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[0 ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY

[0 New Damselfly Species Recorded in Kerala's Western Ghats

Carar Cop@s (smLgssl wevaude HHw g4 (CLbOge.[Yemner) @ emmhiser sear il L e
[ Environment | [] Biodiversity

[0 Researchers recorded several new damselfly (Odonata) species from the Western Ghats
of Kerala between 2023 and 2026, including Lestes paloti described in July 2026 and
species from Silent Valley National Park, underlining the region's rich biodiversity.

2023 qpge 2026 auany Gayer Cop@s Cam_j&sl weneuliler prmiusHuireriger Le Lgw gibid
(eCLrGar_Lm) @eamsamer Lifle Qsliglereran; sag9ame 2026-@Q afeuflsasiiul L Geavlev
LGy wHmib g GCeuadl CaSlwl msraneus Carbg @) ammbiser @$le oL mi@n —
@uu@dluler LoQIUAlT Qe @8 T(hH&gSST (M.

0 EXAM POINTS / Cgie| wpasdlw @olliyser

» 1. Multiple new damselfly species were recorded from Kerala's Western Ghats (2023-2026),
including Lestes paloti (July 2026) and Euphaea wayanadensis (Wayanad Torrent Dart).

> Garer Con@s QgTLi&s waneuie (2023-2026) Caev6ev LG Iy (s79ame 2026) HMID
Who oS euwiprGlLendlen (euwmmh CLmpeanr L) o erafll L L LSl &bl @emiser Ldle]

Qetnwutiul L er.

» 2. Odonata is the insect order that includes both dragonflies and damselflies; damselflies are
slender-bodied and linked to streams and wetlands.

> CLTCaT LT eTaiTLg) S L meaeT LHMID Gibllsmer 2 arersHlw LFs auflengwuim@Lbd; gbiGser
Qealw 2 L6 Qararemel, HFCTmenLgeT HMID FrHlevkisEHL 6 GFTLFLienL Weana.

» 3. The Western Ghats is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and one of India's key biodiversity

hotspots, running along the western coast.

» CopEs QgTLids wame g WbaevGar 2 sl urFbuflug serwrg; CnEs
sLpaserCumd BeErb Qg @bdwmeiler wpadw udeuill QLmEss sarhisaile) eermm@Lb.

» 4. Silent Valley National Park, source of many of these records, is located in Kerala's Palakkad

district.

» @uiudlajsafley Loveupdler epeorer engeavam Ceuad Caslwis Lmism, Cararmalilen Lime&sm(h

reIL LS DenobgaTerg|.

0 STATIC GK CONNECT / flaneowimen QLing <idley

* The Western Ghats was declared a
UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2012 and
spans Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka,
Kerala and Tamil Nadu.

* Odonata (dragonflies & damselflies) are
considered bio-indicators of freshwater
ecosystem health.

 Silent Valley National Park was central to
the 1970s-80s environmental movement that
halted a hydroelectric project.

* Con@g Csmi&sl wee 2012-G)e
yearevCam 2 sl umbuflug SeToms
<MeilGSULILL gI; Q8 GRITS,
warymaggrm, Cameur, siprLsm, Cayarm,
SOIPBIT(H eueny LFeSlueTerg.

* @CLICem L (5LLmenser & glbL9ser)
Beadty @ped 2,Crmadusder o udlflwied
GDSTL g EHemTad &MHSLIU[HE erment.

» angeoar Gousdl CalwLl LymIsT, 6
Siflen S L s HmsHw 1970-80s6
FOMFSHPD QWISSESH 6T HLOWILDTE
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ONGIGETNE

» The Agasthyamalai hills, part of the * QsnE Con@s smi&s weaneuller e
southern Western Ghats, are a UNESCO u@ﬁu_lrr@‘r @{5@)'@9“_@@@ LDENGSET,
Biosphere Reserve straddling Kerala and CarorT-& L&Q(I‘_F)I‘I’I'_GU)I_ QavamisEnd G

Tamil Nadu. . .. . .
A add W GlerevCam 2 ullfsCamer STiiLgGLmE@LD.

0 PRACTICE MCQ / ulpé e
Q. The newly recorded damselfly species belong to which insect order?
. 4dsrs udley Gewliul’ L gl Qemhiser arhg LES cuflevgemwd Caihsameu?

A) Lepidoptera B) Odonata v

A) Qe iGCLmiQ LT B) CLrCer L v

C) Coleoptera D) Hymenoptera

C) CamedlGuimiClLm D) ananGlGermiiGlLgm

[0 New Monkey Species 'Colobus congoensis' Discovered in Congo
Rainforest

sTRICsT erPssTL g6 'CarGoruey smmGsmerarslen’ erenb LSlw @rmiE @erd
seTL_HlwulLL L g
0 Environment | [J Wildlife

[0 A new monkey species named Colobus congoensis, locally called 'Likweli', has been
identified in the Democratic Republic of Congo. It belongs to the colobus monkeys, a
group of leaf-eating primates found in African forests.

sTRICEHT QaBTLSES G4 Wrsld '&6eus) erar 2 ameniled Dampdssiiu@pn CarCamien
sThIGsTerandlen eTenid LSl @&Fmi@ @emd enLwmerd srerrliul(Herergl. U4f&s smhsetle
sTeuTlLI(HLD Glened 2 earanild GIhiG&er Gpalrar CarCaruen Grm@sasmeas Carbsg @)s).

0 EXAM POINTS / Cgie| wpsdlw @olliyser

» 1. A new monkey species, Colobus congoensis (locally 'Likweli'), was identified in the Democratic
Republic of Congo.

> STRICSHT arprwss G wrsled CarGamuen srmiGasrerearslen (2 arenild '60labeual') erepb Ll
GBI QD DL WITETD SraurliLL L g.

» 2. Colobus monkeys are leaf-eating (folivorous) primates known for a multi-chambered stomach
that helps digest leaves.

» CarGamuen Grmbi@ser Gae 2 amamib (- .CurelGouryev) @rmhi@sdn; Qamasmarn ClFfés

2 56| L Senpaer Caman euullpmis@l uwy Cubpeneu.

» 3. The Congo Basin hosts the world's second-largest tropical rainforest after the Amazon.

» sTRICHT L(Hes, HCLemTa)s@ SIHSSLIGUTS 2 edlen @rewrmeug Gluflu Gleuliiner e
LEPEETL L& ClsmearT(heTerg|.

00 STATIC GK CONNECT / flaneowimen QLing <idley

* The Democratic Republic of Congo (capital o 5rmICsm ggmmnma;é; GlqWIs (566)61){_585|i
Kinshasa) lies in Central Africa and the Congo Senagrem wsHu <L dNEsTele o drarg);
River flows through it. smaGsT <9mn @ser cudCw umidng.
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* The Amazon rainforest is the largest * o|Camen WaP&ST(H 2 e
tropical rainforest; the Congo Basin is the BaslGuflu Qe mmlepésasrr@-

second-largest. smaCsT LH®s GrarLreug Quiflug).

00 PRACTICE MCQ / uulQpé ellewm

Q. The newly discovered monkey species 'Colobus congoensis' was found in which
country?

. YHsrs sar_dlutiul L 'CarCaruey smhCamerarslen’ @rmi@ @b b BrL_iq e
sl L g?

A) Democratic Republic of Congo v B) Kenya

A) smRIGCEHT OETBTLISS GG TE v B) Q&erwim

C) Brazil D) Indonesia

C) WGrélev D) @pCasmGeanslwim

POLITY & GOVERNANCE

[] Uttar Pradesh Launches 'Kaushal Setu' and 'Kaushal Sarathi' Skill

Portals
'Caaraged Cagl' OHMID 'GEaraye Fmrdl' Hper G emarugearmiEamer DI(PSUILHSHW 2SS
rCseid

Governance | [] Skill Development

0 Uttar Pradesh launched two digital platforms — Kaushal Setu and Kaushal Sarathi — on
July 15, 2026 in Lucknow during World Youth Skills Day celebrations, to enable paperless
registration of training partners and district-wise access to skill training information.

2 & @enerehy Smen Hlends Qamewr_m L misertearGLITg) gg@@n@ 15, 2026 sjenm ewsGarmailed

2 557U 197GssD Caerage Cagl wHmib Cgerage) FTrdl eTenild @ gl L b SeThiSenaT
SiPlpslinphgdwug — Lulns LrigsTriseater srégwHD LFe] LHMID Wwreul L eurflumer Sper
LD ES $856160 ESNSSHTES @Qenel 2 (HeUT&sLILIL L .

0 EXAM POINTS / Gzie| wpsslw @ollyser

» 1. UP launched Kaushal Setu and Kaushal Sarathi portals on July 15, 2026, in Lucknow on World
Youth Skills Day.

> 2 & @QanarehT Simern Seamomer sx9eaney 15, 2026 emm w&Carmelled 2 .19. Ggerayed Cagl HmID
Osearaged sl @aneTgemhiGmer AMPSLILIHSS WIS

» 2. Kaushal Setu enables online, paperless registration and empanelment of training partners
under the UP Skill Development Mission (UPSDM).

> Qgerayd Cag), 2 .19. Hper Gobur’ () Qusssder (UPSDM) &ip uulpd uki@smrisaetien
ST, STHSLHD LSley wHmID L gwelame Guiad QFiidng.

» 3. Kaushal Sarathi provides district-wise information on training centres and courses using a
digital map.

> Qaeraged FTrdl, 19l L euenrLL LD epeld LUDHE enowimiseT wHmib U liLs6r GNl$s wrell L
UTHLITET $&56UMSEMET QULPBIGS D).

» 4. The portals were inaugurated by MoS (Independent Charge) Kapil Dev Aggarwal; CM Yogi
Adityanath felicitated 11 skill-trained youth.

> QTSRS ET @)evanT e (Fwrderm GummliL) 960 Caoeu HsFeurd® Ggmkid
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MeUSSTT; (pHvendsy Cumdl < Ssuprs 11 Sner uulnsl QuDD GleeTEpTEHeaTLT LITFTL g 6.
0 STATIC GK CONNECT / fleneowimen QLing <ifley

» World Youth Skills Day is observed every * 2 & Q6@ Slmer Slard epeubloumm

year on July 15, as declared by the United < aT(HILD g@m@) 15 e

Nations in 2014. it 8 ) .
S@FfSSILHF DG &.5m. 2014-G)b Qens
2ABleSlS5g).

 The Ministry of Skill Development and * lmen Gbur® wHmib Csmplapenarey

Entrepreneurship (2014) runs the Skill India SIMLDESFSHLD (2014) cvdled @ﬁ;ﬁu_lrr @u_ui;a;[o
Mission and PMKVY scheme. 2o 5 g A
HmID PMKVY Sl LS5 BLSSHH M.

e Lucknow is the capital of Uttar Pradesh, * @ g@m@mm @@5 Loé;a;dTQg,rrmas

India's most populous state. QEraTL LDW;_F,]GDLDW@T 9D_§>§;UI;I @U@gﬁgg}m

SMOBSETLD OEGETT ,@&LD.

0 PRACTICE MCQ / Lu@pé efemm

Q. World Youth Skills Day, marked by UP's launch of new skill portals, is observed on
which date?

. 2_.19.uller HHw Fmer @eveTHem D (PESHIL6T AYFFSSILIL L 2 08 @)anaT@hi SHmer
Slemd erhg CadHludled senL191gs5aLiILHEDg?

A) July 11 B) July 15 v

A) g;@emv 11 B) g@m@) 15 v
C) July 18 D) July 20

C) %@@)@o 18 D) %966)61) 20

[] Centre Launches 'Seafarer-First' Initiative to Protect Indian Sailors
in Gulf

auamar@Lrelled @bl sL_Caomgasamerts UNgsTss 'sLCamg (psadle’ wpupSlanuis Cgmmidlw
DS 78
Governance | [] Maritime Security

[] Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal launched the 'Seafarer-First' initiative to
safeguard Indian seafarers operating in the Persian Gulf, Strait of Hormuz and Gulf of
Oman amid escalating maritime security concerns in West Asia.

CuonE Awureild fsflsEb sLOFTT LTGISTUIL SFFRISERSESE, weHuled, LTrés eumen@LT,
anmipev HRlevenr wHMID g6 cuamen@Lrelled Liewflwurdmid @BHw sL_CamigEemarts Lngsrés
wEHW Sends] sfureanbs CarCarmeurd 'sL_Gomg (wpgeiled’ pwndlews Csm_midlerry.

0 EXAM POINTS / Gzie| wp&slw @olliyser

» 1. Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal (Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways) launched
the 'Seafarer-First' initiative.

> SN PEBIGET, Sl CUTs@Gaurdg wHnID Hieulser Sewss) srumeanbg CamCearmeurd
'sL_Caormlg. (pgedled’ (pwipdlenwis Cgm_midlermy.

» 2. The initiative protects Indian seafarers in the Persian Gulf, Strait of Hormuz and Gulf of Oman
amid West Asia tensions.

> Con@ AW LFHPHIGEREE WwESH Ui, LTTés euamen@L, anmiipev Bilenent LHMID Lo
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cueneT@Lmalled 2 arem @B &LCemggHemer @DApWDHE LIMgsTssSng).
» 3. The Directorate General of Shipping (DGS) will run a real-time, vessel-by-vessel dashboard
monitoring every Indian seafarer.
» sl CUTEE@GUTSE QusEBETSD (DGS) eeubleumm @bSlw &L_Gemiganuiub &ersmemnfld L0
Criig, slited eumflumen LmeauGUTFen @ Uid@LD.

0 STATIC GK CONNECT / sleneowimen QLing <idlay

* The Strait of Hormuz, between the Persian * LUMTES QUEET(EL NN @D LG
Gulf and Gulf of Oman, is a vital chokepoint aimet@Lmelh@Eh GevL_udemer anmipen
for global oil transit. ﬁ% e, B A

Curs@aurssnsner (p&slw CpmadanL

Lerartlwim@Lb.
* The Ministry of Ports, Shipping and . @m@@gréja;d-r, SLUILIGD Cguné;@mgg@
Waterways handles India's maritime and LoHmILD fE,‘I@J @]a;m SDOFFSLD @) (r_'F,(QC,]u_m@S]m
shipping affairs. SLAETT LHMID SLILO 6NeusTIRISm 6T
OEHWITETH DI
* The Directorate General of Shipping (DGS), o @meuuﬂ]eb O _GTET &LILIGY Cguné;@@mg@]
Mumbai, regulates merchant shipping and @UJE)S@LF)U&ID (DGS), @E@un@ﬂ@ ol ss
seafarers in India. SLILID @uﬁg@wggg LDH.)QJL'D ggl_GGDI'I'Lq_HSGIDGIT
RPBGLUOSIHDG.

0 PRACTICE MCQ / uulQpné ellewm

Q. The 'Seafarer-First' initiative aims to protect Indian seafarers operating near which
strategic strait?

. 'sLCamg wpsadld’ wpwnd erbs epGomumu Biflavané@ <imdled uanflumpmib @bdw

sL_Coomgsemerls Litgsrss Crrésnnss Clsmeamr(hereng)?

A) Strait of Malacca B) Strait of Hormuz v
A) worssr Biflenamr B) anmipev Bilenewr v
C) Palk Strait D) Bering Strait

C) uné Bilenewt D) Quiflra Biflenewr

DEFENCE & NATIONAL

[0 IAF Retains 3rd Spot Among World Air Forces in WDMMA 2026

Rankings

WDMMA 2026 sreuflansuiley 2 s cunarLenL_saetled 3eig Q)L SmsH SE5MmeUSS @bl
GUITGITLIGN L

Defence | [] Global Rankings

[0 The World Directory of Modern Military Aircraft (WDMMA) Global Air Power Rankings
2026 ranked the Indian Air Force as the 3rd-most powerful air force globally, behind only
the United States and Russia.

2 @& pela ramieu edwreamsar el e (WDMMA) Qouefluill L 2 egermeiiu cumes cuadento
sreufleng 2026-@ed, AQWREST OHMID FeuITe|sE (HSSUIGWTS QBSIWL eureTLmL 2 dler
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36ug) cusllenowimer eumarLenLwing sreuflengliLi(hgSLILIL L g.
0 EXAM POINTS / Cgie| wpasdlw @olliyser
» 1. The WDMMA Global Air Power Rankings 2026 placed the Indian Air Force (IAF) 3rd globally,
behind the US and Russia.
» WDMMA 2 avsermelilu eumer aladlento sreuflens 2026, @bl euraruien_eanwt (IAF) =iGwofléasT
LHMID FesTe]&EL et 2 seraliled 3ausns @)L DEUDSF CGFlisg).
» 2. The assessment evaluated 129 air services across 103 countries and over 48,000 military
aircraft worldwide.
> QB HULEH 103 prhseia 129 curer Caameusamarubd, 2 wsarelled 48,000-&@b GomhLil L
Tremiel eflmembigeneTu|d wHIG L g).
» 3. The US Air Force topped with a TrueValueRating (TVR) of 242.9 and about 5,004 aircraft.
> QW A&s cumauenL 242.9 o arento LIS H wHGLeTamiL e (TVR) &wmy 5,004
SNloreTmhis @B (PSILLD L9q SSII.
0 STATIC GK CONNECT / flepawinar GLng oible]

* The Indian Air Force was established on * QS aumemLen &GLTLF 8, 1932
(S)ctob}?r 8, 1932; itsl motto is 'Nabham @ien Hneiiul L g); @igen GhléCaern
parsham Deeptam'. 'BLIGD GVLIFELD ,5305_550'-

* The Chief of Air Staff heads the IAF; its * cumeTUenL_& serLS IAF-g
combat aircraft include Rafale, Su-30MKI and @E@ELE@@H)WW; é{(@dﬂ Gunmy

Tejas. eNwreambsefa Fo.CLe, &Gsmil-30MKI
HMID CHEnen L@ LD.

* India's indigenous LCA Tejas is developed . @(r_'r,@turr@ﬁ]dﬂ Qacrrﬁ)g LCA C‘Sg,&)@'u, HAL

by HAL and the Aeronautical Development wHmib edwraredwd Guobur @

Agency (ADA). WPS@LOWITED (ADA) 2 (HeUTSSLILIL L g.

0 PRACTICE MCQ / uulQpé ellewm

Q. In the WDMMA 2026 Global Air Power Rankings, the Indian Air Force secured which
position?

0. WDMMA 2026 2 asaermeilw eumen euadlenid sreuflensufled @bl eumenienl eThs @)L SHensLl

g 5551?
A) 1st B) 2nd
A) laugy) B) 26ug)
C) 3rd v D) 4th
C) 3augl v D) 4aug)

[ ECONOMY & INTERNATIONAL

[0 Government Releases Draft CAFE III Fuel-Economy Norms

auenge| CAFE III erflQun(mer Slgser el wpannsamer Gouafludll L gl oiys
[0 Economy | [] Energy Efficiency

00 The Government of India released draft Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) II1
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norms on July 16, 2026, applying to M1 passenger vehicles for 2027-28 to 2031-32, with
progressively tighter fuel-consumption and COZ2 targets and a market-based credit-
trading compliance mechanism.

2027-28 qpse 2031-32 cuenpullemen M1 Liwenils6r eumsenmbig@hs@l Cummhgib alamasulle,
LSS ATe game 16, 2026 jem euengey CAFE IIT (Hlmieues symafl erfl Quimmer &éserid)
Sl panmaemer GeuatudllLgi; LigliLiquing @misswrer erflurmer msie woHmnid CO2
@&E@GSHET LHMID FHENSG il LILILUNOTET &L 6T UTSSS @Q)ewTsEs: (panm @)Sled 2 dTere.

0 EXAM POINTS / Cgie| wpsdlw @olliyser

» 1. India released draft CAFE III norms on July 16, 2026, for M1 category passenger vehicles (up
to 8 seats plus driver).

» M1 cuens Lwanfleer eumgarbis@hssns (8 @ (heamaser + @l (AbF cuamy) @bHwm sg9ame 16,
2026 Sjem euenye| CAFE III allflpannsamer Glouafludll L gj.

» 2. CAFE-III takes effect from April 1, 2027; targets tighten from 94.76 gCO2/km (2027-28) to
78.90 gCO2/km (2031-32).

» CAFE-III eriigéd 1, 2027 (1p56 SaI&@ aU(HLd; @evs@ser 94.76 gCO2/km (2027-28) @) adl(mbs)
78.90 gCO2/km (2031-32) cueny @m&sLordlerment.

» 3. Manufacturers missing targets can trade fuel-efficiency credits with the Bureau of Energy
Efficiency (BEE).

> QOEGHMETS Seunall(Hld 2 HuSSwTeTiser, <,nme Smer LantlwssgiLer (BEE) erilGLimmer
e HLeTHMmeT eUiSSSHD ClFwaTLD.

» 4. The Ministry of Power invited public feedback on the draft norms until August 6, 2026.

> cauenie] el permadr GNSEH sV 6, 2026 cuany CUITGIDGSET S([HSFSmaT LOleTe Ty
SemW&FHD aurGeummg).

0 STATIC GK CONNECT / flaneowimen QLing <idley

* The Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE), set * HMed LMGSMILF FLLLb 2001-601 g;@
up in 2002 under the Energy Conservation 2002_@@ SIDESLILL_L S HHED ,@aﬂ)m
Act 2001, promotes energy efficiency in India. Ll wsd (BEE) @Eﬁuﬁ@ﬂ@b SLHDe

Fpenen oarg@HelGS ng).

» CAFE norms use fleet-average fuel * CAFE aildlpenmser Qamés bl iqneE
consumption and CO2 emission values for sLpLmL-grrsfl erflQuTmer BIsFe wHmib
compliance assessment. CO2 2. 18pay HLIL s

LwerU (HSgiEl erment.
» M1 category vehicles are passenger * M1 6U6eDS GUTSHETBIGET GTETLIENE 6oL (HBIT
vehicles with not more than 8 seats besides Qmé@smwus 5607 8-5@ OSTS
the driver's seat. QmEmaser CQararL Liwewmiser
GUTGEITRISETT(GHLD.

0 PRACTICE MCQ / uu@pé efemm

Q. The draft CAFE III norms released in July 2026 are associated with which of the
following?

1. 599ane 2026-Q)é Geuaflufl_iul’ L euenrye) CAFE III 6l$lpenmsar L9 6meu (e emeu mhmier
TSR 6T CIFTLFLienL_Lieneu?

A) Vehicle fuel efficiency & CO2 B) Air passenger safety
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emissions v B) aflomen Liwewtlger Limgsmiy
A) cursar erflummer Slmer & CO2 2 1Opay

v

C) Food packaging standards D) Bank interest rates

C) 2 awrey QUTHQFISL Frblencsar D) aumdl aul iy illgmiser

[0 NABARD Launches 'Gramodyam' Programme to Boost Rural
Entrepreneurship

Spmolyp Csmflowpamarameu cag@eillss 'SrmGorswib' L Smgs s mdlwu BumF

[0 Economy | [] Rural Development

[0 NABARD Chairman Dr. Shaji K. V. launched 'Gramodyam', an Entrepreneurship
Development Programme, on July 13, 2026, in collaboration with the National Skill
Development Corporation, aiming to create around 4,000 rural entrepreneurs over three
years.

BUTTH Seeveuf LrsLiy agmedl Ca.6l., Caslwu fmer Cbum (hé spsasgiLen Q) ameanhgl g9ame
13,2026 sjenm 'SynGuorgwid’ erapid Qgmflepanarey Cobur hig S L smasd CgrL_midlernTy;
eperm <y er(hagafler somy 4,000 Srroliyp QgrfldwpamanCeireny o (HeursEelams Qg
Crrésrss Caram(herearg).

0 EXAM POINTS / Cgre| wpsdlw @olliyser

» 1. NABARD launched the 'Gramodyam' Entrepreneurship Development Programme on July 13,
2026.

» BUTT(H e39enew 13, 2026 emm 'FyrCGorgwid' Agmflowpanare Cuobur’ (hig S Lsmss
Oam_mglug).

» 2. It is implemented with the National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) under the Skill
Development Ministry.

> @5 Hmer Coburl () Smwisssder Euparer CaHw Hper Guobum’ (Hé spasgiLear (NSDC)
@aanrhg CswdubssiLOEDG.

» 3. Gramodyam uses a digital-first hybrid model with training, psychometric assessment,
mentoring and enterprise support, targeting ~4,000 rural entrepreneurs in 3 years.

» SrGurswib Ludnél, 2 erefllwed LHISEH, euflam L e LHMD Hlneier ETe|L 6T gl L 6-
W5 sl wrdlflenwis Lwemu®hiss, 3 Yarhsaia ~4,000 Symwliyn AsmflapanarGeouren
@ w&aTEE OlETeT(HeTerg.

0 STATIC GK CONNECT / fleneowimen QLing <ifley

* NABARD (National Bank for Agriculture and  « pumi(p (Coslw Gouermenrento HMID
Rural Development) was established in 1982 ars cUaTTES) euriidl) 1982-@Qlé

and is headquartered in Mumbai. ﬁ@]@ﬁﬂul'_l_gy g;m@)mmua;[o @meuuﬁ]d)
o _aTeng).

* NABARD is the apex development bank for * pUTF®H, @bHwreledr Gouermemento

agriculture and rural development in India. LODMILD 2aTTS GUETTE HEEren o &5
Cuobur’ () cumdlwmgL.

* The National Skill Development Corporation e @‘g_;')gﬂlu @mm Gubur’ (& &Q&Lb (NSDQC),
(NSDC) is a public-private partnership under
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the Skill Development Ministry. Qg)@iyr Guobumr’(H &mmécgasgﬁm (%Q_thm
@ CUNgl-SeNWMT gal L MERTENLOWIMGLD.

0 PRACTICE MCQ / ulp& ellewrm

Q. The 'Gramodyam' programme for rural entrepreneurship was launched by which
institution?

. &ymoliyp Gsmopamareysster 'SrrCorswid’ S sms erbg Blmeuend Cgm _miduig?

A) SEBI B) NABARD v
A) Q& B) pumi( v
C) NITI Aayog D) RBI

C) gl <=,Cwims D) flareu cumidl

[] CAC49 Adopts 7 Codex Standards Developed Under India's
Leadership

@ndwmeiler sameewuie 2 (aurssiul L 7 CarbLseav grblaasamer grhms6arem.. CAC49
[ International | [] Food Standards

00 The 49th Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC49), held July 6-11, 2026
in Geneva, adopted seven Codex standards developed under India's chairmanship,
including standards for dried coriander, fresh curry leaves, vanilla and large cardamom.

g9ae 6-11, 2026 e Qg@ﬁmn@ﬁ]@ B Gunm Carldgen =edlClwermfluey <y,emeanTiisSdlen
49¢ug) Siwfe| (CAC49), @pdwuraien sameeouiled o maumsslil L ey Cambldev
syHlangmer erHmstsmaT g o o Qarssweadl, L sHlGalibGame, Ceuamamflem wHmib
Quilu FossTLssTEar Srblenaser Qb oL BiGLD.

0 EXAM POINTS / Cgie| wpasdlw @olliyser

» 1. CAC49 (Geneva, July 6-11, 2026) adopted 7 Codex standards developed under India's
chairmanship/co-chairmanship.

» CAC49 (Qggafourm, eg9emav 6-11, 2026) QbHwimellen enaenio/@enants senaventoudler &Lp

o heumssLiul L 7 CanllLgev srbleanasamer erdmisolsmeanT_g).

» 2. Adopted standards include those for dried coriander, fresh curry leaves, vanilla and large
cardamom.

> ghmisCarereriiLl L srBlanesafle 2 f Qarsseaa, Lgw shCeulibame, Geuemantlom
LHMID GUFW FEOSSTUSSTETENG L hIEGLD.

» 3. The Indian delegation included technical experts from FSSAI and the Spices Board.

> @QbSluis @paier FSSAI wpmid wamer eumflusamnss Carbs Csmflemil LI e biser
Bopsa.

0 STATIC GK CONNECT / flepawinar GLng oible]

* The Codex Alimentarius Commission was e CamrQLsen =e)6wesmiilwien

established in 1963 by the FAO and WHO to S EETUILD, Ej@J@g;& > aTe S 5'7,@65)603565)@

set international food standards. ﬁjm’ruﬂ]é;&; FAO LDﬁ)gij WHO =4 1963-@6'0
Blmeilu L g).

» FSSAI (Food Safety and Standards * FSSAI (@pdlw 2 ewre| LMgISMUL| LoHmID
Authority of India) was established under the gq@m@asm SpEDELILD), FSS &L L 1D 2006-
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FSS Act, 2006. e S1p Blmeuliul Lg.
» The Spices Board of India, under the * AUTEHSS SAMDEFFSHSS 60 a%@@hm @Bl
Ministry of Commerce, promotes Indian spice

LO&FTEOT eUMFILILD, @BEW LoFmeom
ghmdemwu oad@eNEdEng.

exports.

0 PRACTICE MCQ / uu@pé efenm

Q. The Codex Alimentarius Commission, which adopted India-led standards at CAC49, is
a joint body of the FAO and:

0. CAC49-@Qléb @pdlur genaenoulleren grblenesamer ermmiseasrem. GCamblL_sev
SGermflwen ,eearwid, FAO whmib eTgen dal (h SenliumELw?

A) WHO v B) WTO

A) WHO (2008 &&TSHTT ML) v/ B) WTO (2_a0& aUf$58 SenOLIL)
C) UNESCO D) UNICEF

C) yhlarevGam D) wWaflGlgsL1

[0 TAMIL NADU SPECIAL

[] Ex-ISRO Chief S. Somanath Joins Chennai-Based Agnikul Cosmos
Board

Qeaenen FTIHS & Ge srevGmen QWSEBT G el Qe hs (perearmer @evEHT Sena el
erev. CamoBTs
[0 Tamil Nadu | [] Space Sector

0 S. Somanath, former Chairman of ISRO, joined Chennai-based space start-up Agnikul
Cosmos as an observer on its board of directors. Agnikul is also preparing Mission 02,
planned as India's first private-sector attempt at orbital-class rocket reusability.

wpemenmer @evCrm saneveul erev. Camopns, Caaraner rihs ellamtelat Gsm_&s Hlmeueromer
SiGat @ srevGumedler @uE@EHT Gpalle LMFenalwmeryrs: @eaneanhbsy. @bdlumedler (psa
S@NWITTS glanm &HmieUl L -aiend Fréblsl wmuwemurl () pupfurss S Ol tiul L Slager
02-gu1b sal@Ge swmy Celig) eumamg.

0 EXAM POINTS / Cgre| wpsdlw @olliyser

» 1. S. Somanath, former ISRO Chairman, joined Chennai-based Agnikul Cosmos as an observer on
its board of directors.

> (perarmer @evCrm Faneveur eren. CamOBTS, ClFamenen FThs idbem @G srevGumedler @uISE@&BT
@&(edleh LIMTeneUWITaTTS: @)enamThHaE .

» 2. Agnikul Cosmos is a Chennai-based private space start-up incubated at IIT Madras, known for
the Agnibaan rocket.

> o5anEGe smevGomev, IIT Gl predle) eueTissiiLl L CFamemer FTihs Seflwimy alamrtlearfl
Qam_d&s Blmeuad; Sisaiumer msbs (H&EU (uwy Qupmg).

» 3. Agnikul's Mission 02 is planned as India's first private-sector attempt at orbital-class rocket
reusability.

> oigafl@edlen Wagear 02, @bdlwmellen (pse gaflwngs sevp FHnieIL L -cuams FrébleL
ouwerurl () pwndwurss SOl i (Hererg).

» 4. Somanath served as ISRO Chairman during the Chandrayaan-3 and Aditya-L1 missions.
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> ghdlTuimer-3 womib Hswr-Ll uaflseatlenCumg Camoprs @evCrm senaeurmsLl
Liewflwimm Ml ey,

00 STATIC GK CONNECT / flaneowimen QLing <idley

» Agnikul Cosmos built India's first 3D- . ché;@ﬂ@@ e CLomen @Eﬁun@ﬂm

printed rocket epgin.e and' launched Agnibaan (505@ 3D-E L prEQEL @U_I(F_F)QC)] IT(E_'BGU),@

SOrTeD from Sriharikota in 2024. o o &, 2024_@6.1)
ubanflCsm_Lmedled (hbg) i entlLimen
SOrTeD-g3 eraflwig.

* ISRO (est. 1969) is headquartered in . @Gh)@mr (1969) Quréjag@@meug

Bengaluru; its spaceport is at Sriharikota, LU LTSS QsTar(eTers); oisen

Andhra Pradesh. @fﬂ@fm@m@ﬂgj’; HerTiD @JDL'F)QUU IE]U@‘@&
ubanflCasmLmelléd o eTeng,).

e IN-SPACe is the single-window agency * IN-SPACe, @bdlwimeSler seolwimy
(2020) promoting India's private space sector. @S]GIS'W@@J@ﬂg_'T; glepmEnL mé;@@ﬁ]é;@ds
@DENDE FTETY SenLOLILIMEGLD (2020).

00 PRACTICE MCQ / ulpé eferm

Q. Ex-ISRO chief S. Somanath joined the board of which Chennai-based private space
start-up?

0. (perarmer @evCrm enevaul erev. GCambprs GFaraner FTibHE 6Ths Senwmy ellantlolel Csm_&s
Byjeuanggler QuEGHT Gpeller Geambsmi?

A) Skyroot Aerospace B) Agnikul Cosmos v

A) svensenLl gCrmenvGuie B) <isafl@e srevGmen v
C) Pixxel D) Dhruva Space

C) 95066 D) gi(meu evGLen

[ SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

[] Centre Tightens Exit Rules for ISRO Scientists

@avCrrm ellgpepreflsEnssmear GeuafllCumid elfsmer @msswrsdw LSS o7
[0 Science & Tech | [] Space Policy

00 The Department of Space issued an internal memorandum on July 14, 2026, tightening
rules for voluntary retirement and resignation of scientists associated with ISRO, aiming
to retain critical talent amid a growing private space sector.

lamCeuafls gienm eg9enew 14, 2026 enm @ 261 apndlsamaamw Ceuafluill (), QevCrm
Qgrurer edl@hepmesatlien Semearmieu gula HMLD Frallammom ellflsmer Qmsswrsdlwg);
aueThgl euhd Seflwmy edlambelails sianmea@ wsHulle (sl Spepowirerisamars
S&sameulILICs Q\ser CHTEsLD.

0 EXAM POINTS / Gzie| wpsslw @ollyser

» 1. The Department of Space issued a memorandum on July 14, 2026, tightening voluntary
retirement/resignation rules for ISRO scientists.

> alflarCleueils gianm eg9ame 14, 2026 jam (h &HDHGmsamw Ceuafludl (), @evCrr
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el erepreflgEnssmean enarmiel euley/rralearmor aldlsmer @QmiGswnrésug).
» 2. The move aims to retain critical scientific talent amid rising demand from India's expanding
private space start-ups.
> aueThgl euBd @bl seflwry ellamteled Gsr_&s Hlineuamiseien dsfla@n Comaisa,
gSudled, Wp&dlu siPlefiucd Fpepwwrarismears seemalllLang @QbS BLallg&Hend CHTESoNss
Qs meuT(heTerg.
» 3. The Department of Space functions directly under the Prime Minister and oversees ISRO.

» aflamCeueils gianm Crriquins rgwifler S Ceuoul (H GevGrraney Gupuriameul®Eng.
00 STATIC GK CONNECT / flaneowimen QLing <idley

« ISRO was founded in 1969 by Vikram * @evCrm 1969-@)6v NG FLD FmFmLIml
Sarabhai, considered the father of the Indian  _oyqaemmed Hlmieurini Lgy; ieuf @b
space programme. clamleuefls LSSl sHSWITES

SHSLILHE DT
e The Department of Space and ISRO are * aflewrGeuatls gienm wHMLD @evCrm
headquartered in Bengaluru, Karnataka. STBHTL_Smeder 6Lk e mened

SaneenOUAlL_Lorss Clgmer(heTare.

e India's recent flagship missions include * @pdHureder sSLSHW (PS6TenLd
Chandrayaan-3 (2023) and the Aditya-L1 solar | | ceflsaflcy 6‘EQC>]UU—|W63T-3 (2023) HmID

mission. S FSWT-L1 @Flw Liewfl @i mi@Lb.

00 PRACTICE MCQ / ulpé e

Q. The memorandum tightening exit rules for scientists was issued by which department?
. elepepraflsEpssrear GeuaflCumib tlfasmer @mEsLNE@GD &HMHNSEMSMI THSS Flenn
QeuatlufLg?

A) Department of Space v B) Department of Atomic Energy

A) dlewrGleuatls gienm v B) SiemIF&HS5 Flenm

C) Ministry of Defence D) Department of Science & Technology
C) UNGISMIL| SLDFFSHLD D) @iMlellwed & Csmplemi s gienm

[J Cyclospora Outbreak Sickens Thousands Across the United States

9CwssT Wpeugib BulrssarsstCameany UTHss enasGearmavCumyr Cgmhm)
[0 Health | [J Public Health

[0 A cyclospora outbreak sickened thousands across the United States as of July 15, 2026.
Cyclospora is a microscopic parasite that causes cyclosporiasis, a foodborne intestinal
infection linked to contaminated fresh produce.

g9aa 15, 2026 floveurlitig, SHQWLAGSET (WPpeugIb 6H adsGarmevGurym QgmHm)
QuilrssamssrCarmeny Crmieumiuu(hsSwg). anssGermavCUTTT eTaTLIg)
ang&GermevCumflumslen eranid 2 amrey auldl GLed Cgmhenm erHLIHSHID Hievremt

L (hearrentwm@Ld; @&l wreul L LSl smisl/Uphis@EsLer CSm e g

0 EXAM POINTS / Cgie| wpasdlw @olliyser

» 1. A cyclospora outbreak sickened thousands across the US as of July 15, 2026, per the US CDC.
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> 2Gwf&s CDC-ullemuig, gg9amav 15, 2026 FlaeurliLig ¢ angsGarmevGumym Ggmhm)
SCwA&sT Wpeugid WulrssarssTCameany UTSHESS!.
» 2. Cyclospora is a microscopic parasite causing cyclosporiasis, a foodborne intestinal infection.
> ana&CermevCumym ererLg) engsGarmavCumflunglen erenid 2 amra| Ul @Led CgThHenm
gHUOSHID miarentl el (hevremntwm@Ld.
» 3. The infection commonly spreads through contaminated fresh produce such as leafy greens
and berries.
> @65 Qgmhm Qurgleurs Seppaer wHmid GuFH Curerm wreLL L LFw sTdsml/uphiseT
auNIGW Lredlpg.
0 STATIC GK CONNECT / flevawiner GLng oible]

* The US Centers for Disease Control and * 9QwHsEs Cg(|'_5|'|'u'_|é; sL_(HLun@ womib
grever}tion (CDC) is headquartered in Atlanta, §>®‘L“—I MLWRIGET (CDC) gmjg‘aﬂu_lrr
eorgia.

LOTEHTETSS 60T L0 masrL_meley
SOOI ClETaT(HeTeng).

* A parasite is an organism that lives on or in * L (Hasremtl eTaTLIG) 6(Th L|TeUavadt e LS@J

a host and derives nutrients at the host's é{@b@)@ > &1Cer @”@E@J' L||;F@J61)66ﬂ€iﬂ
expense. @wiibe car’ | FFSamsL GLmbD
2 Whflerom@Lb.

00 PRACTICE MCQ / ulpé eferm

Q. Cyclospora, which caused a large US outbreak in July 2026, is a type of:

. s79ame 2026-8) CwflssTele QUL Ggmherm FHLBSSH W masCermavGUTTT 6ThHS
cuamsmws Caybnss?

A) Bacterium B) Virus

A) ursleflum B) eneuUen
C) Microscopic parasite v D) Fungus
C) miarawtiw el (Hevwrewtl v D) Lj@cheng

— End of Today's Current Affairs | ATHIYAMAN ACADEMY | [] 8681859181 —

— @erenpw BLLIL] Blspeygser Hlenme| | @ sdlwinmer sTLl | [ 8681859181 —



