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0 ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY / &hmI&(&6v & Lefuwiev

0 Rhino Population Rises to 53 in Dudhwa Tiger Reserve
HIS6UIT LeO1&6T STLILISHSHSH6V &TesoTLITLON(HE 6T6voT6t0 1 &H6m8 53 948 2 Wif6)
0 Environment | O Wildlife 0 Easy

0 The Indian one-horned rhinoceros population in Uttar Pradesh's Dudhwa Tiger Reserve has risen to 53,
as per the fourth rhino census conducted in June 2026. Uttar Pradesh is one of only three states — with
Assam and West Bengal — to hold a wild population of the greater one-horned rhino.

96tT 2026-©)6V [BLSSLILILL [BIT6STSH eS| &ITesoTLITLON(H& &6501801&(HILIN6TLLY, 2 S&5TL LNTGsH &8 Hesr
&15H6UI L|e01&6T STLILISS S 6L emenm& C&TIbDL| STesoTL ML) (H8 TevsTes0l 1 &H6m& 53 Q8 2 WITTHSI6TETS).
S&mD, Gm G eumsd YEWeumMIL6T 2 &5TL NFCs&D LLHICW &TL(H ehHenmEls DL

&ITevoT LML) (&M1& 6m6ITE Gl&M6soTL e6dTM)| LOMHleVHISEI60 6REsTMM(GLD.

0 Key Exam Points / Ggijey (p&&wWE (&mMILIL|&6iT



» 1. Dudhwa Tiger Reserve lies on the Indo-Nepal border in the Lakhimpur-Kheri district of Uttar Pradesh.
> H156UM L|e0&6T STLILISLD 2 55T LNTCaHas S 6T 606 EIDLLT-CaIf] meul L&SH6v, @b&Hlwm-GnLmer
ETEVEMEVUIIEV B 6TILDIHGI6TETE].

» 2. It has a unique Terai grassland and swamp ecosystem, home to Bengal tigers, swamp deer
(barasingha) and Asian elephants.

» @51 Hevflggieumest Carml LsvGleustl MmmID F&ILILEI6V (G060 SeMLOLIENLIS Q& TETOTLSI; 6UMISTETL
460, &gl medT (LFTFmIsT), W WmenesT <y élweumnlest 2 enmeSlLLomE)L.

» 3. To improve genetic diversity, rhinos have been released from enclosures to roam free in the wild.

> LOTLISED)| LIGBT(LP &S & 60Tennen W CLobL(h&S, STeseTLITLE (hESMISET SfemLLILsmIS6T60(HHg] &Tiigey
&ShSTOME HLTL 69 (Hlell&ss L (heiTereoT.

0 Static GK Connect

* Greater one-horned rhino IUCN status: * QU EeMENMEGCISTIDL| &TessTLTLS(FHELD
Vulnerable. IUCN Blemev: LIMSILILIEDL WIS FalgUIG)].

* HSTFTRIST CHFW L MmIST (SFTLD)
* Kaziranga National Park (Assam) holds the 2 su&lesr Wl&LGILIFIW eHENMECISTIDL
world's largest one-horned rhino population.  &TetoTLTLO(THS 6TEv0TEB0 865185 6M W15

ClasmevoT (H6iTeITg).
* World Rhino Day is observed on 22 * 2 608 &MeBoTLTLN(H& SlevTd GlEFLIL DLy 22
September. 3165TM)| 60| FIfS&LILIHSMG).

0 Supreme Court Clears India's First Night Safari at Kukrail,
Lucknow

608 C6OTIT (5 SHE0TE016L @HEHWITENN6IT (PG @ T6Y FoollMfl&E 2-&& HE6sTM
PULIS6V

0 Environment | 356 Governance [ Medium

0 The Supreme Court has cleared the Kukrail Night Safari project in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, making it
India's first (and first urban) night safari and the world's fifth after Singapore, Thailand, China and
Indonesia. It had earlier received nods from the Central Zoo Authority (CZA) and the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

2 557U N7CsFD s Cearmailsh 2 6Tem &&5mTen @76 FooliMfl SILLSSINE 2 &8 BH06TDID LIL|FH60
slefggisteng); @g @bEHwmeilsT B0 (LDHOID WPH6V BETULIM) GTey Fsoumfl Qu@GLD. FrkisLLL],

STUIEOMHS], 6o, @[_F)(Eg,rr@’svraﬂu_lrreqaa@u mm@ 2 60&\60T WHSTEUG) @gjsurr@m @g,;p@ (PEBTEOTSHITES
LSS W 2 UNFlwIeH LLBIST Y enemTib (CZA), &HMIE(EL60 eDEFHSSH6T LILISH6V&HEN6TL GlLMHMS.

0 Key Exam Points / Gsijey (p&&WE (&mMILIL| &6t

» 1. The project is located in the Kukrail Reserve Forest, which also houses the Kukrail Gharial
Rehabilitation Centre (India's first gharial conservation centre, set up in 1975).

> @QSELLLD (GEBEMT6V STLILIE HITLIg6V HeMLDHSIETETS!; @I, (SEBEMT6V SH60TWIT6T LOM(EUTLPE 6RLOWILD
(1975-@6v BimieuliLlL @ bEHIWITaletT W&V SenTWITesT LITGISTLIL| 6DLOWILD) 2 _6T6ITg).

» 2. Night safaris in India are governed by CZA's Night Safari Guidelines and the Wild Life (Protection) Act,
1972.

» @bSHlwmelley @ ey FooLmiflgsT CZA-al6T @76y FoollMf] e STL(HSHEV8&6T LDMMILD eUesTaT 6V kIS,
(LumgsmLL) &L, 1972-60T &1 HlFeudl&esLiL (H&lesTment.

» 3. The Central Zoo Authority is the statutory body that regulates zoos in India under the Wild Life
(Protection) Act.

> WSS W 2 UNFIWLI6V LLBIST 24 6m6TTWILD, 6U6tTaN6VMIE (UTGISTLUIL) FLLESH6T S @ bHwmallsv

2 UNFW6Y L BISTEHSE06T 6 (LPMHIGUHISSHID FLLLILLTE SIeMDLILIMELD.



0 Static GK Connect

« FAMsLLLT @6y FoollMfl (1994) 2 ev&lest

PS50 @76 GBI euetTalleVkI(S,
L MBI & TEUM(GHLD.

e Singapore Night Safari (opened 1994) was
the world's first nocturnal wildlife park.

e CZA was established in 1992; it functions SCzA1902 @60 @QJ@"UULLQ @5]
&g)@]&@gga) 6U6TTLD LOMM)|LD asrra)(rfﬂsmsu

LOTMHM HEDLEFFSHSHSH60T &HLD
ReweoLhE M.

under the Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change.

* 60 [TWITET 6T60TLIS| HBIEDS HS)
SIMOLILN6V SmesoTLiLI(HID, iLPle6oT
eflerflbLN6L 2 6TT6IT LB6IT 2_650TETH)|LD (LD &HEBI6V
@\ 6oTLOM(GLD.

e The gharial is a critically endangered fish-
eating crocodilian found in the Ganga river
system.

0 Campus Biodiversity Register (CBR) Initiative Launched

euemma LIeVeY|uily LS Geu(h (CBR) wesTpwM &) C1&mL&&L0

0 Environment | O Citizen Science 0 Medium

0 The Nature Conservation Foundation (NCF), with the National Biodiversity Authority (NBA), has
launched the Campus Biodiversity Register (CBR) initiative to document biodiversity on college and
university campuses through surveys, campus walks and citizen-science platforms like iNaturalist, eBird
and Season Watch.

@uibens LTgISTUL HMEsLLen6T (NCF), CaE W LIsven|uly QemestTwg gL et (NBA) @)enestTibgl,
&6Vl LOMMILD LIEVEEMEVESLPE 6UETTEMISETI6D LISVEVIUNT&HSHETMLOE ! Y e16TITLILI(HSS 6U6TTS
Lsua U L& GCeu(h) (CBR) (WetTpwmEFlemws GG LRSI 6TTS], @& 66T, 6U6TTE [HEnL &6
oMb iNaturalist, eBird, Season Watch GUITESTD (819108 86T-HMEINWLIEY &H6ITMHISEN6TL
LweTUuhSSISmG|.

0 Key Exam Points / Gaijey (p&&wWE (&mMLIL| 6T

» 1. The CBR is inspired by the People's Biodiversity Register (PBR), which documents biodiversity and
traditional knowledge at village, town and city levels.

» CBR eT65TLIg)| &TTLOLD, [H&TLD LOMHMILD MBS WL LHISE 60 LsVaUNF HmiD urFbuflu mleneu
SeUETTTLILI(HSGILD & S6T LIsVsV|uNF LGl Lmev (PBR) Fy&&sLILLLE).

» 2. The National Biodiversity Authority (NBA) is a statutory body that regulates access to and
conservation of India's biological resources.

» CaFlw LIsLeVIUNT Syemesoriid (NBA) @ bdlwimailest 2 uNiflwev euerrmigerfleT 24am)(860 LDMHMILD
LTS TLenL 6(LMIEGUHISSHID SFLLLILLTEU SeMLOLILIMEGLD.

» 3. The initiative aims to strengthen conservation, improve ecosystem management and enhance
scientific awareness among students.

> @eTWWmHE LUMgISTLenL 6UsVILILI(HS S, (E:LP60 GLevmestTenlosnil GLoLI(HSS LD,
resstelFaelemL Gl SpleNwev e9flLiL|esoTTened HH&flEs6 D CHTEsLTES O)&mesT(H6Terg).

0 Static GK Connect



* The NBA was established in 2003 under * NBA 2003-@\6v 2 _ulifluisv

the Biological Diversity Act, 2002; LI6OT(LP &8 & 60T6mLD &L L LD, 2002-65T &1p
headquartered in Chennai. BIMIGULILLL&|; H6m6060LOWISLD O&F65T6n60T.
* PBRs are prepared by Biodiversity * PBR-&61T 2 6iTe6THIJ LOL L& &H160 LISLeYUIN T
Management Committees (BMCs) at the GLoevmessTEmLD (& (L& &6mmev (BMC)

local level. swrifl&ssLiLhéleTment.

* iNaturalist LommILb eBird 2_evasmTmaliw

(B9 L0&86T-SMlaNwieh Lieeyuq Libley
SHEMBIGHETT(GLD.

0 POLITY & GOVERNANCE / 9igflwevenioliL] & L&

0 EPFO Launches VISHWAS 2026 Dispute-Resolution Scheme

¢ iNaturalist and eBird are global citizen-
science biodiversity recording platforms.

EPFO 'ellelveurmeiy 2026' &7mM| &i6ys SHLLEMSS Cl&HTLRIS W)

0 Governance | 0 Labour 0 Medium

0 The Ministry of Labour & Employment, through the Employees' Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO),
launched VISHWAS 2026 — a Voluntary Initiative for Speedy Hearing and Waiver of Adverse Surcharges.
It is a one-time dispute-resolution scheme to settle long-pending damages/penalty disputes and promote
voluntary compliance.

Ggmiflevms MM CeueneveUTILIL] SeNLDEFSHLD, 2ETLHIWIT 61 (HMRISTEV eneULliL] Bl SienwliL (EPFO)
epsuid aflsivueumsiv 2026' SILLSMBS CISTLRIEILS — G)F) 6flenTouTerT 6N FTTenesT OMMILD LITSHSLOMest
FoL(hlH6V &L L ETUTTEISH6IT S6iT(ETHLIGSSBTENT SHEITEaTTeN (LPETPWIMEFIMGLD. BesorLsmeulonss Blgyieneuuilsy

2 66l CFH/UTTSHS SETTMIHEN6TS STEHSH6|LD, SHEOTETTT6U @eTTe:S5NS 2618 E)0il5&H60|D Q5 (H
Pevm SHTTM| SF6s S LTG0,

0 Key Exam Points / Gsijey (p&&H WS (&MILIL| 56T

» 1. The scheme was notified on 29 June 2026 and will remain operational for six months.

> @SS LD 2096tT 29, 2026 Si60TM| SIMONSSHLILILL GI; M| LOTSHMHIGEHEEHEF GClgFwev(Hb.

» 2. It covers disputes on damages/penalties under the EPF & Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952 and the
Code on Social Security, 2020.

> @5 26T ST 6U(HRISTE emeuliL] Hl6 & @&T eS&6T FLLID, 1952 oMmMILD &Feps LITGISTLILE FLLLD,
2020-681 Epmest CF&H/UTTSHS SHSHTTMISHEN6T 2 6T6TL WIS

» 3. Its aims are voluntary compliance, curbing prolonged litigation and fast-track digital settlement.

> SHETEUTITI6U @) 6T0TEHESLD, HlesHS 6ULDSESHeN6TE SL(HLIL(H&HEI&H6v MM eNenreumesT lgedll L6V &6y
S FWen6L @) & 60T CHTeHSMISET.

0 Static GK Connect

* EPFO was established in 1952; it is one of < EPFO 1952-@leb Blmieutiui_Lg); G5
the world's largest social security 2 su&leoT WISLIGILIFIW &eLpss LMGISTLIL
organisations. SI6MLOLIL|&6TI60 6R65TM).

* EPFO Glgmiflevrmsrriy ommiLd
GouemneveUTUILIL| S EMLDEFHS 60T LD
REweoLhHE M.

e EPFO functions under the Ministry of
Labour & Employment.

* FOPS LIMGISTULE FLLLD, 2020 eTesTLIg)

@S WITe6tT HT6OT(S) 6 (HRIE 606TTHS
Qi miflevmeny FLLMIS6I6V eo6sTm)I.

* The Code on Social Security, 2020 is one
of India's four consolidated labour codes.



0 NFHS-6 Health Report 2026 Released

NFHS-6 &&nmsny oml&ens 2026 Gleuerflu()
0 Governance | 0 Health 0 Medium

0 The National Family Health Survey-6 (NFHS-6), conducted during 2023-24, shows improvements in
maternal and child health but a rise in lifestyle-related diseases among adults. Institutional deliveries
rose to 90.6%, full immunisation to 87.1%, and stunting among under-fives fell from 35.5% to 29.3%.
2023-24-@6v BLESLLILL CaFWw & HILU &&THMTT Ylley-6 (NFHS-6), STil-G&FWI Hevssfley
(WesTCeeTHM &M WD, CluflweufssflenLGw sumpsenswenm FTrhe Crmiigssfler HSHsflLenuu|wn
STLHEMGI. Himieuest LNFFeuUmkigssT 90.6% &6, (WP HHILLLE 87.1% Sy &6e|b 2 WhHES!, BbHS
eS8 &L LLCLTlenLGw eueiedls &6Tmev 35.5%-60(HH&I 29.3% U858 (GODHSSI.

0 Key Exam Points / Gsjey (p&&WE (&mMILIL| &6t

» 1. Institutional deliveries rose from 88.6% (NFHS-5) to 90.6%; antenatal care coverage reached 95.9%.

» Himieuest LNJgFeumtigssiT 88.6%-60(HH&I (NFHS-5) 90.6% 4.6 2 WFH&6sT; &FLIL&Tev LIFTIflliL 95.9% &
6TLIgUIG).

» 2. India's Total Fertility Rate (TFR) remained stable at 2.0 — below the replacement level of 2.1.

> @bSHlwmellest GITES &(HeymIHe eN&IsW (TFR) 2.0 &8 Hlemeowims @) (HhSH%H — @ LOTMHM| LOL L LDT6sT
2.1-558 HCL.

» 3. Overweight, obesity and diabetes rose among adults, signalling a rise in lifestyle diseases.

» QuflweurseflenLCw &S eTevL, 2 L6V Li(FL6T mMID Biflfley NS &FEHSHGI; 6UTLPEN S (LPenM
Crmisefler 2 wisneus smL(Hi&Sm.

0 Static GK Connect

* NFHS is conducted by the Ministry of * NFHS &rasrrggrnju) LOHMID &HIDL H6V
Health & Family Welfare; IIPS Mumbai is the  Siem&gs55me0 BLESLILIGIEIDS); IIPS
nodal agency. (e GBITL6V HM|616DTLD.

* @LLLMHM| LL &(HEYMISH6V 6TETLIS| 62(Th
CluesETErm|8(8) 2.1 (BLPHEDSS6IT 6T6oTM TFR

ABLD.

* LTS (§60TMEV BITETLILL 26T | F&5 5]
GODUTLENL (UWSGISE FMHm 2 WITs
Gemmey) NIFHluedlsS ng).

0 ECONOMY & INTERNATIONAL / Qum(henmsmy & &jeuGs &b

0 RBI Financial Inclusion Index Rises to 70.0 in March 2026

* Replacement-level fertility is a TFR of 2.1
children per woman.

e Stunting reflects chronic under-nutrition
(low height-for-age).

ST H1S) 2 6oL &8 (GMIUI(H) wrys 2026-@ev 70.0 98 2 w6y
0 Economy | 0 RBI O Easy

0 The Reserve Bank of India's composite Financial Inclusion Index (Fl-Index) rose to 70.0 in March 2026
from 67.0 in March 2025 — a 4.48% increase — driven mainly by higher Usage. The index reflects the
deepening of financial services across the country.

@b&Hlw fageu euridlulest gal(h) H&H 2 siTerL&ss &MU (FI-Index) g 2025-@6v 67.0 4.8
@\mHsH 0 (HHSI WrjE 2026-@\6v 70.0 & 2 WHSHG — 4.48% S sl — (pe&&wwns
LIWI6STUIML L9 63T 2 WieumeV @\&| Bl&Lphe S BT(H (PG H&E CaeneudsT oy penLalsng @)&@mIui(hH
NrHuedlsEma!.



0 Key Exam Points / Gsijey (p&&wWE (&mMILIL| &6t

» 1. The Fl-Index tracks 97 indicators across three parameters: Access (35%), Usage (45%) and Quality
(20%).

» Fl-Index epstTm)| i6me(haas6rTlev 97 HMISTLI9&H606IT8 &650TaHTeusf185EME|: 6|86V (35%), LiwssTUm(h)
(45%), 7D (20%).

» 2. It has no base year and ranges from 0 (complete exclusion) to 100 (full inclusion).

> Q5N SgliLienL 6soT(h @evenesv; 0 (W e96V8E) (PSH6L 100 ((P(LD 2_6TETLESLD) 6UEHTT @)(THEELD.
» 3. The index was first introduced in August 2021 (for the year ending March 2021) and is published
annually.

> @&EMIWIMH WS6eTSHe6L sV 2021-@)60 M (PSLILHISSUILLLG] (LbTjE 2021 2 L6t
(Plg6UEDLULD Y 6ToT(HSB&TE); 4,600T(HCHTMID GleusluNLLILIHIE DS

0 Static GK Connect

* 9 7L gLig6v 1, 1935-@)6v
BimieuiulLgl; 1949-@)6v
CaAWLWILTSESLILILLG].

* RBI was established on 1 April 1935;
nationalised in 1949.

. 94;3‘,155 pwestumL(h) 6r6m|_u5® 45%)

* Higher Usage weightage (45%) reflects 6TEITLIS] Cl6UMILD WISV {606V, 1615516

emphasis on actual use of financial CFem6UBHEI 65T 2_658T60)LO U TEST

services, not just access. LwesTUTL (h& (& Si6Tfl& e LU (HID
PESHWSHGH|0USMSHE STL(HE M.

* 51 2 6IT6TL&&LD LN6TLD Z060T & 65T
Guirggest (2014) GuImstTM S L MISETTEV
25 f&sULHE DS

* Financial inclusion is supported by
schemes like PM Jan Dhan Yojana (2014).

0 NSE Launches Electronic Gold Receipts (EGRs)

eTesTeT6NV(@) LBl6tTEBTEDD)| SIS TFGHIH6n6T (EGR) Ml (pasliui(hSS W)
0 Economy | 0 Gold Market 0 Medium

0 The National Stock Exchange (NSE) launched Electronic Gold Receipts (EGRs) — a new segment to
bring transparency, efficiency and formalisation to India's gold market. EGRs are dematerialised
securities representing ownership of physical gold stored in SEBI-accredited vaults.

Capdw LimiGE gHheng (NSE) LletTesTern)| &his [&&IHen6T (EGR) SIMlpsLiLhlsSHug — @&
@hHWrelleT HhisE FHensguilev GleusfllLenLSse6Tenlo, SM6dT LMHMILD (PeOMLILI(H&HSH0608
Glamesor (hleu(md YHw Nifleum@o. EGR-&6TT eretTLIS| SEBI-Smi&sflés Il LTg|SriLsnmaerley
CailsaLL[HIbD @uINLNWLE) SHhisSHS 6T 2 fleneniss &M &L (el LSS Fhig6TTE@LD.

0 Key Exam Points / Gsijey (p&&WE (&mMILIL|&6iT

» 1. Each EGR is fully backed by physical gold and held electronically through depositories, tradeable on
the exchange.

> @6ubleum(h EGR-2_1b @uIDLNwieh HEISBSHSMED (P(WQeWITE 45 HlHHULIGSDS); MEULLISEISET A6
)etTesTann)| (PEMMUN6L 6Mm6USS) (HESLILIL(H), LIfleufsHsHeneTuiley auUfsHeHsD ClFulwIeumLD.

» 2. EGRs enable seamless conversion between physical and digital gold and allow trading in smaller
quantities.

> EGR-&6TT @uimiilwiey wmHnib pedllLed ShIsSS0E GenLCw SenLwbm mbmEHens
S0 S&HetTmerT; FlMW Si6emeyserflevid aUF&HSaD 1FIIWL eSS E6esTmEDT.

» 3. The aim is efficient price discovery, improved liquidity and greater trust among jewellers, refiners
and investors.



» HimenLowimest eNem6v HevoTL1)&H60, GLOLILL LISTLIL|L&S S LDMHMILD HeD&E SHenL 6T,
&SHHSLILTETTE6T, (PSS LTerIa6flenLCw Hs HLNSns Y &lLeme @) &6 CHT&ssLD.

0 Static GK Connect

* Q&9 (1988-@6v BimieuliLLLgl; 1992-
@60 FLLLILT6ULD) @bSHWmelles Limkis,
LOMHMILD LIESSTL&E &FHe0)S 8 6Tfl6T

6R(LD (S (P EDMWITEITTY.

* NSE 1992-@\6v BIm|eULILLLE; UTSHS5S
SlemadesTLilg @ b&Hlwimellesrt LlaLiGlLfw
LI (& SHenSWITEGLD.

e SEBI (est. 1988; statutory 1992) is the
regulator of India's securities and
commodities markets.

* NSE, established in 1992, is India's largest
stock exchange by turnover.

* India is among the world's largest * @BHWIT 2 su&l6T BISLGILIAW Hhigs

consumers of gold. HISTCeUMT BT(H&6r6V 6T M(G)LD.

0 NITI Aayog Releases First-Ever Investment Friendliness
Index

BH& UCWTS (PHL (PSH65L(H 2-&HS GMIUTLenL GleusfluilLg)

0 Economy | OIndex | 0 Tamil Nadu 0 Medium

0 NITI Aayog released the first-ever Investment Friendliness Index (IFl) to benchmark the readiness of
States and UTs to attract and sustain investment. Gujarat topped, followed by Maharashtra and Tamil
Nadu (3rd). The index assesses States across eight pillars.

(WPSHESLEDL FT&HSH6LD &8 5606USEH6LD MHlEVRISET MmMIWD Wiesilwesr NFCaamigsflet swmjhlensvsni
LEUINL, HF UCWITE P&V (P&HESL(H 2-8bHs GMIUILenL (IF]) QeusfluNLgl. GRS (WPSHeSlLLD

Ny 5881 NOSH C\BTLIHE! LSTTTe%kYTT LOHDID SVIPBTH (3eugl GLb). @&E&GMUIH e[
&ITevorS61fl60 LoMBlevmigGem6T ELILNHE DS

0 Key Exam Points / Gsijey (p&&Hws (MLILS6iT

» 1. Top ranks: Gujarat (56.6), Maharashtra (53.7), Tamil Nadu (3rd), followed by Goa and Odisha.

> (PSEOILMIGET: (§TTS (56.6), waTymanyrm (53.7), sBILHTH (36ug), OSTLIHS CHTeuT, eIe&TT.

» 2. Among hilly/NE States, Uttarakhand ranked highest; among UTs, Delhi and Chandigarh led.

> LDE®I6V/6UL &IPS (S, LOMHleLhISETI6) 2 &8 T&6uTL (PS60ILLD; wissilwest NrCasamigeflsy Glevedl LmMILD
F6UOTIQ&IT (LP6DTE0flEm6V.

» 3. The eight pillars: Infrastructure, Business Climate, Resources, Government Policy, Regulatory Ease,
Institutional Environment, Financial Health and Environmental Resilience.

> 6TL(h) SITETOTSEIT: 2 6T&HLLEBLOLIL|, 6U6TI & & (FHLPEV, EUETRIGET, SJ&E Cl&TETENS, 6 (LDMHI(E)(LPEDM
ererflemio, Hlmi66wTs (60, I UCTTEHEH WL, &HMHMIEF &LV LB6THmedt.
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* The index was prepared with technical ) @a’s@gﬂuﬁ@ CRIS”."G&.F Qg,rr@si)gjl'_u
2 gelluL6tT SWTSsIULLS]; 28

LOMTBl6VMRIGET LMMILD 8 Wl esflwiesT

NTCaHEmISHEn6IT 2 6TemL&&IWLIS!.

support from CRISIL, covering 28 States and
8 UTs.

* NITI Aayog (est. 1 January 2015) replaced &) yGwims (esteurfl 1, 2015-G6v

the Planning Commission; PM is its BmeuLlLg)) SILLS SHLolekemeoT
Chairperson. LrHMWS); NFSLT @)SH65T Hen6veul.
* Tamil Nadu's key strengths: infrastructure,  « SLLPHTLI960T (PEEIWI LIGVRISET:
environmental sustainability and business 2 6M&LLEnLIL|, &DM|E (FsLP6V
climate. Bl6m6VE H6TENLD, EUETTI18HE (F5L06V.

0 16th BRICS Health Ministers' Meeting Concludes in
Chandigarh

166ug| LN&600 &HHTHTT ENMDFFTEH6IT Fal LD &F6voTigsIf160 Hlemme]
0 International | 0 Health | 0 BRICS [ Medium

0 The 16th BRICS Health Ministers' Meeting concluded in Chandigarh (22-24 July 2026) under India's
BRICS Chairship 2026, adopting the 16th BRICS Health Ministerial Declaration on public health
cooperation, health equity and resilient healthcare systems.

166ug)| Nfl&60 &HTHTT HEOWWFFTH6IT Fal LD, @bHwmallest LNifl&en &emnevenoullesr S (S79smev 22-
24, 2026) sevrrigsiflev HlemMEUELHSHG!; ClUTEG| FHETSHMTT R&HHIEMWLIL], HHTSHTT FLOSSH|6ULD LOMMILD
BT Mt HHTHTT HenWLIL&ET GHMHS 166ug| Nfl&eN &&THTT Henw&shHlensy LNTsLeTsHms
FMMI& 61 TeBOTLG)!.

0 Key Exam Points / Ggijey (p&&ws (&mMILIL 6T

» 1. India announced the BRICS Network of Centres of Excellence on Mental Wellness, coordinated by
NIMHANS.

> LO6BTIHEV HGTTEHSIWILD GMSHS LNifléen HmLiL enwimkigsrflest euenevwenolienl @bHWT SnleN& s g);
NIMHANS 6@(hmi&)6m6BoTLIL| 6DILOWILD.

» 2. The meeting launched the BRICS Mission for Healthy Lifestyle and endorsed the Healthy Lifestyle
Promotion Roadmap (2026-2029).

> Fal LD HCITEHSIWLLTET 6UTLPEnS(WPenm&aTesT LNfléen SILLEHenss CSTLRmIE, HCTTesSIw
BUMLPEENS (PemM 2618 GHeNUIL PSS LSenS (2026-2029) HmISEs5 555!

» 3. A BRICS Expert Working Group on Traditional, Complementary and Integrative Medicine (TCIM) was
supported.

» LUTUFlW, &l6n6ewT LMMILD §(HhEISenewTHS (HSSHI6ULD (TCIM) GMISs LNiflésn bl sy
L1655f185 (5 (L0618 (& S5 T6Y 6Tl LIS
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*+ 2026-@6v @bSHlwm Lifl&en

* India holds the BRICS Chairship in 2026; BHEDCVEDLOENILI USSEIMG); & (1LICILIMTH6T
the theme centres on resilience, innovation,  LBeT&IMeT, LigHiemL0, P®S5SIE0PLIL| LDMHM)LD
cooperation and sustainability. 51601608 & 60TEMLDEM LI 6DLOWILDITE S
ClamevoTL &)
* NIMHANS, Bengaluru is India's apex @LDMI‘I’GDT&U Q"'E’JE@@ @\b&lwimeiedr
. A 2 §& LO6BTIH6EVLD LOMMILD HIFLDLINWIEV
mental health and neurosciences institute
Institute of National Import 2iBleslwed Blpieueorid (Gxelu
(Institute of National Importance). WEHWSSIe HmIELETLD).
* BRICS originally comprised Brazil, Russia, * Nifl&6n (1P&edlev LNCTHFlev, ekwim,
India, China and South Africa; it has since @mbéHlwm, Feorm, CgetteoTmLILNfl&H & Tem6L
expanded. 2 eTemL& & Wg); Lesteor eNifleLenLHSE!.

0 SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY / gimleflwiev & G5 miblevn|L LD

0 India to Build Five Indigenous Small Modular Reactors by

2033
2033-856T BHG| 2 6THTL(H FIMIW L LE 6| 2 606V&H606T @QHEIWIT S{6DL0EELD
0 Sci-Tech | & Nuclear 0 Hard

0 India plans to develop and operationalise at least five indigenously designed Small Modular Reactors
(SMRs) by 2033. The Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC) is designing a 220 MWe Bharat SMR
(BSMR-200), a 55 MWe SMR, and an up-to-5 MWth High-Temperature Gas-Cooled Reactor (HTGR).

2033-8 (86T (50MbHSHS| WHS| 2 6THTLI6V 6UigalenLDSSLILILL FMlw oL L8 21600)| 2 6D6V&6EM6T (SMR)

2 (heunssdl Quiss @nHwm HLLBIL([l6Terg). UmTum Sigm) Syrmiss enwwid (BARC) 220 MWe urmys
SMR (BSMR-200), 55 MWe SMR wmmib 5 MWth euenullevmsst 2 wij-Gleulitiblensy eumu]-@erflemLLLirL
2 emevenll (HTGR) 6U19616MLD5E| 6U(HEMG!.

0 Key Exam Points / Gsijey (p&&WE (&mMILIL| &6t

» 1. The Bharat SMR and SMR-55 use Pressurised Water Reactor (PWR) technology; the flagship
BSMR-200's lead unit is proposed at Tarapur (Maharashtra).

» UMys SMR mHMIb SMR-55 9W&HSLUILLL ] 26060 (PWR) Q&MH60HILLISNSLI LIWI6TL (h&SIH 6sTmenT;
(PS6sTEmLD BSMR-200-65T S6M606MLD H6V(& STTTLILLIF6L (LD&TTTeulgTT) (TGl mwiiiLl (heTers).

» 2. The HTGR will be developed at Visakhapatnam to produce hydrogen using nuclear heat.

» HTGR ellgmsLiLLl gestgSlev 2 (HeumssLiLhlb; el CleulitgensgLll LwesTU(H&E) enamL eensot

2 MU ClEFuiuLd.

» 3. India aims for 100 GW of nuclear power by 2047, with about 22 GW targeted by 2031-32.

> @HS WM 2047-8G6T 100 GW Sism0)|5856enW @6v&8M88 6 smesor(heTersg; 2031-32-8G6iT &L 22
GW @)6v5(8.
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* The Nuclear Energy Mission (Union Budget « ojsmi565) @uiss (2025-26 wHSw

2025-26) allocated ¥20,000 crore for LLGIgoL) 2 6THTL(H SMR-&@6hH&E T20,000
indigenous SMRs. Camy 681555

* BARC, headquartered in Trombay * BARC, 9mbGLI ((PLDE®LI) &H6M6V6RLOWISLD,
(Mumbai), was founded by Homi J. Bhabha 1954-@ev Gammibl Geo. LITLITeUT6Y

in 1954. BlmieulILLLg).

* An SMR typically has a capacity of up to * 62(H SMR GluTg|6ums 300 MWe eueniy

300 MWe and can be factory-built in Smett Cl&metoTLg); CIB TGS &H6TS
modules. QamimaTeneuuilev &L LLILILEVITLD.

0 PROMINENT PERSONALITIES / (& &)W 24,(6TH60IL0E6iT

0 Dr. Nandini Azad Honoured with Bharat Samman 2026

LT&LY Bh 6ol QL&TEH-8(8 LUMTS &Lwmest 2026 69)(Hg)
0 Personalities | 0 Award | 0 Tamil Nadu O Easy

0 Social activist Dr. Nandini Azad was awarded the Bharat Samman 2026 for women's empowerment,
recognising her decades of grassroots work uplifting economically marginalised women through the
Working Women's Forum (India) and the Indian Cooperative Network for Women.

FOPS QUTEUVT LTELIT BhHlesl] o &ms -8 CLestTa6T HSHSTT6fSHN6HMS LUMTE &Lmet 2026
aN(H& UPRISLILILLE, 2 60L& G GILIETTSET 6T (@HSHIWIT) MmMILD @bHHIW CLIeTS6T Fal (hmey
EUEMEVWIEHLOLIL] PLPEVLD QILIM(HEMTTSHTTSHSH60 68|&&LILILL ClLetTa:en6r GDLIHISSH W H6UTE] L6V
SEFTUSHEHTEV 398586 LI6tsi18 (S @& HBISSTFLD.

0 Key Exam Points / Gsijey (p&&Hws (&MILILS6iT

» 1. The award was presented in Dehradun by the International Institute of Education & Management
with the Economic Growth Foundation.

» @6ual(Hg GLTT(Hsvfl6v, FTeuCaHE H6vall & GLoevmstaTenLD HlMI6U6TTESTEV GILIT(HEITTSTT 66T
SIMESLLED6ITW|L 65T @)6n6soTIHE| eULPMISLILILLE).

» 2. Dr. Azad is president of the Working Women's Forum (India) (WWF-I) and the Indian Cooperative
Network for Women (ICNW).

> LTSLT QYFTSH 2 60108 EHLD ClLIssoTa:6iT esTmLd (@h&Hwm) (WWF-1) ommib @bHw ClLessTasT Fal (hmey
suemeuWIenLOLILN6ST (ICNW) S6m6v6 Q4euIi.

» 3. These women-led grassroots movements bring together more than 6 lakh members across four
southern States.

> @)IGILIETITS 6T &6m6V6MLOUNGVITEIT 19 &HSH6T @)UISHSMIGET 6lg65T6sTS HT6IT (S LOMHleVHkIS6I60 6
ILESHHIHEWD CLMHULL 2 MIUILN6ITEHEN6IT 6265716565078 &) 65TM6DT.
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* The Working Women's Forum (India) was * 2 60L& G LD GILIETITSETT ESTMILD (@) bE&Iuim)

founded in 1978 in Chennai by Jaya 1978-@)6v GlgstTemesnTuiley Gleowim
Arunachalam. S(HETVTTEEVSSHT6V [HIMEULILILL &)
* Financial inclusion and microcredit for * OILIGTOTS: (ETH &S TEIT [H &) 2_6T6ITL & &LD
women are central to WWF-I and ICNW's LOMMILD hl6vorasL 65T WWF-I ommiid ICNW-6st
work. L6t uSl6sT 63mLOUILDM(SLD.
e Dr. Nandini Azad's work spans Tamil Nadu ) ng]n{asLU Emgsgﬂﬂ%%@—m Li6gof]

d other southern states > QDW@ 2o oTeN L1 bIHeoTeors
an ' rblevriserfley LiFellu|eTens).

0 Study smart, succeed with ATHIYAMAN ACADEMY! [ 8681859181
0 15l wiomest SS&TLLSIL|L 65T LSS &FTedSH S enTons L Liigs gl Gleumn) Clumimigseir! 0 8681859181
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