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ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY / &hm)& @160 & Lefufwiev

1. India Launches Clouded Leopard Conservation Action Plan
Cu&ag Hmsens UTHISTLLEF GlFWwWev S L0 @bHWT ClSTLHRIS WS

India launched a dedicated Clouded Leopard Conservation Action Plan (CAP) on 4 August 2026, marking International
Clouded Leopard Day. The plan was prepared under the Government of India-GEF-UNDP initiative and was released at the
91st meeting of the Standing Committee of the National Board for Wildlife (SCNBWL) held at Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu.
FTeuCss Cag HmIsens Sletme 4 &6l 2026 eTm), C&s FHm|SHemssaTer seoflé UL UTgISTLLE Cl&Fwey
FILLGems (CAP) @bH W GHTLEISWS]. @bHWT rs-GEF-UNDP wwmfulfest £ swmflésliulL @sSLLD,
SOPHTLIgest CamubLSHETlev BenLelLmm CaHEW auesTalevrki@, sumflws et hlemsvds @ wedlest (SCNBWL) 91-61g)

Fal LgH60 GleusluNLLiLIlLg|.

KEY EXAM POINTS / &Hlws Gsijeys (&ML gsir

Released on 4 August 2026 — International Clouded Leopard Day.

Prepared under the Government of India-GEF-UNDP initiative; technical report by the Wildlife Institute of India (WII),
Dehradun.

Identifies 14 priority conservation landscapes across North-East India for habitat restoration and corridor conservation.
Clouded leopard is listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List and placed in Schedule | of the Wild Life (Protection) Act,
1972.

Included under the Species Recovery Programme of the Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats (IDWH) scheme.

Monitoring tools: camera traps, occupancy surveys, genetic analysis, environmental DNA (eDNA) and the M-STrIPES
app for frontline staff.

The WII technical report covers three small/medium wild cats — Caracal, Fishing Cat and Clouded Leopard.

4 o560l 2026 — &FeUCHF Cas HMSemns SHertsseTm| GleusfluNL LI L g).

@h&HWw rs-GEF-UNDP pwmdlullest £1p swmfliL; Qgmblevmilu Hmlesengsenwt GLIT(E6T @bSw eueTallsumhi(s,
Bimieusstid (WII) WM& s g

ULEIE G @HSHlwmailey 14 (pestenlfleniolt LITgISTLL BIeVLILIFLIL &6 SenLWIT6ITD SmesoTLiLIL (h6iT6ImeoT.

Guag Amigems IUCN HeuliLll LLiguwiedley 'UmSl&sLiLLSFalguwg|’ (Vulnerable); sussteSleumi@ Ll LMg|STLILE FLLLD
1972-@)6tT L L6usmennr I-@l6v @ILLbGILIMMIETETS).

sustTeNl6VMmIE, eUMLPIL s efl6tT (il enetnrhs GLLUITL(H& HLL&Hler (IDWH) @lesrll CLeworev Sl L&Hlev
GarsasluL(h6Temg).

SesorssmesoflLiL]: Cawrm ClUmM&seT, Qi &E TslliL o e &6, FUsw)| LiGLUTile], &Hm&@ELpsv DNA (eDNA), M-STrPES
QFwel.

Wil Qi &emas smysse, ety Lisneot ommIb Cosd Hlmisens &l epestm] STL(HILI LLEn6sT @)60TmhIgenerm

2 6OTLEEIWIG).

Static GK Connect

The National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) is a statutory body Ga&lw susstaNevmiE, sumflwn (NBWL) eustTeSlevrs &L
constituted under the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, chaired LUMgISMTLULE FLLLD 1972-@)65T SLp ensHasLlLLL FLLULpFeu
by the Prime Minister; its Standing Committee is chaired by S{enLOLIL]; LNTHLOF SHET HED6V6UIT. 1565608 (5 (06 E(E LSS
the Union Environment Minister. The Wildlife Institute of India GDDIFELP60 SHDEFEF] SHEMEVENL STHIGSIMTT. @bl
(WII) was established in 1982 at Dehradun. The Global suesTeflevrai(g, thimieuesid (WII) 1982-Glev GLym(Fesflev

BmieulLCLg). 2 eusermeilw &MHmI& E@L6v eugd) (GEF) 1991-
@6V 2 (HEUMSSLILILLG).

POLITY & GOVERNANCE / 9ip&lwesvenioliL] & L&)

Environment Facility (GEF) was set up in 1991.
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2. Registration of Births and Deaths (Amendment) Bill, 2026 Taken Up in Rajya Sabha

Moy wmnib @muiLl ugley (H(HSHS) WeeTsT, 2026 WwrhHlevmseTeneuullsv 6 (h &8IS0l s maTaTLLLLS)

The Registration of Births and Deaths (Amendment) Bill, 2026 — introduced in the Lok Sabha by Minister of State for
Home Affairs Nityanand Rai and passed by the Lok Sabha on 31 July 2026 — was moved for consideration and passing in
the Rajya Sabha on 4 August 2026. It tightens the rules for delayed registration of births and deaths.

2 6T5I6MM @) 6NETTWIENEFEF HlSWITeTHS FTLITEY L&&emeneUuisy Hmeae0 GlFwwliLl(h) 31 e8ensv 2026 Si6tTM)
wa&semeneluilsy HlenmGsummiiLiL NmLiy wHmIDL @mUL udey (H(HSHs) LCFTHT, 2026, 4 &6 2026 S6TM)
rhleuriseTeneuuiley eSleurs s S m &0 HlenmGeunHMEHH MG 6T(H & S1S6 S MTeTLILLLG]. STLo&LmeT LNMLUIL-@mULL

u&ley eNlFlaener @& &HenwW s GHSH MmE.
KEY EXAM POINTS / wp&&lws Gsijeys (&ML a6

* Amends the Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969 (last amended in 2023).
* Creates a two-tier approval mechanism based on the length of the delay in reporting.

* Delay of more than 1 year but up to 2 years: order of a District Magistrate, Sub-Divisional Magistrate or an authorised

Executive Magistrate.

* Delay of more than 2 years: order only of a Judicial Magistrate of the First Class.

* Registration of births and deaths is mandatory; the certificate provides legal identity to an individual.

* Objective: make delayed registration more stringent and encourage timely reporting.

oLy wHmIb @l udeys Flrid, 1969-2 (semLflwrs 2023-@)6v HHSSLILLLE]) H(HSHSME!.

* BTSHSHH6T HT6V 6Tall6dT SigLlILenL UL @) (H Si(H &G RLILSH6D (PEOMEDLL 2 (HEUTE&HS DS

o 1 oy6u0T(h)8 (& CLo6L 2 Y 6stT(H &6 6UeD T STDSLD: MeUL L QL Flwiy, Ul LT Fwf 60608 HSl&TTweflesasliulL ClFuwey

BeeumesT 2 S576,.

* 2 9 650T(h & (6THE (& GLO6L HTOGLD: (P&6L 6UEGLIL| BHSHEIemM BSH6UTET 2 55 T6 L (HGLD.
o NoUY-@mULL ey SLLTWWTETS; FTeTMISL &6vlbLI(HE &S FLLLILLT6U HeDLIITETESMS 6ULPMRIHSMS).
» GEr&sW: HTLGL LSHlenel ShHlemwwmess), 2 flu CrrsHev Lfle| ClaFiw 2ard @ aidg60.

Static GK Connect

The Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969 is
administered by the Registrar General of India (RGI) under the
Ministry of Home Affairs. The 2023 amendment enabled a
national database of registered births and deaths and made
the birth certificate a single document for admission, marriage
registration, passport and Aadhaar. Civil registration is a
Concurrent List subject (Entry 30, List IIl).

oLy wHmib @mULl udeys sLLid, 1969 2 6Tgiemm
SIOWEFHSH 60T S @bH WL LIFleumsTy BrwsHssmsv (RGI)
Bljeud ssLiL{HEma]. 2023 Hl(HEHHD CoHFW Semallevmet
WpUL-@DUYS STeYSSETSMS 2 (HeumsE, LNDULE
gneTmsHenLp Caiaens, SH(Hoewrll L6y, SLeEEFL(H), QST
SLENIUMM|SETETT RMEMNM U,ELETITLOTES Y S WG (8)96MLLI
ugley QumgIt UL iguieSlev (Ll guisv ll, 2 smerf(h) 30) 2 siTemg).
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3. Centre Proposes National Rules for Two-Wheeled Road Ambulances

B (HESHET FMENEV B LDLI6VEITENVE (6THS(E CHEFIW 69H&Hemn6rT WHHW T8 (PeTGIMLHE S

The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH) issued a draft notification on 3 August 2026 proposing
amendments to the Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989, to create — for the first time — a distinct regulatory category for
two-wheeled road ambulances (bike ambulances).

Frensull CUIMEE6UTSHS! LoMHMILD Gl H ERFTEN6L SenEssHD (MORTH) 3 i a6Vl 2026 6T 6usnFey SiMlal&Hens
GleustluNL(H), wHH W ComliLmy surgssst eNh&sT, 1989-@l6v H(HESmIGEnET (TR HHHI. @) ([HEFSHST FTeN6V

&Y LDL{6VETTENVES (6THE5(8) (6MLIS 2 LDL|6V6DTEN) &65fl gL MIE (LPenmLI LNifl6y (PSHET(LPEOMWITE 2 (HEUMSSLILIHISIMS].

KEY EXAM POINTS / wp&&lws Gsijeys (&mlLiL a6l

» Draft notification issued on 3 August 2026 amending the Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989.

e Adopts the standard AIS-209 (Part 1):2026 — Construction and Functional Requirements for Life Support Two-Wheeled
Road Ambulances.

* Covers vehicle stability and braking, parking brake and gradeability, rear visibility, coupling integrity, warning devices
and safe patient restraint.

* L2 category two-wheeled road ambulances manufactured on or after 1 October 2027 must comply.

* Aim: rapid emergency response and last-mile medical access in rural, remote and hilly terrain.

* Draft placed in the public domain; comments invited for 30 days.

* 3 956 2026 96T 6UemTEY SiMleNEemas; &SI GTLLT] eurses af&lasT, 1989 H(HSHHLD.

* AIS-209 (LE&) 1):2026 srbHlensy gmaLLBIE MG — 2 UNFESTUL @) (HEHEHT FTEN6V Y LDL|6VESTEN S (6THE: M6
SLLenwliL LHMID CFwsLLTL(H& CaHeneussT.

* sumasesT HlemevliL &g etenid, HHILILY (LNCTE) QFwesvdmeir, LNesTLsvs G5 fley, @enewriiL 2 M), sr&gfl&Hemna
FGHeuTRISET, CHTITsT] UTGISTLIL U SILIEHE 2 6TETLESLD.

o 1 o56LmU 2027 oi60Tm)| Si6V6V&] HSMGLI et Hwmf&sliu@ib L2 Nifley eunsesThigssT @lengd sHenL L1y &Ha
GouesoT(HILD.

» GE&sW: SFTwLLm, CSTEOVGTT LMHMID WeneVLILIGSse6rTlev eSlenTeumeT oeUgT L (HE g6 Caene.

* auemre] Glumg Gleuslufev emeussLiLIL(H 30 BTL&ST & (H&SI86T CamyLiLL (b siTemeoT.

Static GK Connect

The Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 and the Central Motor Vehicles @nHwTeNsy Fremevll CLITE G 6UT&Heng GLOMTLLITY 6UTE60TE
Rules, 1989 govern road transport in India. AlS (Automotive gLLLD, 1988 MHMID w&HHW GTLLTT eursser edlglser, 1989
Industry Standards) are framed by the Automotive Research Bljeuds&leoTment. AlS (eumsents Qs mLHlev SHlemevsei)
Association of India (ARAI), Pune. Road transport is a Gevreslev 2 6iTe @bl 6UMEHEST TS FaigsSHT60
Concurrent List subject. The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act, (ARAI) 61(&&&LIL[HIEEITMEDT. EMen6vll CLIMES@G6TSHS] CILIMS)LI

UL 1gwiedl6b 2 6iTerg). GOMLLT eumgent ($H)(HSHs) FLLLD, 2019

2019 introduced the 'Good Samaritan’ protection. ; ; ) ’ -
"I56V6V FLOMAW6dT LTS TLIenU HM)(PSLIL[HSSHWIG].

ECONOMY & INTERNATIONAL / GlUm(pemnm& My & FjeuGsH&F1D

ATHIYAMAN ACADEMY | 8681859181 | Page 3 of 12



4. Parliament Amends Payment and Settlement Systems Act — Legal Path Opens for MDR
on Digital Payments

&LL6BIT LDMHMILD &T6Y HEDLLIL|GH6T FLLEEMS BTLTEHLOTTMLD H(HHSH WG] — L9l L6V &L L 6ToTMHhIS EThH8E MDR
aN&lés FLL aulf

On 4 August 2026, Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman introduced the Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill,
2026 in the Lok Sabha, amending Section 10A of the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007. The change creates
the first legal authority since 2020 for a possible future Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) on specified digital payment
modes.

4 g 56100 2026 SietTm) WHEH W B wenogs| Hljeor FSmymoedt, eufleNSlL MM ND FLLRISST (H(HSHS) LEFTSHT,
2026-23 &&H6TEn6UUIN HTEHSH) CFWISTT. @5 SLL6soT LMHMID Si6y SenliLgsT FLLLD, 2007-@)etr LN fle] 10A-208
HHSHEMGI. GMILNNLL 198 L 60 HLLETT (LPENMEETHS(E, 6T T&HTev& 60 sustol & HemEmLly aN&lHd (MDR) eSl&h&s
2020-8@L MG, (PSH6L (PemmWTs FLL eulfl Sim&HEMmE).

KEY EXAM POINTS / wp&&lws Gsijeys &L seir

« Bill introduced in the Lok Sabha on 4 August 2026 by the Union Finance Minister.
¢ Amends Section 10A of the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007.

* Section 10A will now cover payment modes that the Central Government specifies by notification, instead of referring
to the tax provision.

e Zero-MDR on UPI and RuPay debit cards was mandated from 1 January 2020; the Bill itself does not levy any charge.

* The Bill specifies no fee, rate or timeline; any charge would need a separate government notification.

* Reports suggest a possible MDR of 0.3%-0.5% on transactions above Rs 2,000 for merchants with turnover above Rs
1.5 crore. Consumers and small merchants are proposed to stay exempt.

e 4 956 2026 Si6sTm)| LSS HIHIENLFFTTEV & SH6TeneUUN6L LDECFTHIT HTEHEH60.

* &L Lewor LOMHMILD HTey SenliL|&eT FLLLD, 2007-@\str Lifley 10A H(m&sLILBIE DS

+ aurfl eNHemwids ML HeusDHGL LHevrs, LEHHW AT HMleNEemawmsy GHMIUNHID sLLesT WwenmassnsT LNifley
10A 2 6TeTL&(SLD.

+ UPI bimmibd emGL UMM L emL & (EhEE 1 eaeoreurfl 2020 (p&Hev Lysoedlwi-MDR 21060160 2 6T6Tg|; @H& LEFTHT 6ThHSH &
SLLeTHMS WD 6N h & oHeTsvemev.

» CFTEHTaN6L &L L6BITD, ANSIHLD 606V &HT6V L LEUH6ST 6T&lIe|D GMILLINLLILLaN6Ven6; H6sfl DiTa Mlellsens
Gxemew.

* ¢m.1.5 Gamig s g Gy aNMmMI(LPSHE0 2 66T eu6ss &178 (6THE S . 2,000-8 &, Gosument Lifleufsgeneraserfley 0.3%-0.5%
MDR eueuLd eTesTm)| ClFWIS&6TT; HISFTCeUTT, Flm) euesti&sFaseT allevs 8, Clumisur.

Static GK Connect

MDR is the fee a merchant pays to a bank/payment service 1925 L6V &L L650TEH60S MM &S TETeUHM ST 66wsi 18T
provider for accepting a digital payment. The Payment and 6UMIEE) 65(8)/ 8L 650 GE6mEL 6ULDMIGH([HE & 01FI&HGID
Settlement Systems Act, 2007 empowers the RBI to regulate &L L6worGL MDR. &1L 6wtT LOMMILD SI76Y 6MLDLIL|&6T FLLLD,

payment systems; the Board for Regulation and Supervision of =~ 2007 &LL6WT SE0OLILSEN6T (REIGLGHISS NEFT6l eumkihs g
Payment and Settlement Systems (BPSS) is its apex body. UPI SiFlamyd SefleEEns); BPSS Sige 2 65 Sienwliy. UPl-gg

was launched by NPCI in April 2016. NPCI was set up in 2008 NPFI gLIT6V 2.016'@6.“ Qg?m-ré“ﬁ“"@' NPCI 2908'@6b
as an umbrella organisation for retail payments. @6\)6"@@_3"—'—%@&’@5&”6” GEOL SHemDLILITE
BlmieuliLlLg).
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5. L&T Wins Over Rs 15,000 Crore Ultra-Mega Offshore Order from ADNOC

ADNOC Blmj6ustta &Ll (hb&] €mh.15,000 Gamigd @b CLoevmest SI6VLFT-GI&T SLEVEFTT LILIHSHSHNS L&amp;T
QuODSI

Larsen & Toubro’s offshore hydrocarbon arm, L&T Energy Hydrocarbon Offshore, announced on 4 August 2026 that it had
secured an ultra-mega order worth more than Rs 15,000 crore from ADNOC Offshore of the United Arab Emirates for a
major project in West Asia.

eVTTEeT evorl (FLICTT HimieussTe &6t &L6LEMy enamlGrmamyLest Lifleurss L&amp;T etested] smaum L CrmasmiyLesTt
ool 1By, GHasrdlwmelsy e(f CL(HL SILLEHM&ETS B&H W T SBrssHer ADNOC &y coliGas Ty
HimieueTS S L L8N (HHS] em.15,000 Casirigss @b CLosumest 6L TT-CIO&T LILBSHSHOSHL ClLUMMSTE 4 &6 2026 6T
SAMNSSS!.

KEY EXAM POINTS / p&&\ws Csije s &mILIL a6l

* Announced on 4 August 2026; contract value above Rs 15,000 crore.

* In L&T's order classification, an 'ultra-mega’ order is one valued above Rs 15,000 crore.

* Scope: engineering, procurement, construction, installation and commissioning (EPCIC) of offshore facilities plus
upgrading of existing facilities.

e L&T Energy Hydrocarbon Offshore is the lead partner of the executing consortium.

* A significant share of fabrication will be done at L&T'’s Indian fabrication yards.

* ADNOC — Abu Dhabi National Oil Company — is the state oil company of the UAE.

e 4 956 2026 9etTm| SMleNLIL; eUILIBHE SHILIL eF.15,000 GCasmigs g GLosv.

o L&amp;T-@)6tT suemsLILITL g6V eF.15,000 GaiTleds (& GLosL 2 6T6Ir QY TLIT "6V FT-GI&sT’ sTesTLILI(HILD.

* Liewofl: SLEVEFTT euFH)S6rfl6tT euigeuenLoliL], G\&BTET(LPSH6D, HL(HILOMETLD, Hlm|6uev LHMID @WHSS CGTLESSWD (EPCIC);
FH0&H6eTGoL 2 66T s serflest GLobLm(h).

» QEweLHSEID Fal LenwlILN6dT (PpSHeTenoll URGSTIT L&amp;T eTerTel] 6naun L Crmas L6 & co ICaTy.

» 2 HuGEIL Lesflseflsr sesoflFwmest LGS L&amp;T-@eir @bHws Qsmhhaamssrfled Comolamsmerliu(Hb.

» ADNOC — o5 mL9 Ca&w stesoTlevoriil [HmiaussTiD — &SI L] HBTHSHH60T T8 6T600T 66T [HM)|61I6DBTLD.

Static GK Connect

Larsen & Toubro was founded in 1938 in Mumbai by Danish 6VM&6sT Syevorl (FLIGTT 1938-@)6v (pemLIuN6L GL6sfleid
engineers Henning Holck-Larsen and Soren Kristian Toubro. QuUITPlwTeTE6T Clameoresth GamTeV&-60TT&esT LMHMILD
The UAE is among India’s top trading partners; the India-UAE Germesr &pleiviguiest (FLGTT Su&GWIMTTey HIMIeULILILL §).
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) WE&BHW T BrssD GHHwmaier esreensi] oufgseL
came into force on 1 May 2022. ADNOC was established in urg el serley geetrm; GbSlwm-UAE elifleumest

1971 and is headquartered in Abu Dhabi. QIUITGHETTSTTE Fal LTessTenlo eeUiLibsLD (CEPA) 1 Glo 2022

PSBH6L 16V E) eubSSI. ADNOC 1971-@\6b hlimieuliuilLg);
HEMEVENLOWISHLD L SHTLI.
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6. India and Uzbekistan Target Doubling of Bilateral Trade to About $3 Billion

@ STLIL 6UTSHSHHSH60S &M 3 LNevedlwest Lrevyms @ rliglilimgss @\bHWT-2 6006ILISlevsTeT @608 (&,

At the India-Uzbekistan Business Forum held on 3 August 2026, Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal and
Uzbekistan’s Minister of Investment, Industry and Trade Laziz Kudratov set a target of doubling bilateral trade to about $3
billion within three years, with a focus on critical minerals and rare earths.

3 &6V 2026 6] HEOLGILMM @HSHIWLIT-2 6106 LIE6VSTET eU6sHils L6tTM &6V, &SI auessilasd MHMID

Qs mflsuglenm Sen&sy LNuLes Camsy MHMID 2 snelL&levgTeT (W&6eS(H), QST LMHMID UFSHSHE HEMLDEFEFT
eumerSleny (H&TCHTeU U HECWITT, eLpeiTm) 21,680 (H&6fl60 @ (HSTLIL| 6UTSHSHHHeNS &MY 3 L6060 WI6dT LT6VFTE

@l lILTE G0 @levsens HlFesTuNSSH6uT. (P&H W s sevflomigssT MM Hiflw LoessT S6oflLomis e &, (WesTanliflenlo.

KEY EXAM POINTS / wp&&lws Gsijeys (&ML a6

¢ India-Uzbekistan Business Forum held on 3 August 2026.

* Bilateral trade grew about 30% last year to $1.3 billion.

e Target: about $3 billion within three years (roughly doubling current trade).

* Focus areas: critical minerals and rare earth elements, joint investment, manufacturing and innovation.

¢ Uzbekistan holds significant reserves of minerals used in EV batteries, semiconductors and renewable energy
equipment.

¢ Uzbekistan is a doubly landlocked country in Central Asia; capital Tashkent.

* 3 560 2026 Si6Tm| @ HSIWIT-2 6106 LIEl6V S T6T eU6wfles L6TMLD HEMLEILIMME).

» BLHS et @ HSTLIL eUTSHSHD &HMF 30% eueTihgl 1.3 LN6LeSWwesT Lrsventy erllgig].

* 0605 & eedTm 2 etuT(hS6Tl6L &My 3 NevedlwesT LTevy (5HCLTenS W eUTS 5550 @ TLlgliL]).

* HEU6ITLD: (P& WS &6sflLomIsET, S ifl Lesor &evflmhigsT, Fal () (PSH6eSH), 2 MHLISS) MHMID L|&HSHTEELD.

* lesTEMy eumaseeT GULLIf, (HemmasLEHS), UgILINGES5588 6TflasH 6 @5 CaHeneulmeT &eoflombigsT
2 66ILIEevGTesfleb HSLD.

» 2 6VGILIEleVGT6T SHH W Y Flimallsv 2 6Ter '@rlenL Hlevd (@D’ BT(H); HEM6VHET &HT6Ik6T0TL .

Static GK Connect

Uzbekistan is one of only two doubly landlocked countries in 2 6860 2 6iTer @TesoTGL '@ TLenL Hlevid (s’ BT(h&6rfs0

the world (the other is Liechtenstein). It is a member of the 2 6N0ILEleVSTetT 68T (LDMGIMITETN)| 658 L 63TENV6ML6TT). @S
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO), of which India OUMRIS T & 5IenLpLIL] SiemLifer (SCO) 2 miLiSer;
became a full member in 2017. India’s Chabahar port in Iran @oSwm 2017-Gl6v (P 2-MILINESTTENTE). FTesilesr &MY
and the International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) SIODPSLD LOHMID FTEUCHE EULEE-C1BDE CUTEG6UTSHS
are key routes for trade with Central Asia. The 'India-Central auflBBLID (INSTC) S B LFWTe|LETTET UTHSHSSID G

(P&HWITeTEm6L. (P&H6V ' @QBHWT-SHE W YFWT 2 F&

Asia Summit’ was first held virtually in January 2022.
wrkTH’ westeulfl 2022-@l6v Hr6lesoTmed) euLfluiey HLHSS!.
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7. India’s Installed Power Capacity Projected to Reach 874 GW by 2031-32

2031-32-8 6T @bSHlwmellest HimieuliLilL lest 2 MUSSHS Slmest 874 GW-g3 6T (HILD 6T6wT 6T FLIMTLILY

In a written reply in the Rajya Sabha on 3 August 2026, Minister of State for Power Shripad Naik stated that India’s
installed power generation capacity is projected to reach 874 GW by 2031-32, up from 5,48,858 MW as of 30 June 2026.
3 g &610L 2026 6tTm)| LOMIH6VMEISGETEMeUUNED 616G eT(WSHSILILLTeU LI&eS6, 6TETTSHE MM @)60650TWINLDEFT LIHLITES
BTwiss, 30 o986t 2026 [bleveurLiLilg 5,48,858 Glameur L 2 6Ter @bHlwmelsst HimieulitilL W6t 2 MHLISSS Hmedr,
2031-32-8(8)6T 874 GW-g3 eT_(h1d sT6dTm)| O\ &HfeNSH ST

KEY EXAM POINTS / p&&\ws Gsije|s (&ML &6l

e Stated in a Rajya Sabha written reply on 3 August 2026 by MoS (Power) Shripad Naik.

¢ Installed capacity as on 30 June 2026: 5,48,858 MW (about 549 GW).

* Non-fossil fuel sources account for about 54.18% of installed capacity; coal remains the largest single source.

e About 1,47,720 MW of renewable capacity is under construction, along with pumped storage and battery storage
projects.

e Around 1,91,474 ckm of transmission lines and 1,274 GVA of transformation capacity planned between 2022-23 and
2031-32.

e AT&C losses fell to 15.04% in FY 2024-25; rural power supply averaged 22.6 hours a day.

* 3 560 2026 Si65TM)| LOMBlEVEIG6TEm6 6T(W&S&ILILLToU Liedl6h @)emetorileniog sy LGLITES Hws Glgflafliy.

* 30 gg9etr 2026 [HleveurliLig HimieulililL Smesr: 5,48,858 GlosmeumL (&wmy 549 GW).

» QEs8 HlMevflev LiemaLigaiomm erfless) epsumkigssT &My 54.18%; bhlev&sif] @stTen|b Ll&LGILIFIWL ¢eMenm eP6ULD.

» &My 1,47,720 Qwameurl g ILN&Es55868 Slmeir &L (Hmersslev; @enmlil Gl wmmib CuLLfl CaLslliLg
S L18(6THLD 2_6iT6IT6oT.

» 2022-23 (psev 2031-32 susmy 1,91,474 Fsuyl &).15. uflommm eulflssiT, 1,274 GVA wrhm|g SHmest
SILLLLLC (o).

* 2024-25-@)60 AT&amp;C @ILpLIL&6T 15.04% 24,58 &enmbsHent; SmwLliLm et eNBICwmsD srmaflums
BT\ TesTM|& (&) 22.6 Lewofl CHiyLD.

Static GK Connect

Electricity is a Concurrent List subject. The Central Electricity Wlestamrb Clumgt Ll iguiey ClUM(BHeT. WSS W letTa
Authority (CEA) is a statutory body under the Electricity Act, SpemesoTd (CEA) W\t mys gLLLD, 2003-@)6T &L @) WwimkiGLD
2003. India’s Panchamrit pledge at COP26 (Glasgow, 2021) gLLULT6U OjenioLil]. COP26 (SlemmsivGasim, 2021) @6y
includes 500 GW of non-fossil capacity by 2030 and net-zero @ndlwreiler ‘LiEhamiljs’ 2 miSlelomfluilsy 2030-8@eT 500
by 2070. AT&C stands for Aggregate Technical and GW LemgLigeuomm Slmedr, 2070-& @6l Hl&7-L,e sl

U E D6 ILEIGLD. AT&amp;C eTeTLIg) CLomE s
QB mPl6VHIL LI LoMMILD euetsllas @LOLIL|S6T.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY / giffleflwi6v & Qg mfleumi Uit

Commercial losses.
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8. IIT Hyderabad Launches ANUGYAN — India’s First Industry-Academia Nuclear Technology
Programme

ANUGYAN — @b&lwimaflert (p&6v C1&miflev-s6v6al @lenestths HenI&s5 S CISTIHVHILLS S LS5 IIT
MG TTUTE O SHTLMHIS WIS

IIT Hyderabad, in collaboration with Crimson Energy Experts Pvt. Ltd. (CEEPL), launched ANUGYAN — the Nuclear
Technology Orientation Programme (NTOP) — with its inaugural batch commencing on 3 August 2026. It is India’s first
industry-academia programme dedicated to the civil nuclear energy sector.

&liflbgetr eTesTF ) 6T&HEMVLITLON BIMIeUEsTEHSIL 65T @ enestrbal T enamsymumsg, ANUGYAN — e 585868 G5 TLH60mIL LI
SN (W& HLLEHens (NTOP) QaTLmSWG]; (P60 Si6wofl 3 Qs 2026 i6Tm| CISTLRISILIG]. (59600 a0 F&HSHS5
SlemME6IS6eT o FLiLel&as Ll L @bSHlwmeileT (pgev CSmH60-s6vei @enestThs &L @)gIemELD.

KEY EXAM POINTS / p&&ws Gsijes &ML &6l

e Inaugural batch commenced on 3 August 2026 at the IIT Hyderabad campus.

* Partner: Crimson Energy Experts Pvt. Ltd. (CEEPL).

e Three-month residential programme; India’s first industry-academia nuclear technology course.

e Curriculum: reactor physics, thermal hydraulics, Small Modular Reactors (SMRs), nuclear safety, regulatory compliance
and simulator-based training.

e Aim: build a pool of deployment-ready professionals for India’s expanding civil nuclear sector.

¢ Participants drawn from engineering institutions, public sector organisations and industry across the country.

* 39560 2026 eTm] IT DS TTLTS 6UETTSHSH6V (P&H6V 6u5fl C1STLESLD.

* Lrigsmerfl: Sliflbgstt eTestFed) sTds6r0LITL6N LemrGoul e91B1GILL (CEEPL).

* PLPEITM)| LOITS SHHIEGLD eUenss HILLLD; @bHwmalsr (p&Hsev C&mLflev-s6v6S @lenestThs e F&HHs C&mLleum|LLIL
Lig L.

o UMLSHILLLD: 2 6m6v8 SHflwisv, Gleuiu Hiflwevy, Fplw L (h 2 6m6v&6T (SMR), el LITHISTLIL, 62(L0 (&N
@esTE 8D, 2 (HeusLU(H&& 8560 LuNme.

» GEr&sW: a9fleUenLILLD (Gl Hew)|FSHHE &lInMEES &WTFTHEn6v HL|6STTHEN6IT 2 (HEUTE &S 60.

 QurMluwev seval HimIeuesTRISST, QLTS ISS I HlM|eUTRISST MHMID G\STHMEImMUNeS (HHbgI
LB GeHMUITEITTS6T.

Static GK Connect

India’s civil nuclear programme follows Homi J. Bhabha's QBHSWTANGT &6l HEWIFESHS SHLL Gammidl Ce.
three-stage plan. The Atomic Energy Regulatory Board (AERB) umrumeest epetTmI-Hlemevs Sl LSens L1 NeTUMMISEIMS].
was set up in 1983; the Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) e FES) @ (MG Lpenm sumflwid (AERB) 1983-E)6v

was created in 1954 and functions directly under the Prime SAOWEHSUILLLG|; HTDFSHSS Glenn (DAE) 1954-@)6v
Minister. Kudankulam in Tamil Nadu hosts India’s largest 2 heumgsULL (b Nrswifler Chres s (hiLum e

nuclear power station. Small Modular Reactors (SMRs) QUGS DG HODBTLIGET ol BIGTHSHI60 @bHwmailesr

BsLGlLflw eIl Hleneuwild 2 6Terg). Eplwl L (h)
2 6m6V&6T (SMR) GILITE|6UTE 6(Th H6V(&H (& 300 MWe eueniy
2 HuUGH GlFuiub.

typically generate up to 300 MWe per unit.
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9. Gujarat Reports 22 Child Deaths in Chandipura Virus Outbreak

FMHEHITT 6m6UFey LIFeuedlev &R elev 22 (&W0heng a6 2 ufloLiL

Gujarat Health Minister Praful Pansheriya stated on 3 August 2026 that 22 children had died in the state’s current
monsoon-season Chandipura virus (CHPV) outbreak. Of 184 suspected cases, 35 had tested positive; all patients were
below 15 years of age.

BLLUIL| LI(HEULEnLOE STev&H60 (&R ITeHHlev FThHHLTT eneuren (CHPV) LFalsumsy 22 (&LHengassT 2 UNFLphesTs
DIHl6V &HHETHTTHHIENM HMWESFT LN TooL|6v LITTCFFIWLIT 3 &6l 2026 SetTm) Q5 HeNSsSTT. 184 FhGHeE5H M flw
Grrwmerflaeflsy 35 GL(hEE CHTL 2 m|H); SfemesTau(HLD 15 UG |8 &L UL LEUTEHET.

KEY EXAM POINTS / p&&lws Gsijes &mLiL g6l

e Statement made on 3 August 2026 by the Gujarat Health Minister.

e 22 deaths; 184 suspected cases; 35 laboratory-confirmed; all patients below 15 years.

* Chandipura virus is an arbovirus of the genus Vesiculovirus, family Rhabdoviridae.

e Main vector: sandflies (Phlebotomus species); it can also be carried by ticks and mosquitoes.

* It causes acute encephalitis — rapid progression from fever to brain inflammation, seizures, coma and organ failure.

e Case fatality ratio is high, roughly 56-75%; there is no specific antiviral treatment or vaccine.

e The virus was first identified in 1965 in Chandipura village, Nagpur district, Maharashtra.

e 3 91560 2026 QTN (HRQTTS FHETHTTHSHIMM &6t HmledlLiL.

« 22 2 uNiflpliysesiT; 184 sHGsHe Crmwmaflser; 35 GL(hE @ oo 2 mSLILT(H); SiemesTeu(hHbd 15 euig)s @ Ul GLmy.

» FMHHLTT sneurevy — FriGLTeNFICL & HIbusSesr CleudGGsumensuren GuIflesreHens s CafhHe o, TCLmeneaUTs.

* (P&6oTenLOLl LIFLILN: LoesoTev Fré&6iT (Phlebotomus); 2 etuTensl1 &6, G\ &Mar&&6iT 6ULSIWLITEHELLD LIT6L6VITLD.

* &(hlevwmest eemsT ipmElenw (encephalitis) gOHUHISHID — SMLFFE0ES)([HHSI 6uedILIL], WIESLD, 2 M(LILEF
QlEwedpLiL] eusny efemFeoums (LMHMILD.

* @l eN&HD HH&LD, &M 56-75%; Hevfle HlEHleens ssveug &HILLLE @svenev.

» 1965-@)6V L& MO TIT BTELLT LOMeUL L &&\60T FMHEILTT STTSSH60 (PS6iT(PSHe016V SesoTL MILILILILLS).

Static GK Connect

The National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC), New Delhi, GCaHlw Crms sl HLum () enwwibd (NCDC), Lg) &sved —
identifies sandflies as the main vector of Chandipura virus. FMhSILTT 696UT6erdledT (PSEtTENLOLI LITLILNWITE LD6TITE0

The National Institute of Virology (NIV) is at Pune. Other re&e06Te GNIUNHEDSI. Caglw eneurmeugs) Hlmieuesrd
vector-borne encephalitis diseases in India include Japanese (NIV) YGesreslev 2 6iTemrg). @blwimafest Hm Ly euld)

Encephalitis (mosquito-borne, vaccine available) and Kyasanur = CL606T SIMHE GrBMULISSET: eRUILITE LI ELPEn6TE: & TILIEF6)
(Q&ms: eulf), BHILLLE 2 6iTemg)), HlwmEenry S Comil
(2_svoT60f] 6ULY), HFBHTLEIT).

PROMINENT PERSONALITIES / (ip&&\W S4,(6TH6mLO & 6T

Forest Disease (tick-borne, Karnataka).
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10. Justice M.S. Liberhan, Head of the Babri Masjid Inquiry Commission, Passes Away at 87

LML D@8 69 &F T 65T Q46m6T0TWIS, &6m6V6eUT HHILIL 6TLD.6T6M. 6SILITEAUDITETT HL0G| 87-618)] 6UWIL6V STEVLDTEOTITIT

Justice (Retd.) Manmohan Singh Liberhan, who headed the Liberhan Ayodhya Commission of Inquiry into the demolition
of the Babri Masjid, died on 2 August 2026 at the age of 87. He was a former Chief Justice of the Madras and Andhra

Pradesh High Courts.

Umuy &S @il G &S eNemEs eSluFammet HCUITSE) & TTen6wT QLeETTILISH 6T HEn6V6UTTS @)(HHS
spU1e|6Lmm BHILS) WwesTComassst Fki eSLIFaMTeT, 2 &6 2026 60T HLOG| 87-6UG| UUIH6D SHTEVLDTEBTITI. S{6UTT
GleestTement LHMID BT NFCHE 2 Wiy BHL6TMRIG 66T (LPESTETTET HemeVenLd HHILIS) U eUTT.

KEY EXAM POINTS / p&&lws Gsijeys (&ML g6l

* Died on 2 August 2026, aged 87; born on 11 November 1938.
¢ Former Chief Justice of the Madras High Court and the Andhra Pradesh High Court; former judge of the Punjab and

Haryana High Court.

* Headed the Liberhan Ayodhya Commission of Inquiry for 17 years — one of the longest-running commissions of inquiry

in India.

* The Commission was set up on 16 December 1992, ten days after the demolition of the Babri Masjid on 6 December

1992.

¢ |ts report concluded that the events of 6 December 1992 were 'neither spontaneous nor unplanned’.

* Began practice as a lawyer in Ambala before moving to the Punjab and Haryana High Court at Chandigarh.

* 2 9560 2026 9y6tTm 87-6u8) euwSl60 enmey; LNMLIL 11 meubLif 1938,

» QFstTenest LMHMID Y HATL NFECHE 2 Wiy BH06TMHIS6I6T (LPESTETTET Hemevenlo BHILIS); LiEhFTL-amflWmesTT 2wy

IBEID6STD (Lp6sTEuTITSIT [BEHILIE).

* e0lLFammeT GWITEHH eNFTTem6wer QY en6stTWSHH MG 17 4680T(H1&H6T Hemevento — @bEIWITalN6sT H68sTL 8 T6V

N FTIT60)600T 246m650T LIRS 61160 6R65TM)].

* 6 19&FDLIT 1992 umuf LGS @IS EGL LSS BTLESEHSEGL NN, 16 9&FbUf 1992 o6Tm] S,6m650TWILD

SIMDSSLILILLG].

* 6 9FDUF 1992 Hl&D6&6T 'SetTerl|FemnawmeTensd {6060, SILLLOILLILILTHEnE {6060’ 6T6TM| M &Hm (Plge| ClFWLISHE].

* 9|bUMeVTeNleY eSS M) (EHTTEHL Lisstllenwis Gl LRI, LN6sTerT &F6voTlgsfl6v Li(Eh&TLI-am I WLIm6sTT 2 Wi

BETDHSIN & CFemmTy.
Static GK Connect

Commissions of Inquiry in India are appointed under the
Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952; their findings are
recommendatory, not binding. The Madras High Court,
established in 1862, is one of India’s three oldest High Courts
along with Bombay and Calcutta. Article 217 of the

Constitution deals with the appointment of High Court judges.

@nSHWTeN6L eNSFTTEn6ToT Y60 60T ILIMISET 691 &FITT6n 50T
SLEMETOTWITRISET FLLLD, 1952-@\6tt 1D Hlwdl&asLiu (b esTmer;
Sieummlest sevot(HLNgLILs6T LflhglenrCw saly
SLLTWID6V6V. 1862-@6 HimieuLiLL GlFeTenssT 2 Wiy
BHIDETMLD, (PLEMLI LMHMILD G\&TeVE: S S TeLL65T @)\Ihh wimesesr
ELPEOTM)| LILPEMLDWITEST 2 W HESID6ETMHISE6) ¢R65Tm).
Sir&lwevsn et 217-6ug| Nifley 2w HSloesTMm

BHILIS &6 HlWILn6sTLD LMHMIWLIS).
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11. Commemorative Stamp Released on Satish Gujral’s Birth Centenary

F&H61% (GITMEV |HITMMT6sT(H eNLPTeneUGIWITL Ly 66T Bi(6hF6V H6m6v Gleuerflui(h

The Department of Posts released a commemorative postage stamp on 3 August 2026 to mark the birth centenary of
Satish Gujral — the noted Indian painter, sculptor, muralist, architect and writer. Union Minister for Communications
Jyotiraditya Scindia unveiled the stamp at Bikaner House, New Delhi.

YaLpelumm @nHw eaflwry, HML, &euCrmalwis &enevEhy, &LLLE &6n6V(EhT LDMMILD 6T(SHSTEIT F&H61% (&S rmedleor
BITOMTEsoT(h) eNPTeneUGIWITLLY, S(EHFLGIENM 3 U &6V 2026 6Tm)] Hlem6nTe)| 3i(Eh&F6V SHemeven il GleueflulLg). gHSHw
HHEUMGSTLITL SHen&s] Cormdlrmdsw AbHwm Lg) £eved) NasrGsry ameysrilsy Sigensor GleuslulLmy.

KEY EXAM POINTS / wp&&lws Gsijeys (&mlLiL a6l

¢ Released on 3 August 2026 by the Department of Posts, Ministry of Communications.

e Unveiled by Union Communications Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia at Bikaner House, New Delhi.

¢ |ssued in collaboration with the Raseel Gujral Art Legacy (RGAL).

* Denomination Rs 5; features a rare 2010 self-portrait — one of only four self-portraits Satish Gujral painted.

e Satish Gujral was born on 25 December 1925; RGAL issued limited-edition philatelic sets of 25 stamps echoing his birth
date.

* He was the brother of former Prime Minister Inder Kumar Gujral.

e 3 56 2026 SI60TM)| HHEUGISTLITL] HEMLDEFSHSHH6T 4(6hFV&I6nMIITED Gleustlui().

* 15| £16060) LN&TGeoT M6 enl6L LGS HEHEUMGSTLIL Henw&s] G rmdHsw AnbHwm GleustluNLmy.

o &6V (GTmev Y L Glevsd) (RGAL) SienioliL|LeT @enewrhal GleustluLriilL &)

* I eR.5; 2010-@)6V 6UlT sUnTHS SHflW & 2 (HeulILLLD @)L DEILIMMI6ITENE| — S6U 6UenTHE HIT6tT (S &rll
2 (HeULILIL Mig6Tflev ¢R6bTm).

o FH6% (HWIMEL 25 FbUF 1925-@6v NDHSTY; H6urg LNMHS HTEM6T oL lg 25 S6n608&6T G&TesoTL 6L6MFWLIM|E&LILILL
Qam@LLsensTu b RGAL GleusflulllLg).

» @\6uT (petTesTT6T LNTHLT @HST (ST G TTeSlest FCHTSHTT eUTH.

Static GK Connect

Satish Gujral (1925-2020) received the Padma Vibhushan in F&H6% BTV (1925-2020) 1999-86v LIS eNlLLo6s0T 67 (HS)
1999. He designed the Belgian Embassy in New Delhi, ranked QUODTY. Lgl Hev6SIuTl6n 2 6iTem ClLILEW HITSHTEES

among the world’s finest buildings of the 20th century by the SLLLENS el eUDISHTT; FTUCHE &I LLE &H6060(6hTSH6T
International Forum of Architects. India’s first postage stamp LTS SHITEV 20-241D BITHDTETETIY68T FIDBHS &L LLBIS6T 60
after Independence was issued on 21 November 1947. The RIS QG| CHIBCIS[HEHILLLE). F5bSTSHSDEL
National Philatelic Museum is in New Delhi. NmamesT @ mbHWTaN6IT (PHEV 31(EHF) Hem6v 21 MHEUDLIT

1947-@ev GeusfluNLLILIL L. CHFW i(EHFH Hemey
SI(HAISTLAWSLD L5 &levedlulley 2 6Ters)|.

IMPORTANT DAYS / (p&&W HITL&6iT
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12. International Clouded Leopard Day — 4 August

FreuGaHa Cas FiM|GHms HleoTld — o g6l 4

International Clouded Leopard Day is observed every year on 4 August to raise awareness about the clouded leopard,
one of Asia’s most elusive and threatened wild cats. India marked the 2026 observance by launching its Clouded Leopard
Conservation Action Plan.

pFwmedet W& N FSTeT, B188M|5560185 (& 6T6MTerT SITL(HLI LLen6uT @)60ThIS (6Th6T eedTmTest G g FlMIsens & 5Hs5
NPl esorened FMHU[HSHS evoT(HCHTMID &L 4 HeTm| FFeuCsHE Casd HiMiSHens Hlerd SenFfleslLhHiSna!.
2026-4,10 Sy6507(h) HlevTHens @l @BHWIT Heorg| Css Hm|sHemns LITgsTiLE CFwsy SLLEms CleusfluilLg).

KEY EXAM POINTS / p&&lws Gsijes &mLiL g6l

e Observed annually on 4 August.

e Focus species: the clouded leopard (Neofelis nebulosa), found in the forests of North-East India, and parts of South and
South-East Asia.

* Known for the longest canine teeth relative to body size among living cats, and for exceptional tree-climbing ability.

¢ [UCN status: Vulnerable; Schedule | of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972; CITES Appendix I.

¢ In India, the clouded leopard is the state animal of Meghalaya.

¢ The Clouded Leopard National Park is located in Tripura.

* oY EET(HICHTMID Y BV 4 60T HeDIFFSHSLILHISMS].

« emwwiomest 2 ulliflesrid: Css FlMisens (Neofelis nebulosa) — euL&&E @BHWT, Q&MHE LHMILD 6CI&HE6sTEILPE &
2w srhserfley srewrliubhlEms).

* 216V 2665 (8 LI 6UM(PLD LienesT @)esTrigserflGsuGw L& Hemmest GamenyLl LM&6T; Fmbg b gmib Slmebr.

« IUCN [flemev: LTSS & LILILEFalgUIg)]; eUetTeNl6umk(G LI LIMGISTLLE FLLLD 1972 9 Leusnessor |; CITES @eneworii |.

» @bHwreNsv Cuas Hmisemng Casmeuwlm rHlevs S est TH6V a916VHIE) i (G)L.

s Gwas HMiGens CaHWL st HiflTmalsy SienLbhe 6Terg.

Static GK Connect

Other wildlife-related days: World Wildlife Day (3 March), LM eu6tTON6LMI(G H6TTRISET: 2 608 6U6sTOT6VMIE) &6uTLD

International Tiger Day (29 July), World Elephant Day (12 (omjE 3), F7euCsHE L|601&6iT Sl6uTld (796m6v 29), 2 608

August), World Lion Day (10 August), World Rhino Day (22 WITEM6BTEHET H6oTLD (8610l 12), 2 608 FRISBIG6T H6oTLd

September). CITES came into force in 1975 and India joined in (48601 10), 2 608 &mestrLmbl(Ha Slevrld (ClFULDLT 22).

1976. CITES 1975-@)60 SLO6VI& (& 6UbHSHS]; @bSHIWIT 1976-@)60
Qe
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