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1. India Assigns Standardised Names to 27 Places and Features in Arunachal

Pradesh on Survey of India Maps

Sl (HewTngevLl NFCHFHH6L 27 @LmIs6T MmMILD Hlevailuley LDEFMIS(ETHEE, QIhHIw
S|6TEMEUS FI6MM eUENITLIL IS 66V [Hl6mr16vWImesT ClLIWIFS6IT 6ULPMBISLILILL 65T

On 7 August 2026 the Union Ministry of Home Affairs, in consultation with the Government of Arunachal
Pradesh, assigned standardised official names to 27 places and geographical features on the official maps
prepared by the Survey of India. The list covers settlements, war memorials, high-altitude lakes and mountain
passes. On the same day the Ministry of External Affairs reaffirmed India's sovereignty over Arunachal
Pradesh, which India treats as an integral part of the country in all official statements and maps.

2026 o560 7 Si6TM), DSHHIL 2 6THIEDM SHEMFFHLD, Si(HEsoTTEFL LNTECHF HT&HL65T H6VHBHTCELVTH &G,
@B sTemeud Glemm (Survey of India) Swimiflé @ HHSMILILLTeU euenTLLEIS6I60 27 @)L MhIg6T MHmILD
Hl60e N W6V HLDE IS (6THE (& [HlenevILITesT HSHSTTLILLToUL QLIWLTSH606T supridlwig). @ UL lgu16d60
GLuNLILEsT, GUTT HlenesTallLmISET, 2 WIFLTeT fifl&6T LMMILD EM6VE SHetTeUMULIS6T SLHIGW. HCS
Berfley, f(mevrmaevl) NFGCH&w g mer @mbHwmellst @enmwimsssrenlosni Gleusflumey oHemLo&F8L0D

Bevor(Hid 2 MIHLIL[HISSH WG]

KEY EXAM POINTS / Gsije| (p&&lws (&L &6iT

Date: 7 August 2026; agencies involved — Ministry of
Home Affairs, Government of Arunachal Pradesh,
Survey of India.

27 places and geographical features given
standardised names on the official Indian map.

Mountain passes named include Thag La, Dzo La, Riza
La, Pukur La and Bisa.

Long Ju, associated with the 1959 border incident, is on
the list.

War memorials include the Sher-e-Thapa Memorial
(honouring Trilok Singh Thapa) and Jaswant Garh.

Sambho Sarovar, a high-altitude lake, and settlements
such as Jairampur, Maja village, Shivaji Nagar and
Kamlang Nagar are included.

MHA stated the purpose is precise identification of
features and greater public awareness.

Gad): 2026 oy &6l 7; FOUBSLILILL S6MLOLIL|SH6T —
2 6TI6MM SHEMEFFSHLD, Si(Hevormgevll NFCse Siysr,
@hHw sieTemalS Glen/D.

SIS sTriLLTel @S W euenTLLESHI6D 27 @)L mhig6T
LMHMILD BN HLDEFEISETHE () Hl6m6VWIT6sT
QuUWTS6T.

QWU L 1069608 &650TUMIISEIT: &Td 60T, LEerT
6, &I 6VIT, L& 60T LOMM|LD LNEIT.

1959 6T6V6MEVE FLDLIUSHEL 65T GISTLITLIEMLI 60T 279
(Long Ju) LIL 9160160 2 6iT6Ig;.

Gurmy ihlemesTeN L Mg 6iT: Cagiy-6T-SmUIT HlemestallL LD
(HfGeums: Fral HrLmeneu G&6mresls ) mHmID
WENEUDHS &Y.

o wiyomest giflwimest UM &Grmeur; Gl UWIFTDLLT,
Lmer SFmold, Heured &I, HLDEVITEI BT QW
&N (HLILSEHLD L hIELD.

S|DFHBIGENETS HI6VEOILILOTS DL ITEITLD HIT6soTe LD,
Curg s seflenLCGw eNPlLiL|swTTeneu i &Il &6 b
©)5| CBT&SLD 6TETT 2_67T5|60M SENLDFFEHLD

Q5 fleliSs5.
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Static GK Connect

Survey of India is India's national mapping agency and
the oldest scientific department of the Government of
India, set up in 1767; headquartered at Dehradun.
Arunachal Pradesh is a north-eastern state known as
the 'Land of the Rising Sun'; capital Itanagar; it shares
borders with China, Bhutan and Myanmar. The Line of
Actual Control (LAC) is the de facto, non-demarcated
boundary between India and China, about 3,488 km
long. In the 1962 Sino-Indian War fighting took place in
the eastern (NEFA) and western (Aksai Chin) sectors;
Jaswant Garh commemorates Rifleman Jaswant Singh
Rawat of the Battle of Nuranang.

@nhHIW SeTensus Glenm (Survey of India)
@nHwmelsr CHFW euenTLL HemLILIMEW; 1767-60
Bimieuliul L @& @béHw g6 WBlsL LILpenLoulmesT
SNy glemm; HEnEVELOWSLD GLTT(E6DT.
Simesermgeull NFGaH&W '2 swi (G flwesfletr mm(H)' eTesr
SIMLPS&&LILIHILD eULEILPE S LOMIH6VLD; &6M6VHET

@ LTHSIT; Feorm, L Lm6dT, LBIWITEOTLON & Wweumm)|L 65T
ETEVEMEVEMWLILI LIS TEIM & . 2 650T60)LOWIT6DT
sLHLUUTLHE Camb (LAC) stesTLIg)| @bHwm-SFeorm
©@)6m L CUILITETT, 6T6VE6V EUEMTUIMIESLILILTS
HERL(LPEMM 6T6V6M6V; GOy 3,488 &).L6. Bemid. 1962
@bSHW-Feorls GUTT HlLpssE, (NEFA) mmib Gom @
(S188m Fl6or) LGS serfl60 emL6lLIMM&; HIF6oTTH
Guriflest 651 em ool NeTGLO6IT 6Mv6UHS FlbI [FTeL & &6t
516D60TEUTE E6MV6UDHS &I D 6DILDIHSI6ITES|.

2. Punjab Tops NITI Aayog School Education Quality Index (SEQI) 2026, Overtaking

Kerala

1518 uCGuins: usiteifla sevails 51 (HMIUI{H (SEQI) 2026-60 Gaspemmsnsu (IS LIEHEFTLI
w5601

Punjab secured the first rank in the NITI Aayog School Education Quality Index (SEQI) 2026, moving ahead of
Kerala. The state government placed the ranking, along with details of school infrastructure upgrades,
learning outcomes and teacher training, before the Punjab Vidhan Sabha at Chandigarh on 6 August 2026.
Punjab had ranked 27th in the 2020 edition of the index, making the climb to first place the sharpest

improvement recorded by any state.

H1&) HGwims et LisTels s6valls 57 &MIuI([H (SEQI) 2026-6v Cayemrmeneu (Ph& LIEHETL LOMHI6VLD
WSOILEmBLI L1958 8. LsiTerflé sLLenLliL Cobum), sHmev eNlensmeaygssit LMmMID A FlwF LuNme
GMI5s a9eurmisEhHL6T @hsS Srelflengenul, 2026 &6 6 Si65TM)| F6toTlg s fleV LIEHETL
FLLUGUTemeUUN6Y OME6V T8 SHTEH &6V GlFUISHS]. 2020 Qb 46v0T(hH) (HMIUIL 1960 LIEHEFTLI 27-6u5| @IL5SH60
B (EHSHG; (PSOILESH MG 2 WTHSS! 6THS rHlevd Ll ClFulsg WBlslGLflw wpeTGarmmLomELD.

KEY EXAM POINTS / G516 (p&&Elws (ML 86T

Punjab ranked 1st in SEQI 2026; it stood 27th in 2020.
Event date: statement made in the Punjab Vidhan
Sabha, Chandigarh, on 6 August 2026.

Class lll proficiency: 82% in language skills and 78% in
mathematics.

Infrastructure upgraded in 19,125 schools at a reported

cost of about Rs 2,638 crore; 80% smart classrooms.

882 government-school students qualified NEET-UG in
2026 against 80 in 2021, credited to the PACE (Punjab
Academic Coaching for Excellence) initiative.

SEQI 2026-60 LIEH&TLI (p&60LLD; 2020-60 27-6185)|
Lodle QBhss-

551068 CaHS): 2026 256V 6 60TM)| F6voTle5If160
L@Eparl FLLIGCLTemeuuiley MLy

ELPSSTMITLD 61 (& LILS Slmedt: Glomibls Hmesflev 82%,
&H6u0f1BH5H S0 78%.
19,125 usireflserflsv Loy erm.2,638 Gamly GlFeuailey

sLLenwLlIL Gobum(h); 80% 60WTFL 6U(ELILIEDM ST,

2021-6b 80 Cuify eretTD Hlem6VUNES) (HHSI 2026-60 882
Siy&L usisrfl omesoreufassT NEET-UG G &8 — PACE
SHLLG 6ot LimisserflLiLy.
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Punjab is the first Indian state to introduce Artificial
Intelligence as a core subject from Class | to Class XII.

Mission Samarth — level-based (not grade-based)
foundational learning — covers nearly 12 lakh students
and over 70,000 teachers.

Static GK Connect

NITI Aayog (National Institution for Transforming India)
is the Government of India's policy think tank, set up
on 1 January 2015 replacing the Planning Commission;
its Chairperson is the Prime Minister. SEQI — the School
Education Quality Index — evaluates States and UTs on
learning outcomes, access, infrastructure, equity and
governance processes. Punjab's capital is Chandigarh
(shared with Haryana); the state was formed in its
present shape on 1 November 1966 and is often called
India's 'Granary'. NEET-UG is conducted by the National
Testing Agency for MBBS/BDS admissions.

@6TM)| (PSH6L LI6tT6sflT6soTLITLD 6U(GLIL| 6uen ) QFWMenss
IH|6BoT6BBTM 6m6U (LPSEIWILI LITLLOMTES HM(WP&LILI(HISS W
@hHWITaN6DT (LPS&H6L LOMBIEVLD LIEHETL.

'IBleg6tT FLOFE' — 6U(GLIL g LILIEnLUN6V S{606VTLOEV
HMHMEY Hlensy SilglILIEDLUNGVTETT SlgLILIENLE SMHMEV
SILLLD; &Lomy 12 euL&LD LomessTeufa6T, 70,000-8 (&L
GuoulL s Aflugser.

51&) o Guwimss (National Institution for Transforming
India) @mbH W F&letr Cl&meiTens oy ll6]
SeMLILMGLD; HILLE &L66%60)|5 L1 LHevms 2015
ooeteullfl 1 Si6oTm HIMIGULILILL &; HS&H60T HEBV6UIT
Wrswiy. SEQI — usTefls sevalls 1 GHMIUI[H — sHm6L
6N 6M6ITEL H6IT, BT H6V, HLLEOLOLIL], FLOSHG(61LD
LMHMILD S (EHENSHE ClF WV (LPENMEET lgLiLienLuT6v
IHleVrkIg6T MHMILD uiesflwler NFEssmisemsT
LHUNHE M. LIEHFTLI6T H606VHSIT F6v0Tlg8T
(amflwmestmeyLest LSTLLHIEMS!); SHCLTENSW
6ulgeN6L 1966 HEULDLIT 1 Si65TM)| 2 (HEUMESLILILL |;
@nhSHlwimeles 'sresflwd semepdlwLd eTeor
SiempssLLbhiEmagl. NEET-UG Gsijeneu MBBS/BDS
CorsamassTs Cadlwug Coie] (paeHem (NTA)
BLESIEDS-

3. NITI Aayog Releases Report 'Reimagining Care: Strategies for Empowering

Caregivers in Viksit Bharat@2047'

'Reimagining Care: ef&&8 LMTEH@2047-6v LFTWIFILILTETTE&H 606 6UsYILILI(H &SI 2 &) &6l
Mlsensenw H1H) HGuims GCleuefluiliLg)

NITI Aayog released the report 'Reimagining Care: Strategies for Empowering Caregivers in Viksit
Bharat@2047' in New Delhi in the first week of August 2026 (released 5-6 August 2026). The report sets out a
roadmap for building an organised, professional and future-ready caregiving ecosystem in India through
policy reform, workforce development and institutional support, and positions India as a potential global hub

for care services as its population ages.

'Reimagining Care: 6916818 LMT&@2047-60 LFTOFLULTETF&HeN6T eUVILILI(HSSHID 2 SH&6IT' 6T65TM
SMIGensemnw H&H Cwims 2026 Y &60L (P&H6V 6UTTEHSHE0 (2860 5-6, 2026) Lig) Hlsuedlulisy
QeusWILL ). Cl&msiTens g FiH(HeHSW, LisssilwmeTy Gbum(h wMMID HIMIeU6sT QLET6Y & weum et
epeud @BAWMaTsy (MISENESLILILL, Q&HTLH6VLpemM LMHMILD THFETeVs &WTTHeney Gl mesorL
ugmwifliyg @LpevenioLienLl 2 (HeuUms @G eulflami(h) Cpmlenw @bHe HM&ens (PeiTeneUSHEIME].

KEY EXAM POINTS / G516 (p&&Elws (ML 86T

Released by Ashok Kumar Lahiri, Vice-Chairperson, NITI
Aayog, in New Delhi (5-6 August 2026).

Present at the release: Dr. R. Balasubramaniam,
Member, NITI Aayog, and Nidhi Chhibber, CEO, NITI
Aayog.

516 YCUITE &|6m65TS SHEM6VeUT &(h. HCFTE (G LMy
eomamifl j6uFSH6ITT6L Ll HleveSluiisy
QeueuNL L L&) (2026 oy &6M0L 5-6).

GleuefuSiig6v &evbHg ClamesaTCLTT: &) Wi
2 MIULN6STT LITELT &4, LITeV&LIFLO6siIILID, H60606mL0&
Clawesv HH&mifl Sl B L.
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Recommends a National Policy on Caregiving (NPC).

Recommends a National Caregiver Council (NCC) to
regulate training, accreditation, certification and
quality standards.

Proposes a National Caregiver Registry and a digital
portal for caregivers.

ugmwilliygsssrer CaHFlws ClamsTens (NPC)
2 (HeumsaL Lflhg|6nT.

LUNME, SIrILESTTLD, FTesTm6rlLiL] LMHMILD

STBEMEVEEM6TT 6 (LM LIHSHS CaHdlwL
ugmwifliumery westmd (NCC) jems sl Liflhg en.

CaAws ugmwfliumsTy LS Gou(h) LHMILD
LT FLILITeT & (6Th& SIT6tT LE)6tT6sT6n0)| 6160606 MU0

(erGlmley.

Objectives: better quality of care, workforce welfare,
professional recognition, employment generation and a
larger Indian role in the global caregiving economy.

CrressmseT: Flnbhg LFTflliLg b, Lsssilwmery
H6V60T, GISTLHEV (DM SiMmILSMTTLD, GosnseveuILiL]
2 (HEUMEELD LMHMILD 2 sv&emmeiiw LFm L
CUTmETTSTISH 60 @ H&HIwimedlesr Lirkiens

eNifleums &b,

Static GK Connect

The NITI Aayog Vice-Chairperson (as of August 2026) is
Ashok Kumar Lahiri; the post carries Cabinet Minister
rank. Viksit Bharat@2047 is the Government of India's
vision of a developed India by 2047, the centenary of
Independence. India's share of population aged 60 and
above is projected to rise to roughly 20% by 2050
(UNFPA India Ageing Report). The 'care economy'
covers paid and unpaid work of caring for children, the
elderly, the sick and persons with disabilities — a
growing focus area in labour and gender policy.

518 CUITES6T &§l6m65TS SHeneveuly (2026 oy &6mL
BleveurLitilg) Hl(h. HCETS GLmy somamlifl; @LiLged
HHI SEMEF]T HBHH6NVG| Cl&mesTLg|. ‘0965
LUMys@2047' eT6dTLIS)| &&[HE T8 60T MITMHM TEs0TL 6T
2047-8 (56T 6UsTFEFWEDLHS @\HS) WITeneu

2 (HEUME G @bHEHIW g6t 6\&menevCmmss &L
umjenel. 2050-8&6iT @bSwmelest 60 611G 8 (S,
GHULGLTF eNEIGHLD &oMF 20% 48 2 WI(THLD 6T68T
wHUNLLLL [HsTergl (UNFPA @b&IW (Lpglento
SiMl&ens). 'LFmfliLL CUM(HETTSTD' 6TedTLIS|
BYRHSS6T, (WHCWTT, CrrwmerflaeT LHmILD
wrmmIGSH mestreflsenerl LIFTofl&@L eargluilb
UMb HMILD 2erHlwinHM LissoflgensrT

2 6MEML&EHIWG|; ClHmH6VmsIT LMHMILD Limedlest

Q& meTensUNL EUETTTHE 6U(HLD (PSS Glewm.

TAMIL NADU SPECIAL / 50105 ([H) fmLi

4. Tamil Nadu Launches 'My Home' (Maa Veedu) Housing Scheme — 1 Lakh
Affordable Homes for Chennai Metropolitan Area

SUIPHTLIgeL ' 65(H)' (My Home) 6SL(HleusshHls SILLID CIHTLESLD — ClFesTensst CILI(HHSTL
U@ Sullev 1 v &1d edley allemev 6(Hl&6iT

The Tamil Nadu government launched the 'My Home' (Maa Veedu) housing scheme on 7 August 2026 to
provide affordable, quality homes for low- and middle-income families in the Chennai Metropolitan Area.
Announced in the Revised Budget 2026-27, the scheme targets the construction of one lakh houses over
seven years under a Public-Private Partnership model, and is expected to attract investment of about Rs
15,000 crore, with the State contributing Rs 3,500 crore through an equity fund.

ClEssTement GILIHBSTL LGSHUI6L (§enmbs LHMID BHHISST eU(HLOTETs (& (HLDLMISEHSE, 6edle] allemevuilsy
&t 63(h&eme eupmkiGL Crressley, ' el (My Home) eSL(Heusss S L ems SODHT([H iy 2026
Q&L 7 etTm)| ClBTLMEISI WG| H(HSHSLILLL 2026-27 BHiFHlemev SiMlsensuiley HMlaNssliulL @&SICLLD,
Curg-gesflwmy galLmesorento (PPP) (pemmuilev (L 2y etor(hl&6rflsv 6(h VL&D ei(hseners SL(housns
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@e&&THS C\&mestT(h6Terg). &y em.15,000 Camiy (W&HeSLemL FTs &L 6TeuT sTHTUMTHSLILIHIE MSI; LTH6V

SIT& Uk, H&Hwms em.3,500 Csimig 61LpMmIELD.

KEY EXAM POINTS / Gsij6e (p&&lws (&ML &6iT

Scheme name: 'My Home' / Maa Veedu — Metropolitan
Youth and Family Housing Scheme.

Launched 7 August 2026; announced in the Tamil Nadu
Revised Budget 2026-27.

Target: 1 lakh houses over seven years across the
Chennai Metropolitan Area.

Model: Public-Private Partnership (PPP); expected total
investment about Rs 15,000 crore.

State contribution: Rs 3,500 crore through an equity
fund.

Beneficiaries: Economically Weaker Section (EWS) and
Middle Income Group (MIG) families.

Implementing agency: Tamil Nadu Urban Habitat
Development Board (TNUHDB).

Static GK Connect

The Tamil Nadu Urban Habitat Development Board
(TNUHDB) was renamed in 2021 from the Tamil Nadu
Slum Clearance Board (established 1970). The Chennai
Metropolitan Area is the planning region administered
by the Chennai Metropolitan Development Authority
(CMDA), constituted in 1974. EWS (Economically
Weaker Section) and MIG (Middle Income Group) are
income-based housing categories used under
Government of India schemes such as PMAY-Urban.
PMAY-U — Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban) — was
launched on 25 June 2015 with 'Housing for All' as its
goal.

SLLu Quwrg: 'wr o' / My Home — QU(bBST
@ emerm(shy LMHMID G HIDL 65 (HeugHls S L.
2026 o560 7 6T CHTLESLD; HLIDHT(H

H(mSHSLILLL 2026-27 HEblensv Sim&emasuilsv
SiMleN&SLILILL&)|.

©)6v&:(&: ClFstTenest GILHBSTLI LIESH) (LP(LLEUSILD 6 (LD
2evot(H&6lev 1 el &Ld 6S(H\S6iT.

wenm: GLTg|-seslwmy el Lmesorento (PPP);
THTUTTSSLILHID G g (ps5eS(h sLomy em.15,000
Gamiyg.

mhlev yyeledt LirkigerfliL: LirkiE, Bl ewpeuld em.3,500
GaIig.

Lwestmel&6iT: GQlUM(HETTSTT&HSH60 HedleUenLhe
NifleSesty (EWS) ommib BHSST eu(mLomsstLl LlifleSlestiy
(MIG).

CEweLLIHSSID SHemoLiL|: SLEHT(H HSFLILM
sumpeilL Gobumr () sumflwib (TNUHDB).

SPHTH BaFLLm eumpediL Gowum (b eumflwib
(TNUHDB) 1970-6v imieutiLil L SLEpHm(H
GlgenFliLEGS) wrHm| eumHlwsSed mba 2021-60
Quwiy wmHOUILILL&|. CFesTemest ClLI(HBSTL LIS
eT6dTLIG| 1974-60 Siemo& & LILLL QFesTensnt GlLI(HHEsT
6UETTES & (8 (L& STev (CMDA) Bl saLiL (Hb
SILLLOIL6L LiG&). EWS (Qlummemmamysssv
BedleusmL b LNifley) wmmIb MIG (BHSST 6u(HLOmEsTL
191fley) eretTLIEmEU LTS HSf Sy eumsny Guimenestm
(maFULMLD) CuTsTm @HE W SFes S LkiS6r60
LwetTU(H1&SLIL(HID 6U(HLOTET SilgliLienL U6 mest

eI (hHeugdl LNifleygssir. PMAY-U &)L 1b 2015 go9etT 25
SI6TM)| ' 3|6068TeU (H &G 65(H)' 6T60TM @618 (&L 65T
QmLmsSILLLS)I.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY / giffleflwisv & Qs miflevmi Lid

5. Gaganyaan Clears Major Human-Rating Milestones; First Uncrewed Flight with

Vyommitra Targeted for Q4 2026

'‘sseTwmedt' 6sflas HrE Fmestm] (Human-Rating) (p&&W em6LEHMSHEMETE &LIHSSI;
aNGWIMDLA & TTe L 65T (HBH6V ,61fl6V6VIT LiWI6ssTID 2026 [HITESTSITLD &ITEVITEBTTLY 60

On 6 August 2026 the Union Minister of State for Science and Technology, Dr. Jitendra Singh, informed the
Rajya Sabha that ISRO has completed the major development and validation milestones required for human-
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rating India's first human spaceflight mission, Gaganyaan. Propulsion, structural, life-support and crew-safety
systems have all been developed, tested and qualified. The first uncrewed experimental flight carrying the
half-humanoid robot Vyommitra is targeted for the fourth quarter of 2026.

@naHlwmelle (psev wesllg elesorCleuslll Liwests SHLLLomest 'SaetTwmest' esll&s &g Fmetm| Glume
Gemeumest (Lpaselw GobumL () LHMID FFUTFLL eneV&SH&Hn6T @eVCTT hlenmey C&FUIg 6TeTS TS,
wHHW Mledlwisd wMHMID G\STHEVHILLS Slenm @enenTenEs| LIsLT BlCHHE T Hmi 2026 &6l 6
SieTm| rhlevrisereneuulsy Q& fleNSST. 2 hgiaNeng, sLLenwLlil], 2 uNJ UHT6ey LHMID eNessrClsust]
63T LMGISTLIL HEDLLILSET SHMETSHGID 2 (HeumssLLL (), Camdlaslul(b), &@ ClummisTeTsst.
eNCWIMDLASTT 6T6sTM 6 T-L065fl5 2 (Heu CrmGLITemeug &LohE| ClF6VaILD (LPS&H6L Y sTflveVT CamgemenTLI

LiwlesoTLd 2026 BTETSITLD ST6VM6soTlg60 &L LLSILLILIL (h6Terg).

KEY EXAM POINTS / Gsije| (p&&lws (&L &6iT

Statement made in the Rajya Sabha on 6 August 2026
by Dr. Jitendra Singh, MoS (Independent Charge),
Ministry of Science and Technology.

Launch vehicle: HLVM3 (Human Rated Launch Vehicle
Mark-3) — human-rated version of LVM3; all propulsion
stages and structures ground-tested.

Crew Module and Service Module propulsion systems
developed, tested and qualified.

ECLSS (Environmental Control and Life Support
System), Thermal Protection System, Deceleration
System and Crew Module Up-righting System
developed and tested.

Crew Escape System has five types of motors — all
static-tested and structurally qualified.

Precursor tests completed: TV-D1 Test Vehicle mission
and Integrated Air Drop Tests IADT-01 and IADT-02.

Ground infrastructure: Gaganyaan Control Centre, Crew
Training Facility, Orbital Module Preparation Facility,
modified Second Launch Pad.

Timeline: first uncrewed flight with Vyommitra in Q4
2026; two more uncrewed missions by 2027; Bharatiya
Antariksh Station targeted for 2035.

Static GK Connect

Gaganyaan is India's first human spaceflight
programme, announced by the Prime Minister on 15
August 2018 and implemented by ISRO's Human Space
Flight Centre (HSFC), Bengaluru. Vyommitra is a half-

2026 56000 6 60TM)| LOMIH 6V MIGETEm 61U 6D
Simafwev HMID QSTHOBHILLIS &lenm

@ enesTenEET LT&LY BCaHH T Fm oeflss
HE6L6V.

geayj&Hl: HLVM3 (wesflgs sr& metm| Clumm eal s
MF&-3) — LVM3-6tT 6sl1&8 ST 6ulg6lLD; Sen6tThg|
2 hgleNlensLi Ligbleneuss(shD Senruilsy
CangdlssLILILL6oT.

eflesoraseull LiGE) (Crew Module) ommib Caemeull
LGS (Service Module) 2 hg16960& SienLOLIL|&6T

2 (HeumsSLILL(H &@&&H GlLmmet.

ECLSS (&mHmI& @060 SL(HILILT(H HMID 2 uy U HT6y
SienliL), Qeuliult UTgsmLliL enwliL], Ceuss
LLHUUGISSHID HemLOLIL| LHMILD 6T 655T&HEVLD

B T&SID SenioliL] Camhles LI L 6.

efevorGleusifl 6371y HLILNE G emipLifev (Crew Escape
System) @b&| eUen&s COTLLTF&HST — 6060TESILD
Hlemsvg Camgenet QFWIWILILIL(H) & @& GlummeoT.

(WeitCertmig & Camgementaer: TV-D1 Camgemnent 2oty
LIWI6BDTLD LoMMILD 6 (ThhIhem6soThs, euMmetTeuLS @M &8s
Gergenesrassit IADT-01, IADT-02.

SH60I8 &LLeMIDLIL|: SHS6TIIT6T &L (HILILITL(h 6MLOWILD,
eflesorGleverfl iy LUNMHE emLoWILD, FMHMIEULLL LiEGH)
SWmiflliy enwwid, GbLHSSLILLL @)FesTLTD

676 SEITLD.

BMeV86185(H: eNCWIMDLAS T L 65T (LP&6L yerflevsurr
LIwewoTLd 2026 [BITEITSTLD STeVTesoTig6v; GLOSVILD @) (H
246 l6V6VITLY LILIEBOT RIS 6T 2027 -85 (561T; LM
SIbSFau Hlemevlbd 2035-6v.

‘S&6oTILITET @\H&Wmeilest (W& 6L Wesflg aflsvorCleuelL
LiwesoTs; SILLmEGL; 2018 oy &6l 15 ietTm)

s wrmeL SMleNSSLILIL(H), ClLkseshHedlsy 2 6iTem
@ enGrmaiesr esflg elesoTCleuerflLl LiwessT 6mLDWIS S Tey
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humanoid robot developed by ISRO to fly on the
uncrewed Gaganyaan missions; the name combines
'Vyoma' (space) and 'Mitra' (friend). TV-D1, the Test
Vehicle Abort Mission-1, was successfully flown on 21
October 2023 from Sriharikota to validate the Crew
Escape System. The Bharatiya Antariksh Station is
India's planned space station, targeted for 2035, with
its first module planned by 2028.

(HSFC) QewevuhssLILBhiEDEI. 'eaNCumbLslgyT!
6T6TLIG | 61606V &8565TWIT6IT LILIGTTRISE60 Gl&F6u6v
@G 2 (HeumsH W ieniy-esfls 2 (et CrmGum;
‘e G’ (eNlesorCl6uetl) LMHMILD 'S TT' (HevoTLI6sT)
eTeoT QFmmaseflesr @emsvorLiL]. TV-D1 sresrLiLi(hD
Gargenet 2ardh) HiMI&HSL Liwewrd-1, eNevorGleusf]
67y UNS G SHenwlienug Fiflumjesss 2023
186U 21 oyettm| LThamflGsmlLmaleS)(mba
CleumMI&TLONS geulillLg|. 'UTFSHW S hsflgas
HlemevWLd' 6T6dTLIZ| @ ST 2035-60 OS5
SLLIOL (Hsmer eNesorleuetf] Hlemevwiid; (pSHev LGS
2028-8 &6l LI LILIL (h6iT6erg).

6. Indian-origin NASA Astronaut Anil Menon Completes His Maiden Spacewalk

Outside the ISS

@nbHlw subsmeuserfl mrem afevorGleusfl ey oi6vflev GoevtetT FiFeuUGHEF allevorClau6Tfl
iblemevw s HIM (& CleueICu H6v18 (pSH6v allsvarbleusrfl memLemwi Hlemme GCl&uIS Ty

Indian-origin NASA astronaut Anil Menon completed his first extravehicular activity (EVA) during a spacewalk
outside the International Space Station. Designated US Spacewalk 96, the walk began at 8:33 a.m. EDT on 6
August 2026 and lasted 6 hours 27 minutes, ending at 3:00 p.m. EDT — which was 12:30 a.m. IST on 7

August 2026. Menon worked alongside astronaut Jessica Meir to prepare the station's 3B power channel for a

future Roll-Out Solar Array.

@mnéHlw subgmeust] mreT eflsvorGleuer] ey iesflev Goestest, FFeuCaHg allstorbleust] HlenevwiSHH MG (ISS)
RleueNGw Hevrg (W&H6L alletarGleuer] BemLemwt (EVA) hlemmey Gl&Wig . 'Si6lwifléss elesrbleuef] menL 96
eTesTm| QUWIFlLUILLL @h& HevL, 2026 &6 6 H6tTm| HOIWIFlSES Hps &Ll LIg6L GBI smenev 8:33
65018 (&G C\STLMIE) 6 Wewsfl 27 HISILMIGST B8 @& @bSHWw ChrLiLiy 2026 Q&6 7 H&HTemnen
12:30 wewsfla @, BlenmeusnLheHg. eleturoleust] eSymmigsnest ClFlam Clowi(HL6ST @)en6utThal, Hlemevilg s et
3B WleTemy eULflSHLE560S THITSHTEV & (6T (FHHWS &&H CUMHSSHIUSD (&S SWTT C\FUIST.

KEY EXAM POINTS / Gz 6y (p&&Hlws (ML 86T

Astronauts: Anil Menon (first EVA) and Jessica Meir
(sixth EVA).

Designation: US Spacewalk 96; duration 6 hours 27
minutes on 6 August 2026 (ended 12:30 a.m. IST, 7
August 2026).

It was the 281st spacewalk dedicated to ISS assembly,
maintenance and upgrades.

Work done on the Starboard 6 (S6) truss: installed the
3B Mod kit and mounting hardware on the 3B power
channel, routed cabling and wrapped struts in multi-
layer insulation.

The work prepares the station for a future iROSA (ISS
Roll-Out Solar Array) installation.

This was the first of three EVAs planned for the
Expedition 75 crew in August 2026.

eNevorGleuerfl 6Tas6T: 6vflsv GLossTedT ((LPSHEL EVA)
HMID ClLA&T Qwf (Summeug EVA).

Quwiy: »QwiN&s aNevsr6leuerfl HemL 96; &meVLD 6
evsfl 27 HIBILMigsT, 2026 &6Vl 6 (@HSIW
GryLiLly L &6nL 7 SFlsmeney 12:30-8& Hlenme).

ISS &L (Hlwmestid, LFmWLIILIL LMHMILD GwUTL (H&sTs
GmGsmeemliLILL 281-6ug) afetorCleue] memL.

euLTFCUMT(H 6 (S6) FLLSSHSHV Listsfl: 3B LoletTa My
aulfl55L &6 3B Mod & (Hals0l&mELIL| LHmILd
CUTBSSIL LITEMRISET Hlm(euey, BlesT &L @)ensworLiL,
L6V & (H& (& smLLL GlUTSg60.

TS THEMeVSHH60 IROSA (& (HeT (& Fws &5(6)

QuUMHS SIS M STET (LP6sTCesTMHLIM(H).

2026 21560196V 6T86M6ILILGa%65T 75 (& (e soriy
SILLIL [Hlsmer epestm| eflssorGleustfl HenLs6rflev @) &)
(PSHEVTEU).
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Anil Menon was selected in NASA's 2021 astronaut Sievflev Guoeotest BrEmeslest 2021 aflsvorCleuerfl ey

class; he is a physician and a former SpaceX medical & W66y G TeumesTaLIT; LD(HSHSIEUT LDMHMILD
director. 610G LIEN6TE 61 [HMI6U6TTESH60T (LHEITEBTITE LD(THSS6M
QusGHy.

Static GK Connect

The International Space Station is a modular orbital FreuGs g ellevorClausrf Hlemsuwlild 6TesTLIGH| 1998 (P& 6V
laboratory launched from 1998 and operated by NASA, geuliLL L Q&MEGH) eUlgeu SMHMIEULL S U16USBLOMEGLD;
Roscosmos, ESA, JAXA and CSA; it orbits at about 400 mrem, GrrevsmsiGomsiv, ESA, JAXA mmitb CSA
km altitude. EVA (Extravehicular Activity) is any activity
performed by an astronaut outside a spacecraft; Alexei
Leonov made the first EVA on 18 March 1965. iROSA —
ISS Roll-Out Solar Arrays — are flexible, compactly
rolled solar arrays installed over the station's original
solar wings to boost power. Indian-origin NASA
astronauts include Kalpana Chawla, Sunita Williams,
Raja Chari and Anil Menon; Rakesh Sharma was the Gomel&TessTLTy. IROSA (&6 & flws H&(bl&s6)
first Indian in space, in 1984 aboard Soyuz T-11. sTesTLIEm6 Ll6tT 2 DLISSlen SiS)&fl&:s BlenevwisSlest
31560 (&S &8 (Sl Goev GILIMHSSLILI(HILD
Q& LpeUTesT, & (HLLSFalgll (Gl &8 ([HIS6T. @hHSH W
sulbgmeuerfl prem eNevorGleusrfl 65Ta6T: SevLIsoTT

@\ enestTIhg| @)Wi1s & SlesTment; Sy 400 &).L6.

2 W Hlev &M eumEDGI. EVA (eletorass0855 M (&,
GleueNGuiwimest GlFwsbLIm(h)) stedTIg) 696toTGleuerf) oS
eflesoTseu 8 SHIM & CleuelGw CLomHG & T6T(STHLD 6TTHE&
ClFwsnsuwd &M1& G)WD; 1965 WMjE 18 esTm)
316l6v&6r0) 601GWITCesTmel (LPSH6L aT6taTGl6U6I] HEMLEMIL

gFmeuevr, &esflsm edlsveSlwiben, Frem &mifl LMHmILD
S165fl6v GLoewTest; 1984-60 Gamuysiv T-11 eLpeuLd

N evorGl6u6 18 (58 GClassTm FTCHaAN SFFLOT (LPSH6V
@B,

7. IIT Guwahati Develops 'E-Eye' — A Rs 3,500 Portable Device for Instant Detection
of Toxicants in Water

ooy (Geuamns s '@)-a' (E-Eye) shallemw 2 (HeumssHluig] — Hiflev 2 6iT6r [HE &L

OLUIM(IHLE&HEm6T 2 L 63TIg IS8 &65oTLMIW|LD €,.3,500 wHlLiNevmest 608 WL &858 &(Hail

Researchers at [IT Guwahati announced on 6 August 2026 the development of 'E-Eye’, a low-cost portable
optical sensing device for rapid, on-site detection of toxicants and cancer-causing heavy metals in water and
biological samples. Built at a cost of about Rs 3,500 with a per-sample testing cost of roughly Rs 2, the device
gives digital readouts and can wirelessly transmit data to water-treatment facilities. Its findings have been
published in the IEEE Sensors Journal.

57 wOHmID 2 uNflwed wrHiflseflev 2 6Ter mEFSL GILMHLSET LMHMID LMHMICHTUL 2 685TLTE G S60T

2 CeumamigensT ellenreuns, @IL&HSHCuGW &HeseTLMIWLD GHmMbHS GlaFevailevmsst enas WL 88 eerfluilwisy

2 eworifl8 & (medlwiment '@)-0' (E-Eye) s(meflenil 2 (HeumsSELSTE iy (§eUamTsH ) i euTeTaHsT 2026
Q&L 6 6TM| SIMeNSSH60Ty. &M ¢mh.3,500 GlEevailev 2 (HeumssLULL @& [me, (b TS ifleE, sy
em.2 GlFsvallsv Camgement ClFWSIMG|; @ev&s SeTei(hlaener supmif), Hreneu &LLNUNsLEVT Wenmuisev i
FSHSSIfLIL| Hl6n6eVWIThIS 6THE (&) HDILIL|SIMSI.

KEY EXAM POINTS / Gsie| (p&&Hlws (&L &6iT

Announced 6 August 2026 by IIT Guwahati; device 2026 156000 6 60T 2Ble (HeUADTEHS SMleLiL;
name 'E-Eye' (electronic eye). &(meNuflest QuWIT '@)-g0' (LBl6oTeoTer)|& &H600T).

Working principle: the Beer-Lambert law — converts QEwsvLIhHIb Camium®): NwF-eorbeLFl eNdl — Goud)
the colour intensity of a chemical reaction into a digital = eQemesTudesr BID QLTSS enW @608 SiemeiLmes
concentration reading. LIHMIE DS
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Device cost about Rs 3,500; per-sample testing cost &(melludlest aflemev & ¢m.3,500; ¢(h TS ifle G &

about Rs 2. Cargenents Gl&6ev6) SO emh.2.

Validated on more than 2,700 samples. 2,700-8 &b Gumul L wréiflasrley FflumfessiulLgi.

Detects arsenic, lead, iron, chromium, fluoride and o Feflss, FwL, @ (L, GCrmlWwLD, sol|Cermeniy(h

Escherichia coli. MM eTevClFflEFlwm Camensy LMsleflwimenel s
&6voTLMILLD.

Led by Prof. Tapas K. Mandal and Prof. Harshal B. CurmANlwy sumev Gs. WweseTL6v MM CuFmAflwiy

Nemade, with researchers from KIIT Bhubaneswar and  amjagev 9. CrEL semevenouiley; KIIT LeuGesrenveury

Ramakrishna Mission Residential College, Kolkata. LOHM|D OBTISSST TTLOE (H6i%6wT LBlag6T S60aVTIS

S UIGUTETT&6T LIhiG&HMmL.

Published in the IEEE Sensors Journal; funded by the IEEE Sensors Journal-ev GQleusflui(p); Llestestann) el wisy
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology LHMILD SHE660 Qg)rn‘.@e'\)@l'_u MW FFSHLD (MeitY)
(MeitY), linked to the Jal Jeevan Mission. B se); 2260 2Beu6sT @ WISHSHSIL6T GIGSTLTL.
ENVIONIX Labs Pvt Ltd has been set up to Qs mLflevmIL LISens auemflawibnmss ENVIONIX Labs
commercialise the technology. Pvt Ltd Blimieuliul (hemers).

Static GK Connect

The Beer-Lambert law states that the absorbance of Nwi-eorbelLFL eNSUN6BTLILY, 62(TH HEnFE6L eerfleniL
light by a solution is directly proportional to the 2 M(EparLd 66y, 2 M (Eh&rLD GILm(mHerfletT Claney
concentration of the absorbing species and the path HmID e QFaIb GTTSHME ChT 69HHsSH 60

length. IIT Guwahati was established in 1994 as the
sixth IIT and is located on the north bank of the
Brahmaputra in Assam. Escherichia coli is a bacterium
used worldwide as an indicator of faecal contamination
in drinking water. The Jal Jeevan Mission was launched
on 15 August 2019 under the Ministry of Jal Shakti to
provide Functional Household Tap Connections to every LWeTUEISSILEIL Umsleflum ou@w. 2260 gleus
rural household. Quiged 2019 el 15 60T g6 &85

SIMDFFHSH\60T SHLD, 66U (h SHlFmLiL|m

eil 19N (G CFWELLI(HID (SHLOMUI @)6M6TITLIL| LD MI(GHLD

Q@sEL. BBy GUADTHE 1994-60 TS
S80I UITS HIMIEILILILLG|; HEMO6D LNFibLoLSHE T
S MM)6T 6L SHEMTUN6V 6MLDHS6TETS|.

eren G FflEHwm Gamensv (E. coli) sTeoTLIg (Slg5ilev
D6VE BLH6L S HEVLIENLIS &65oTL MW 2 608 6Tedl60

CrBT&HHeL CIHTLRISLLILLG].

ECONOMY & INTERNATIONAL / Glum(permsmyb & &yeuGs &

8. Indian Railways Introduces Single All India Licence for Container Train Operators
with Uniform Rs 25 Crore Fee

&eoroIL WienTly TuNl6L QWIS (S BITSH(ETHE (S RCT SHlev QbHw 2 iflioid; Fymest emp.25 Camig
&L LeTSHmS @QhSH W uilevCeu M sLILbHSH W]

The Ministry of Railways approved reforms to the Model Concession Agreement for Container Train Operators,
announced through PIB on 5 August 2026 and reported in the current-affairs cycle of 6-7 August 2026. The
reform replaces the earlier route-linked, four-category licensing system with a single All India Licence that
allows operators to run container trains on any route of the Indian Railways network, on payment of a uniform
non-refundable registration fee of Rs 25 crore.

&6oTOILI6STT TuSlev @18 GBS EHESTeT LIS N Faens UUbBSSHSe (Model Concession Agreement)
FTSH(HS5SMISEHS G TUNLEEL EMEEFSHLD LILISH H6flS5S!; @18 2026 sVl 5 3eTm] NI eLpevLd
SIMNSESLILILLE). aULPSSL gLILIenLUN6VTEIT [HT6IT(E) UM 2 Ifl (Pemmenwl 5&68), @mb&Hlw FuNsvGeu
6UEMEVILIEMLOLILINGIT 6TTHG UG HL S 6VILD SH6TGILILIEHTT TUN6VSHEDET @SS D)L & &L CT 3ighlev
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@nHw 2 flvd M (WslubhSSLILHEDS; @SNE eh.25 Camig erestm Eymeot, H(HOUL QLD LPIRWITS

ugleys sLLewrid hlFesoTuls LU (H6T6ms).

KEY EXAM POINTS / Gsij6e (p&&lws (&ML &6iT

Announced through PIB on 5 August 2026; approval
reported for 6 August 2026.

Route-wise categorisation of Container Train Operator
(CTO) licences is discontinued.

Uniform non-refundable registration fee: Rs 25 crore
(earlier category fees ranged from Rs 10 crore to Rs 50
crore).

Initial concession period remains 20 years, with a
further 20-year extension available at zero renewal fee,
subject to satisfactory performance.

Existing Category | operators may continue till the end
of their concession and migrate at renewal without any
additional fee.

Category Il, Il and IV operators may migrate early or at
renewal on paying a differential fee of Rs 15 crore.

22 Container Train Operators currently operate on the
Indian Railways network.

Detailed provisions will be issued through a Gazette
notification.

Static GK Connect

A Model Concession Agreement is a standard
contractual template used by the Government of India
for public-private partnership projects in infrastructure.
CONCOR — Container Corporation of India Ltd — was
incorporated in 1988 under the Ministry of Railways
and is India's largest container train operator. The
Dedicated Freight Corridors — Eastern DFC (Ludhiana-
Sonnagar) and Western DFC (Dadri-JNPT) — were built
by DFCCIL to speed up freight movement. The Cabinet
Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA), chaired by the
Prime Minister, clears major economic and
infrastructure proposals.

2026 o560 5 9ettm)| LNgoL) epevid SipiledlLiy;
SHEVL 6 60TM)| RLILISH6L QS flaNSsLILILLG).

HeToILWIenT Tulley @uwigs GBI (CTO) 2 flrisgerflest
U SHFL SlgliLienLuNevmest euen&LILIT(H) B&HSLD.

Fymeot, H(HOUL QUM IPLWITS LISl6 8 SLL6wTLD: fF.25
Gasrrig ((WedrL erR.10 GaITig (LPS6L ¢.50 GaITly euEmIT).

QBMTLESE F6VI6088 SHITeVLD 20 24680T(H &6IT;
SH(mHUSSTOTEsT CQFWLEVLITL 96T BigliLienLuIley
&L LevorLS6T] GLOEVILD 20 2y 68oT(Hl &6 B Lg LIL].

SMHELITSI6TET 6UM | @IS G BISHET SHHIS6T F6V|60 586
SITEVLD (LPlgUL|LD eUENTT GIHTLIFEVITLD; LHILLNS G0 Cumg)
Fa(h &6V &1L 6soTLOl65TI] LDTMEVITLD.

auenas I, Il HMID IV @ WS GBS eh.15 Gaimig
Goumim(H& SLL6sTLD GlEFISHS (p6etTaa L lgGLL
LDITM6VITLD.

SMHCUTg| @nHHw FuileuGsu sUsmeVLIEHLOLILIN6L 22
&60TEILI6BTT TUII6V @)UIES (& BT&H6IT
GlFwsvLI(Hl&lesTmeDTI.

eNifleumest 69F) (WemM&6T STFHLD HMlaNGHenS eLPEVLD
GleustluNLLiILi({HILD.

'rSHNE FeVI60nS RLILIHSHLD' 6T6TLIS] 2 6TSHLLemLOLILIS
Hleomuilev Clumg)-&esf WMy Fal LmesoTenlos
FILLBISEHSHSTS @HSHIL & LIL6STL(H&HEILD
Hlemevwwmest eLILIBS aulgaiomELd. CONCOR (@b
61Ol I6OTT &Lps5LD) 1988-60 uflevGe
SIMDEFEFSHS S 60T LD HmIeULILILLG|; @ hHwimaleor
BasUCuflw serelLwisTy puilsh @uwisEmr. KNFsGws
F6G UL SSHLMmISET — Hl1p&E DFC (rdlwimesrir-
GemesTBaIT) LMHMILD GmE DFC (5m&ifl-JNPT) —
Fr&HGL CUTE GeuTsHemns allenyeyL(bhss DFCCIL oy60
SLLLULLL6T. NT5LT &6n6venLoul6vmest GILIM(HETTSTY
USRI (ETH & SITET S EOEFTem6Us (& (LD (CCEA)
(WP&EW CUMHETTSTF LMHMILD 2 6T&SLLenLLIL]
(TR ML 685 (6TH 8 (8) RLIL|&H6V el mE!.

PROMINENT PERSONALITIES / (p& &)W &4, (6TH60ILD& 6T

9. Prof. Annapurni Subramaniam Becomes First Indian Woman to Win the COSPAR

Vikram Sarabhai Medal 2026
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COSPAR afl&b &mymUmil L5881 2026 Glauestm (p&6v @ IbHlwiLl ClLessT 6165TM ClLI(HEBILDEMWIL

QuumARNwIy SedrevTLyFevofl SLiywessilwib QUmHMTy

Astrophysicist Prof. Annapurni Subramaniam, Director of the Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIA), Bengaluru,
was awarded the COSPAR Vikram Sarabhai Medal 2026 for her outstanding contribution to space research in
developing countries. The honour was announced and conferred during the 46th COSPAR Scientific Assembly

at Florence, Italy, and was reported on 5-6 August 2026. She becomes the fourth Indian, the first Indian
woman and only the third woman worldwide to receive the medal.

CluMseeTh(H @HSIW eumesfliMLNwiev BimieuestaSlest (11A) @uis &b (HLD eumesflmLNLIE) i)k (HLomesT
CumAflwy SyesrevTLLevsfl &LiFLoewsflwid, euem(hd Br(hserflsv afetorGleuer] g rmigds @ i6flshs FmLiLimest

ursefllmHeres COSPAR eN&b smymumil Lg&s 2026-g11 QlummTy. @ &smedlufler LjGsmmeei mHasiflsv

BenLolLMILD 46-6u8| COSPAR mleflwisy OMBTLI60 @IILISEED eUPmISLILILLE]; 2026 98601 5-6 36tTm)

Clews) CleuaflmesTg). @LILIS&ESSHMSLI GILMILD HTEsTSEToUS @BSH W, (PSH60 @HS WL ClLIEssT LHMILD
2 6V&6mall6v ePETMTeUG| GlLIestT 6TesTm GClLI(HenLemWIL GILIMIE M.

KEY EXAM POINTS / G516 (p&&Ews (ML 86T

Awardee: Prof. Annapurni Subramaniam, Director,
Indian Institute of Astrophysics (l1A), Bengaluru.

Award: COSPAR Vikram Sarabhai Medal 2026, conferred
at the 46th COSPAR Scientific Assembly, Florence, Italy
(reported 5-6 August 2026).

She is the 4th Indian, the 1st Indian woman and only
the 3rd woman globally to receive the medal.

Recognised for pioneering work on AstroSat and
ultraviolet astronomy.

The medal was instituted in 1990 in honour of Vikram
Sarabhai, father of the Indian space programme.

Awarded jointly by COSPAR and ISRO once every two
years to scientists from developing countries.

Previous Indian recipients: U. R. Rao (1996), Gurbax
Singh Lakhina (2014) and Anil Bhardwaj (2024).

Static GK Connect

COSPAR — the Committee on Space Research — was
founded in 1958 by the International Council of
Scientific Unions (now the International Science
Council) and is headquartered in Paris. Vikram Sarabhai
(1919-1971) is regarded as the father of the Indian
space programme, founder of ISRO (1969) and of the
Physical Research Laboratory, Ahmedabad (1947); he
received the Padma Bhushan in 1966 and the Padma
Vibhushan in 1972 (posthumous). The Indian Institute
of Astrophysics traces its origin to the Madras
Observatory (1786) and the Kodaikanal Observatory

e\l Qummeu: CUmANWIT ietTeoTLyT6vof]
SUressilwid, @uiIsE&BT, @balw eumesflumLwisy
BimieuesTid (11A), GLIMKISE6Th(Th.

ed\(mgl: COSPAR eNl&TLD STFmUM LUSH&sLD 2026;
@\ 55me0l L|Germyetreriley 46-618] COSPAR omledlwisy
MBI g6V 6UPBISLILLL G| (2026 gys6M0L 5-6 GlFWIH)).

@UILSEESmMSL QLMD 4-618] @BSHIWIT, (LPSHV
@hSIWIL GlLIseT LoMMILD 2 6v86TaSlen 3-6ug) ClLI6voT.

SpeVLGrTETL (AstroSat) LMMILD LM 2ergm eumesfliiey
HleOMUI6L (LPesTCETITIY LI LITo & (ETh&H ST SIMILSSTITLD.

@nsHlwmeisr eesorGlederfls L& E 6T HHeng eN&FLd
Fmymumi Hlemeoreums 1990-60 @ILILISESLD

BimieuiulLg).

COSPAR mm|Lb @6nGrT @ enesrihg @) resor (b
STTHISELEES RHWOD ueTHL HrLE
SN WIGVITEITITES (6THES (&) 6LLPMI (& E65TM 6D

WhHensW @bEH W 6N (HSTETFTSH6IT: W. Q4F. Fmeu (1996),
BTusen il eudletm (2014) LMHMILD H6vfl6L LTS eumsy
(2024).

COSPAR (ef\etarGlever] g pmiigdlaament &) 1958-60
FreuCsg HMalNuwiey &8 mIsE6f 60T LETM S S M6V
(smGuTg| FTauCsHE SiMledlisy LESTMLD)
HmeULILLLE]; Henevsniowlssd Lmflen. 69&yLd
Fmymumi (1919-1971) @mbHlw eNevorGleusifls
SHLLESH\6tT HHEnSWITSHE & (HSLILHIH DT,
@e6nGrmemeu (1969) LMHMILD SSHLSTLTS @uIMLNWwIey
S TTLEF 9 UlleusSHms (1947) HBlmiefwieur; 1966-60
LIS LEeg6soT, 1972-6V (Loesors,m &Ll LN6T) LigLo
el exesor QUMMTY. @bSIW eumssilLmLwen
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(1899) and is headquartered in Bengaluru. AstroSat, HimIeuetTS S 6T GHTHMLD Gl FE5TEM 68T 6LITETES TEBITELD
India's first dedicated multi-wavelength space (1786) yMMILD Q& TEDILEEHTEITEV 6L T6HTS TET0TE & &L 65T
observatory, was launched by PSLV-C30 on 28 (1899) QFTLILEDLWIS]; SEMEVEDLOWISLD 6)LIMIS: e6TH (.
September 2015. @h&HWmal6sT (P&6L Liev-iemevBeT afesorGleue)
S UleussLTesT Q6L CrmemL, 2015 GlEliLbLf 28
3j60Tm| PSLV-C30 eLp6uLd eFeuLILILL G|,

DEFENCE & NATIONAL / ungiamiy & Ga&lwib

10. Squadron Leader Bhawana Kanth Becomes India's First Woman Fighter Combat
Leader ('Top Gun')

@nbHlwmailest (psHev GClLessr GUTT aNLOMEsTL LIemLS Hemeveury ('Ll &6bT') 6T6sTm GILI(IhHemLD6mIL
eomesTLILIENL S SH6mLs) LITeuesTT &bhs ClLmmmy

Indian Air Force Squadron Leader Bhawana Kanth became the first woman pilot in India to clear the Fighter
Combat Leader (FCL) course on 6 August 2026. She completed the course at the Tactics and Air Combat
Development Establishment (TACDE) in Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh — the IAF's equivalent of the US Navy's "Top
Gun' school. Only about one per cent of selected IAF fighter pilots complete this 20-week programme, which
trains pilots to lead complex frontline air combat missions.

@b&Hw ellwmeTliLenLs &erLgh (Squadron Leader) LITeUesTT &MH&, 2026 Q&6/0L 6 i6oTm| GUITT efLomeoTL
uenLs semevally (Fighter Combat Leader - FCL) Luiim&lenw Hlemmey Q&g @ mbélwmalesr (pgev 6lLisssr
efmesfl ey, WHSWL INFCsE wrhHlevid GHsumeSlwiflev 2 eer SHSCTTUTL LMMID eumesteuLdll Guimy
Guurl () himieusrsslsv (TACDE) @uuuindlenw pussny; @& H6wifléss sLmLenL U6 'Ll &6oT'
usiterf &8, @ emesorwimengyl. Ca ey ClEwiwliu{Hib eSwreriuenL Gumy eSlwmesflaeflsy sy e(h 5650 G
WL HGW 20 sury LWNHFenw GeummsTTs Hlemmey ClFwiSleTmesTI.

KEY EXAM POINTS / Gz 6y (p&&Hlws (ML 86T

Achievement date: 6 August 2026; venue TACDE, Frgenests Caéhl: 2026 el 6; @LLb: TACDE,
Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh. Geumedlwy, HH WL NFEHEFLD.
First woman fighter pilot in India to clear the Fighter Gumy ellwmesTll LemLE SHemeveuy Lum&enw hlemme]
Combat Leader course. Celis @nbsHlwmeleT psev GlLissst GLITT aflomes).
FCL is a 20-week advanced air-combat programme; FCL etesTLIgy| 20 eumy GobuLil L eumssteulgl GuImyL
only about 1% of selected IAF pilots complete it. Lume); Cayeumest eSlwmesilaefsy &womy 1% Guiy
L HIGW Blemme | ClEui&lesTm6DTI.
Commissioned in June 2016 in India's first batch of 2016 2g9esfl6L @bSHWImaN6sT (PG GlLIssaT GLITT
women fighter pilots, along with Avani Chaturvedi and el omesll &6 (& (Wweallsv Sieuesl #&1TGeud), Gomaerm
Mohana Singh. A B CuimpLetT LiessluNey CEFHST.
In May 2019 she became the first Indian woman fighter | 2019 G WG LI&6L GHIFL GUITTLI Liessl1&61h & &5
pilot qualified for daytime combat missions. &GS CluDHM WP&6L @bSH WL GlLssst CUTF eNmesf]
QL6TTITI.
Flew the MiG-21 Bison and later transitioned to the 618-21 emLigesT eNDTETSHNS @\WIg S 6oTT; LSletTeoTiy
Su-30 MKI. &Camul-30 6T1D.68.20. e mTesT& &M (& LOMM 6vTTIT.
Received the Nari Shakti Puraskar on 8 March 2020; 2020 g 8 »ietm| BIfl F&&) Lrsvssmy Qummiy;
first woman fighter pilot in the IAF Republic Day 2021 gevteuif] 26 Sy6tTM)| (Glg LT SleoT Bevoflen(ELiL
tableau on 26 January 2021. SRS 2enFHuN6b @LOUMHM P&V Gluiessr Guimy
eNmesfl.
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She hails from Darbhanga district, Bihar.

Static GK Connect

TACDE — the Tactics and Air Combat Development
Establishment — was raised on 1 February 1971 at
Adampur and is now located at Gwalior; it is known as
the IAF's "Top Gun' school. The Nari Shakti Puraskar is
India's highest civilian honour for women, presented by
the President on International Women's Day (8 March).
Women were inducted into the IAF fighter stream from
2016; Avani Chaturvedi was the first Indian woman to
fly a fighter aircraft solo (February 2018). The Su-30
MKI is a twin-seat multirole air-superiority fighter jointly
developed by Sukhoi (Russia) and HAL (India),
manufactured at HAL Nashik.

&y rHlevld STLMIST Tl LS0SHE CETHSHeUT].

TACDE (5bh&HCrmumw ommIb eumssteulli Guimry
Guourri () himieuestid) 1971 Ngeurfl 1 ojesTm)
2SO0 2 (HeursasLlul () sHGUTE Gsumeslwifley
QunIGEIDE; @&l elwmerTLliLienLuilesr 'L seor'
ueiterfl stesTLILIH B M. BT F&) LTevasTIy sT6sTLIG)|
GCluesoTas (e & S meoT @Sl Wimallssr Llg 2 Wiflwl (FLlpenLns
Qaerreuld; FeuGs s Wwasflf HlersseoTm] (Lomye 8)
BYWTES Sen6V6UTTeV eULPRISLILIHIEIDS!. 2016 (P&H6D
emestliLien L ufest Gumy eflwmestll NifleNey GlLiessTEH6T
CaysaLiLlLey; seoflwme CUTy e9mesTd @) uissw
LP560 @bSH WL GlLieseT o6u6nfl &57C6euh (2018
ugeurfl). &Camul-30 671D. 6.2, eTedTLIS| &GS MUl
(76iuWIm) LHMILD ClOME.67.6T60. (@HSIWIT) @) 6M6TITHS)
2 (HeUMSEW @TLenL @) (H&Hens LIeVGHITs S, sumetTouLf]
GevrdlassLt GUTy eNlomesTid; Clamé .6f.6T6v. BTl 60
SWTfl&slUbhlEmg).

IMPORTANT DAYS / (p&&Iw HITL&6iT

11. 12th National Handloom Day (7 August 2026): President Murmu Confers Sant
Kabir and National Handloom Awards on 22 Artisans

12-6ug5)| Ca&Flw ems55M) Sleorid (2026 856101 7): 22 en&696060T(SHTS (61H5(S Fibs &I
wmm|b CsHHFW a5 5 M) all(ThHEISH M6 (HIgWIN&E &H606V6UIT (PP 6ULPMEILS6BTITH

National Handloom Day was observed across India on 7 August 2026 — the 12th edition of the observance.
President Droupadi Murmu conferred the Sant Kabir Handloom Awards and the National Handloom Awards

2025 on 22 outstanding weavers, designers, cooperatives and entrepreneurs at the Rashtrapati Bhavan
Cultural Centre, New Delhi. The day commemorates the launch of the Swadeshi Movement on 7 August 1905

at Calcutta Town Hall.

2026 Q&6 7 Sj6Tm)| @ BT (PWeuGID CHFW enssHHM ST HenFfesslulLS); @& 12-618] 6s0T(h
SIBIFALILMEGLD. L&) &16060l TmeinulgTLI LIEU6T SeVTEET enWISSH6V, FIMHS C\HFUTETFEH6IT,
6ULYEUERLOLILITETT&ET, Fal(hMey FRsSmISET MM CISTLH6V(LenesTGeUT eTeT 22 CLI(HE S FhHs &L
n&BSHSM 69 (IHGI&6T MMILD CHFIW m&5EM 69 (86T 2025-20 (Bl WTEHS Henevel] HolFerLd) wWFLp
6ULPraIl6TTT. 1905 &6V 7 60T H6VSHSHSIT Lo 6T ammedley &Cad @ uwissb GG ML mkgLUILILL &6t

hlemetTeLTs: @HHT6T 60 IFflEHBSLILHISIMS.

KEY EXAM POINTS / G516 (p&&Elws (ML 86T

Date: 7 August 2026 — the 12th National Handloom
Day.

22 awardees in all: 3 Sant Kabir Handloom Awards and
19 National Handloom Awards (for 2025).

Awards presented by President Droupadi Murmu at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan Cultural Centre (RBCC), New Delhi.

Caé): 2026 sVl 7 — 12-6u5| CHFW emss55M
HleoTd.

Qs 22 eN(HSTETIE6T: 3 &b ST 08550
eN(mgIs6T LHMID 19 CaFw ensssM) 69 (hH|H6T
(2025-8:5MesT6M6U).

L&l 16060 TTeilg LIS LIGU6ST SEVTEE T 60LDWIS S 60

GLWrss senevelr SlelFerLd Wi e (mgisenerT
6ULDMBI)6TITIT.
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Awardees span 13 states and UTs including Tamil Nadu, = slBr(H), s, &b, 2 5571 NFes &L,
Odisha, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Telangana, Andhra O &EVRIBTENTIT, QBT LNTEHEFLD, WD (P-STagLBIT,
Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Madhya Pradesh, West wHEWL 1NTCsELD, GmhE eurssLd, LIl
Bengal, Manipur, Rajasthan, Gujarat and Sikkim. TR TET, @GeTE, HlSHD erer 13 DTHlevkige/
wesflwest LNFCaamiseners CaimhHeeuTa6T.

Sant Kabir awardees included Ram Meher (Odisha, Fhg &7 e (B TeTIs6T: Fb Clam (L&),
Bichitrapuri Khadi saree), Runima Chetiya Choudhury mesflom QFHwm CQFensif) (SHFTD, (Wasm UL (HiL

(Assam, Muga silk saree) and Shah Muhammad Ansari LiLemew), e (105108 SeTamf) (2 55711 1NTCHED).
(Uttar Pradesh, Zarbaft Awadh Jamdani saree).

Four commemorative postage stamps on India's @BHWS &S5 ClBEF6 LILSHE6IT HleneTe Feo.(HLD
handloom weaving traditions were released. IBITE0T() D1 (6HFEV SHEMEVEET GlevsrlufLLILIL L 63T.

Publications released: 'Earth. Root. Thread — Aal Dyed = GleuerfluSlLiLI L mITévsseiT: 'Earth. Root. Thread — Aall
Handloom Textiles of Central India' and the Handloom Dyed Handloom Textiles of Central India' Lbmmib

Awards Book 2025. gma-,g,g,@ aﬂ@gdassi'r RIT6v 2025.

National Handloom Day was first observed on 7 August = (p&6v Ca&lw emas5M) Sleord 2015 &6ML 7 Si6oTm)]
2015 at Chennai, Tamil Nadu. SLONDBTL 96T QF6Ten6TUN 6L S ED)IFFSHSLILILLG).

Static GK Connect

The Swadeshi Movement was launched on 7 August 1905 gy &6l 7 oj6ttm)| sFFett LN SimeNss eurnisL
1905 at Calcutta Town Hall in protest against the m.ﬂaﬂmgb—rg;,@ a@jg._l'g_'y, Qg,maﬁ]ggj, HEVBSHHIT L6Y65T
Partition of Bengal announced by Lord Curzon. The ammefey &CsH @WEsD OFTLRAISIULLE. HnbHs

Sant Kabir Award was instituted in 2009 by the Ministry
of Textiles to honour outstanding master handloom
weavers. The nodal ministry is the Ministry of Textiles,
Government of India, where the Development
Commissioner (Handlooms) administers handloom
schemes. Tamil Nadu's handloom Gl tags include

&BS5HM CHEFeUTETTSHm6TES Clserralldsss 2009-60
e 6ifl HeMEFHSHSHTEL FhS &I 69 (HE
BnieUlULLE). @&HM&TeT CHITLED SeMOFFEHLD
@S W r&leir a6l SeDFFHLD; M&BSHHM5
FHLLisener GUTL(h QyenesTl (60&555M))

Kancheepuram silk, Bhavani Jamakkalam, Madurai BlFeublSS DTy SODBTLIGET &5SM] Lol sy
Sungudi, Arani silk, Salem silk (Venpattu) and Kovai GOWREST (GI): BmEhFLYrLd LL(H), Leumesf]
Kora cotton sarees. SOLDESTEITLD, LOGI6DT & ThiGlg, T6sefl UL (), Geeuid

UL B (QeuesoTUL () LHMID CHmenen GBI Li(HE S
L|L6D6US6IT.

12. National Javelin Day 2026 Observed on 7 August — 5th Edition

CaHlw FFL1g TN &6V HleoTid 2026 Y,561VL 7 65T AHDIFFILIL] — 5-618] 21,6507 (h)

National Javelin Day was observed across India on 7 August 2026, marking the fifth edition of the observance.
The day commemorates Neeraj Chopra's historic gold medal in the men's javelin throw at the Tokyo Olympics
on 7 August 2021 — India's first-ever Olympic gold in athletics — and is used by the Athletics Federation of
India to promote javelin throw across the country through state and district-level competitions.

2026 &6 7 Sj6Tm)| @HSIWIT (L(eUGID CHEFIW FFLlg TS0 Sl6tTld HenIFFlESULLLE]; @& 5-6018)
26001 (h) S FflliLmEGLd. 2021 gy sevl 7 SesTm| CLTSEGWIT 660N CUITLiguiley oL 6urf FrLllg sTnIl560160
Bren Camurm GleustTm euFeurHmIE FIMLILOESHS SMmIsLI LISESSS6T HlenesTeurs @\bbeT
20IFflHsULGHS MG — SLEHETSHSH 6L @BH TN 6T (PSHL eODLINE SRS LGS0 @)gIGeu. mhlev
LMMILD TeUL L emeNevmssT GUITLIg&ET ELPEVLD FFLLY 6TMI&Hemev 2618 56158 @QHSIL SLE&ETES Fal LenLOLIL|
@ bBTenerLl LiwesTU(H&HSHISMS).

KEY EXAM POINTS / G516y (p&&Hlws (ML &6
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Observed on 7 August every year; 2026 marks the 5th
National Javelin Day.

Declared by the Athletics Federation of India (AFI) in
2021; first observed on 7 August 2022.

Commemorates Neeraj Chopra's gold at the Tokyo
Olympics (held 2021) with a throw of 87.58 m.

It was India's first Olympic gold medal in athletics and
only its second individual Olympic gold overall.

AFI affiliated units hold javelin competitions in their
states on the day to popularise the event.

AF| has conducted the National Open Javelin Throw
Championships since 2018.

Static GK Connect

Neeraj Chopra was born on 24 December 1997 in
Khandra, Panipat, Haryana; he won Olympic gold
(Tokyo, 2021) and silver (Paris, 2024), and the World
Championships gold at Budapest in 2023. Abhinav
Bindra won India's first individual Olympic gold in 10 m
air rifle at Beijing 2008. The Athletics Federation of
India, founded in 1946, is the national governing body
for athletics in India and is affiliated to World Athletics.
7 August is also observed in India as National
Handloom Day.

@6UGI6UM(H 6BT(HILD YEEVL 7 6dTm| e8I &FFfILL;
2026 oy 1b y6v0T(H 5-6u8] CaHFIW FLlg 6TM&H6L Hleorid.

@BHIW FL&6Ts Fal Lenlolil] (AFI) 2021-60
SINNESHG!; (PSH6L (Pemmlmes 2022 oy 56101 7 Si6sTm)]
S0 FfSEHUILLLE).

CLT&EHGWIT eedlbLNs CGumliguiisy (2021) 87.58 LBLLI
STy erlbg| Bred Camirm GleuesTm &migL

L& 8855607 6601606

SLEBETHH6L @S Wmeil6st (S0 eSIbLNE HhisL
L&&sD; @LHCWTSSHSH60 @\ TetorLmeus)| &esflbLy
@60IDLNG SHrISLD.

SleTenm W HlesTid AFI-65T @)6m6soTLIL]| B6BILOLIL| 6T
SMmIG6T THeVHIS6IleV FLlg eTIlg60 CLITL 19 &H6em6rT
IHL&&| & 65TM6DT.

2018 (p&6v AFl Cadlw SimbabHlemev FLly 6Tl 860
grblwetadllienu BHLES euHE D).

By Camrigm 1997 w&ibuy 24 6T amflwimesTm
mhleuld LmesflLIL meul LD SHSTT SFmogslev
NobsTy; ¢edbLIs smhigsd (CLTaHGwT, 2021),
Gleusitstfl (Limiflety, 2024) LMHMILD 2023-60
HLTGlUeVLIg6b 2 su&& FmbLlwesTadlll ShisD
Gleuestmmy. 2008 GlLILISIEI eeSlbLN& SV 10 LS efiy
enJool9l6T LNiflafl6v @ bH&lwimallest (P&H6ev SesflBLI
RDLNG HRISSHMS LN6evT6l LNHSTT GleUesTMITT.
1946-6v BIMIeULILILL @ MBS HL&6TE Fal LenLoLIL],
@bHwmeler SLEHeMSHH DT CHFW 1 (6THEnSH
SIEMOLILY; 2608 HLEET 6LOLIL|L 60T

@\ enestTHG|6TeTg) . &6l 7 @bHlwimallsy Caelw
&BSHHM HlTTSHE|D 0| FflesLILHSIDEI.
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