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ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY | &mhm)& (1060 & Lefluflwisy

Himalayan Serow Caught on Camera in Dalhousie After Two Decades
@\ yevor(h) HETLSHMIGEHE GL LM @& Levblamsrdluiley Cawrmalley Fadlw @wuinsney ClECrm

Recorded on 9 August 2026; reported 11 August 2026 | &6l 9, 2026 etTm)| LISl6; sVl 11, 2026 yesTm| ClFuILh)

Forest field staff recorded the elusive Himalayan serow (Capricornis thar) on video in the Dalhousie
catchment forests of Himachal Pradesh — the first confirmed visual record from this landscape in about
twenty years.

@uwreeoll NFCesasH S5 60T Levblamerd BrLNigliLig sm(h&erfsv, Sflemes smesTlLhID @Wwinensy Gl&GrT
(Capricornis thar) eusstll Lessflwmeryaemmey STelssormerluiley Liley ClawwtiLlLg|. @UiLEGHullev sy
@nevor(h) HETLISMISET6L @ &G (PH6L 2 MISIILHISSLILLL STLEIL L6 oy (G)LD.

Key Exam Points | Gsjey (p&Hlws &ML &eir

e Species: Himalayan serow (Capricornis thar), a shy, solitary mountain ungulate that looks like a cross between a
goat, donkey, cow and pig.

 Location: Dalhousie Forest Division catchment forests adjoining Kalatop-Khajjiar Wildlife Sanctuary, Chamba
district, Himachal Pradesh.

¢ [UCN Red List status: Near Threatened — threatened by habitat degradation, fragmentation and hunting.

* Altitude range: normally found between 2,000 m and 4,000 m; absent from the Trans-Himalayan region.

* Divisional Forest Officer Dr Kuldip Singh Jamwal said the video gives stronger scientific evidence than anecdotal
sightings.

 @eorid: @wienev GlEGrT (Capricornis thar) — Gleul g weiTer, &6vfl&H &) UMIYLD LOENEVEUITLD (§6VLDL] EN6VMHI(S.

s @LLD: FOUT WTEULLLD, @LrgFeull LNTCHEF — HEVTGLTLI-&IeBI WM 6U6sTal6VhI (& E FTewTTEVISH NS oL g Ul
LebGlamemel euestds CamLLLD.

* IUCN Hlemev: S1F5MISSHV185E SievoTenlouiley (Near Threatened) — eumpedlL& Hlengey, GoulenL L6V
SIFFM|SH5H6V.

e 2 WITLD: FM&My6seromss 2,000-4,000 BLLT 2 wrsHHlev; LymesTev-@owinemnsoll LG5 ullev smesrliLi(heughsvemev.

¢ 6ULL UeTTH S &Ml LTELIT (§H60HLI Flml somibeumsy — &mblesormerfll Lifle eugyieumss Smledluisy SFmesrm).

Static GK Connect

Himachal Pradesh capital: Shimla @uwreull NFEsHE Hensvmay: Flbevr

Kalatop-Khajjiar Wildlife Sanctuary is in Chamba district H6VTGLITI-SE AWM FF6woTTEVWILD FLDLIT LMoL L &6V
Serow is the State Animal of Mizoram QlECym — WGsnmymidlest mbHlev afevrhi(s,

IUCN was founded in 1948, headquartered at Gland, IUCN 1948-@)6v O\&TLEELD; &606V6MLDETMLD S6TT680TL,
Switzerland el 6 FevHE)|

Source: TNPSC Thervupettagam (11 Aug 2026); verified: The Tribune / UNI India
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President’s Colour Conferred on Puducherry Police

L515CEf &TeUsL&IemME S (BleWLTES &6m6V6UFl60T Gl&ITlY EULPMRISLILILLS)

Ceremony held on 9 August 2026 | gy&60L 9, 2026 o6Tm)| BLHS eNLpM

Union Home Minister Amit Shah presented the President’s Colour to the Puducherry Police at the Armed
Police Ground, Gorimedu, making Puducherry the 18th State or Union Territory to receive the honour.
WHSH W 2 6THIMM HEMWEFT LG O, CHMFIGL([H Y WISLILIEHL STEL6V 60LSHTETSHSH 6L LigIFCE IS
SITEUVG|MME () (9 WLTES SH6n6VeUfletT GCl&Tigenll eULPMRISIETT. @)&60T eP6VLD @ HS Gl&MgenwILl LMD
186ug) omblevid/ulsoflwiest NFCHEWLTS L5IECHS 26075

Key Exam Points | Gsijey (p&&lws GmLIL&6iT

* The President’s Colour (President’s Police Colour) is the highest honour awarded to a police force for exceptional
service and distinguished record.

e Puducherry became the 18th State/Union Territory to receive the President’s Police Colour.

* Venue: Puducherry Armed Police Ground, Gorimedu; presented by Union Home Minister Amit Shah.

e Attended by Lieutenant Governor K. Kailashnathan and Chief Minister N. Rangasamy.

* Shah also flagged off a ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ Yatra in Puducherry — the nationwide campaign launched in 2022.

s GlyWTHS Heneveuiflert C\&My — FMLILITET CHFmMeUSHTHE HTEL6D LIGHLE S sUPRISLILHID 2 WFHE C1&6ITFeuLD.

s @bH5s Clamgsnwll Clumm 186ug) rblevid/wiesflweT NFCseL — L gIFCa.

s @LD: CaTfIGL(H &Y WSHLILIEHL STEU6D 6DLOSTEOTLD; 6ULPMISILIGUT LG Q%IT.

* HINETITHEN6V U (STHBT MHEVTEIBITSHET LOMMILD (PHEVEODEFEF [B. TRISFTLS &H6vHG)| O&TEsTL6TTIT.

s ‘any & SITRsST WTHSHenTenilb CSTLES emeusHsTT — 2022@)60 CsTLRIsSLLLL CaHEFW @uissLD.

Static GK Connect

Puducherry is a Union Territory with a legislature (Article L&18Csfl — sl LeTmid ClamesorL ulesilwest NFGs&Ld
239A) (FrLnNfley 239A)

Puducherry comprises Puducherry, Karaikal, Mahe and L& &CE), &smenrsHsmev, mGs, WTesTmD 6l&mesoTL g
Yanam

Union Home Ministry administers the Central Armed Police HH W Y WISLILIEDL SHITEU6V LIGHLG6ET — 2_6THI60M
Forces SIENDFFELD

Har Ghar Tiranga was launched in 2022 under Azadi Ka any & SFmisT — 2022, FnH ST (P[HS LGS TEenew
Amrit Mahotsav

Source: AffairsCloud (11 Aug 2026); verified: ANI / SSBCrack
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Next Generation Offshore Patrol Vessel ‘Shruti’ Launched by GRSE

A HBH HEOV(WPEMME HLMHSBEOT F6Ys SHLILI6V ‘UI([HE) Bifl6L @MEsLILLLG)

Launched on 11 August 2026 | sy&evl 11, 2026 et Hifleb @m&sLulLg)

The Indian Navy’s second Next Generation Offshore Patrol Vessel (NGOPV), ‘Shruti’ (Yard 3037), was
launched by Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers Ltd (GRSE) at Kolkata, West Bengal.

@bSlw sLHLEOLUN6T @T6tsTLToUS| S(HSS SHEN6V(PEnME SLM&ENT F6s &LIL6V ‘UT(HS) (Wl 3037),
Gom & sursTens 60 Cl&meuasSS5Tallsy 2 66 GRSE HimieuT&HSmev Hiflev @MmasLILLLG].

Key Exam Points | Gsijey (p&Hlws &ML &eir

e ‘Shruti’ is named after the four Vedas; it is the second of four NGOPVs being built by GRSE.
* The NGOPV programme is an 11-ship Indian Navy project — 7 ships with Goa Shipyard Limited and 4 with GRSE.
« Ministry of Defence signed the contract on 30 March 2023 for ¥9,781 crore.

e Specifications: 113 m long, 14.6 m wide, 3,000 tonnes displacement, top speed 23 knots, endurance 8,500
nautical miles at 14 knots.

e Formally launched by Manika Sadhu in the presence of Vice Admiral Sanjay Sadhu, Controller of Warship
Production & Acquisition.

e Earlier NGOPVs: ‘Shachi’ (first overall, Goa Shipyard, 31 March 2026) and ‘Sanghmitra’ (GRSE’s first, 20 May
2026).

o 'UO(HES' — BTt Cougmisensms Gml& @G0 Gluwf; GRSE &L(HWD HTeTe60 @) FesoTLToUS].

* NGOPV &L LD — Clm& s 11 SLILIEVEET; Cameurm LU glenmwssd 7, GRSE 4.

s UMGISTLIL Sengassd 30 g 2023@)6v T9,781 Gamig LUILIHSLD 6n&6IW(WDSSILG).

> oi6meY&6T: 113 15 [Bermid, 14.6 LS @y&6uid, 3,000 LetT @LUGLIwWFLL, SfHlsuls Ceusd 23 BrL, 14 BTLigsy 8,500
HLEVEDILD6V G &HTEM6V6Y.

* esll&BM &Mg| SeuFsHsTmev Hifleb @MEsELIULLE; SLUUDHLNL 2 MUSSH S SHEMmEVeUTT &I6M6sT HEILIT FEHRUI FTE)
(pesTesflemeuudlev.

o (PHemGWen6: ‘QLTH’ ((W&Hevmeugl, Cameurm, 31 wmyg 2026), ‘FrsblsrT (GRSE waev, 20 G 2026).

Static GK Connect

GRSE is a Defence PSU headquartered at Kolkata GRSE — Q&msussHsmeneus CEihHe LMSISTLILS &lenm
QUSG5 I0M HlM]6U6TTLD

Goa Shipyard Limited is at Vasco da Gama, Goa Gameur sLILIGY GlemM (P& — UGS L &mom, Gameum

OPVs are used for maritime surveillance, coastal security OPV — &L6VEFMI &650TasMeusiILIL], SLMEBEMITLI LITG|STLIL,

and anti-piracy SLMHO\S&T6Temer &(HILIL

1 nautical mile = 1.852 km 1 sL6vemDEY = 1.852 &).15.

Source: GKToday (11 Aug 2026); verified: Assam Tribune / The Shillong Times
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8th India-US Navy Explosive Ordnance Disposal Exercise Begins at Kochi

Cargdlullsv 86ug| @BHWIT-H6IWIES SLHLDL GleulgGlLIM(IHET SSMHMID LIuNMHE

Exercise runs 10-14 August 2026 | LUNMH&: sy sevl 10-14, 2026

The Indian Navy and the United States Navy began the 8th edition of the bilateral Explosive Ordnance
Disposal (EOD) Exercise 2026 at Southern Naval Command, Kochi, Kerala.

@HSWE SLOHLUEHLUID HOIWf&HsHE &LMHLHLU|D @len6stThs] HLSSHID 86ug] GCleugelummeT &smmib (EOD)
LuUNM& 2026, Garermaller C&smedluiley 2 6Tem C1&65T HLMUEHL S &L LeN6TISESS 60 C1STLRIS WG]

Key Exam Points | Gsijey (p&Hlws &ML &eir

* Venue: Southern Naval Command, Kochi, Kerala; duration 10-14 August 2026 (five days).

e Aim: to enhance interoperability, operational synergy and professional cooperation between the specialist
diving and EOD teams of the two navies.

* Modules include Subject Matter Expert Exchanges (SMEEs), cross-training, equipment demonstrations and
scenario-based practical exercises.

* The two navies have been conducting joint Salvage and EOD exercises since 2005.

* The related Salvage and EOD exercise SALVEX has also been held between the two navies at Kochi.

s @\LID: Q60T HLMUEOLE HLLEMETWSHLD, Q&HTEH), CHTaTT; Hmeuld Y g6l 10-14, 2026 (Db BITL&6T).

e GBM&&LD: @) SLMHUOLS66T epLG BT LMmMID EOD & (W a&6rle aaI1enpLienLl 6L &EI5H6V.

* 2 6TEMLESLD: HlenM U6V &(HSHSIL LflrmHmd (SMEE), ufleufg et LUNMHE, &(Hedl FTSene6sTSH6T.

* 2005 (W&6L @\(H HLMLEOLS(EHLD Fal (h L HMID EOD LuNhHE&EemeT BLES) 61(HS6sTm6DT.

* @G QarLyumsst SALVEX uuiim&ujib Clamedlullev BLSSLILILLS)I.

Static GK Connect

Southern Naval Command HQ: Kochi (training command) Qg 6T HLMHLHLE HLLeneTwissd — Camed) (LuhH&s
SLL6D6ITWISLD)
Western Naval Command HQ: Mumbai; Eastern Naval Gom (& — (WbenLl; HLpsE — aN&masLILL g6BTLD

Command HQ: Visakhapatnam

Other India-US exercises: Yudh Abhyas (Army), Cope India @bHWT-HCWwN&EsI LUNDHEAS6T: Wg SLiwmen, CamLl
(Air Force), Malabar (Navy, with Japan and Australia) @b W, LevLImiy

Chief of the Naval Staff heads the Indian Navy SLOUNLE H6MLS SH6M6V6nLd S6TLiSH — @\HHis
SLOLIOLE SH60I6V6UT

Source: AffairsCloud (11 Aug 2026); verified: PIB (PRID 2296842) / NewsOnAir

ECONOMY & INTERNATIONAL | Glum(menrma iy & &reuGs&id
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Himachal Pradesh Imposes Widow and Orphan Cess on Petrol and Diesel

CULCTTeL-le&6v 55| em&LDEILIsTIT-SiBTens 6uifl 69558 @\wresull LNFEs&LD

In force from midnight of 11 August 2026 | &6l 11, 2026 meiTerflFeled (Hhg) HemL(PemM

The Himachal Pradesh government imposed a Widow and Orphan Cess of 60 paise per litre on petrol and
high-speed diesel, creating a dedicated funding stream for the welfare of widows and orphaned children.

@uwreull NTCsE 378, GILLGTTeL MHMID HHGeuS leFev 58] 601LL (HEE 60 &T& 60&LDEILIETT-HTENS
aufl 60956 558]. 08L6ILIETITSET LDMHMILD HBTENSHS (GLMHENSSHETI6T [HEVED)|SHETET &6vfl [H&) SULSHTTLD @) & 60T
Crm&ssLD.

Key Exam Points | Gz ijey (pa&Hlws &mLIL 86T

» Rate: ¥0.60 (60 paise) per litre on petrol and high-speed diesel, at the point of first sale in the State.

* Legal basis: notification by the State Taxes and Excise Department under Section 6-A of the Himachal Pradesh
Value Added Tax Act, 2005.

* Enabled by the Himachal Pradesh Value Added Tax (Amendment) Bill, 2026, which empowered the State to levy
up to %5 per litre.

e Purpose: a dedicated and predictable source of funding for welfare measures for widows and orphaned children.

* A cess is a tax levied for a specific purpose; unlike a surcharge, its proceeds are earmarked for that purpose.

e a9 HD: GILLCFTeL LOHMID HHEeUS LeFe|8 (& 6SILL(H&E T0.60 (60 &ma).

s FLL jlitenL: @urgeull INFCese &L s sal () euflg &L 2005, Nifley 6-A.

* 2026410 Yeo0T(H) SHl(HSHS EFTHT eLP6VLD 6L (HE (& T5 euen T 6ulfl eNH&e S STITLD.

» GBT&SLD: M&WEILIGTITSHET, S BHTENSHE (SLRHENSHEHET HEVES S LK EHEE, BITHST Bl

* 6urfl (Cess) — e GMILVILL ChrT&Ess55HsTs aN&léslinbHIb eurfl.

Static GK Connect

Himachal Pradesh capital: Shimla (Dharamshala is the @wreeull NFCs&L — eV (G J&HTns S6meVHesT —
winter capital) STLDFITEVIT)

A cess is earmarked for a specific purpose; a surcharge isa = Cess — @MIULNLL CBT&ssD; Surcharge — euiflufesr LBgmest

tax on tax 6uifl

Petroleum products are outside GST and are taxed by QULGTmedl Wb GlumpHL&6T GST@)6L @levemev; mhlsv VAT
States through VAT

Article 270 governs distribution of taxes between Centre FLLUN ey 270 — suifll u& ey

and States

Source: GKToday (12 Aug 2026); verified: Business Standard / ANI
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Lebanon Becomes First Country in the Middle East to Abolish the Death Penalty

LD[J630TE & 600T L 60 6sT6n LI 62L015H5 LSS W &IPS 60T (PSH6V BITLTE GleVLIEsTTeoT

Parliament vote on 11 August 2026 | g6Vl 11, 2026 [BITLT(EHLO6STM eUTs6l&(HILIL|

Lebanon’s Parliament voted to abolish capital punishment and replace it with life imprisonment with
aggravated hard labour, making Lebanon the first country in the Middle East and the first Arab state to do
so.

(GleVLIBTITEST [BITLIT(ETHLOESTMLD LOIT6TOTE & 6B0TL6M6TEn F&HG| C1FUISI, S &L LISH6VTs & (hlmisig e

2 6MLPLIL|L6IT U6 Flenmeni Cl&mesoT(h) 6UBSHSI. @)&H60T eLP6VLD LSS SlLP&EI6L @ensE C\FIS (LPS6L
IBITLITE Gl6VLIGTTITEIT Y60TE.

Key Exam Points | G556y (p&&Hws (ML s6iT

e Lebanon is the first country in the Middle East and the first Arab state to abolish the death penalty.
* Capital punishment is replaced by life imprisonment with aggravated hard labour for future offences.
e Existing death sentences are to be commuted to life imprisonment once the bill clears remaining legislative
steps.
* The law enshrines a de facto moratorium on executions that had been in place since 2004.
* A majority of the 128-member Parliament voted in favour; Justice Minister Adel Nassar called it a historic step.
s WSS PSSV LOTETITSHSHE8TL NN LSS (LPSHV BT(H); (PSH6L T BT(H.
* LDIJ6T0TE S 600TL6M6BTE (L1 LIS60Tss & (HMhigLg60T 2 6MLPLILIL 65T U 6T Flemm.
» MHCLITENS I LOT6TITE & 600TL6DEBTSHEIT 24, W6 FlenmWTSs (&6emmaasLIL(HILD.
* 2004 (P&6L BEOL(PEOMUNEL @\ (HHS HMETEN&HS HeoL FLLFSWTSSLILILLS)I.
* 128 2 Mot} GCl&meBoTL BITLT(EHLOETM 6V CILI(HLOLITETENLD U5 T6); [EHSHHIMM HeOWEFFT UCH60
TH6MENVITI.
Static GK Connect
Lebanon’s capital: Beirut; currency: Lebanese pound GleVLIETTITENT &H6MEVHST — GILILIEMS; HTEsTWILD — Gl6VLIsTTEN
Li6y 50T

India abolished the death penalty only for a ‘rarest of rare’ = @mb&Hlwmeiley ‘S iflHlev flGmest’ 6118 S — LIF6oT Flrhl

standard (Bachan Singh case, 1980) 6ULp& (&), 1980

Amnesty International campaigns globally against capital SIGl6wTEN LY. @)60TL [T CIHENETEY — LDITE50TE & 600TL6MI68T 6TEHIITL
punishment [K)]y:2:31 )

Lebanon is a member of the Arab League and the United GlevLiesTTedT — L] 658 LMHMILD &.HIT. 2 ML N6y

Nations

Source: GKToday (11 Aug 2026); verified: Al Jazeera / Arab News
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Bashar al-Assad Sentenced to Death in Absentia by Damascus Court

LLO6V&EN [HEILDETTMLD LIQKTI B{60-{610TE)|8(& LOIT65TE S 600TL 65160

Verdict delivered on 11 August 2026 | gygel 11, 2026 SjetTm) SFLiL

The Fourth Criminal Court in Damascus sentenced ousted former Syrian President Bashar al-Assad to death
in absentia for crimes against humanity and war crimes committed during Syria’s civil war.

Siflwm 2 6Bl (HU CurfleTGurg) 65 EVSS M (G TSHITTET (HMMMHIS(EHSHSTES, LIS HeHsLUILLL
(LPEITETTITET LO6ETTMEHLIS LIOKITT B{6V-BONVITE|8 (), LLD6MSEN BT6STSHITLD (HMMeNlwisv [H&HL06STMLD
LDIT650TE & 60T L60160T 6915 &8 5.

Key Exam Points | Gz ijey (pa&Hlws &mLIL 86T

e Court: Fourth Criminal Court, Damascus; presiding judge Fakhr al-Din al-Aryan.

e Charges included premeditated murder, intentional killing of more than one person including children under 15,
torture, torture leading to death and deprivation of liberty.

e Assad’s younger brother Maher al-Assad, who commanded the army’s elite Fourth Division, and six former
military and security officials were also sentenced to death in absentia.

* These are the first sentences against Assad or his inner circle since the fall of the Assad government.

* Assad and his brother fled to Russia after the government’s collapse in December 2024 and received political
asylum.

o BEIDESTMLD: LLDEVEEN [BT6ITSTLD (HMMeINWIe0 BHIETMLD; HHILIS) LIST {60-660T {60-[JUI6DT.

s GDOOEIGSST: HILLOILL Cl&mensy, 15 euwig|s G LULL (GHLPHenSE6T 2 UL LIVJ tlamemey, &S Tesns.

» SleT&l6tT FCAMTSH T LTAM T {60-HEVTE LDMMILD SH,M| (LPESTEOTITET HH) T8 (ETHS(8)LD LDIT650TE S 680TL 6360 .

* Slevng o efprbs KIME Sieu Bgme (pgev STl @

* 2024 w&oufley g & salnns LM E SHenTgID FCAMTST(HLD FesuwmTeNnEe ClgeTm6oTI.

Static GK Connect

Syria’s capital: Damascus — one of the oldest continuously = Sl HemeVBHET — LL6MW&6N; LIS LIsHLPW HEMhIS6T 60

inhabited cities 66T
The Assad family ruled Syria for about five decades SIS (& HIDULD &M 50 o60T(H&6T &
The International Criminal Court (ICC) at The Hague tries F7euCse emmeilwev B&lwestmid (ICC) — Cams

crimes against humanity

‘In absentia’ means a trial or sentencing conducted without = ‘In absentia’ — gmmeurmerfl gy eoiflesTm) HL&&LILI(HID
the accused present 6N FITIT60) 6T0T

Source: GKToday (11 Aug 2026); verified: France 24 / CNN / Al Jazeera

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY | 2imleflwisy & Qg miflsumiL L
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China’s Long March 7A Rocket Explodes After Liftoff from Wenchang

GleuetTaMmIS 0 (HHGI LIMIHS FeormelletT VM LOMFE 7A Tre6laLl ClaligsH 5]

Launch failure on 10 August 2026 | sysevl 10, 2026 o6tm) 66y G mevad)

A Long March 7A rocket carrying the ChinaSat 4B communications satellite broke up about 85 seconds after
liftoff from the Wenchang Space Launch Site in Hainan, resulting in total loss of the rocket and payload.
FerrmemL 4B 86160 CSTLTL ClFwWMen&HECHTenemenIlLE &LOHS 6VMHI TFTE 7A FTE6I&L, 6mnamerTmesfley

2 siterr GleustTamm aflesoTCleusril 676 &6ms 660 (HH&I LMbHS &My 85 aNbBrigsserfley ClauysHs5a!.

Key Exam Points | Gsijey (p&Hlws &ML &eir

* Vehicle: Long March 7A — a 60.1 m tall, three-stage liquid-fuelled launcher able to place up to 7 tonnes in
Geostationary Transfer Orbit (GTO).

e Launch site: Wenchang Space Launch Site, Hainan province, China; operator: China Aerospace Science and
Technology Corporation (CASC).

e Payload lost: ChinaSat 4B communications satellite.

* |t was the Long March 7A’s 18th mission and only its second failure — the first was on its maiden flight in 2020.
* This was China’s 56th orbital launch attempt of 2026 and its fourth failure of the year.

* GUMEEUTLD: VIR LOTFE 7A — 60.1 L5 2wy, ewetrm) Hlemev, Hliyeu eriflGILImmsiT; GTOS & 7 L63T 6UemIy.

* 6 S6MLD: ClEUETTEITMI, EMEUDESTTET LOMS&TEsoTLD; @18 & HT: CASC.

s @QHs senL: FeTmemL 4B 586160 CHTLILE OFWMHen&HSCHTET.

* @& vl LOMFE 7A@)6T 18615 Listofl; @ esorLmeug GCameved (p&Hev — 2020 gedresflll LMLIL).

» 2026@)6v FerrmeNl6iT 566U5| FMHMILITENSG (LPWME]; S4600TI960T [HT6tTaToUS| CaHmeved.

Static GK Connect

GTO = Geostationary Transfer Orbit; geostationary orbit is GTO — FJbHlensvd &MHMILMens MMHMILI LIT6nS; SO

about 35,786 km above the equator 35,786 &).16.

CASC is China’s main state-owned space contractor CASC — Fevrmelest o4& eNlesorGleustf] (Hlm616oTLD

India’s equivalent heavy launcher is the LVM3 (formerly @nsHlwmeNer seTrms6lsl — LVM3 (ettemest GSLV Mk I11)
GSLV Mk 1II)

Wenchang is China’s southernmost and only coastal launch = Qeuettgmm — Ferrmalleir G &LH&HENI 6J6L SH6ITLD
site

Source: GKToday (11 Aug 2026); verified: SpaceNews / CNN / Bloomberg

PROMINENT PERSONALITIES | (p&&Iw 24,(6TH60ILD 61T

ATHIYAMAN ACADEMY | 8681859181 | Page 8



Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellowships and Awards for 2024 and 2025 Announced

2024, 202588 M60T RIS BTLES HSMLLO 69)(HGHISH6T ML

Investiture ceremony scheduled for 13 August 2026 | 69 (/& 6uLpmIELD e9NpT — &6l 13, 2026

The Sangeet Natak Akademi announced its Fellowship (Akademi Ratna) and Awards (Akademi Puraskar) for
2024 and 2025; President Droupadi Murmu will confer the honours on 115 artists at Vigyan Bhawan, New
Delhi.

FhISS BTLE ST, 2024 MWD 2025658T65T HSTLLS F&H60TT HMILD HSTLLS) LjFergsTy 6)(HSISHen6rm
SINNSHSHG. (BYWTEHs Sem6evel] HolTeruS WFLP, LglSHSH 6060 6918 hmedT Lisuesfleb 115 &6m6v(6hT (6TH8 (S
6ULOMI(& ST,

Key Exam Points | Gzijey (pa&Hlws &mLIL&6iT

e Seven artists selected for the Akademi Fellowship (Akademi Ratna) — the highest honour of the Akademi.

¢ 108 artists selected for the Sangeet Natak Akademi Awards (Akademi Puraskar) and 106 young artists for the
Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskar.

» Cash components: Fellowship T3 lakh, Award ¥1 lakh, Yuva Puraskar ¥25,000 — each with a Tamrapatra and an
Angavastram.

* The Fellows include Sudharani Raghupathy, the noted Bharatanatyam exponent from Chennai, Tamil Nadu.

* Sangeet Natak Akademi was established in 1953 and functions under the Ministry of Culture as India’s national
academy for music, dance and drama.

» QIBTLL 76T (2w eN(H&) — (L SH606V(EhT&HE6T CaH 6.

o Q&ML Lrevamy — 108 Cuiy; 2 6ns T NeLdleueu &TesT WisU LFeugTy — 106 @)6Thigen60 (shI&6T.

o Lesorll Lifl&r: e9(H& T3 VL&D, LFensTi T1 60L&, wjeu ¥25,000 — GlEliLLl LILLWILD, HHEISEUOVSTLD 2 L60T.

« a\(mg Cummeurserfley ClFstTenesTenws CaIHEH LTSBTL YU S606V(EhT S&TT6usil [(&LS SLBIEG 6.

o FRIES BTLES HHTLLS — 1953360 O1HTLEHSHLD; LISoTUTL(h SI6mLDEFHESH 60T SLD.

Static GK Connect

Sangeet Natak Akademi (1953) — music, dance and FrI&s BTLS (1953), mdlsw (1954), 60688 sevrm (1954)
drama; Sahitya Akademi (1954) — literature; Lalit Kala
Akademi (1954) — fine arts

Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi is a major venue for national 69185 (6B IT60T LIeU6T — L5518 816060]

ceremonies

The President of India confers national honours Caw el (H5IHEM6T (GL9WTES SEM6V6UIT GULPMIEGE T
Bharatanatyam is the classical dance form of Tamil Nadu LTSBHTLIQUWILD — SLOLPHTL L9657 Gl&FDERLOWITEDT [HLEDT 6L1961LD

Source: GKToday (12 Aug 2026); verified: PIB / DD India
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Indian Para-Cyclists Win 12 Medals at UCI Parasport Denmark Grand Prix

GlLsoTomys LFmevGumL &lmevorl LNifl&&lev @BSH W LITT 6n&&6rflen & (eThes (&) 12 LG s & MmIg6T

Three-day track event held 7-9 August 2026 | ewperm)| BTL GUITLig: 86l 7-9, 2026

Indian para-cyclists won 12 medals — two gold, five silver and five bronze — at the UCI Parasport Denmark
Grand Prix track cycling competition in Odense, Denmark.

ClLesTLom & &6t 6pGlLesTer0l60 HLHS UCI LipmevGumL GlLesToms &lymeserl LNf Lime engseriim CUmLiguilsv
@bSHW LITT 60&86evL 6T 12 LSESMISEn6T GleusTmesTy — 2 SmisD, 5 Gleussifl, 5 GleuesoTa6uLD.

Key Exam Points | Gsijey (p&Hlws &ML &eir

e Event: UCI Parasport Denmark Grand Prix, a three-day track cycling competition at Odense, Denmark.

¢ India’s tally: 12 medals — 2 gold, 5 silver and 5 bronze.

e Arshad Shaikh of Andhra Pradesh won six medals — two gold, three silver and one bronze.

* Vishwa Vasani (17) of Gujarat won four bronze medals in the 1 km Individual Time Trial, Scratch Race, 200 m
Sprint and Elimination Race.

* Anshuman Dhumal (16) secured two silver medals.

 GurmLlig: UCI ugmsnGumiL GlLetTomys &lymesorl LNIf], spGlL6tTer, GlLESTLOMTSS.

e @BEHWTaN6T L&HSSEMIS6T: 12 — 2 HmisD, 5 Gleusiterf], 5 Gleussirasuld.

s Y HHTL NTCHFSHMBHEF CEFTHS SiTous Cond — 6 LSHSHEMIGET (2 HMmIsD, 3 Gleusierfl, 1 Clau6BITEH6ULD).

s BRUTSSH 6T eNuveur eugmesfl (17) — HT6iT(g) 6l6UTITSHEVLI LIS ESHMISET.

* SIGTQECLO6IT FHILDM6L (16) — @\Fesor(h) GleusiTerflLl LGS & MISET.

Static GK Connect

UCI — Union Cycliste Internationale, the world governing UCI — g7euGCa & engseflmh Fal LenlliL]; §60606MLO6TMLD
body for cycling, headquartered at Aigle, Switzerland 86T, &ML EVF6VMHE)

Denmark’s capital: Copenhagen; Odense is its third-largest = GIL63TLOMTS SH606VHST — CaTLI6TEAM & 60T
city

Track cycling events include Individual Pursuit, Sprint, Lymé engserfim: gL, evliflesorl, Glaifler
Keirin and Scratch Race

Para sports in India are governed by the Paralympic @mbHw urymedlbLNs sLSllig (PCl)
Committee of India (PCI)

Source: GKToday (12 Aug 2026); verified: The Hans India / Telangana Today

ATHIYAMAN ACADEMY | 8681859181 | Page 10



	TNPSC CURRENT AFFAIRS

