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ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY | &M1& 85106V & Ljefluilwisv

1. New Himalayan Balsam Named Impatiens nimspurjai After Mountaineer Nirmal ‘Nimsdai’ Purja
(reported 21 August 2026)

6wV GWMIBIT IHIFLO6V ‘HlbevL Ml LFm Quwiflev LHlw @louinemnevs SiTeuiyLd

@ wGueaflwesterv HlbeVL|FEIMUI (2026 QY &6V 21 infle9lLiL])

A newly described Himalayan flowering plant has been named Impatiens nimspurjai in honour of the Nepali mountaineer
Nirmal ‘Nimsdai’ Purja. The species was first encountered in 2011 in the western Myagdi district of Nepal by researchers
Bhakta Bahadur Raskoti and Rita Ale, and was formally described more than a decade later in a study published in the
peer-reviewed journal PLOS ONE.

H&H&ms smleNwev FEHlwimes eNeuflsaslulL 6 @LWLDen6VLI L& EW STeurssSm @, GnLuimer
em6VGWIMIBT HIFLO6V ‘HIDEVLTUL LFRm Hlemerteums @GLIa wesTsn HLDENVL| [T MU 6T60TL

CuwflLLUC (HeTerg). @&Smeurrd 2011-@\6v GrLmeTs 6T GLoM (&) LIWIMELY LOTEULLSE60 Y U TETT& 61T
U&S LISKHTT TervCamLig ommId FLLT HG6v Y HCWITTTeL (LPSH6dT(LPSHe0160 SevoTLMIWLILIL(h), 6

LIS & meuoT (h 8(6TH& & LI LNm (& PLOS ONE @&10160 (pemmuwims efeuiflsasLiulLg).

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gsij6y (p&Hlws (GmlliLsser (Medium)

* The species belongs to the genus Impatiens of the family Balsaminaceae (balsams / touch-me-nots); it is locally called
“Tiuri” in Nepal.

* Habitat: humid slopes and forest margins at about 2,800-2,900 metres above sea level in the Himalayas.

* Nirmal Purja climbed all 14 peaks above 8,000 m in 2019 in a record 6 months and 6 days, and was part of the first
winter ascent of K2 (2021).

» He was appointed a Member of the Order of the British Empire (MBE) in 2018 and is recognised by UNEP as a Mountain
Advocate.

» Naming a species after a person (an eponym) is a recognised practice under the International Code of Nomenclature for
algae, fungi and plants (ICN).

« @& 5meurd umevaFmSGesTFIGW (Balsaminaceae) & (hbusSHer @Cuadwestsiv Cuflersensgsd CFmHSEI;
Grumergglev ‘lgulifl’ sTesT SiemLp&SLILI(HSIMSI.

* sumMPILLD: @ OWIDEm6VUI6L SHL6V L LSS0\ (HH! SO 2,800-2,900 WBLLIF 2 W60 FFLILISLOTeT
gifley&eir mmI &I (h) eleflbLgeir.

« H1TLD6V LTI 2019-@)6L 8,000 LB L (H& (&) ClosvmesT 14 Fl&JmISGHEMETW|LD FT6065T CBHTLOMENT 6 LML 6
BTL&6rfl60 FmleaTiiy; 2021-@6v K2 FlarssletT (p&6L (&6flfamev FmmeSHlen|b LmiGasmHmIT.

« 2018-@\6v N1 1961% GLITT&l6tT 2 mLiNesty (MBE) ed\(&) Clummeu; go.bIT. &MHmI& @60 S L&Smev (UNEP)
‘LD6MI6V 6UEE6EV’ 6T60TLI LIMITLLLILILL 6.

* e2(m6uflest Cluwirmey @est&H S M &L GLwifl(Hleugl (eponym), LITE)-LL(EH6N&-& MU RIS (6ThHE ST FIeUGCHEL
QuwIflLev eNFlpemmuilest (ICN) £Lp HRISSFSSLILLL HEOL(LPEDM.

Static GK Connect

Balsams & the Western Ghats: The genus Impatiens is a LIT6LEITLD STeUNTEISEHLD Com @& ClemLf&s

hotspot indicator in India — the Western Ghats, including the ensul|d: @GueadlwisiTey CuifleoTid @ bHwimedesr

Nilgiris, Anamalais and Palani Hills of Tamil Nadu, host a very LVIUNT G&FN6y EssTLEVE HMIUIH). SLOLPBHTL 1965
1560&If], QLemeTTLOEM6Y, LILP6DTl LoemeVss6T 2 6iTerfliL



high number of endemic Impatiens species, many restrictedto = GLM (&S CHTLFEFSF LDen6VS6ITl6V 6T T6ITLO DT

shola grassland edges. &evflg g 6uLmesT (endemic) @LDELIOE WI6ETEN @)6TMHIS 6T
2 sitemment; LIsv Gameneull LjevGleuerfl eferflbL|gserflsv
WL (HGL smevorLiLI(hl&esTm 6ot

2. Himachal Pradesh Bans Manufacture and Sale of Non-Dairy ‘Analogue Paneer’ (order of 20 August
2026)

LIT6L S{6V6VITS ‘B|6BT6VITE ListTesT)’ &SWmiflLiL-efmLemesTs: & @naFevll NyCs & HemL (2026
QL&EVL 20 2),651650T)

The Himachal Pradesh government prohibited the manufacture, storage, distribution and sale of non-dairy ‘analogue
paneer’ being passed off as genuine dairy paneer. The order was issued by the state Commissioner of Food Safety under
Section 30(2)(a) of the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, takes immediate effect and remains in force for one year.

D _6BOTEDLOWITEDT LIM6V LIGdTes 1) 6T60Tm)| Farm)l e@NMESLILI(HID, LIT6V H6V6VITS ‘SI65T6VITE LisdTest [ SWImIfILiL,
GailliLy, eNbICwmss wMHMID eNPHUenesTeN @ rFeull INFEHF SiTa HevL GlFUISE|. 2006 2_6woTa LI
UMgISTLL MM &r& FLLgS T LNifle 30(2)(a)-@\ 6T SLp LoMhlev 2 65T6L LI LITG|SSITLIL]| Q465 650T W T6V
NoUNSSIULL @)HS LeM6TT 2 L6tTIg WIS HEDL (LPeNME (& 6UbHS] RIM6soT(h& (& 3iL06016L @) (HE (& LD.

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gsij6 (& Hlws (GmlLiLgser (Easy)

* ‘Analogue paneer’ substitutes milk fat with vegetable oils and other non-dairy fats; selling it as ‘paneer’ amounts to
adulteration and misbranding.

* The restriction covers food business operators (FBOs) as well as restaurants, hotels, cloud kitchens, hostels, dhabas
and caterers.

 The action followed market surveillance and laboratory testing by the state Food Safety Department.

 Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra and Gujarat had earlier imposed similar year-long bans on analogue paneer.

* FSSAI (Food Safety and Standards Authority of India) was established under the FSS Act, 2006 and is headquartered in
New Delhi; it works under the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare.

* ‘' DI6VT6VITE LI6tT6RT 1) 6T6OTLIG) LIMT6V Gl&M(LPLILE (&L LIS6VITE STeuly 61650t Gl6saTlil LDMHMILD LM L6y
316L6VTS Cl&MYLIL|SBEMETL LIWL6GTL(HSHSHIUG]; HeMS ‘LietTentl)’ 616078 Fam) eNDHLIG] &60LILILLD LOMHMILD
Seummest GlUWIIL6L Sy &Lb.

* @5HFH60L 2 _610T6) 6U6TBT18 HlmI6UerTrRIgS6T (FBOS) L (hSl6tTn)) 2_stsTeusmiseT, 6l (h&s6r, Hleme Ll
HFE6oTSH6IT, HHIGL N (HH &6, HTLTESST, CaslLiflmI HM|616sTmIS 6THE &L ClUM(HHEILD.

* IHl6V 2_650TEY LI LITGISTLILS &I6nMUI6T &FhHensg s SetoTsmessiILiL| LDMHMILD oy uleus LIfICETSHenerTaeme6ms
QBTLIHE @HHLEIYSHNS 6T(H&HSLILLLS).

« FHHEVEIT, DSTTTOLYTT, (HRTTSH &I LTH6VRIS6T 66l &H6TG6U 6TTEVITE Li6tT6T (8 () @) 68 GLimssTm
RITEThHS SevL eSS (BbSe0T

* FSSAI (@& 2_6toT6) LI LITGISTLIL| LDMMILD SHIT H,60650TWILD) 2006 FSS FLLSH6T HLD HeOWEHSLILILLGI;
HEMEVENLOWISLD LG &16060); HSTHMTTLD LMMILD GHIDL BV enFFSHSS 6T &L ClFwevLi(hH&H M.

Static GK Connect

Food safety in Tamil Nadu: The Tamil Nadu Food Safety SLOLPHTLI96V 2 65076l LIMgISTLL: SLORHT(H
Department enforces the FSS Act, 2006 in the State and runs 2 _ewoTe Ll LIMGISTLILS Slenm rbleugsley 2006 FSS
the ‘Food Safety on Wheels’ mobile testing labs; Tamil Nadu is 5:|'_|_§'56‘mg) g{msi)u(;)]ggjgg]méj; ‘FHHIMISET 6V 2 _6vTe Ll

also among India’s leading milk-producing States through LITGISTLUIL BLLOMHID S U16USRISEN6T @S EGHHME).
Aavin (TN Co-operative Milk Producers’ Federation, est. 2696t (SBDBHTEH Fal HlmeyLls LmeL 2 HUSHWTETT
1981).

Fal LenwollL, 1981) euflwns SIDRHT(H @ bSHwmedlsst
(pebTeuTenafILl LIMeL 2 MLISE) LOMHlevkig6rflev
ERETTMIM(SLD.

ECONOMY & INTERNATIONAL | GlLm(mHemms iy & sreuGseid



3. India and Mauritius Sign Government-to-Government MoU on Oil and Gas Cooperation at Port Louis
(20 August 2026)

GumyL sumuilerdlev 6T65T66TDTII-6TIflOUITW 625 5I6MLPLIL|ESHITETT T8~ T8 L|iflIhg 600161
@RLIUBHS55SH6v @hHWm-Clwmflaflwen enas6lw (0851 (2026 9,861V 20)

India and Mauritius signed a Government-to-Government (G2G) Memorandum of Understanding on cooperation in the oil
and gas sector at Port Louis on 20 August 2026. It was signed by Union Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep
Singh Puri and Mauritius Minister of Commerce and Consumer Protection John Michaél Tzoun Sao Yeung Sik Yuen.

6TesoTGl630T UL LDMMILD @UIMEMSS 6TIFleUmL S SIeMmMUI6L 685 5I6MLPLIL|SETET T8-3B T& (G2G) Liflhgeuorey
RUUBSSS 6L @bSHlwme|b Clomflagluienb 2026 a6Vl 20 SeTm| GUTTL sumuilerdlsy en&6lwl (LSS L 6oT.
&S W CULCTTeSIwD LHMID @uINHens 6rfleUms Glenm HeMWESFT amFHLl Fmi Ll LmmID
Glomfladlwen eursssD-HSTEUMT LUMGISTLIL| HeDEFT M6t 6008686 (F60T &6l W|mI F& w|6leuessT
AHCWITT &6l (PSS L 60T

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gs 6] (p&&Hlws (oL e (Easy)

* Alongside the MoU, Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) and the State Trading Corporation of Mauritius signed a five-year
sales and purchase agreement.

* |OC will supply refined petroleum products — petrol (Mogas), diesel, marine gas oil and Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) — to
Mauritius.

* Puri also held talks in Port Louis with Mauritius Prime Minister Navinchandra Ramgoolam on energy resilience and
bilateral strategic ties.

» The pact was foreshadowed at the 9th Indian Ocean Conference held in Port Louis in April 2026.

» Mauritius is a key partner in India’s SAGAR / MAHASAGAR vision for the Indian Ocean Region; its capital is Port Louis
and currency the Mauritian rupee.

c @& RUUBSHSHGHIL60T, @bSHlwest g uflev smyLILGragusst (10C) wmHmIb Gwmflagwei wrHlev
UTHHHE HLPSHLD @6l Gl 2MHhsmesst(h a9MLIENEST-6\STET(LPSHE) RLILIHSLD 60856 UI(LDESHTETS].

* 10C him|6u6nTld GILLGymev (CLomasmsiv), Legev, &L6VEFT erifleumuy erevorGlsvorill, eNomest eTiflGILIT(H6T (ATF)
o emafllL &SSafleslulL CuLCrmedlwl QumpLsener Glnmflagluienes g suLpmhiEGLD.

* Qwrflaglwen LNFsLT HeSesTEFHST FITLD(EHEVITLD 2 L 65T H,MM6L LBeTH M6dT LMHMILD @) (HSTLIL 2 M6y g6
GMS5 Ufl CUFSFTTEHMS HLSSITTT.

* 2026 grLiedl6L GUITTL suITuNendlsv BHenLGILMM 9-61ug) @bSIWILT GClLI(THEISL6V LOMHTLI96V @\h& LILIHSLD
GP58! AP ENSEILLYBHSS

s @BH WL ClL(HRIsSLY LNTTHA WSS METeT @bHlwmallssr SAGAR / beTETs) LMFeneuuiley Glmiflaglwisn
W&H WL LmisTefl; Henevbasi GUTTL spTuisn, HressTibd GImfladguwien emLImul.

Static GK Connect

India—Mauritius & Tamil Nadu: A large share of Mauritius’ @pHWM-cwrfladlwsn & HLIDHT(H:

Indian-origin population traces its roots to indentured migration = GlwmiflaglweSlesr @B&HIW euDEFTeUsT W& SH6i60

from the 19th century, and Tamil settlers form one of the Qu@murr(gg\)rrj’ 19-%[0 Mmmnm@] @uumg)és F6.60)

island’s oldest Indian communities — Thaipusam (Cavadee) is @LLOUWTeN6T 6ufleubSHeLTE6T; HLOPTE6T

a public holiday in Mauritius. S15EN6tT 1O LIenoWITeT @hHWE Felpsmigsemen
60T — MSLILLFLD (&6uly) GlmifladlwenSley GlLimg|
aN(Hlpemm HITe.

4. Chhattisgarh Becomes India’s First Inland State to Export Value-Added Tilapia Products (20 August
2026)

wHILL&sFa L LUULL SlevmNwm GlumpLaesenst eymmIws) Clawiu|b @ bHlwimailsst (pssv
2 6mBITL(h) LMHleVINS: &8 & 6&sIT (2026 4,85 61VL 20)




Chhattisgarh became the first landlocked (inland) State in India to begin exports of value-added Tilapia products, having
shipped about 382 tonnes to the United States. The milestone was reviewed at an interactive meeting in Raipur on 20
August 2026 chaired by Dr Abhilaksh Likhi, Secretary, Department of Fisheries, on the progress of the Tilapia Cluster
under the Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY).

wHIYSFaLLULLL Sleomiwim et GlumpLaeemsT HmId) ClFwiws 6\STLRIS W @bSHwmallsr (p&Hev
2 6THTL(H (SLEEVTTLD @)6V6VITS) LMH6VLDTE F&HH6MS&T LMMIWIG]; &FLOMF 382 L6tT 6 &&T6e 85
SIQIILLLLLG]. NTSLWF SHevw FuUST Guimesstm (PMMSY) &1 @ uikiGLd SlevriNwim &lemevLiflesr
(peTCeTmMLD (BMISSI, BstTeuens glemme ClFweomsTy LISLT SiLevdas 6018 Hen6venouilsy 2026 6L
20 ojetm)| TrWILILLFleV BLBHS Fal LEHSH60 @& wHllinumile] ClawwliilLgi.

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gsj6y (p&&Hlws (GmlliLsser (Medium)

 Chhattisgarh’s annual Tilapia production is around 25,000 tonnes, supported by a dedicated hatchery.

* PMMSY was launched in 2020 under the Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying with an outlay of about
Rs 20,050 crore — the largest-ever investment in India’s fisheries sector.

* The Tilapia Production and Processing Cluster aims to strengthen the value chain through processing, quality assurance
and market linkages.

* Tilapia (Oreochromis spp.) is an African-origin freshwater fish widely farmed in aquaculture for its fast growth and
hardiness.

« India is among the world’s largest fish producers; the ‘Blue Revolution’ refers to the rapid growth of the country’s fisheries
and aquaculture sector.

« g5 56108Ifl6T Qevor(h HlevmLiNwim 2 HuGES) &My 25,000 LebT; Q&M (&5 &6vfl LBetT (& (6har 2 ML S
Hlenevwid 2 e &lma).

« PMMSY &)L LD 2020-@)6V LB6dTeU6ITLD, &MeLHemL LIFTIFILIL LDHMILD LITELEUETS SHI60M H6MLDEF &S H6T LD,
&MY 5.20,050 Gy &|6EL (HLedT Qe TLmIsIULLE — @bHW etTeusTs glemmuies WlaliGILflw
L5650

« SleomNwm 2 musS wOHMID LUSLLGHISSHID SlemeLy, USLLHSSHIH, ST SL(HLULT(H LMHMID FHens
@ enesTLIL&6T epeuld EILILE Fhifledlenw eusy|LILI(H&HSILD.

« SleorNwm (spflCwrsCrmisleny @estid) &4 LILNIA&s eubgmeusflenwis CaimHe mettesfTy West; CeussLomest
6UETITEE] LDMHMILD HITMHIELD SHMEIT SHTFETOTLONS LITEL6VTE 6U6TTE&SLILIHISE DS

« @b W 2 ev&le WlaLliGLflw et 2 MUSEH Br(Hlseflsv spesTml; eVt L) eTedTLI) HITLIg65T LB6dTOETLD
LOMHMILD LB6ST 6U6TTLILIS &lemmuNesT aflenFeumsst usTF&Flenls &HMI&HSEIM|.

Static GK Connect

Fisheries & Tamil Nadu: Tamil Nadu has India’s second- BetTeuem(LD HLOIDBHT(HID: @bHWmel6sT @) FesoTL oL
longest coastline (about 1,076 km) and is a leading marine IB6ITLOMEST SLMEBENTEnL (&MY 1,076 &.16.) SOPHT(H
fish producer; Thoothukudi and Nagapattinam are major Qagrrg&gT@g'rerJ; (petTevTEnsll HL6EL L6t g'rj)ug,gl
fishing harbours, and the Gulf of Mannar Marine National Park mn@mm_ 515G, HTSLILILIG68TLD WP&HSH W

(1986) is India’s first marine biosphere reserve area. BT 198 GI6MM(LPSEIGEIT; LOGITESTIT 6LEM6IT(ELIT

SLVEFT CaHFIWILI LpmIsT (1986) @b Wmallesr (P& 6v
SLVEFTT 2 UNF&CsHsmeTs STLILSL LiGE).

5. Study Flags Lithium Mining in Africa’s Sahel as a New Funding Source for Armed Groups (reported
21 August 2026)

ANl erGamev LG SHlullev 60155 HImISLID &,U|5HE (8§ (L55ETHEE) LSHlw 1)
SLBITIJLD 6T60T QY16 6TEFFIflSHemas (2026 Q56101 21 infla9lLiL))

A study has warned that the rapid growth of lithium extraction in Africa’s Sahel region is creating opportunities for armed
groups to profit from the mineral trade. Groups operating in Mali, Niger, Burkina Faso, Chad and Nigeria are exploiting
weak governance, informal artisanal mining and cross-border smuggling to raise revenue.



S Lfsamellest &mGamsv LNFTHH WS H v 60155 GCleul yolwi(HllL CeussLoms eueTfeug), &6vflog
FHenSUNON(HHS| W SHE (8)(LDSE6T VLD ClLIMIEUSMETEIT 6UMUILIL|SHEN6IT 2_(THEUTE (G ME] 6T6wT 621)
QY16 TEFSHGI6TENg). LOMeS), MBI, L|F&6oTT soiTGET, FTL MM enbEFlwmeailey @\uimiEw

(& (DS S6T, LIVeSesTLOMeTT &Y L&, (PEOMETTE SIS LDHMILD T606M6V SHTEsoTIgll &L &SHEn6VLI LI (HEH)
eU(HeUml FFL(h&hlesTme6oT.

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gsij6 (p&&Hlws (oL g6 (Easy)

» Methods identified include taxing miners, traders and transporters, and controlling access to mining sites.

« Lithium is a critical mineral essential for electric vehicle (EV) batteries, smartphones and renewable energy storage.

» Recommended remedies: stronger mining regulation, mineral-tracking / traceability systems and domestic lithium
processing.

* The Sahel is the semi-arid transition belt between the Sahara Desert to the north and the Sudanian savanna to the
south, stretching from Senegal to Sudan/Eritrea.

* India released a list of 30 critical minerals in 2023 and launched the National Critical Mineral Mission (2025); India is
also a member of the Mineral Security Partnership (MSP).

s &GS CSTLPleVT6TIES6IT, euestilaFas6T, GLITS &S SmeT a6 g surfl 69618860 LMHMID STk
LGS & (6THESITET 60| H60608 &L (HLILI(HSHSHIHED U HLIEn6 SIEMLITETLD STesoTLILILL ULl (LPEDMS6IT.

* BleTa My sumgsent (EV) CULLIA&6IT, euwmyLCLmestassiT, 4HILIN&555858 M0 CaL5ILLIEE, 65155 Wb
@erMlwenWNS, (WPEEHWE SesfloLd & L0.

* UIflb&I6MT&6T: 6UE)|EUTEIT FJThlS 62(LDMI(&(LPeNM, &H65fld &65Ta MeusiILIL-SL MG SeLDLIL| &6,
2 6THITL(H 69SHSH WD LSLILHSS6.

- #mGame6YL 6T6tTLIG| ULECE FAMTTT LIMeneveUeTSSHIM &0 CleMEs (&L mesfl &eue6sTeoTTe| & (8D
@enLGuiwITeT iemiy 6UM6ETITL @ emLBlem6vLl LILenL; Gl&F6sTaH60 (P&6V (FLmest/erflgH i euenr HeTHmal.

« @& 2023-@)6v 30 (W& WS SevflmigsT L guisnsy GleusfuilLg); Caflw (paHlws sesflioL
uewsfl (2025) QerLrhislILLLG); Sesfloll LUmgsmiLs sal Lenlifsy|b (MSP) @bHwm 2 m|iifeory.

Static GK Connect

Critical minerals in India: India’s first major lithium find was @nhsHlwmeilev (s W s sesflomigsT: @\ bHlwimedlsst

reported in the Salal-Haimana area of Reasi district, Jammu &  (p&6v GLIflw eS&HHWID Lilge| 2023-@)6v oLD(LP-

Kashmir (2023). Rare earth processing in India is anchored by smaguLbiflest flwme meUlLLD &F6VT6V-606LMLOITEDTIT

IREL (India) Limited, whose Rare Earths Division is at Aluva, LGH N6 BeseTLMIWILL LS. W 68T SesflLombig 6T

Kerala, with monazite-rich beach sands also occurring along USLILGHSSH6em6v IREL (@b&Hwim) eSAGILL

the Tamil Nadu coast. BlfeudH s s Siser Sflw et N6y Cayermeder
2pevIeUmel6n 2 66mg. ClomesTTengL Hlenmnbg
HLM&E0T 65TeV HLOIDBTL(H& SLMEBeMTUT6Y|LD
smesoTLIL(HEMG).

TAMIL NADU SPECIAL | 81pmm(H) FmLiy

6. 31st Southern Zonal Council Meeting Held at Mamallapuram, Chaired by Union Home Minister Amit
Shah (20 August 2026)

LOITLD6VEVL| TS 6V 31-6u8] C1BEBTLOEBITL 6V LDEITME FaLl L LD — &SI 2 67TSI60MD SHENLDEEFI]
SBG O%IT Hemevenio (2026 gy 86101 20)

The 31st meeting of the Southern Zonal Council was held at Mamallapuram (Kovalam), Tamil Nadu on 20 August 2026,
chaired by Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation Amit Shah. Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay, who is
the Vice-Chairman of the Council, said the southern States contribute more than 30% of India’s GDP and sought fair and
equitable treatment in fiscal devolution.

Cl&65TLO6TITL 6V LDESTM & E60T 31-615| Fal LD 2026 4856101 20 S6dTm)| SLOILDIHTLIg63T LOMLD6V6VLTLD (C&sTeueTLD)
LGS W6, WHHW 2 6THIemM LMMILD Fal (HMeys HIENM HEMWEFEFT HLOG QXIT &HDEVENLOUIN6L



BENLGILMMG|. LOESTMESHET 56065078 &H6M6V6UTTerT SLOIDBT(H (PHeVEnESFT &Fl. ComaLs e9lgul,
@n&lwmalle Glorss 2 6THTL(H 2-MUSSUN6L C1&6sT MHleVMmIgS6T 30%-8 &L GLD6V LImigerfl&dlesTmest
eTeoTss Fam), HISHIL LIETaI6L [HIWITWILDITET, FLOLDTEIT {6T)|(&)(LLeDMenIS Camifl6oTITy.

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gs 6 (p&&Hlws (GmlliLsser (Medium)

» The Southern Zonal Council covers Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Telangana, plus the UTs of
Puducherry, Andaman & Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep.

» Zonal Councils were created under the States Reorganisation Act, 1956; the Union Home Minister is Chairman of all
five Zonal Councils and the Chief Ministers serve as Vice-Chairman by annual rotation.

» TN sought that the next Finance Commission weigh both the needs and performance of States — development, fiscal
discipline and demographic transition.

* Greater flexibility for States in taxation after GST was demanded, with reference to Article 279A(4)(e) of the
Constitution.

* On inter-State rivers, TN pressed for protection of lower-riparian rights and implementation of Supreme Court judgments
and tribunal awards, citing the Cauvery and Mullaiperiyar issues; it also proposed common economic and logistics
clusters (e.g. Bengaluru Metro extension from Bommasandra to Hosur) and a focus on the Blue Economy.

* C1&65TLDETTTL 6V LOESTMLD Y HHITLI LNTCHED, STHTLEST, CHTerT, SILPHT(H), C1&HEVHIST6STT LMHMILD
4&I5CEf), SibsLomeT-H&CaHTUT, 60L& 86 o dw WLesflwet NFCsHamisemeT 2 6TemL&SSIWG|.

* LD6BTTL 6V LDESTMMISET 1956 LOMIBl6V DMIEFTENIOLILIEF FLLSH6T S 2 (HeUMSHSLILILLET; LSS 2 _6T5H|60M
SN WHG)| LOETTMMHIS (6THE (GLD HEMEVEUTT; (P&HEVEMLDEFTEHET U 600T(HCHTMILD &FHPMHE (Wemmuisv
B16D6TTE H6M6VEUTTEHE O1FWIeVLI(Hl6UI.

* 9 (HH5S 1S UCWITE/HH) LemestTWID MHl6VEIS6I 6T CaHemeusemeITLLD C1F WIS IMENETTILD — 6UETTEE],
58 @S, &HSHETCIHTMS MMM — &(HSSH 6L Cl&meTer Gouetar(hib 6Tests SLOIDHBT(H Camlwg).

* Zl.eTen.19.85 &L LNM G sufleNSILLN6L THleVmissEhHsE 5 S GBS SHSetTenL CoussoT(HD eTeoT
SirFlwevenwliNest Nifley 279A(4)(e)-0& &L igsH& M98 CaHmyLLLLE).

* LMHEVMIS (ETH &) 6m L CUIWITEST M|&6T GISTLILNS, SLRHlenevs &engGuimy mhlevrkigerflesr
2 flemseneTLl LIMEISTHESH|D 2 &8 BHI6TNE SHFLILS6T-STLILTIL Hnsensasens HlenmGeummeyLd
SIHTH eueSluymisSHwig); sraNifl, WwevemevIGILFlwmm| NTEFen6sTH6T &FLlgSH&HTLLLILILL6ST. GlLTE)
QUMHETTSTT-SeTeumL &Hl6menLFa6T (CIUMDLEHSTT—62(&: T 6LIMkI&esTH(H GILLCrT BLigliL)) HMILD HevLl
QUITHETTSTITLD LBST6OT SHeU6sT(LOLD (6T GILDMLHIWLILILIL L 63T.

Static GK Connect

Mamallapuram: A UNESCO World Heritage Site (inscribed LOMLO6VEVLTLD: GlFmIs6VLIL(H LTeUL L&V HeMLbHS
1984) in Chengalpattu district, built largely under the Pallava WQlesteniGasT 2 svsLl LimFUflwg Semn (1984).

rulers Narasimhavarman | (Mamalla) and Narasimhavarman Il LI6V6V6L LDETTEBTTE6TT (LD&6VITLD '|'_r)|]'aﬂ|_bL061_||j'L066T
(Rajasimha). It hosted the India—China Informal Summit in (LOTLDEVEVETT), @ TEBETLITLD [BIFEFLDLO6U TLOGET

2019 and the 44th Chess Olympiad in 2022. (TR LDLO6ET) BTV S60 ClILIHLITEYILD 2 (THEUTETS).

2019 @BEHWIT-F6oTT (PeOMETTT 2 &&) mBm(h), 2022
44-618) &5|TTHIS eSIDLNWITL Sy Hwienel @nIE,
HenL G LIMHMEDT.

7. Tamil Nadu Announces New State Cooperative Policy and Cooperation Department Schemes in the
Assembly (20 August 2026)

FLLUGUFemeuuilev LHlw wmblevs Fal (hmeys ClsmeTens WHMIW Fal (hmes Hiemms
S Lrisenem M 6NS5 5 SLOLPHT(H (2026 86101 20)

Replying to the demands for grants of the Cooperation Department in the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly on 20 August
2026, Minister for Cooperation V. Gandhiraj announced a new State Cooperative Policy together with a package of
welfare and business measures for cooperative institutions, fair-price shops and farmers.



2026 gysevl 20 Siestm| SPHT(H FLLUGCLTeneaIuN6L Fal (HMes &lenmasTer mesfluid Camiflaemna

Bg et aNeumssHH MG L LHlevsflEs Fal (Himeys Glenm HeMWEEF] Glol. HMHSHTT, LiHw omblevs
gal (hme|s Cl&meTens 2 6Tafl L H6VSSLLEIS6T LMHMILD 6165118 HLEUIGEHENSHHENET SHMNONSST.

KEY EXAM POINTS | G ijey p&&lws @mlliyser (Medium)

« State Cooperative Policy: to make cooperative institutions people-centric, transparent, economically sustainable and
competitive.

* Singa Pengal Loan Scheme through cooperative banks with an allocation of Rs 7,015 crore to promote women
entrepreneurs; rural business loans to farmers at 9% interest with Rs 5,000 crore allocated.

« A common cooperative business brand named ‘Vettri’ will be introduced to improve quality, marketing and market share
of cooperative products.

» 150 permanent buildings for Public Distribution System (PDS) outlets in rented premises (Rs 15 crore); LED stock-
display boards in 100 fair-price shops (Rs 20 lakh); real-time vehicle tracking for essential commodities (Rs 2 crore).

* Fertiliser and seed sales through TANFED to rise from Rs 898 crore to Rs 2,500 crore; e-auction in 80 cooperative
marketing societies; women to get priority as salespersons in 105 new fair-price shops.

* Hlevs Fal (hmeys ClamsiTens: Fal (hmey [HM|66TRISHENEIT LO&HSET 6NLOWILDTEHELD,
QeusflliuenLwrse|w, QuUmmeTTs Ty FHUN6L HlensvsSHsHTEHEa D, CUITLIgSHH MEIT 2 6T6MSHT&H6| LD
LOTMHMI6UG].

« flmIs L ClLI6BTE 6T SHL65T S LID: GlLIsveT G\&H MLV (emetTGoumenty 26md: & 6958 Fal (Hmey eumkih&sir
euLSlWITS erp.7,015 GasiTig 628158 (h); eSleusmw FTiHe CST6L QSTLRIS e9eusTul s Eh&E, 9% euLiguiiev
€r.5,000 Gasmig STTOLILM euessil &8 &L 6dT.

* Fal (HmeyLl QumHLS66T ST, FHenSLILI(HSSHISH, FHenSLI LIkIE, 2 WTSHS ‘Gleumn)’ sren)|Ld
Clumg|eumesT 6uestl& (PSHSHENT M (PSLD.

* UMLEM&S &L 19l Mmig6rTley @U@ Hlwmu 69160608 &H6nL&EHSE) 150 HITHSTs SLigl mseT (¢m.15
GasITig); 100 Hlwmw afNenesvsd senLaerfley @\(HLIL e9leurid &TL(hb LED LIsuem& &6l (¢1h.20 6VL&LD);
SSHHWTeUFWILI GILIM(HET 6UTSESTHRIS (6Th8 (& CHTIe8 &HevoTamensiILiL] (fm.2 Camiy).

« TANFED auLflwims 2 i-a9leng eNmuenet em.898 Camiguied(mbg) em.2,500 Camgwims 2 wije]; 80
Fal(hmey elmLenesTE Frhigsmigerflsn LlesT-6f6uld; 105 LSw HlLmw 6916m608 SHenL 61160 a9MLIEnEsTWITEITT
Liesofl&61fl6v GlLI6TOTS (6THES (8) (P 6dTEn)Ifl6mILD.

Static GK Connect

Cooperatives in Tamil Nadu: India’s cooperative movement BB Fal (hmey: @bHws sal (Hime @ui&Hs0
began with the Co-operative Credit Societies Act, 1904. Tamil 1904 Fal (hM6L & SL60T SFhISHMIGET FLLSSH|L 60T

Nadu'’s cooperative sector includes Co-optex (handlooms, Qg)ﬂLrEJ@UJQJ. E@QD”LL‘}W 561L®ﬂ)®-|§: @mmuﬂgu
1935), Aavin (milk, 1981) and TANFED. Cooperative societies mt@mmé’: Qg,"@!ba:rgg, 66)8555;_\‘5] (Co-optex,

are a State subject (Entry 32, State List); the 97th 1935), gueflesr (L6, 1981), TANFED oy élwieney

Constitutional Amendment (2011) inserted Article 43B and
Part IXB, and the Union Ministry of Cooperation was created
in 2021.

SILMBIGLD. Fal (HhmeysF FhismIS6T TH6VLI LILIgUiey
Qum(meTT (2_6iTerf(h) 32); 97-6ug)| SiTFlwievenioLiL]s
SH(mSHs (2011) LNifley 43B LOHMILD LGS IXB-0&
G658 WHSHW Fal (Hme eMEFFsHD 2021-@)6v
2 (HEUMSHSLILILLG).

8. UNHCR, SICCI and Ethiraj College for Women, Chennai Sigh MoU on Refugee Education and
Inclusion (reported 21 August 2026)

&S\ &6 sevail LDMHMILD 2 6iTemLE &L (&M1& 5] UNHCR, SICCI bmmILd ClaetTement 61857
&6l &6v6eVITIfl LILIHSLD (2026 &y g6l 21 nledlLiL])

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the Southern India Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(SICCI) and Ethiraj College for Women (Autonomous), Chennai signed a Memorandum of Understanding to strengthen
collaboration in education, research and community engagement, aimed at promoting refugee self-reliance and inclusion
in India.



355\ &6rletT HetTesflenme LMMILD &FELPs: 2 6TEMTLESSMS 261856 &G CHTHSIE0, Hevall, o FmiFs
HMID FepsL LRIGCHEHLNGED e55ImpLINL eULILIHSS &3.BIT. HSHSH&H6T L enevsriid (UNHCR),
ClgetTesf S W 6UTEHSHEHD WMMID GISTLH6L Fal LemioLliL] (SICCI), ClFstTenent sT&SHTTER a6y seveviifl
(BetTeeTTL &) gy &lwiemen Liflhg 6uoTey eeLILIHEH160 6086l (L&) L 6oT.

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gsij6 (p&&Hlws (GmlLiLger (Easy)

» The PG Department of Social Work at Ethiraj College will be the nodal department for coordinating and implementing
collaborative activities.

* The partnership covers education, research, community engagement and livelihood support to enhance refugee self-
reliance.

» The SICCI-UNHCR Partnership Forum focuses on socio-economic inclusion of refugee communities, including Sri
Lankan refugees living in Tamil Nadu.

* UNHCR was established in 1950 and is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland; it won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1954
and 1981.

* India is not a signatory to the 1951 Refugee Convention or its 1967 Protocol, but hosts refugees on a case-by-case
administrative basis.

« T55TTD HeVeVTulerr (e Iblensv FeasLl Liessfls glemm ¢ (hmhiklenestTLiL &G0 ClFweILI(H 55818 EW0
(PSHETENDS HIEOMWTEHE Cl&FUIeVL(HILD.

* H606M, Y TTLEH, FepsLl LMIGHML] LMMID UTLPEUTSTT SSHT6Y CPEVLD &S &6rTl6T SetTentlemmeneu
2 WISGI6UG| @ &Fal Lmessenlouler CBmesaLD.

* SICCI-UNHCR &6 LT633T60LD LO63TMLD, SLSILPIHITL 196V 6UT(LPLD @)6VEIen & Y& HNG6IT 2 6T6lflLL &5H &
FoP&MIG6II 6T FePS-CILMIHETTSHTT 2 6T6TLESHS5H160 SeUesTd Cl&F6y &g |HMEI.

« UNHCR 1950-@)6v [Him|6uLiLIL L &); &H6m6vemldlLssLD SrellLgFevmhElest Glggenfourr. 1954 bHMILD 1981-@)6v
GrrLsy HemSILI Lifle QlLDHME|.

* 1951 9185)861T UILbHSHSHSH G 1967 GIBM LpemmUNGsur @BH WM &6 W (WSS LaNsveme; eresflen|b
HFeurs igliLienLuilev &6vfls&6uflTe 858 (ETHSE) SHMLESHVD J6flEE M.

Static GK Connect

Sri Lankan Tamil refugees in TN: Tamil Nadu has hosted Sri SLHTLI96L QeVmINSES SO &S S6IT: 1983 (PS50
Lankan Tamil refugees since 1983, housed largely in SIDHTH Glevrienss SO &S (6THE (&
government camps across the State, with the Organisation for OI60LEHSHEVLD g{&ﬂg'_@] 5‘-'([55@93@1? Qu@Lburr(Ssurrl'I
Eelam Refugees’ Rehabilitation (OfERR) and State schemes LTHEVLD (LPLEUGILD 2 6T6T T8 (PSTLDE6T 60

providing education and livelihood support. SIEW6TETEITT. LD SSH)S6T LMICUTLDE] SeMLoLIL|
(OfERR) LbHMILD LOMHl6VS S LEIG6T &eveil-

GUMLDEUTS T U BT6L 6LLPMHI(E)EH 63TM6DT.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY | gimjlaflwisv & G5 mifleum|LLib

9. lIT Mandi Develops ‘Sea-Urchin’ Bio-Inspired Coating for 3D-Printed Bone Implants (reported 21
August 2026)

3D-FHFLLILILL 6T6V|IDL| 2 6TTEILIM (T & &) & (6TH8 (&) ‘BL6V (P6ememLIesTm)’ jemioLiLjsiter 2 ufifl-
2 15156V LLFOE 2 (TheUuT&ELS| $3801g LO6TITIY

Researchers at IIT Mandi, led by Dr Sumit Murab, developed a bio-inspired hydroxyapatite coating for 3D-printed bone
implants that can mechanically damage bacteria while improving bone integration — without relying on antibiotics or
antibacterial chemicals. The work has been published in the Chemical Engineering Journal.

LT&LT &S (PTTL H60606nL0UN6VITETT E3g3lg LO6BITLY. Y UIGUTEITTE6IT, 3D-HEFFILLILILL 6T6Y|LDL]

2 6TEILM(HESH&EHSE 2 UINIfl-2 H5HIH6D ADLTTEHNOILTLENLL LLFNE 2 (hHeUTEHS W 6TT6T. @)5)
hI630T650) U978 GCl&meL60) LO(HIHSISET Bi6V6V&| LUMsleflwim st FLIL CoudbLIGILIMT(HLS606ITE FMTTLO6Y,



ursleflurssensT @uibdHraNwey FHwrss CasLliu(hSs), sTa(bLL6tT 6L (h&Henevu b GCbLhSSHISE DS
@e6usumuie] Chemical Engineering Journal @ &Ll60 Gleuslwimelujerers).

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gs iy (pa&Hlws (Gmlliysser (Medium)

» The implants are 3D-printed from polylactic acid (PLA), a biodegradable plastic whose surface does not bond easily
with bone.

» Two-stage process: surface activation with an alkaline solution, followed by hydrothermal treatment at 90°C that
grows needle-like hydroxyapatite clusters resembling a sea urchin.

» Hydroxyapatite is the main mineral constituent of human bone, which is why the coating promotes osseointegration.

 The sharp micro-structures rupture bacterial cell walls physically, reducing infection risk without antibiotics — relevant to
the fight against antimicrobial resistance (AMR).

* lIT Mandi, established in 2009, is located in Kamand, Himachal Pradesh.

* 2 6TEIUMHE S &6T Limedlevma g8 SiLl6VLD (PLA) 6T6n)|LD DL (SLD LN6TTeNIg 88 M60 3D-FFLLILI(H&letTme6oT;
18657 GLMHLITLIL 6T6YILDL|L 65T 6Terfll60 el LTg).

* @\ Hlenevs ClFwev(pemm: &MTFE SHemgaevmev ComUrLiL ClEwsvLhlSsIUL(®H), N6 90°C Gleuliubiy
HEEems cL6suLD &L6V (PETTbLGTNIEnW 6088 26ne allgel enamLFmaenSwmUenLL 6&mgg| &6
2 (H6UTESSLIL(HE60TMEDT.

« ema L& eI WITLIemLL 06518 6T6Y(LDLIN6IT (P&H6TEMLOE &H65 108 Faml; ISH6BTTEVSH T @ILILLE &
6T6V|LDL|L 63T @)6m16ToT6UENS 2618 (5,611 SHEI M S|

* FaEMLOWITENT [H660TS6MLOLIL|&6T Lmsleflwimallstr Ql&sv seusmy @uIMDLNwey FHlwmess £HLfle e etTmerr;
HI68sT6rn) | U9l T8 O1&mevLed] @6V6VITLEL CISHTMM| HUTWSHENSHE (§e0MEHSIM S| — MIcvoTeanluily eTHFLIL S
SIM6sT (AMR) F6UTEV|8(8 (PSS WLILDTESTS).

* eenlg LDEBOTLY 2009-@)6V IHIMIULILILL GI; @WmEFeVLl NTEHESHS 60T SHLOMHEEV D 6DLDHS|6T6ITE.

Static GK Connect

3D printing & India: Additive manufacturing is a focus of the 3D SFFILID @bSHlwma|b: 2022 CaHw CFT&Hens
National Strategy on Additive Manufacturing (2022). India’s 2 UGS 2 H&) (Additive Manufacturing) @) &glenmenl
first 3D-printed post office was inaugurated at Cambridge etresllemeviL(hHSSHISMGI. @HSHwimallsr (p&sv 3D-
Layout, Bengaluru in 2023, and IIT Madras hosts a major SFHLL 3)(EpFeVsLD 2023-@)60 GLIMISe6TH (T

additive-manufacturing research centre and incubated Agnikul, (SasLbﬂlﬂl'_gj_g GevziaL 1960 ngsasuuLL@J, el

which built the world’s first single-piece 3D-printed rocket QL e (goa'sa‘ﬂu_lé CaisHema gmugrgg gg;,lyrru'_léé]

engine. EMOWISHNGHE & TevoT(Hl6TeT]; 2 606dT (PSH6L
@M &|600T(H 3D-HFFILL TTEH6ISL QUIHSH T&HNS
2 (HEUTEHIW 2156571560 [HIMI6LETE MG WD
UETISCIS O SSS-

10. NASA Calls Off Rescue Mission for the Neil Gehrels Swift Observatory (decision of 19 August 2026)

156V Gl& LN TVETNcoLIL 6196TBTETTITILIOS S 605 5L (51D Liessflemwis: emsalllLg) Hrem (2026
Q561U 19 (Pig6)

NASA and its commercial partner Katalyst concluded on 19 August 2026 that the servicing spacecraft ‘Link’ could not be
stabilised enough to capture the Neil Gehrels Swift Observatory and boost it to a higher orbit. The rescue mission was
therefore abandoned, and Swift is expected to re-enter the atmosphere later in 2026.

1560 Cl&IreveN 616 leoL I N 6BoTETOTTILIEUSSHEnSH LI LNg&H&| 2 WIFTHS SFHMILILITENSEE 2 WTHSHILD 6615 (),
Caemeu 6l6soT8H60LDMEDT ‘60IMIS’ BlemEVLILI(HSSLILIL (LPIQUITS] 6T60T BITEFTELLD 60T 616Bf18 L1 LIMkis merflwimest
GaL LSl [HimieuesT(LD 2026 Y &6VL 19 SetTm] (Plgey ClFligent. @ seTmev L L|L Listsfl emssalL LIl Lg);
evalsoLILl 2026-@)60 LNMLIEGSHIUN 6L eueflnessTLeuSHS)6V LB6THIEnLN6) GClEWIU|LD 6T6tT 6THITLIMTEHSLILI(HS M.

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gs 6] (p&&Hlws (GmlliLgser (Medium)

* The failure was due to loss of attitude-control capability on the Link servicer, not a failure of its main propulsion
system.



» Swift was launched on 20 November 2004 to study gamma-ray bursts (GRBs) and other high-energy transient cosmic
events.

« It was renamed the Neil Gehrels Swift Observatory in 2018 after its late principal investigator.

* Its orbit in Low Earth Orbit (LEO) decayed over two decades because of atmospheric drag, which increases during
periods of high solar activity.

« Link will still be used for limited rendezvous and proximity operations to demonstrate satellite-servicing techniques
without capturing Swift.

* 6018 eNevorH6V8 Hl6tT Hleme-Hlemevss &L (HLILTL(H& Slmest @QLLIGCL Cameval & 88 SITT6euTLD; 8 60T
(WPS6ETEnLD 2 HgleNensg emliL] C1FWwedpssall606m6v.

« 6Vl sl 2004 HEULDLIT 20 Si6oTm| SMOM-SHT GleuigliLjgsenem (GRBs) LOHMILD NN 2 WiF-mmev
HlemeuwiMm 6Bt &LD6LSH606T yiey Q&I eJeULILILLE).

s EMMHS (PSHETTEMLD Y UISUTETI HlemevTeumas 2018-@\6v ‘60 Cl&Tevsn erveNcol Il e 6BoT6TOTTUIOUSLD' 6T6BTL
QW wrHOUULLI.

* MP-Hl6v HMMILILTENS UL (LEO) @) (HH& HH60T FrMHMILILITENS, 6U6TILOETITLEV @) (LY6M6L STIFETOTLOTS
@\ ussTeIT(H&66L HTPHSHG!; G FlwE ClEwsoum(h S s EWw sTeumiserfley @nhg @) (pemeu
Fa(hH&E M.

« slvellcoL1EnL LI N9 S &M, CIFWMNEn&HEHCEHT6T GCFene HILLIkIGHen6T HlemL8s 65nis afletreeuld
6UEHTWIMISSLILILL B (HMig60 ClaFwevLT(h&(Emhs &L LwesTU(h&HSLIL(HID.

Static GK Connect

India & high-energy astronomy: AstroSat, India’s first @BSHWTELD 2 WIF-QMM6V 6UMesflIsY|LD:
dedicated multi-wavelength space observatory, was launched @S WTEN6IT (LPGH6V LI6V- B 606VIH6TT
by ISRO on 28 September 2015 from Sriharikota (Satish 67 6BoT6TOT T 6L S LOMEDT 6L GmemL, 2015 GlgLiL Ly

Dhawan Space Centre, Andhra Pradesh) using the PSLV-C30, 28 gyetrm) LB NCaTLLTeNed (hba (F&6in &eumest

and studies X-ray and ultraviolet sources including gamma-ray ¢ esrGleuerf) snLowiLb, T NFCs&D) PSLV-C30

burst afterglows. eL6VLD @)6VCTTeUTEy JeULILILL &); 618:600-& &[T, LM
DETGIT PLPEVIRIGEDETILD SHTOM-SHT GleulgLiL] 6TES
@eflemwiud gy le] CFlSme|.

PROMINENT PERSONALITIES | (p& &)W 4,(6THEDILD & 61T

11. Former ISRO Chairman S. Somanath Appointed to the Central Board of the Reserve Bank of India
(w.e.f. 20 August 2026)

fleyeu eumiSluilest &S W Qw18 GBI (& (WLe6v (pesTesTsiT @G &em6ev6ulf eTeny. GFMLOBHITES
HIWILD6EBTID (2026 QY8611 20 (LPSH6L)

The Government of India appointed Somanath Sreedhara Panicker (S. Somanath), former Chairman of the Indian
Space Research Organisation, as a part-time, non-official Director on the Central Board of the Reserve Bank of India
for four years with effect from 20 August 2026. Industrialist Anand Gopal Mahindra was re-appointed to the Board for a
further four-year term from the same date.

@mb&w aflesorCleustl L mIFH HMmIaUesTSH S 6T (PEITETTTET Seneveu CEFMDBNES LIHST Liessfl&aIT (eT61v.
CammBTs) SieUTsHene6rT, 2026 U&6VL 20 (PSH6V HT6dTET6T (Hh & (ETHE &, fFT6u sumkigluest &HSw
QuwsEBT & Welsv LGS GBIy, SFs ENFT QUWISEHITS QHH W TeH Bl SHS5E!. CSTlev LT
,60TH S GCammumey wamlbHFT 26s Hrerfled) (Hbg GCLoeVID HTesTs mesoT (h & (6TH& (8, LB6oT(HLD

Hlwblges L.

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gsj6 (p&&Hlws (MLl g6 (Easy)

 S. Somanath was ISRO Chairman from January 2022 and retired in January 2025; ISRO missions in his tenure included
Chandrayaan-3 (2023) and Aditya-L1 (2023).

» The Central Board of Directors of the RBI is the bank’s main governing body, appointed by the Central Government
under the RBI Act, 1934, for a four-year term.



» The Board comprises the Governor, up to four Deputy Governors, four Directors nominated from the Local Boards, ten
Directors nominated by the Government and two Government officials.

» The RBI was established on 1 April 1935 on the recommendations of the Hilton Young Commission (Royal
Commission on Indian Currency and Finance) and was nationalised in 1949.

» The RBI's central office was moved from Kolkata to Mumbai in 1937; it has four Local Boards (Mumbai, Kolkata,
Chennai, New Delhi).

« 6T610. GFMLOBITE, 2022 evraulifl (PW&H6L @6VCTT HemeveurTa: @)\ (Kbl 2025 2evreufluilev gule|6lILMMIT;
S6uTs LSS BTeVsH60 FhSHFwImest-3 (2023), Q,H1HWIm-L1 (2023) Liessils6T memL6lLimmenT.

« flgFeu suridlufett LSS W @IS (GBI (S SIS65T (PSH6oTenL HFeuTs SiemloliL); 1934 flefeu eumkifH e
FLLBH6IT S S EW S TFT6V [BIT6dTaT6voT(h & STV SN (& HIWLS&ESLILIHE MG

* @)5(8)(6116V U, (STHIBIT, [HITEDT (S &|6M6TIT U, (ETHHIEHET 66D, ULLITTE (&S 86160(HH&| HT6T(S,
QWS EBIS6T, STFTsL LflihglenTssLuhib Uss @S EBIS6T, @6t SiTs S &miflser
@LbeumIeuT.

* flFjeu eurmids) 1935 eJLIF6V 1 960TM)| OUNHIEVL6BT WIThI Y 6mr658TWISHH)60T (Q)THS) W [HIT6TITIID LoMHMILD B
GBS ATFn6 Y emesoTwd) LIl ey 2 (HeumssLLLLg|; 1949-@)60 CaHAWLWLDTESLILILLE).

* fl&FFeu eumISIuI6sT LW SieVI616VE D 1937-@)60 Cl&ETV&ESS TN (HHS! (PLDEMLIS (S, LDTHMLUILILLS;
ClF6iTen68T 2_6TLIL [HIT6OT(S 6ULLITTE (8)(LD8E6T 2_6T6TeT.

Static GK Connect

RBI & Tamil Nadu: C. Rangarajan (RBI Governor, 1992-97) flEyeu eumSIL LD SLPHT(HIWD: &). FrisFTegest (1992
and Duvvuri Subbarao’s successor Raghuram Rajan were 97 fl&jeu eumid) S EHB]) FTSH(HSSHS SHTeV
among key reform-era Governors; Chennai hosts one of the S(EBBTSH6IN6L (LpSHwLomesTeu. flafeu eumidluieor

RBI's four Local Boards, and the College of Agricultural
Banking and RBI regional office network serve the southern
States.

IBIT6OT(S) GULLITIS (& (LD&861T16V ¢p65Tm)| G FetTementudlsv
SIEMLOIHSI6TTETG|; G1&H 60T LDITIH 6V IS (6THES (& If&FITeu
6UMIESUIN 6T LOGTITL 6V {6)[61I6V8 6LEMEVINLOLIL| GFen6u
SUPMEIGHDS!.

IMPORTANT DAYS | (p&&Iw [BITL&6IT

12. World Mosquito Day Observed on 20 August 2026

2026 94,561VL 20 Si65TM] 2 6V&:8 Cl&TE: H6vTID HemLLILTligLiL]

World Mosquito Day is observed every year on 20 August to commemorate the discovery by Sir Ronald Ross in 1897
that female Anopheles mosquitoes transmit the malaria parasite between humans. The day highlights continuing efforts to
eliminate malaria, dengue, chikungunya and other vector-borne diseases.

1897-@\6v &Ij GIFm6BTITEVL IFITeTy, ClLI6TIT By6vTMo0l 6061 Q& MTE 86T LesflgTseflenLGw Gsoflwim

L (hevorsssflen it LIFLIL&6TMEDT 6T60T8 &630TL M HSHE0S HlemesteFaly, 65T (HCHTMILD Y,86M0L 20 i6tTM)
2 088 Clame: Slerb senLUNy&EslL[HSD&I. LT, ClLmiE, &&GsmEeslwm 2 srefllL Glsms:
Ll ChTISemsT &G (PULMHESHeneT @ BB 6uedlunISSHIS DS
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» Ronald Ross made the discovery on 20 August 1897 in Secunderabad (present-day Telangana, India).
* His findings were published in the British Medical Journal on 18 December 1897.

* In 1902 Ross received the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine, becoming the first British Nobel laureate and the
first Nobel laureate born outside Europe (born in Almora, India).

» Malaria is caused by Plasmodium parasites; P. falciparum is the deadliest species.

* India’s National Framework for Malaria Elimination (2016-2030) targets a malaria-free India by 2030; the World
Health Organization’s World Malaria Day falls on 25 April.

* QrmesTTeLL 6Ny @& & 6v0T(HLI g LIemLI 1897 4,861V 20 68T Q& SHHHFTLTSH 6L (@ 6sTenmw
CyeomismeeTT, @B IWIT) CIFWSTT.



* 46UrG| Hevor(HLNgLiL|&6T 1897 &L 18 6tTm| LNFIL 1969 GLDIg8E60 2 FeuTedlev GleuefluglLLiLIL L 6oT.

* 1902-@)\6L TT6NUE (8 2L 6O 6V/Lo(H 5 G I6us S M & mest GrhmLIew LIfl&g: ulpmislULLG); (PS5 LNIflL g6
Gmrrusv ufla Glummeurs; soGrmliumey s @ GleusflGw (@ mb&Hlwmellest evGmrmailev) KNMBHS (P&Hev CHTLIEY
ufla Qumbmeur.

« LGsVFlw NermevGLomgwILD 6oL (hevoTensflg6mTev FMHLI(HISIMG; P. falciparum &8 Gl&migl @)esrid.

- @bSHlwmaler Ca&Flw wGsufluim LIl &L LenLLIL] (2016-2030) 2030-8 56T LEsVFlWIT @e6vevrs,

@S Wrenel @evssTHS 6l&TesT(H6Temgl; 2 608 &HETSHTT SenLiNer 2 6v8 Geuflwim HlesTid eLirsy
25 9,5 Lb.
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Ronald Ross & Tamil Nadu link: Ross began his malaria QymesTmeLL rmenueLd SLOPHT(HID: @HEW Lo(HSHSI6L
research in India as an Indian Medical Service officer and uewsfl sy smiflwime @bhHlwmalsy wCeorflwm

worked in Madras Presidency; the King Institute of Preventive S IeneUs QBTLRIE W Fmen, ClgeTen ot

Medicine, Guindy, Chennai (est. 1899) remains one of India’s LT&TEsTSHSH eI LisssNwmbmlesTiy. Q& etTen6st

oldest institutions for vaccine and communicable-disease BHetoripUT6L 2 6T ki HHILIL HS S HmIeesTd
research.

(1899) @b\ wimeilest LILpemLoWITesT &(hILILLE] LomMILD
QammMICHT o TTlFS HmaU6sTHISET 6 ResTM).
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