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1. India Chairs BRICS Youth Ministers’ Meeting at Visakhapatnam (22 August 2026)
aensLuLligers$lev BRICS @l6n161(6h ] 6OEFTHET Fal LSHHM (S QbSHIWIT Hemevemio
(s,m60L 22, 2026)

Under India’s BRICS Chairship 2026, the Department of Youth Affairs hosted the BRICS Youth Ministers’
Meeting at Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh, on 22 August 2026. Union Minister Dr Mansukh Mandaviya
chaired the meeting, which adopted a Joint Statement and launched the ‘Friends of MY Bharat’ digital
initiative.

@nslwmeailest BRICS semsvenioll QlUmmiLiL) 2026-@)6iT &1, @)emem(shT 696usT TS SlemM &6V 22, 2026
SieTm| Y HSITU NFCsHED eNgmsLiLligeTsslev BRICS @606 (Eh SI6MDEFTEHET Fal LHens HLHSI WG
WHSHW HeOFF] LTELIT LD65TEE LOMEBsTLONWIT H606060L0 US SSTT; Fal (h) SMI&Hens FHLILL(H
‘5oLN O\ FETOTL61 Y colt MY LTS’ 6Ten)LD L9 gl L6V (WM& C\STLMISLILLLS).

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gaie| (waHlws Gmlliser (Easy)

e Ministers and Heads of Delegation from all BRICS member countries took part; MoS Raksha Khadse also
participated.

* ‘Friends of MY Bharat’ connects Indian-origin youth abroad with nation-building, volunteering and youth
programmes in India.

¢ |t followed the BRICS Youth Council Meeting and BRICS Youth Summit held at Gandhinagar, Gujarat, on
19-20 August 2026.

¢ India’s BRICS Chairship 2026 theme: ‘Building for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability’.

e Agenda covered education, skill development, entrepreneurship, youth welfare and sustainable
development.

» SiemeTs g BRICS 2 mLiL] B(hi&erflesr Sien&g 6T wmmID ST E (LS SHeDVeUTEH6T LimkiGammenT;
@6 TWEDEFFT [TFaNT SHLEF6LD &H6VIHGI6\&TEToTLITT.

* ‘5ol9G\TeBOTL 610 Y oolt MY LTS — GleusflBm(haseflsv 2 eTer @ bW eubagmeusr] @ eneT(EhTaHenerT HT(H
SLL6EMDLIL, &H60TEsTTToULI Lisusfl LoMMILD @)6M6IT(EhIT &)L Mhi&ETHL 65T @)6m6TTE:SIM ).

s Q&6 19-20, 2026-@\6v (BTTSH &MHSHIHSIF6L BLBSH BRICS @6m6Im(ehif O6TME Fal LLD LOMM|LD
@ eneT(Ehy 2 &8 LIHILEMLE OSTLIHE @& HenLCIUMME).

» @m&Hlwmeilsst BRICS gemevenioll GlummiLiL] 2026 &mLUCILIM(HsIT: ‘LB6THIM6tT, LSSTSHED, R&585I6MLPLIL
LMHMILD [H6M6VE S 6TTENLOSHSTEST &L 6MLOLILY .

* &6v6all, Hlmett CoUIT(H), CIHTLHEV(LPEDETEY, @EMET(SHIT HEVEST LOMMILD HEMEVWITET EU6TTESF] Sy &lWwenew
Bl&Lp&d Hlredlsy @ L IbEILIHMeDT.

Static GK Connect

* BRICS was formed as BRIC in 2006 (first summit * BRICS — 2006-@)6V BRIC &4,58 G TLmISIWIH]| ((LpSH6v
2009, Yekaterinburg); South Africa joined in 2010 o &) BT 2009, QwaTelLfleTurs); 2010-Gl6v
making it BRICS. QzetertmULNfl&E ST @enestrhgl BRICS y6ms).

« The New Development Bank (NDB), set up by BRICS * YW euemj&dl surighl (NDB) — BRICS-au,60 2014-@)6v
in 2014, is headquartered in Shanghai, China. BIDICULILILLG); H6D6VEDLOWISHID: QAMTBISTI, F6vrT.

* YHSHTU NTCHFD — HM6VBHET: HLDFTUS);



* Andhra Pradesh — capital Amaravati; eNFmsUULLg6sTD i&60T LBl&LIGILFW BSTLD; &lpsEs
Visakhapatnam is its largest city and hosts the Eastern =~ &LMHUHLE SE06V6MOWISBLD QIEI(E 2 6T6TG).
Naval Command.

2. Madras Day 2026 — Chennai Marks 387 Years Since Its Founding (22 August 2026)

G ymeny HlevTid 2026 — ClF65TEM6TT [HEHIT 2 (H6UMESH S S 60T 387-615] U,600T(H (L &6V 22,
2026)

Madras Day is observed every year on 22 August, and in 2026 it marked the 387th anniversary of the
founding of Madras in 1639. The day commemorates the land grant through which the English East India
Company acquired Madraspatnam from local rulers, around which Fort St. George and the city later grew.
GlwLimen &leoTld Sy68sT(HCHTMILD Y HOVL 22 6T Sl LINg&sLILHSE S 2026-@6v @& 1639-G)6v
GlLimeny 2 (Heumest 387-6ug| y680T(H Hlemmeneus GMISSHS!. o mSGsuw &lp&sslhews swlLest

2 6iTe6THIT LD6BTEOT TS 6TILLO) (HH& Gl FmevLLigesTehensg Ll Clumm Hlevs6lsmenLeni @\ bbTsT

blemeste  FafHma; SHem&HEF &DHMIGW ClFufleTl omyed CHTLenL|LD HESF(LPLD 6L6ITITIHE60T.

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gsie| (p&&Hlws Gmlliser (Easy)

* The 1639 land grant let the East India Company acquire land at Madraspatnam; Fort St. George followed
soon after.

¢ Madras Day was first celebrated in 2004 and now runs as a week-long heritage, culture and history
festival.

* Madras State was renamed Tamil Nadu on 14 January 1969.

* Madras city was officially renamed Chennai on 17 July 1996.

* Fort St. George today houses the Tamil Nadu Secretariat and the Legislative Assembly complex.

* 1639 Hleus6lsmenL epeuld ELP&SIHEWE sW6ILIesT GlLrmevuLligetsslsv Hlevb Glummal; eNenralsy
QlFuilestl gomyeh GamienL sTPLILILILILLG).

* QL ymsi &lestid 2004-@)6V (P&H6DT(LPSHE0160 Gl&meBsTLTLLILILLS|; SMHEUTE| 6(h 6UMT &Tev LMFbuflw,
uessoTUmL () eNpmeurs BenLClumi&ms).

* QL ymen wrbHlevid eoesteuifl 14, 1969 oy6ttm) SLOPBT(H ereoTLl GlLWf WMHMUILLLG].

* QLymen B&TLD gOem6v 17, 1996 Si65TM| HHSHSTTLILLTEULTE Gl&F6sTenesT sresTLl ClLwf MMMLUILILLEI.

» QEwiletl gy GamrienLuilev HHCUTE SOPHT([H Hemevenod GClFWwev&s LD FLLLIGLITm6. eU6TTE (LD
O{6DILDIH G| 6ITEIT6DT.

Static GK Connect

* Chennai is the capital of Tamil Nadu and the fourth- * G\F6tTEn 6T — SHLOIDIBTLLY6IT H6M6EVHESITLD;

largest city of India; it lies on the Coromandel Coast. @nb&lwmelle mresTasmeug| GlUflw masTLD;

« Fort St. George (1644) was the first English fortress CaMLO63TL 6V HLMEEDTUNEV DIEDLDIHSI6TETS).

in India; its museum is maintained by the ASI. * ClFuflerTl el GamienL (1644) — @bdHuwimaiiey

« Tamil Nadu was formed as Madras State in 1950 and = 2BEICWHlET WS6L CHTLEML; Sig6dT
SI(HAsSTLAWSD ASI-g60 LFTfl&EslubhlEns.
* SIPHM(H — 1950-@)60 GILFT6N OTH6VLTES

2 _(HEUM6OTS; &). 6T6IT. SI6TOTETOTTS 6D SHT6VEH60
soeoteuifl 14, 1969 y6otm) GQlLiwiy mmMUILLLE).

renamed on 14 January 1969 under C. N. Annadurai.

3. MeitY Notifies Rs. 62,500 Crore Mobile Phone Manufacturing Scheme (MPMS) (22
August 2026)

em. 62,500 Gamy emasGLE] 2 HuSHS S LHens (MPMS) MeitY 9imelss58] (Q,s60L 22,
2026)




The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology notified the Mobile Phone Manufacturing Scheme
(MPMS) with an outlay of Rs. 62,500 crore, to raise global competitiveness, deepen Domestic Value
Addition and strengthen handset manufacturing in India. The scheme runs for five years, from FY 2026-27
to FY 2030-31.

2 sussmmallw CUTLIg&HSHMenetT 2 WFS &6, 2 6THTL(H WHILLES FalLeney (DVA) L oLiLihls s,
@nslwmeailey ensGudl 2 HuSSlenw eusyLiLi(hiSHSew, eh. 62,500 Camiy HiF) &I6SL (HL6T Falgwl
050U 2 HUSHS SILLSHeng (MPMS) LilesTastarn el uish HMILD &&6U60 CISTLE6VMILLI SEDDEFFEHLD
M eS8 @55 LD 2026-27 (1p560 2030-31 HSHlwimessr(h) uen T BHGI 600T(H&ET HEmL(Lpenmuiley
@& L.

KEY EXAM POINTS | Ca ey (psHlws: Gmlliyser (Easy)

* Two target segments: TS1 incentivises mobile phone manufacturing at 2.25% to 5%; TS2 supports Indian
brands at 5%.

e TS2 carries an additional 3% incentive for Indian design and R&D; an added incentive of up to 1.5% is
linked to domestic sourcing of key components.

e Companies, including electronics contract manufacturers, with FY26 turnover of Rs. 10,000 crore are
eligible.

e Aim: technological sovereignty for Indian brands, greater captured economic value, Indian patents and
employment.

* MPMS succeeds the earlier Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for large-scale electronics
manufacturing.

s @ @ev&E LU NfleyssT: TS1 — ensCud) 2 HUSSHEE 2.25% (P60 5% 6UenT 2168556185 Tens; TS2 —
@bH WL LNTTest(H&(EHE(E) 5%.

s @B W eulgalenLOLIL] LOMMID oY TTEFH-Cburl(HsE TS2-@)6v sa(hgeums 3%; (PeHSIWLI LIMTEHI&Sen6T
2 6THML 1960 ClUMIUSM (& 1.5% eueni Fa(h&H6L 261855 SH61S5 TN .

* 2025-26 MHiHlwmesorigsv eh. 10,000 Gasmig eNmmILpsH60 ClamessTL HlMIeUesTHRISET (LS)6tTesTer)| §RLILIHS
2 MUSHWTETFH6T 2 L LIL) & @& GlLm|HlesTment.

» GrTeHsD: @bHWL LNFTesor(h s EhsE C1STPVHILL @enmWITestTento, HH& GILIMHETTSTY &L,
@nb&HWs sriLflenlssT mmID CeusmeveumuiliL.

» QuIflu gemaflevmesT Lil6aTEsTETD)| 2 MLIGSHESTETT (PHMSW 2 HLISSH @lenesTliL| 218588 S LSHSH M @& (PLI)
SIHS555TH MPMS 6u(HEIMG).

Static GK Connect

* India is the world’s second-largest mobile phone o F6urmeY8(& H(HSHSUIGWITE 2 60E)60T @) T6UoTL LS|
manufacturer after China. Culw e0&sCud 2 Hughlwmery @mb&wi.

* MeitY also runs the India Semiconductor Mission, * MeitY — @BalW Gmn&EsLESS @uissLD, IndiaAl
IndiaAl Mission and the Digital India programme. Qs s HMID 1928160 @BEHWIT SILLBIGED6TULD
* The PLI scheme was first announced in 2020 and BLESIHDS.

* PLI SILL1D 2020-@)6V (P&65T(PN&H 60160
SiMleN&slULLg); SHEUTE| 14 HlenmaenerT
2 6T6ML &S WL6TETE].

now covers 14 sectors.

4. Fifth-Century Sangam-Era Hero Stone Unearthed at Malayadipatti, Tenkasi
(reported 22 August 2026)

CzetTa M WemevWigLILILIguflév 5-41b HITMHMTEssT(h) FrIS STV H(H &6V &H6voTeIL (HILIL] (4,561
22, 2026 9jesTm| SMladlLiL])

The Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology reported the discovery of a fifth-century hero stone
inscription of the Sangam period at Malayadipatti village near Karivalamvanthanallur in Tenkasi district.



The stone was found inside a stepped brick well that had been in use during the Sangam period and later
filled in.

Oz 6sTaTE WML LLD &IfleUsVLDEUHSBHEVEVITT B (HEE 2 6T6T em6eVWIgLILIL Ly SIFTLDSH6, FHhIG SHT6VENSHE
C&HS 5-4b BITMMTessT(h) H(H1&H6L &HevGleul(h &esoT(HNigSHHLILLLETS SLPHT(H SiTs: 61&mevedlwev
Hleom M NSSHG|. Fhs HTeVSHSH6V LILIGTUTL 1960 @\(HH&! LNetTesty HIFLILILILLL, LIig&sL (H&6T Cl&mesorL
ClEmIgev &Hl6TTM M| (56T @)&H &6V HleLSHS.

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gsie| (p&Hlws @mlliLser (Medium)

e The hero stone is 1 metre long and 0.30 metre wide and carries four lines of inscription.
e |ts script represents a transitional stage from Tamil-Brahmi to Vattezhuthu.

* The inscription names Karukkan, Sulagan, Nannang and Kodiyan, and commemorates Nannang Kodiyan,
son of Karukkan Sulagan.

Like other Sangam and post-Sangam hero stones, it carries no warrior figure — a feature also seen at

Pulimankombai, Aappanur and Mallikapuram.

» Excavations at Malayadipatti also yielded artefacts on Sangam-era life, occupations and trade.

 BHl&6L 1 LT Bempd 0.30 BLLT Si&60(pLD C\&TestTLG; BT6oT() 6uifle: &H6v6leuUL (h 2_6iT6ma).

* 9I560T 615G SOD-LNTTSIUNEN (HHSI 6UL 6L (05 SI8E LTMID @OLHlEneVs &HLL&HnSHE STL(HE DS

* &6V0IEUL 196V & (HE:SHEIT, (F6TT&H60T, [HEOT6TAI, C1&MIgUIET &I CILILITSHET 2_6IT6IT60T; &(THE860T (G561 60f165T
LD& 60T [HESTEOTIR! GI&TIgWLIEn6TT @& HlemetTeyFafslms|.

s M FMIs, SIS W(HIW &Tev BhHismHaseneTL CLTeuGet @&leVIb eSFT 2 (HeuL @)sueney —
LeOIomesTOl&Mbemn L, Sy L IR, 6VeSl&TLTLD Y HW @)L miseflsyb @68 emioliL smesTliL(hHl& DS

* LDEMEVIIGLILIL LY SISBLPTUIENNE) FMhIS STV LDE&EEI6T 6UMLP&H0S, CIHTLHI6L, eusstilsd &M 55

Q& meLGILIM(H L& (6THLD &)6BIL5860T.

Static GK Connect

* Hero stones (nadukal) commemorate warriors who * BhEsma6T — Cumiflev @Mmbs edFFseneT

died in battle and are among the earliest Tamil 1hl6®6uT6L| For (IHLD &DEEIT; SHLOIPIEET QY TLOLISTEV

memorial inscriptions. Bleneste s &606l6UL (H&(ETHET ¢R65TMI.

» Other major TN excavation sites: Keeladi * BOWDBTLIGET LM PSS SSLMTUIEYS SH6ThISGET:

(Sivagangai), Adichanallur (Thoothukudi), Sivagalai, By (Flousmiens), oS FFHONITT (STSHSI5G\e),

Kodumanal and Porunthal. Fleusener, Cl&M(hW0emTeY, ClLIMBHS6D.

* Vattezhuthu was a script used in the Tamil country * QULOIL W5 — &.L19. 6-g41d BTHOTETIT(H (pg6v

and Kerala from about the 6th century CE. g,LﬂL?pasg;@gmb CayemsHgit LeTLRSHILILL
TL5S! (P6RD.

5. Union Cabinet Approves Ladakh Bench of the J&K and Ladakh High Court (Cabinet
decision of 20 August 2026)

LD (P-SMaHLEIT LMHMILD 6vL e 2 Wiy IEHID6TME 63T VLITE D68 (&) &SI
DD EFT6m6U RLILISH6V (31,5610 20, 2026 S|60IDFFTeM6U (LPLg6)|)

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved the sitting of a bench of the High
Court of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh in the Union Territory of Ladakh. Announced by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, the decision gives the High Court a third place of sitting after Srinagar and Jammu.

Nyswy BErHET CLomy &eneVenLoUNEVTSIT DS SEMLDEFFTEn6L, ILD(LP-STELLET LDMHMILD 6VLTE 2 Wiy
BHDETMSH ST BLDT6 VLTS Wiesilwiest NFCsHEsHSH60 SeneuSME) @RLILISD S6flESHS]. S

2 656NN HOWEFFT S axlr MeilsHs Qb pyelestiiy, LTHHST MHMID WS EL NmE 2 wiy
BH6TDSHD (S ePeTDTeS) 06| GILID HenLSHEMS.



KEY EXAM POINTS | Gsiiey ps&Hlws Gmllyser (Easy)

* The High Court of J&K and Ladakh is the common High Court for both Union Territories; the Ladakh bench
is its third seat.

e The decision does NOT create a separate High Court for Ladakh — it only adds a place of sitting.

e Litigants from Leh and Kargil will no longer need to travel to Jammu or Srinagar for hearings.

e Expected to reduce pendency and improve case disposal in a high-altitude UT with scattered settlements.

e Ladakh became a Union Territory without a legislature on 31 October 2019.

* DID(WP-STOHLBT LHMILD VLTS 2 Wif HHI6TMD — @)\ Wieslwiest LNTCa&mIs Emhe & LomeT GILITg| 2 wiiy
IBEIDESTMLD; 6VLITE BLDT6Y 60T CLPETMITEUS| @)L LD.

s QD96 VLTS G ES S6tfl 2 Wi BHI6TMEHMmS 2 (HeUTsHEHaN606m60 — I e @)L &Hems L (HGLW
Crrssima.

+ Gev LOMMILD HMFTEIEL LDESET QI EFTTEN6TITE (6THES (&) VLD VLS| LTHBHEST ClgFevey Geustorigw CHeneu @)6ufl
@ (&SI

» flpmlw GLuI[mHLL 86T Cl&mesoTL 2 WiFLmest Wleoflwest NFCsHasS56v hlevienel aULDSE&EN6TE (&MMES,
6ULPE () (LPleemer CoLI(HSHSID eTesT eTHFUMTESSLILIHSIMS)!.

e 60L& — &GLTLy 31, 2019 »j6tm) FLLLDETMHWMM Wiesilwiest LNFEHFLmesTS).

Static GK Connect

* Article 214 provides a High Court for each State; * 9ifley 214 — ¢e6uGleum(H LTHIVSSHM(GLD 61 2 Wiy
Article 231 allows a common High Court for two or B&lwestmid; L9fley 231 — @ revor(h) S16V6VEI SSM (S
more States/UTs. GmuL L rhlevmiserT/wesflwest LNrGs & misEmhs )Ll
» The President may, under Article 214-231 read with QMg 2 W BHIDETHLD HENLDES IS SEDS).
the High Courts Act, notify additional benches of a * 2 Wi BHETDREISET FLLSSIL60T CFTHSIL

High Court. Ug&sLiUbIb Nifle] 214-231-@letT &1p, 2wy

« India’s oldest High Courts are Calcutta, Bombay and ﬁﬁmm,r_r)g,,@m &a@g,eu DTS EDETE BlpWLITsiS
Madras, all established in 1862. HEM6VELT SiBl6S&EeTLD.
* @S 6dT LILPeHLOWITET 2 WY [H&HLO6STIDAISH6T —
HEV&BSHSIT, LDUT, QOLFTeN; epesrm(d 1862-@)6v
BlmieulILILL6m6L.

23 AUGUST 2026 | oy s60l 23, 2026

6. National Space Day 2026 Observed — 23 August
GCsFlw alevorGleusifl Hleorid 2026 — &6/ 23

India observed National Space Day on 23 August 2026, commemorating the soft landing of the
Chandrayaan-3 mission’s Vikram lander in the Moon’s south polar region in 2023. The 2026 theme is
‘Towards Viksit Bharat — Innovating, Collaborating and Aspiring Global Space Leadership’.

2023-@)6v FHS TWTeT-3 Sl LGS eI HenFullmmish Hlevellssr C1&etT &I(HeULl LGS u6v
CleTTERLWITSS SHenTUIMRISWLens HlenesTo Fa(HLD UMSBUT6V, Q&L 23, 2026 etTm| @HHWm Caelw
ellesorCleue) HleTeHemSHS HenLL1NgsHS58]. 2026 &HLUCILT(HET: ‘ellFafd UMTTHSMS CHTES — LSSTEHSLD,
@5 5160LIL| LDMHMILD 2 6v&6TTallwl 69635T6l6U6IN & &H6MmEVEMLDESTETT LINEVTEnaR .

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gsie] (w&Hlws Gmlliser (Easy)

* In 2023 India became the fourth country to soft-land on the Moon and the FIRST to land in the lunar
south-polar region.

* The Government of India declared 23 August as National Space Day to mark the achievement and
encourage STEM interest.

* The Chandrayaan-3 landing site was named ‘Shiv Shakti Point’.

* The day also highlights India’s upcoming missions, including Gaganyaan and Chandrayaan-4.



* Chandrayaan-3 carried the Vikram lander and the Pragyan rover.

* 2023-@)6L [HlevalleL CleTHMTUNMESLD ClEFILS HTESTHTEUS| BITLTEHLD, Hlevellest Cl&6sT &|(HeULl
LGS WI6L SenTuimmiSlw (PSev BITLTSHED @\HEHIWIT 46075

s @ EFFTHDETENWS (GME&EH6|D, STEM gienmuiev o TeUsHens 26ams 8 a8 &6 &6l 23-20 CaHalw
elesorGl6u6Ill SlevToms @ MBS STe NN SHSHSI.

 FH&HTWmest-3 SenTuilpr&Slw @LEHSME, ‘Fleugsd) Lismerl’ ereotil GQlUwflLLILLLG).

* HHETWITET, FHATWIMedT-4 2 6erflL @bl wmedlest surel (e @D S LRISen6TWLD @\HHBT6T
(etresilemeviL(H &SI MG

» Fh&HTwmesr-3 — eN&rb HenFulprid LHMID LNFE&WTeT 2enFHlenwd &lobhg ClFeTm).

Static GK Connect

* ISRO was established in 1969; its headquarters is at * ISRO — 1969-@\6v BImIeULILILL &I; H606V6DLOWISHLD

Bengaluru and its chairman is also Secretary, Cluraisseeth(m; Hemevelly alesorGleuerls glemmuilesr
Department of Space. O\ FWELTETTTE6 LD @) (HLILITY.

» Chandrayaan-3 was launched on 14 July 2023 by * EHSITWITET-3 — ex®emev 14, 2023 60T
LVM3-M4 from Satish Dhawan Space Centre, ubamNGasriLr 586 Heumest alevsroleuer]
Sriharikota (Andhra Pradesh). W HS60| (b LVM3-M4 epeuld eeuliLLLg).

» @ndHlwmalsr afletor6leusilg Seromest
e fICamiLT — SLODBT(H) TEVEN6EVE (&) H(ThHEH 6V
UBETE HLMHSHEOTUIN6L 2 6T6Tg).

e Sriharikota, India’s spaceport, lies on the Andhra
Pradesh coast close to the Tamil Nadu border.

7. Kaziah Liz Mejo of Kerala Crowned Miss Universe India 2026 at Jaipur (23 August
2026)

QgL flev e ujesfleureiv @mbHlwim 2026 LILLSems GleussTm CayemgSlest &enSlwim 6961V
QG (g &6l 23, 2026)

Kaziah Liz Mejo, a 19-year-old law student from Kerala, won the Miss Universe India 2026 title at the
pageant finale held in Jaipur, Rajasthan, on 23 August 2026. She competed against 52 other contestants
and became the first woman from Kerala to win the national title.

Carengemnsd Caimhs 19 euwg) FLL wrsssrall sedlwim edlev GG, oygervl 23, 2026 Si66TM)| TTER6VS 65T
CleawiliLyiflev memLGlLmHM @mISI CumliguNev s wissfleureiv @mb&Hwm 2026 LLLSHenS GleuesTmm. 52
Gurligwimeryaener 61 FolasmesoTL f6ulf, @UILILLSmS GleueLeVID CaTereS6iT (P&H6V GLIGTIT 60T .

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gsijey (psHws @miiyssr (Easy)

* The pageant was organised by the Glamanand Group; former Miss Universe Sushmita Sen led the jury
panel.

* Vaishnavi Ganesh of Tamil Nadu was 1st runner-up and Anushri Satavlekar of Gujarat 2nd runner-up.

e Kaziah was born in the UAE to parents from Mavelikkara, Alappuzha district, Kerala, and studies law in
Bengaluru.

* She will represent India at the 75th Miss Universe pageant in Puerto Rico in November 2026.

* The previous titleholder was Manika Vishwakarma of Rajasthan.

« @UGUITLIgemnWI Sl6TTDETHE (8 (LD HLSSHWIG); (PesTeatTei Lileny wissfleufeiy sreublgm Clgest Hbhleur
&Y (HS SHEMEVERILD SHThIL6TTIT.

s HUOIPBTLEDLE CFIHS 6m616%6TITEN HC6TTORN (LPSH6V @QILSHMS 3 (HSS Hlemevulan|bd, & Tme 6o
Sisn)|6if FLeUGCEST @ TesorLiTLd Hlemsvuilev|d @)L LbLGig8S60TI.

» &NWIT W&E W T SBTssHH 60 LNDHseUT; GILMCOTF CaIemT Sy euLIL|LOIm LTl LLD
TCeueS&EHmTenEF CoIHSHUTEH6T; ClLIMISEHFleL FLLLD LuNsvu&SImmy.

* HeULDLIT 2026-@\6v LGeuFLCLT fl&Gasmalley memL6lumib 75-6ug) lerv wissfleursny Guimliguilev
@nbsHlwreneult NFHbH S gIellLHSSIeUT].

s (PHEOSW LLLLD GleussTmeurf Treengmenests C&ibHe Wel&m alexeussITLom.



Static GK Connect

* Sushmita Sen was the first Indian to win Miss * W61 wyesfleuryeiu LILLLD GleuedTm (P&Hev @ bWy
Universe (1994); Lara Dutta (2000) and Harnaaz geipLOIBT Clgett (1994); (Sl eomrm BT (2000),
Sandhu (2021) followed. amFBIeN Fhgl (2021).

« Rajasthan — capital Jaipur, the ‘Pink City’, is a * TTER6VSTET — SHeMevbaT ClIRUILILLT, ‘@ 6TEheleuliLy
UNESCO World Heritage City (inscribed 2019). B&TL’; 2019-@)60 WGlesTenCesT 2 6v8L1 LIMFLoLIflw

* Kerala’s Alappuzha is known as the ‘Venice of the B&ILTE M eNSSILILLG).

* CaITemg 60T Y EVLILILPT — & WI6VS(ETHESH TS LD Crh(H
Garlenu UL (&L CUTLIg&&Ta6 D ‘&Lp& e
Gleuesfleny’ ereoTLILI(HIS &I

East’ for its backwaters and the Nehru Trophy Boat
Race.

8. Tamil Nadu Drops Parandur Airport Project; Terminal 5 Announced at Chennai (23
August 2026)

UTHSITT e9mest Hlemevwis SILLLD ensallLLiLLLg); ClgestemssTuilev GlLLSl6sT6L 5 BINle9NLiIL]
(s,m60L 23, 2026)

Making a statement in the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly, Chief Minister Joseph Vijay announced that the
proposed greenfield airport at Parandur would be dropped and alternative sites identified for Chennai’s
second airport. In the meantime, a new Terminal 5 will be developed at the existing Chennai airport at
Meenambakkam.

SIHT(H FLLUCUTmeUUNEL SMI&Hens Gleusf UL (paevemw&s GomeLl aNgul, LFbHETFev
SlLLblLiulL y&hlw eflmet hlenevwid engellLLiL(hb ereste]b, ClFstTemesTulest @)\FesoTLmeug) e\ mest
HlemevSSHM &) LMHM| @LmIS6T seseTLMWLILI(ID sTeste|bd HMeNSSTT. @smaElenLuilev,
BesTbLTSESSSH6v 2 6T SHCLITEnSW ClF6tTenet elmeT hlensvwsHHlev LSl GlLFLbleorev 5

2 (HeUM&SLILI(HILD.

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gaijey psHlws GmluLsst (Medium)

e Parandur was dropped mainly because of its impact on farmland and human settlements; a few
alternative sites have been identified after expert consultation.

e Terminal 5 will be built with the Airports Authority of India, along with a new approach road and a flyover
on the north-western side.

e Chennai airport currently handles about 30 million passengers a year.

* Capacity is expected to rise to 35 million after Terminal 3 and to 55 million after Terminal 5 (which adds
about 20 million).

* DMK members staged a walkout from the Assembly in protest against the decision.

+ afleugmwl Blevid LMHMILD &E&ET &)U (HLIL&6T g merT LTSILICL UFHSTT ensellLLILL (P&H&HIWS
SITT6OTLD; BIL|6TOT U GeVTEFem6nTa: (LI LM (& &Flev MMM @)L MIS6T &evorLmMIWILILIL (H6T6IT6oT.

* @S W eNmeT Hlen6VIL Lem6TTILISSIL 65T @emetThg ClLFLleTev 5 sLLLLHID; euLGLmEGL LG uiley
LS S650)((HF FTen6v|D GLODLITEV(LPLD H6BLDWLD.

* GClFstTenest eMlomesT Hlemevwid SHELITE 68T(H &G &M 3 G&HIMiy LWL 156m6TE 608 WITETSIMS!.

* QLiLblestev 3-8 &L LNM (&) 3.5 Camgwimseyb, GlILFblestsv 5-&@L LNM(&, (&Lwrj 2 Gamy Fa(hgev) 5.5
CamgwImsea|b HMedT 2 WI(HLD 6T6vT sTHFUTTEHSLILIHSE S

s @QWyeneu T TS Sl 2 miLiINesTiseT FLLICUTemeuueS) (hbgl GeuslBLLIL C\FwIg6oT.

Static GK Connect

* Chennai International Airport at Meenambakkam is * BerTbLIME S C\F6tTemenT ListTesTL () 6L mesT
operated by the Airports Authority of India (AAl), set hlemeuwid — 1995-@\ev Hlmieuliuil L @b&lw eSlomeor
up in 1995. H16m6VIL SLem6TITWISH STV (AAI) @WISSLILIHSE M.

» Tamil Nadu’s other international airports are at * BLONDBITLIg60T LD ListTesTTL () elLomest

Coimbatore, Tiruchirappalli and Madurai. BlemevwikigeT: CamubLSHTT, S(hESTrLisTer,



* A greenfield airport is built on an entirely new site,
as against brownfield expansion of an existing airport.

LD&|6M].
* &lifstToolI6V () eNLomeT Hlemevid — (WMHMIEVID L&Hlw
@L&Hev sLLLLH6UG!; SMHGLTEI6TsT elLmest
BlemevwisHems allifleums: G eug LI F6metToolI60(h).

9. NSDC and Cultus Education Launch Nationwide Cloud & Al Skilling Initiative with

AWS (23 August 2026)

AWS 2 65T @l6mevoribgl NSDC omm|Ld &6VL 6 eT2g>Camagest bm(h) &wellw Hlemajl & Al
Slmest HILLLD Cl5TL&SHD (Y 86 23, 2026)

On 23 August 2026 the National Skill Development Corporation, under the Ministry of Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship, and Cultus Education launched a nationwide Cloud and Artificial Intelligence Skilling

Initiative in collaboration with Amazon Web Services (AWS).

Q&L 23, 2026 6tTm], Hlmest GoUM(h) WMHMILD CISTLIIEV(LPEDETTEY HEDLDFFEHSSH6T &HLD @) UiIMhI(G)LD
Cadlw Smest GUML(h& sWPpasd (NSDC) HmIb &eVL6e Teg>Caanest, HCamest Cleull FyeigeneL s
(AWS) @emetothg BIT(h &Wweallw Slemeyl MHmID C\FwMens miesoTeseTmley SNt S LSensH s 6lG L kI 6.

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gaie| (paHlws @mlliLser (Medium)

» Target: foundational Al and cloud literacy for 1.5 lakh learners through AWS digital training content.

* 10,000 participants will get job-ready cloud training through the AWS re/Start programme.

e Delivered 100% online by Cultus Education, the NSDC-selected delivery partner, across all States and UTs.

e Priority for youth in Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities and underserved communities; participants receive AWS

Certification.

e The programme concludes with a National Hackathon where participants present solutions to prospective

employers.

s @6u8E: AWS 192l L 60 LILNME] 2 6TEMLESLD eP6ud 1.5 VL&D SMHLIEUTSHETHEE) SigLiLienL Al LbMHMILD

&leme|L mley.

« AWS re/Start &lLL& 6T epevld 10,000 CLi(h&s & Couenevss g SWmy hlenev &lemeyl LiuH&.

* NSDC CaimHelsHS8 6ULPmIgH6e) LIIGTEIWITET S60L60 6Te°GCaHa%k60T LPEVLD {6M6TSH S| MHlEVHRISET,
wesflwest NG amuseflsyb 100% @ enesorweufluiley suprisiiui(Hib.

* @\J6SETLITLD, eP6TMITLD 1606V ST @)6M6IT(EhI&H6T LMMILD LN6TSHMIL W FeLp&s kIS (6THE: (&) (P6eTen)flemLd;

LG MU & (Eh&(E AWS sTeTmIsL0.

s Gl Cam&ss5men|L6T SILLLD HlenmeuenLW|b; LUnkiIGHMUITEITIE6IT 61(HHRISTEV (LPSH6VTelserflLLDd

B1T6BHE06T (P6dTeneULILIT.
Static GK Connect

* NSDC was set up on 31 July 2008 as a Public-Private
Partnership company; it is headquartered in New
Delhi.

* MSDE runs Skill India Mission, PMKVY, Jan Shikshan
Sansthan and the ITI network.

* Amazon Web Services (AWS), launched in 2006, is
the cloud computing arm of Amazon.

* NSDC — 2g9em6v 31, 2008 651m)| GlLITGI-Gesflwimy
Fa LTevoTen)l0 Bl |eu6sTLomss Him|euliLLL&;
HEMEVENLOWISHLD LG &l6060).

* MSDE — siu&l6b @rbHwim @uigsb, PMKVY, g6t
61§ 50657 F63T6NVSTET LOMMILD ITI 6LEMEVWIENLOLIEHILI
BLESIEIDS).

* 9Gwe&merr Gleull Feigen (AWS) — 2006-@)6v
QamLmslILLLg|; HGaTefle flemel sWwLLLlgmh
Nifley.

10. S301 Identified as the Fastest Known Star in the Milky Way (announced 21 August

2026)

umevGleusifluflest Geussomest HLESSHFIOME S301 SjemLWmeLDd (&6l 21, 2026 MlailLiL)




Astronomers using the European Southern Observatory’s Very Large Telescope Interferometer identified
S301 as the fastest-moving star on a confirmed orbit in the Milky Way. It reaches about 25,000 km/s —
more than 8% of the speed of light — as it swings around Sagittarius A*, the supermassive black hole at
the galactic centre.

CrmiNw Clgett sumesTmleus S Hlet WlaLGlILflw CgmenevCrmesd @emLmliiumenesstil (VLTI)
vwestu(HiSSH W eumesflwevmsmyassT, 2 MIHCFWLIWLILLL &HMILUTenguiley Limsubleustluiest CougLomss
B&(HLD BLESSTLOME S301-20 SiemLWIT6ITLD SHevorLevTly. LimevGleusfluiesr emowigSle 2 6ierm BLIGILI(HLD
&(HHGIEMETWITETT &H68)|F A*-e08 &HMIDCLITE| @& eNerTmigs & &My 25,000 &).15. — gperfluflest GCousss 60
8%-& &L C6vL — CeusgHems 6T (H&H M.

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gsie| (p&Hlws @mlliLser (Medium)

* 5301 follows a highly elliptical orbit of just 8.7 years around Sagittarius A*.

* At closest approach it comes within about 12 astronomical units (AU) of the black hole — closer than any
star observed before.

e Sagittarius A* has a mass of about four million Suns.

* Because S301 passes so close, it feels the black hole’s rotation, allowing astronomers to measure Sgr A*'s
spin directly for the first time.

¢ |ts next closest passage is expected in 2031; follow-up will use GRAVITY+ and the MICADO instrument on
ESO’s Extremely Large Telescope.

+ S301 — Hen)|& A*-20& s GleumILd 8.7 Sy 6voT(H&6T GlsmeseTL W& HeiTeul L &mmILILITengUI6v BSTH MG

* 1818 9|(HE6L eU(HLGELITE| & (HhGIenemued)(hHbg &My 12 eumssflwey o46v& &6 (AU) &TTEH S0 eu(HE M
— @5I6uen T STTLILLL 6ThS BHLESSH TSHenS WD a9l (HEI6V.

* He0)8 A*-@\6tT [Hlenm & LMY BTMHLIG| 6VLELD (G ULI60TE (6THE (&HF FLOLD.

* 5301 W18 S(HEIEL ClFLEUBTEL &(HHGIEN6TUN6IT &LPMHEF M 2 6STTHIME; @SH6ITELPEVLD S68)|& A*-@\65T
FPMHEF MW (PSHET(PERNMWITE CHTLGWITES HETEHS (PLgWLd.

c 9(H5S OBHEsTET HLLIL 2031-Gl6v erHFuMTsEsLILHIEMSI; GRAVITY+ wmhm b ESO-aNesr WlsuGluflw
ClamemsuGETESulley 2 6mer MICADO &(hHadl epsuld CISTLT Syl HL&SLILIHID.

Static GK Connect

* Sagittarius A* is the supermassive black hole at the * Hen)1& A* — LmevGleuerflufetr emwwigHHlev 2 sier
centre of the Milky Way; its image was released by the = BUGILHD SHHHGIeN6T; 2022-@6v Hl&LD6lEIEVENEVE
Event Horizon Telescope in 2022. C&TemEVCHTEHES G6T LILSHmS CleusfluNiLg).

e The 2020 Nobel Prize in Physics went to Roger * 2020 Quipiwev GrrLey Lifle: — Senig: A*
Penrose, Reinhard Genzel and Andrea Ghez for black 2 66l L S(BhSIm6T Qe &ene: Crmeiy

hole research including Sgr A*. ClLETC ey, CITIETAML Cl&60T6l &6V, i etorLifluim

Cl&6M U SBICUIM(HE (S 6ULPMISLILILLS).
* 62(Ih euMesfliey 6V (AU) — LiLO)-(&flwetr ymefl
ST, &y 14.96 Gamig &).L6.

24 AUGUST 2026 | oy s60l 24, 2026

11. NSG Launches India’s First Mahila Commando Conversion Course at Manesar (24
August 2026)

¢ One astronomical unit (AU) is the mean Earth-Sun
distance, about 149.6 million km.

rGessraiflev @ mb&Hlwimallsst (LpsH6v W&lemm smesstGLT MMM LulimH&Flenwl NSG
QrLrSwg| (QL&evL 24, 2026)

The National Security Guard Training Academy launched India’s first-ever Mahila Commando Conversion
Course (MCCC) on 24 August 2026 at its garrison in Manesar, Haryana. The course runs under the theme
‘She Who Dares, Leads’.



CaAwL urgismiyl uenL Ll LUNHEF HamLLs), gl 24, 2026 Sietm| amiflwmestT TCesraflev 2 siTem
H6TH| LIOLSSH6MEHH60 @HHWmallest (pGH6v &6TT smesorGLT LmmmIL Lum&lenw (MCCC)
CaTLRIEWS). ‘glesoflLeuGsT eufBLESHIS DT eT6tTm &(HLIGILIT(Hefle @LiLuNmHE HemLGlLMISMmE).

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gsie| (p&&Hlws Gmlliser (Easy)

* It is a 12-week residential course — the first of its kind for women commandos in the NSG.

* Theme: ‘She Who Dares, Leads’.

* The NSG is India’s federal contingency force, raised in 1984 and functioning under the Ministry of Home
Affairs.

* NSG commandos are popularly known as ‘Black Cats’ from their black dungarees and balaclavas.

* The move widens combat and counter-terrorism roles for women in India’s central armed police forces.

* @& 12 eury eNHISIL LUNHEF — NSG-@)6V GlLIETIT SLOMETTGLITE S (ETHEESTET (LPSH6V @)SHSHemn&I LILNME.

 &HUCILTHET: ‘glewsflLeuCer suBLESHIE M6’

* NSG — 1984-@\6v 2 (HeumsaLILLL @bEHIWITN6T &SI SEUFTSHTEVLI LIEDL; 2_6THI6DM MG &85 S 60T
&1p ClewsvLhHE M.

 H(HLILY 2 6DLUWLD (PS&ePLgU|LD Sesofleugmed NSG &messtCLT& &6 ‘Llemms GaLer’ sTeot
SIen P& LIL(H&sTmEDTI.

s QBB WHEHI Y U|SHS STEL6D LIEHLG6TTIEV 6lLI6TITE (ETh&H S TesT GLITT LoMMILD LIWIMISFEUTS 6T FLILILI
uessflsener @& eNifleyLhH&HaISmE.
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* The NSG was raised in 1984 after Operation Blue * NSG — oy, LIGTe%60T L|eeTh 6MLMT(HE &L LM (& 1984-
Star, under the National Security Guard Act, 1986. @6V 2 (HEUTSSLILLLG|; CaEWL LTEISTULL LIenLE
« India’s Central Armed Police Forces: CRPF, BSF, CISF, = &LLLD, 1986-@l6iT &) QUIkIGHDGI.

ITBP, SSB and Assam Rifles. * @BSIW LSEHW Sy HE STeu6y LienL&seiT: CRPF, BSF,

CISF, ITBP, SSB opmiib &i&mid enyLilemsi.

» amflWmesTT & [HESNTTLD TeULL &SV 2 6T6rm
wrGesrgflsv NSG-@)6tT (W& etTenioLs LIuNme enowild
S{6DIDHG|6TTETS.

* Manesar in Gurugram district, Haryana, hosts the
NSG’s main training centre.

12. CBN and PHARMEXCIL Sign MoU to Boost Pharmaceutical Exports (24 August 2026)

(HHSI FHMIwSHlenw 2o G allss CBN - PHARMEXCIL 4iflbgi6soTi76) eLILIHSLD (1,85 6101
24, 2026)

The Central Bureau of Narcotics and the Pharmaceuticals Export Promotion Council of India signed a
Memorandum of Understanding on 24 August 2026 at the CBN headquarters in Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh,
to promote legitimate pharmaceutical exports while preventing the diversion of controlled substances.
FLLULLT6U (HH& FHMIS eni 2618 &eN&&6 |0, &L (HLLbHSSLILLL QLImT(HLs6T
SHlengdH)(mHUULIL(HUMNSHS &([HlE&H| WD, LSS WSS, W (HHSIL Lisssilwsn (CBN) wmmib @bSHWw (hbE
gmmIg) 2ang @ el westmd (PHARMEXCIL) gy &lweneu &6l 24, 2026 Sjsotm) WSS WL NTEH&LD
&sumeSlwiflev 2_e6Ter CBN &6m6v6moWwss 160 Liflh&650TT6Y RLILIMBSHLD 6086) W& S L6DT.

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gsie| (w&Hlws @mlliLser (Medium)

* Signed by Dr Dinesh Bisen, Narcotics Commissioner (CBN), and Raja Bhanu, Director General,
PHARMEXCIL.

* The two bodies will develop a Voluntary Code of Conduct (VCC) to improve exporter compliance and
streamline export procedures.

e Cooperation includes workshops, awareness programmes and regulatory information sharing with CDSCO
and Customs.



* CBN was established in 1950, is headquartered at Gwalior and works under the Department of Revenue,
Ministry of Finance.

¢ CBN administers the facilitation, regulation and enforcement provisions of the NDPS Act, 1985.

+ CBN LoW& &) W(HHS! enesTwy LTsLY HlGarad LNG&str mmib PHARMEXCIL @uwi& @b Clgestysy mearm
Lmen)| SBICWIMT 6086l (PSS L6wTT.

s FOMILSWITETT @) 6t0TESHSH0S GLLI([HS S, FNHMILLS) [HEDL(LPEDMEENEIT 6TETIERLOWITEHSHELLD &60T6STTIT6L
BLEMS GBM(penmeni (VCC) @)\ S{6MLOLILIES THLD 2 (hH6UTEG)LD.

 LufevrmIE ST, aNPILIL|EsITTES SHILLMISET HMID CDSCO, &MhigHS &I6MMUILEIT 6R(LOMHI(E)(LPEDME S8&H6160
LT B WIEN6U 255 IEMLPLILN6D L hI(GHLD.

« CBN — 1950-@\6v HIMI6ULILILL &; &6D6V6DLOWISELD (&6UTeOWIT; B SeMLDEFFSHEH60T 61 (HEUTUIS
glenmuilest &L GlFweLLHISIMG).

« NDPS &L LD, 1985-@)65T 6ug ), 62(LDM!(&(WPemm LMMILD L6vrs:s afl&laemer CBN HljeuslsSE me).

Static GK Connect

* India is often called the ‘Pharmacy of the World" and * @BHWIT GILIHLOLITEYILD ‘2 60&65T Lo(HESHSLD’

is the largest supplier of generic medicines globally. eTeoTLILI(H &M &I; 2 6v&6mellsv ClenesTiflg Lo (b &6rfleT
« The NDPS Act, 1985 governs narcotic drugs and BlBL6LW euLphIG b

psychotropic substances in India. * NDPS &LL1D, 1985 — @bHlwmailey wiss

« PHARMEXCIL, set up in 2004 under the Ministry of LD([BbSISH6T LHMILD W6ETEIENEV MDD CILIMHL 6T

Commerce & Industry, is headquartered in Hyderabad. =~ ®@EGEUGSSEDS.
* PHARMEXCIL — 6ustsflasid mmib Gl miflev

S FFSHSHS6 &1 2004-@\6v (HlmIeULILILLS);
H6M6VENLOWISLD DDSTTLTS.

13. MeitY Launches GENESIS EIR Cohort-3 for Early-Stage Startups (24 August 2026)

S, ybublensy L5015 mblevsemaasnes GENESIS EIR epestmmb Q5 m@Hlenw MeitY
ClamLmILH WG (5601 24, 2026)

The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, through MeitY Startup Hub, launched the third
cohort of the GENESIS Entrepreneur-in-Residence programme on 24 August 2026. It was formally launched
at the GENESIS NextGen Startup Summit (Coimbatore Edition) at Rathinam Global University, Coimbatore,
Tamil Nadu.

LletTesTerm e W6V LOMMILD &6V GISTLIEVMIL LI SenEFFHLD, MeitY LTI amLi epsuld, GENESIS
HmIGL s mLhlevpemeTGeury (EIR) SlLLG 6T epesTmmeugy Q& mEGHlenw o g6l 24, 2026 esTm)|
QaTLRISWg]. SUPHTH CamubLSSHTHIev 2 66T & H6TD (GCETTLSY LISV&Hen6V8&SHL8H S5 5160 BLHS
GENESIS GIp&enlClenet LTI 2 &8 IBTLIgs0 (CaHmWDLSHTT USHLIL) @G| (PenDWLITSHS
CBTLRISLILLLE).

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gy psHlws Gmlliyser (Medium)

* GENESIS = Gen-Next Support for Innovative Startups; the scheme has a total outlay of Rs. 490 crore.

e |t particularly targets startups emerging from Tier-Il and Tier-lll cities.

e Cohort-3 focuses on Al and Machine Learning, 10T, semiconductor and VLSI technologies, and
cybersecurity.

* Selected innovators receive financial assistance of up to Rs. 10 lakh through participating GENESIS
incubators.

¢ Launched by Panneerselvam Madanagopal, CEO of MeitY Startup Hub.

« GENESIS = 45&5M&8L1 L|S6STLH608 (EHEST6T i (HHSH Sen60(Penm USHT6; HILLSS 6T CbTss HiH)
@8I58 (H em. 490 Camig.

* @\TETOTLITLD, ELP6STMITLD Hlemev HaTmIse6leS)(Hb& 2 (HeumEGLD Us6sTlsusensT @& GmILUTS
@eV&&TEHS 6&TestT(H6Ters).



* pPESTOTLD CBTGSH — ClFwmens HiestTesoTnley, @IS TS &MHMEV, 10T, HMMESLES) MM VLSI
QBT 6VHIL LITIGET, @) emesoriiLt LITGISTLIL] Sy, weummley &eu6uTLD.

s CaIHOSHISSULLL LiSHSHTEHSTEHEHESE GENESIS iemLaTLIL] 6nWBISET ep6vld em. 10 suL&LD eusniy H&
2 6.

 MeitY sLTTLSLI MLl &6mevenio HlFeumss HH&Mif] LissTesfTolFev6ULD &HeTCHTUTEY @enss 6\SHTLRIE
EUSSTIT.
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« Startup India was launched on 16 January 2016; * GULITTLSIL @bl — epeteuifl 16, 2016-@)6v
DPIIT under the Ministry of Commerce & Industry CBTLRISULLL&); 6uettile enssss et &ip DPIT
administers it. @ens HjeusSl&EEmE).

- Coimbatore, the ‘Manchester of South India’, is Tamil = * C&TWDLSSHTT — ‘ClBesTesil B wimesleor
LreTGlEF6eVL’; SLLPHTL 96T @\FesorLmeug] Glurflw
B&ILD; ey erfl oMb Clurmuiwisy enLoWILD.

* HHIEGL GFmPlevweneTCoury (EIR) SILLLD —
BimIeUesTI&6T Q& TLE6L &L L6nLE &LCELITE)

2 56950615 Te0sWL|L65T Y HTeUsfleESna!.

Nadu'’s second-largest city and a major textile and
engineering hub.

e An Entrepreneur-in-Residence (EIR) programme
supports founders with a stipend while they build a
venture.

14. Karnataka Suspends Food Licences of Amazon, Swiggy Instamart and BigBasket
Over Datura Listings (24 August 2026)

S55MTT eflMLenssTL LIL1Igu16v: 9 CLoamsst, elvails s @leteivLmomiL, N&UTev6lsL 2 6vT6
2 fliokigsener SFHITLET @enLibaswD (85600 24, 2026)

Karnataka’s Food Safety and Drugs Administration Department suspended the food licences of Amazon,
Swiggy Instamart and BigBasket on 24 August 2026 after Datura fruits and seeds — a highly poisonous
plant — were listed for sale as food items on their platforms.

&(H6MLDWITEDT HE &SGR Gl&HTEBITL HSHHTTT Gl&FLguIesT SIS EHLD 696058 (ETHLD 2_650T6 L1 CILIM(HLS&SEITTS
eNmuenesTLl LILIgwledlsv @LEUMHMENSS ClGTLIHSI, HCLETsT, stuelldd @esevLmmyL, NeumenblesLl
U EWeUMHM6T 2_63T6Y 2 fILOMISENET SFHTLES 2 65316l LITGISTLIL| LHMID ([HHS HFeunss glenm
&6V 24, 2026 60T @ eMLIESHSHD ClFULISHG).

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gaijey psHlws Gl sst (Medium)

» Datura is a genus of nine highly poisonous species in the nightshade family, classified as a deliriant and a
poison.

e The platforms were directed to remove all listings and advertisements offering Datura for human
consumption.

* BigBasket said it had stopped the sale and would label such products ‘Not for Human Consumption’;
Swiggy Instamart sought time; Amazon did not respond.

* Food business operators in India must be licensed under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006.

* The action highlights regulatory oversight of quick-commerce and e-commerce food listings.

s 5HHTTT — OBLCNL GHIDLSMSHF CFTHS 6TLIS| &(HILD HEs @)6TrhIGH6T GlameseTL GLIf6oTLD; LOWSELD
&(IHLD HESLI CILIM(HETTE 6UensLILHSSLILIL (HeTers).

* 6011 MISTOYSHHTEH SHHHMTTTEN6U QULPMEIGHLD SEMEBTHG] LILLgUI60&HEN6ITILLD 616D TEISHED6ITILLD
2 L6OTIgWINS 58 (&LOMM)| H6MMHISEHEE 2 SSTaTLLILILL ).

s N&UTNEISL eNlDHLsnseTenW HIMISSHWSTEHELD, ‘W6511S MHIST6SE) H6V6V’ 6TesTd: (&ML (Heusrsea|n
Q&faNg55!; svellsE @eTeLTLMTL Heusred Camflwugl; HCwamst LSleveflsasailsvenes.

» @iBHwmallsy 2 wT6) eue6stilas HlMIaUESTRISET 2 6taTe ) LGS TLUIL HMILD &F& FLLLD, 2006-@)6sT HLp
2 flo Qlum Ceussor(HILb.

+ aflemrey 6UFHSHSLD LHMILD Ll6sTeL6Ts( 18 2 683T6L LI LIL L UI6V&6IT LS TET 62(LOMI (&) (LP6NME: &630TS MessfLIemLI
@brLeYSens Cleusflgsd CUTL(H& sTLHE M.



Static GK Connect

* FSSAI, set up under the Food Safety and Standards * FSSAl — 2 ewoTel ) LMTGISTLIL| LOMMILD &F& FLLLD,
Act, 2006, is the apex food regulator and works under 2006-@)6tT S HiMIeULILILL 2 &F 2 65016

the MoHFW. R(OMEI(G(LPENM HEOWLIL|; FrHTHTT H6DLDEFF &5 ) 60T

* Datura is called ‘Oomathai’ in Tamil and is B QUIkIGEDS).

traditionally used in Siddha and Ayurveda in controlled = * S$&MTT SIH6L ‘2e1i0H6m 5’ sTTLIL(HI S DSI; F1SS,
doses. AW TGeUS (HSGHIeUSSHV &L (HLILHSSLILILL

S6mailev LiwistTL (H&SLILIHISIMS).
* BIBILEST — HEM6VHSIT ClLIMIGe6Th(Th; LOMIHeV& S 60
31 LDMEULLBISET 2 6iT6IT60T.

» Karnataka — capital Bengaluru; the state has 31
districts.

15. Chirag Paswan Inaugurates PMFME Conclave 2026 and PMFME Bazaar in New Delhi
(24 August 2026)

L&l $levedluileév PMFME wmpbm(h) 2026 wmmid PMFME uggmeniy s Limsiveumsst 615 mLmigs)
U5y (5600 24, 2026)

Union Minister of Food Processing Industries Chirag Paswan inaugurated the PMFME Conclave 2026 and the
PMFME Bazaar on 24 August 2026 at the India Habitat Centre, New Delhi. The two-day event brought
together over 500 stakeholders to strengthen the micro food processing ecosystem.

WHSW 2 6516l USLILIHISHID CISTLH6V&6T HenWESFT FIFTs LITerueumsst, &6l 24, 2026 j6Tm)| L]
&levell @mpH W CamlNLm’ snwwgsHev PMFME wrmmh 2026 womib PMFME Lg®menrs C&mL ki)
EDEUSSTIT. HI680T 2 68376 Ll LISLILI(HISSHILD (FHLP6L SiemoLientt eusy(LiLi(hlgg 500-8 @ GomuL
LRIGSTTTS6T @QHS @\ (HBT6T H&SLPel60 660TM)| &Ly 6T

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gsie| (p&&Hlws GmlliLser (Easy)

e PMFME = Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro Food Processing Enterprises Scheme, run by the Ministry
of Food Processing Industries.

* The PMFME Bazaar featured exhibitors from 25 States and Union Territories showcasing ethnic and
traditional food products.

* Day one had four technical sessions: access to finance and sustainability; incubation and
entrepreneurship; domestic and global market linkages; and strengthening SHG-led food enterprises.

* The scheme supports micro food processing units with credit-linked subsidy, branding and marketing
support.

e Aim: stronger market linkages so grassroots entrepreneurs can turn local products into competitive
brands.

« PMFME = 5w whHIf miesor 2 swrell USLILIHSSID HMIeUeTRISET (PenmLL(H &S50 SHLLLD; 2 6voTeLl
USULHSSID CSTLH6VSEH6T EOWFFHSHSHTEV HLESLILIHE DS

« PMFME ugmiflev 25 wrblevmigeT womib wlesflwiest NyCasemisensns CFimHe &6voras ML WmeTiaer
urgbuflw 2 swre]ll QUMHLES06TS &TLFLIL([H &S 60T

* (P&6L BT6TTleV BTEsT(E) CIBTLPEVMIL LI HLOFT&HET: 1) D860 LOMMILD HlEnEVSSHETENLD; ML ETLIL
OHMID CHTH6V(pem6sTE]; 2 6THTL(H, 260858 FHeNS @EOETITLIL|S6T; &l 2 5618 (&) (L 26506
) M6L6BT RIS EMET eUEVILILI(H & &156V.

* HL6OT @) 6n6soTIHS MesflWD, LNFTeseTigmI LMHMILD FHeMSLILI(HSH60 S T6L 63T [FI680T _650T6Y Ll
LSUUGHSSID LGS EHSE QSSLD 2 50 |EDS).

» GBTESLD: 6LEVIEUTET &FHENS @eM6TITLILSET CLH6VLD SilgloL L & GIS L6V (LPen6sT CouITT 2 6iTesThTLI
QumpLaemerll CUTLg&EHmedT LBl&a LNTTessT(H&6ITTa LDTMHM 2 FHe US|

Static GK Connect

* The PMFME scheme was launched in June 2020 * PMFME &)L L1 — 209601 2020-@)60 Sy HOBITUF LITTS
under the Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan with a ‘One SlwimesflesT S, ‘(I LOMEULLLD (1 GIUM(HET



District One Product’ approach. S{670)|(8)(PEOMUYL 63T QI SHTLBISLILILLG.

+ Other MoFPI schemes: PMKSY (Pradhan Mantri Kisan * MoFPI-@etr L9 Sl LigeT: PMKSY (1917510 whS)f
Sampada Yojana) and the PLI Scheme for Food SFmest FLGT GUITEQ6STIT) LMHMILD 2 650Te Ll
Processing. usLU[HSSISVESTeT PLI SlLLLD.

e India is the world’s largest producer of milk and the * umed 2 MHUSHUTeL 2 6v&l6tT (PHESILSH VI,
second-largest producer of fruits and vegetables. LIS 6T-& Mg M) 2 MUSEUN6D G\yessrimid

QLSS I @HEIWIT 2 6T6Ts)|.

25 AUGUST 2026 | gy s6vl 25, 2026

16. DRDO’s NSTL Transfers Submarine-Fired Decoy ‘Mohini’ Technology to Bharat
Dynamics (25 August 2026)

ByepLpHs sLiL6ev ey efommn) ‘Gomlesfl’ Q& mfleLHILLISnS LIS 601L60TLS861U°8 (8,
DRDO-NSTL wmhmlwig) (4,560 25, 2026)

The Naval Science & Technological Laboratory, a DRDO laboratory at Visakhapatnam, signed two Licensing
Agreements for Transfer of Technology (LATOT) to strengthen indigenous defence manufacturing — the
Submarine Fired Decoy ‘Mohini’ to Bharat Dynamics Limited, and LM2500 gas turbine fabrication
technology to Vertex Engineering Systems, Hyderabad.

ellFrsliLligeTsglev 2 6Ter DRDO gy Wi6U&L0M6sT &L MLenL SMleilwisy mHmIb G\&STLHIeVHILLI QY il16IsLD
(NSTL), &658 urgsmLiy 2 nusHenw eusviliLi(hsHs @ rsvsr(h s mdlsumILull uflbmmm 2 flo
RUUBSHEISET6 (LATOT) &bl w(WsH S L — BFepLpshl s sLiLev ey gmmml ‘Gomdlssfl umys
enLeoTLil& 6 60BIGILL (H&E W, LM2500 surwy eSlenswmy) swmflliLg C5mHevHIL LD MamSFTLTS
CleuTlLs e @etTedlesflwifim FlevLbenyes GLw.

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gaiey psHlws Gl ssit (Medium)

* A submarine-fired decoy emits acoustic signals mimicking a submarine’s signature to deceive an
incoming torpedo.
¢ |t buys the submarine time and space to manoeuvre away from a hostile torpedo attack.

LATOT is the formal route by which DRDO transfers developed technology to Indian industry for
manufacture and commissioning.

Signed in the presence of Vice Admiral Sanjay Bhalla (FOC-in-C, Eastern Naval Command), Dr R.
Balamuralikrishnan (DG, Naval & Strategic Systems, DRDO) and Dr Abraham Varughese (Director, NSTL).
* The transfers support private-sector participation and the Aatmanirbhar Bharat vision in defence.
 BIePLR&E SLILEY 6| Fmmml — BiepLp&ls sLiLedser edls emaslwmiinLgensL GLimsTm

gL &60(6h&6em6T GleustluilL(h) 6u(HLD LTFLNGLTem6U eFLomMMIS M.

o &Il LTTLNCLT 5785560160 (Hh& adlev&l& Glasusv HIePLSS &LILIIEE, CHIWLWD @L(PLW SlenLsE M.

* LAToT — DRDO 2 _(heums&Elw G mPl6umILLISems 2 MLGSE wmmIb CFWeILHSSHISNIHHTS QHSHIWS
Q56L& ImME G LTMMILD (PEDMUWITETT L.

* 6M6U6N L LONTEL FEHFII LIGV6VIT (HL05(58 SHLMLIEOLS SH6M6V6MLD), LITGLIT Q4. LIT6V(LPT6rtlEh (heiuesorest
(DG, sLMUenL MM epGsurum enwliLgeT, DRDO), LISLT <y NF&TD eu(heEsn (@uwis @by, NSTL)
(petTesflemeuuNeL emECIWI(WSSILLILILLS).

« @UUlIHORIGST Seslwmy lemmU URGCHEDHenLIUL|D LTEHISTULN6Y QYSWHFTUT UTTS CHTsssemnsu|n

24 5fl&E 6T 60T

Static GK Connect

* Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL), founded 1970 and * U5 emLeaTLil&en eSlSIGILL (BDL) — 1970-@)\sv
headquartered in Hyderabad, is a Ministry of Defence BIMIOILILLLS)|; H6M6VEDIDWISLD 6NAMSTTLITS;
PSU making missiles and torpedoes. 6 BHEMETTIS6IT, LTTLNIGCLTES6T &Wmiflé @0

« Other NSTL products include the Varunastra LMSISTUIL SH6DEFEFS ILIMSISSIEND 106D

* NSTL-@6or L9 SWImfILIL&6T: 61(hHesT e T



heavyweight torpedo and the Maareech anti-torpedo 6oty LTILNGLT oMM wrife LrFNGLm etéyLiL

decoy system. FLOTMHM] SenLoLIL.

« DRDO was founded in 1958 and has over 50 * DRDO — 1958-@lev FimieuillLgi; @bl

laboratories across India. (WP (6UGID 50-8 G CLMUILL L UI6USMIGHEN6ITE
Q& mevoT(hl6Tema).

17. India and Seychelles Hold High-Level Talks on Fisheries, Aquaculture and Blue
Economy (25 August 2026)

LBsTeu6IID, LB6BT euemyLIL LoMMILD HevLl ClUmHemrma My (0581 @ bHHWIT-F6lagsveny
2 wijiblemevll GUEFMTSHMS (5610 25, 2026)

India and Seychelles held a high-level bilateral meeting in New Delhi on 25 August 2026 to expand
cooperation in fisheries, aquaculture and the blue economy. The Seychelles delegation was led by Minister
Wallace Cosgrow and the Indian side by Fisheries Secretary Abhilaksh Likhi.

1BesTeu6LD, 60T 6U6TTLIL| LMHMILD HevLl ClUMHETTEHTTSS6L 58 IenLpLienu elifle|uhs5s, @bSWwImeLd
Fllageverueld g6l 25, 2026 6tTm)| L& Hlevedlufev 2 wihlemsv @ ((HSTLILIE Sal L&Hens HL&HS)60T.
FOlag6v6M HITE)8(5)(LD6YE (& HEDMDEFE 6UMeV6 STen&CTTaD, @BEHIWS SIS, BetTeusrs ClFwevmsTy
SiLN6vFa%k 601EILLD &H606VERLD SHTHIL6OTT.

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gsie| (paHlws @nlliysssr (Easy)

* Talks covered marine aquaculture, modern hatchery development, tuna fisheries optimisation, stock
assessment, post-harvest engineering and marine conservation.

* Both sides discussed fisheries data systems, monitoring-control-surveillance infrastructure and the use of
Al in harvest management.

* Seychelles expressed interest in a bilateral MoU on fisheries and aquaculture.

e Agreed on mutual exposure visits, technical exchanges and greater use of national Centres of Excellence.

* Both recognised the fisheries sector and the wider blue economy as key pillars of economic growth.

» BLEVET 6dT euemLIL, hedest (& Eh& Clumfliiug Guwum), @snry Weoteus GOWLLI(HSSH60, @) (HLIL
LEILIH), ML G KNHengw GlLmmuNwsey LHMILD L6V LITGISTLIL| Sy d&luiene
CuEsEUTTSHnSHUIED @ILLDGILIMHMEDT.

* LB6ITOUETS &6 HEDLOLIL|G6IT, &6voT8MeusfILIL-&L (HLLm(H-CmUmfeneus sLLenLoLIL] LDMHMILD SiMI6L6nL
GevmesTenoudlev ClFwmens missoresoTmley L LwesTUm(h) GMSE! @) STLILLD eNeurd)s genr.

+ B6sTeu6ID LOMM)LD LB6ST eueTTLIL] (BMSHS @ (HSTLILL L hgI6wTi6Y RUILBHSSSH 60 Folagev6n i FeuLd
C5feNS5S!.

e ugevLF LUNMEFL LiwesTrRIS6T, C&TLflevmILLILI LflmmmmigsT wmHmb Caflw HmLiL] enwwrniserfles
Q& s uweTum(h GMSEH 2 LesTum(p).

+ LB6TTEU6TS HlEeOmMEMWIW|LD LITHS H6VLI CUMHETTSTTSHenSWLD CIUM(HETTSTT cusTFeuilest (paHHws
SITEOTTSHETTE @)(Th SIFLIL|LD M M8 6] 8 mevoTL63T.

Static GK Connect

* Seychelles is an archipelago of 115 islands in the » FQlaweveny — Gom@ @bSHIWL ClL(HRIsLe5l6Y 115
western Indian Ocean; capital Victoria on Mahe island. £61 56T Gl&TEBITL &61&H&aLLLD; H6D6VHSI

« India’s Indian Ocean outreach includes SAGAR efl&GLmflwm, rGam Hedlev.

(Security and Growth for All in the Region) and the * @BHIWL ClLBHRIsLE LGS UIley @b wimedleor
Colombo Security Conclave. PwHF&6T: SAGAR (NTTHENISHSI60 S{EM6BT6L (HE (G LD

» The Department of Fisheries functions under the LIMGISTLILLD 6UeTFEFILLD) HMID Gl&mQLDL

Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying; urrgj.asrruq' LomBT(H. ) ) ) ]

PMMSY is its flagship scheme. : L.BGUI'G')_IG‘ITQ}.QJGB)Q.) gy Bsoreniemia; STEVBEnL U'T”m'f]””
LMMILD LITELEUETS HIEDM HENOFFSHSHSH6T LD
QuIRIEGE MG, PMMSY 25607 (W&H60Te0L08 SHILLLD.



18. Indian and Vietnam Coast Guards Hold 7th High-Level Meeting at Chennai (25
August 2026)

ClzestemenTuilsv @rbHlwi-aNWIL BT &LCeVTE HmeusvLIenL&erflest 7-a18] 2 WiFhlenevs Fal L LD
(s,560L 25, 2026)

The Indian Coast Guard and the Vietnam Coast Guard held their 7th High-Level Meeting at the Coast Guard
Regional Headquarters in Chennai on 25 August 2026, under the 2015 Memorandum of Understanding on
Coast Guard Cooperation.

@b&ws LGS SmeUsVLIHL|D eNWLBTLD &LEETTE STeUsVLIEnL|LD, &LEEITTE SIeueuLIenL
@R55160WLIL (G &S 2015 YflhgesTiey UUbSHSSH 6T &), U &6 25, 2026 eTm)| GlFesTenessTuNsv
2 6iT6I &LEEVMTE SHITEUEVLIEDL LDETITL 6V SHEMEVENDWLISHSHH6V HHRIG6TSH| 7-6Ug| 2 WTHen6vs Fal L0
BL&S)6oT.

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gsiiey ps&Hlws @mliyser (Easy)

* Co-chaired by ICG Director General Paramesh Sivamani and Vietham Coast Guard Vice Commandant
Major General Luong Dinh Hung.

¢ Vietnam Coast Guard ship CSB 8002 arrived at Chennai Port on 24 August 2026 with a six-member
delegation.

* The delegation also visited the L&T Shipbuilding facility at Kattupalli to see India’s indigenous shipbuilding
capability.

* Talks covered maritime search and rescue, maritime law enforcement, marine pollution response and
capacity building.

* The second edition of the joint exercise SAHYOG-HOPTAC was scheduled off Chennai on 27 August 2026.

* ICG Quig GBI Clgesysy LITGLa% Fleuwessil LMHMID aNUILBTLD &SLEEVTTE SHTELEVLIEHL &I60650TS SH6mLISH
Gy ClgesTy6ev 6)IGeUTmI &l6tT ammI Y HICWIT @)6N6TTE HEMEVERLD L&) S S 60T

s eNWLBTD &LEEVTTE SmeusvLIEnLS L6y CSB 8002, o m| CUIT Cl&metsTL &IT518 (8 (L6 L 65T &L 24,
2026 9y60Tm| C\F6TTENETTS FI6MM(LPSLD 6UHSHEOLHSHG!.

s @nhHlwreler &Ca8 sLi1L6v &L (HLTeTs Hmenests &mevt &ML (hLiLeTalulsy 2 sirem L&T sL1LI6L
&L (HIomeT eUeTT&HSSM (G HIT5IS G (L C\FTMSI.

s &L6VEFMT G5 HS6V-BLL, HLEVEFTT FLL {LDEVTEHELD, HL6V I&HUTL(H erdlellenest MMID Slmest GLobum(H)
A FlWwemel CLESHUMTEHMSHUN6L @)L DEILIHMEDT.

s Fal(HU LuwhHd SAHYOG-HOPTAC-@\eT @\resoTLmeugy| LISILIL g6l 27, 2026 oietTm| Cl&FstTenestss
&LCIMTHS60 SHILLOILLILILLS).

Static GK Connect

* The Indian Coast Guard was established in 1977 * @bHws sLCIMTE smeusuLIsnL — 1977-@)6v
(statutorily in 1978) and functions under the Ministry 2 (heUmssLUILLL G| (FLLLLLY 1978); UTgISTUL
of Defence; motto ‘Vayam Rakshamah’ (We Protect). SIMFFHSHH6T E1D; (M &GS TET ‘euUiLd

* ICG Regional Headquarters (East) is at Chennai; JEaRMLD:’ (BIAIGET SM&hSEDITLD).

India has a coastline of about 11,098 km. * ICG &0 (G DETITLEVS HEMEVEDLOLISHLD

ClFstTemerTuilev 2 6Temgl; @HH WmeNl6sT SLMHSEnT
1Bemd &y 11,098 &).16.

* @pEHwm-eNwLBTD 2 me| 2016-@6v edlifleumsst
eLpGeVITLIMILIE Fal LITESOTEnLOWITES 2 ILTSHSLILILLG).

¢ India-Vietnam ties were elevated to a
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership in 2016.

19. Astronauts Install Ku-Band Antenna on the International Space Station (25 August
2026)

greuGs & allevarGlsusrf] ihlemsvwis Hlev Ku-LILemL 468516l 6vTITEm6U 6191600T6l6U6Tf 6 IFIT8H 61T
Cumms Hevtiy (g&:61VL 25, 2026)




NASA astronaut Anil Menon and European Space Agency astronaut Sophie Adenot completed a 6.5-hour
spacewalk outside the International Space Station on 25 August 2026 to install a new Ku-band
communications antenna, strengthening the station’s data links.

& elesoTOl6u6rll 651 By65fl6L GoesTest MM CrTLLNW eNevorbleuet] BHimisusst 6lesoTCl616T
elyrrisenest Camool9l Bi6I&GeTT Y EHCWITT, &6Vl 25, 2026 etTm) FTeUCHE aflsvorblausrf]
BlemevwiSHm & GleusflGw 6.5 el Crr afevorGlsustfl HenLenw Hlemmey ClEwig), LSl Ku-LILenL &&6160
CIBTLIL| 2U,600T6IL6vTmemeuLT ClLIM (&S 60TT.

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gaiey psHlws @mllLsst (Medium)

* The extravehicular activity (EVA) lasted about 6.5 hours.

¢ Sophie Adenot became the first French woman to conduct a spacewalk.

* Anil Menon is a NASA astronaut of Indian origin.

e Ku-band is a portion of the microwave spectrum used for satellite communications and high-rate data
downlink.

* The new antenna strengthens ISS connectivity and data-relay capacity.

s @bs afetoraev Glausilg Glgweoum(b) (EVA) &y 6.5 wessll CHILD BlgsHs58l.

+ aflesoTGl6u6rl HemL GLMGl&mestTL (PSH6L NG T (ERSTLI ClLIsTT 6T6dTM GlLI(HenLenl C& Mmool 615 GsoTm
QumMT.

* 9jevflev Gloeotesr — @ MBS eubFTeuelenws CaTHe HTeT elleserolaustl a5y

s Ku-uLenL — QewmensssCamsT GISTLIL &G0 HSHCoUsHS ST6 SeDILILINEHS G LIL6edTL(HID
| 6BOTEB0TEm 6V LI LIL6BLUII6DT 62(Th LI(&H ).

s YHW oy eo01ClL6oTIT ISS-@)6tT @6mesTliLg Smemestybd ey LIflmHme SlmeneTw|b susy|LiL(HiSSHISMS.

Static GK Connect

* The International Space Station has been » FTeuCs & afletorleust] hlemevwid — mHeulbLIF 2000
continuously crewed since November 2000 and orbits W& OBTLIHG 6Nesor6leuet 651178 6L 65T

at about 400 km altitude. QukiGEmg); oy 400 &.15. 2 wirsHley

* ISS partners: NASA (USA), Roscosmos (Russia), ESA FHMIH G-

(Europe), JAXA (Japan) and CSA (Canada). * 1SS ukismaflser: Hrem (Sicloflssm),

« Rakesh Sharma was the first Indian in space (1984, GrmevsmevGLomsiv (Feigwim), ESA (ggGmuLim), JAXA

Soyuz T-11); Shubhanshu Shukla flew to the ISS in (s, (5 (Eamid, - .

2025, * ellevorCleuef 888 ClFsaTm (W&HeL @BH W FTCsHa%
gy (1984, Gamuyeny T-11); srLmetToOgE &és60m 2025-
@6V ISS-8(8,& ClgsTmmiy.

20. Khijadiya Bird Sanctuary Emerges as Major Black-Necked Stork Breeding Site (25
August 2026)

&(IHMIs (P55 Brenguilest (Wa&sHEWL CL(HE8E SHEmDTs HIZQMIgWIT LIDEM6U6IT SFJessTT6VWILD
(Quas6ivL 25, 2026)

A study by the Gujarat Ecological Education and Research (GEER) Foundation, reported on 25 August 2026,
found that the Ramsar-designated Khijadiya Bird Sanctuary in Jamnagar, Gujarat, provides highly suitable
breeding habitat for the Black-necked Stork (Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus).

&6V 25, 2026 6tTm] CleuslWImesT (HWTTS (FLPe0lWI6L SHevedl LHMILD L Fmiigs (GEER)
SIM&EHLLem6TUI 68T Y U16), (HRTTE LMDBSIFIEV 2 66T FITDET SHEMLOMTET SISO LIM6D6LU 6T
FITTITTEVWILD &(HMIS (WSS BTenrsE, (Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus) W&ea b mm ClL(HESS STallLLoms

D 6iT6ITG)| 6T65TE &600TLMIHSE!.

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gaijey psHlws Gl ssit (Medium)

* The study recorded four active nests and eight fledglings, with a 100% fledging success rate.



* Field work covered population status, breeding ecology, nest-site characteristics and reproductive
performance between July 2024 and March 2025.

* Findings were published in the peer-reviewed international Journal of Threatened Taxa.

* Khijadiya is a Ramsar wetland combining freshwater and saline habitats and lies on the Central Asian
Flyway.

e The Black-necked Stork is one of India’s largest and most distinctive wetland birds.

» gy 1eN6v HIedTE ClFwWeLLITL(H8 Fa(h&EHLD 6TL(h (&(Eh&SEHLD LISHeUM&6sT; LM& G0 Hlensveml 6Tl igl
Rleumm) e9& &b 100%.

s 996m6v 2024 (PpG6L MTE 2025 euen] & SETOIH TN Hlenev, CILI(HHSHE (FLPeOIW6V, Fa(h HenalL L
LI6BOTL| 61T LoMM|LD @\6vTLIGILI(HE&HE Q1 FWIELHMEDT 2y, U16) GlFWILILILIL L 63T.

* sevoT(HLN g LI &6T FFeuGsa Journal of Threatened Taxa @& LHl6v GleuerfluglLLiLIL L 6or.

 &lg@mguim — meTesf T LMHMID 2 BT eumLPeLRISen6T @enestTss T FHleVD; &SHW
LM6em6EULI LITenSHUIN6V S6BLOHS6T6ITS)].

s B(HRIGWHS BrenT — @bSHlwmelsr Wsl6luflw, &eflgiauwmest FFHl6VLI LIM6w 618 66T 6265TM).
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» The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands was signed in * FIIH6VRIGET (GMSHS TILEF] LILbBSLD — 1971-@)6v
1971 at Ramsar, Iran, and came into force in 1975. FresleoT TTDEflen en&6lW WSS LILLLG); 1975-G)6v
« Tamil Nadu has the highest number of Ramsar sites HEDL (LLEDME (& 6UHSG!-

in India, including Point Calimere, Vedanthangal and * @bHwmeNeh oiF\as TIDE] SHehISED6NTE: ClametoTL

wrihlevd SIPETH — CaMgWsSsenT, CoULbHSMHhISN,
Falb&H60T(G6ITLD 2_6TT6r I Leme6L.

* LHEHW YFW LIMenEULI LITeNG — 2, T81lg8 &M &LD
@BSH WL CLI(HRISLEISELD @)enLUNeVTesT eUeVen &Ll
LITE0 S & 6M6T 2_6TemL S WG|; @S WIT (P& WS
GeNF&smev SmiELSILLD.

Koonthankulam.

* The Central Asian Flyway covers migratory routes
between the Arctic and Indian Ocean; India is a key
wintering ground.

ATHIYAMAN ACADEMY | oi&\wiiomest &mLis)

TNPSC Group 1, 2, 2A, 4 & VAO Coaching | Ph: 8681859181




