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1. Madras Crocodile Bank Trust Enters Its 50th Year (28 August 2026)
QL ImeN (P&H6em16v aUMLIE) SIMESLLEMEIT 50-6118] 1,650TI960 S{igolWwi(H 5 5] M6US S5 (8611
28, 2026)

On 28 August 2026 the Madras Crocodile Bank Trust and Centre for Herpetology (MCBT), located at Vadanemmeli on the
East Coast Road near Mamallapuram in Tamil Nadu, stepped into its 50th year of reptile conservation. Founders Romulus
Whitaker and Zai Whitaker marked the golden jubilee by launching a nationwide 'Save the Reptiles' awareness campaign.
2026 Q56001 28 60TM)|, HLOIDBITL 196V LDMTLDEVEVL|TLD Bi(hHCE HLP& &S SLMHSENTEF FTenevulsv
6ULGIBLOGLOESI U6V B EBLOIHGIETET GILDLTTEN (LPSHEMEV 6UMIS) HMESLLEDET LDMHM|LD DETTELEDT 4U16Y 6MLOWILD
(MCBT) &6078| 50-618| 460071960 Bii90lWI(h S5 606uUSSHS|. BMieussTi&HsT Grmsvs e CL&&T LHMILD Glgaul
N CLEST Y HCWTY Glumsstallpmeneu (WpestesflL(h) BHT(H SpeNw '2arfalesTeumenmes STLIGLITLD'
eNLPILIL|6TOTTE @ UISSHSHMNSHS 6\ SHTL I 60T

KEY EXAM POINTS | G5 ey (p&Hlws GmiyssT (Easy)

* MCBT was founded in 1976 by the herpetologist Padma Shri Romulus 'Rom' Whitaker along with Zai Whitaker, and is
one of the largest reptile zoos in the world.

» The 8.5-acre centre houses over 400 crocodiles, including 47 gharials, besides turtles, snakes and lizards, and has bred
more than 5,000 crocodilians since its inception.

* The golden-jubilee 'Save the Reptiles' campaign, run with The Reptile Conservancy Alliance, will cover 15,000 km across
22 states over 120 days and conclude in December 2026.

* Free entry will be given to all visitors on the second Wednesday of every month from August 2026 to August 2027, with
concessional rates for school and college groups.

* MCBT also supports the Andaman and Nicobar Environmental Team (ANET) and the Irula Snake Catchers' Industrial
Cooperative Society, which supplies venom for antivenom production.

* DEMTEUEDT QY UGS LISLOLTH Grmpeveny 'Grmbd’ eNLCL&sT mmIb Glgul eN CL&sT y&Cwimymey 1976-
@60 MCBT GIsmLRIsLILLL G|, @& 2 su&lerT WBlalitluflw earfeauss 2 uNiflwey Lmisrsserfley eesrml.

* 8.5 g5 LFLILI6L 2 66T @IDenowSHH60 47 SenFWT6T (LPSHeneVs6T (Siflev) 2 L 400-8 @0 GmurL
(PSHEDEVEET, YEBLOS6IT, LITLDLIGET LoMMILD LIV6S) UM &HS6T 2_6iT6ermenT; G5 mLmIS W Se0)(Hbg| 5,000-88)0
GHULL (P&HM6VSEST @hIE @ 6esTLOIL(HESLD ClaFwwliLL (H6TemsoT.

« The Reptile Conservancy Alliance’ S{6nLOLIL|L6T @)6n6mTha HL&HSLILIHID GILITeTaNLT '2aTFal6sTeuMen M &
STUGUTD’ @uwissD, 120 Briseflsv 22 wrhlevmseflsv 15,000 &).16. Liwlessil &g 2026 &bUIflsv
HlemmeuemnLLb.

* 2026 Q&6 (LPSH6V 2027 Y,&6ML 66D §26LGI6UT(TH LOTSHLHLD @) TETOTLITEUS| L|SH6TTEHILDEDILD {6T60TEU (THES (&HLD
@ 6v6ug mImLP6Y; LisT6Ifl LDMMILD &6VEVITIf] OTETBTEUT (8)(LEE (6THE (§F F)IMSHE &L L6TITLD.

* THSLOMEST BlECHTUTT FMHMIFE:LP6V (& (ANET) LommID m&s (Wmley Lo (HHE! SWITHLILEE eSauLd
6ULPMIGLD @ (B LML NgiGUITT C& 6L Fal (Hhme s Frigsld Q&luieummIs @0 MCBT
2UBTEUETNHEIDGI.

Static GK Connect

- India has three crocodilian species: the Mugger or marsh - @BEHWTal6V PETM| (LSHEM6V @)6OTMRISET: F&ILIL| Hl6v
crocodile (Crocodylus palustris), the Saltwater crocodile WPam6 (GCTTCamenLevs LIy iflen), 2 euFhi



(Crocodylus porosus) and the Gharial (Gavialis gangeticus). a6 (GCrTGasmenLsvs GLTCyTEea), siflwev /
» The Gharial is Critically Endangered on the IUCN Red List SHENTWITET (LPSHEM6V (ST WTedleny HmiCl&L 1g&6m).
and is in Schedule | of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972. * &flwev (PgHenev IUCN FleuliLjll LLiguiedley 'E&s
* India's Crocodile Conservation Project was launched in 1975 &[HlevnLw et Sifley LTSS 6L 2 6T6mg);

with UNDP/FAO support; Bhitarkanika (Odisha) is famous for aueTaN6VMI(, (LUTSISTLIL)) FLLLD, 1972-@)6bT
saltwater crocodiles.

* The Irula community of Tamil Nadu is renowned for snake-
catching skills; the Irula Cooperative was set up in 1978.

SiLLeueneseT -@)6L @ LELIMHMI6TETE).

- @BEHWmaleT (P&HemeL LITGISTUILS SLLLD UNDP/
FAO 2_geNluLe6tT 1975-@)6V Gl TLMBISLILILLG];
wuFTeller N&5T&H6lST 2 LB (L &Hen6VE: (6THE: &L
U&REUDDS).

* SLO\LDIBITLL965T @) (HEITT FeLpssld LML L1985 (&L
FenIs G LsReluDmE!; G herT sl (hlne|s shisD
1978-@\6v HImieuLILIL LS.

POLITY & GOVERNANCE | &7&FlwevenioLiL] & =y L &)

2. FSSAI Proposes Red Hexagonal Front-of-Pack Warning Labels for Packaged Foods (29 August 2026)
QuUTLLevSILLILILL 2 65516 85 (6THE () HFleuLlL IMICaHmevoT eT&&Ffl&Hemas (P& SHlemiy - FSSAI
(wesTEImifley (86101 29, 2026)

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has proposed mandatory red hexagonal front-of-pack warning
labels on packaged foods that are high in saturated fat, added sugar or salt. The proposal, reported on 29-30 August
2026, was placed before the Supreme Court in an affidavit after the Court directed the regulator to act against unhealthy
packaged food.

Blemmemm Gl&mLIL, CFF&HSLILILL FTSHHE0] 60608 2 LiL| HSH&LD 2 6T6em GlUMLL6VLSILLILILL 2 653T6)Ll
ClumpLserletT (PeoTLGSHIUN6L SLLTWILTES Fleulil] HMICHTesT sT&&flsens (WHHenT @)L Ceuesor(hLd eTesT
@b&HW 2 ewoTe Ll LIMGISTLIL| LoMMID &I [HF6T yemesoTwid (FSSAI) (PesTeImL S 6Tems).
SUCTTEHEEWILMM CIUTLLEV 2 650T6Y 6T LB5| FLEUIGENS 6T(H&ELMM| 2 &8 [HHI06TDD 2 55T NS5
QBTLIHSI, @bs Werelwmifley NFwmesnTi LSSITTS BEIETNSHSH6 HTeHSH60 OlFWIwILLLG]; 2026
&6V 29-30 Sj6Tm)| ClFWIHwimss GleueflwimesTg).

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gs 6 (p&&Hlws (Gmllisser (Medium)

* Products high in two or more of the specified nutrients of concern - saturated fat, added sugar and salt - would have to
carry warnings such as 'HIGH FAT', 'HIGH SUGAR' and 'HIGH SALT".

» The warnings would appear inside a red hexagonal box on the front of the pack so consumers can identify such products
at a glance.

 Thresholds are to be based on the Dietary Guidelines for Indians, 2024, issued by ICMR-National Institute of Nutrition
(NIN), Hyderabad.

» The move follows Supreme Court directions in a matter linking high fat, sugar and salt (HFSS) intake to diabetes,
obesity, cardiovascular disease and certain cancers.

« If notified, India would join countries such as Chile, Mexico, Peru and Israel that already use warning-style front-of-pack
labelling.

« GOIUINLLLLL 261’ | F558|8561fl60 - Blenme mm GlasmLiy, CFFsaslIULL FF&HsenT, 2 Ll - @ resor()
SI6VEVG| SIBHM(E CLHLILLEMEU HS&HLOME 2 66 GILM(HLE6T 'HIGH FAT', 'HIGH SUGAR', 'HIGH SALT'
Gurestm sT&&FflE&EMBEHEM6TS SMMhIg Gousvor(HlLb.

c @G 15N &Hen&HEH6T CILITLLVSHSH 6T (LpetTLI&HSHUT6v HleuliL] Hm|CamesorLl GILIL g8 &6 @LbGlLMILD;
@5 esTmeL HISTCeUTT G LIMFeneuuilev jeumenm HMIweVTLD.

* 6UTLDL| 3466 &6 ICMR - Ga &l 26n | 558 Himisuertid (NIN), enam&rmums GleuefluiL
'@HEHWITEEHSHSTET 2 65016 UL ST (HSH608&6T, 2024 g LiILienLuN6v HlFesoruilsssLin(Hb.



« 9H& CamLliy, Frssenry, 2 UL (HFSS) 2 L6lsmsTsmensy Biflfle], 2 L6v Li(HL6dT, @& GBmil mmiLb
&lev 4mMICH LS EHLET CISTLILUMBISSIW upsHlev 2 &8 HHeTmd SeflHs 2 SFHTeneus CSTLIHSI
@HS HLELLYEHENS.

» MIeNSSLILILLIT6V, FH0&H6TG6U TEFfSH6018 6LLg6 (PEITLISS (PSHHlenTenwLl LiweTU(hSSID Fel),
C&HAGsT, Glum, @6nGrev GuimssTm MHIT(H & (ETHL6T @ HEIWITELD @)6m6soTWL L.

Static GK Connect

* FSSAI was established under the Food Safety and * 2 euoTe Ll LUIMGISTLUIL| LDMHMILD ST HlFeserws FLLLb,
Standards Act, 2006; it functions under the Ministry of Health 2006-@56T £,I:_b FSSAI Df]gsuuuLng; S&MSTTLD LDMHM|LD
and Family Welfare and is headquartered in New Delhi. B HIDU BEVSHIMM SHEOLEFFSHSHSH6T &L

» ICMR-National Institute of Nutrition, Hyderabad, is India's @QURIEGHDEI; HEDEVEMLWSHLD Lig) Hl6ved.

premier nutrition research institute, tracing its origin to 1918 «ICMR - e W 2a1( | 555 HIMIGU6TLD, HADSTTLNS,

(Beri-Beri Enquiry Unit, Coonoor, Tamil Nadu).

« 'Eat Right India' is FSSAI's flagship movement; Eat Right
Campus and Clean Street Food Hub are its components.

* Article 47 of the Constitution (Directive Principles) directs the
State to raise the level of nutrition and the standard of living
and to improve public health.

@HEWITESNET (LPSEITENLD AT L FFEHS| 4,16
Hlm|6u6vTLD; 1918-@)6V SHLEILPBTLIg65T (FH6dTenmiflev 'GILifl-
Qufl &y wieyls Nifleurs’ QSTLBISIWG).

- 'Eat Right India’ eTetTLIg| FSSAI-@)65T (P& 63T6mLD
@u_la'sasLb; ‘Eat Right Campus', 'Clean Street Food Hub'
S FNIEMEU DIF65T LGS SH6T.

- ojrFlwevenioliNest Nifley 47 (sulflami(h)

QIBM (PEMMEETT) - ETL L FFE G| H6IT6D6U LD
QUTLDEMNSS STSHMS WD 2 WFSHSH) CLITE)
HHMHTISH0S CLODLI(H &S CouetsT(HILD 6T6oT 4T&8(S)
aulflaTL(HEmE!.

ECONOMY & INTERNATIONAL | Qlum(penmgmiyld & &ijeuGseid

3. India and Uzbekistan Elevate Ties to a Comprehensive Strategic Parthership (30 August 2026)
@nHlwm-2 ev6lugervgmest 2 mea 'aNifleumsst epGevmUmuIL LIKIS eS| 6uLnmes'
2 WSS LULLLG] (,86VL 30, 2026)

During Prime Minister Narendra Modi's State Visit to Tashkent on 30 August 2026, India and Uzbekistan elevated their
bilateral relationship to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. The two sides set a target of USD 5 billion in annual
bilateral trade by 2030 and agreed on a long-term framework for the supply of Uzbek uranium to India's civil nuclear
energy sector.

2026 gy,&600L 30 6oTm)| LNFSLF HETHS T GLOMlY &T6ikes680T (Hh &(E CLOMG&TEBITL B J&H (DML

Lwesorg SHleTCLmg), @mb&Hlwm-2 sn6lLgevgmeT @ maTLiL 2 me] ‘efifleumess epGeomuimuiL

LIS T &&Ie1Ts' 2 WFSSLILILLS]. 2030-8@E6T 680T(H @ (HSTLIL UFSS5H56ns 500 G&Tly LTeLITs
2 WISSID @6v&E) HlFesTulSBsLUILLL G| @b WmeNssr & lgenloll LweTUTL () amw)|F&SH S SIenme (S,

2 66lL&levgmestled) (Hb&) WCTesilwLD 61ULPMI(G6USHMSTEsT [H68TLET6V &L LEMLOLIL|LD

QUGS TETETLILILLS).

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gs 6 (p&&Hlws (GmlliLsser (Medium)

* Current India-Uzbekistan bilateral trade is a little over USD 1 billion; the 2030 target of USD 5 billion is a fivefold
increase.

* Prime Minister Modi was conferred the 'Oliy Darajali Do'stlik' Order, Uzbekistan's highest state honour for foreign leaders.

» MoUs were signed in mining, Ayurveda, tourism, higher education and environmental protection; defence cooperation will
cover joint development and co-production of military hardware.

* A Letter of Intent was signed for restoration and conservation of the Buddhist heritage sites of Fayaz Tepa and Kara Tepa
in Uzbekistan, linked to the spread of Buddhism along the Silk Route.



* India and Uzbekistan established diplomatic relations in 1992, after the dissolution of the Soviet Union.

* 5HCLTMS W @HSHWT-2_606lLSengmeT @(HSTLIL 6UFSHSSWD 100 Cairy LTevenrs FmHGm
STeuoTg |66 g, 2030-&8Test 500 &My LTeVT @688 Ob& LIS 2 WIFeUMEG)LD.

* QleusTIBTL(H& SHE0EVEUTE (ETHE (G 26V 6ILISIEVSTET 6ULPMIELD 2 WIflw 37&r 69)(HS et ‘el Hremedl
Gamege0s’ 69 (el LTSI GLomys ) UMRISLILILLSI.

&S0, YU FCaSLD, HMHMIEVT, 2 WFssvell LHMILD &HMHMIEF G0 LTHISTLIL U EIW &lenmasrflev
Y b&6uoTI6Y LILIHSHMISET 6086l WSS TSH60T; LUTHISTLLS SlenmUullsy @1enestThs 2 (HeUTSELD LMMILD
TTews)|6U8 S6meurLmigerfler sal (h) 2 musSH @LLbGILMILD.

« ULBHIL umems euflwims Cluers s uFeNwg)Lest CsTLTLenLWw 2 ev6ludlengmesfle soLiwimeny GgHum
OHMID Sryr Caum Cuerss LTFLUflwg SemrmseneT BLCLHSSIL LNg|&TeHs ChTeEsss slgsHb
&6 W (PSS TETTS).

* Camallwg speTMlWLD SHen6evhs LM (G 1992-@l6v @BSHIWITe|D 2 6V6lLI&SleVSTRID @ TTE&HE T
2 M6Y&HEn6T FMLI(H &S & Gl&mesoTL6uT.

Static GK Connect

« Uzbekistan is one of only two doubly landlocked countries in  + 2 60860 2 66T @\F6voT(h) '@ TLEOLE H6MIJ(GsLD'

the world (the other is Liechtenstein); capital Tashkent, BT(Hs6rfleb 2 e6ILISleVSTED)ID 66T (LOMHGIMTeTM)
currency Uzbekistani som. 69155 65T61060)L_65T); HEM6VBESIT SHTEONSHETOTL, [HITETOTLLILD

» Uzbekistan is a member of the Shanghai Cooperation 2 61GILS CFTLD.

Organisation (SCO) and the Commonwealth of Independent 2 EUOLIEVSTEIT AUMHRIGTU R5GIDLOLIL| Si6MLOLIL|

States (CIS); the 2022 SCO Summit was held at Samarkand.
 Uranium is the principal fuel for nuclear power; Kazakhstan,
Canada, Namibia, Australia and Uzbekistan are among the
leading producers.

« India's three-stage nuclear programme was formulated by Dr
Homi J. Bhabha; the Department of Atomic Energy was set up
in 1954.

(SCO) LOHMILD &&HHT BT (H&6I6sT CILITEI|HEVEUTWILD
(CIS) sy &lweummlest 2 m|Li9esTf; 2022 SCO 2 &4l
LOMBT(H FLOFSHE50TIY60 HEOLOILIMHMS.

* |6m)|LO163T 2 DLIG S S M6BT (LPSHESTEMLD 67T G LIT(TH6IT

W Gresflwid; sgaevgmedr, sesrLm, HLELNWT,

SV SCredlwm, 2 ev6lL&Slevgmesr oy dlieneu
(petTerTennt] 2 MLISSE) BT(H &6

- @bglumailes peirm-fleney SgmIFSES SILLSS
6UGHSSH6UT LTELT Gammisl G, Lumum; oiem|&F655)8
Hlenm 1954-@\6V 2 (HEUTSHSLILILLG)|.

4. India's Foreign Exchange Reserves Hit a Record USD 729.3 Billion (RBI data released 28 August
2026)

@nHlwnailest 9estesflwg Glaevmeusssil @)\ (HLIL FME6em68T Si6meuimsst 729.3 L1600 WIEST LIT6VemIF
sTLIgw15] (4,793 Byey - &4,8610L 28, 2026)

Reserve Bank of India weekly data released on 28 August 2026 showed that India's foreign exchange reserves rose by
USD 12.4 billion to an all-time high of USD 729.3 billion in the week ended 21 August 2026, surpassing the previous peak
of about USD 728.5 billion recorded in February 2026.

2026 gy 6Ll 28 gietTm CleusfluL Ll L @rb&lw flefeu suridluNesr surymhSlTs SredlesLly, 2026 &6
21-2 L6tT (PlgeusmLbs eumysslev @mbaHlwmedlest etTesfliig Glgevmeusssi] @\ (mLIL| 12.4 196veSlwiesT Lmevry

2 WHG| FTSHEN6IT Si6emeumest 729.3 LN6v60WI6sT LTevemy 6TL 19|, @8] 2026 LNLiFeuflufev Lidleumssr 728.5
L916VESIWLIEDT LITEVIT 6T60TM) (LPIHEMS W 2_F&FSHEMHS SIT6TOTLYUL|6IT6ITS].

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gsij6 (p&&Hlws (HmlLiLger (Easy)

* Foreign Currency Assets (FCA), the largest component, rose by about USD 9.5 billion to USD 591.3 billion.
* Gold reserves rose by about USD 2.8 billion to USD 114.2 billion.

* Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) held with the IMF rose by USD 112 million to about USD 18.85 billion.

* India's Reserve Tranche Position with the IMF rose by USD 26 million to about USD 4.9 billion.



» The surge was aided by RBI measures announced in early June 2026, including a special deposit scheme for overseas
citizens, which had drawn about USD 72.8 billion of inflows up to 21 August 2026.

« BIsLCILIflW FammeT o6tTesi I [HTewsT CQ1F TS5 86T (FCA) &L 9.5 Ll6veSlwiesT LTsuf 2 wihgl 591.3
L916LEON LIETT LITEVEMIT 6TLIgUIG)].

* HHISG @\ (HLIL &M 2.8 LN6VeSlwi6sT Lmeuf 2 wihgl 114.2 1N606eSIWLI6ST LIT6VITTE: 46075

* FT6UGHE BIesoT HIHWSSHILLD 2 66 FImLiL] eT(HILILFlenogseT (SDR) 112 W56060W6dT LTV 2 WIfH&)| &My
18.85 L916V6SIWI6TT LT6VITTE 2 66T

« IMF-@60 @mi&lwmelssr @\(HLILS Heuemesot Hlemev (Reserve Tranche Position) 26 L5l6vedlWesT LT6VT 2 WIFHE)
&MY 4.9 1N6VESIUIETT LIT6LTTE Y 6TTSI.

* 2026 279607 O\ TLESSHH6V flFT6u eumi NN &S HLEUIGEMSHEET - CleUsIIBIT(H 6UITLD (8 L9LDE S (6THEE T6TT
oLy emeuliys SILLLD 2 LLIL - &6 21 euen(y SO 72.8 LN6V60IWI6T L6V 6UF6em6L FFIT8S60T.

Static GK Connect

« India's forex reserves have four components: Foreign - @nSHlwimaler oyestesilwg Glagevmeusssi @)(mHLILN6L
Currency Assets, Gold, SDRs and the Reserve Tranche IBIT60T (S, FeLM)|H6IT: B6oT6vfI W [BIT6soTW Gl &FITE 5|5 856T,
Position (RTP) in the IMF. SMmigLD, SDR MHMID IMF-G6v @)(HLILIS S6LemenoT

» The SDR is an international reserve asset created by the hlemev (RTP).

IMF in 1969; its value is based on a basket of five currencies - « SDR eTetTLIg;) 1969-@)60 IMF 2_(Heums W FFeuCss
US Dollar, Euro, Chinese Renminbi, Japanese Yen and Pound

@mULE 6&Ts8]; SH6Wlés Lrevr, Wy, SFeor
QyesTidleoTLa, oliimesflw Glwiest, LN 1g6% Lisyssor(h)
SEI DB BITETITWIS FaemL U6t 2ilgLILIenLUN6L
315607 UL BlFeseruissLILHE ME].

* flEFel eumi&lg &L LLD, 1934-@)6oT &L 1935 erLIFev 1
Sierm] e eurbieh HimieuliLCLgl; 1949-@)6v
CaAWLWILTSSLILILLG|; H6N6VENLOWISHLD (LHLDEDILI.
Y560 @HSW UEBHBT .19 CHEBWE.

- ojstresilg QlFevmeuesils Sireyser flEeu eumhiguilesr
euymhH Sy Lsmerfledeury @lenewriiLsv
QleuslulLLiLi(hi&lesTmenT; Clumgieumss
Gleusiterf&&lLpenio GleuerflwimELb.

Sterling.

» The RBI was established on 1 April 1935 under the RBI Act,
1934, nationalised in 1949, and is headquartered in Mumbai.
Its first Indian Governor was C. D. Deshmukh.

 Forex data are published in the RBI's Weekly Statistical
Supplement, usually released on Friday.

5. Jawaharlal Nehru Port Becomes the World's Fastest-Growing Container Port in H1 2026 (reported
27-28 August 2026)

2026 (p56vL LTHUN6L 2 6V&l6T CEUSLOITE 6UEIT(THLD H65TCILIIEBT HI6M(LP&HLOTE Q6EUEITEVITEV
Grb(IhH HIEOM(LPSLD (L& 6NVL 27-28, 2026 M) &Hena;)

According to the H1 2026 global container port review by the France-based liner shipping research firm Alphaliner,
reported on 27-28 August 2026, Jawaharlal Nehru Port (JNPA) at Nhava Sheva in Maharashtra recorded 13.6 per cent
growth and became the world's fastest-growing container port, climbing seven places to rank 21st among the world's top
30 container ports.

NJmesTeng &H6moss Cl&mesoTL SL1LI6V CLIME (&6UTEH S i HMIeI6sTLOM6esT ' 6VLITen6vesT GleustlugliL
2026 (Lp&6L LITHIWIMesoT(h) 26088 SHeTOILUIET Glemm(Lpss LI 196dTLIG (&L 27-28, 2026 60TM)
ClEWwSHwmestg)), L&TTTaNYFTaNeT Heu CaFauTallsy 2 66T @eussFevTey CH(hH Hlenm(sL (JNPA) 13.6 568
EUETTEFIUL 65T 2 6081607 GoUSSLDTE 6UEM(HLD SH65TOILUIETT &I6nM(P&LOTE 2 (Hol6U(HSSI6TENSI; 61(Lp QL HhISE6T
(pesTCesTm) 2 6VEl6tT (PHEL 30 FIEMM(LPEHMIGEIIEL 21-618] QL HMSLI LN95SHG!.

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gsj6 (& ws (HmlLiLger (Easy)

* JNPA handled 4.40 million TEUs (twenty-foot equivalent units) between January and June 2026, against 3.87 million
TEUs in the same period of 2025.

* Its global ranking improved from 28th to 21st, bringing it close to Colombo Port, which stood 20th.
» Mundra Port in Gujarat, ranked 26th with about 2.4 per cent growth, was the only other Indian port in the global top 30.



» Growth was driven by strong Indian EXIM (export-import) demand, added terminal capacity and the diversion of some

West Asia-bound cargo to Indian ports.

« Alphaliner is a France-based research and data platform for the liner shipping industry.

* 2026 gevTeuIf] (PSH6L 2gOesT euenT INPA 44 60L&Ld TEU (@)(HLIG)I Silg FLOTEIT B{6V(8861T) 608 WITeoTLSI; 2025-
@6v @Cs sMeVSHSH6L @\ &I 38.7 VL&FLD TEU 4.5 @\ (HHSS).

* 2 eusermallw sreuflensullsv 28-6u8 QLS55 60 (HHGI 21-6u8| QLSS MG (PeTCarmlwg; 20-618] @)L&560
2 676 GISM(PLOL HIOMWPSHSHSHIM(E) H(HSB6V 6UMHS6T6ITS].

* &MY 2.4 F5688 6UTTEFWL6IT 26-618) @)L &6V 2 6T6T (&HRQTTEHSH6T (PHHITT HlenmW&sLD L (HGEL
2 60&60T (P&H6L 30 LILIg1edley @LbGILMM WMHEIMT(H @HSH WS &I6NM(LPSLD.

* 6uRY|6UTeTT @B @& G L&-mmIng CHenev, Fa(higHev (PemerTws Slmest, Com G FWm Crres &
QlEF6LaVID &Flev FITesE&6T @HSHIWIG &I6MM(PSBMHISEHEEHS S (HLILLILILLG| U E W6 6L6TTEH & G)8

SITTE5OTLD.

* ' QUEOLITEREVETTIT 6TEOTLIS| SLI1LI6V CLIME &H6UTSHSS &IMMEET6T, LNTTeiTens Semomss Cla et gy ule]

LOMMILD ST6Y SEITLOM(ELD.
Static GK Connect

» Jawaharlal Nehru Port (Nhava Sheva), commissioned in
1989, is India’s largest container-handling port; it lies in
Raigad district, Maharashtra, on the Arabian Sea.

» TEU (Twenty-foot Equivalent Unit) is the standard unit for
measuring container traffic.

» Tamil Nadu's major ports are Chennai Port and V.O.
Chidambaranar Port (Thoothukudi); Kamarajar Port (Ennore)
is a corporatised major port.

» Major ports are administered by the Ministry of Ports,
Shipping and Waterways under the Major Port Authorities Act,
2021; Vadhavan (Maharashtra) is the newest approved major
port.

* 1989-@\6L @ WISHSHH MG 6UHS 6USBTeVTev G (T
HleOm (&L (Heu Caeum) @mb&Hlwmeilest WeLGILfw
SH6OTGILULEDTI 608 WLIM(STHLD &I60M (PELD; LDSTITTE LTI
wrhlevd FrsTL meUl L &6V, HFLN&SLEeM LD
SI6MLD[HE|6TTETS|.

* TEU (@(HLIS)I Silg FLDTETT 6V()) 6T60TLIS
&6oTEILWl6oT) CLIME (&6UTE5HmS Siemad)(HIb [hlenev mesT
3I6V(S.

* SODBTL1965T CILI(HLD &M (PEMmISET - Ol &F65Tem6sTE
HIOM (P& LOHMILD 612 FIGLOLITEOTTI &I60M (LPELD
(BISBISG\); STOTTRT SIEDDWSLD (6TETTDIT)
BHImIeuesTLOWITSSLILLL GILI(HLD &I6NM(LPSLD.

* GIL(HLD GIOM (PG U EMETOTWIEF FLLLD, 2021-@) 65T S
HIM(PSMIG6IT, SHLILIEV CLITEE6UTSHS LMHMILD
BIeuLfl 6T SiemFFsHLD HlFeuHlSBHMm; 61&HeUmesT
(L&TrTaEYTT) FBEUSSH 60 UL S0 Clumm LHw
ClL(BHLD HlEOM(PSLD.

6. India Emerges as a Key Petrol Supplier to Russia (shipping-data trend reported 30 August 2026)

Ja%Wmeys &L ClLLCrmsv auLpmkIELD (P& HITLTES @bHIWIT (Q,5610L 30, 2026 9j6sTM]

Ceueflwimenst sL1L6L CUINES (S6UTSH SIS ST6])

Shipping data from the energy analytics firm Vortexa, reported on 30 August 2026, showed that India emerged as a major
exporter of petrol (gasoline) to Russia during July and August 2026. Indian refiners shipped close to 1 million barrels of
petrol to meet Russian domestic fuel shortages, with the first delivery recorded on 5 August 2026.

erflgsd) LigLiumiey himieleoms 'CouryelLaam allsr sL1L6v CLITE &S SIS SreNeTLly (L6l 30,
2026 9y6oTM)| GlFWISWITEsTS]), 2026 2IOEM6V- Y86V LTS MEISEI60 TakWwme G GILLGTTsL FMMIDS)
ClEWWD (&EHW BILTES @bHWT 2 (HoleuHhSI6Tems]. Fouwimallest 2 6THTL(H eriflGlLimmsr
LMDT&Genmenw FHSLL @bHlw &S55& KL Hleneuwmser SILLsSIL 10 ol Fuumi 6Ll GCrmensy
Sim)|UILNueTemesT; (&6 eNHICWITELD 2026 &6V 5 60TM)| LI6UT6sTS)].

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gz 76y (p&Hlws @mMluyser (Medium)

* Russia's seaborne gasoline imports rose to about 125,000 barrels per day in August 2026 as its domestic refining was

disrupted.



» Most of India's petrol exports to Russia came from the Vadinar refinery on the Gujarat coast, operated by Nayara Energy,
in which Russia's Rosneft holds a 50 per cent stake.

* India had imported record volumes of Russian crude in June and July 2026, exceeding 2.6 million barrels per day,
creating a two-way energy trade cycle.

« India's refining capacity stood at about 272 million metric tonnes per annum (MMTPA) and is moving towards a target of
300 MMTPA.

* Turkey and Morocco were also identified as overseas suppliers helping Russia manage its domestic fuel deficit.

« 2 6THTL(H &HSH&FUL LUTHSESEIULLSTE, 2026 856001960 FagiTalerr sLeveuf] GILILCTTeL @M &L
BTO\6MTTEsTM& (&) &M 1,25,000 SLLMUSETTES 2 WTHSSI-

* JOWITEY &8 mesT @ b&lwimellest QUL Crmsy FmmI&uiled ClLmHbLLES), GRTTS SLMHE&EMTUIley 2 6Ter
6uUMmig6aTITy & & H&FILL HlenevwisH e (Hhg ClFeTmg|; @ ens BT eTesTFe] @ W& EE &, 31860
Tegwmelesr Crmen6lHoolil 50 F&H6S&L1 LIMkIE, Cl&messt(h6Temg).

* 2026 2096tT-2096m6VUI6V @ HHIWIT TeUWITONLLE (HHG| FTSHEN6T H6TeNl6V - [HTG6ITTEITM)|8(8) 26 6VLFLD
FLILIME ETHE & CLo6L - BEFT eTestTblestTen W @ M& &) C\FIISS!; @) &6uTTev @)(Heulf) eTflFsHSH) 6ufsHSHes
&ME 2 (HeUTeTS|.

- @bEHlwmalerr &85 &FILILE SlmetT 60T (H &) &M 272 WlevedSlwest Gl if& Lest (MMTPA); 300 MMTPA
@evsens CHT&E HHTHMG).

* JeWITeN6oT 2 6THITL(h Tl GILIM(HET UMHMTSEGMMenW FomerfleHs 2 sallw LNm GleuefibBrL(h)
aNBHCWITEHNSTSHEMTS &I(HSS WD CIOMTTEGEHTe LD S{6MLWITETLD &T6euoTLILIL L 63T.

Static GK Connect

« India is the world's third-largest consumer of crude oil and * QWNSST LHMILD F6orme s S AHSHSI, HFFT

the third-largest refiner, after the United States and China. 6T600TGl6TOTEn LI D SLD [HI (THLD ELPSITITEUS] HT(HILD,

» Jamnagar in Gujarat hosts the world's largest single-location ELPEBTM IT6L G| Quflw &Egﬂaﬁﬂuq Lr,rr@|_b @Eg}un@m,
refining complex, operated by Reliance Industries. * (BHRITHSH6T VTOHSHE 2 6v&l6T BlaLIGILIFIWw

* In Tamil Nadu, Chennai Petroleum Corporation Limited @D QL &5S &L ueTTSHD 2 6Teng); @ens

(CPCL) operates the Manali refinery and the Cauvery Basin
refinery at Nagapattinam.

* MMTPA (million metric tonnes per annum) is the standard
measure of refinery capacity; India's strategic petroleum
reserves are at Visakhapatnam, Mangaluru and Padur.

iflemeviesTery @)6seTL6MLIFoN @)U &HSIMS).

* SOIDBITL 196V, GlFstTemest ClLILCTTeSIWLD &Lp&sLd
(CPCL) wewntel) &5\ sfILL Hlemevwisens w|b

BIs UL 6TS 60 smellifll Lihens &&H il
Hlem6VLISH ML @& EE DS

* MMTPA (&y,650T(h) 88 LB16LeSIwiesT GILLfl8 L63T) 6TeoTLIS)
&5 &FLILS SHmenett emall(Hd 1618,
@mélwmellest epGoomumw GIULGEmTedlw @) (HLIL|&siT
eNFmaLILILLg6sTLD, LOMBISe6Th (T, LIET el @)L mhigerflev
2 _6IT6I6DT.

TAMIL NADU SPECIAL | 518w () HmiiL

7. Tamil Nadu Announces the ‘'Thaimaman Thanga Mothiram Thittam' - Gold Ring for Newborns (30

August 2026)

'SMILDTLO6EST S CLomSFE SILLLD' - 3 [J& LD(IhHS HIEULDEN6ETTE: (8 L01H60 55 (6TH (5, SHhi&H
GComH b (4,860 30, 2026)

Tamil Nadu announced on 30 August 2026 the 'Thaimaman Thanga Mothiram Thittam' (Maternal Uncle Gold Ring
Scheme), under which every baby born in a government hospital in the State will receive a one-gram, 22-carat BIS-
hallmarked gold ring. The scheme is to be inaugurated on 15 September 2026, the birth anniversary of former Chief
Minister C.N. Annadurai.

2026 Q&6 30 60TM] SHLOILPHT(H 'STUILDTO6T SHhis CLTEHITES S LEHNS HMeNSHSHS]; @) &6oTLg
LTHleVE SV B T& O(HSSHI6ULDEm6sTUINED LNME EHLD GREUGIEUT(F (SLOMHENSHE GHLD 6(IH SHTTLD 6TEML|6TeT 22



SMTL BIS w&HSHenruilLliulL Smhigs GmSrb eupmisLL(HID. (LPESTETTITET (P&HEVENLDEFE &.6T60T.
Sjevoresormg | emulleot LNMBSHTeTTest 2026 GlFUILUT 15 SiesTm| @SS LD CISTLRISLILIL 2 6T6mg).

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gsj6 (p&&Hlws (HmlLiLger (Easy)

» The scheme applies to permanent residents of Tamil Nadu who deliver in government health institutions, and covers all
newborns irrespective of birth order or gender.

» The mother must be registered under PICME (Pregnancy and Infant Cohort Monitoring and Evaluation) and hold a
Reproductive and Child Health (RCH) ID.

» About 4,41,667 government-hospital deliveries a year are expected to be covered, at an estimated annual outlay of Rs
755.83 crore.

» Each ring will carry the BIS hallmark and the Government of Tamil Nadu logo; the Tamil Nadu Medical Services
Corporation (TNMSC) will procure and distribute them on a hub-and-spoke model.

* The benefit applies retrospectively to babies born in government hospitals from 22 June 2026.

* T& L(HSSI6U HlmieueTrs6rs LNFeFails@Lw SBINHTL(H BITHSTE (&ul)(HLLTETTEEHSE @SS LLD
Qummb&EILD; DL eufleng 460608 LITESI6TTLD LITTTLOE) S6D65TSH S8 (&LPHEDSHE (ETHE &L 2 flwg).

* MW PICME (&Lessf] ommib &g sesorasmessilLiL wmmi wHLSE(HS SLLLD) ey Glumm(mes
GeuetoT(HILD; @ EUTLIGILI(HEE LOMMILD (BLRTHEM S HEV6dT (RCH) SI6mLITET 6T630T @) (H&8 Gersvor(HlLb.

* 1600T(HCHTMILD SO 4,41,667 & LO(THESSI6ULDEN6STLI LNTFEUMIGH6T @S HLLSHSH6T LD 6U(HLD 6T6vT
THTUMTSESLLHIE MG 6soT(h) SIS 8188 ([H) eF.755.83 Camig.

* e261UGleuM(H CTHTSSHID BIS (WSS 60T b SLODHT(H F&lstt Hetrest(Ld @LLDGILMID; SEIPHT(H
(MGl Lessl&6T &Lpssh (TNMSC) G1&meT(pgev Gl&wig)| 'enwwib-&lener penmuiled eNbGuime s ELb.
* 2026 2TO6IT 22 (PSH6V | [T& LD(ThHESSHI6ULDENETTSH6IN6L LNDHS (SLOHENSHE (ETHE S @) FF6VI0s (LPesTCHSH UL (HILI

QuUm(mHBH&ILD.

Static GK Connect

« PICME is Tamil Nadu's online system for registering and * PICME st6sTLIg)| &L 6wl GILISTOTE 6T LMm)|LD
tracking pregnant women and infants, linked to the State's FlasmemeLl Lidle C\FIg| 865078 M650f18 (8D

Health Management Information System. éLﬂQDWLwGﬁ @gmswru_]m@ g.|sm|_o[j|_|; mn@g\)
* Earlier Tamil Nadu maternity schemes include the Dr SIS CLOEVTEEITELOS &&HEU6) S{EMLOLILIL 65T

Muthulakshmi Reddy Maternity Benefit Scheme (1987) and
the Amma Baby Care Kit (2015).

e C.N. Annadurai (born 15 September 1909) was the first DMK
Chief Minister of Madras State, which was renamed Tamil
Nadu in 1969.

» The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) is India's national
standards body, set up under the BIS Act, 1986 (re-enacted
2016); gold hallmarking is mandatory in notified districts.

@ enetTe &L (H6TeTs).

* SLONDBITL L9 60T (PHENSW STUIEHLD [HEVE S LBISET:
LTSLT (P&HGIVL& LS Qliy wasliGum 2 HeNs SLLLD
(1987), SIDLOT (GLRHENS HeL GLIET|H6V GlLILL&LD
(2015).

* &.6T60T. svoT6BOTTEI6RT (LNLIL: 1909 GlFLiLbLiy 15)
ClE6sTem 6T LOTIH6VEH60T (P&H6V SH(PS (PSHEVENLDEE;
1969-@)6v LoMHl6VLD SLOIDBT(H TevTLl GlLIWIT
WLIHOUIULLE].

s @S W &I Hljesorw HimieuesTid (BIS) - @b wimellesr
GCaFlws 57 SiemLIL; BIS FLLLD, 1986 (2016-@)6v
LMIFFENLOLIL]) S MBS G!; HMleNSHSLILILL
OMeUL L BIS6Il6V HMhIS (P&H eMTUINLED SLLITWID.

8. Tamil Nadu to Set Up a Social Justice Welfare Board; 150 Social Justice Hostels Announced (30
August 2026)

SSPHITLIg6V Fewpss 55 Hev eumiflwiid; 150 Fewss HH) aN(HH &6 SMafliiL (a6l 30, 2026)

Tamil Nadu announced on 30 August 2026 the establishment of a Social Justice Welfare Board for the welfare of Dalits, as
part of 67 measures under the Social Justice Department. The Board will provide financial assistance for education,
medical care and marriages, and 150 social justice hostels are to be constructed at a cost of Rs 160 crore.



2026 gu&600L 30 60TM), P& 5SS Glemmuilest &L HMONSESLILILL 67 HLEULYEHNSHE6I 60T 62(H LGS WITS,
56018 LD&&6TTI6T HEVED)|HBTE 'Fepd HES HEV UMD’ enL&SLILIHID 6TesT SLOIPHT(H HMeNSSHGI. &Heval),
O(HSHSI6ULD LOMMILD H)(HLOETTEHSIM (G HISH WS eULpmIGeugIL6tT, (.160 Camiy ClFsvailey 150 Fewpss B
eN(H&Hla6T s LLLHID.

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gsij6 (p&&Hlws (GmlLiLger (Easy)

» The Social Justice Welfare Board will extend financial assistance for education, medical treatment and marriage support
to Scheduled Caste beneficiaries.

* 150 hostels for Adi Dravidar and Scheduled Tribe students will be constructed at a total cost of Rs 160 crore.

» A Tribal Cultural Centre will be established in the Nilgiris to expand tribal research and documentation.

» Government school and college hostels run by the Adi Dravidar, Tribal, Backward Classes and Minority Welfare
departments have been renamed 'Social Justice Hostels'.

 Tamil Nadu runs about 2,739 such hostels serving roughly 1.79 lakh students from marginalised communities.

« ULl gwieSleoT FepssLl LiwesTTerf 8 (6Th 8 (88 &H6vall, (hSGIeus FlEFeng MMILD &) (HLO6TIT 2 5698 (& Feps
15&) 6V euMflwid Hl&luHe euLpmi(ELD.

s Y SHSTTONLF LOMHMILD LILPHI(GL9UN6TT LOTETOTEU [&(6THESHTE CILMEHSLD emh.160 Camig Clasuailsy 150 ell(h&lasrT
SLLUU(HID.

* LLPMHIG 9 uf6oT Qe mmIb gy elesrliL(hlSsHenev ellifleyu(hiss Heodflulley LiLpmiELguilest LissoTUmL (h
EMLOWILD {6MLD&SLILI(HILD.

« UHSTmellLiy, LpmiGlguesty, NHUGHSSUIULCLTT LHMID FmILTeTenoullesT H6VESI60ME6ITT6E0
BLSSLIL[HID SiraL1 usiterl MM &6veVTfl eNHS a6 'Fepas 6 e (HHseT sreorll GlLiwiy
LOTMHMLUILIL (h6TeIT6oT.

« ellerflbyblenevs sepamisenend CFIhE &LOMY 1.79 6VLELD LOMESITEUTS (6THE (88 Caemneu Gl&FIIWLD SO
2,739 ef\(hSHaeners SOPHT(H @IS GHSEMS!.

Static GK Connect

« Article 46 (Directive Principles) directs the State to promote
with special care the educational and economic interests of
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and other weaker
sections.

* Articles 15(4) and 16(4) permit special provisions and
reservation in favour of socially and educationally backward
classes, SCs and STs.

* The Nilgiris district is home to the Toda, Kota, Kurumba, Irula

* 9ifley 46 (ST (H CIBM)(WPemMS6IT) - LiLLgui6dl6or
LO&&6TT, LILPHIELguilesty LmmID LN medleusnLbs
fleNeoriflesT SH6vel LLHMILD CILIT(HET TSI
HEVEITEHEMETE FIMLIL|E HeUetTSS|L65T CL[HSHS
ST&E G, UPlETLHE M.

* Nifley&ssir 15(4) LHMILD 16(4) - &Fepss, H6vell FHlWMssL
NHUESSUIULCLTT, ULlgwiedesT&g6urT HMID
LILPTaI(& g uS60T(H & (& & FMLIL| eFHLIM(H&6n6TuLD @)L

and Paniya communities; the Todas and Kotas are Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGS).

» The National Commission for Scheduled Castes is a
constitutional body under Article 338; the NCST is under
Article 338A.

R8)|HHLEML|LD B60)(L0&H) 8 63TM 60T

« Bev&IIfl meul L& SHlev CamL, CHETEHST, (& (HLOUT,
@\(meTy, Lisssf Wy FepssmissT eumpalerment; G&HTL
MWD CHETSHST 'LB1&6 LD LITSHSELILIL &gl
LILOMBI(G198 (& (P&S&6T (PVTG) 6.

» Cadlw LIL 19160160 L& &6 Sy en6soTWILD - LNifley 338-
@6tT B MBS HTFWevenoLiL] SjenlliL]; Cadlw
LILPMaI(& Lo uSl6aTT) yemesoTwild - Lifley 338A.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY | gifjlafluwiev & GlsmiflevmiL LD

9. lIT Madras Launches 'Phiball', a New Three-Team Invasion Sport (28 August 2026)

'606BILILIMTEY' - eLp6sTm)| i 6vafl&6iT aflememuim(hid LHlw eNlenemumienL 232019 GO FTer

SINWPs&UILHSH WG] (21,8610 28, 2026)




The Indian Institute of Technology Madras launched 'Phiball’ on its Chennai campus on 28 August 2026 - a newly invented
three-team competitive invasion sport inspired by basketball but designed to need far less space and infrastructure. It was
launched to commemorate National Sports Day, observed on 29 August.

2026 956001 28 j6TM)| ClF6tTEM6TT 6UETTEHSHH60 @ HHIS CISTLHEVHIL LIS SHLPSLD (92919) GCIOLFTeN
'so6MLILIMEY" 6T60TM LSl eflememuimienL. HMI(p&LILHISSH WG] Fa6nLLILBSTED 2 HSLILILL, CLPEsT)
Siesofl&6T Gy CrrsHlev aNlemnsmwimbld @LUIGUTLLy eSlemerwiml(ph), LBl&S GHmmbHE @)L (LD

2 6THLL6nLLIL|LD CUTSILD 6T60T 61L96U6DLSSLILIL (H6ITETE. U,&H6ML 29 46tTm)| HevL L9 asLiL[HIb Caeflw
efNememwiml_(h) BTeneT (WedTesf I (h) @& ClGTLmAISLILLL ).

KEY EXAM POINTS | G5 ey p&Hlws GmiyssT (Easy)

* Phiball is played by three teams simultaneously on a circular court 26 metres in diameter, divided into three equal 120-

degree sectors with three baskets.

» Each team attacks two opponents' baskets while defending its own, and has seven registered players - four active and

three substitutes.

* The sport was developed under Prof. Sathyanarayana N. Gummadi of IIT Madras, who hopes Phiball will be to

basketball what pickleball is to tennis.

» Lower space and infrastructure requirements are intended to make the game easy for rural and government schools to

adopt.

* National Sports Day is observed on 29 August, the birth anniversary of hockey legend Major Dhyan Chand.

« 26 LBLLT eNLL(6ier el L 6ulgeu o (H&6msH60 eLpesTm| 6uflE6T 66 CBI&HS60 cosmLILITEY
afNememwim(hl&lesTmesT; 4 (H&6TD H6VT 120 LImenss Gl&mesorL et FLo LG sermaL LNf&asuL(h) epesTm)

Fa6B L6 {6mL0& S LILI(H & 65T 60T

* 66UGl6UM(TH H6TfILLD 63T FaenLenWL LITSISTEHSI850618TeseTGL @)\ 6T Feusflsefletr saemnLgHemens,
ST&EGHSIMG!; 666U (T 6xsfluNayIbd 6 (L LSley QEwwtiLlL 6FF&6iT - BTeoTE CUIT &6m&HS6v, pLpeur)

MM 657T&eT.

» yenlg Gl gmerSlest GUITTAFWIT F&WIBTTTUIESOTIT 6T60T. (HLDLOLY HenevenLouilev @lsuailenerwim(h)
2 (HUMSBSLILLLG); GClLetTen 188 &) LNGS6TLIT6L 6TLILIGGWIT, SLILILg FaemLLILHEIE &) cosMLILITEY S{6MLOW|LD

6T60T 6L HLOL|ESIMIT.

* (BEODHS @LLD MM 2 6T&HLLeNLILES CHemeu sTesTLSTV, SIFTOLILM WMHMID &L Li6iTer &6

eTeN&HTe @Qens s SHenL L1988 (LPlgU|LD.

« amm&E Ceng G Slwimest FhHlest NMbHSHTETTET &ML 29 et CHFW eNememwimL(h BT

sy sEsLUbHISIDE.
Static GK Connect

* lIT Madras was established in 1959 with West German
technical collaboration and is located at Guindy, Chennai; it
has topped the NIRF overall rankings for several consecutive
years.

« Pickleball, the reference sport, was invented in the United
States in 1965.

* Basketball was invented by Dr James Naismith in 1891; the
Basketball Federation of India is the national governing body.
» Major Dhyan Chand won Olympic hockey gold in 1928, 1932
and 1936; India's highest sporting honour was renamed the
Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award in 2021.

* eyeolg GILmeny 1959-@6v GLom g ClenyLoestlufssr
QB MA6LHIL LI &G |6MLPLIL|L6T HlmIeULILILL &I;
ClEstTement &letoTigUT6L IEMLOMHGI6TETS);
QarLygflwmssLi Liew Qievor(hlaemms NIRF
RLHCIWLISS5S STauflensguiley (LPpgHedlLLD.

* RUIILHS&GS GMILNLLU{ID NS sTUTeY
efNememwimL(h) 1965-@)6v SiGlwiflEsmelev

2 (HUMSSLILILLS).

* Fae0LLILIHemS 1891-@l6v LI&LT Goolben enpmevLils
2 (Heurs&lestiy; @bhHwmeNsr GCoHFw hHyeurs
SIEMLOLIL| - LITeNGISLLITEV 606l LILGFOk6sT ool
@bHu.

- Cugoy Hlwmet &hs 1928, 1932, 1936 6601119860
amrsE Hrissd CleussTOMF; @béHlwmallsor 2 wiflw
aflenerwiml(h) el (Hg 2021-@6v ‘G SHlwimesT Fh
&6V TG0 6T60TL GlLIWF LTMHMLILILLG).



PROMINENT PERSONALITIES | (p& &)W 4,(6THEDILD & 6TT

10. King Harald V of Norway, Europe's Oldest Reigning Monarch, Dies at 89 (28 August 2026)
2CrrUuurellsst ews s QL& wesTesTymest CHITTGe LD63TEBT) QDIFTEVL V &IT6VLDTESTITI (6uWig) 89)
(56101 28, 2026)

King Harald V of Norway died on 28 August 2026 at Oslo University Hospital Rikshospitalet at the age of 89. He had
reigned for 35 years and was Europe's oldest reigning monarch. He is succeeded by his son, who has ascended the
throne as King Haakon VIII.

GrmyGeu BITL(h) 6BTEST ADTTEVL V, 2026 QY& 6MVL 28 2465TM)| 626VE6EVIT LIGVEEM6VEH SN LD (THSE|61LD6m68TUIIEV
60T 89-615)| LWLV SHTEVLDTEOTTI. 35 46voT(H&H6T L& ClFulg Si6uf eyGrmiLITeN6T PSS L&
LDGITEOTITITE @) (HIHSTIT. SH6UTE| LD&6DT 'Lo6dT6oT ) amTCasmast VIII' 67607 4flWIem6soT 6] M) W66 Ty

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gsij6 (& Hlws GmlLiLser (Easy)

» Harald VV became King of Norway in 1991 at the age of 53, on the death of his father King Olav V.
* As a child he fled the Nazi occupation of Norway during the Second World War and lived in exile.
 He is survived by Queen Sonja, whom he married in 1968, two children and five grandchildren.

* He was admitted to hospital on 17 August 2026 and died on 28 August 2026; his son ascended the throne as King
Haakon VIII.

* Norway is a constitutional monarchy in which the monarch's role is largely ceremonial.

* HHENS LOCITEBTIT Q606U V-@)68T LDen M6 & (& L1 LM (&), 1991-@)60 &6t 53-618] UWSH60 ATV V
G yGeuuN6sT LOESTESTTITETTITIT.

* @uesorLimid 2 sv&sLl GuflesrCLITgy CHTTCouemnw BTl LienL &6 &5 Tlss0UTg|, FimieleTns @) (Hhs
iUy BILemLeL () GCleueNGuim) BT(H&LbHSI UTLPHSTI.

* 1968-@)6L 246UIJ LO6TITHS [JTevsfl CEFmesTWIT, @)(Th LN6IT6n6mas6iT LoMmMILD oh&| GLITE &HLPHEM&HS6T 2_6T6IT6uTI.

* 2026 2,86V 17 65T LO(HESHSHI6ULDEDETTUI6V H6B)(LDHSHELILILL 6L SN 28 {65TM)| SHTEVLDTESTITI;
SI6UTS| LOG60T 'LoeTenTy DT CasmasT VIII' 616t ifl Wenesot 76Ty

* CrmyGeu 6(h HTHlWevenOLIL] (PIWITLE BT(h); D6TESTI6ET LiMkiE GILI(HLOLIMEYID FDINTSTWLDTESTS).

Static GK Connect

 Norway's capital is Oslo and its currency is the Norwegian * CrmTGeuul6tT H6M6VIHEIT §6MGEVIT; HTETOTWILD

krone; it is a Nordic country on the Scandinavian Peninsula. GrmrGsugdlwest (&GrmeTT; 6lu&MevaTIGHAN WS

* Norway is a founder member of NATO (1949) but is not a SLBDHLSHV enLDHS (T CHTTIes HT(H.

member of the European Union. * GBmyGsu CBLGLT (NATO, 1949) SiemioLifNesT Hlmieuest
» The Nobel Peace Prize is awarded at Oslo by a committee 2 mILINeoT; QesTmev CTTLILNW epedTniwig 6ot

appointed by the Norwegian Parliament (Storting); the other
Nobel Prizes are awarded at Stockholm, Sweden.

» Norway operates the world's largest sovereign wealth fund,
the Government Pension Fund Global.

2 M6 Bi6v6v.

* Grruev el Lifla gevGsumealley, CrmyGeu
IBITLT(STHLOGSTMLD (6N GLTFEIMI) HILILO&(SHLD (&5 (LD6UTeV
auLpRISLILIHEMS!; wmm Crruev Lifl&gsiT srueSLesflest
6L TSCAMTLE6L 6uLpMmIgLILI(H & 6sTM6DT.

* 2 eu&le sLGILIflIWw @emmwimssorenlog Glaesvueu
bl&lwiomest ‘Government Pension Fund Global'
GrTyGsuwWmey @uissLLbHSmS!.

11. Hockey India Announces Rs 50 Lakh Reward for the Women's Team's Best-Ever World Cup Finish
(28 August 2026)

a6l 2 6vs8 Gamisnuuiley Fimbhs @LID - @bHw waeflf amme &) 9i6vofls &) em.50 VL&D
uifla (Qu86iuL. 28, 2026)




Hockey India announced on 28 August 2026 a cash reward of Rs 50 lakh for the Indian women's hockey team after it
finished fifth at the FIH Hockey Women's World Cup 2026, co-hosted by Belgium and the Netherlands. It is India's best
result at the tournament since it finished fourth in the inaugural 1974 edition.

ClueLIIWILD LMMILD CIBSFTEVMHS @) enestThg ] HLESIW 2026 FIH waeflf ammsdl 2 su&s Gamienuuiey
@& oievfl WHSTOUG @ILLD LNyS5H5m855 CISTLIHSI, 2026 24,861 28 Si65TM)] £1h.50 VL&D CIFT&&LI
ufleng amrss @bHWT HMaNSHS]. 1974-@)6V BLHS (PSH6V GCISTLIfl6v BHTesTasmeug] @LLD L9858 SHM &L
N © @&1Ceu @UGUITLigufev @mb&HlwimeNsst FIMHS &I em60TWIT(ELD.

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gsj6y (p&Hlws (Gmllisser (Medium)

* India, captained by Salima Tete, sealed fifth place with a 3-1 win over world No. 5 Germany in the 5th/6th place

classification match at Amstelveen, the Netherlands.

» Each player will receive Rs 2 lakh and each member of the support staff Rs 1 lakh.

» The 2026 FIH Hockey Women's World Cup was co-hosted by Belgium and the Netherlands.

« India's previous best at the Women's World Cup was fourth place at the inaugural 1974 edition held at Mandelieu,

France.

* Hockey India is the national governing body for the sport of hockey in India.

« g6 CLLGL semevenioufevmsst @b W iewafl, GBS TeVMHE6T 26N 6IL6v6eT6n60 HLIHS 5/6-4D @IL
6UEMSBLILI(HSH60 YL LESH60 2 60&)6tT 5-4 D Hleney eusflwimest Gl Fossflemu 3-1 6TesTm &6TTE: &6V

GleustTm| WHSTEUS| @LEHMS 2 M| CIFULISHS|.

* 66UGl6UM(H ESTTMISEN6BTE G)LD 0.2 6VLFLD, ee6ubleum(F 2 HaLI Lisssf W6 (H& &L 6.1 6L &Ld

6ULPMRISSLILI(HILD.

* 2026 FIH w&s6fly amrss 2 us8 Camliemuen 6Ll CIBSTeVMHSID @) 6n6tThHE)| HL& 6.

* L&6T 2 V858 Garlienuuilsy @bHwmaNsr (WPhHemnsw HMbH Frsener - 1974-@)6v LNmesTel st
LomevoTLg 601U LaT6v BLIHS (PSHV CISTLIfl6L HTesTSToLG]| @)L LD.

s @BSHlwmalley amrss ellenemwimlgsst CaFlw HlFeuTs HenWLIL| 'ammes @ bW 9 (&L.
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» Hockey is governed globally by the International Hockey
Federation (FIH), founded in 1924 and headquartered at
Lausanne, Switzerland.

» The Indian women's hockey team finished fourth at the
Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games.

» Major Dhyan Chand National Stadium (New Delhi) and Birsa
Munda Hockey Stadium (Rourkela, Odisha) are major Indian
hockey venues.

» Hockey is often referred to as India's traditional strength
sport; India won eight Olympic gold medals in men's hockey.

- amrsE) alleneTwmLenL 2 608 Siemellev FFeuCs s
amm&$s sl LenliL (FIH) BlFsudsSmgl; 1924-@)sv
BIMIULILLL&|; S606V6DLDWISLD &6 &[TV 6o
GeumemesT.

» GLM&EGWIT 2020 660l bL9&Hl6v @b&HIW ey
amrsE ewof] BT TeUS| @LLD LN9&HS5E].

- Gugy Hlwmest Fhs CHFAW RIS (LGl Heved))
LMHMILD LNFET (PESITLIT ATERES HITTRISLD (eHTEH6uT,
R &FT) U SHlWweneu @bHwmeNesr (P ammeseh
6DILD S TEVT MBI S6T.

- amrss @bélwmaissr Lmrouflw Lsu Wl&s
aNeM6TWIMLLITSSE & (HSLILIHISIMGI; L6
amm&SIuN6y @bH W 6Tl (h 660118 SHmigL

LS ESHMmISGEN6T 6l6L6ITM) 6T

IMPORTANT DAYS | (p&&Iw [HITL&6IT

12. International Whale Shark Day 2026 - 30 August; WTI Launches 'Save the Whale Shark' Campaign

(30 August 2026)

g76uCHF SISV &MIT H)6vTID 2026 - QY &H6VL 30; 'HlblmIgH0 Hmmeneus &rLGUmLD'
@QusssHms WTI 615 TLmIS W] (1,860 30, 2026)




International Whale Shark Day is observed every year on 30 August to raise awareness of whale shark conservation. On
30 August 2026 the Wildlife Trust of India (WTI) launched the 'Save the Whale Shark Campaign' for the coasts of
Karnataka, Kerala and Lakshadweep at an event held in Mangaluru, Karnataka.

Slmsey &M UTGHISTUL GMSS eNLPILILswTTen6eU eFHLIH &S ¢euCeuT U 6toT(HID 86 30 S6sTm)
FreuGsHe SHlllmse &M SHlesTd HenLLligssLLHEME]. 2026 &6V 30 6TM)| SHITL&Te6sT
LOMBI&e6ThIfl6V HenLOILIMM Hl&PEFUN6Y, SFHTLST, CSHF6TT LHMILD VL F&HH6 SLMHSBENTLI LI(G)E) & (6TH8 8 60T
'HOIMIGH6V SMTeneUs SILICLITLD @QUSSHSHMS @HSH W 6LTEN6VMIE HMEBSLLen6T (WTI) CGTLmkiSlwg|.

KEY EXAM POINTS | Gsij6 (& &Hlws (GmlLiLger (Easy)

» The whale shark (Rhincodon typus) is the largest fish on Earth, growing to about 18 metres and 21 tonnes, and is a
keystone species in marine ecosystems.

« Itis listed as Endangered on the IUCN Red List and is placed in Schedule | of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 - the
first fish species in India to be given that protection, in 2001.

* In India whale sharks occur along the entire coastline, with the largest aggregation off the Gujarat coast.

» The Mangaluru launch was attended by about 250 people including students, fishers, forest department officers and
officials; the campaign is supported by the state forest and fisheries departments.

» Under WTI's whale shark work 54 whale sharks have been rescued and released to date; the main threats are
unregulated fishing, vessel collision and coastal pollution.

* FlbImIse &O (flesTCamLmesT snL L) L 8lufesr W&sLIGLIflw LBebT; gomy 18 WBLLF BempLd 21 LebT
STEOLLL|LD EUET TS &g WIG]; L6V (FLP6V HeDLDLIL|&6T60T (P& 'SHerCLT6sT @)6TTLOM(EGHLD.

* IUCN &leuliyLi Ll iguwiedlsv 'ofLfleflest aflerflbLN6y’ sTesT L6en&LILIHSSLILIL (H6TEITg); 6u6tTaN6VAIE)
(UMgI&TUIL) FLLLD, 1972-@)\65T S LeueneseT |-@6v @LLbGILMMI6TETg) - 2001-@)6V @HSLI LITG|STLI6nLIL
Cumm @mh&lwmalles (pg6v st @6oTid @) &IC6w.

« @bEHwmalev HLMHSHNT (P (P6euHsy|b SHLBmIGH6V SMTeE6T smesorLiL(bhlélerment; WsLCLIFlW Fal LD
GRUTS SLMH&STUN6L SmemTliL(h&SIma).

* LOMBISE6TRH (T [H1&LDEFFIUT6V LOTETOTEUTS6TT, LBESTOUTEEIT, 6UESTSHSI6MM H6VIEUEVTEH6IT 2 6TLIL &M 250 Guiy
LRIGsMHMEDTT; M6V 6UETSSIeMM LMMILD LB6sTeL6TS SIeNME6T @)hg @)WssSH M &,
2B T6U6T 8 60T 60T

« WTI-@ett Slbimigen &mim Lissofserflest &0 @\gieuenty 54 SlblhigHev &MT&&6T BLsLUIUL(H &L6016v
efLLILL (heTemesT; e(WMIGUHISSILLTS BTl NigLiL], SLILIEL GLOTE6D, HLMHSEOT DMTE Y Hliene (P&
EFFMISHHEVESH6IT.
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- International Whale Shark Day was declared at the 2008 * 2008-@\6v Gl&F G mallssT @evevr GammevLITgsniley
International Whale Shark Conference held at Isla Holbox, BLHS FTeUCHE SHIEMIGHeV SMIT LOTHTL L6V @\HHTET
Mexico. SMaN&SLILILLE).

* The Wildlife Trust of India (WTI) is a conservation NGO * @BEH W euesTeNEVkIE HMEELLen6T (WTI) 1998-@)60
founded in 1998 and headquartered at Noida. BImIeUUILIL L UMGISTLILS SeTesTTiol S{enioliL;

» The whale shark is a filter feeder; it is listed in Appendix Il of
CITES and in Appendices | and Il of the Convention on
Migratory Species (CMS).

» The Gulf of Mannar Marine National Park and Palk Bay are
Tamil Nadu's principal marine biodiversity zones; the Gulf of
Mannar Biosphere Reserve was India's first marine biosphere
reserve (1989).

SE06VEMLOWISLD GIBTUILIT.

* SOIMIGEV &MIT (1 'sulgsL Iy 2 etorevsf]’; CITES-@)6oT
@emevorLiL] Il HMID @ DCILIWT @eot 2 uNiflesTrhigsi
LOMBTL 96T (CMS) @emesoTLiL] &6 | LommILD 1I-@)6v
@LLEUHMI6TETS).

* LDGITEUTITI 6U6M6IT(GLIT SLEVEFTT CaFluilt L migsm
LOMMILD LIME 6UERET(GHLIT SLOIDBTLIg6T (PSS SL6V
LI6VEVIUINTLI LIS S6IT; LDGITEUTITI 6L6M6IT(G,LIT

2 WNF&GsmeTs STLLISD @bHEHIwmallsr (W& 6v
&LeVEMT 2 uNFECsHmens: SmULsLD (1989).



ATHIYAMAN ACADEMY | &\ WILomesT & mLLd)

TNPSC Group 1, 2, 2A, 4 & VAO Coaching | Ph: 8681859181




