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POLITY & GOVERNANCE - 9igflwevenioliL] & g &)

Election Commission recognises Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) as a State Party in Tamil
Nadu and Puducherry

561108 GCleummM s sW&EHm8 (TVK) s81mHm[H wmmiw Lg1sCeflullsv wmblevs sl flums @rhHluis
Cai756v gy emevoTD HEISSHFSHS55]

Event date / fi&Lpe Ca8): ECI communication dated 9 September 2026; reported 10-11 September 2026

The Election Commission of India (ECI) has recognised Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) as a State Party in
Tamil Nadu and in Puducherry, after the party met the criteria laid down in the Election Symbols
(Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968. TVK was earlier a registered but unrecognised political party.
Recognition allows its ‘Whistle’ symbol to be reserved for it in both the State and the Union Territory. In the 2026
Tamil Nadu Assembly election TVK won 108 of the 233 seats it contested with a 34.92% vote share; in
Puducherry it won 2 of 28 contested seats with a 16.72% vote share.

51618 Cleumns s (TVK) Caiisev letTerTrig 6l (a1858(H LLMMILD aILpmIgE6V) o emevsT, 1968-@)s0
aNFHlealULL gEHsensrll LiHH 6FLsmaswbhHg, Hensg SIDHT(H HMID Lg1&Geflulisv wmblevs
sLAwWNs QhHlws G560 gy emevorwid (ECI) Sitifsiflggistengl. @sm @ wsiry TVK uble] Glewwlire
SL6OTTEL RSB FHHILLTG SLAWTS Q) (HHSHSH]. QHS HRIEHTTHHTEV 60T ‘aNFlev’ Fleirerrld MHleVHSHeVID
wesflwett LNFCaas5nIb 1506 @aIs&LIL[HIW. 2026 SBWHTH FLLLICLTmeus Cai565160 TVK
GumliguilL 233 QamEHseflev 108 @Lmisen6T 34.92% 665G, 568558 65T GleustTng|; L&I&C&fluflsv
Gumliguill L 28 @)L rigsrflev 2 @LmiseneT 16.72% 6UMs G F&H6ISH5HEIL65T GleusTms|.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&H\ws &mLIL 86T

* Conditions to be recognised as a STATE PARTY (any one): (a) 6% of valid votes in an Assembly election and at
least 2 Assembly seats; (b) 6% of valid votes in a Lok Sabha election from that State and at least 1 Lok Sabha seat;
(c) at least 3% of total Assembly seats or 3 seats, whichever is more; (d) at least 1 Lok Sabha seat for every 25
seats allotted to the State; (e) at least 8% of total valid votes in an Assembly or Lok Sabha election in the State.
rblevsd &L HRISHSHTTE G185 EMeT IHILIHS5en6sTa6IT (§CaHm)Ib @6tTm): (91) FLLUGUTeN6US CaT5H60160 6%
ClEF6LEVILILG WITEDT LTS (G &6 LMHMILD (HMMHSHE! 2 CLTen6Us CSTEHSH&HET; (&) HDMHEVSH 6V L&SETEn6S
GCa75H60160 6% 6UITE G &6 LHMILD FHMDHSHSE! 1 EHSHeTeneLs C&TES); (@) Cwrssl Curemeus C&mEdssrley
GODHSHH 3% 6V6VG| 3 @LEIGET — 678 S SHCLT G; (IF) IHEVESISE) @EISHSLILILL 6UCl6UT(H 25
L& SH6TEN6US GG T(EFHH &EHSGW HMMbHSH 1 @LLD; (2) CuFeneu/Wwassmenels CaTeHe060 Clors s Cla6ve|LiLgWimesT
BUTE (G660 (GembhSS 8%.

Conditions to be recognised as a NATIONAL PARTY (any one): (a) 6% of valid votes in 4 or more States in a
Lok Sabha or Assembly election and at least 4 Lok Sabha seats; (b) at least 2% of total Lok Sabha seats with MPs
elected from at least 3 States; (c) recognition as a State Party in at least 4 States.

CaHlus &8 QBISHETTSHE|6HMTeT HLIHEeN6sTH6IT (GHmID etTmI): () WaHSemenel/GLTensus CaTeHe060 4
316V6VG| SISM(S CMULL HlevEISEleL 6% eSS G &6IT LHMILD GHMMHSHS! 4 DESETEN6S C\&T(EHSH &6, ()
QMEg WEHSETEn6US CIHTESHH6I60 GOMHSHS! 2%, GHMDHSS! 3 THlevnIS6Ted (Hhg C&HIHoISH &BSLILILL

2 MILINeTTTEHLET; (@) GHOmbeE 4 WIblevrkiserflev MHlevd &L& BIESHTILD.

* Benefits of recognition: a reserved symbol that no other party may use in that State; free broadcast time on
Akashvani and Doordarshan during general elections; a copy of the electoral rolls free of cost; and only one
proposer needed for a candidate’s nomination (instead of ten).

DUMBIESMTSHH)60T LIWIGETS6IT: 3DLMH6VSH 60 Goum) 6TH&H S LW LIWeTU(HSHS (LPlgWiTs ¢85 8 LILILL
HevrevtLd; QLG5 CoTsH60861fletTCLITS Y smaneumsssil & HTTHTaussflev @eveus eeflurliL) CHTLD; euTsSmeTy
UL LgUI6D @6veus HE6v; GeULL|en)|6| s E) LUSHaIsE L LdHeuns G e(m (westelomfluieu GLimg)b.
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* Legal basis: recognition and symbols are governed by the Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment)
Order, 1968, issued by the ECI under Article 324 of the Constitution read with the Conduct of Elections Rules,
1961. Symbols are of two kinds — reserved (for recognised parties) and free (for others).

FLL SJgLILIenL: HEISSTI(PLD FleiTetTmis ETHLD CHIH 6V FledTeoTmhs: 6l (68158 (H) & 6ULPMHISEV) Qi emevor, 1968-
460 HFemTuN S sLILI[HEeTmET; @6ng HrdlwsvenwliNesr Nifley 324 wHmIb CaHFH6L HLEMS aflHlssr, 1961
SiglitiemnLuilev ECl QeusluN(HlEIma). FleoTerTris6T @)(H 6Uens — 8IS SBLILILLem6U (hifasiflasasLlilL
HLF & (Eh8E) LHMID GleveUdFE FlesTeoTRISS6IT (LIMMEUTSETHS(E)).

* TVK background: founded by actor Vijay and registered with the ECI in February 2024. The Tamil Nadu
Legislative Assembly has 234 elected seats; Puducherry has 30 elected seats plus up to 3 nominated members.

TVK Nesrevtevsfl: pluysi eflggul srLmidlwg); igeufl 2024-@\sv ECI-ullev ubley ClawwtiLilLg|. SWOLPHT(H
FLLUGUTemeuUI6v 234 GBS HIGsUULL @LRssT; LgFGaflulish 30 CaIhols[H\SasLILILL @)L hIS6T HMmILD

SIS SULFLD 3 Hlwest 2 MILIL6T &6
Static GK Connect

Election Commission of India

Constituted on 25 January 1950 under Article 324 of the
Constitution. A permanent, independent constitutional body.
Originally a single-member body; multi-member since 1
October 1993 (one Chief Election Commissioner and two
Election Commissioners). 25 January is observed as National
Voters’ Day.

Articles on elections

Part XV of the Constitution (Articles 324-329) deals with
elections. Article 324: superintendence, direction and control
of elections. Article 325: no person to be ineligible on grounds
of religion, race, caste or sex. Article 326: elections on the
basis of adult suffrage.

Recognised parties in Tamil Nadu

State parties long recognised in Tamil Nadu include the DMK
(founded 1949 by C.N. Annadurai), the AIADMK (founded 1972
by M.G. Ramachandran), the PMK, the MDMK and the VCK.
Recognition is reviewed by the ECI after each general election
to the Lok Sabha or the State Assembly.

@Sz Cxime ayememmuid

SizFlwevenioliest Nifley 324-@\est &HLp 25 wevteuif] 1950-@)60
SIOWESLILLLE|. HTHST, SEWEnSFWIT6sT HFFlUIevenLoLiL|
SienliL. CQBTLESSS 6L enenm 2 mILINeT) HenwLiL]; 1
S1&CLTUF 1993 (W&6L Liev 2 MILILN6rT) HemLoLiL| (6R(h
HM6VE0OLS CHTH6L yemestT & @) CHTSH6
SUEETTWITEET). 25 eteulfl Ca&W eums & TaTy SlesToms:
SienIFfl&EsIUHE DS

Caiis6v Gl mLumsst L iflayssiT

Sirglwevsnw et LGS XV (1NiflegssT 324-329) CHiH6086iT
ummlwgl. Nfley 324: Carsevserfle GmUTTena,
auflamiLey, sLHuum@h). Nifle) 325: bgib, @6TD, &),
LIMeS)60TLD SITI6soTLONS WIM(HLD & &S UNL&&H&saLTS]. LNifle]
326: suw g ubEHT 6ums & flemouilest SgliLienLuisv
Caig60.

S1LPHTLIY60 SmIEsfEsLULL &L T

SLONDPBTL 1960 [BeToTLSTEVLOTE HEISSfl&aLILLL THeVs
SLEG6T: H)(Lpss (1949, &).6T60T. {6TOTETOTTHIDNT), S (LPS
(1972, e11d.g). pDEFHET60T), LITLDS, & (s, 9 &.
@6UClEUM(H L&&6Ten6L/GLITemalll GILITE|S CoHTHI5E)L
Mm@ ECl Srssmygsens wmlay,ile] QFWSms!.
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Operational Guidelines for DILRMP 3.0 launched — Central Sector Scheme 2026-31 with a
¥565.50 crore outlay

DILRMP 3.0-s&&mest Glgwesvumi(h) suflsmi (b Qb wenmaseir Gleusflui{h) — ¥565.50 Gasmig

RBIHEL(HL6dT 2026-31 W5HH WS GlenMS S LLD
Event date / Hl&s1pe Ca8): 10 September 2026 (New Delhi, hybrid event)

Union Minister for Rural Development and Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare Shivraj Singh Chouhan launched
the Operational Guidelines for the Digital India Land Records Modernisation Programme (DILRMP) 3.0
on 10 September 2026 in New Delhi. DILRMP 3.0 will run as a Central Sector Scheme from 2026 to 2031 with
an approved outlay of ¥565.50 crore and 100% central funding. The new phase moves beyond isolated
databases to a GIS-enabled ‘Land Stack’ that links maps, registration records and land disputes through secure
APIs.

WHH W 258 euems&) wmHmID Ceusmmessrenio & afleusFmuNG6iT HeVSGHIENM JeOWEFFT Hleurmgy Fkl &6 s medr,
10 QElLbLT 2026 2i6oTm) LGIHsv60uflev 19231 L6V @\bHIWIT 516V 4,611653TIEIS6IT [H61T65TLOWILDITE 86V HILL LD
(DILRMP) 3.0-8 8 mevt GlawevimL (b suflami () Qpmlpsnmasener GleusfluliLmy. DILRMP 3.0 2026 (p&6v
2031 susniy SHH WS FIeME HLLLoNs T565.50 Camg @555 (HLetT, 100% waHlw HlHlujseilujLesr
QEwevu(hb. &Heoflg g 601 HT61SHSHEMMRISEN6TS ST6vTly, EUEMITLILMIGET, L6 U eI6TITRISET, 516V 618 &8 606
urgisriumer APl sufluins @ emesors @ GIS SjigrinenLullevmest ‘GsvesaTL eVLITE’ 2 (Heum&&LIL(HILD.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gsijey (pa&lws GmILIL 86T

¢ Universal Bhu-Aadhaar (ULPIN): nationwide rollout of the Unique Land Parcel Identification Number — a 14-
digit unique identity assigned to every land parcel in India for parcel-level identification in land administration.

yesfleugaev L,-u,5my (ULPIN): sesflgi6u ihlsull LGS SemLwimer eTesst HT(h (LP(W6USID 6vL(HSSIL(HID —
@néHlwmailes speubleum(m Hlevll LGS &G0 euprisliu{hib 14 @levssss 56ufls 8 61 SienLmeTLD.

Registration Seva Kendras: 75 high-footfall Sub-Registrar Offices are to be upgraded into modern Registration
Seva Kendras, modelled on Passport Seva Kendras.

ugbley Creur CaombEINHISET: 35S DESET 6U(HLD 75 SFMT-LSIEUTETT SI6VIU6VSEISS6T LITeCUTTL Gaeurm
CabHrmhisensT (errHlflwumss Glamesor(h) meler LbHley Caour CanbalTmigsmTa GL[HSSILIHILD.

¢ Achievements of earlier phases: 99.90% of Records of Rights (RoRs) and 97% of cadastral maps have been
digitised; about 99% of Sub-Registrar Offices are computerised. RoRs are village-level ownership and possession
records; cadastral maps are parcel-based survey maps.

whensw sLLnseflssT Fngenenssei: 2 flenwl uSlGCauhlserfleéy (ROR) 99.90% wmm)b Hlevs LGS
susnyULmIs6rflev (cadastral maps) 97% Ll LeVWIOTSSLUILIL(H6TeTesT; &lomy 99% &iy-LgeuTsTiy
SINEUESMISET SevoflesilownmesLILIL (h6iTemeoT. ROR eTetTLIG] ST emallevmest 2 flenin & SisniLieult L Geau(h);
cadastral map erssTLIgy [Hl6VL1 LIGE lgLiLienLulevmsst emeSL(h) euenFLILLD.

* RCCMS and NAKSHA: a paperless Revenue Court Case Management System (RCCMS) will be integrated with
land records for dispute handling; the NAKSHA pilot for modernising urban land records has been completed.
RCCMS wmmid NAKSHA: 156V 6115 & &6M6TE: 6n&WITET STHSLMM 6u(HeUml IHL06sTM 6uLp s (& GLoevmessTremLo
2l6moLiL] (RCCMS) hlev o611650TEIS (STHL 6T @)6n6taTaSLILI(HIWD; HSTLILM 16V 246116T0TMHRISE06IT [HE65TLOWILDTE (FLD
NAKSHA (pstTGeorTig g HILLLD HlenmeUsnLIHSI6T6TS).

¢ Administrative framework: DILRMP is implemented by the Department of Land Resources under the Ministry
of Rural Development. Funds are released performance-linked through the Public Financial Management
System (PFMS). ‘Land’ is Entry 18 of the State List in the Seventh Schedule.
bljeunss giemLiL]: DILRMP-g; 2enyss eUemij&E] Oemaaas 5 S)eot £(L6Ter [hlev auems glemm
CrweLhSs1EMGI. HS Clumg) H&) Gevumesstenio 9enwLiL (PFMS) aufluims ClEwsvSmest igliLienLufsv
euPRISLILIHE MG FLmaug| SiLLeusnesoruilev ‘Hlsuld’ omblevll LLigwiedlsesr 18-gy618] 2 6T6rf(h).
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Static GK Connect

DILRMP

Launched in 2008 as the National Land Records Modernisation
Programme (NLRMP) by merging two earlier schemes —
Computerisation of Land Records (CLR) and Strengthening of
Revenue Administration and Updating of Land Records
(SRA&ULR). Renamed DILRMP in 2016 and converted into a
Central Sector Scheme from 1 April 2016.

ULPIN / Bhu-Aadhaar

A 14-digit alphanumeric identifier for each land parcel, based
on the geo-coordinates of the parcel and derived from
international standards (ISO 3166-2). Launched in 2021 and
often called the ‘Aadhaar for land’.

Land records in Tamil Nadu

Tamil Nadu maintains land records through the e-Services of
the Commissionerate of Survey and Settlement and the
Registration Department. Key documents include the Patta
(record of title), the Chitta, the Adangal and the Field
Measurement Book (FMB) sketch.

DILRMP

(PHENSW @)(H HILLBEIGHEN6T — 560 Y 66TITE
&eutflevflowiome&6v (CLR) LHMID 6u(HeUTU HF6euTeSHems
UILILI(HSHHIHEV & 516V QYAIETTRISGEN6ITL L&ILILN & 560
(SRA&ULR) — @\ememorsgl 2008-@6v GCa W hlev oy el6sT
BeSesTOWITE &6V &LLms (NLRMP) Qs mLmkisliulLg]. 2016-
@\6v DILRMP er6srL1 Qliwiy wmmmUil(h 1 eLigsd 2016 (pgHev
L&H WS Gl HLLLOTEOTE).

ULPIN / U,-S4,8miy

6UGleUM(H HleVLl LGS &G0 Sigeor Ljal-

S WIS6STem6v6| &6 6T lgLiLienLufev sulpmisLLI(HID 14
©)6VES 6T(LPS G |-6T6TIT SIEMLITEITLD; FFeUCHEFSH
srblemevuileSlmbal (1ISO 3166-2) ClumLiLCLg|. 2021-@\6v
QaTLRISLILLLE; ‘H6V&HE|&ETeT ST’ 6TesT
Sien&sLIUHEME.

SIBIDIHITL 196V [H16V 2,611655T IS 61T

SOIDPBTL 96V [Hl6V QL6LETTTRISET [H6V6TEme &
Hl6v2_6nL60LS S L QYEMETOTWITELD HMILD L6 s
slenmuiletr LletT-CaemeuUss6T euLPlWITEL
LTl &8 LI (H &) 6dTM6DT. (P& Y 66T 6IT: LILLIT
(2_flenoll ublay), FILLT, SILMISEY, LjeV smemeull LS GeuL (b
(FMB) euemyLILLD.
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DEFENCE & NATIONAL - ungismiL & Ga&lwibd

IIT Ropar signs MoA with the Army Air Defence College, Gopalpur, for an M.Tech in Defence
Technology

UMEISTUILS 615mLSleVHIL LIS S 6V 6T1D. 6L, LILLLILIQLIL|&8&TES CaHITLITeVLLT [JTesn|6u eumssTeuLfIL
UMSISTLILE Se0aVTflu|LesT g3golg Crmuly eLILHSLD

Event date / hlsLpe| CaH): 10 September 2026

The Indian Institute of Technology (lIT) Ropar, Punjab, and the Army Air Defence College (AADC),
Gopalpur, Odisha, signed a Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) on 10 September 2026 to offer an M.Tech
degree programme in Defence Technology to Indian Army officers. The agreement was signed by Prof. Rajeev
Ahuja, Director of IIT Ropar, and Lt Gen Amit Rao, Commandant of the AADC. Officers undergoing the Long Air
Defence Course will be able to earn the degree, with IIT Ropar faculty acting as dissertation mentors and providing
laboratory access and online/offline lectures.

10 QEuLU 2026 26Tm), LIEHEFTLI6L 2 6Ter @ihHlwis C15mflevhIL LIS &8 (ggolg) Grmuiy HMmILD
@psTeller GamumeuLLiflev 2 6Tl Tesm|eu eumesTeuLSILI LIM&ISMLIL S &6veViTifl (AADC) oy flwenel, @bEw
Tt 6U HH S TS (6THE (& LUMSBISTLILS G1SMLlevmI LIS 6V 6T1D. ClL8. LILLLILIgLIL] eupris LiflhglesTiiey
RUUBHBHHH6V (MOA) 080\ W (P& SILL6oT. yenig Grmuy @wsEnT Guipm. Frgieu gjamegm wmHm(b AADC
H6m6V6UTT GleVLILg6BTEoTL. G1ZQ6BT6V SIS e RUILIHS S H)60 60&H0IW(LD&H S L6TT]T. H6ToTL& M6V 6umesTeuLSILI
urgismiLl uunH&A umib HsTfleser @LULLLSmSL GlumeuTid; gogoly Grmuly GumHNwFassT o uiGeuL (b
ULl ML &H6mTTEHE ClFWevLI(hleur; i6us a0)|86v, ChiTly/@enesoTwouLl 61(&LIL|&6T euLpmhisLILI(HILD.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&H\ws &mLIL 86T

* The programme is aimed at officers of the Army Air Defence (AAD), the arm of the Indian Army responsible for
protecting airspace and vital assets from aerial threats. AAD became a separate arm of the Indian Army on 10
January 1994, carved out of the Regiment of Artillery.

@55\ LID premieu eumesteulfl LMGI&TLL (AAD) SH & T8 EhH&S 8T — eUmeiTeUL] &5 8 M85 560861160 (HHE
sUTESTUTLIEDLIWLD (PSS ClETsH5ISemeTLD LTgSmsEGL0 @nhHw rranieuls Nifle]. AAD, Srm&ll uenL L
WfleNeS(mba Niflésliul(h) 10 gevteurfl 1994 oyetm| @ bW FremsusHlet Hesflil L ifleumesta).

* The MoA builds on the earlier December 2022 MoU between IIT Ropar and ARTRAC / IHQ of MoD (Army) for
academic collaboration in defence technology.

@bs @UUBSLD, UTHISTLILS CISTIHHILLS &606M8 Fal LTesTensss s el G (ke @&LLw ARTRAC /
UMSISTLIL] S60L0EFHS5SH)6T FTeT0)|61E &H6Mn6VenLolsH S 518 &L QoL G &Ly 2022-@)60 gFmULL
UAbglewtiey ULbesSH 6T Q&TLFEH.

* lIT Ropar was established in 2008 at Rupnagar (Ropar), Punjab, as one of the eight new IITs announced under the

Eleventh Five Year Plan.

gogoig Gmuy 2008-@)6v LiEhFmLileT epLmBssflsv (Crmur) HimieuliulL gl; LSGlesTIesTmITeu g goih s mesot(h &
S LS H6tT £ MleNsLILLL 6T (H LHWw eoenlgse6rflev epsdTml.

* Exam angle: such civil-military academic tie-ups support the Government’s Aatmanirbhar Bharat push in
defence and the National Education Policy 2020 emphasis on multidisciplinary, work-integrated higher education.
Caijeys HevoTG6TOTTLLID: @) &5H6M& W (5L96M0-TTew) 618 SH6V6NS Fal LTESTenLO&6T, LIMTGISTLILS &lenmuiley
SITFletT QLBWHITUT LIMTS (PWMHH&EGW, LeTPas Glenm SMibha Liewl-@enesThs 2 wiissvellsasmer Ca&lwsd
s6vails CameTens 2020 aUeSlLMISHNISE LD GlemesorLflHleTmenT.
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Static GK Connect

Army Air Defence

The Corps of Army Air Defence is headquartered in New Delhi
and its main training establishment is the Army Air Defence
College at Gopalpur, Odisha. Its equipment includes the Akash
surface-to-air missile system and the ZU-23-2B and L-70 guns.

Indian Army training institutions

Key establishments include the Indian Military Academy
(Dehradun, 1932), the Officers Training Academy (Chennai,
1963), the National Defence Academy (Khadakwasla, 1954),
the Army War College (Mhow) and the Defence Services Staff
College (Wellington, The Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu).

ARTRAC

The Army Training Command, raised on 1 October 1991 and
headquartered at Shimla, Himachal Pradesh, is the Indian
Army’s apex body for training policy and doctrine.

Jes|6u eumesTeuLSILl LIME|SITLIL]

Jesleu eumesTeULSILl Lmglas Ty LienL LN fledesr
SENEVEDIWISID L|FIH6060); (&Sl LuliH &) HlimielesTid
wl&Fmelletr CaHTLTELLL60 2 66T [FTesnI6U eumetTeuLSIL
LIMGISTLILS S606VITIfl. QL8613 [66VLD-EUITEDT 67618 65)6TT
Sienwliy, ZU-23-2B, L-70 Syradlser ofwensu @) &6t
SH6ITEUML IS 6IT.

@S presyieult LUNMHE HImieesTEISS 6T

(P&EW HIMI6UTRISET: @HSIWL FTas)|6s &0V
(GLpmEstt, 1932), odlamiflser LuNH&Els sLpsb (ClasTenest,
1963), CaAWLI LTgISTLULES &LP&LD (SL&eUTsv6euT, 1954),
gresleult GUITFe &6veVITif] (GIeT), LImgI&miLL LIenL &6
uessflwimey &6v6uifl (GQeuedImIL6tT, Hevdlifl, SLODBT(H).

ARTRAC

greieult LUNHF S sl Lensmwisd (ARTRAC) 1 o&GLmUl
1991-@\6b 2 (HEUTSHSBLILILLG]; H6M6VENLOWISLD @LOTEF6vL
NyGaasHler Flbevr. @mbEHw Fremeud e LuNHE s
QameTens & CamLiUTL (HEHSHT6T 2 58 SienLLiL.
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ECONOMY & INTERNATIONAL - Glum(henmsmy & &FjeuGs&id

FASTag ‘One Tag’ launched — users can now port the issuing bank without changing the
sticker

FASTag ‘ep6iT CL&’ CSMLESLD — 6VIg8&&H60T LTMHMTGeVGW auLpmIE LD 6umkiSlenwl
Lo M) & 6l & M6ITEITeVITLD
Event date / fl&1pey Ca8): 11 September 2026 (Global Fintech Fest 2026, Mumbai)

Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari launched the ‘One Tag’ system on 11
September 2026 at the Global Fintech Fest (GFF) 2026 in Mumbai. The facility lets a FASTag user change the
backend issuing bank without removing or replacing the physical sticker on the windshield — working much like
mobile number portability. Porting is done digitally through the NHAI’'s Rajmarg Yatra mobile app, retaining
the same tag, Tag ID and vehicle number. It is a joint initiative of IHMCL (NHAI) and the NPCI.

WwHH W Fmensvll GUITE @ 6UrsH 5] & ClIb(H(EHFTEN6VE Gienm Sienw&eT HlHler &L ssifl, 11 Gl 2026
Si6TM| (PO HEnLCILMHM 2 svasemmaill colNesTCILE afllpm (GFF) 2026-0)6L ‘epett GLS’ (Wemmen s

QB TLRI&) m6USSTT. SHevoTerTTlg U6V 6ol L LILILL 60Ig&&6e0T HSMMMLGeV rHmrGeur, FASTag LiweoTy
6ULPMEI(GLD eumsiSlenwl LTMHM&6STETET @& auflelGSSE Mg — emaCLE stevor CUTTLLLNES 19 CLITETMG)!.

G & lw B (H) (EhFTensv QY ememTwigSlest (NHAI) prggomys wnsym 6l&wed eufluims 9ol ev (penmuiley
GumiL QlEwiweumd; oG CLE, GLE lg, eumssesT 6TesoT GISTL(HLWD. @& IHMCL (NHAI) wmmib NPCI sal () puwme.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gg ey (p&Hws Gl g6

* What is FASTag: an electronic toll collection system that uses Radio Frequency Identification (RFID)
technology to deduct toll automatically from a linked prepaid wallet or bank account. It was made mandatory on
national highways from 15 February 2021.

FASTag eTe5TIT6V 6T6BT60T: (©)6m650TE 5 LILILL (LPEOTLIETITLI LIGTOTLIEnL {60605 6UMIS S &H6toTe&160|(HHE) &g
SLLeTTSEMNSS STeornall Nigshs CriGuim giemsvauflens SiemLwimens & mlevmILLISens (RFID)
vwesTU(h &SI LletTenTemn)| Srmhigseuifl 61(&:60 (Wemm. 15 Lgeurfl 2021 (W&60 CaHFAW Gb(H EHFTEnVS6I60
SLLTWWTSSLILLLE].

* Key figures: about 13 crore FASTags have been issued in India and digital toll collection now covers more than
98% of national highway user fees.

(WE&&EW eTevoTas6iT: @ HEHWmailey siomy 13 Gasmig FASTag-&6T sulpriss it (heTemest; CaEw Qb (HEh&memney LIty
&L L6TTRIS611160 98%-8 (51D GLo6L 19811 L6V (PemMUIN6L 61 (FHH60&HSLILIHE DS

Before One Tag: a user wishing to change banks had to close the old account, buy a new tag and scrape off
the old sticker. One Tag removes all three steps.

ep60T GL&-(88(8) (P6edT: suridlenww mmm e (HOLNW6UT LIenLpW S65aTEhemss eLply, LSl GL& surmig), Liempwl
eIy s Eenly 2 flea Goustiriguil(HHoHaI. @6t CL& @DELpesTm] LilgSeneTwd 58 &S ma).

Toll reform targets: the Government aims to cut the average waiting time at national highway toll plazas to under
10 seconds by the end of the current financial year, and NHAI is developing an Al-driven barrier-free (free-flow)
tolling system. Multi-Lane Free Flow (MLFF) tolling was implemented at a Mumbai plaza on 11 May 2026.
smiseallfl FTH(HSHS @ 6vEEH&s6iT: BLLIL| HlHwmesor(h @miHs@6T Cadlw Glb[H EHFTEM6L SFihisE FTeulgserlsy
Frmaifl e LY CrrsHens 10 afleoTiTigs (6ThE (G 6T GemLILIG| HTFleT @svsE; NHAI QFwmens miesoressrniley
FMjhs HenLwmm (free-flow) amiseuifl (penmenw 2 (HeumsE euhE me]. 11 G 2026 Si6Tm) (WLDEOLIUN 6(H
Freuigu9ev Lisv-euLfl SemLwmm (MLFF) siiseurf] ((pemm evLHHSLIULLS).
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Static GK Connect

NHAI

The National Highways Authority of India was constituted by
the NHAI Act, 1988 and became operational in February 1995.
Headquartered in New Delhi, it functions under the Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways and is the nodal agency for
developing and maintaining national highways.

NPCI

The National Payments Corporation of India was set up in 2008
as an umbrella organisation for retail payments, under the
guidance of the RBI and the Indian Banks’ Association. It
operates UPI, RuPay, IMPS, AePS, BHIM, NETC FASTag and
NACH. Headquarters: Mumbai.

Global Fintech Fest

An annual financial technology conference held in Mumbai,
jointly organised by the Payments Council of India, the
National Payments Corporation of India and the Fintech
Convergence Council. The 2026 edition was its 7th and was
themed ‘Potential to Impact: Agentic Al, Tokenisation,
Quantum’.

Ca&lw QI (H)(6hEFTEBIEVE6IT 2,65165BTLLILD

GCaHw Gl (H) EHFTEN6VEET yemetoTw FLLLD, 1988-@)6tT LD
Slen& s LUl (H Nireufl 1995-@lév QEFwsiLLs
QBTLRIA WG| H60606MOWSLD L|5|H6060); FmemevLl
GuTsEHeUTSHS| & QB[ (EHEFTENEV HEMFFHSHH 60T SHLp
QUG Mg CaHFW Gl H EHFTENEVEHENET 2 (HEUTE S
LT fl&EGLD (PSETTENLD HeMLOLILY.

NPCI

@hSHIW CoHFlws s LesT &LpsLD 2008-@l6v Flevsvenm&

&L 6T0ThI (6THESTETT (8601 HeMLOLILITS, flFTeu eumis) &
@S 6UMmIE &6 FMmISSHS6T UL ST (H 569160
Siem&sLILLLG|. UPI, RuPay, IMPS, AePS, BHIM, NETC FASTag,
NACH oy &lwsumenm @IS EGE MG He06V6MOWISLD: (LPLDEBILI.

2 susemmailul coL9165TCIL & eflipm

WPenLIUNY esoT(HIESTMID HemL LMD HIHS ClSmevm|L LI
WIBT{H); @b&Hws s Lesr esTmLd, NPCI, solNeTClL &
H60T6UTGIZ60TEN &6 60TEI6V @)6m6toTIH| [BL&&|Sl6tTm60T. 2026
L& 7-gu6u8; &(HLGILIM(HET ‘Potential to Impact: Agentic
Al, Tokenisation, Quantum’.

NPCI launches NFC-based ‘UPI Tap & Pay’ and the Al-powered ‘My UPI’ platform
NFC 9jglitenLuilsvmsst ‘UPI Tap & Pay’ ommiib ClFwmenss mievoressrniley smjbhs ‘My UPI

s6emsem5 NPCl Qg mLmiSlwg)
Event date / fl&1pey Ca8): 10 September 2026 (Global Fintech Fest 2026, Mumbai)

The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) unveiled UPI Tap & Pay and the Al-powered ‘My UPI’
platform on 10 September 2026 at the Global Fintech Fest 2026 in Mumbai. They were launched by RBI
Governor Sanjay Malhotra. Tap & Pay uses Near Field Communication (NFC) so a customer can simply tap

the phone on a POS terminal — it works even when the phone has no active mobile data, because the terminal
supplies the connectivity, and is PIN-free up to ¥5,000. My UPI is built on NPCI’'s own small language model FiMI
(Finance Model for India) and gives a single dashboard of UPI transactions and AutoPay mandates across banks

and apps.

10 QELLF 2026 26TM)| (PLDemLIUN6L HEmLOILMHM 2 evsemmaliw solfl6sTEILE afllpm 2026-E)sL @b w
CaHlws s Levor s1ps10 (NPCI) UPI Tap & Pay mmib QFwmens missoresrmley &TiHs ‘My UPI” s6rs6e05

SN WPsLULHSH WS fEFFeu eurkifl S EHBHT FEhHEFW eLCaMTHTT @einenns CIGTLEIE eneugssTy. Tap &
Pay oymamens G1smLiL (NFC) QamiblsumLGemsL LweTU(HSHSIH M — sumgshenswmsry snsGLlenw POS
&(HeNuN6L HL 1gesTmeL GLITEILD; emaCGLFuilev By @emesorLiL] @evsumeSlLTey|b @ik, gblessilsy & maGw
@enstTlienU eUHEIGEIMS); T5,000 eusnriy PIN Cgemeauuilsvemsv. My UPI NPCI-@\6it Glgmhg #m| Gl
wr&lflwmest FiMI (Finance Model for India) 165 L LenwaslLLLE); LVGeum| eurbif s & Glawedssiflev 2 erer
UPI uifleuj& s enenrase, ol CLTGCL 2 snetsrasenstt @G @)L gHl6v STL(HHMmE!.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gz e (p&Hlws (&mMILIL 6T

¢ UPI Tap & Pay: contactless payment at a point-of-sale terminal using NFC. Removes dependence on QR scanning
and on the customer’s own internet connection; PIN-free for small-value transactions up to ¥5,000.

UPI Tap & Pay: NFC epeuid eflmLienesT BHleneviis &mHallullsy ClemLms &L Lesorid. QR evGaeit GlEialsng b,
6UMl&60&WIT6TIf 68T Cl&FMHS @)6n6TL @ enestTLIenLILLD FTFHE)(HEHES CouesoriywifHlevensy; 5,000 susnuisvmsst Flm|

uifleufsseneTa(EhHeE PIN Caenelulsvene.
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* My UPI: an Al assistant and unified dashboard that consolidates a user’s UPI transaction history and AutoPay
mandates spread across multiple banks and Third-Party Application Providers (TPAPSs).

My UPI: L6y 6Urai&)&6iT LommILd eLpesTmimd SILiL Glgwed) supmii@misssiilsv (TPAP) Lipafluysmsm LiwlsoTiflesT UPI
ufleuF&sen6T euFeVTM| LMHMID UL CLITGLI QL 601658TEHEMEIT 62 (H I H601650T8 (LD O\FWINH6M S [H660T6s0T1I 6

2 gaWmeTy & (HhSlenestThs SLHILLTL(HS SHlenr.

FiMI — Finance Model for India — is NPCl’s indigenous small language model trained for Indian financial use-
cases, supporting conversational, multilingual interaction with payment data.

FiMI (Finance Model for India) eTeoTLIg] @b W HISIL LiwssTUT(HSEHSSTSL LUNmHmeNssLulL NPCl-@er C&Fmhs
Am) Cmfl rHf); LTS ST6eyL6tT 2 enrwmLsL eulfl, LTI M CHTLImL U 5 fEHE S

UPI basics for exams: the Unified Payments Interface was launched by NPCI on 11 April 2016; it is built on the
Immediate Payment Service (IMPS) and allows multiple bank accounts to be operated from a single mobile

application using a Virtual Payment Address (VPA).

Cxiyeyssmest UPI 919LiLIEBIL&6IT: (HrailenenThs sLLesT @enL(waHsHems (UPI) NPCl 11 efLligsv 2016-G)6v
QamLm&lWS); 2 LetTigs sl Lssore Gaemeu (IMPS) ojigliLisnLuiley SLLenwSHSLILLLS|; GBI &L Levor
waalifl (VPA) eeuld Gy Glawedluiley L6 6UMmI&)E 865018 (&5 606 @IUISS HeB)DH &S IMS!.

Static GK Connect

NFC

Near Field Communication is a short-range wireless technology
that lets two devices exchange data when brought within
about 4 cm of each other. It operates at 13.56 MHz and is a
subset of RFID technology.

Reserve Bank of India

Established on 1 April 1935 under the RBI Act, 1934, on the
recommendation of the Hilton Young Commission; nationalised
on 1 January 1949. Headquarters shifted from Kolkata to
Mumbai in 1937. Sanjay Malhotra is the 26th Governor, in
office since December 2024.

Digital payments in India

India’s Digital Public Infrastructure rests on the ‘India Stack’ —
Aadhaar for identity, UPI for payments and DigiLocker/Account
Aggregator for data. UPI has been internationalised to
countries including Singapore, the UAE, Bhutan, Nepal, Sri
Lanka, Mauritius and France.

S(mHamenws GlsmLiL (NFC)

S(HEBTEnLS C&TLFL (NFC) eTetTLIS)] @)(Th FTSEOTMISEIT &My 4
Ql&.15. (m&lev 6u(mHLCUTE HFeneull UMD DI & ELD
GnIHW gy swlulisveur G mlevm| L. 13.56 MHz
Sienevauflensuilsv @uimiEGE mE); RFID G milevm|L Lig S et
@ Ulifley.

@nHw flejeu eumi

amleVL 65T Wikl yenemsTH et LflhglenguilesTLiy, flgfeu
eUmI& FLLLD 1934-@6tr &£ 1 gfLirev 1935-@)6v
Bimieuliul L g); 1 goesteurfl 1949-@l6b CHAWIWILTESILILLS)].
SH6m6VENOIWISID 1937-@l6v Cl&Tav8 55 Telle0)(Hbg! (LPLDenLISE,
WLIMHOLILLLE|. &FEhEFW LDVCADTETT 26-4618| U (EHBT;
lg&DLIT 2024 (1psev LisaTuglev.

@nHwmailev 1928 L6V &L L 6voTrBIS 6T

@pSHlwmalssr el Lev CQLIMg & &LLenLiL] ‘@ BSHIWIT VLTS
g BIHEH MG — HEMLWITENES|85(8) BT, HLLETITESSI5(E,
UPI, 5768 (& 9.83l60M&:5/560018 5 STl UPl Hlmigiiy,
o&EIW ST SBF&LD, LLmeT, GHUTETLD, @)eurhienss,
Qomfaglwien, Nymestery 2 6TerfliL BT (h&EmhHe S
eNifleuns sl (heiTemg).
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TAMIL NADU SPECIAL - 510pmHrH HAmiiy

Tamil Nadu creates a separate Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments (HR&CE)
Department at the Secretariat

SSPBITLI960 Hemeveniog GClewevs s H6v Hevfl @Ibg FLOW MIblemevls Hlemm 2 (TheUMEELD
Event date / fl&1pe Ca8): Government Order issued 9 September 2026

The Government of Tamil Nadu has decided to create a separate Hindu Religious and Charitable
Endowments (HR&CE) Department at the Secretariat, Fort St. George, Chennai. Until now HR&CE was handled
as part of the Commercial Taxes and Registration Department. The new Secretariat department will have
administrative control over the HR&CE Commissionerate, the field-level arm located at Nungambakkam,
Chennai. The change requires amendments to the Tamil Nadu Government Business Rules, 1978 and the
Secretariat Office Manual.

SIDHT(H T8, ClFasTens Liesfls wmys CarlenLuilsy 2 6Ter Hemevenlod GlEwsvasHlsv Heofl @bhs] &Fow
amblenevwis glemmenwl (HR&CE) 2 (heunss (Wige ClFliglerers. @ glsusny HR&CE eusssfles auifl omHmid
usleys glenmuilest o(m LEGH WTss enswmerliLL(h subsgl. 4HWw QFwenss slenm, Cl&esrenest
HIBISDLUTSHHHH6V S6DLHSI6TET &6l SjeTailevmsst SenwliLimest HR&CE oy emestgassSleot 55| Bl TeUrss
SLHILUUTLEnLE Gl&menTly(HE (LD, @IDMMHMESISHE SUIPHTH T8 Sievieusv alldlssiT, 1978 wMHMmID C\Fwevs
SIVEUEVS HEDL (DM MITeO6L H)(HSHSHMmISHET CaHene.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (p&&Hlws GmILIL 86T

* Legal framework: the Tamil Nadu Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Act, 1959 (Act 22 of 1959)
governs the administration of Hindu religious institutions and charitable endowments in the State. The
Commissioner, HR&CE is the head of the department and discharges the statutory functions under the Act.

FLL SjigliLienL: LTHEVSHHE0 @\HG FLOW [HM|6UESTMRISET LHMILD HMB6Mm6EVITEIS66T HlFeuTssHems SLOILPHT(H
@nbsl Fow miblensvwls FLLLD, 1959 (1959-@\6ir 22-941b FLLLD) HlFeudlsHngl. HR&CE gy ememTwliy 5lenms
HEMEVEUTTE @\ (HHG) FLLSHSH6T HLpmert GlFwevLIT(hl&Bsns HlemmCoummIS M.

Historical background: the earliest statute was the Madras Hindu Religious Endowments Act, 1925, followed
by the Madras Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Act, 1951, which was replaced by the present 1959 Act.
suFeommMILI LNedTevTevsfl: (LPSHEL FLLLD GClEFstTement @HE FLow iMiblensvws FLLID, 1925; o055 C&TLIHEI
ClEetTeneT @bgI FoW & SMHlemevws FLLID, 1951; 915 5HOCUTEMSW 1959 FLLSSTEL WMTMHMLUILILLS).

* The HR&CE Department administers roughly 44,000 temples, along with mutts, specific endowments and temple
lands across Tamil Nadu — among the largest religious-endowment administrations in India.

SIDHTH (W(WeugIb &y 44,000 GamuilevsseT, LIS, GMILLNLL HbHlensvwmgsT mmIb Camuiley
ihlevrigener HR&CE glemm Hljeudlsdma — @bahHlwmedle WlaslLiflw Fow Simblensy bHlFeumss mhig TheT e6sTm).

Constitutional angle: Article 25(2)(a) permits the State to regulate or restrict any economic, financial, political or
other secular activity associated with religious practice. Article 26 guarantees religious denominations the right to
manage their own affairs in matters of religion.

ATFW6VEnIOLIL|E S653TG6TTTITLLLD: FLOW [HEML(PERMWL6TT GISTLILenLW GILUMBemTS Ty, B, HTFFlisy Bievevg)
M 2 60&lWweb GlFweLLIMT(hsensT 6 (LEIGLHISS/SLHILLBISS Nifley 25(2)(S1) 1768 @ NenInd Sefl&EHms).
FLOWLD GSHTLILMT6T 69laxWniseflsy SHhigsT ClEmhg eNleusTrmhisensT HlFeubsEw 2 flenwesnw Nifley 26 FowL
NfleNesT(H& G 2-midh CFWHME.

Static GK Connect

Tamil Nadu Secretariat SDHT(H HemevenLos Cl&FWeVELD

Located in the Fort St. George complex, Chennai. Fort St. O\FetTement Lieollg eomyeh GHTL6nL a16TTSHSS6V

George was completed by the English East India Company in SNEDBHSIETENSI. L{6silH RMTeR CamLenLenul oy milGeuw

1644 and is the oldest British fortress in India. The Tamil Nadu = $R&&BSILS H06IL6T 1644-Gl6b &L1g (PYSHBSI;

Legislative Assembly also functions from the same campus. @slwmeiles sl LipenwiTest NFILig6is CaHTLenL.
SVIDBT(H FLLUICUTeneUW|LD @GC8 aueTTass S 60
QurIEEIDS.
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HR&CE Department

Headquartered at Nungambakkam, Chennai. It maintains
temples under Sections 45 and 49 of the 1959 Act (Executive
Officers and Trustees), runs the Thirukoil portal and manages
temple renovation (Thirupanni) schemes.

Rules of Business

Article 166(3) of the Constitution empowers the Governor to
make rules for the more convenient transaction of the
business of the State Government and for its allocation among
Ministers. The Tamil Nadu Government Business Rules, 1978
are framed under this provision.

Qg FLW ipElenWS HlemM

HEMEVERLDWISLD 6 F6ITER6IT [HIMISLDLIMESLD. 1959 &LLSH 60T
Nifley&s 45 & 49-@\6tT &HLD (C1FUIEL SIEVIEUEVTEHET &
SIMBISTEUEVTEET) CamullsvseneTLs LIFTf&EME|;
FH(HEBECHMUINH @) 6en6TTILSHETSH0S QWIS @GS MEI; &H)(HLILI6S
SLLmISEm6T HlFeUSSEEHME|.

T& svi6u6v ellFl a6

hlev SiFledt Listsflsener eUFH WS HL&SI6USHM G0
Sienw&FFa6rflenLCWw LA FHSTILLSDH G0 eNHeemerr

2 (Heun&s S|relwevsnw e Nifle] 166(3) U, EHH([HE S
QB &M efSHE M. @SH6T SLST6T SUDHT(H SiT&
Sivi6U6L aN&l&6iT, 1978 6u (g8 sLILL (heiTersoT.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY - gifjleflwi6v & G5 mflevmil Lild

India’s first indigenous Ocean Research Vessel ‘Sagar Manthan’ launched at GRSE, Kolkata
@nHlumailsst (1psH6v 2 6TBHITL(H HL6V HY,PTULFFIS SLILIEV ‘FNsIT HhSesT 6l&mevsE55T GRSE-G)6y
5iflev @mesLuULLg)

Event date / fl&1pe Ca8): 9 September 2026 (Rishi Bankim Shipyard, Kolkata)

India’s first indigenously designed and built advanced Ocean Research Vessel (ORV), ‘Sagar Manthan’,
was launched on 9 September 2026 at the Rishi Bankim Shipyard of Garden Reach Shipbuilders &
Engineers Ltd (GRSE), Kolkata. Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Science & Technology and Earth
Sciences Dr Jitendra Singh was the Chief Guest. The vessel is being built for the National Centre for Polar and
Ocean Research (NCPOR) under the Ministry of Earth Sciences at a cost of about ¥840 crore, as part of the
Deep Ocean Mission. Following maritime tradition the ship was named by Smt Manju Singh and launched by
Smt Kavita Ellanti.

@S wrelle (PHev 2 6THTLI19GeuGW 6lIgaUMLDS I8 SLLLILILL Heesr &L6v QY rmilgdfls sy (ORV)
‘s HSH6EdT’ 9 GleLILILIF 2026 2i65TM)| G1&HTLSHSHSHTaT6V 2 6Tel SMFL6IT IfF aflLifNevLijerv & sreh&lesflwiferv
ibimieuests st (GRSE) flef) L&l sLiLev SL(HILWD HemsH6v Hiflsb @maesULLLg). HEHW HMlalwiey &
Qam6LmILLID LHMID Lel M eNwey Hlenm @enestTwsngs] (Fwmderl GlummiliL) LrsLy ZCsmSy Fmi
ALy eN(mHH TITSHE &H60HGHI0\&TetLT]. Ljall Sinjlaflwev Siem&aasHleit &(sitem GH W Hi(Heu & L6V
A, TmiESF enwws g &e5Te (NCPOR) sy T840 Casimig ClFsuaisy, & psL6v @IS &HH65T 6(Ih LGS WITES
@&asL1u6v SLLULHKEIDSI. SL6VETT FLN6TLILY SLILSYISE, SH)(HLoS (Eha Hlmi LwiflLLTy; s selsm
sTeLeVIH &) IBiflev @ mé&hleoTrmiy.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&H\ws &nLIL 86T

* Specifications: length about 89.5 m, breadth 18.8 m, gross tonnage about 5,900 GT, speed 14 knots at 90%
MCR, with a survey and sampling capability down to 6,000 m depth.
efleuns: (GmILIL|&6iT: [B6Tld somy 89.5 LB, 9is6uld 18.8 1S, Qs s stenL &wmy 5,900 GT, Geusb 90% MCR-@lsv 14
IBITL61V; 6,000 LBLLIF 24 101D 6usmy =y ul6] & wrHlifl Caaifliiyg SHmeor.

e The keel was laid on 8 April 2026 and the vessel was launched about five months later; delivery and
commissioning are expected by early 2028.

&LIL606tT 2198 56D (keel) 8 eFLiysv 2026 965N SEMWOSHSLILILLG|; ST 2 bh&I LIS mIg6rflev [Hifley
@m&slulLg); 2028 Q5TLESSSH6V sliLnL UL & Lessflusy Gl etdlFumissiubhl&ms).

* Deep Ocean Mission was approved by the Union Cabinet in June 2021 with an outlay of about ¥4,077 crore over
five years, implemented by the Ministry of Earth Sciences. Its flagship component is Samudrayaan, which will send
three humans to a depth of 6,000 m in the indigenous submersible MATSYA-6000.

LBV @IS 5 5185(E) 2ID6dT 2021-Q)60 LSS W eMDEFFTEN6U RLIL|H6V 6T SHSHHI1; eoHS TevoT(H & (6THEs (&) SO
¥4,077 Camg @558 (H); Lel Sinleflwsh Sienwgdasd ClFweILIhlSHIHIMS]. &6 (PHETenLEH Fam| & (L&) FUITest
— 2 6B Biepné s seuwmer MATSYA-6000 cpeulbd epsstm| GLieny 6,000 WBLLIT 91085515 Se8)ILILLD.

* GRSE is a Defence Public Sector Undertaking (DPSU) under the Ministry of Defence, headquartered in Kolkata.
It was nationalised in 1960 and became the first Indian shipyard to export a warship (to Mauritius, 2006).

GRSE 6T65TLIS| LITG|STLIL| S6nDEFSHSS6T SLp @)WihIGLD UmgIsmuLU 6lungisgienm Himieusstio (DPSU);
H6DEVEDLOWSHLD GCl&TVSHSHST. 1960-@l6vy CaHEF WILWILTESLILLLG|; CUTTESLILIN6V HMILES CIFWS (P60 @ HHws
SLILI6L SL(HID Herbd (ClmFaglwesv, 2006).
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Static GK Connect

Ministry of Earth Sciences

Created in 2006 by upgrading the Department of Ocean
Development (set up 1981). Its institutions include the India
Meteorological Department (IMD, 1875), the National Centre
for Medium Range Weather Forecasting (NCMRWF), INCOIS
Hyderabad, NIOT Chennai and NCPOR Goa.

NCPOR

The National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research, established
in 1998 at Vasco da Gama, Goa, is the nodal agency for India’s
polar and Southern Ocean research and manages the Indian
research stations Maitri and Bharati in Antarctica and Himadri
in the Arctic.

Indian research vessels

India’s ocean research fleet has included ORV Sagar Kanya,
ORV Sagar Nidhi, RV Sindhu Sadhana, RV Sindhu Sankalp and
the polar vessel MV Vasiliy Golovnin used for Antarctic
expeditions.

el 9imlafwisy SienLn&aesLD

HL6L GLUTL(H& glemmenw (1981) &b 2 wWiFsHH 2006-@)60
2 (HeUmSSLILLLE|. @)&60T Hlm|euesTagssT: @ bW eumestlensv
S Uuiey snwwid (IMD, 1875), NCMRWF, enamsymumsg INCOIS,
Glgstremest NIOT, Gasmeum NCPOR.

NCPOR

GCaHlw gi(meu & &L6L Y TTLIFS eniowid 1998-@)6v
Gameumelledr umevCasm-Lm-smeiley HimieulilLg);
@bSHlWwmalledr &|(Heu & C&60T GILI(HMARISLED U FTIEH&emet
(PSHEITENLO SIEMIOLIL|. S6TITLTTIg&HMaN60 enlgifl, LMFH) Hm|id
S TS198E160 DTS If] o Tmligs hHlensvwimhigener
HjeuSH SHE M.

@S g rmilEHs SLIL6VE 6T

@BSHWTeN6sT HL6V U TTUIFHE SLILIV Fal LsHe0 ORV Frsiy
seorwim, ORV &nay H&), RV fibg) gngerm, RV fbg) mhiseull
LOMMILD SH6TOTLITITLg8 LILIETOTRIS (6TH& (&LI LiwesTU (HlSs LUl MV
eumdlel) CamGevmsussfledT oy HlUIEn6U DL hiELD.

DGCA orders a one-time psychoactive-substance screening of every airline pilot by July

2027

2396m6v 2027-85(8)61T ¢p6ul Gleum (i, aflomesfls (gL ¢(hpenm CumensLIGILImmHsT LG TS emesT —
DGCA 2 5516
Event date / hlsLpe| Ca&): Directive reported 10 September 2026 (order issued August 2026)

India’s Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has directed all domestic airlines to complete a one-time
mandatory screening for psychoactive substances of every pilot by July 2027. The directive, reported on 10
September 2026, follows the Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB) preliminary report into a serious
incident involving an Air India Airbus A320 on 4 August 2026, in which the pilot-in-command tested non-negative
for a psychoactive substance. The exercise will cover more than 12,000 commercial airline pilots.

@nsHwreller Flallsv aflomesrl CLITE G 6uTSH 5] @)WisEBIssWD (DGCA), 2396m6v 2027-5 56T ¢R616l6UIT(H
ellomesfl& &b e (h(Wwenm SL LW CumensLGCILIM(H6T LIflGETSen6sTemL (L8 (E)L0MM)| SHEM6BTHG| 2 6THITL(H)
aflomest BlMIeU6sTRIS EHS G 2 SaHTealll (heTergl. 10 ClELLLy 2026 isttm| Gleusflwmest @lsieSHaT6, 4 Q6L
2026 9yt &7 @bSHlwmeSlest eryLe A320 afmeTsHSlev FmLLL &HIb Fbueud &n&Hs allmest LG g)
ellgmyenevorLl Lisssflws s Hlest (AAIB) (WHMELL SMSEHEMWS CIHTLIHEI 6UHSHIETETSHI; HH6V H606V6DLD
aflmesl GUTenGLICLITHET LflGFTSHenetTUN6 HIT6dT-ClHBBL19.61 6T6vT eUHSTY. @UILINGFTHemest 12,000-8(GLD

GumULL 6ustsila e9mesl&HenerT 2 6TeamL&(E)L0.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Czijey (p5&ws &L seir

« Existing rule: under the DGCA Civil Aviation Requirements (CAR), only about 10% of pilots and air traffic
controllers are randomly tested each year. The new exercise raises this to 100% coverage, one time.

s5mCumsnsw aNlgh: DGCA-@sir Hlaflev aflipmestl GLIME (56ursH 518 CaHemeusser (CAR) Ly, &i68T(HGHTMID
&y 10% eNwresll&sem & eumeTCLIMS &6UT85H 5185 SL(HLILTLLTeTTS6T WL (HIGW Frmm Wpenmuilev
uflCarglaasliu(h&lermenty. UHW BLEIYGHNS @6n 6(H(LPeOMEE 100% 8 2 WTSHISEME.

* The triggering incident: Air India flight Al12379 (Phuket-Delhi), Airbus A320 VT-EXO, suffered a near-simultaneous
failure of all three hydraulic systems at 36,000 ft with autopilot disconnect and about a 300 ft altitude loss; 24 of
145 people on board were injured.

SITIJEUTTLOMEDT FLoLIeULD: & @ b&lwimalesr Al2379 (LGl&L-ClL60ve0)) efLeiy A320 VT-EXO allwomesrg sy, 36,000 iy
2 WSH60 eLpedTm] 6MDLITITeS8 SeMLOLIL|S (STHLD M & EHmMI G CHrsHe0 ClaWwedLpHaeor; &mesflwimbif g
Qe &) gievorigssLILIL(h smy 300 9jlg 2 WIFD @WEeSLILILLE]; eSbmersshlsy @ mbhs 145 Guifley 24 Guiy
SITWILDEDLIHS 60T
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* The AAIB preliminary report of 4 September 2026 called the non-negative test result a ‘serious concern’ and
asked the DGCA to act on priority. The Ministry of Civil Aviation has said the draft revised CAR on pilot drug

testing will be finalised by the end of September 2026.

4 QFLLbuf 2026 AAIB (&ML SIM&ems HTeiT-CHEL g6l (Plgene ‘& (HenLWTeT SHeUen6vs G flg|’ eresres
GMILNL®H, DGCA (pstTen)flenou|LesT HLEUYE&HMS 6T(H&H5s Camiflwug. aNwmsflasT CumensLGILIm(mHsT LflCaTsemest
G158 HlHBHSLILLL eusnra] CAR GlFlLbUT 2026 @mIH&G6T @mis ClawwiiLihib ereor Flallev eNlomesTL

GUITE &6UTSHE SenFFsHD C5iflaN &g 6Ters.

¢ A confirmed positive result leads to immediate grounding, rehabilitation and clearance by a medical board before
return to flying; repeat offences can result in licence revocation.

2 MIFULGHSSUILLL CHITLenMm (Plge| 2 L6vTigll Liessfl @len L1588 8818 (&L, LDMIUTL6 &G, LBesoT(HD Liesol & @5
H(HOL (HSHGIEUS (& (LY B E G 6uLfleu @ s ELD; Wesor(Hib Wnjlesrmey 2 floib F&Hg) ClgFuwwLL6VTLD.

Static GK Connect

DGCA

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation is the regulatory body
for civil aviation in India, functioning under the Ministry of Civil
Aviation with headquarters in New Delhi. It handles safety
oversight, licensing of pilots and engineers, and airworthiness
certification.

AAIB

The Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau was set up in 2012
under the Ministry of Civil Aviation to investigate aircraft
accidents and serious incidents, in line with Annexure 13 of
the Chicago Convention. It is independent of the DGCA.

ICAO

The International Civil Aviation Organization is a United
Nations specialised agency established by the Chicago
Convention of 1944; it began functioning in 1947 and is
headquartered in Montreal, Canada. India is a founder
member.

DGCA

FleNsv elmesTLl GLITE &0UTEHS] @)UWIS GBI @b wmaler
FlaNe6v e9omesTLI GLITE (86U T8 5188 68T 6(LDMHI(E)(LPEnM
SiemoLiL); FleNev e9lomeTLl CLITEE)6UTEH S| D888 60T
BLp, HMEVEMOWISELD L5606, LiImg|smLiL] CLomUmiensl,
efomesfl & Qurplwimery 2-floib, eNwreTs &GS & FmeTmlHLD
SpEWUMENME 60 & WTETSIME|.

AAIB

edlmest 69LSS| edlgmrenesoTil Lisssfluisbd 2012-Glev Faflsv
efomeoTLs GLIME &UTSH S S6ODEFSSSH 60T HLD
SIOWESLILLLG|; FlHTCHT 2 L6iTLIYg&6emauUl6tT @)en6uorLiL
13-@etrLilg e9omest 69LISSIS6T & &(HILD FLOLIOUMISHEDET
eNemfssnal. @& DGCA-aN6d) (Hhg) &CUIEFensWITeTs).

ICAO

FFeuCama Flaflev aflomestll GLITE &6uUTHg] Siemolil] 1944
HeHTGSHIT 2 L 65TLIG S0 WITEY 2 (HeUTeSLILLL g&E W
Brbhsefler HimiL waenw; 1947-@)6v GlFwevLIL g
QBTLRISWG]; H60606MLOWISLD &6vTLTeN6oT LmesoTL 6.
@S W Hlmieusst 2 mLiLNesry.

India crosses 80 lakh doses under the National HPV Vaccination Campaign against cervical

cancer

&(HLienL eumuill mmIGH Mg, sthlymest Calw HPV 5HhIULLHAS SILLHH6v @mbHlwim 80 6uL&Ld
561L6M6TTTHEN6ITE &LIHS S|

Event date / fi&Lpe] Ca8): 11 September 2026 (Union Health Ministry announcement)

The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare announced on 11 September 2026 that India has

administered over 80 lakh (8 million) doses of the Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine under the National

HPV Vaccination Campaign. The campaign was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 28 February
2026 at Ajmer, Rajasthan. It targets 14-year-old girls with a single dose of the quadrivalent Gardasil-4
vaccine, free of cost, voluntarily and with parental consent, at government health facilities. The annual target cohort

is about 1.2 crore girls.

CaHlw HPV 5HhILL,Hs SILL SHsr £ @nSHWm 80 suL &858 G (80 @levL&id) GmuLL esfls
umiNGevmom emeureiv (HPV) &hHILILLFS S660600TSH606IT 6ULPMRISL|6TETS TS LSS SHTSMFLD & (8 HIDL
H6VSHIMM eOEFFSHD 11 QFLILDLF 2026 6T SINeNS55. QSFHLLEHe0s LNyswi HerHEy Comg 28
Niyeurfl 2026 9yssTm] TV Mesfl6sT WLBIEL C\FHTLEIE eneuSHSHTT. 14 euwigl FAMILS) & (6THE & @C
561601607 [HIT6OT(8-6Uems (quadrivalent) smyLH6v-4 &HILILF, SiTa &&ETSHTT Hlenevlnkiger ey @eveugoms,
HEOTETTITI6U SlgL1LIemL U6V, QLIDCMTT ¢eLILSH6VIL 65T eULPRISLILIHE M. 4L68T(H @6vs & & (W somy 1.2 Casmig

FmB) &6
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KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&Hws &mILIL 86T

Why it matters: cervical cancer is the second most common cancer among Indian women. Persistent
infection with high-risk HPV types — chiefly HPV-16 and HPV-18 — causes the large majority of cases.
(WaHHWSGIaILD: &(HLenu eumiit 4omICHTW, @bSHwLl GluessrseiflenL Gui @)essTLTeug)| iSO
smesoTLIL(HID YMHMIGCH MU, 368 LS gI6Tem HPV susnsser — (pa&lwinms HPV-16 wmmin HPV-18 — QgL
QamHEM GILI(HLOLITEVITETT 6ULDE (&5 (6THE (&S STTEsOTLD.

States with 100% coverage: Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Mizoram. Above 90%: Bihar, Andhra
Pradesh and Assam. Above 85%: Karnataka. Uttar Pradesh has the highest absolute number, with over 22 lakh

girls vaccinated.

100% UMgI&MLIL| 6TLIgW OMIH6VBISET: (GRS, 2 557U LNFGs&D, wHH WL NTCaHEFD, IGFTTD. 90%-8(F)
Gwev: 9&T, Y HETL NFCHFD, &FTD. 85%-8 (8 Co6v: HTHTLEST. 2. 55T LNFEHEFLD W& H)s eTevorersl|&Hem s

— 22 6VLESHI5 (5 ComulL Fm|slseir.

Delivery points: Ayushman Arogya Mandirs, Primary Health Centres (PHCs), Community Health Centres (CHCs),
sub-district and district hospitals and government medical colleges.

6ULPTEI(GLD @)L MBIS6IT: & U{6IUL0T6T HCTTHEI DB TEHET, QLTLDL &HHETHTT HlemeunbigsT (PHC), FWaTW SISy
HlemevILIIg 6T (CHC), 6uLL/LDMeUL L LO(THEI6ULDEMETTSHET, T8 LO(HSHSI6U8 H6VVTIS6T.

Global target: the World Health Organization’s 90-70-90 strategy for eliminating cervical cancer by 2030 seeks
90% of girls fully vaccinated by age 15, 70% of women screened with a high-performance test by 35 and again by

45, and 90% of those with disease receiving treatment.

2 susemmailw @levs: (8): 2030-8G6T s(HLIemL el HMICHTemNW &S 2 608 &FSTSHT Hlm|eests et
90-70-90 2 58 — 15 auig|5G)6T 90% MBS EHSE) (LW SHILILLE, 35 & 45 auwighlsv 70% G6lLI6woTS (6THE (&5
srwmrerr LflCamgenert, GHTWHMeuFsstled 90% GL(H&GE F&Hl&ame.

Static GK Connect

Universal Immunisation Programme

Launched in 1985 (expanded from the Expanded Programme
on Immunisation of 1978), it is one of the largest public health
programmes in the world. Mission Indradhanush was launched
on 25 December 2014 to raise full immunisation coverage.

HPV vaccine

India’s first indigenous quadrivalent HPV vaccine, CERVAVAC,
was developed by the Serum Institute of India and launched in
January 2023. Other HPV vaccines in use globally include
Gardasil, Gardasil-9 and Cervarix.

Cancer control in India

The National Programme for Prevention and Control of Non-
Communicable Diseases (NP-NCD) covers cancer, diabetes,
cardiovascular diseases and stroke. The National Cancer
Registry Programme is run by ICMR-NCDIR, Bengaluru. World
Cancer Day is observed on 4 February.

Qumrgl HILILLES SILLLD

1985-@)6v Gl mLmIsLILLLg| (1978-@)6tr el fleumssLirL
SbHULLFS HLLEH 0 (Hbs aNifleunssid); 2 eu&ler
WBasUeUflw QUTE)| H&THTTE SLLMISEhH6T 66T, (L (LD
SHIULLFL LFeusmey 2 WTHS 25 19&buf 2014-@\6v Lilagsst
QHSTH0% O\ STLRISLILILLS].

HPV s@ Il

@QBHEWTaN6T (PS6V 2 6THTL(h HT6dT(G-6Uen8 HPV
ShLAwimest CERVAVAC-g5 £7ib @l6tTenvlgl ULl o) coll
@BEWT 2 (HeumsHlWwg); ereurfl 2023-Gl6L HM)(PSLOMEITS).
2 6u&6meNley LILIGTUITL g6V 2 6iTem LM HPV &hlLLLFse6iT:
STTLE6Y, HTTLE6V-9, GlFTeumiflgen.

@nHlwmeilev HmICmmiis &L Hluum@

Qoo CrmiseT HhHLY & sLHILUT.(HS CaHFlws &I LLD
(NP-NCD) ypmiCrri, Bflfle), @&u-@Qrsss &
GBIUISET, LI&H&H6UTHLD Y S WIEUDENM 2 6TeTLSE WG
CaAwL yHmICHTUL LS CULHS S LSHns

Glumiseeth (HeletT ICMR-NCDIR BLSSISIMSI. 2608 LHmICHmil
Slevrld 9Liyeurf] 4.
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PROMINENT PERSONALITIES - (p&&)w o4,(6TH6mLD & 61T

Tanya Chaudhary and Nirbhay Choudhary break the women’s and men’s hammer throw
national records

CILI6TBTE 61T & 2, 680T& 61T FLDLOL 19 TN & 60160 CoH W Fmgement (WMWigliL] — SesTwm &F6sifl, [HlFLwl
ERNEY

Event date / fi&Lpe Ca8): 10 September 2026 (Indian Athletics Final Series, New Delhi)

At the Indian Athletics Final Series 2026 held at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, New Delhi, on 10
September 2026, two national records fell in the hammer throw. Tanya Chaudhary, a 22-year-old from Uttar
Pradesh, threw 68.35 m to break the women’s national record of 67.02 m held by Anushka Yadav, who finished
second with 66.34 m. In the men’s event, Nirbhay Choudhary of Delhi threw 71.02 m to break the ten-year-old
national record set by Neeraj Kumar in 2016, becoming the first Indian man past the 71-metre mark.

10 QlELLbLT 2026 oi6tTM) L&IH6V60) eussfevrmey Cm(h HTmISSH6v HenLclLnhm @bHw SLE6m QmIH s
QML 2026-8)6v, &L Ly 6TM1H60160 @) (H CaHFW FTHMeTH6T (PHWgSELILLLT. 2 HHTL LNFCHss5en58
Ceimhs 22 euwg) smestwim F6eysifl 68.35 LB erMh g, 3Ie0)I6%8T WrseNest 67.02 LB GlLests6T Ca8 W &T5en6ameniL
WHWYSHSBTT; HBIONST 66.34 1L5-2 L 65T @resorLmd @)L NiSHSTT. 2 etorsse Liflallsy Clevedlenwis Caimhs
Bluwl g6ysifl 71.02 15 srilb51, 2016-@6v g (HLOM (HlemeVBTLIgUl LSS TeusT(h) &mev Ca&W ETseneaTen L
WHWigsHSTT; 71 IBLLeMTES SLIHS (PSH6V @)HHW ,688T 6T60TD GILI(HemLen WLt GlumMMITH.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (p&&Hlws mILIL 86T

* The hammer throw is a track-and-field event in which a metal ball attached to a wire and grip is swung and
released from a throwing circle. The implement weighs 7.26 kg for men (the same as the shot put) and 4 kg for
women.

FLIoL 1 TS 6V 6T65TLIG)| SHLDLI & LU 65T @enettTeaLILLL 2 Geumad Camemsems UL LSS MG &pmm) 658D
sLa&6TL CUITLLy. &(HeNuI6dT sTenL 68018 (ETHE: ) 7.26 &).&). (G 6tor(h 6TM&H6VI& & FLoLb), ClLIeTETS (6T &, 4 &).&).

* The event is organised by the Athletics Federation of India (AFI), founded in 1946 and headquartered in New
Delhi. AFl is affiliated to World Athletics (formerly the IAAF, founded 1912, headquartered in Monaco).
@uGuriyenw @bHW HLE&6TES FalLenwliL] (AF]) BLES5ISME); 1946-@)60 HIMIeULILLLG]; H6M6V6RLOWSLD
L&1516060). AFI, 2 68 HL &6 emLILNesT ((edteoty IAAF, 1912-@)60 BmIeULILILL &, H6M6VenLDWISHD ClomeTmaGaiT)
2 miiestry.

- Hammer throw in India: the discipline has historically been dominated by athletes from Punjab, Haryana, Delhi
and Uttar Pradesh. India is yet to win an Olympic medal in the hammer throw.

@nHlwmeailev Lol 19 eT&H6v: sursummHM| FHWTs LiEhFmLl, amiflwmsssrm, GlILeved), 2 5L NFCa e eSyiassT

@uLNifeflev e Hl&sb ClFasH aubgl6TeTeT. FWL L 6TM&HeSl6v @bEWT @ glalenT edlbLNe LgHs 0D
GleuesTm&H6LEM6L.

e Exam tip: in athletics throwing events the implements are — shot put 7.26 kg (men) / 4 kg (women); discus 2 kg /
1 kg; javelin 800 g / 600 g; hammer 7.26 kg / 4 kg.

Caieays HMILIL: SL&6T eTlge0 CUITL 198 S(Hella6T — (860oT(h 6TMSH6V 7.26 &£).&). (y6v0r) / 4 &).&). (Gluesor);
auL () eTMB6L 2 £).4). / 1 £.4).; FLig eTnil&6v 800 &. / 600 &).; FibIoLIg TMHIH6V 7.26 &).&). / 4 £).&).

Static GK Connect

Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium 26UST6VITeV GIh (I SJHISLD

Opened in New Delhi in 1982 for the IX Asian Games, it is one = 1982-@60 9-au6ug| QrFlw efenerwimi (Hil GUITL 9 &(EhHE8TE

of India’s largest multipurpose stadiums and hosted the L515160601uSl60 HlmasLiLlLg); @bHlwimeiler WlelGlufw

opening and closing ceremonies of the 2010 Commonwealth LI6BT(L& LI LILIGTTUIML (b) 1[J15I(& 8 ETh6TT ge6tTmI; 2010

Games. ST6TOl6U6LE CUITL g sefler CBTLES & Hlemmey
aNLPTESHED6IT HLSHSIIS].
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Indian athletics landmarks

Neeraj Chopra won India’s first Olympic athletics gold in the
javelin throw at Tokyo 2020 (held 2021). Milkha Singh and P.T.
Usha both famously finished fourth in Olympic finals (1960 and
1984).

Sports awards in India

The Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award is the highest
sporting honour; the Arjuna Award recognises outstanding
performance; the Dronacharya Award honours coaches; and
the Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy goes to the best-
performing university.

@HH W FLE6IT 651106V 8 M & 6T

GLm&H Gwim 2020 (2021-@)6v BEnLGILMM ) 69L& &0
FLlg eTMl&60l60 @ bSHlwimelleT (P&60 6DLNG SLS&6ITS
FHEISSHMS Brey CamLTT Geusstmmy. Wsvasm Fmi (1960)
MHMIWD L9.19. 2 o (1984) eedSlbLlNe @mISHl Cumligserflsv
BT6TSHTD @ILLD L9558 LspelLMHME].

@nHlwmailey aflememwimi (b el (55186

Gy Hlwnershs Csev r&HesTm ll(hg) W& 2 WiHs
efNemerwimi(h) 69N H&; FMbHS C\FWLHMEB)E (G SiFeIT°6TT
eN(m&l; LUNHAWTeTTa EThS (G &ICTTesTTESFTTWT 69)(HS!;
Wb LILS&HN60855L08 5 515(8) GILDETEVITEITIT {L|6V S6VITLD
2,58 (MAKA) GamiiemL.

India finishes second with 15 medals at the World Archery Para Series Stage lll in
Ahmedabad; Sheetal Devi wins compound gold

A&BWLSHTUTSHH6V HenLGILMHM 2 6v8 allevallgens LTHT CISITLI e6STMND SLLSH6V 15
L1888 mI8(6THL65T @S WIT @\yessTLmd @)L 1D; a:fg 60 Co a8 (8 SHMDLIO|6BITL SHEIgSLD
Event date / fi&Lpe] Ca8): 5-9 September 2026 (concluded 9 September 2026, Ahmedabad)

India finished second with 15 medals — 4 gold, 3 silver and 8 bronze — at Stage lll of the World Archery
Para Series, held in Ahmedabad, Gujarat, and concluded on 9 September 2026. It was the first time India
hosted a stage of the World Archery Para Series. The Czech Republic topped the table with five golds.
Sheetal Devi won the women’s compound individual gold, and Harvinder Singh took two golds in the recurve
events.

(BRUTSHH) 60T SHLHTLUTS SV HenL6LIDHM| 9 CleliLbLy 2026 26Tm)| HleomealsnLbs 2-6v8 aflsvailsens
umym Q& mLIflesT eesTmMD SLLGH6V @BHHIWT 15 LSS & mIs(EHL6T — 4 Hmis, 3 Gleusrerfl, 8 Gleusssraseuld
— @nevorLmD @\LID 919555 2 6v8 allsvaillsensg Uy CISTLIfle (H HLLSmS QbH W HLSS WG]

@ 51C6u (PBH6L (PeMM. WHG| HMhIGMHISETHL6T C1&Fs (HlgWre: (PHeOILL NigsH55. afsgev CoHell GClLiessTa6ir
&ML 6TsTL HesflbLIf Srhissens Gleusrny; anFellbay ki Myl Niflellsy @\(F Shismgen6T GleussTmT.
KEY EXAM POINTS - Gz e (p&Hlws (&mMILIL 6T

e Sheetal Devi (19), from Jammu & Kashmir, is the world’s first internationally-ranked female armless archer; she
shoots using her legs and shoulder. This was her first individual World Archery Para Series gold — won in a
shoot-off after a 144-144 tie with Kazakhstan’s Aizada Seidan.

(W & sraulBengs Caihs 19 auwg afgev Csall, snsserhm Hlensvuilsy &ieuGsHg srsufleng LMD 2 svdleor
(PS6L GlLIssT e9l6VeSTTRIGENET; HTEL&E6T & CaHmenerTL LiweTU(H&HSH HDEUWLMTF. 144-144 Foblensvd &Ll Lot
OFEOL - ool 19160 B &HEVSTEs 16T WETHT ClF LIS TenesT 65p& S GleustT (PSH6v HesflbLT 2 6v8 aflsvailseng LIMFT
QBMLY SHISLD @)5).

e Harvinder Singh won the men’s recurve doubles gold with Vijay Sundi and the recurve mixed team gold with
Bhawna (6-0 over China). Harvinder is India’s first Paralympic gold medallist in archery, having won the men’s
individual recurve at Paris 2024.
amieilhs T Fkl, aNUI SibHH)-L|L 65T L6oT&6IT flsFeu @ITLEOLWIT SHhISS5HE0SWLD, LIT6U6BTT-6|L6oT flaF6u
&6VLIL| 3i6v5fl HRISSHEnH WD (FeoTmemeu 6-0 er6r) GleussTmT. LMfley 2024-@)60 Y evoT6T SHevfBLIT f&Teu GleussTm),
aflsveilGemaullev @malwmallsr (P&Hev LTFTeSlbLNG ShisLll LgEs eSTrmeTeu.

* Toman Kumar and Shyam Sunder Swami won the men’s compound doubles gold. Silvers came from Bhawna
and Pooja (recurve doubles), Swati Chaudhary and Adil Ansari (W1 mixed team) and Tanvi Ingale (visually impaired
archery).

GLMLD6BT (GLOMT LMHMI|LD OIHWITLD SibSIT VUL QLETITH6IT HMLDLIOY6TITL. @ITL6DLWIT HHISHSH05 Cleu6sTmeT.
QleueTeflll Lg & emIgsT: Lmeuest & LLeom (flafsu @rLlenLwy), sveums) &6 sifl & i dlev etramifl (W1 sevliL Sesofl),
setrel @misCev (LIMFeneuwHCOIT a9l6vells5emns).
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* Para archery classifications: Open (recurve and compound, for athletes who shoot standing or from a
wheelchair), W1 (athletes with impairment in all four limbs, using a wheelchair) and VI (visually impaired, using

tactile sights).

urgm eflsvellgHens suenasLiLIM(has6iT: gpuiest (flafel & SMbLe6soTL; Hl6TM] H6V6VG] F&HET HTMHE&TESIUNEL
SIwFHEI), W (BITeT (@ enssmeuseflsuibd @Gemmur() 2 6TereufseT, #6587 brmamsdl), VI (LmfeneuwmCmmy, Cgm(pH)-

©)6v8 58 &(HENHET).
Static GK Connect

World Archery

Founded in 1931 as the Fédération Internationale de Tir a I’Arc
(FITA) and renamed World Archery in 2011; headquartered in
Lausanne, Switzerland. It governs both able-bodied and para
archery.

Archery in India

The Archery Association of India was formed in 1973. Archery
has been an Olympic sport since 1900 (with breaks) and
returned permanently in 1972. Deepika Kumari has been a
former world number one in the recurve event.

Para sports in India

The Paralympic Committee of India is the national body. At the
Paris 2024 Paralympics India won a record 29 medals (7 gold,
9 silver, 13 bronze) and finished 18th in the medal table.

2 6v8 6966956088 Fal LenIoLIL]

1931-@6'\) Fédération Internationale de Tir a I'’Arc (FITA) Q1.8
Himieutitl () 2011-@)6b 2 608 Nl6LeNSEnSHE Fal LenLoLIL]
eTeuTLl GlLIWI LMMMLUILLLG|; H60606MOWSLD &S FFevmhaeor
Qevrrgmest. Himen)6TGeTmy & LITTT 696val&Hema @) T6sTEnL LD
HFeuSH SHEM ).

@nHwurailev aflevailsens

@S aNsvelGems s Frigsd 1973-@)60 2 (HeumaaLILLLE).
1900 wp&6v (@ evLGleuetlaemLeir) aNsvelsems @ebLNg
efemerwimi_(h); 1972-@)6v BITHSTLTSS &(HLEWE). flaeu
NifleNev SLN& T G LOmf (WesTevTTeT 26088 SHreuiflend (P&6e0ILLD
Clummeur.

@nHlwreilev Ly aNenemuimL (b

@nbSHlwL uryredlbis sy CaH&lw SenwliLy. Lumiflev 2024
urymedlbLN&&lev @BHWIT FTEHeM6sT H6TaN6V 29 LIS ESHMISET
(7 srussd, 9 Gleusterfl, 13 Gl6u6BET&HEVLD) Gl6L6TM)| LISESL

UL 1169160 18-4b @ILLD N9 &5 8.
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Himalaya Diwas 2026 observed on 9 September
amlmeuwim Hlauev 2026 — CIFLILIDUIT 9 Si65TM] SHeBIFIFILIL]
Event date / fisLpe| Ca&): 9 September 2026

Himalaya Diwas (Himalaya Day) was observed on 9 September 2026. The day originated in Uttarakhand,
where environmentalists including Sunderlal Bahuguna, Dr Anil Prakash Joshi and Radha Behen began the
movement in 2010. It was officially declared Himalaya Diwas by the Uttarakhand government in 2014, and the
first State-level observance was held in 2015. The day highlights the need to conserve the Himalayan ecosystem
and to balance ecology and economy in mountain development.

anjlwmsuwim Hleuev (anjlomsvwim $lesrib) 9 CleLILOUF 2026 6T N FFESLILLLS|. QHHT6T

2 55 JM8650TI96V CHTeTNLIG]; SiHSITFEVIT6V LI(8)(8600TIT, LIGLIT Si6vflev Nysmay Cmad), prsm GlLamest
2 6TerfllL &MHMIF G0 U TeUevT&H6eT 2010-Ql6v @ UISESHSMSS CSTLRISIETT. 2014-@\60 2 &5 TTSH6UTL | T& Q)6ns
S STTULLTeUL TS anjlomeuwtr Hleuen erest AMleNSHSHG!; (PSH6V MHlev iemellevmest snIFiflliL] 2015-@)6v
HENLGILUMME]. MIDTEVW (FHLP6V SeMLOLIEHLILI LITE|&HTEE CoL6soTig g6t S WSHens WD, LMLl LiGH)
6UETTEF U6V (F5LP601 WISV |85 (&LD GILIT(IHET TS TS 518G @)60LUN6VT6sT FLOHIEnEVeNWIL{LD @\HHT6T

U MIS SIS DS

KEY EXAM POINTS - Ggije p&&HWws @l s6i

* Extent of the Himalayas: the range stretches about 2,400 km from the Indus gorge in the west to the
Brahmaputra gorge in the east, across India, Nepal, Bhutan, China (Tibet) and Pakistan. It is a young fold
mountain system formed by the collision of the Indian and Eurasian plates.
anflmsvwgSlest uLL: Gum&lev Flibg LI6iTens 5 ms: H6d) (hhg Hlps&lev LNFWWLSSETT LI6TeNSS5TEHS)
euen)y &My 2,400 &).15. B6mid; @b, CrUMeTD, LyLmedT, Feurm (H6Lg), Lurslengmsst sulflumesg GlFsuSmg).
@pHW & WErAws L (hserfler GLmge0msy 2 (HeUT6T @)6ITLD LDIgLIL| LDEMEV {6MLOLIL|.

* Three parallel ranges: the Himadri / Greater Himalayas (highest, with Mount Everest and Kanchenjunga), the
Himachal / Lesser Himalayas (Pir Panjal, Dhauladhar, Mahabharat ranges) and the Shiwaliks / Outer Himalayas
(with Duns such as Dehra Dun).
epssTm| Glemesors, QG MLas6iT: anlomsifl / Quflwu anfliomevwid (2 Wfhgg!; eTeuGl oL, ST(EhF6TRMmIST),
anfliorgsy / HMlw andliomevwiid (197 LERFT6V, CGETeVTSE T, LHTUTTE C\STLIS6T), Fleumedls / Gleustfl
adlomevwid (CLym(§esT GUITedTM ‘(H6dT’ LIST6TE & T8 (885 (6THL60T).

* Why conservation matters: the Himalayas are called the ‘Third Pole’ for holding the largest body of ice outside
the polar regions, and are the source of the Indus, Ganga and Brahmaputra river systems that support around 2
billion people.
unglsmuLest (WaHHWHGHI6ULD: Fi(HeULl LiEGH &EheE, GleusfGw Wlasleuflw ussiliiubHenssmws
Q& meBoTIY (HLILISTEL AUILDTEVLILD “ELP6EBTMITEUSS] &I(HEULD’ 6T60T eMLP&HSLILIMHSMEI; sromy 200 GasITly LD5S6m6TS
SMHIEGLW b, HBhiens, NFOWLSSETT HH enliL|se6rleT epeuld @) &G,

* Related movements and schemes: the Chipko Movement (1973, Reni village, Chamoli, Uttarakhand) led by
Sunderlal Bahuguna and Chandi Prasad Bhatt; the National Mission for Sustaining the Himalayan Ecosystem
(NMSHE), one of the eight missions under the National Action Plan on Climate Change (2008).
QLYo W QUISSKEISET & SILLMBISEIT: &HST6VT60 LIS &6 & Fevorly LNFams L Heneveniouilsume £lGasm
@ussb (1973, Grevsfl Lo, FCLTES), 2 55TTE6sTL); HBIsviblemev LOMMHM S 88 & mesT G5&1W GClFwen
S L5 H6sT (2008) 671 () @) U158 MIS(STHET 6R63TMTET UHILDTEVI (F5LP6V snloLienLiLl GLstnugsMemerT G5 &Fw
@uws s (NMSHE).
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Himalayan peaks

Mount Everest (8,849 m, Nepal-China) is the world’s highest
peak; Kanchenjunga (8,586 m, Sikkim) is the highest in India
and third-highest in the world; Nanda Devi (7,816 m,
Uttarakhand) is the highest peak lying entirely within India.

Uttarakhand

Formed on 9 November 2000 as Uttaranchal (renamed
Uttarakhand in 2007), carved out of Uttar Pradesh. Capital:
Dehradun (winter) and Gairsain (summer). Known as
‘Devbhoomi’. Home to the Valley of Flowers and Nanda Devi
UNESCO World Heritage Sites.

Other environment days

World Environment Day — 5 June; International Day of Forests
— 21 March; World Water Day — 22 March; International
Mountain Day — 11 December; World Wildlife Day — 3 March.

amliomevw E&IymigsiT

eTeuGlTevL Flaiyd (8,849 15, GrUmeITD-F6vrT) 2 608560

2 wiyomest FSITD; STEhF6TRmIST (8,586 L, Hl&Hb)

@B W6 2 WITLOTETS], 2 60816V ppeTMTeUG); HHST G
(7,816 15, 2 S5 TTE600TL) (LP(LLEUSILOTE @)HEHUITE 8 (& 6T
Si6OHS 2 WIFLTesT F&IFiD.

2 5 5] & e80T

2 557U LNFCsa85S560) (HH&! LNifléslul(h 9 meubLiy 2000-
@6V 2 S5 TM(ERF6 6T60TE GIGHMLBISLILILLE] (2007-@)6v

2 G &TTE600TL 6T60TL1 GILIWIT LMMMLD). Henevbasf: CLm (e
(@eflFsmevld), enaFengesr (GamenL). ‘Caeu, )’
eTeoTLILI(HHMG|. 6VTLI LI6TeTS S TE & & BT CaHel

W GleoTeGasm 2_6u8 L1 LI LIfIWE, SeThISE6T @)hI(E)6T6IT6oT.

N HOHMIEF(ELP6V H)6vTEISH 6T

2 608 SHMHMIFELP6V SHlevTld — TO6iT 5; FTeUCHE LETTRIS 6T
HleuTld — LTIE 21; 2 6088 SH6voT6801 ] Hl6OTLD — LOMTTE 22;
FFeuCHE LMV HletTld — L9 &FUF 11; 2 608
6UESTEN 6V M (5 86T &)60TLD — LOMITE 3.
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