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ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY - &hm]&&5106v & Lefluflwev

India launches the Net Zero Portal and the NAPCC Dashboard at Mumbai
@nHlwmailest GBL 2BCGHT @enssTwigem(pd NAPCC LTasGUFHID (poemuuiev G155 gsaL
Event date / fi&Lpe Ca8): 16 September 2026

On 16 September 2026, Union Minister of State for Environment, Forest and Climate Change Shri Kirti
Vardhan Singh launched India’s Net Zero Portal and the National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC)
Dashboard at Mumbai, Maharashtra, during the national celebration of World Ozone Day 2026. The Net Zero
Portal is a voluntary central platform on which Indian entities can disclose greenhouse-gas emissions, declare Net
Zero targets and file annual progress updates; reporting of Scope 1 and Scope 2 emissions is encouraged
while Scope 3 remains voluntary. Entities that declare a target receive an acknowledgement from the MoEFCC,
and declarations are publicly accessible. The NAPCC Dashboard (napccindia.moef.gov.in) gives a single
consolidated view of the progress of the National Missions under the NAPCC, supports inter-ministerial coordination
and links domestic action to India’s international climate commitments.

16 QLY 2026 260TM), WSS SFMHMIE (FLPEV, 6U6ITLD LOMMILD &T6VHEM6V LDTMHM @6 65T WNLEFT HFSHEH)
6ujs6tT Fli, amyranlyyrailes (Wenuuiley 2 6v8 eCGamesT HlevTd 2026 CHF WS Gl&TETITLTLL&SHeTELTS)
@nHlwumailesr GBL 23CHT G)emevsTI S 61TE 605 WL LD SiTevihlemev MMM & HMemesT CHHlw Glawev S
(NAPCC) LmagCGurienLujb 6\5r_risl eneussmy. CbL 3G @)emessTwISHEILD 6T60TLIS| S65T6sTITT6U
SgLILIEMLUN6VITET 60LOW SH6TTLD; @&Flev @bEIW HlMIe6sTRISET Ligenld @6vsv sum GleusflCuUmm&Hens
QeueflliL(hsE), CBL BCTT @evs G semeT MleNSG!, <,68sT([HIGHTMILD (PesTGETMHMHEMBLI L6 CIFUILIEVTLD.
Scope 1 wmmid Scope 2 GleusflGummL L6 2argEGeaNsaLLGHEIDS]; Scope 3 &6dT6BTTITEULDTEETS]. B)6V8 (S,
SIMeN&GLb Hlm|6u6sTHISETHE S MOEFCC soliLiens 6upmkiGEMS!; HMIeNLILS6T CILITSIL0&S6T LITTen6us &

2 flusmeu. NAPCC LmasGumiy(h) (napccindia.moef.gov.in) NAPCC Caflw @ uissmiserfls (perGermmesns
RHEIFN6ETTHS STLFWTHS &HHE DG

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gz e (p&Hlws &mMILIL&6T

e The National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) was launched in 2008 and has eight National
Missions.
smeviblemev MMM &S MamerT CaHElw ClFwev S LI (NAPCC) 2008-Q)6v GIHTLRISLILLLG]; @& 60 6T (h)
G QIS EMISEIT 2 66T,
* The eight missions are the National Solar Mission, Enhanced Energy Efficiency, Sustainable Habitat,
National Water Mission, Sustaining the Himalayan Ecosystem, Green India, Sustainable Agriculture and
Strategic Knowledge for Climate Change.
L (h @uissmigssT: Cadlw (& flw @uissb, CuulL g mmev Hlmei, Hlensvss eumblLb, CaHlw iy
@WESID, @IOUWILDEN6EVE (F5L06V Si6nLIL] GL6wTTEV, LIF6nI @HHWT, Hlemevs s Couermmessrenio, Smeviblemeu
rHmSH Memest eLpGevmLmw injle.
India’s declared Net Zero target year is 2070, announced at COP26, Glasgow (2021) as part of the
Panchamrit commitments.

@nbslwneller CIBL 23CTT @levs (& ,svoT(h) 2070; @) g5 COP26, HlemmervGasim (2021) MBI 960 LIEHEFTLINTSH
2 m S ewriflaeflsr e(h LGS WTs SmleNssliulLg).

* Scope 1 covers direct emissions from owned sources, Scope 2 covers emissions from purchased electricity and
energy, and Scope 3 covers indirect value-chain emissions.

Scope 1 staTLg)| ClEThHS U5 TrmhiS6ed) ([|HHS Tt ChiTly GleusflGLMMLD; Scope 2 6TeTLIg| eUMMhISLILILL W6sT&TTLD/
24 MMeSleS(HHSTeT GleuslGLMMLD; Scope 3 eretTLIg| WEILILE Fradledluflsr enm s CleusflGuMMLD.
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* The launch took place at the 32nd World Ozone Day national event; the same platform saw 248 ITls adopted by
12 refrigeration and air-conditioning (RAC) manufacturers under a four-party Memorandum of Agreement.

32-g60u5)| 2 6v8 gGFmerT Hleor CoFlW Hspallsy @ CsTLRISIULLE]; HHCsH GenLulsy 12 G erflemLlLsv & efij-
sevoTiganesfi (RAC) 2 musHlwmsmissernmev 248 ITI-g6iT (et STLIL QLUUBSHSHH 6T S 5856185 [H & LILILL 6.

* The nodal ministry is the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC); the Union Minister

is Shri Bhupender Yadav and the Minister of State is Shri Kirti Vardhan Singh.

(PSHEITEDLD HEMOFFSHLD: FrMMIF (E5LP6V, 6U6TTLD LOMHMILD STevblemev LOTMHM emwE&sD (MOEFCC); wsHw
SinWFFT LGUHST WTHel, @)enesoTennsF] Hijs ) 6uifeHest Flmi.

Static GK Connect

NAPCC

Launched 2008; 8 National Missions; coordinated by the Prime

Minister’s Council on Climate Change.

Panchamrit (COP26, 2021)

500 GW non-fossil capacity by 2030; 50% energy from
renewables; cut 1 billion tonnes of emissions; reduce
emissions intensity by 45%; Net Zero by 2070.

Net Zero
A state in which greenhouse gases added to the atmosphere
are balanced by an equal quantity removed from it.

MoEFCC

Formed 1985 as the Ministry of Environment and Forests;
nodal agency for UNEP in India; headquarters Indira
Paryavaran Bhawan, New Delhi.

NAPCC

2008-@)6v QB TLESD; 8 CaHFW @WSSBIGET; STV 6m6V
wrHOD GMISS [H7s 0l G eumey
R(HESHeneuorasILHH MG

LEpemsljs (COP26, 2021)

2030-8(5,6T 500 GW LengLigeunmm Smesr; 50% 24,Mmmev
UaIliINssss58s5m61; 100 Camig Lest GleuslGummes
&smmLIL; GleuelGWmHM SILTEHS 45% GenmLiL|; 2070-8 @6
QBL BGCry.

QmL 2BCym
auerflnesaTL6u5Sl6v CET&SLILI(HID LIF6mLD @606V
BUITWL885(6TH & (5 @)6METOTITEIT B{61T6Y 3{&BMMLILI(HID Hlemev.

MoEFCC

1985-@)60 &MMIF (GO0 & EUEIT SIEOLDEFFEHLONG 2 (THEUTETTS];
@nhslwmallsv UNEP-&&ITeoT (LPSH6iTEnL0 S{emLoLiL];
SHEMEVEOLOWISLD @B LIFWITEUT6sor LIeU6dT, LG &16060).

Assam records 3,260 greater one-horned rhinos — about 80% of the global population

&mblev 3,260 seM6enIME: Cl&TLDL| ST6saTLITLS (ThH 5 IS 6T — 2 6V8 6T6voT6s0 186518 U6V Slomiy 80%
Event date / hlaLpe| Ca): 15 September 2026 (announced by the Assam Chief Minister)

On 15 September 2026, Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma announced that the state is now home to
3,260 greater one-horned rhinoceroses, which is about 80 per cent of the global population of the species.
The global population of the greater one-horned rhino has risen to 4,075. He also noted that Assam recorded
zero known rhino poaching in 2025 — only the second time this has happened since the 1970s. Earlier, on 12
September 2026, Assam’s Forest and Climate Change Minister Jayanta Malla Baruah had stated that Kaziranga

National Park alone holds more than 2,600 rhinos while Manas National Park holds about 40-50. The

recovery is credited to sustained anti-poaching enforcement, habitat protection and the translocation programme

begun under Indian Rhino Vision 2020.

15 QlELLbLIT 2026 {65TM), HEFTLD (PSHVENEFT amldibs Lileveu FFom, wrhlevssley sHCLITE 3,260

@MenME C&TDL| &TessTL ML) (hH & BISEIT 2 6Terert sTeoTm)| HMINSSHTT; @& 2 608 eTevorersi 1608 UL &Lomy 80
F86551D. @Q)H5 @)6TTeHS)60T 2 608 6TevoTer0 &M S 4,075-94,8 2 WITHGI6Teng. 2025-8\6v HEFMI6V SmessTLTLS (TH5H
GeuLevL LL,goedlwiomes Ligeumsstd| eTesTmiLd e (GMILSLLTF; 1970-8Eh&E L KNm(@ @& @ TesoTLTeUg] (LPenm
WL HGCW. @&HME) (edT 12 ClEFLLDUIF 2026 Si6TM, SEFTLD 6UETLD & STVHEn6V LTMHM HENESFT C1ZQWIHS LD6VEV
umeur, AT CaHlw L mismailsy L (Hi 2,600-8 50 GMLILL &TeuTLTLS(H&MmISEHLD, WiTesTeiv Ca&lw
L, m1smeilev somiy 40-50-1b 2 siemert sTeots; G5 flaN& M.
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KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&Hws &mILIL 86T

e The greater one-horned rhinoceros (Rhinoceros unicornis), also called the Indian rhinoceros, is the State

Animal of Assam.

@menms Cla&mbL] &ressTLISI(H&sL (Rhinoceros unicornis), @ b&uIs &MessTLTLS(IH&LD 6T60TM)ILD

SIMPSHSLUILIHE MG @& Semislest mblev aNleurki(g.

Its IUCN Red List status is Vulnerable; it is listed in Schedule |1 of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 and in

CITES Appendix I.

@ a6 IUCN [Hlemev: LIMKILILE (& siTemmestgl (Vulnerable); euestefleurmig) (LMgIs&mLL) FLLLD, 1972-@)ebt
SiLLsuemeset | HMID CITES @emevoriiLy I-@)60 UL LgwiedLLILIL (h6iTems).

Kaziranga National Park is a UNESCO World Heritage Site (1985), a Tiger Reserve (2006) and an
Important Bird Area; it lies on the flood plains of the Brahmaputra.

srArmsT Caflw L rsT om uelerevCasr 2 svs unywuflu Serw (1985), LeSlssiT smiusb (2006)
LMHMID (WEHSIW Lmeneull LEH); @& NFwwLSHTT CeusTers Fwbleuefluiley 2 6remg).

Manas National Park is simultaneously a National Park, Tiger Reserve, Biosphere Reserve, Elephant
Reserve and a UNESCO World Heritage Site, on the Indo-Bhutan border.

wresteiv CHHFIW LLEIST CT ChrsHHev CaHFlW LLBIST, L|eSl&s6T smlius, 2 uiljesGasmsm smiusLD,
WITeM6BTEH 6T STLILISLD LMHMI|LD WjeleTeuCaim 2 6vs LmyUflul H6ITb; @\b&IWIT-LLL 6T 6T6Den6vUIley 2 6T6Tg)|.

Indian Rhino Vision 2020 was launched in 2005 by the Assam Forest Department with WWF-India, the
International Rhino Foundation, the Bodoland Territorial Council and the US Fish and Wildlife Service; it

concluded in 2021.

@nHlwsst snyGesrm aflaresT 2020 2005-@)60 HFTLD aUeTTSGIOMWTey, WWF-@ibHlwim, s7euGse
SMessTLMS(IH& MESHLLen6N, GLITGLITEVNTHS] LO63ITL 6V LO6STMLD LMHMILD i 6IIfl&ss WesT & suetTailsumi(s)
GaemeuuLsit QeTLRISILLLE|; 2021-8)6V HlemMeUenLHSH G

World Rhino Day is observed every year on 22 September; India is home to only the greater one-horned

species among the world’s five rhino species.

2 6v8 SM6esoTLITLS)(IH& HlevTLd 2 6toT(HCHTMID 22 GCIFLILDLIT 66T e8| FNSSLILHSEDGI; 2 6v&hl6tT BbHEI
HetsTLTLS)(H& @)evTrhiseflsL eemenmes Cla&mbL] @)surd L (HGW @hHwimalsy 2 6iTerg).

Static GK Connect

Rhino-bearing protected areas of Assam
Kaziranga NP, Orang NP, Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary and
Manas NP.

Five rhino species
Greater one-horned (India/Nepal), Javan, Sumatran, White and
Black rhinoceros.

Kaziranga’s ‘Big Five’
One-horned rhino, Royal Bengal tiger, Asiatic elephant, wild
water buffalo and eastern swamp deer.

Assam
Capital Dispur; Governor Lakshman Prasad Acharya; Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma; major river Brahmaputra.

S15mblest HMesoTLMS(H &L UMSISTSSLILLL LG5 &6l
srETmsT C5.L,., il Gs.LL., QuUTLNGLTTT eustTaflevrsi(s,
FI6TTTEVILILD, LDTEsTeN G5, L.

2IH5| SHTESsTLTLS(HE D) 6T 6T
@MenMma ClambL (@b WIm/CBLITEITLD), SOMEUTEST, SLO&IFTeoT,
GleusiTemeTT, &(HLIL| STesoTL ML) (THE5LD.

srflyrismailss ‘Cluflw gba)’
@RMHEOME C&TIDL| STesoTLTLS)(HELD, T eumkIsTeTL L6V,
SLFW Wimement, STLOL(HEnLD, HLp& S, F&ILIL| LOT6DT.

S| FMD

SHM6VHSIT H6MVLLIT; U, (6THBIT 605aNLD600T LNTEFTE QY FFTTWIT;
(PSHEVEMESFT AMLHS LN6M6U FFLOM; (PSS HEH
FbLLSSTT.
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Kumik in Zanskar declared Ladakh’s first Heritage Village

wreTev& Iy L@GSHlullest gLles — euLma&lest (WgHev Lmyuflw Hlymowns Sinlaliiy
Event date / fi&Lpe| Ca&): 15 September 2026

On 15 September 2026, the Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh, Shri Vinai Kumar Saxena, declared Kumik
village in Zanskar as Ladakh’s first designated Heritage Village. The declaration was made at the launch of
the 11th Ladakh Zanskar Festival 2026. Kumik was chosen for its traditional mud, stone and wood
vernacular architecture, its sacred spaces and traditional agriculture, its living Buddhist practice and its
preserved collection of Kanjur manuscripts. The declaration was framed under the Union Government’s “Vikas
Bhi, Virasat Bhi” vision, which seeks development alongside heritage conservation. Kumik is also widely reported
as one of India’s first climate-migration villages, its residents having begun relocating to a new site because its
glacier-fed stream has been failing.

15 QlELILbLIT 2026 2{65TM), 6VLITE GlenesTiblemev o, (eThbIT eNlevTil (GLoMy &85 G 6vTT, W mesTarV&MIfl6v 2 6T
&& LTS0S 6VLTEE 6T (WSH6L UMFUflw Slymwwrs MBeNSSTT. 11-1,618] 6VLITE QTETENVESTIT
alllpr 2026 Qs MLE:s Hlspallev @ Ha SiMiailliL] Gleusflwmests). &8 HFmLd 56T LMFLOLIIW Lo6vT,
&6, OIS SLLLESM6Y, Leoflg @)L miger, umywuflu Geusmmesstenio, sumpLb GlLeNS S Oy MHMILD
UMgI&N&ELLLL 8(6h(E T 60&6W(Ws 5L NFSHser oy fwuannissnss CH5TbholsH &sUULLSI. HHIW
AnHledt “aflsmen 1S, eN\ynes 19” sevorCsvorm LS Hl6tT H1p @& AMleNssIULLE). ussllwunmHm) HECyTenL
suMMIWISH M6V &EET LS @)L 55 M@ QL Lo6LwWrs G rLmkiHlwsmen, &Lwss @hHlwmallesr (g ev
smeviblemnev @\LLIGILIWITe 8 Hymorisserflev pesTmmasa|b GMILNLOLHIS mE.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Ggijey (p&Hws Gl g6

e Ladakh became a Union Territory without a legislature on 31 October 2019 under the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019.
6VLITE WID(Lp Smaulby mFFenwliLg FLLwD, 2019-Glest £1p 31 S15CLTUIF 2019 Si65TM| FLLLO6STMLD
@e6veuns wesflwest LNyCs &M WIMWIg).
e Shri Vinai Kumar Saxena is the 4th Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh, sworn in on 13 March 2026; he
succeeded Shri Kavinder Gupta, who became Governor of Himachal Pradesh.
eflevTul (FHLOM F&5CHF6OTIT VLTS H 63T 4-1,6118)| H160165TIHI6016V &4, (6THIHT; 13 LOMFEF 2026 i65TM)]
usaNCummmy. @wrgFeull NFCHE o (ThBFTesT Hallbs T (HLISMe8 &L L6t LI alls 8, subsmiy.
e Zanskar attained separate district status in April 2026; it was earlier part of Kargil district.
OMEBTENV ST 6JLIT6V 2026-Q)6v H6vfl maUL L Sih&Hevens Ll ClLUMME]; SHM(S) (LP6dT SHMTH6V LMeUL L& H6sT
O UGHWUTE QOBHSS!-
e The Kanjur is the division of the Tibetan Buddhist canon containing the translated word of the Buddha;
the commentarial division is the Tanjur.
& (6h(&1J eT60TLIG| HCILSHH W ClLeTs s HITeV C1HM(GLILN6L LS5 fl6sT GlmBlCILWIFSSLILILL eUms Sl W mkigenerrs:
Q& mesoTL LG H); 2-6miTLI LGS &(6H (1.
“Vikas Bhi, Virasat Bhi” (‘Development as well as Heritage’) is a Union Government framing that pairs
infrastructure growth with the conservation of cultural heritage.

“efamev 19, eNymas 15” (‘euemeluyd LMFLOUFW(LD’) 6TETLIS] 2 6TT&HLLMLOLIL] 6UeTT&Flemnwiu|Ld
S6eVmEFmyL LUmyUflwl UrgISrLisn LWL ©)6n6soTs &L &S i FFl6sT &65sTC6voTTLLID.

Ladakh’s cold-desert ecology, glacier-fed streams and the ice stupa technique of Sonam Wangchuk are
recurring TNPSC-relevant geography themes.

VL& &bt (561fli Limemevelests (F51p6v, Lissflummmy ECrmemLs6iT, Gomestid summig:s&lest Liesfl eugmLi
(wenm oy Hlwiene TNPSC LieNluNwiey 88, (& WL mesTenenl.

Static GK Connect
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Ladakh

Union Territory since 31 Oct 2019; capital Leh;
Lieutenant Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena; highest
passes Khardung La and Chang La.

Zanskar

Valley of the Zanskar river, a tributary of the Indus;
famous for the winter ‘Chadar’ trek over the frozen
river.

Ladakh’s protected areas

Hemis National Park (snow leopard), Changthang Cold
Desert Wildlife Sanctuary, Tso Moriri and Tso Kar
Ramsar sites.

Heritage village concept

Recognises settlements with intact traditional
architecture, crafts and living cultural practice, for
conservation-led development.

6VLITE

31 915.2019 (W56v Wi ssflwsst LNFEsH&FLD; HemevmasT Gsv;
glenewoTiblensv o, (6ThBIT eflesTil (&M &8 Ce6oTm;

2 _WIJLDITEBT &630TEUMILIS 6T SITIFSITMEI 6VIT, &FTEI 6VIT.

MEBTENVSSITIY

#Arb 51 HHG6sT 8l6v1650T [HE)WITEBT QMEBTEVESTI HESILI
LI6IT6N S 518 (8); 2-6mMIibhS HHlulest LBsmest ‘Fnsiy’
&sflfsmeu HevLLILIWessTSSHM(G LI LS1pelLMHMmE).

VL& 65T LINS|SHM&HSLILILL LIS &6

Camidlenv GxA W LmsT (ussfllFfmISemns), FNHBISTE
(&6l LmemeveU6T eusTTal6UEI(S FF6voTTEVWILD, G&FIT
Qurififl & C&m &My FIDETT S6ThIS6T.

umyuflw ST 6T63T6voTE: & (Ih

umybuUflwus SLLL&&Hem6V, emseilenent, 6Um(LpLD
uessTUTL (H) [HEDIL (MM B6IT 2 61T6I (519U (HLIL|&HemerT
AR RHS], UTHISTLIL FNFHS eUsTTEH &S
sulfleu(&5EME.
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POLITY & GOVERNANCE - 9igflwevenioliL] & o L&)

Union Cabinet approves raising the EPFO wage ceiling from Rs.15,000 to Rs.25,000

EPFO 2srflui 2 g&6unyioL] em.15,000-@\6d (Hb5 €5H.25,000-91,8 2 Wi — &S S 6IDEFEFTenel
@UL SV

Event date / fl&1p6] C5H): 16 September 2026 (Cabinet decision; effective 17 September 2026)

On 16 September 2026, the Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi approved a
proposal of the Ministry of Labour and Employment to raise the mandatory EPFO wage ceiling from Rs.
15,000 to Rs.25,000 per month. Announcing the decision, Union Minister for Labour and Employment
Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya said the revision takes effect from 17 September 2026, observed as
Vishwakarma Jayanti and Sewa Divas. More than 51 lakh additional employees in the Rs.15,000-Rs.
25,000 wage band are expected to come under mandatory EPFO coverage. The previous revision was
in September 2014, when the ceiling was raised from Rs.6,500 to Rs.15,000. The proposal was
recommended by the Expenditure Finance Committee on 16 June 2026; the annual government outgo
is estimated at about Rs.11,339 crore, or roughly Rs.56,696 crore over five years. The higher ceiling
applies across all three EPFO schemes — EPF, EPS and EDLI.

16 QzLul 2026 gestm], LNyswF HEFHSET CLomy Heneveniouilevest LHH ENLDFFTeM6r,

Qg miflevmeny & GausmeveumulliL] e &FsHS S 6T (WesTOlmiflafesrLig EPFO sLLmw 2arflul 2 FFalfLenL
LOITSLD erh.15,000-@)6S\ (b &I e1h.25,000-91L8 2 WiHE LILSH6V S6fl&Haa]. wHHw Qg miblevmery &
GeuemeveumuILiL] SIEMLOEFEFT LITGLIJ LO65TE 8 LomesoTLaNwim, 815 eNlelveussFom guwihs) wmmib Gaeum Heuesiv
,EW 17 QFLLbLIf 2026 (Lp56Y [HEOIL (PeMME (S aU(ThHLD eTenTs G5 fleNi5smi. em.15,000-¢m.25,000
earfluill 1Nifleflev 2 6o 51 VL 55815 (LD GLMOULL Fa(hH6v eamfluifsser sLLmw EPFO LITgIsTLIL 886
6U(IHEUMT&6EIT. @BM(S (PHensW H)(HEH 5L CleLi by 2014-@)év (em;.6,500 - e.15,000). 16 2396st 2026
2651 Gl&Fevailest K16 (5 (1L UIflHSIenTsHEHS; L680T(H Tas CFevea sLomy em.11,339 Camyg,
2IH5mevsT(h & 61fl6v S0y ¢15.56,696 Caimiy. 2 WIFHE euybL] EPF, EPS, EDLI g ,&\w epestmi &)L L6185 (6ThH 8 (§LD
QuUIT(HIHSILD.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&H\ws &mLIL 86T

e The Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) functions under the Ministry of Labour and
Employment and administers schemes framed under the Employees’ Provident Funds and
Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952.
sarSluiy eu(HmIsTeV smeuliL] 55 SjemwLiL] (EPFO) Gsmiflevmsy & GouemeveumilliL] Si6mLE &8 8 H) 60T S
QewevLIHEMGI; 2w eu(HEBISTeV sneuliL 61 MHmILD @& eNGlaesT FLLLD, 1952-@)6sT HLp
S Lmisener IHleudHl G maI.

e EPFO runs three schemes — the Employees’ Provident Fund Scheme, 1952 (EPF), the Employees’
Pension Scheme, 1995 (EPS) and the Employees’ Deposit Linked Insurance Scheme, 1976 (EDLI).
EPFO ewpetTm| SILLEIGHM6T LSS MG — 2em1flwiif 6u(HhIsTev eneuliL] HIHs S L, 1952 (EPF),
sarSluy gpuiauBlws S, 1995 (EPS), 2amfluiy smeuliL] @emesoriiL]s smUSL(HS S L, 1976 (EDLI).

e EPFO’s scale as cited at the announcement: about 7.98 crore contributing members, about 7.68 lakh
contributing establishments and about 82 lakh EPS pensioners.

MeaNNesTCGuTg] (HMILNLLILLL Oj6mey: siomy 7.98 Camg urusefliiy 2 miLiNesTjeeir, &wmy 7.68 60L&LD
urssiflliy HmieuesTmigs 6T, &My 82 sV &1 EPS gpuliaSlwifssir.

e The wage ceiling determines who is a mandatory (non-excluded) member; the standard statutory
contribution is 12% of basic wages plus dearness allowance by both employee and employer.
arflul 2 FFeUIDL] WY SLLTW 2 M6y eTesTLens s SiomssilaSmai; Hlenevwimsest FLLLILLT6u
urssifliiy 2emflwiy wmmib aevmerfl @ (Heu(hHd SyigliLienL esrflwib + sealleneuLiLiguiey 12%.
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e EPFO is governed by the tripartite Central Board of Trustees (CBT), chaired by the Union Labour
Minister, with representatives of government, employers and employees.

EPFO-sm6u (055TLIL 0SS W Simrsmeusvly & (CBT) hijeudsHmsl; sH W C15TLSl6VmeT SienLE&y
&606V6UIT; AT&, (WPHevmsif], 2emifluwiy INFHHSlaser @)L bCILm|6ui.

e Vishwakarma Jayanti is observed on 17 September in honour of Vishwakarma, the divine architect and
patron of artisans and craftspeople.

efleveussFom Quwihs 17 CleliLbul oetm| SiensFflssliubhEHmsl; enssailenest(eh a6l LMMmILD
AL iserflest Gl weumest aflsiveusjomailest hlemestourmss.

Static GK Connect

EPFO EPFO

Established 1952; headquarters Bhavishya Nidhi 1952-@\6v (liMIULILILL 8)I; Heneveniowisid Liaflagw &)
Bhawan, New Delhi; one of the world’s largest social ueuest, Lg| $1606S); 2 suhlet LlaLGILflw FeaLi
security organisations. UMISTLIL SemLiLserflev epesTmI.

Wage ceiling history 2ol 2 FF6UJLDL| 6UJ6VITM]

Rs.6,500 (2001-2014) -» Rs.15,000 (Sept 2014) - Rs. 15.6,500 (2001-2014) - ¢5.15,000 (Gl&L1. 2014) - erm,.
25,000 (w.e.f. 17 Sept 2026). 25,000 (17 Ql&L1. 2026 (pG6v).

ESIC ESIC

A separate body under the Employees’ State Insurance = 2eriflwiy wrblevs sTUISL([HIE FLLD, 1948-@)eit &1 s6ufl
Act, 1948, with its own wage limit — not affected by SienoliL; sesfl 2erdlw euyo 2 6so1(h) — QIbHS (LPig6UTeL
this decision. unglssLuLeailevsnsv.

Union Cabinet W5 H) W S EMLDEEFTen6l

Article 74 provides a Council of Ministers headed by the Lfley 74: NS HemEVEMLOUNCVITEST SHEMDEFEFTEHET (&(L0
Prime Minister to aid and advise the President; Article BYWTHS HM6VaI([HE S 2 56l UCEVMTFEN6TT AILPMEIEGLD;
75 covers appointment and responsibility. Nfley 75: HlwiwesTEpid CUMMILILLD.

Government reconstitutes the Central Board of Film Certification with 18 members

wsH W SlenrruL smestmls5Lp eumflwi 18 2 ML 6sTijss(6THL 65T LoMIEFFenLoLiL]
Event date / fl&1p6] C5H): 16 September 2026

On 16 September 2026, the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting notified the reconstitution of the
Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC) with 18 members, with immediate effect, for a term of three
years or until further orders, whichever is earlier. The reconstitution was made under Section 3(1) of
the Cinematograph Act, 1952, read with Rule 3 of the Cinematograph (Certification) Rules, 2024. The
members include Ricky Kej, Priyadarshan, Suniel Shetty, Preity Zinta, Pankaj Tripathi, Prosenjit
Chatterjee, Hansraj Hans, Roopali Ganguly, Pallavi Joshi, Neela Madhab Panda, Manoj Joshi, Abhishek
Jain, Supriya Yarlagadda, Yatindra Mishra, Vinod Anupam, Nishigandha Wad, Waman Kendre and
Ramesh Patange. Only Waman Kendre and Ramesh Patange continue from the previous Board, which
had been constituted in August 2017.

16 ClzLIL1bLIT 2026 Ii65TMI, H&H6U6V & R6IflLTLIL SenEFSHD, WSS W SHlempLiLL FresTISLD eumfluisens
(CBFC) 18 2 mL119l6oTIj 8 (6THL 65T 2 L 63TIg WIS LM EFTemLns g SinMlailiiy CleusfluilliLg); LseN&s&meuld epesTm)
2,600T(H &H6IT 6LV G S(HSHS 25576 6U6NT, 618 (PHMSWECSHT igIl. HlenLiLLg FlLb, 1952-@est Lifley
3(1) womi HenguuL (sresTisLp) eNhaser, 2024-Q)stt aflH) 3 gy Hlweumnilest £ip @51
CumeameTeriiLLLgl. 2 miLifeoriseiflev flH Cougy, NflusFansst, sevflev Clawlly, LIFfsHH LlHsT,
uiis® Sifluns), LENTEFssT2d s FTLLFII), AMETEVIITIS QUM6sTeNy, eHLITES) &hi(g60), LiIsvevail Gxamads),
I56VIT LD LI LIMEBOTLIT 2 61T6rf I LGLIT} SIL MBI 6. (WhensWw eumiflwgHled) (Hibgl 6umest Gasmh s Gy MmILD
7Gweag LHEICH WL (HGL ClGTLFEGTMETT; SiH 1,56V 2017-8)6v RSB LILILLE.
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KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&Hws &mILIL 86T

e The CBFC is a statutory body under the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting,

established under the Cinematograph Act, 1952; its headquarters is in Mumbai.

CBFC et6sTLIg)| 55616V & qeiflLLIL] Sienw&ssH S 6T S1p HlengliLLg FLLI, 1952-@\6iT H1p Sjen&sLILILL

FLLLILLT6U S60IOLIL|; &H6016V6BIOWISLD (LPLDEBILI.

CBFC certifies films for public exhibition in India; the categories are U, UA (with the 2023 sub-

categories UA 7+, UA 13+, UA 16+), A and S.

CBFC @nhdlwmailsv ClLimg| HlemuilLey|&amesT LIL LIS (6Th8 (&8 &mestmeiflaSHme); euenssser: U, UA (2023

2 LiINfleyseir UA 7+, UA 13+, UA 16+), A, S.

The Cinematograph (Amendment) Act, 2023 introduced the age-based UA sub-categories, granted
certificates perpetual validity (earlier 10 years) and added penal provisions against film piracy.

SlenyuuLs (H(psH5F) FLLID, 2023 suwig) SigliLienLuilevmest UA 2 LiNfleysenem imlwpasLliubhsH),
FMesTM S8 (6THE (S HITHST CleFsveyiLiigemnwl ((pedTL] 10 g 6voT(H&6iT) auprish), HlenrLiLLg S)HL(H 8

eTH\IE 5 SHevoTLement aflHlasenens Cois S|,

The Board has a Chairperson and members appointed by the Central Government; CBFC has nine

regional offices, one of which is at Chennai.

sumflwug lev W& H W HFEFmev HlLbl&&LILHILD Hemeveu(HLd 2 mILILNesTi&EmLD 2 sitemesty; CBFC-8(8
€R6DTLIZ)| LDETITL6V B{6VIEUEVS LIS EIT; SieUMMI6T ep65Tm] Cl&FssTemesTullsv.

Appeals against CBFC decisions now lie before the High Courts, after the Film Certification Appellate

Tribunal (FCAT) was abolished in 2021.

SlenguuL smsstmsLp Cevwenmuil () HFuumwib (FCAT) 2021-@l6v 58] QFwwiuLLg Tsv, CBFC
(L1968 (6Th 8 (8, e1EhlITmesT GLoev(psmmui(hseir @UICLITE| 2 wif BHleTmrigeflev &measev

QaFwwiIL(H&HlesTm6oT.

e The reconstitution notification names members only; it does not announce a new Chairperson.

@nhs wm|FFenwliy ey 2 miffNerisener WL ([HGCW GHMUNHISH MSI; LHw Hemevsusniy

anlaflssallcvensv.

Static GK Connect

Cinematograph Act, 1952

Provides for the certification of cinematograph films for
exhibition and for regulating exhibitions by means of
cinematographs.

Certification categories

U (unrestricted), UA (parental guidance, age sub-
categories), A (adults only), S (restricted to a special
class).

Dadasaheb Phalke
Father of Indian cinema; directed India’s first full-
length feature film Raja Harishchandra (1913).

Ministry of 1&B

Also oversees Prasar Bharati, the National Film
Development Corporation and the National Film Archive
of India, Pune.

HenglLLE &L LI, 1952
SlenyLLLBIsenens HlenguilLevis:&& smsstmerflsse6u
HMID HenTuilLsvsner @UBIGUOSSISN GDUISS

FLLID.

FesTHSLD 61160185856

U (ssLQuummmsi), UA (QlumCmmy eulflaml (hsev,
suwg) 2 LINfleysseir), A (CUflweufs (e (&) L (Hb), S
(HApuyi Niflefest(H 85 L (HID).

sreTenGsL LumevGs

@ipHws SlenruuLsHe Shens; GobSlwmeilesr (psHe0
e Her HlempLiLiLomest Frggm amifl&&nhSym (1913)
@usfweaur.

S586U60 & eflUrLiL SenEFFaID

Nyeny unys), CasAw HenpriuL Gl (H& sLpsib,
LGevraiil6v 2 sitemr @rbHw GhEIWw HlenFLiLIL 611655158

SIS Y Eweumenmud CmumyeneuuiHlHmal.
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DEFENCE & NATIONAL - ungismiL & Ga&lwibd

MHA declares the Shahzad Bhatti Network a terrorist organisation under the UAPA
OBMaMENS LILlg 6usnevwlenioliL] UAPA-ailest 1 LIWMKISFEUTS S{6noLILms SinlasliiL
Event date / ifls1pa] G5 H): 16 September 2026

On 16 September 2026, the Ministry of Home Affairs declared the Shahzad Bhatti Network (SBN) a
terrorist organisation under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967. The announcement was
made by Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation Shri Amit Shah. The Gazette notification
invoked Section 35(1)(a) of the UAPA to add the SBN to the First Schedule of the Act. The SBN is
described as a Pakistan-based, ISI-backed terror syndicate headed by the gangster Shahzad Bhatti,
involved in the cross-border smuggling of arms, explosives and narcotics and in recruiting youths and
petty criminals into terrorism. The notification cites radicalisation through allurements, collusion with
other banned organisations and the use of digital communication platforms to circulate provocative
content. A related multi-state operation on 12 August 2026 had led to over 200 arrests across 14
states in connection with more than 80 FIRs.

16 GlFLLbLI 2026 965TM], 2 6TTHIENM SDIDFFEHID, OGBTAMEFTS LILIg euemevwenioLienul (SBN) sLLaNCGyns
IbL6UIYEemE 6T (H(HILIL) FLLID, 1967-Q)6dT £1p LIWIMISFaUTS Senwluns SiMellss5]. sHHW 2 6rgienm
& FaL (Hhmey SenEFT IS aur Qens SIMaSH5TT. AHFHS5 Hlailli] UAPA 1Nifle] 35(1)(a)-gL
vweTu(H)BH) SBN-g3 &LLS S 60T (W56V L Leuenesoruiley G55 81. SBN sTesTLIS)| (§LDLISV Hemevauest
QHTAMENS LILlg H6m60601L0UTN6VITesT LITHEVETEM6sT SH6IMme s C1&mesorL, I1S| g Gy enL L LW hISFeUNss
Fal L6nIOLIL]; QWS EIS6T, CleugClLmIHLasT, GLITemsLIGCILIM(H6IT 6TeVemev HLIHS &L 5856916V FF(HLIL (H6iTemg).
12 gy5:601 2026 Sj6sTM)] HLSSLILILL L6V omiblev [HLeUgSemsUTl6v 14 wmblevrkissifley 200-8 (&L
CouLGLmy 80-&G CumuLL FIR-s6rflev emss g GlewwiiLLL6oTry.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gsia| (p&Hlws &mMLiL&eT

e The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967 is India’s principal anti-terror law; it is administered by
the Ministry of Home Affairs.

FLLaNGITE BLeUS&S&6T (HHILL) FLLID, 1967 @\hHlwimailsst (HSHesTeoLo LILIMBISFeUNS 6THFLILE FLLLD;
2 6THIemMm HMDEFHSHSHT6V HlFeuHl&aLILHSMmSI.

e Under Section 35, the Central Government may add an organisation to the First Schedule; the UAPA
(Amendment) Act, 2019 additionally allowed designating an individual as a terrorist under the Fourth
Schedule.

Nifley 35-@6tT L1 WHHW & GRIT S{eMLDOLIEHILI (P&6V L Leusnssoruilev Cogaaeumd; UAPA (H)(h55&)
gLLID, 2019 (1 HevflbLIen HTeiTaMeug] i Leusnessruilest £ LW kIS FaUTSHIWTs HmleNss
SIS S5

e A person aggrieved by such a declaration may apply to the Central Government for de-notification, and
the matter goes to a Review Committee headed by a sitting or retired High Court judge.

@ns siMelliumsy urfHsslulLeulf wsHW STFALLD Hes5E5 Camyeumb; 3ibHe alleusmyd Lessiluilev 2 siter
3i6V6v5I eI CIUMM 2 Wi BH et HHLIS) Hemeveniouilevmsst DM, U168 (8 (068 (E&HE ClF6VsILD.

e The National Investigation Agency (NIA), set up under the NIA Act, 2008 after the 26/11 Mumbai
attacks, is the central counter-terror investigating agency.

26/11 (pb6vILIS HTEEHBHNI6 G L LNM@E NIA FLL1D, 2008-G)6iT H1p SensHLILLL CaHH W LjsvesTmiliey
(waenio (NIA) smwow LWrsFeuns eyl el &Emyenessr SemLoLiL].

e Cases in the related operation were registered under the UAPA, Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, Arms Act,
NDPS Act, Explosive Substances Act, Information Technology Act and the Official Secrets Act.
QsmLysoLW HLalgsensullev UAPA, unyHlw Hlumu Feramlsm, o,u|s& FLL1D, NDPS &L LIb,

QU CILIM(H6IT FLLLD, H&6usv CSMSVHILLIF FLLILD LDHMID SFs QresFlus FLLID gy Hlweumnlest L1
6ULP & (& &6 LIl Claiwiil L evr.
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e Media reports place the SBN as the 46th entry on the UAPA First Schedule list of designated terrorist

organisations.

sarg& CFwighseflesrLig SBN, UAPA (1p86v L L6U601658TUN 63T LILIMBISFOUTS S{6MLOLIL|S6IT LILIgWwiedl6v 46-

Speug| ugley.

Static GK Connect

UAPA, 1967

Enacted 1967 following the 16th Report of the National
Integration Council; amended in 2004, 2008, 2012 and
2019.

Ministry of Home Affairs

Union Home Minister Shri Amit Shah, who also holds
the Cooperation portfolio; MHA oversees internal
security, CAPFs and centre-state relations.

Central Armed Police Forces
CRPF, BSF, CISF, ITBP, SSB, Assam Rifles and NSG — all
under the MHA.

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023
Replaced the Indian Penal Code, 1860 with effect from
1 July 2024; includes a dedicated terrorism provision.

UAPA, 1967

CaaAw g(memwLium (b esTMEH S 6T 16-1,618)]
SM&ensenws CI5TLjHE 1967-8)6év QuIHmUILLLg;
2004, 2008, 2012, 2019-8)6v H(HS5SLILILLG].

2 611560 S|6MIDEFFHLD

W5 H W 2 6THIENM SOEFT LS auIT; Fal (Hhme s
slemmenwiuid euHSH M. MHA 2 eIl (HL LITgISTLL,
CAPF-g6iT, emowi-omiblev 2 mesemne6im
CumurjeneuuHHmsi.

& H W U586 HITEU6V LIGBIL 86T
CRPF, BSF, CISF, ITBP, SSB, 9i&m enipLilsiteiv, NSG —
Sements G| MHA &1p.

unyHlw Hlumw sestanlsm, 2023

1 gg96m6v 2024 (P5H6L QbW HevoTLements &FLLLD, 1860-
&(5L LH6VNs L0685 (8, eUIbSSI1; LIWBISTeUTSHSHH M (85
seofl e 2 evoT(H).

Chief of the Army Staff General Dhiraj Seth begins an official visit to Russia

presn|6us SHemus) Clggevtyev Sy C&s Fanwmes (8 S SMFLILLFeULl LILIETOTLD
Event date / ihl&1pa] G55): 16-18 September 2026

General Dhiraj Seth, PVSM, UYSM, AVSM, Chief of the Army Staff (COAS), began an official visit to
Russia from 16 to 18 September 2026 to strengthen the India-Russia defence partnership and military-
to-military cooperation. In Moscow he receives a ceremonial Guard of Honour, pays tribute at the Tomb
of the Unknown Soldier and visits the National Defence Control Centre. He holds talks with Colonel
General Andrei Nikolayevich Mordvichev, Commander-in-Chief of the Russian Land Forces, and meets
Deputy Minister of Defence Mr. Vasily Sergeyevich Osmakov on defence-industry and procurement

matters. He also travels to Saint Petersburg to visit the Mikhailovskaya Military Artillery Academy. The
visit follows the BRICS Summit held in New Delhi on 12-13 September 2026.

gremieus semug (COAS) Cigsoryev Hlygy G&g, PVSM, UYSM, AVSM, @b S1WIT-JeigWIT LITG|STLIL| &

6L LIT6TT6BIL06DWLIL|LD [JTET0)|6U-[JIT658)|6) 625 8|601pLIsnLIL|LD ausVILILI(h58 16 (p56v 18 GlFLLbuf 2026
6UEDT TOHWITEYE(E) SHSSMTLILLTEUL LIWIesTHemnS S 6l& MBS eorimiy. LomevGasmailsy Sieu (ks iflwmenss
smeuevessfl euprasLILHSM&I; SINWLILLTS 6S5iflesT Hevsvemmuilev 9y(Eh&ed) OFeIHaHIHMT; CHelw
ungIsmiLys sLHUUTL () enwwiHensll Umjeneuuil(HiHmIF. Faull HenFLILIERLS 5606060108 SHemLiS)
s&ijesTev ClggenTiTev QLevoTLifl HGamevmTGweals CurmilaNsGaa|L 6T GLFGFHEUMTHNS HLESHISMITI; 5160)650T
UGS 9enw&s] eundled) ClFrHlCuweald spevwGasmeneuu|d Fh&HeH M. Gleullesri IS LFsvLFsHlen
2 eitem lemsGevmeueivs Wi Fresyieu ISyrifL Lsiteflg &L ClFevB M.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Ggjey p&HWws &L s6iT

e General Dhiraj Seth is the 31st Chief of the Army Staff; he took over on 30 June 2026 from General

Upendra Dwivedi.

Qiggevtrev Hlygy C&s 31-,6ugl Framieus HemLs); GClgevtysv 2 GUbh ST &69NCeuHuL LSl (HbHgI 30 23O est

2026 oj651m)] GlUIMMILIGUMHMITI.
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e He was earlier the 49th Vice Chief of the Army Staff and GOC-in-C, Southern Command; he was
commissioned on 20 December 1986 into 2nd Lancers (Gardner’s Horse).

@5M(G, (P6iT 49-L615| TTETH) |61 5I6M6TITS S6ILIS) LDMMILD Cl& 65T HLomessr. GOC-in-C; 20 9Ly 1986
SI6TM| 2-24,6115| 6VIMTESTET6N (SMTTLEBTTEN aummijerv) LiemLuilev Hlwdl &Il LTy,

e The Indian Army has seven operational commands — Northern, Southern, Eastern, Western, Central,
South-Western and the Army Training Command (ARTRAC) at Shimla.

@nHw prssneusHlev ef(p HLLensTL LNifley&6iT — 6ULS (S, C15ME), HPEE), Com @), &S W, 15 6TCLM ()
mmid Fibevmailev 2 eiTerm Framieult LUNMHF & &L Lemerm (ARTRAC).

¢ India and Russia hold the joint military exercise INDRA; Russia remains a major source of Indian
defence platforms including the S-400 Triumf, Su-30MKI and T-90 Bhishma.

@nHlwuneb Fagwmeyd QnHTT Fal (h Frsyieull LUNHHFlenw BLEGIHesTm60T; S-400 9eMmFWiDooll,
Su-30MKIl, T-90 SauLom 2 6Tl L 56TeUTLIS(EThE (8 TOHWIT (P& S4,STITLD.

e The BRICS Summit was held in New Delhi on 12-13 September 2026; BRICS was founded as BRIC in

2009 and South Africa joined in 2010.

BRICS 2 &8 wommr() 12-13 QFlLbuf 2026 oiestm) L5 Hlevedluilev memLGlLimmsgi; BRIC 2009-@)sv
CsrLBEIsSUUL(H), 2010-@6v Qg eTeaTTLLNfl & 5T Q) 601650TIHS S

e The Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) heads the Department of Military Affairs; the post was created in 2019
on the recommendation of the Kargil Review Committee’s follow-up reforms.

UMSISTLILL L6vLS Hemevenios semLis) (CDS) prssnial eSleusnrs &IenME: (&S SHen6eVenlo SITh(G S MIT;

@uugeil 2019-8\6v 2 (HeuNsSLILLLSI.
Static GK Connect

Indian Army
Raised 1 April 1895; Army Day 15 January; motto
‘Service Before Self’; headquarters New Delhi.

Gallantry awards

Param Vir Chakra, Maha Vir Chakra, Vir Chakra
(wartime); Ashoka Chakra, Kirti Chakra, Shaurya
Chakra (peacetime).

India-Russia relations
Special and Privileged Strategic Partnership since
2010; annual summit mechanism since 2000.

Distinguished service decorations
PVSM (Param Vishisht Seva Medal), AVSM (Ati Vishisht
Seva Medal), UYSM (Uttam Yudh Seva Medal).

@bHw prgmieud
1 gLiyev 1895-@6L 2 (HeuMSESLILILLSI; Jresn)leu Hlesrib 15
evraulfl; (HM&GHM6T ‘S SH MG (Peir Caemer’;
SH606V6MOWISLD L|5] Hleved.

efipSy e maz1HeT

ug eSy sF&nm, &I 65 FHym, 65 FHrT (GUTTSSTeVLD);
ACens gam, L7655 FaTT, CFaTiw Fa&IT (S|enLH s
SHIT6VLD).

@HHWIT-FaswiT 2 meys6ir

2010 (56 AL & Feviens6lLIMHM eGeumumuis
Fal LmesoTenin; 2000 (P60 4,680T(H 2 &&) MHTL(H
HEBIL (LPEBID.

HApLiL s Cxemeu ail(Hg86T

PVSM (upgib eNflaul Geeurm ugs &), AVSM (915)
alflaul Geeur Ls&ED), UYSM (2 551D w5 Geeum
LS8 &LD).
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Sanjukta Parashar becomes the first woman to head the CRPF’s CoBRA force

CRPF-@)65T G&ITLITIT LIEDL (85 S6516V60ILD SITMHLI(GLD (LPS6V CILIGTTTERTTS &(6h&&H ST LIFTEFI
Event date / ihl&1pe] Gx5): Reported 15-16 September 2026

Sanjukta Parashar, a 2006-batch Indian Police Service officer of the Assam-Meghalaya cadre, has been
appointed Inspector General (IG) of the Central Reserve Police Force’s Commando Battalion for
Resolute Action (CoBRA), becoming the first woman ever to head the force. The appointment was
reported on 15-16 September 2026. She succeeds Danesh Rana, a 1996-batch IPS officer of the AGMUT
cadre, and takes charge at the CoBRA sector headquarters in Delhi. Popularly called the “Iron Lady of
Assam” for her anti-insurgency record, she has earlier served as DIG in the National Investigation
Agency and as head of the CID wing of the Assam Police. In the same order, V.K. Birdi, a 2003-batch IPS
officer, was made IG of the CRPF’s VIP Security wing.

Fmb-Cuasmeuwim CsLiflest 2006 &M EH @ HH WS a6y Liessll BTl FEhe&HEST LIFTET, SHHWL
UGS MLLE smeusy LienLuflest (CRPF) ‘&10messrGLIT LILLT6S1WI6ST soLIMy CQlFGl&meuULL oy ganuest’ (GamLIpT)
UenL 8 BletTevGlLsLIT Clggssrysunss (1G) Hlwbl&sLuuL (), GLILIENLE S5 560160600 SITMEI(GLD (P56
Cluevar gL 6. @Ib5 Hlwiestid 15-16 GleLLbuy 2026 SieTm)| ClewihHwmesrs. AGMUT CaLiflest 1996

Qs mE S5 Henfl 5Cesrarq Fmevormey s (&L LNesT QUTMILIGUMAMITT; HlevedSluNev 2 siter CaTLITIT LOETITL6VE
56016V60LW S G H6v LIssslGuM S My, Hemijsd) sTHFLILIE FMSHen6sTEH:STS “ 3 FMLSlesT ©)(HLDL|LI
QluesoTLDETTf1” 6T6BT DeMIPHHLILIHEDIT; @HM (G (W6esT NIA-aNl6v DIG-gL56|D, SIFTLD STeu6VZ|6mMmUuIl6sT
CID Nifleys HemeveurmeaLd Liessflwimmnlu|siemmy.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Ggijey (p&Hws Gl g6

e CoBRA stands for Commando Battalion for Resolute Action; it is the CRPF’s specialised jungle-warfare
and guerrilla-warfare commando force, raised in 2008-09.

Gsmugm (CoBRA) etsstigl Commando Battalion for Resolute Action; @ &1 CRPF-@\est flmuiy smi(hiu Guimy
wmmILd Gl&iflévevr GUTT &LOMessTGLIT LiemL; 2008-09-E)6V 2 (THeUMSSHLILILLS).

e CoBRA was raised primarily to counter Left Wing Extremism (LWE) and is also deployed against
insurgency in the North-East.

Camugm Wwaettenowins @)L gI5mifl SallFeunssHemns (LWE) stHjolsmsiter 2 (heumssLLLLgI; euL&LpsHlev
$lenjadle g erlrnsa|w LwssTU(hHSSULHIEMS].

e The CRPF is India’s largest Central Armed Police Force, functioning under the Ministry of Home Affairs.
CRPF @b&Hlwimailest lsLiGuflw waHHw 9 u 58 Seusy LIeDL; 2 6THI0M 60L& S5 S 6T &1
QewevLIhHiH M.

¢ It was raised on 27 July 1939 as the Crown Representative’s Police and renamed the Central Reserve
Police Force on 28 December 1949 under the CRPF Act, 1949.

@81 27 2g9em6v 1939 9y66TMI H6IF6TesT GIFLIFGlFevoTGLL 1961610 GLITES6V 6T6BT 2 (HeumssLILIL (), CRPF &LL1D,
1949-@)6tt H1p 28 19&FDLIT 1949 966TM] SHHWILT LITHISTLILS SITEU6V LIEDIL 6T6sTL GlLwy mmmUiLLLg).

e Women were first inducted as CoBRA commandos in 2021; this 2026 appointment is the first time a
woman commands the force.
2021-@)6v (B EsT(WenMWITELI ClLIcToTS: 6T CH LT SLoMsssTGLISSemmes CaFfsHaLlILLLeTT; 2026-Q)6tT @)h5
IHIWILD6BTLD, (I ClLI6ToT @)LILIENL 8 (85 &606V6MLD SITILI(G6UG] (PH6V (WM.

e The CRPF also operates the Rapid Action Force (RAF) for communal riot control and CoBRA for anti-
Naxal operations.

CRPF, su(gLiLs seveurns sL(HLUTL(H&asms allenye| HLallgsensLl LiemLsnwiuw|d (RAF), Ib&&60 et TLIL|
HLEUIYEEME 8 (6Th&:EHTSH CHTLTTeneu | @wis &EImsI.
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Static GK Connect

CRPF

Raised 1939; renamed 1949; motto ‘Seva aur
Nishtha’ (Service and Loyalty); headquarters New
Delhi.

Women firsts in Indian forces
Kiran Bedi — first woman IPS officer (1972); Nina Singh
— first woman Director General of CISF (2023).

Left Wing Extremism

Addressed through the National Policy and Action Plan,
2015 and the SAMADHAN doctrine; LWE-affected
districts have fallen sharply.

Indian Police Service

One of the three All India Services under Article 312;
cadre controlling authority is the Ministry of Home
Affairs.

CRPF

1939-@)6v 2 (Heums:&Ld; 1949-@6v GlLIWIF LMMMLD;
©M&GsmsT ‘Caour 96y HlaxLn’ (Caeneuu]d
all&eumg(PLd); HemevenLowsID LG l6vedl.

@AW uenLserflév GlLesTTS 6TAl63T (Lp & 65TEmLD &S 61T
&Aiyevor GLg — (WP&6v Glueser IPS s1Hamifl (1972); Hlestm
& — CISF-@6T (p&6v GlLI6ssT @) Wis &b C1g26sTev
(2023).

@La1Fmfl Sallyounsid

CaHAlws ClsmeTens & Glewev )LD, 2015 WwMHM]LD
SAMADHAN Gsrium(p) epsvld emsswimsmiiLi(bhlélmel; LWE
UmEILIL] LOTEUL LBISET FaJ6RLoWITES (860D h 8| 6IT6ITenT.

@S W smeuey Liessfl

1Nifley 312-@etr HLp 2 6iTer eLP6sTMI SiEHl6v QbW
uessflgseiflev epetTml; GaLT SLHILILITL(H) SH&MFLD
2 6IT5|60ID S|EMDFFELD.
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ECONOMY & INTERNATIONAL - Glum(henmsmy & &FjeuGs&id

NITI Aayog releases the ninth edition of ‘Trade Watch Quarterly’
‘WCIL eurL& smevmesor(h) SiNlsensullest’ epesTLISTOUS] LiISILenL &) Guimss Gleusflui(h
Event date / ifls1pa] G5 H): 16 September 2026

On 16 September 2026, NITI Aayog released the ninth edition of its ‘Trade Watch Quarterly’ in New
Delhi. The edition covers Q1 of FY 2026-27 (April-June 2026) and was released by Shri Ashok Kumar
Lahiri, Vice-Chairman, NITI Aayog. India’s merchandise exports rose 16.0% to US$ 129.5 billion while
imports rose 19.8% to US$ 216.1 billion, leaving a merchandise trade deficit of US$ 86.6 billion.
Services exports grew 9.6% to US$ 106.7 billion against imports of US$ 54.3 billion, giving a net
services surplus of US$ 52.22 billion. India’s total trade reached US$ 506.9 billion, up 15.5% year-on-
year. India’s digitally delivered services exports touched US$ 317 billion in 2025, making India the
fourth-largest exporter of such services after overtaking Germany. The focus chapter examines India’s
metals and ores trade.

16 Qe oLy 2026 iesTmI, H1H) U CWIns: SevTg ‘19CTL UTLE SmevmessT(h)’ SNJ)&emasull6esT GREdTLIS TeU S]
usllienu L5l HleveSluflev CleusfluNLLgy). @&l 2026-27 HIH) WIT6ssTIg 6T (LPSH6V ST6VTEssTERIL (6JLIN6v-2TO6bT
2026) 2 eremLsEH W g); K1 UCwins glemessrs Heneveul] SCems &Ly somramifl GleusluNC L.
@nbHlwmailest LissoTL L1 QUIMIH6T sfHMIE) 16.0% 2 wifnha| 129.5 Nevedlwest 9i6\wifl&s Lrevymsa)Lb,
@& EwH 19.8% 2 wiihgl 216.1 1N6veSlwsst LTsuITEHa LD @) (HbhSEI; LIESTL eujsH5 &L LMmTs & enm 86.6
NeveSlwiest LTevy. Geemeu ymmMILDEL 9.6% 2 wifbgl 106.7 LNevedlwisst LTsviy; @m&s &L 54.3 NeveSlwiest
Lmevij; hlasy Caemeu 2 Liifl 52.22 1N6v6Slwiedt LITevI. ClMS S aufs 5w 15.5% 2 wijhgl 506.9 19svedlwisst
Lmevij. @ib&Hlwimeilsst stevorsssfloioms eupmisLiLhHib CFemneu ssmmIwg) 2025-E)6v 317 LN6LeSIWI6HT LITevenTs
QsrL(H), Ogiwesflenw (WihH Brersmalg GLflw gomiwSHlwmenyns @bHWT 2 WFHSSI.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&H\ws &mLIL 86T

¢ NITI Aayog (National Institution for Transforming India) was constituted on 1 January 2015, replacing
the Planning Commission; the Prime Minister is its Chairperson.

51&) Guinss (National Institution for Transforming India) 1 ggesteuifl 2015 9y65TM| S LS (5 (065 (S LI
uSlevns e ELILLLE; LNTSLF GS65T Hemevaul.

e Shri Ashok Kumar Lahiri assumed office as Vice-Chairman of NITI Aayog on 8 May 2026, succeeding Shri
Suman Bery.
2CFms (GLomy svmramlifl 8 G 2026 yssTm] H1H) HUCWITE Flem6voTs HemeveurmaLl LM |LIGUMMITY; &rLoedT
Guifla gL NesT L5695, eubSTI.

¢ Global goods trade reached US$ 13.7 trillion in the first half of calendar 2026, up 12.5%, while global
services trade grew 10.5%.
2 6V&LI LIGUITL 6UTSHS55LD 2026 SHTeV6TITLIT 2,600TIg65T (PSH6v Limluflev 12.5% 2 wijhgl 13.7 1g9iflsveSlwiest
LTeveniy 6T IgWig]; 2 6v8 Ceemeu aufsH s 10.5% 6U6TTHS S

¢ On metals and ores, India supplied only US$ 36.8 billion, or 1.8%, of a global import market of about
US$ 2 trillion; imports nearly doubled from US$ 32.2 billion (2015) to US$ 60.5 billion (2025).
2 Geumasris6lT & &rgsa61flev, &My 2 1gfleveSlWwest LIevT 268 @m& LS & Fhensuilev @mbHlwim 36.8
Nevedlwiest LITev, 315 meug| 1.8% L (HiGL supra&lwg); @ms&@wH) 32.2 Nevedlwest LmsvifleS(Hbgl (2015)
60.5 L96veSlwiest Lmevymas (2025) HLLSSLL @\ IgLILITEsTS].

¢ India is a net importer of iron and steel and of aluminium, and is 100% import-dependent on nickel and
cobalt; Odisha, Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh account for over three-fourths of mineral production.
@nHwr @\ (HLoL & 6Teo(s), Sisviblssilghlev Hlary @m & g hlwmers; Hlésev, Camumsvligsy 100%
@ms G wéHenws FNTHSIETNGI; @IGEFT, FTRENVST6T, F&5H6MaIT &6vfl 2 MLISHUN6L (P&HS&HITEV LIMKIEG,8 (GLD
Guev umisefle:&leTme6T.
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e Export-market standouts for the quarter were ASEAN (+61.3%) and East Africa (+89.0%).

@) 88 meVIT6stTIg 65T GJHMILHEF Flhem s & FMLILIDFHEIS6T: Y Flwimsst (+61.3%) HMID HP&E LN fleasm

(+89.0%).

Static GK Connect

NITI Aayog

Chairperson: Prime Minister; Governing Council
includes all Chief Ministers and Lieutenant Governors;
CEO is an officer of Secretary rank.

NITI Aayog indices

SDG India Index, Composite Water Management Index,
India Innovation Index, Export Preparedness Index,
National Multidimensional Poverty Index.

Balance of trade
Exports minus imports of goods; the current account
additionally includes services, income and transfers.

Digitally delivered services
Services supplied remotely over digital networks — IT,

software, business, professional and financial services.

& Cwis

senevall: NTSLOIT; U, (6THem&:SE (5 (LLaTl6V Sier165TS 5]
(PBHEVEMLDEEFTEH(STHLD &)601650TIHI6M6V 2, (6THIHT&H(6THLD; CEO
Clsweureny S5&H60 @\(HLILITI.

&) Cwis GmluibHrasei

SDG @mpSlwim GmMlui(h), sal () B GCevmsssrenios
GG, @bHw LSSTESS GOIUI6H), THMILSS
swrjblensvs GMIuibH), Caflw ussTpsLl Lflmesst
sumienns: (GMIuS(hH.

uTS5S @By

QumpLseiflesT FHMILS) B S H60 @M& (& LE); HLLIL|E
&H6vTEH160 CFEMEUE6IT, 61(THLOMEBTLD, LM N (H) &5 (6THLD
S|LEI(GLD.

eTevoT6uof1LOLOITE: EULPEISLILI(HLD CFemearsssiT

6T6BBT6TBf1LD 6UEBIVILIENLOLIL| 56T UL LIS S

QI memevaNed)(HibsI aulpmIsLILI(HLD Caeneuser — IT,
QesTQILIM(W 6T, 6uessils, Qs mlsvpenm, HlH &
Caemeusseir.

DGFT exempts export consignments up to Rs.3 lakh from the RCMC requirement

1.3 VL&D auemuilevimest FMHMILDS)EF &8 (58 (6TH8(H RCMC Caemeauuiled)(pbsl DGFT aflevs (s
Event date / fl&1pa| CsH): Notification dated 15 September 2026; announced 16 September 2026

The Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT), under the Department of Commerce, Ministry of
Commerce and Industry, issued Notification No. 36/2026-27-DGFT dated 15 September 2026 exempting
export consighments whose FOB (Free-on-Board) value does not exceed Rs.3,00,000 per consignment
from the requirement of a Registration-cum-Membership Certificate (RCMC). The change was
publicised on 16 September 2026. The notification amends paragraph 2.57 of the Foreign Trade Policy,
2023 by inserting a new sub-paragraph, and takes effect immediately. Consignments valued above Rs.
3,00,000 continue to require a valid RCMC wherever it is otherwise applicable. It was issued under

Section 5 of the Foreign Trade (Development and Regulation) Act, 1992. The stated purpose is to

promote small-value exports, especially those moving through postal, courier and other emerging

channels.

suessflasd & QBMIH6L EMWEFHSHH6IT UTSHS55HS Hlenmuilest &1p 2 sitem CleusfiBTL () aufs 5
@uwsmrs (DGFT), 15 GlelLwuly 2026 GaHuNLL 9imledlliL] stesor 36/2026-27-DGFT epsuib, FOB
WHLIL| (I FIJ& (58, €H.3,00,000-208 SHMETITLTS JOHMILDHF FIJ8(E)8(61h (&) LiHey-&Lb-2 m| LI esTiy
gnesrmsLp (RCMC) CsemeuuNed) (hha) eflevss @ Sieflss581. 85 16 QFLILDLIF 2026 Si65Tm)|
QeusfluLOLL LG @5 SiMlellliL GleusfiBTL(h) 6ufss5ss Clamsitens 2023-Gl6ir LGS 2.57-28 H)(HHH)
yHuw 2 LughHenws CoisiHlmel; 2 LetTigins {L06V|8 (8, eu(hHmEI. em.3,00,000-8 &, GLosv WH)LIL|6Tem
FIJ5(85(61h5(E RCMC Q5mLjhHg] Caemeu. CleusflBrl(h) euisHsss (Cwum) & ok wWenm) FLLLb, 1992-
@ et 1N1fley 5-@\6tT HLp QUPEISLILILLE]. SUM6V, Saflwi oMb YHw auflser euflunss Clgsvsyib Flm)

wHL FhmiwSHsener 2o @allliLGs CohmeasLb.
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KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&Hws &mILIL 86T

e RCMC stands for Registration-cum-Membership Certificate; it is issued by Export Promotion Councils
(EPCs), Commodity Boards and Export Development Authorities notified under the Foreign Trade Policy.
RCMC stesTLIg I LSla-81b-2 miLiesty nestmsLp; @51 CleusflBL () eufsH 558 ClemeTensullsst &1
aMeNs&sIULL ymin S 2ars@ailLiL westmriger (EPC), LessTL eumflwmkisst, eymmind) Coumi (i
S1,6TI6TTTILITGISEITITEV 6ULPMEISLILI(HEIMS).

An RCMC is the document that allows an exporter to claim benefits and concessions under the Foreign
Trade Policy; it is applied for through the DGFT’s common digital platform.
QeusfiBIL(h) uTsH 5858 ClemsTenasUl6dT 1P F6V16M8EENEITL|LD LISV65TSn6MILLD GaHT eJMMILDHWITEN(HE(S)
RCMC Gz emeu; DGFT-@\6ot GlLIME;)| eT6vvTennf 108 H6ms St suiflwims eflessresTLiNs&LLHSEMSI.
e FOB (Free-on-Board) value is the value of goods at the exporter’s port of shipment, excluding freight
and insurance; CIF additionally includes cost, insurance and freight.
FOB (Free-on-Board) &)L stesTLIg sfMISwimemiflest Fienm (P& 5 H6v GClLm(pLs6iflesT DSILIL; FiF& (55
sLLevoT(pLd sTLSHIW Briseunss. CIF-@l6v Glasveay, L), &85 s sl Lssor(pd G&(mHLb.
e The Foreign Trade Policy 2023 came into force on 1 April 2023 and, unlike earlier policies, has no end
date — it is updated as required.
QeusfIBIL(h) uFs 5858 GClemsiTens 2023 1 gLigsv 2023 Si65TM| HLDEVIS (S UHSSI; (LPIHeM W
Qs meitenssemsLl GUmevssTn) @ S5M (&) (Wigeys CaH @svemev — CaemeusGammULl LgILIN&asLILbHEIDEI.
e The DGFT is headed by the Director General of Foreign Trade, who is also an ex-officio Additional
Secretary to the Government of India.

DGFT-8(), GCleusfliBTL(h) sufsH 55 @18 (&b C1Z26TI6L Hemevenlo HTHIEGSIMITY; euf @bHw SiF&lest
usai aulfl Fa(hHsHev ClFWevTsTITEH|D G)(THLILITI.

This is a Notification, not a Public Notice or a Trade Notice — a distinction the DGFT maintains for policy
amendments, procedural changes and clarifications respectively.

@81 o7 9iMleflliy (Notification); Qung] MeNGEens 9j6v6v5] UTHHSH HMENGENS j6V6V. Cl&HT6TENSS
S(HSHHLD, HEOIL (P LMMHMLD, ClS6iflayenl o flweummis g DGFT @euGaumumienLll GUssn)HmE].

Static GK Connect

DGFT DGFT

Attached office of the Department of Commerce; TS558 HlemmuileiT @)ene6taTLiL] SI6V|6U6VSID;

formulates and implements the Foreign Trade Policy; QeuefiBITL [ UTSE588 ClEmeTenSenW 6u(E5SI

issues IEC (Importer-Exporter Code). SR SHIEMGI; IEC (Qm&E&LH)-aynmIws) GmMuibH)
UG HIMS].

FT(D&R) Act, 1992 FT(D&R) &L LD, 1992

Replaced the Imports and Exports (Control) Act, 1947; @& ELH & ghmiwd) (sLEHLUT(H) FLlLb, 1947-85GL

provides for development and regulation of foreign ugleuns eubssl; CleuefBIL(h) 6uFsH5s Cuwump &

trade. R(LMEIE(PNME (S, eULfleu(ESHEHMGI.

Export Promotion Councils ey M| 28 G el L6sTMHIGSET

Sector bodies such as FIEO, AEPC (apparel), EEPC FIEO, AEPC (gi6mL), EEPC (Qlumpiluflwisv), CLE (Gzmev),

(engineering), CLE (leather) and GJEPC (gems and GJEPC (p&g5evTd & hemss) CUIMETM SlemmE Ty

jewellery). S|6MIDLIL|S61T.

Key export schemes W&HE W gHMILHS S LkIg6T

RoDTEP, Advance Authorisation, EPCG, Duty Drawback = RODTEP, (psitgaligw 9ru&snyw, EPCG, smiseuifl

and the Interest Equalisation Scheme. S (HLULEILMEL, 6uLlly FeTUNL(HS HILLID.
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Ministry of Coal announces the 16th round of commercial coal mine auctions

sussoflas hlevssIfle symss sJeus SlesT 16-,018] &DMI — Hlevssifl SjenwasFsHD Hmlailii
Event date / fl&1p6] G5H): Announced 16 September 2026; launched 17 September 2026

The Ministry of Coal announced on 16 September 2026 that it would launch the 16th round of
commercial coal mine auctions, and the round was formally launched in New Delhi on 17 September
2026 by Shri Satish Chandra Dubey, Minister of State for Coal and Mines, with Shri Vikram Dev Dutt,
Secretary (Coal). The round offers 25 coal blocks — 21 fully explored and 4 partially explored — across
nine coal-bearing states: Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Odisha, Telangana and West Bengal. Of these, 6 mines fall under the Coal Mines (Special
Provisions) Act and 19 under the MMDR Act. At the same event, Coal Mine Development and
Production Agreements (CMDPAs) were executed for six mines auctioned in earlier rounds, together
holding about 1,504 million tonnes of geological reserves and a combined peak rated capacity of 11.62
million tonnes per annum.

blevssif]l gienwassD 16 ClFLLbUF 2026 6tTm) suessilas Hlevssifle &mis geusSlest 16-gL015]
shenms CFTLEISICUTUSTS JMleNS55]; 17 GlFlLbuUf 2026 esTm] L5 Hlevedluilsv Hlevssifl &
&LIS Q\enewTWenNEFT FHaw FhHHT HICU (peonmwnss C5TLEIE eneussT; Hlevssifle GCl&wevmery
alls Cael 55 2 Lesfl(Hbsmy. @ &smmlev 25 Hlevasifl LG Hes6T — 21 (P60 WITES QLT L emel, 4
LG SHwerne g ymuliLlLeneu — eTLg| IHlevsaifl mbleurisserflev euLpmissLiLI(H S esTM6DT: | (IhH6TTITE&6VLl
NyGx &, IS&my, F55610681), QMTH8&65TL, HEH WL LNFCHFID, LOGTITOKIYTIT, (RL9ET, 615 6VkIS T6oTIT,
Gm (g eurisLD. @eUMmIsT 6 &HImiIskIST Hlevssifle symss (FinLL eNSlsser) FLLsSesr (o, 19
MMDR &L L5 &)6T &(1pLb 6u(H & 6sTM6DT.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gsijey (pa&Hlws GmILIL&6T

e Commercial coal mining was opened to the private sector in 2020; the auctions carry no end-use
restriction and permit 100% FDI through the automatic route.
6u6wtfl & [hlevs & Iflg symisLD 2020-@)6v esflwmh s &5 HMEHBLILLLE]; Jevrkiserflev @mIHIL LwesTLmL(Hd
sLhHUuT®h @svensy; smesflumki&) suifluilsv 100% isstesflw Coiyiy (pS565(H SiemibSH L bHIEmE).

e Across the fifteen completed rounds, 147 coal mines have been auctioned, bringing in 44 new
companies, an expected annual revenue of about Rs.47,500 crore and capital investment of over Rs.
55,000 crore.
iHlemmeuenLbs LiHlenestibgl smmisseiflev 147 Hlevssifl& & JmismIg6T efsuld el LUl (), 44 LHw
151 MI6UEBTIRIS 6T 6UTHGI61T6ITedT; y,680T(H) 6u(THeUMIl &LoMmiy eh.47,500 Gaimig; epevsest (W65 em.55,000
Gmmigss (g Cuosv.

e Coal meets about 55% of India’s primary energy needs and over 70% of electricity generation; India’s
coal production crossed 1 billion tonnes for the second consecutive year.

@nSHlwnailsst (psesTenId &4, MHM6V CoHemaiuiley siomy 55%-ggu, Wlest 2 MHLSHuN6L 70%-8 (5L
Guwevrestems Wb Hleva&ifl lemmey QFIEIMEI; @bHlwmailes Hlevasifl 2 HLSSH) QS TLTHSI
@ resoTLeug| S1,605TLTE 100 CaiTly LetTements: &LIHSSI-

e Coal India Limited (CIL), incorporated in 1975 with headquarters at Kolkata, is the world’s largest coal-

producing company and a Maharatna CPSE.

1975-@6v limisuliLl (i) Cl&M6VE S5 Ten6US &606V6NDWISHLTSS GlamesTL Gamev @bHlwim eSNs1GILL (CIL)
2 sv&leot LB&LGILAW Hlevssifl 2 mLS S HimieauesTid LMHMILD DS TFEHEsTIT [HMI616sTLD.

e Jharkhand, Odisha and Chhattisgarh hold the largest coal reserves in India; the Gondwana formations
account for the bulk of India’s coal.
WMTEHSHETITL, @IQET, FHH60sT @bHlwmailes WsLlGuflw Hlevsssifl @)\ (pLiL|semens 68 mesor(H6iT6mesT;
@nHlw Hlevssifluiiev ClL(HLLIE S CasmestT eumestr Lilg6|ss6rfled)(Hibg] eu(hHEMSI.

e CMDPA stands for Coal Mine Development and Production Agreement, the contract signed between the
Nominated Authority and the successful bidder.

CMDPA etstTLIg)| IHl6v&&Ifl& srymis Guwump) & 2 mus S eliLbhad; @& Hlwwesst SH e mifle @)L
QeumMECILIHM VBT (THE (LD @6 uflevImesT eLILIHSLD.
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Static GK Connect

Coal types

Peat - Lignite - Bituminous - Anthracite, in increasing
order of carbon content; anthracite is the highest
grade.

Neyveli, Tamil Nadu

NLC India Limited, a Navratna CPSE, mines lignite at
Neyveli, Cuddalore district — India’s principal lignite
field.

MMDR Act, 1957

The Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation)
Act governs mineral concessions; amended in 2015,
2021 and 2023.

Ministry of Coal
Responsible for exploration and development of coal
and lignite reserves; oversees CIL, NLC India and SCCL.

hlevs:sifl euet18 8 61T
&1fl gjemey M suiflemsuilev: 15 - edl&ementL. -
NLGHIblestery - Y HSTMEL; Y HSHTMEFL 2 WITSHIFLD.

QB WIGeu6N), HLO1LPIHIT(H

SLEVITT meuL LD CIpuIGeusSuf6v meuiys eorm
himjeusstiomest NLC @b wim eSS GILL Loy Hlevssifl
eI BHE M| — @HHWITE 63T (LB 6EITENLD 65185 6M6BTL. ELLIGV.

MMDR &LLIb, 1957

SIS REIS6T & H6vflomkigeT (GLoLIM{H) & OIS Wenm)
FLLLD s6vfloE Fevienssmener HlijeuhHsHme); 2015,
2021, 2023-8l6v H(HS5SLILILLF.

blevs:5ifl 9em&F&a1D

Blevssifl & edlsensoTl @)\(HLIL 66T QU6 &
Guburl (&@LU Clummitiy; CIL, NLC @b&Hwim, SCCL
Hwaumenm CourjeneuuNHiE M.
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TAMIL NADU SPECIAL - 510pmHrH HAmiiy

Tamil Nadu notifies the State Mental Healthcare Regulations, 2026
s811pBmH) wrblev westHevLl LFTIFILL el wenmsaer, 2026 SiMle9NLiL]
Event date / ifls1pa] G5 H): 16 September 2026

On 16 September 2026, the Tamil Nadu State Mental Health Authority (TNSMHA) notified the Tamil
Nadu State Mental Healthcare Regulations, 2026, framed under Section 123 of the Mental Healthcare
Act, 2017. Registration with the State Mental Health Authority becomes mandatory for mental health
establishments, and the Regulations cover five categories — standalone mental health establishments,
psychiatric departments of medical colleges, psychiatric wards in multi-speciality hospitals, de-
addiction centres and psychosocial rehabilitation centres. Establishments must provide a minimum of
six square metres of space per bed and maintain separate wards for men, women, boys and girls, plus
a gender-neutral ward. Physical restraint may be used only to prevent imminent harm and only with a
psychiatrist’s approval, must be entered in a separate Restraint Register, and the family or nominated
representative must be informed within 24 hours. Patient records are to be preserved for at least ten
years.

16 QFlLUT 2026 i65Tm], SLOPHT(H M6V LOEBTIHEV S,6065sTWID (TNSMHA), WwesTihevl LTl E
FLLID, 2017-@)er LN1fl6y 123-@)6bT &1p 6u(GSHHLILLL SLOPHIT(H OMIH6V LO6BTIHEVLT LIFTLOKILIL]
aN&(perma6iT, 2026-23 SMONSSH 5. LO6BTIH6V [HlMI61EBTIEIS (6THE (& LOMIHI6V LDEBTIHEV Sy emesTiSHl6v LiSley
sLLTWLrSMmS]; NS (Ppenmas6T obh5 616018 5HEN6IT 2_6T6ITL 8 (5,H\60TM6sT — 565155 LDEBTIH6V
IBIMIIEBTRIS 61T, LD (TH5 G I6u8 S6VeVTIfl&6If65T LD6sTIHEVES &I6MMEs6IT, LISV GIHITE (8 LO(HE 5611060160155 61fl 65T
LD6BTIHEV UM (Hl&s6iT, GUTenaLIGCILIM(IH6T a9 (HL(h) EMLOWIMBISHEIT, 2 6MTEFeLps LOMIEUTLD6 6MLOWIMBISEIT. 62(Ih
LbH&6088 (8, (5enDHSLLFLD M| &5 LT @ L1 Gaussor(Hld; 6601, GlLiesor, Elmieury, HlM|LBWI(IHEEH5S
566f15 s6vfl eumij(HasEmLsst LiImedlent b(Hiblenev sumjhHip CaHemeu. 2 L6v FHwmest L (HLILM({H 2 L6vTlg
ShIenss 5([H&8 L (HGL, LD6BTIHEV Lo(Th5 g16uIflesT epLIL|&6|L65T L (HGL LwesTu{HlSHLILL Geussor(Hbd; &evfl
sLHUUTLHIU uhHGeul v HMssLILL CeusssT(Hb; (& H\DLSSHISE, 24 Wwevsfl CHIsH M G 6T G5 flallss
GeuevT(Hd. GHMWITETT LK SH6IT (560MHSH 5] LI5S S,680T(H &6 LM 1smeasLILL Geaussor(hb.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Ggje (p&HWws @Il s6iT

e The Mental Healthcare Act, 2017 replaced the Mental Health Act, 1987 and came into force on 29 May
2018; it aligns Indian law with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
6sTHeVLI LIFMWfILLE FLLID, 2017 Wo6sTIh6vs FLLLD, 1987-8(5L1 LHlevrs aumbgl 29 G 2018 9|66Tm)]
SN UbHSS]; @51 2.BIT. LIHMISH MevTmefg6T 2 flen a6t BT (HLeT QhHWE FLLEenS
@enssoTs£MSI.

e The Act guarantees a right to access mental healthcare, recognises Advance Directives and the
appointment of a Nominated Representative, and decriminalises attempted suicide.
@&&LLID WwevtHevLl LiIFmfllenul Clum|b 2 flsnwenw 2 m|H) ClFWIEMEI; (PeTFaLllgll 2 55J686en6ITLLD
Hlwiest LNFHIBIS) Hlwibestsens Wb HrEsHHEEMmSE]; SHol&smemey (PpwmHFlenwls (SHMMHMSTEES M.

¢ It establishes the Central Mental Health Authority, State Mental Health Authorities and Mental Health
Review Boards.
@81 SHW LDEBTIHEV QY,EMETTTILILD, LOITIHI6V LDEBTIHEV &,6METTTIIMEIS 6T, LD6BTIHEV oMY, W16 6Tk 6iT
A Hlweumenm Sen&HEIMS.

e The TNSMHA functions from the campus of the Government Institute of Mental Health, Kilpauk, Chennai
— one of Asia’s oldest mental health institutions, tracing its origins to 1794.
TNSMHA Gl&stTement SLPLILIMESLD | J& LDEBTIHEV LD(IHSE6LLD60I6BT 6U6ITITE: 5601 (hh &I Gl&wsvLI(HSme] —
@51 oLFlumailesT LILPEmLDWITEsT LO6BTIH6V HmIeussTrig6rflév ¢pedTmI; 1794 aueniy 315607 CISH L& ELD
Qzsv&m&I.
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¢ India’s flagship programme in this field is the National Mental Health Programme (1982), with the
District Mental Health Programme (1996) and the Tele MANAS helpline 14416.

@5 s1emmuilev @bHlwmailsst (W& etTenLos HILLLD CH W 6sTHevS HLLLD (1982); 2 L 65T oMUl L LD6sTIHevE,

SILLID (1996) wmmiid G169 evrev 2 e erevor 14416.

¢ A draft of these Regulations had been circulated for public objections in April 2026; the 16 September

2026 step is the final notification.

@esuaih(penmaseiflest auemize eJLIF6v 2026-@)6v GILIMGILOE 6T Y, CFLIen6tTESH TS CleusfluNL L’ L g); 16

Q&LLIDLIT 2026 sTedTLg| @MISH SinledliiLy.

Static GK Connect

Mental Healthcare Act, 2017
Section 115 decriminalises attempted suicide; Section
123 empowers State Authorities to make regulations.

Health in the Constitution

Public health and hospitals are State List entries;
population control and medical education are
Concurrent List subjects.

NIMHANS
National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences,
Bengaluru — an Institute of National Importance.

World Mental Health Day
Observed on 10 October every year; initiated by the
World Federation for Mental Health in 1992.

6sTH6VLI LML & &L, 2017

1Nifley 115 MG &Tem6L (PWmHHenuwiss
GSODOWOOETESEGSEDSI; Nifley 123 wrbev
1,60163BTLLINIES (6TH 85 (&5 6155 (LPEMmM B 61T 611(8)8 (BHLD SIS SHMITLD
Sefll&Hme.

ArHlwevsnoliNey &E&ETSTFLD

QUNE| HHTSTF(PLD LD (THSEI61LDEM6BTSH(STHLD LOMIHl6VLI
ULIgwed)6v; & SHETOSTen&s &L (HILILMHID (HSH 5168
sevailu|b ClLmgI LIl igwieSlev.

NIMHANS

Caélw wesTHevd & HLNWeL Hflaflwev Himieaussribd,
QUIRIGeeTH(IhH — CHEIW (P& H WIS G)6ULD eUMTIHS
1hlmjeuevTiD.

2 6V8 LD6BTIH6V &) 6BTLD

2,655T(H CHMMILD 10 &GLITLIT Si65TM)]
AWIFNHHELILHSEDS]; 1992-8)6v 2 618 LDEBTIHEVE
Fal LenLILmey Q5 TLBISILLLS).
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Tamil Nadu defers the expanded Perunthalaivar Kamaraj Breakfast Scheme launch to 22
September

aNifleurssLULL ClU(HIHSEn6V6UIT ST &HT6t6V 2 6537165 HILLS ST 22
CIEFLILIDLI(HE S R Hen6uLiL]
Event date / ifls1pe| G5 H): 16 September 2026

On 16 September 2026, the Tamil Nadu government announced that the launch of the expanded
Perunthalaivar Kamaraj Breakfast Scheme — extending the free breakfast programme from the
primary classes to Classes VI to VIl in government and aided schools — has been deferred from 17
September to 22 September 2026. The postponement was made because Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay
was on an official investment visit to London. Social Welfare Secretary Smt. Pallavi Baldev conveyed
the revised date and implementation instructions to all District Collectors. The rollout covers all
districts except Chengalpattu and Tiruppur, where the Model Code of Conduct is in force for the
Madurantakam and Dharapuram by-elections. As announced in the 2026-27 budget, the expansion
covers about 15.14 lakh additional students in around 15,414 schools at a cost of about Rs.710 crore.
16 QlzLiLbLy 2026 i6dTmI, SLOPHT([H ST, T8 LOHMID AHFsH 2 5aN6lLmILDd LsiTerflgeiflev 6 (P&H6L 8-24, 1D
su(5LiL aueniy @leveus simemev 2 ssstemel allifleLI(HSSHILD ClLI(HHEHen6VeUTT SMLFTRIT STV 2 653165
SILLS CsMLES56m8 17 GlFlLufled(Hhgl 22 QFLLDLUIT 2026-5 @5Henaliusns SmleNs55I.
WwaevenwEsT . GRmaLl aN1ggul 6V6TITL D)5 (8 HSSMTLILL T (Pp&H6eSL(HILI LiwiessTLd

Gom G\ & MevtTIY(HIHSHHT6V B\HS & HeMalLiL]. FeLps [H6V QLem6voTWIf/Gl&Wwevmery Lisvevall LImsuGg el
S H W CaHlenwiud ClewsvL(HE D auLfl(LPenM&HEN6ITU|LD |6068TS S| LOMEUL L 1l WIT85(6TH 8 (8LD
CsfeNssy. CemissvUL(H) WHMIWD H(HLULLT SailT Sien6esTs 5] maULLEis6fleib @&
QrweLLI(HSSLILIHLD; SHBIE) LHITTHSSLD, STFTL I SlenL 50875608 (EhE 8 TS IS L5608

el (enm 9edlev 2 6iTengl. 2026-27 HlHlblensv SiMlSGens MlaNliNesTLig, siomy 15,414 ueerflserflev
15.14 euL &b Fa (hBH6V LOMEBTTEUTS6IT; Cl&F6ev6 &My eh.710 Casmig.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gsia| (p&Hws &mMLIL 6T

e The breakfast scheme was launched in Tamil Nadu in 2022 for students of Classes | to V in government
schools, and was later extended to aided schools.
@h55 srenev 2 6voTe s HILLLD SLOIPHITLIgev 2022-@)6v SiyaLl LsiTeflgerflest 1 (Pp&Hev 5-941b au(gLiL
LDITEBBTEUIT85(6TH&5(8 S Gl mLmsLLL (), Nestest 2 5alClLmib Lisitefas smh s & eflifleunssLulLg)|.

It has been renamed the Perunthalaivar Kamaraj Breakfast Scheme in honour of K. Kamaraj, Chief

Minister of Madras State from 1954 to 1963 and a Bharat Ratna awardee (1976, posthumous).

1954 p56v 1963 aueny GClFesTement LOMBI6V (PSHEVENOEFTTEH @\ (HHS, LUMTS TH6oTT (1976, yssorsSImEL

Yesr) QUMM 8. HMWLHTRI hlenssTeuns @8 CILI(HHSHEMEV6UIT SHTLOFTIIT HTEN6V 2 650161 HILLLD 6TevTL

CuwF rMHMUUL (H6iTerg).

e Kamaraj is remembered for introducing the Midday Meal Scheme in Madras State and for a large
expansion of school education; his birth anniversary, 15 July, is observed as Education Development
Day in Tamil Nadu.

Qzettement LOMIEleVS Hl6v W 2 6voT6 5 SIL LSS HM(W&LUILHISH WSMm G LsiTerfls sevallemw ClLflgib
aNifleyuBHlSHWHMHEG LD STFTRI Hlemee|gFaFLLbHIEDMT; eurs NmHSHTemTesT 15 2796em6v
SDHTL 196V Hevail euemyed HTemms: AHewIFiflesLLHSEMEI.

¢ C. Joseph Vijay of the Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) is the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, having
assumed office on 10 May 2026 after the 2026 Assembly election.
5U1ps Cleumms swasSle (TVK) H. Gxrell eflggul 5L5DHTLIg6sT (pHeven&sT; 2026 sLLLUGUNmMaIS
CaisaisEL NME 10 G 2026 siestm) LSNGWMHMT.

e The original launch date of 17 September had been chosen because it is the birth anniversary of

Thanthai Periyar E.V. Ramasamy.

W56916v G5IHOsHS&EUULL 17 QFULbUl G55 hensg Cluflwny rF.Cleu. Frwams) jeujserflsst

YNWbSH6T sTesTLS TV G5 FTH0IS (H&H&LILILLG).
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¢ School nutrition in Tamil Nadu is delivered through the breakfast scheme alongside the Centre’s PM

POSHAN (Mid-Day Meal) scheme.

SLILPHTL 196V LisiTerfl 2am L 55 8], HMe016V 2 650165 S LS GIL60T LS HW y&lest 6T Cumagesor (LoHw

2 _evot6)|) HILLSH60T eulSlinssayld eulpraisLiLI(HSmgI.

Static GK Connect

K. Kamaraj

Born 15 July 1903 at Virudhunagar; called
‘Perunthalaivar’ and ‘Kingmaker’; author of the 1963
Kamaraj Plan.

Midday Meal / PM POSHAN

Begun in Madras Corporation schools in 1925;
universalised nationally in 1995; renamed PM POSHAN
in 2021.

Model Code of Conduct
Enforced by the Election Commission of India from the

announcement of an election until results are declared.

Periyar E.V. Ramasamy

Born 17 September 1879 at Erode; founder of the Self-
Respect Movement (1925) and Dravidar Kazhagam
(1944).

&. ST

15 gg9emev 1903, el (h&IH K6V LNOHSTT;
‘QUpHBHemeveur)’, ‘HlmIGLE ST’ eTevTL
CummUu@GIEmmy; 1963 smopTmy SILLSens
2 (HeumsSlwelr.

wHlw 2 evore] / LNerd CLimag6v0T

1925-@)6v Cl&ssTement LOMBEFTLEL LisiTerf & 61fl6v
QsmLmIfHwgl; 1995-@l6v Hm[H (W(peusib eNifleunssib;
2021-@)6v L9e11d GLITO3:630T 6T6dTLI GILIWIT LOMMHMLD.

wrElifl pLEmS aflFlwenm

Cais6v SIMINLIL] (PSH6L (Plg6as6iT nflafldasriLH D
suen) ] @\HHWS CHTH6V J,676TTTILIS BT6V
SwevLI(HH5LILHSMSI.

Quflumy FF.Gleu. Fmw&mLS)

17 QzuLbuy 1879, FGrmiigsy NmbBEN; swwflwmens
@ussib (1925), SipmeilLiy spsb (1944) himieusstiy.

Nominations close for the Madurantakam and Dharapuram by-elections; polling on 6

October

LGITTHSELD, STFTLITLD QenL 5685 TH6V Gaul L6y |8 STe86v Hlenmey; i&5CLITUIT 6-6v
auns (g LILSle]

Event date / fl&1p6] C5H): 16 September 2026 (last date for nominations)

16 September 2026 was the last date for filing nominations for the by-elections to the Madurantakam
and Dharapuram Assembly constituencies in Tamil Nadu, both of which are reserved for Scheduled
Castes. The vacancies arose after sitting AIADMK MLAs resigned and joined the Tamilaga Vettri

Kazhagam. The nomination window ran from 9 to 16 September 2026, with scrutiny on 17 September
and withdrawal until 19 September; polling is on 6 October 2026 from 7.00 a.m. to 6.30 p.m. Thirteen
nominations were filed in Madurantakam — including K. Maragatham Kumaravel (TVK), I. Paranthaman
(DMK), Janakiraman (Naam Tamilar Katchi) and former MLA Kanitha Sampath (AIADMK). Seventeen
nominations were filed in Dharapuram, including P. Sathyabama (TVK) and Suganya (DMK).
Madurantakam is in Chengalpattu district and Dharapuram in Tiruppur district.

SLILPIBITL 19657 LS| TITTHSSLD LOMHMILD STFTL LD FLLLETMS C15mEHSH) BemL 565785608 (61H 8 & m6uT

CeauL o5 SE:86065T HevnL& HT6IT 16 GlEFLLIbLIT 2026; @\nstoT(hd STPSSLILLCLIT(HE (S @SISSHLILILL
QM@ a6, HH(Ps FLLI6STM 2 miLINeTias6T pTrgdlesTmom Cl&ulg)| HL1ps Gleumns &Lp8 8 Hl60

@ enerTHs 5m6v HTeSIUILEIS6T efiHLLL63T. Caul L|oen|s smeuld 9 (Pp&Hev 16 Gl&LiL by 2026 eusniy; 17
QeULbUy uflfevensst; 19 GIELILDLIT susny Hl(HLOLILI GlLIM6V; eums G LiLge] 6 9&GLTLIT 2026 STemev
7.00 (1p56Y Tem6Y 6.30 suen) . LGHITTHSSHS5SH6V 13 Call L|Loen)|&8&6iT — &. &SI (§LFGaisy (TVK), ©).
UrhSM6esT (£ (Wes), QmesTHIFmLo6sT (IHITLD SLONLPT SHL &), (LPETEBTITEIT 6TLD.6T6V. 6], H6vIHIT FLOLIS (15 (P&5).
srymyrsS$lev 17 Ceul LwenisssiT; 1. ssHlwumom (TVK), ssetwm (Sl(pss) 2 LLiL.
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KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&Hws &mILIL 86T

e The Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly has 234 elected seats; the current House is the 17th Assembly,

elected in 2026.

SKHTH FLLUCUTsnsuuiisv 234 CaH6SHS&LILLL @)L KIS6T; SHCLTnSW emeu 17-9 015

FLLLUGUTeme; 2026-Ql6v CaIHOSHSGSLILILLSI.

Under Section 151A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, a casual vacancy must ordinarily be

filled within six months of its occurrence.

wa a6 LNyHihHsgeus &L, 1951-@lest LNifley 151A-@)6br Lilg, HMGFWevmsst HreSluilLLd GlLmgeumss

QLM LTSI (ETHE (56T BIFLILLiLL Geussor(hLd.

Seats are reserved for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes under Article 332 of the Constitution, in

proportion to their population in the State.

SrHlwevenoLilest Nifley 332-@esr &1, LOMIHlLSH SV SiEUTHENG| L& SHETEISTens aNHH S5 H60
SMPSSLILLGLTT LHMILD LILPEIE9ulesT(h & (& QLM 68|88 LI ([H &esTmevT.

Candidates must file an affidavit in Form 26 disclosing assets, liabilities, educational qualifications and

criminal antecedents.

GeuLLImeTa 61T C\&F TS 818 861T, HL65TH6IT, Hevails & (&5, (HMHMLI LesTevrevsf &y Hlweumenm
QeusflliL(R S 51D Ligeuid 26 2 MIHGMPIL LS HTSH058 SNEs60 GlFFuiw GauesoT(HLD.

The Election Commission of India is a constitutional body under Article 324, established on 25 January

1950 — now observed as National Voters’ Day.

@nHws Cairmev oy enesorwid L9ifley 324-@)6tT &1 HeMIHS SiFFlwievsnioliL] SiemioLiL]; 25 ggevteuifl 1950
alesTm] HimieuliLlL &) — @ &1 G &lw sunssmemy HlevToms su)FflesLILHSmSI.

Publication of exit polls and related electronic-media matter is barred in the 48 hours before the close

of polling.

sums G LILSley HlenmeusnLeusm(s, (Phengw 48 el GrsHlev GleuslGuimILD & (k5 818 8 6vof1LIL| & 6m6TW| LD
QL s W Ll6tTeoTenD)| 2671 855 GlF IS SHemem|d CleusluilLs sevL.

Static GK Connect

Madurantakam

Assembly constituency in Chengalpattu district,
reserved for Scheduled Castes; known for the Eri (large
tank) and the Madurantakam lake.

Dharapuram
Assembly constituency in Tiruppur district on the banks
of the Amaravathi river; historic Kongu Nadu town.

Anti-defection law

Tenth Schedule, inserted by the 52nd Constitutional
Amendment Act, 1985; the Speaker decides on
disqualification.

Chief Election Commissioner

Appointed under the CEC and other ECs (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023;
term six years or age 65.

D& TTIHS 5LD

QemissuLIL(H) eIl LG H6v 2 66 FLLL6TMS C15m(EH);
STPSHSLILILCLT(HEE) @BIHHLILLLE]; Cuflw efl& @)L
YaRelumms.

SIFITL LD

Siwymeus) oMmEISenTuilev S)(IHLILLY MUl LS H60

2 6iTelr FLLID65TMS C&M(ESH); eugeummmis HMLiLLsss
Q&g BIL(h HSILD.

SLHG HTeU6y HeMLF FLLLD

52-9) 618 FFlwevsnioliLs S(HS55E FLLID, 1985 epeuld
CasslulL LSS TS L LeuensstT; 555 Hee5Hems
FUTHTWST Sresfl&sHmmy.

SH606V6ML05 CHTH6V ,6M6ETTTWIT

CEC wmmiid 19w ECs (Hlwiestid, Lessfl L &emesTa 61T,
ugell&smeuid) FLLID, 2023-@)ebT LD HlUILDEDTLD;
LSS & MeVLD 2, M| 2,680T(H& 6T Sj6V6V5]| 65 euWig].
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY - gifjleflwi6v & G5 mflevmil Lild

Two new amphibian species described from Mizoram — a montane toad and a stream frog

BIGEmydlev @ yevor(h) UHw Biblev eump @\esTmisgser sevor(HLigLiL] — 62(Ih evevVs CoHemiy, 6(1H
EREDILE 5 6U6M6IT
Event date / fl&1p6a CsH): Scientific papers dated 13 and 14 September 2026

Two new-to-science amphibian species have been described from Mizoram in papers dated 13 and 14
September 2026. Duttaphrynus phawngpui is a new montane toad of the family Bufonidae, described
from Phawngpui (Blue Mountain) National Park in Lawngtlai district at an altitude of about 2,144
metres; it was established as distinct through integrative taxonomy combining morphology,
multivariate morphometrics and mitochondrial 16S rRNA analysis, and belongs to the Duttaphrynus
stuarti species group. Ingerana aizawl is a small frog of the family Dicroglossidae, described in the
journal Zootaxa from the Hratdawng stream on the Mizoram University campus at Aizawl; it had been
misidentified as Ingerana borealis for over two decades. The work involved Mizoram University, Cotton
University, Guwahati and the Assam-based organisation Help Earth.

13 womi 14 ClFlLbuUl 2026 CaHWINLL g ulas sL(Hhenrsefley WCFTyLed) (Hihsl @ resor(H LHlw
iBiyiblev eump @lesrmigse aeuifl&asLILL (heiTemsst. (HLLMTooLIflevTerv coliMMBIL|UI 6T65TLIS] LL,coGLIMeslGL
GOHLUSmsE Cobha LHW enevs GHemiy; 6VMMEIEVTII oMUl L &6V 2 66T scoLimmILul ([f6v Lbemev)
Cap&lw Lmsmeailev somy 2,144 1L LT 2. wWpsH6v SesorLMIWLILLLG). 2 (heuailwev, LesTomns)

2 (meuememeuuilwsv MMILD e CLrsmssorLiflw 16S rRNA L@ LILImilenels C1&messrL ¢ (Ih i) enesoTih e
6UEMSLILIMLIQWI6L eLp6vlD Sevfl @leoTions 2 MiH) CleFwWwiLLLS). @mIGISTTesTIT gR&T6L 6T6sTLIS]

e L& CrmaemmFlGL (8 (Hbus Hlest FiMw Seuener; L &medlsv 2 6o LOICEFMTITLD LISV &H 6016V L8 GUEITITE 5 &) 65T
amyLLIE gpemLulled)(HIbg Zootaxa @)sLflsv afleuifl&asLLLLSI; @\ (HLSI 2,650 (H & (6TH 5 (HLD Goevnss )5
@mQsgmesT CUTflwimedler 6TesTM| H6UMTEH DL WITEITLD ST6soTLILIL I (HHSHEI-

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&H\ws &mLIL 86T

e Phawngpui, also called the Blue Mountain, is the highest peak in Mizoram at about 2,157 metres;
Phawngpui National Park lies in the south-east of the state.
SoLIMMBIL|UI, 6V LDEBIGV 6T6BTMILD HeMP&HEBLILIHIEIMEI; sy 2,157 IBLLT 2 wpsg)Lest OICemiyLslesr
2 wiymest FIS&ILD; soLmmiLjul CaHlw L rsT wrbhlevsHlest Cl& 6t paHlev 2 6iTensl.

e Mizoram falls within the Indo-Burma biodiversity hotspot, one of the four such hotspots in India along
with the Western Ghats, the Himalaya and Sundaland (Nicobar Islands).
BICFmy @BECHT-uFLT 2 uNflwew LTSS S 6tTemoLl GILITLL6V LGS 8 (56T su(hEHImsI1; @51 Com @5
QL& emev, @OUILDEMEY, &ibSHTeVMHGI (IH&CHTUMT &6 &6iT) 2 L6t Caihgl @hHlwimellesr mHmesr(g)
QurLLev LGS serflev qedTm)].

e Toads (Bufonidae) typically have dry, warty skin and shorter hind limbs, while frogs generally have
moist skin and longer jumping legs; all are amphibians of the order Anura.
CaensEmss &) (L,coCLmesflCL) Clumgieunss 2 evihs, (I Hlenmbhs CHMTEVILD (8L emL W TesT
LY 63TEBT RIS TEV S (STHLD 2 635T(H); S6UEMEITS: (61h8(F) FFTLOMesT GHMeY|LD IH6TITL. HTELD HMT6VE (ETHLD 2 630T(h);
I6M6TTSHHID ST euflemeuilesr 5yHl6v eumpeaiseir.

¢ Integrative taxonomy combines morphological, molecular, acoustic and ecological evidence to delimit
species, and is now the standard for amphibian descriptions.
@ (HEIH606TTIHS UEMELILITLIgUIE 2 (ThHeuailiev, eevssami, @69, (F:Lp601W6v SFT65TMIZH M6 B)6m6ssTsS]
@ evTRIgBEm6T susnITIWMISEIMSI; @& @LUIGLTE) Biblev sumpeil efeurflLiL|& e &8 mest Hyblensv.

e The 16S rRNA gene is a widely used molecular marker for species identification and phylogenetic
placement in amphibians.
16S rRNA wiyussy)] I5jiblev eumpailserflev @lesT Qe wimemid WMHMILD LiflessTio euflenaLiL(h &5 6v]8 (8Ll
UFeusvmsL LwesTL(hSSLILIHILD eLpevEEamIs (&LILITesT.
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e Amphibians are regarded as bio-indicators because their permeable skin makes them highly sensitive

to pollution, habitat loss and climate change.

Biyiblev sumpeiiserflest 2am(H(HeusdFalgwl G mev OME, euMPlL @PLIL|, Smeviblemev LIMMBHME) HH &
2 _ewTIHM6sT Cl&MeToTL &6V, Siemeu 2 uNiflwisv (M TLIgSH6mTE:E & (HSLIL(H S 6dTm6oT.

Static GK Connect

Mizoram

Capital Aizawl; became the 23rd State on 20 February
1987; highest literacy after Kerala; main tribes Mizo
(Lushai).

Zoological Survey of India
Founded 1916 at Kolkata; premier institution for faunal
survey and taxonomy in India.

Western Ghats amphibians

A global centre of amphibian endemism; the purple
frog (Nasikabatrachus sahyadrensis) of Kerala is a
famous example.

Zootaxa

An international peer-reviewed journal for animal
taxonomy, in which a large share of new species
descriptions appear.

GFmiyb

5606VHSIT 2&M6v; 20 LNLiFeurfl 1987-Blev 23-9y 6018
wibleviomestgl; Cayemme) s @ SibHHS 2 wij sevaillwimley;
(&AWL LLPRIG LY IGEFT (VIagmil).

@S eflevrifHlwiev gy uie] HlmieaiesTid
1916-@)6v Cl&mev& S a6V HimIeuULILILLg);
@nHlwmeilest eflevmiSlest gy uia] &
UEMELILIMTL 19 UISY| 85 IT6dT (S 65T6nLD [HlM]|66sTLD.

CumE5 C5TLTEH wenesv Biblev eumpeilseir
Biblev eumpe sesflEAmLiLNesr 2 6v8 emLOWILD;
Casyermel 65T 261511 &6U6M6T (HTFI & LIS ITITE 610
Fanwing6lyssrglen) LsplLmm er(h 5515 TL(H).

Zootaxa

efleumi(g euenSLILINML QWIS & T FeuGsHE 58
wHUSLH @s1; yHw Qlsor efleufliiyssiflev
ClupLEH @ Flev Gleusflwumslsstmest.
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PROMINENT PERSONALITIES - (p&&)w o4,(6TH6mLD & 61T

Veteran actor Anant Nag conferred the Dadasaheb Phalke Award for 2024
eP5S HI9&IT I 6BTIHS HTHEIM (S 2024-941D Y evoT(h &Mt HSTHTETCHL LTsLEs al(H5I
Event date / fls1pa] C55): Announced 16 September 2026

On 16 September 2026, the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting announced that veteran actor
Shri Anant Nag has been conferred the Dadasaheb Phalke Award for the year 2024, on the
recommendation of the Dadasaheb Phalke Award Selection Committee. The award will be presented at
the 72nd National Film Awards ceremony on 22 September 2026 at Kevadia, Gujarat. Born on 4
September 1948 in Karnataka, Anant Nag made his debut in the Kannada film Sankalp and his Hindi
debut in Ankur; he has acted in over 300 films in Kannada, Hindi, Telugu, Malayalam, Tamil and Marathi
across a career of more than five decades, and is widely remembered for the television series Malgudi
Days. He has won five Filmfare Awards and five Karnataka State Best Actor Awards, and was awarded
the Padma Bhushan in 2025. He was a Member of the Karnataka Legislative Council (1988-1994), an
MLA (1994-1999) and a Minister of State. Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi congratulated him.

16 QFlLUT 2026 i65TM], H&H61U60 & R6IfILITLIL] HEDIDEFFSHID, CLPSHS HleST 6BTIHE [HTE TS (ETHE (5
2024-9y10 oy 6v0T(HlBB TNt HNTHTFETCHL LIMTeLEas a9 (Hg supkISLILIHauSTS SIMeNSHHSH]. 22 CIFLILIDLIF
2026 9i651M)| (HRTTSSH 66T CHeumguwimailéy HeMLGILMID 72-94,6u5| CHHw HlenrLuL efhg alllprailsy
@35l suprsLiU{Bb. 4 QFULDUIT 1948 9i65TM| STHTLESS6V LNDHS 6BTHS BT, HEdT6oTLS HlenFLILILLD
FMIS6VLI eLP6VLD M) (P SLIesTI; @IhHUTl6L kG eLP6VLD. oIS &&TLISMIS (6TH8 (&L GLosvmest

LW et &6V S65T6oTLLD, @)h &), OB VIS, LDem6eVWITETLD, SHLOILD, LTSS 9 Hlw Glmflaseflev 300-8 &L
GumuLL ULEIS6fl6v blgsSI6TemT; M6V (Gly GLeV ClHTen6VEHTLFIS Cl&ITL (IhHE TS 6|LD
iblemevteFayLiLIHlHMMT. bS] colN6SbsoCLIT e (Th&18(ETHLD WIHSI SFHTLE M6V FiMHS Hlgs T
al\(H &8 (eThLD GlLIMMEUIT; 2025-8)6V LISLO LL,O1h6T0T ULPMBISLILILLE).

KEY EXAM POINTS - Czijey (p&&ws &L seir

e The Dadasaheb Phalke Award is India’s highest honour in cinema, instituted in 1969 and first conferred
on Devika Rani.

srsreEnGsl ureuGs all(mg QhHlws SlenruuL 2 svdler 2 wiflw afl(Hg1; 1969-@6v Himieuriul (),
W56916v G allam pressils & aupmISLIULLS).

e The award consists of a Swarna Kamal (Golden Lotus) medallion, a shawl and a cash prize of Rs.10 lakh.
@5 all(HH6v elv6lITestT HL6V (HEISGS STLDeN) LSS, FMeVsnsl LMHMILD em.10 suL&D Lfl&s G5 mens
SILMGI(GLD.

¢ It commemorates Dhundiraj Govind Phalke, the ‘Father of Indian Cinema’, who directed India’s first full-
length feature film Raja Harishchandra (1913).

@51 @bHws SenrLiLLg et Hheng Gievoripnme Camailhs LITevEs Hlenesreunas suPrISLILIHSMSI;
@nHlwumeilest (Wa6v (P Her SlemyLiLiLiomest prRr anfl&gnhSHTT (1913) euf QuisHwg).

e Tamil recipients of the award include Sivaji Ganesan (1996), K. Balachander (2010) and K. Viswanath
(2016, Telugu); Rajinikanth received it for 2019.

@euail(Hems Ll UMM HLolpFseflev Fleumgdl &CGevoreeor (1996), Co. LMeVEHST (2010) Sy, HGWITTy
SILBIGT; Tesllanhs 2019-11D Q650T(H & mesTen S L1 GlLIMMITI.

e The 72nd National Film Awards ceremony is being held at Kevadia, Gujarat — the site of the Statue of
Unity — the first time the ceremony moves out of New Delhi.
72-g460u5| CaHlw HlengliLL aNl(Hha eflpr emmiens Flemev enLDIHEI6IT6T (HTTSH6tT CaHeumiguimailey
HenLGILMIH MG — alpr Lg) HlevedluNed)mba GleuefGuw menLClLm|eug| @) 8ICsu (p&6v (pemm.

e Anant Nag is regarded as the second Kannada actor to receive the honour, after Dr. Rajkumar.
LI&LIT TTEGLm(h s U Nm@ @euailhensl LM @) FessTLT6US)| S65T60TL. [HIg&I) S|60TTHS HTS 616018
5HSULGHE DS
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Static GK Connect

National Film Awards

Instituted 1954; administered by the National Film
Development Corporation for the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting.

Swarna Kamal / Rajat Kamal

Golden Lotus for top honours such as Best Feature Film
and the Phalke Award; Silver Lotus for other
categories.

Padma Awards
Padma Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan and Padma Shri —
announced on Republic Day each year.

Malgudi Days

Television series based on R.K. Narayan’s stories,
directed by Shankar Nag, with illustrations by R.K.
Laxman.

CaHlw HlemyLiLL ef(mHas6iT

1954-@\ev HimIeuLILILLG); S86u6v & gpeflLyLiLy
enwEFSHSHH&NsS Caflw SenpluL Guburl(Hha
S10855T6V HlFeu &L HEME].

61V6UTETTT SL06V / TS SHLO6V

Abs SHlenrliuLid, urevGa e (kg Cumssrm 2 wiflu
afl(5515(EH5(BS Hhss Swenr; KIn LNifleysEnsE
Qeusiterfls; Hmoen.

ugLo ef(mHg186iT

LS e9LLE9:680T, LISLD LL61%:680T, LISLD L —
QFTHCHTMID B WT5: HesTSHS6Tm)
SMeN & a1 (H ) esTm6DT.

rev(&lg GLeiv

31,7.C5. Brymwessilest &6m5 5606 9)lgLILISHLWINSE
Q&nevoTL C5TemeVE&TLES CSTLIT; FRIST [HITS
@Quss1D; 917.68. svganLnessfles gpailwimkigeT.
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IMPORTANT DAYS - (p&&w [HITL&6IT

World Ozone Day 2026 — 16 September; India marks the 32nd national celebration at
Mumbai

2 6v8 gGFmesT HlevTid 2026 — 16 ClFLILIOUIT; (WenLulev 32-946u8| CHHFlws Cl&TessTLTLLLD
Event date / fl&1p6| G55): 16 September 2026

World Ozone Day, formally the International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer, is observed
every year on 16 September. The 2026 theme is “Global Action for a Cooler Planet”, marking ten years
of sustainable cooling under the Kigali Amendment. India’s 32nd national celebration was held at
Mumbai by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, presided over by MoS Shri Kirti
Vardhan Singh along with Maharashtra’s Environment and Climate Change Minister Smt. Pankaja
Munde. India has been a Party to the Vienna Convention and the Montreal Protocol and all its
amendments since 1992; it has already phased out CFCs, carbon tetrachloride and halons for
controlled uses and has met its 2015, 2020 and 2025 HCFC phase-out targets. India ratified the Kigali
Amendment in September 2021, which entered into force for India on 26 December 2021, committing
to an HFC phase-down in four steps from 2032.

2 6v8 gEGFmesT Hl6vTld — (PEMMWINS RCHFMEIT LIL6VLI LGS TLIL & &N FeuGs e Slevrid — g 6voT(HCxHmmiLd
16 Qe LT 96T SienIFf&B&LILHIEIME]. 2026 &@HLCILIM(H6T: “@6fihs ComensasmeT 2 evsermailw
Qewev”. @bHlwimailest 32-4618| CoHHIWE Cl&TETITLILLLD SMDM|F (E:LP6V, 616sTLD & STeVIHl6m6v LOMMM
DD EFHSHHITEV (PLD6mLIUN6L HLSSLILILLGI; @6n6toTienlda &) SijsHH) eujsHest Flkl &emevenLn
STEIS)6OTT; DS MTITTEGIg]) S MHMIE (160 & HTeVIFleMev LOMMM HEMDFFT LIS (PessTCL 2 L 6vfl (hH ST,
@nEH W 1992 (p5H6v 6NWIEST6OTIT LOMIBTLL96V|LD LomesTLIflwimev GIbM) (PenmUilsVId 915 65T Si6M6vTH S5
H(mHsmIs6a|D LBICHMm @ BIT([H); SLHULMHSSLILLL LwesTUN(h & (Emhaasmsst CFC, &miyLesT
QLLpmgCenmemiy(h), Gamevmestasemer sfMHGl&HesTGou HE £ LgI; 2015, 2020, 2025 HCFC @l6vs & &emert
eTLIpuj6iTeng). QFLILbUF 2021-@l6v Hl&med) H)(H5S55608 @LILS 6flSS55); 26 19abuf 2021 65Tm)
SILYIES UbSS-

KEY EXAM POINTS - Ggijey (psHWws @l s6ir

e The day commemorates the signing of the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone
Layer on 16 September 1987; it was proclaimed by the UN General Assembly in 1994 and first observed
in 1995.

16 GlsliLbLy 1987 9y6bTm] geG&MsT LIL6VS 608 L& EHLD ClLIM(IHL&6IT (1158 mssTLiflwimev Gl (penm
&6 W (BB TesTend G\HHITET IhlemettogafHmal; 1994-8l6v .. UM Fenu iMlals g, 1995-8l6v
(WP 56TPSHe960 eMIFHEHESHLILLLEI.

e The Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer was adopted in 1985; the Montreal
Protocol is the first treaty in UN history to achieve universal ratification.
eG&mesT LIL6VLI LINGISMLIL 88 m6oT alwiesTsoTiT MBT(H 1985-8)6v eymaLiLLLg); mesTLflwmev b wenm
20.16IT. euFevTMNI6v 2 svaemmall L& 6en6svLI GILMM (PSH6V RLILIHSLD.

¢ The Kigali Amendment was adopted at Kigali, Rwanda in 2016 to phase down hydrofluorocarbons
(HFCs), which are potent greenhouse gases though not ozone-depleting.
£1&med) H)(H5 51 2016-Q)6v (HeumsssrLmallest £lamedSluiiev syH&LILILLS); eCaFTement SiLfl&aHETaN L LTeY|LD
6U6016BILDWITETT LIST6mLD B)6V6V 6UITW|EE6TTTesT emamL GymeoLiesThGrmamyLesTaHemen (HFC) LigliLguinsss
BsDLULGEH CHTessLD.

¢ India’s HFC phase-down under Kigali is in four steps from 2032 — 10% by 2032, 20% by 2037, 30% by
2042 and 85% by 2047.

&amedluilsst £1p @bSHlwimailest HFC @enmLiL] 2032 (p&6v [HT6sT(S) HLLMISG6lev — 2032-8 (56T 10%, 2037-
8 (56T 20%, 2042-8(8,61T 30%, 2047-8(8)61T 85%.

ATHIYAMAN ACADEMY - 8681859181 - Page 28 / 31



e The ozone layer lies in the stratosphere, roughly 15-35 km above the surface, and absorbs most of the
Sun’s harmful ultraviolet-B radiation; ozone is measured in Dobson Units.

eGamedT LIL6VLD IFlevLiLIpLIL&&) GLo6v &omiy 15-35 &).15. 2 wps 560 9 (H & (&L06TITLeVS Hl6v 2 6iTemgI;
& flwesflest S aflememails gL Lm 2ar5m-B &8 Feialesr QL (moU @ SHlenw 2 MEhaHmel; epCamest

LITLI&edT 6v&&s61flev ojemssLLhiSHmsl.

¢ India’s India Cooling Action Plan (ICAP), released in 2019, was among the world’s first national cooling

strategies, with a 20-year horizon.

2019-@6v GleusfluNLLiL’ L @bHluimailest @ibHlwis GerflemLLev Glawesy HLLLb (ICAP) 2 ev&lesT (P56
CaHlws GerflemLL6v epGevmumwiriigerflev epestmi; 20 ,65T(HE SHTevVeLENIT GG TETITL ).

Static GK Connect

Ozone-depleting substances
CFCs, HCFCs, halons, carbon tetrachloride, methyl
chloroform and methyl bromide.

Ozone hole
Discovered over Antarctica in 1985 by Farman, Gardiner
and Shanklin of the British Antarctic Survey.

Good vs bad ozone

Stratospheric ozone shields life from UV; tropospheric
(ground-level) ozone is a pollutant and a greenhouse
gas.

Ozone Cell, India

Set up under the MoEFCC to implement the Montreal
Protocol; India enacted the Ozone Depleting
Substances (Regulation and Control) Rules, 2000.

GemetT 318D ClLIM(HL 86T

CFC-&6iT, HCFC-&6iT, GmM6VITESTSH 61T, SHITITLIGHT
QLLym@Cermemp(H), GlsH6v (&HGemmGymsoLITLD,
Qs Hev L|Cymemio(h).

eGamedT FHjemem

1985-@)6v LNl I961%: Si6vOTLMTI9.85 &FTCeuUI6BT coLIMTLO6ET,
SMITLQ6BTIT, OIS E0165T L HNCWIMTTL Si6voTLTTI9sT LB5)
sesoTLMlwLILLLg).

H6V6V & GCl&L L epCamesT

3 (H 5 (5106vTL 6V 6pC&FmedT LM 2sn5 s &\ 61fled)(HibsI
2 uNifleTiisemenss HMHEMS]; Syl L (susrfloesorev
SLILES)) geGE&mesT 62(Ih LOMEGILIT(THSIT LDMMILD LISEmIL0
@)6veu eurruy.

Gemstt Cl&sv, @HHIwim

wresTLflwmev Qpmwenmenwis GlFwevLi(hss MoEFCC
&1 SenWESLILLLEI; @S W geGamesT L& &L
QUL &6 (g(mIEGWsnm & sLGHILum®H) aNSlssiT,
2000-g Quimmlwig).
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International Day of Democracy 2026 — 15 September

F76euCs & WeTHmws Hleord 2026 — 15 GClFLILDUF
Event date / ifls1pa] GxH): 15 September 2026

The International Day of Democracy is observed every year on 15 September. It was established by
United Nations General Assembly resolution A/RES/62/7, adopted on 8 November 2007, and has been
observed since 2008. The United Nations framed the 2026 observance around the message “When
every voice counts, democracy delivers”, with the main event titled “Raising Hands and Voices”,
hosted at UN Headquarters, New York by the United Nations Democracy Fund (UNDEF) and the UN
Office for Partnerships. The focus this year is on deliberative democracy and citizens’ assemblies —
how participation, dialogue and inclusion strengthen public trust and accountable governance. UN
Secretary-General Antdnio Guterres stressed the value of bringing people from across societies
together to enrich decision-making. 2026 also marks 20 years of UNDEF, which has supported more
than a thousand civil-society initiatives.

FjeuCsH & QevTHmwss Hleord  eusT(HCHMMID 15 ClFLILIDbLIT Si6sTmI HsuIFfl&asUILHSEIDSI. 8 HeubLy 2007
ST FMHSLILLL g0.16T. ClLNGI&F Fenus Sijmestid A/RES/62/7 ewpesuid @5 BimisuliLiL (), 2008 (pg6v
nFflsslUBHHms]. 26EW BT([H 6T eneu 2026 HemIFfllienL “ el GleUM(T (&FeVILD

WH) &5 LLHIWDGCLITE] SQ6vTIHITWSLD LIWIEST &(THLD” 6T6dTm Gl&FIISHleml 6nlowINE: s 6l&messr(h) 61lg66RL &5 5|;
(Ww&6esTenID 65 LDEN6IT H6516VLIL] “ 6015 HEM6ITU|LD (& JEV&HENEITI|LD 2 WITSHHIHV”; HIWLWITTEH60 2 66 2. [HIT.
SH6M6EVENIWSHS SV 2. HIT. 26sTHMWS Bl wid (UNDEF) oMM go.HIT. el LT6TIT6nL S{EVI6U6VEH S ST6D
BLSSLILILLS|. @)6LU6UTETITIQE0T S6U6TTLD 2,16 FHWITEsT ZEBTIHTWSLD LOMMILD (519108861 |606US6IT L35
20.16IT. QluMg& QFwevmsT 6sTGLIesflGWIT (5LCILGF6v (PIgGleu(hiLisn eusmiiLI(HH 5L LisvGeum]

Sy esTemiy ¢6TM601650TLILIS 65T LD LIetILI 6uedl W M5 H)6oTTI.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (p&&Hlws GmMILIL&6T

e The Day is anchored to Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (freedom of opinion and
expression) and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

@bbsT 2 susemmailw Wesfls 2 flemw a6 NysLersHett LNifley 19 (&(H5H8 & &(H5SIflenls &&bHH)FLD)
WMHMID (lgenl & TFW6L 2 flen g6 FijeulGsH s 2 L6TLIHMS WL 65T C1STLTL6nLWS)].

e The United Nations Democracy Fund (UNDEF) was established in 2005 and became operational in 2006;
it funds civil-society projects for inclusive participation.
20.161T. @evTHmws HIFlwib (UNDEF) 2005-@)6v iHimisuliLi’ () 2006-@6v ClFwisvLILE GlsmLmiSlwigi;
2 eTemL& & W LRIGs ML & s mest Hlallev Fews s S LIS (6h8 (S HlHlwefl&HEma).

¢ India is the world’s largest democracy; universal adult suffrage is guaranteed by Article 326 of the
Constitution.
@S 2 suler laLCLflw LeThTws BIT[H); STFHwesveniolifest Nifley 326 2 cvsermailw euwig)
aubCs My euns: G flenwenw 2 MiH) ClFLIHMSI.

e The 61st Constitutional Amendment Act, 1988 lowered the voting age in India from 21 to 18 years;
India’s first general election was held in 1951-52.
61-g6018| SrFlwevenioliLs S(HHHEF FLLID, 1988 @bHwmailsv sumsserfls &b euwiens 21-@)6d) (hHa 18-
A58 (BHMDS55E]; QbhHlwmailsst (WaHev ClLNgs CaT5H60 1951-52-E)6v HenLCILMMS.

e The Preamble declares India a Sovereign Socialist Secular Democratic Republic; ‘Socialist’ and ‘Secular’
were added by the 42nd Amendment, 1976.

(Wwaaen QhHWimenel @6 MUWITESITEnNLD, FLOSITLD, DSFEFTTLIMM, SI6VTHITWSHS (8 .9.WLITE: 6T60T
AAMeN&EHEMGI; ‘FOSTL’, ‘WHEFTTFUMMD’ QFTMHEH6T 42-9L618] H)(HHSLD, 1976 epevld C&jEHEsLILILL6oT.

¢ India also hosted the Summit for Democracy processes and runs SVEEP (Systematic Voters’ Education
and Electoral Participation) to deepen electoral participation.
Caisev LEICsmenL Sy LILHSS @hSwim SVEEP ((penmwimest seunsasmeny sevall & Gsisev LkIGsMmL])
HLLGe0S BLSSIEDSI-
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Static GK Connect

United Nations

Founded 24 October 1945; headquarters New York;
Secretary-General Anténio Guterres; 193 member
states.

Types of democracy

Direct, representative, participatory and deliberative;
India follows a parliamentary representative
democracy.

Other UN days in September
8 Sept - International Literacy Day; 16 Sept - World
Ozone Day; 21 Sept - International Day of Peace.

Election Commission of India

Constitutional body under Article 324, established 25
January 1950; National Voters’ Day observed on 25
January.

2&EIW HIT(H &6 Semeu

24 91506Lmu 1945-@)6v HiMI6ULILILLSI; S606V6MLOWISLD
Bluwungs; CQungls QFwevmeny oesTGLmes lGWIT
(BLEILGAIpe; 193 2 ML BIT(H&6IT.

SQ6BTIHITLIES 61165188561

Gy, BITHBEHSgI6u, URCHDL, apieyFHlwime;
@B BrLmEBsTDL NTHBH D S50
QRTHTWSESnSLI NesTLHMIS MSI.

QeliLbuiflest LNM . 1B, HITLS6T
8 QL. - 5FeuGsHF sT(W5BM6Y Hlevrid; 16 QL. - 2 6v8
eCamedt Hlevrid; 21 Q&L - FFeuCHE emLodh) Hlevrib.

QpHws Czi56v QLenewTLID

Nifley 324-@etT 1D SFHlwevemioliL] SienioLiL]; 25
evraufl 1950-@\6v HimieuliilL g1; G5&W eumsssmerriy
Slevrid 25 gevreuifl.
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