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ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY - &hm]&&5106v & Lefluflwev

Antarctic ozone hole expands to about 25 million sq km, Copernicus reports

DI 6TITLMITI9.8 G mesT FHlemer &Lomy 25 WlevedSlwiest &.&).18. o1.5 alifleuenLbssnes Camiuifbhlasen
M &Henss
Event date / fi&Lpey Ca): 16 September 2026 (data up to 12 September)

The Copernicus Atmosphere Monitoring Service (CAMS), operated by the European Centre for Medium-
Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF), reported on 16 September 2026 that the Antarctic ozone hole had
expanded to about 25 million square kilometres on 12 September 2026 — roughly 5 million sq km above
the seasonal average. By the end of August 2026 the hole had already crossed 15 million sq km, larger than the
area of Antarctica itself (about 14.2 million sq km). The rapid growth coincided with a sharp drop in stratospheric
temperature about 20 km above the South Pole, which favours the formation of Polar Stratospheric Clouds
(PSCs) that activate chlorine and bromine compounds and destroy ozone. Crucially, CAMS noted that the minimum
ozone column value and the ozone mass deficit remained close to average — so a large area does not by
itself indicate a failure of ozone-layer recovery. The largest hole ever recorded by satellites was 29.6 million sq km
on 9 September 2006.

2CrmuNw BHIS5T &mev suresflemev (WedTssTMlaNLIL] emWISEH T (ECMWF) QuissliL(bib Camiuiblsasen
suerflLoevoTL 6V HevoTEHEM6vBflLIL & CFemeu (CAMS), 16 GleLILLbLIT 2026 oi6tTm)| GleuaflullL Sss6uedl6TLLY,
D|6TOTLITITI9.8 eC&mesT FHlemem 12 GlaLILbLIT 2026 i60Tm)| &M 25 Wlsvedlwest &8I HlGevmbLLymas
aNifleusmLbE s — @& Li(heusme Frmaflenw eSlL &y 5 levedSlwiest &.&).15. HasIb. el 2026

@M & &HeTCerGW @) S aiemer 15 LleveSlwiedt &.&).15. 6T60TN 6Ten6US HLIHHSH; @& HETITLTITIQST &630TL S 60T
uglitemeneu (& 14.2 Wsvedlwett &.&).16.) e L1 Quiflwg). Q&6 &l(HeuSHH D&, somy 20 .15, CoGev
31([H&(HL6BTL6V GlauLiLIblen6v FaJenLOWINTSS (BenMIbe S ©)61eNfleuTs:ss gL 6T &HenaFhaHa]; @& &i(Heu
21([H 5B L6vTL6V GLoasmIsSET (PSCS) 2 (Haums eulfleu @ s s, &GsTmiflest wmmib LGSl CaijLomki&emeTs
QEweeLLIhSH) CaTeneT HP&EEH MG (PSHEILTES, (HeMHESULEF eCamest Qb (Hleuflens WHLIL|LD gpGsmssT
Blemm LIHOITEGenmU|Ld FFTEflesE) 1([HHCevCu @)\(Hb&euT eTeot CAMS GMILLNLLG| — eTertGou GlLIflw
urLivere] WL (HGL G TesT LIL6VLD LBETTEnLeM WS GMISESHTSH]. O\FWMHeN&HSCHTET &650T8MesofLILN60 Lig6uTeo
Blasleuflw glener 9 QEFLLLDLIF 2006 Si6sTm| 29.6 WleveSlwiest &.&).15.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&H\ws &nLIL 86T

* Reported by CAMS (Copernicus Atmosphere Monitoring Service), run by ECMWF — not by NASA or NOAA.

ECMWF @ uw&g CAMS (Camuujblssen ausifloessrLev sevorasmessflliLg Casmneu) CleuafluiilLg| — NASA
21606V5] NOAA 36060,

* Hole measured about 25 million sq km on 12 September 2026, ~5 million sq km above average.
12 QleLbLy 2026 o6tm) sy 25 wWlevedlwest &.&4).15., Frmaiflemw eSlL &wmy 5 WlevedSlwiest &.&).15. iHas1b.
* Crossed 15 million sq km by end-August, exceeding the area of Antarctica (~14.2 million sq km).

1,560 @M &G 6iT 15 Wlevedlwiest &.&).15. SLH55; SHevoTLmTgsmeller LliLeTenel (~14.2 WlsveSlwiest
g.8).16.) e oiHsib.

e Driver: sharp stratospheric cooling ~20 km above the South Pole forming Polar Stratospheric Clouds.

SHITI6soTLD: GI&H60T &I(HEUSH M@ ~20 &).L5. CLoG6v FaFenLoWITeT 3i(h&(EHLO6TITLEY (6 T&Fs — &i(H6u
31(h) 5 (5 106TITL6V CLOSMIGEIT 2_(THEUTSH6D.

* Minimum ozone column and ozone mass deficit stayed near average — recovery trend is not reversed.

&ODHSULEF geBGzmest Qb (Hsuflemaw|b gpGemest IHlemm LIMHMTE G enmU|Ld Frmefld @ Si(HHev — LeTe
GUITE G HEMEVSPTHATNVEM6L.
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e Record maximum: 29.6 million sq km on 9 September 2006; the 2025 hole was the smallest in five years.

FIHen6T S SHULFLD: 9 GleliLbLF 2006 i65Tm] 29.6 Ll6vedlwisst &.&).18.; 2025 gleneT wHaTesoT(H&6rflev W& &

Hmwig.

Static GK Connect

Montreal Protocol

Signed 1987, in force 1989; phases out ozone-depleting
substances. The Kigali Amendment (2016) added the
phase-down of HFCs.

Vienna Convention
The 1985 framework convention for the protection of the
ozone layer; the Montreal Protocol is made under it.

Dobson Unit
Unit of ozone column; 1 DU = 0.01 mm of pure ozone at STP.
An ‘ozone hole’ is a region below 220 DU.

Ozone layer
Lies in the stratosphere (about 15-35 km altitude); World
Ozone Day is observed on 16 September.

LomessTLif6L GBI (LPemm

1987-8)6v 605655 M6eoTs], 1989-@)60 HEOL (PMME(S)
UHSE; CET6T Hleng e CILIM(HLESeN6T LilglILILg IS
5&&H Mgl Hlamed H(HHs5W (2016) HFC-sen6ms
GODLUmSE CFTEHSHS!.

eflwiedtesTIT LOMIHIT(H)
6C&medT LIL6VLI LITGISTLIL & TerT 1985 &L LemLoLIL| LOMHT(H);
mesorLif60 QBN (LPEOM @) &H6IT S 2 (HEUTESLILILLS)|.

LITLI&65T S16V(5)

eGametr G\B(Hleuflemauilest 36v(E); STP-@sv 1 DU = 0.01
18).18. sTw @GamesT. 220 DU-8 58 &L 2 676 LI ‘qGamer
Glemer’.

eG&mesT LIL6VLD
S ([H & (B L06BTLVS H6V (&M 15-35 &).15. 2 WrsHev)
SIS 6TETE; 2608 epG@&mesT Hlevrid 16 Gl&LILLDLII.

Project Cheetah four-year review: population reaches 52, of which 32 are India-born

‘FLLIT S LD’ [BIT6sTSH LD 4,600T(h) LHILILIMIIG: eTevoTevsllSHemes 52 QL8 2 wije], @ Hlev 32

@nHlwmeilsv LNmHSHem61
Event date / fl&1pe Ca8): 17 September 2026

The official four-year status review of Project Cheetah was released on 17 September 2026, the fourth
anniversary of the programme. India’s cheetah population now stands at 52 — 49 at Kuno National Park and 3
at Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary, both in Madhya Pradesh. Of these, 32 were born in India. The fourth
year has been styled the “Year of Establishment”. Imports were: 8 cheetahs from Namibia on 17 September
2022, 12 from South Africa on 18 February 2023 and 9 from Botswana on 28 February 2026. By lineage,
25 belong to the Namibian line (3 surviving founders + 22 offspring), 18 to the South African line (8 founders
+ 10 offspring) and 9 are the Botswana founders. 30 cheetahs carry satellite-cum-radio collars and are

tracked by 18 monitoring teams working in eight-hour shifts; 18 animals are free-ranging across six districts. A

notable development is the pairing of KNG23, an India-born male, with CCB4, a Botswana male — potentially the

project’s first documented cross-origin male coalition.

‘FLLT SILLS 6T’ SHSMILILLTEU HTesTSHMD ,6807(h) Hlemev AL &)L &SE\ 60T BTETSHTLD 24,6007 (h)
Hlemmey Bremmest 17 GleLiLbLy 2026 j6tm)| GleusfluiL Ll Lg). @bHwmedlest FLLT eTetorevsi|Gemna HHGLITE 52
— &Georm GaHlwil Lmismalley 49, &MHH) FMsT eussTailevki(s, FresoTmevWwSH6v 3; @\resor(Hb &SIl
NyGxesHlev 2 siterer. @eumnnlsy 32 @bHlwimailev LNMmH&6em6U. BHTETSHTD 600T(H “HlemevIblmis 6
ayevo1(h” ereTLl QuWifl UL (HeTerg). @m&GLé&sit: 17 el by 2022 oestmi HBLINwmeeS(Hbs 8, 18
Nigeurfl 2023 gyssrm| CIBH 60T Y LINflEHETaN(HIHE 12, 28 LNLiFeuifl 2026 6sTm)]
GumLeveumestrafeS)(Hb g1 9. L euluilest glitienLuisy 25 BLBLNW eulfl&HCsmesTm6v (2 ull(Heier 3
ELPEVEUTEEIT + 22 (L 19861T), 18 Gl&6bT Y, L1Nfl&8 eulflECsHmesTm6V (8 fpsvsLfsHeT + 10 (L 19&6iT), 9
GuTLerveuTesTIT eLpeV6LITE6IT. 30 FLLITE 6T Cl&FWwmenss & CamsiT-CrigGuim & (L5 SILILIL 6B 8 (6THL 65T 2_6T6T60T;
6T _(h) evafl Griy Lessfl(emmuiley 18 & 6T messflLIL|8 (8 (L& 86T & 63018 Meusi 1885 65TM6sT; 18 66V (G861 QLM
Wmeul L mis6rflev &5hSHTwrss smmls Siflésarmer. QnbSHluimalley NmHs ouetr KNG23, GLITLeV6UTesTT 24,6807
CCB4 2 L 6T @enemnThsHg GOVIINLSH555] — @& HILLEHH6T (psHev GleusuGaum] GHmmMm 24,6557 Fa Ll Lsvsllwime

|6MLOWIGVITLD.
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KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&Hws &mILIL 86T

« Total cheetah population 52: 49 at Kuno NP, 3 at Gandhi Sagar WLS (both Madhya Pradesh).

Qlwreg FLLT eretoresilsens 52: (&GeoTr CaHAlwLl L mismailev 49, &MhH) FMsT FyesTmeuwsHev 3 (@) resor(hb
wsH WL NFCaHeD).

* 32 of the 52 were born in India; the fourth year is termed the “Year of Establishment”.
52-@ev 32 @hHlwmailsv LNMHEHem6U; BTesTaTD 6evor(H “HlemevIblmIss56v 68T sTevTLILI(HHMEI.
* Founders: Namibia 8 (17 Sep 2022), South Africa 12 (18 Feb 2023), Botswana 9 (28 Feb 2026).

epeveurse: BLBLNWT 8 (17 Gl&Ll 2022), Cs6tt gy uNifléasm 12 (18 19 2023), Gumieveumsstr 9 (28 9L
2026).

* By lineage: Namibian line 25, South African line 18, Botswana founders 9.
wyyeuls): BLENW eulf) 25, Gzt oL Nifl& s euLfl 18, CUITLENVEUTEITIT ePEVEUTSH6IT 9.
* 30 collared animals; 18 monitoring teams; 18 free-ranging across six districts.
30 s(WsHsHILLLeL suollbhEenel; 18 sevoramessIILE: (8 (& &6, M| rell Lkige sy 18 &&hHFone s
SMHMILIEBIEN.
* KNG23 (India-born) and CCB4 (Botswana) may form the first cross-origin male coalition.
KNG23 (@psHlwmalley Nmbsgl) wmmib CCB4 (CumLsusumssT) (p&60 GleusuGeum CaHmMMm oy658T Fal Levsfleniw

2_(HEUMEHSHEVTLD.

Static GK Connect

Project Cheetah FlLm S LD
Launched 17 September 2022 at Kuno National Park, 17 QeliLibuiy 2022 et HS WL NTCeE, aflCuimLyy
Sheopur district, Madhya Pradesh; the world’s first LTEILLSH)60 2 6o (GGeoTm CHFWIL L mismailey
intercontinental large-carnivore translocation. CIHTLRIBLLILLG]; 2 60868 (PHEV
85 63TTL 5185 (6TH & &5 601 GUIWLITEBT GILI(THLD 261 65)|655T65511
@Lwrhmid.
Cheetah in India @nHwumeilev FlLm
The Asiatic cheetah was declared extinct in India in 2L Alw FLLr 1952-@leb @bHlwmailsy SflbgieNlLsrs
1952; the animals reintroduced are African cheetahs (IUCN SIMeNSaHULLLG]; BeST(HID M WaLLHSSILILLen6!
status Vulnerable). é’ﬂ,ulﬁ]lﬂ&i&i FLLITS 56T (IUCN [5]56)6\)

uUrH&ESLILLSFalgUIg)).

Kuno National Park &Ceorr Gz WLl L B1gsT

In Sheopur district, Madhya Pradesh, on the Kuno river, a wgHwl NFCs&sd, aflGWITLLT LOMEULL G160, FLOLIEV

tributary of the Chambal; upgraded to a National Park in S MMedT Hlemer B WimesT (&G6BTT Y, MmMledT Henyuiley; 2018-

2018. @60 CaFWILI LLRISTaUTS 2 WFSHSUILLLE).

Gandhi Sagar WLS &S FMEIT FI6soTTEVWILD

In Mandsaur and Neemuch districts, Madhya Pradesh, waHWL KNFCsHEWD, hHSEIF6T) HMID Hios

on the Chambal river; the second cheetah site. el Lk 6y, FDLIEV SLHMI6T HenTuilsy; @) resrLmeus)
FLLI e,
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POLITY & GOVERNANCE - 9igflwevenioliL] & o L&)

TRAI notifies Third Amendment to TCCCPR, 2018 mandating Al-based detection of spam
calls

CamHsTea SempLiLjgeneT Al epevld sevoTLmlul TCCCPR 2018-5(8, epestmd H)(HhSH556m8 TRAI

AP 555
Event date / hlsLpe| CaH): 18 September 2026

On 18 September 2026 the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) notified the Telecom Commercial
Communications Customer Preference (Third Amendment) Regulations, 2026, strengthening the TCCCPR,
2018 against Unsolicited Commercial Communications (UCC). A new Regulation 21A requires access
providers to deploy Artificial Intelligence / Machine Learning systems to detect Calling Line Identities (CLIs)
with a high probability of being used for spam, and to share those CLIs with other service providers. If five or
more CLlIs linked to a single sender are flagged within ten days, graded action follows: KYC re-verification,
physical verification, barring of outgoing services and finally disconnection. The complaint threshold for
action has been lowered from five to three unique complaints in ten days where the CLI is also Al/ML-flagged.
The amendment also formally defines Application-to-Person (A2P) calls — autodialled, robocall or pre-recorded/
artificial-voice calls — which must now be pre-declared to the access provider; undeclared A2P traffic is treated as
UCC, and a termination charge of up to ¥0.05 per minute may be levied. A new consumer appeal
mechanism allows an appeal within 15 days to an Appellate Authority, filed through the TRAI DND app or by
calling/SMSing 1909.

18 QFliLul 2026 2i60Tm| @hH W C1HTen6VHOSTLITL ¢R(LMISTMM] S emevorwid (TRAI),

Q5 mTemeVs61S ML auessilas Cl5TLTL sumgsengwimemy efl(pLiL (epesTmmd H)(hHS) §R(LO5I(G)(PENM 6T,
2026- oiMeNs551; @& TCCCPR, 2018-33 Cgemneuwmm euessiles QSMLITL & (e 8 (& (UCC) sidhyms
aUILL(HSSHSIMS. LS W (emiGwenm 21A, C5Thsre s E L LweTUhSsULHID umiiliL] H&sswsTer
SIEMLPLIL| SIeOLWITET eT6varas6emer (CLI) SevorLmlw GlFwmenss miesoTesosrnley / QWhSFE SMHM6V S{eMLOLIL|E 6016
LwesTU(h &5, Heumenm LM CaFemeu 6LLPMI(EHITE(ETHL6ST LIy LD &L LTWLTES &S M. G 160)]LIL|b(HL 65T
QBTLIL LI gOh&I SH6V6VEI SIS5M (S CmuLL CLI-&6IT LSS HITL&(ETHE(&6T (GMI&EsLIULLT6, KYC m)
gflumyly, Cruirg Fflumyly, GleusflFGlasvey|b Casneu HevL, QMIHWINE GeM6soTLIL S 8)I68oTIgLIL] 6T60T
Lighleme6v BL6UIgEENS 6T(h&asLIL(HIb. CLI, AlI/ML epevld GM&&LILIL LY (HHSHTEV, HLELLY.EHENEESITET L|ST eUFLDL
U5 5| BILs6flev WbHe0)(HIbG eeiTm| SevflEHgI6U LETTHETTSS (860N LILIL (H6T6mg).

LwesTUML 1968)(ThIH &I HLI(THE:&meoT (A2P) SiemLpLiL|&6iT — SHmesilwmig) Lwedml, GrmGumsmev, (peorLigey/
QEwmMenss G760 HEMLPLILGHST — (PEOMWITS euenFWMISSILIL(H, @6l (petTaal 9@ SimlafsasriL
GeuesoT(HId; MleNssLiLLTE A2P CuTsEeuTEHE UCC 988 shaLIULEH, BIBILSSHME T0.05 eueniy (Pig6|sH
SLL6woTD e HleaLLLeuTD. LHw mIsSFGeumy Gevpenmuil (h sulblpsnm cpsuld 15 HITL 8 (6ThHE (& 6T

G wemmuiL (H SiHlsmifluiiLb TRAI DND Glawed) suflwumsCeur 1909 6TetsTem)|&5(G) HenLPSHSI/SMS ien|liNGwim
(PeOMUIILEVITLD.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&H\ws &mLIL 86T
e Instrument: TCCCP (Third Amendment) Regulations, 2026, amending the TCCCPR, 2018, notified 18 Sep
2026.

Sp6uesord: TCCCP (ewestmmd Hl(HhS5SH) eR(LMIE,(WPemmas6iT, 2026; TCCCPR, 2018-33 (55515 m&!; 18 Gl&L
2026 9|mleSliiLy.

* New Regulation 21A: mandatory Al/ML detection of suspected UCC CLIs and inter-operator sharing.

HSHW uemgwenm 21A: 5FH65555)M G flw UCC CLI-gensm Al/ML eLpsvLd &63TLM)1SH6V Lomm|LD
AUCTLLF&6flenL Gui L&V &L LmWIL.

e Trigger: 5 or more CLIs of one sender flagged in 10 days — KYC re-verification - barring - disconnection.
retnr(hHev: CT enLiLbifler 5+ CLI-g6iT 10 BrLssiflev GnlssLinhigsy - KYC wm| sflumyliy - SeoL -
glevTIgLILY.

e Complaint threshold cut from 5 to 3 unique complaints in 10 days for Al/ML-flagged ClLlIs.

AI/ML gM&sLiulL CLI-&@Emh& @ LsTT euribL) 10 mrLserflev 5-@ed(pbg 3 Hefligieu LsTTHemns:s &enmLiL|.
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* A2P calls defined and must be pre-declared; undeclared A2P attracts up to ¥0.05/minute termination charge.

A2P 9|6m1PLIL 56T eUenTWMISSLILIL([H (WetTgaligCu onleaNsaliuL GeuessT(hlb; oMeN&HasLILILTSm61S (S,

HISILSH (& T0.05 6L6m T SHLL6TITLD.

e Consumer appeal within 15 days; complaints via the TRAI DND app or 1909.

15 IBITL8(6Th 8 (86T [IsTGeumy Csvenmui(); TRAI DND Gl&wed) oisusug] 1909 ulflwimssLl LisT.

Static GK Connect

TRAI

Telecom Regulatory Authority of India; established 20
February 1997 under the TRAI Act, 1997; headquarters
New Delhi; Chairman Anil Kumar Lahoti.

TDSAT

Telecom Disputes Settlement and Appellate Tribunal, created
by the TRAI (Amendment) Act, 2000 to hear appeals
against TRAI.

Parent ministry
TRAI functions in relation to the Department of
Telecommunications, Ministry of Communications.

DND / 1909
‘Do Not Disturb’ registration and UCC complaints are made on
the TRAI DND app or the toll-free short code 1909.

TRAI

@S W CBTmEVSHOISTLIL ¢(MBISTHM] enerib; TRAI
FLLID, 1997-@\str £1p 20 LNyeuifl 1997-@6v HFlmieuliLlLgl;
SEn6ven WS Ll Hleved); sensvel] iesflev (GLomy
awGammiy.

TDSAT

QBT SHEISTLIL SSTTMI Sy mmID GevpenmuiL (h
Srlumu;

TRAI-85, erglymest Gosvpenmuibhlasensr eNemiflsas TRAI
(Hp55) FLLLD, 2000 cLpevld 2 (HEUTSHSBLILILLE).

STl S|ENLDEFFSHLD
TRAI, Q5Ten6eVS6ISITLITL] SI6DLDEFE S H)65T & (6T
C5Tem6V56STLILS &I6nMU|L65T C\STLIL LIS

DND / 1909

‘Qarhsre| GeussorLmbd’ LIl b UCC LsmisEnh TRAI DND
QEWwel) 3i6V6v8) BLLewTLOEVEVIT GHMIEIEGMIUI(H 1909 epsuld
QEwwiL{H&lestment.
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FSSAI initiates three adjudication cases against Nestlé India over infant-nutrition claims

(BLRHens 2l L FFHSIL ClLUMIH6IT Fammiser ClsmLyuns clbervGsv @rbHlwim 1B FSSAI ewpestm)

6ULP & (8 &61T
Event date / hl&1pe Ca8): 18 September 2026

On 18 September 2026 the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) announced that it had
initiated three separate adjudication cases against Nestlé India in connection with infant nutrition products.
Two cases concern promotional claims: on NAN Excella Pro Stage 1, claims relating to “5 HMOs” and “Whey
Protein”; and on Lactogen Pro 1, a claim that whey protein is easy to digest. FSSAl examined both the products
and their promotional material on e-commerce platforms. The third case arises from a follow-up formula
sample found substandard on biotin content, which the referral laboratory also found non-conforming on re-
analysis. The regulator has invoked Regulation 4(2) of the Food Safety and Standards (Foods for Infant
Nutrition) Regulations, 2020, which restricts promotional claims for infant foods, together with Section 3 of the
Infant Milk Substitutes, Feeding Bottles and Infant Foods (Regulation of Production, Supply and
Distribution) Act, 1992, which prohibits their advertising and promotion. Nestlé India responded that its products
are “fully compliant with all the applicable regulations” and that the labels had been approved by an FSSAI
expert committee; it has submitted a detailed response.

18 QleLiLbLIy 2026 oi6oTm)| @HHW 2 6vsTa)Ll LITG|STLIL] LoMMILD Sy Hlijessrwl gy emevorwild (FSSAI), 5 L0Hens
o6’ | FF55L1 CUMIHLEET QHTLILITS GlbervGev @mbHIwim 165 eLpesTm| &65fl5 5 66f1 a1LDE (& & emers;
QaTLRISWSTES AMNSHSH5]. @T6vor(h 6ULs Es6T eflembLIys FammisseT GsTLjLmeTenel: NAN Excella Pro
Stage 1 Qum(merflsb “5 HMOs” wiHmib “Whey Protein” gamm|seiT; Lactogen Pro 1 Gum(msrfleb Geu Ly
eTeN&l6v G\F N SHa5Fa019WG)| 6Te0)ID Famm|. FSSAI, GlummLaseneTwb LlesTeuessiles SHemmigserflev 2 6o Sjeumnilest
eflembLrLl GIUMIHLEENEMULD 2 16| C\FUISS]. CPETMTELS| 6ULNSE), LGWITLIg6sT Siemailév &8 (& 6nMmelnss
sesorLOIWLIULL Q5L 2arl L &858 rSlifl QsTLiuTeTs); uiflibgienT G, ileusIpLd M| LIGLUUTIIaN6Y S5
aNFH)(Permas & 2-LLLETNVEN6V 6T68TE SHEBTTLMHSHG!. (HLPHENS 26506 85 (6THES 60T a\6ITDLITE FafDM)|&H6M6TE:
SLHUUHSSID 2-6voTay Ll LIMTGISMLIL LOMHMILD SIF IHIF6soTW ((§L01H60S 2ETL L5585 8| 2 655761 56iT)

RGP ME6T, 2020-@\6tT Nl 4(2) WOHMID SeuDleT ON6ETDOLTSHMSS SHemL ClFILLD (&LPMHEMSLI LIT6V
LOITH M| &6iT, 2enL (KD L|LIg861T LOMMILD (SLPH60S 2 688T6Y 861 (2-MLISH), 6ULpmIsev, aNbGuwims
R(EIGWenm) FLLID, 1992-@ett LNifley 3 oy flwiemeu LiLisTL(HSSLILIL (H6TeTenT. HLog| GILIM(HLE6T

“EIUM(HIHS S5l SeMETTH S| R (LI (S (PN M & (6THE (HLD (LP (LTI WIITE B)6voTEI (8 65TM6DT” 6T60T6 LD,
GsvL96Ta6T FSSAI HIL|650TIT (8 (Lp6umev SMIBSsfl&&LILILLen6U sTeaTa b GlHeGey @bEHIWIT Liglevsrl&gi6iTeng).

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&H\ws &nLIL 86T

» Three adjudication cases initiated by FSSAI against Nestlé India on 18 September 2026.

18 GlFLLbLIf 2026 oisiTm| QB Gev @bH Wi L5 FSSAI epesTm 6ULPE (5 &H6M6NTS C\STLRIE W G).

e Products involved: NAN Excella Pro Stage 1, Lactogen Pro 1 and a follow-up formula.

FbubsLiLLL GumpLaser: NAN Excella Pro Stage 1, Lactogen Pro 1 wmmib (h GISILY 2erl | #5551
Qum(meiT.

e Claims questioned: “5 HMOs” and “Whey Protein”; promotional material on e-commerce platforms examined.
GasiTellas @ 6TeTeT FammissT: “5 HMOs”, “Whey Protein”; lesteusssfl&s semmigserflev o sitem ellemibLrL
QUM(HL&6T 2y Ul16).

e Third case: a follow-up formula sample substandard on biotin, confirmed by the referral laboratory.
ELPEITIITLD 6ULPE (&: LIGWITL 65T Sj6mel6v &y (8 6nmeunsst GGTLIT 2l L &gsg] wrhlifl; uiflbgieny
UINSHSHSHTEV 2 M|

* Legal basis: Regulation 4(2), FSS (Foods for Infant Nutrition) Regulations, 2020 and Section 3, IMS Act,
1992.

FLL ojgliLienL: FSS ((5LoH60s 26T L5585 8| 2 65316, &61T) 62 (LOTI(G(emm&s6iT, 2020-@est afl &) 4(2) wmmILD
IMS sLLIb, 1992-@\eiT 1Nifley 3.
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* Nestlé India said the products are fully compliant and the labels were approved by an FSSAI expert

committee.

QUM(RHLE6T (Lp(LREMLDWITE: @)65oTI(8 E)65TMm 6T 6TevTer|D, GovLil6TaeT FSSAI IBIL6BoTIT (8)(Lp6u ey
ArEsfEsILLLeme sraTe|b GGy @BHWT G5 flelss 5.

Static GK Connect

FSSAI

Food Safety and Standards Authority of India; established
2008 under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006;
headquarters New Delhi; under the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare.

IMS Act, 1992

The Infant Milk Substitutes, Feeding Bottles and Infant Foods
Act prohibits the advertising and promotion of infant milk
substitutes; amended in 2003.

FSSAI CEO
Rajit Punhani, IAS (1991 batch) took charge as Chief
Executive Officer of FSSAl on 1 September 2025.

FSSAI initiatives

Eat Right India, FoSTaC (food safety training), INFOLNET
(food laboratory network) and the proposed front-of-pack
nutrition labelling.

FSSAI

@S 2 6voT6eY LI LITGISTLIL] HMILD &I [HF6T0TI 4,60)650TWLILD;
2 _evoTe) Ll LITGISTLIL] LDMMILD &Iy IHljessrwig &L, 2006-
@6t SLp 2008-@)\6L (HMIEULILILLS); &6M6V6DLOWISLD LS
&l6v6V); HHMSMILD LOMMILD (& (HLDL [H6V S{6OINDEF&F &5 S 6dT
$1h.

IMS &L L1b, 1992

BLHEMSLI LIT6V LDTHM|&6T, 26l (HID LjL 1986 LoMHmILD
(BLHENS 2_6T0T6Y &6 FLLLD, (GLPHeNSLI LIV Lommm|&erflesr
eflembLITLD LMHMILD 2ens @G aNLIenLs HeoL C\F LI DI;
2003-@\60L H(HSHSLILILLG).

FSSAI semevenio [Hlijeurme)

725 Lisstaummesfl, 1AS (1991 QgmE8) 1 GQeliLbuy 2025
ST FSSAI Henevenio Hlyeurs Sl mlwmeL
QumrmLIGUD .

FSSAI wpwm#lseir

Eat Right India, FoSTaC (2 ewre L1 Limgs iy Luiingl),
INFOLNET (2_650T6| 4,168 QUEDEVWIENLOLIL|) LOMM|LD
eTRmAwtILLL CUSQ &L (PeiTLISES 26Tl L F&F8 5]
GovLNerfirs.
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PM Vishwakarma Scheme completes three years with 30 lakh artisans registered

‘Nyswiy efleveusyom’ HLLD epssTmmesst(h &6l Ihlemme]; 30 VL&D 6em&6196m60T(HTEH6IT LiS6
Event date / fi&Lpe| Ca&): 17 September 2026

The Pradhan Mantri Vishwakarma (PM Vishwakarma) Scheme completed three years of implementation on
17 September 2026, reaching its target of 30 lakh registrations. The Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MoMSME) marked the third anniversary at the Dhono Dhanyo Auditorium, Kolkata, West
Bengal. Launched on 17 September 2023 (Vishwakarma Jayanti) as a Central Sector Scheme with an outlay of
¥13,000 crore for 2023-24 to 2027-28, it supports traditional artisans and craftspeople in 18 identified trades
under the motto “Samman, Samarthya, Samriddhi”. Beneficiaries receive skill training with a stipend of
¥500 per day, a toolkit incentive of up to ¥15,000 through an e-voucher, and a collateral-free Enterprise
Development Loan of up to ¥3 lakh in two tranches (¥1 lakh for 18 months, then ¥2 lakh for 30 months) at a
concessional 5% interest with an 8% interest subvention borne by the Government of India. As on 15
September 2026, 24.37 lakh beneficiaries had completed basic skill training, 18.16 lakh toolkits had been
delivered and 6.19 lakh loans worth about ¥5,316 crore had been sanctioned. The scheme is implemented
jointly by MOMSME, the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship and the Department of
Financial Services.

‘s efleveus o’ L 17 GlELLIDUIF 2026 Si6Tm) epesTmmsssr(h ClawesvLimlsnL Hlemmey ClFuig), 30
SVLEFLD LIFH6Y&6T 6Ten)|LD @)6V56008 6TLIgWig|. [HI6voT, FIM] MHMIW BHHISST C1HmLEl6L HlMIeu6sTHIS 6T
2en&gsD (MOMSME) cpstTomd 2y 6tor(h eSlpmeneu GLom(s, eumisLd, Clemsva s s mailley 2 6iter GamGestm
SmesTCWIT Y IrEIEl6v G\smesTLmigwg|. 17 GleliLbuy 2023 (afeveusim 61w wnhd)) SieTm &SI Hlenms
SILLrss CsTLmslULL @&, 2023-24 (p56ev 2027-28 sueniy T13,000 Camig 51551 (HLeT, 18
S6BILWIT6ITLD SmesorLiLIL L G miflevsserflev LmybLIfws 6086l en6uT(sh & (EThe (&) “ FLDLOMEST, FLOFSWIT, &FLDIfl5H)”
6TER)(LD (FHMNSHCHMEHLEIT 2 &6 HM&|. LIWeoTmeI&6T HTGlemmestmi& (8 T500 2 56950615 mens wLesT H)mest
LuNM &, WletT-6u6FFT eLpeuld T15,000 euemiy &(HONLIGILIL LY 26185885618 memss, LLHMILD LNemessrwidmm T3
VL&D euemyuilevirest Q5 mlev COOLIML (H& &HL6tr68T @)(I &616em6voTE61fl6vV (18 LTS MHISEHEE) T1 VL&D,
esreoTiy 30 LOMHMIGEHS(E, T2 VLFLD) 5% Feviens eullguilev GlLm fstTmenty; 8% 6uLlg omesflwsens @b w
P& gHEME). 15 GlElLbuiy 2026 HlevsurgLillly 24.37 eVL&wD GUT SjgliLenLs Smest LulHelenw

Wy sgleTeresty, 18.16 6VL&LD &(HeNLICILIL 19 &6 6uLpmIsLILIL (heTemsst, 6.19 6VL&LD &L 6dT&H6IT &0y T5,316
Gamig LHLILNL W) (WHGHLILL (H6Temest. @SS LGems MOMSME, Hmest GuoLim(h) mmILD

Qs miflev(emesTCourmiy SeMWEFFSHLD, IHHF CaFeneuss6r glemm @)enestTha| 6\FWeVL (h&gISH eTment.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Ggje (p&HWs @Il s6iT

e Launched 17 September 2023; a Central Sector Scheme with an outlay of ¥13,000 crore (2023-24 to
2027-28).

17 QeuLbuy 2023 GgrLss0; T13,000 Camy s18585L (HLetT (2023-24 (W56 2027-28) (1 WHEH W Fienms
SILLID.

Covers 18 traditional trades; motto “Samman, Samarthya, Samriddhi”; 3rd anniversary held at Kolkata.

18 unmgwuflug ClsmLflevase; GN&CETsT “FIDLDMEST, FLOFSWIT, FDFlSHH)”; epaTmTD Sy6vor(h aflpm
Qs meLa 5B TaN6.

Benefits: ¥500/day stipend, ¥15,000 toolkit e-voucher, ¥3 lakh collateral-free loan at 5% with 8% Gol
subvention.

LIWetTE6TT: HIGlemmesTm18@) T500 2 5all5061smenss, ¥15,000 &haflliGILLLY 1)6sT-6u6&&T, 5% 6uLliguilev T3
VL&D LemesTwio MM HL 63T, 8% | J&r LomesflwiLd.
* As on 15 Sep 2026: 24.37 lakh trained, 18.16 lakh toolkits, 6.19 lakh loans (~%¥5,316 crore).

15 Q&1 2026 [Hleveuryid: 24.37 uL&wb LILImH, 18.16 6uL&FID &(HaNICIUL &6, 6.19 6VL&FID SL6edTsH6T (~T5,316
Camy).

* Implemented jointly by MOMSME + MSDE + Department of Financial Services; registration only through CSCs.

MoMSME + MSDE + ihl&)& Gaemeusseir glemm @)eneothgl 6\FwevL (h&g&erment; Ligle CSC 6mLDWIThIS6T
euLflwimss L (HGLD.
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* Eligibility: age 18+, self-employed in the unorganised sector, one member per family; government servants

excluded.

F&H: euwg 18+, SienwlILFTTT lemmUNey &HWGSHTLH, (& HIOUSHEM (S @ HeUT; SiTa 26rLWIfeH6iT

BGSWHDeUT.

Static GK Connect

Vishwakarma Jayanti

Observed on 17 September; the scheme was launched on
this day in 2023 at Yashobhoomi (IICC), Dwarka, New
Delhi.

Ministry of MSME

Union Minister Jitan Ram Manjhi; Minister of State Shobha
Karandlaje. It also runs Udyam Registration and the
Udyam Assist Platform.

Related schemes

Artisans who have fully repaid loans under PM MUDRA
Yojana or PM SVANidhi remain eligible under PM
Vishwakarma.

Digital incentive

¥1 per digital transaction, up to 100 transactions a
month; over 8.11 lakh beneficiaries have received about ¥42
crore.

aflelveusFom Qs

17 QElLbul SieTm| SienIsfléslubhlSng); 2023-@)sv
@ Cs merflsL g1 Hleved), sleumgsmeailev 2 sitem
wGgmLy,luflsv (11ICC) FHILLD QFTLAISULLLGI.

MSME 960055 51D

LSS HMOEFFT 2B 60T LD LOM(EHEF); ©)606T0TIED DT
Cagmum s5hHeunG. 2 Hwib ugle| HM|b 2 Swid
SFGVL HemHems Wb QWIS EGEIMS|.

CarLjyenLw S LkIg6T

NpswF WHTT SILLLD 60605 LNTSLOIF 6rveuiblH) Sip
SLETHENET (LP(LEMLOWITES S (HLLNE Claen|&Eweufs EnHn PM
efeveusFmellsy & @S W enLwell.

1S\ L6V 26n5 8501508

@ 93\ L6V LIfleuissementss & T1, s 100
ufleujs g enestaeit auenry; 8.11 sl &5 H MG ComHLILCLT]
&omy ¥42 Gasmig Glumm)|6TemesTIy.

20th Rozgar Mela: PM to hand over more than 51,000 appointment letters

20-6ug| ‘Gymevasmy Germ’: 51,000-8 &L GLOMUILL HILILDETT Q,60655TSH 6061 6ULPMIS 2 61T6 LGS0
Event date / Hi&1pe Ca8): Announced 18 September 2026 (event 19 September 2026)

The Prime Minister’s Office announced on 18 September 2026 that the 20th Rozgar Mela would be held on
19 September 2026, at which the Prime Minister would distribute more than 51,000 appointment letters to
newly appointed youth in central government service. The event was to be held through video conferencing at

45 locations across the country. The recruits are joining departments including the Department of Revenue,

Ministry of Railways, Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Department of

Financial Services and Ministry of Defence. According to the PMO statement, with this edition about 12.75
lakh young people will have received appointment letters through the Rozgar Mela initiative. The Rozgar Mela
was launched on 22 October 2022, when the first tranche of 75,000 appointment letters was distributed at
50 locations, as part of the Government’s mission to complete 10 lakh recruitments in mission mode. The 19th

Rozgar Mela was held in May 2026.

20-6ug) ‘Grmevamy Germm’ 19 GleLLbUF 2026 96TM)| HeMLOILIMI|LD 6T6vT6YLD, 6V LSS T LI

uesafl&s (6Thas & LI LI Smes BBl & LILILL @)6n6IT(ehT& (6Thes (& 51,000-8 &b GLoMLILL HIWILDETT &,67655T860161T
NT&LOT 6ULPMEIEGEUTIT eTeoTeyLD LNFSHLOT svieusvasLD 18 QFLILIDLIF 2026 6T SiMeNs 58] @ bHlsDe BT(h
WWeugIb 45 @)L rserflév HmGlesormeds &L eLpsuld HEnLOLIMISIMG|. eu(hHeumils Hlemm, FuilsvGeu

D EDIDEF LD, 2 61THI60M ENIDFFHID, SEMTSTILD MM (&((HILOU H6V enEFFsL, IHHe Caeneusser
Sl60M, LMSISTLIL] H6OLDEFFSHLD 2 66T Hlenmaerflev Lihlweugaer Caidlermerty. LNTSHLOT Sisvielevs
SiMlsenasuierLly, @ULIELILL6T somy 12.75 6VL&LD @)en6(shia6T Grmenami GLo6ITT ep6suLd [HIWILo6oT
SpenesTsHemeTLl GluMmMImLLF. Grmevsmy Guemm 22 91&CLTUF 2022 9i6Tm)| OSTLRISILLLS); SLCUTE 50
@Lmiserflev (560 HeusmesoTwms: 75,000 [HIULILDEDT Y,601658TE6IT GULOMISLILILL6T. 10 6VL&LD Lievof]
BlwiesTrIgGemeT @\Wwss (Wenmullsy HlemmGeumnmid et @evs&l6 @F LGS @&l 19-eugl Grmevsasimy

Guerrm Go 2026-@)\6v HEOLCILMMSI.
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KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&Hws &mILIL 86T

e 20th Rozgar Mela announced on 18 Sep 2026, held on 19 Sep 2026 via video conferencing at 45 locations.

20-6ug) Grmevasmy Germm 18 Gl&L1 2026 oinleilliL; 19 Q&L 2026 isTm)| 45 @)L ris6rflev &TClesoTmed eLpsuLd

BEOLEILIMHME!.

More than 51,000 appointment letters distributed to newly appointed youth in central government service.

WSS SiT&L LIessilsEhe G L UHSTe HILLbSsILLL @)en6T(shisEnhsE 51,000-8@Ww Cuumur L Hluiest

O EDIETOTSH6IT.

Departments include Revenue, Railways, Home Affairs, Health & Family Welfare, Financial Services and

Defence.

su(meurmil, puilevGeu, 2 siTgIemM, HHTSMFLD & (& HIDU HevesT, IHlH&F Caeneusseir, LIMGISTLIL] &L &6nMa6T

SILMIGLD.

Per the PMO, about 12.75 lakh appointment letters have been given through the Rozgar Mela so far.

NTsLT SeVIeUeNSSS6TLLY, @) &I6UenT Grmengmy GLO6TT eLpeuld &My 12.75 6VL&LD [HIILILD6TT Sy 60650786

6ULPMRISLILIL (Hl6TeIT6uT.

Launched 22 October 2022 with 75,000 letters at 50 locations; mission target 10 lakh recruitments.

22 918GLmuy 2022 9i6Tm| 50 @)L s 6rflev 75,000 246565078 (ETHLET CISTLESLD; @)6V8E, 10 6uL&LD Liesofl

15 WILD 6T IB1 S5 61T.

The 19th Rozgar Mela was held in May 2026.

19-eug) Grmervamy Germrm G 2026-@)6V HEOLGILMHM G

Static GK Connect

Rozgar Mela

A recruitment drive launched on 22 October 2022, tied to the
Government’s mission-mode target of 10 lakh appointments
in central government.

Mission Karmayogi

Launched 2020 as the National Programme for Civil
Services Capacity Building; new recruits are onboarded
through the iGOT Karmayogi platform.

DoPT

The Department of Personnel and Training, under the
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, is the
nodal department for central government recruitment policy.

Recruiting bodies

Central recruitment is conducted mainly by the UPSC (Article
315), the Staff Selection Commission (SSC) and the
Railway Recruitment Boards.

Crmevamy Cuerrm

22 9150LmU 2022 96T GG TLRAISLILLL Liesofl Hlwest
@u&sLD; LHHW SiTFl6L 10 6VLELD [HIUILDEBTIEISET 6T6D)|LD
©)6v8GL60T LB TLILemLIG].

1ler6sT SHFLOCWImES)

2020-@)\6v (5196mioL1 Lisvofl Hlmest GobLImL (h & & mest
CapaAlws SILLMsS CHTLRISLLLLE]; LS 2erfluifser
iIGOT &FLCWmH H6rmb eufling @)eneorasLiL (H e eTmen.

DoPT

usssflwmeniy MHMID LUNDHHAS glemm, LewsflwmeTy, GLITg)
&DETE LHMID PUALEIL HDWEFSSEI6T S, LSS
SI7&r Lissof] HIWLID6sTE: Cl& M6Ten 888 6T (LPSHETERL0E &16MM.

uessfl IHlwioesT Qj6mIDLIL| & 6T

&S W Lewsfl Hlwiestd (Wadwims UPSC (FLLUfle) 315),
usssflwmeny Gs 76y SemevsTwid (SSC) HMID FuNevGeu
uevsfl ihlwioest UMWk 6T eLpevld HLSSLILIHIEMS).
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DEFENCE & NATIONAL - ungismiL & Ga&lwibd

Steel cutting of the second Next Generation Missile Vessel held at Cochin Shipyard
Q6T LUV &L (HILD e Hlev @\ T6esoTLTaUS] D (HSHS HEMEV(LPENM 6618 6M68BTE &LILISS65T
6Too (8 GCleul (b ellipm

Event date / hl&s1pey Cs8): 17 September 2026 (announced 18 September)

The steel cutting ceremony of the second Next Generation Missile Vessel (NGMV) for the Indian Navy was
held at Cochin Shipyard Limited (CSL), Kochi, Kerala, on 17 September 2026, with Rear Admiral Kapil
Mehta, Assistant Controller of Warship Production and Acquisition, as chief guest. The Indian Navy has
ordered six NGMVs; the contract was signed with CSL on 30 March 2023 at a cost of about ¥9,805 crore,
forming part of a combined ¥19,600 crore package that also covered 11 Next Generation Offshore Patrol
Vessels. Deliveries of the NGMVs are scheduled to begin in March 2027, and construction is expected to generate
about 45 lakh man-days of employment over nine years. The NGMV is a stealth-enabled, high-speed platform
with a heavy offensive punch, designed for maritime strike and anti-surface warfare against enemy
warships, merchantmen and land targets, and for sea denial at choke points; in a defensive role it supports local
naval defence and seaward defence of the Offshore Development Area. Its surface-to-surface missile system,
anti-missile defence systems and air-surveillance and fire-control radars are indigenously developed. The
steel cutting of the first NGMV took place on 16 December 2024 at the same yard.

@bHws sLDHLnLSSTeT @\FesTLTeus] Si(h5HS 566V (Penm 6j6a)senesnts: SLiLiedlest (NGMV) 6Too (8
GleuL (i) edlpm 17 GlFLLbLIf 2026 2isTm| Gaspemm, GlemeFluilev 2 6iter Gl mEFl6sT SHLILIV &L (HILD
bimisuents Sl6v (CSL) menL Clumms|; GUMFs LU 2 MHUSS) WMHMID C1&TET(PSH6L 2 56918 &L (HLILITLLT6IT)
flwy S lysev &196v s 5T FMLiL eN(HHHeTTeHs &H6vbHEIC&TetTLTT. @bhHlws sLHUL y,m| NGMV-
&emerm Y TLT ClFigeTerng); 30 wmjs 2023 et CSL 2 LetT &y 9,805 Gasimig HILN6L eLUILIKSLD

&L (WSS TTE. @81 11 Si(HHS H6n6V(Penm SHLVETT Cmbe8 SHLILIV&HEN6ITWLD 2 6TerLsEw T19,600
Camg ClgmE L6t LGS wmE . NGMV-sefler eupmisey mjg 2027-@)6V G\STLKIGLD; ¢R65TLIS| 4,680T(Hs6Tflev
&M 45 6VLELD QY6TT-[HITEIT GeueneveLTIILIENL 2 (Ih6UTE G 6T60T eTHITLIMTSSLILHE M. NGMV eTetTLIS|

S(HL(H 5560185 HMen)ILd HHCouss (LD C1GHTeTITL, & (HEMLOWITEST ST (55 6V 61651601 Cl&TEToTL H6TLD; 618 if]
GUITTSSHLILIEVSSTT, 6165188 SLILIGVSET, H6MIT @)608 (55 (ETHE G, TH 60T BLEVEITI HITE (86 LoMmmI GLomLiyLiL
stEITLUILIL GUm(H &L, HL6V CIKIflFev Lsitaflgerflev &1L60 LMILILS LD 6I9UMSSLILILLS)|. SISH60T
CumuyiL-CmUIFLIL| 665 em6essT Si6BIDLIL], 6§61 5 60680T 6T TLIL| LITSISITLIL| H6BILOLIL|E6T, 6LIT65T
sevorssmessflLiL MHMIWD & SLHILUTL({H CrLIFsH6T 2 6THTLIg60 2 (HeuTssLIULLen6. (P&H6Y NGMV-@\6bT 6Tco(8
GleuL () 16 w&OUF 2024 9i60TM)| HCH SH6MESHI60 HEOLGILMHMS!.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&Hlws GmILIL 86T

* Steel cutting of the 2nd NGMV at Cochin Shipyard Limited, Kochi on 17 September 2026.

17 QLU 2026 ostm)| Clesnadl, Clasnadleir sLiLev &L (H Himieussrs&lev 2-6ug NGMV 6loo@, Gleul ().

e Chief guest: Rear Admiral Kapil Mehta, Assistant Controller of Warship Production and Acquisition.

Holiy eNmbHeory: Nlwy SLLBFev &196v GgHsm, CUTTEELILN 2 HLGSE LHMID CETETLPSH6 2 568
SL(HILLTLLT6ITT.

* Six NGMVs ordered; contract signed 30 March 2023 for about ¥9,805 crore.
a,m| NGMV-&6iT o 7L1T; 30 omjg 2023 o6 &Lomy 9,805 Gasimig elILIBSLD.

* Deliveries begin March 2027; about 45 lakh man-days of employment over nine years.

GULPMBIG6V LOMITE 2027-@)6V GIHTLESLD; 6T 4600T(H&61Tl6v &MY 45 6VLELD &Y,61T-IHM6IT CouemeveumuLiL.

* Role: maritime strike, anti-surface warfare and sea denial at choke points; stealth and high speed.
U6wsil: BLEVETT SITE (856, ComuiyLiy erhlFriy Gumy, Qbiflasv Lsiteflaserflev sL6v mIL; £(HL(H&S6oTD
LMMILD HH CeussLD.

* Steel cutting of the first NGMV was on 16 December 2024, also at CSL.

W56 NGMV-@)65T 6Tso(8; GleuL () 16 9&ibLy 2024 3i6tTm|, G5 CSL-@)6v.
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Static GK Connect

Cochin Shipyard Ltd

India’s largest shipyard, incorporated 1972 at Kochi, Kerala;
a CPSE under the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways; built INS Vikrant (IAC-1).

Indian Navy shipyards

Major warship builders: Mazagon Dock (Mumbai), GRSE
(Kolkata), Goa Shipyard, Hindustan Shipyard
(Visakhapatnam) and CSL (Kochi).

Sea denial
A naval strategy that prevents an adversary from using a sea
area, as distinct from sea control, which secures its own use
of that area.

Aatmanirbhar Bharat

All major role-defining equipment of the NGMV — missiles,
radars and defence systems — is indigenously developed
under the self-reliance push in defence production.

Qangdlett HLILIE &L (HLD HIMmi6u6sTid

@mbawmaler BlaLlGlLfw &Ly &L (Hb serb; 1972-@)sv
Casyerrm, Glasmedluilev HmiaLILLLG|; HIEMM(LPSHEISEIT,
&LIL6v GUITE (5 6urS 5] MM HyeuLfl e

SlenwEsss ST H1D; INS eN&rmHs (IAC-1) SLiguig).

@bHWE SLMHLIEOIL SLILIEV &6ITTLIS6T

(WP&EIW CUTTSSLILIEY &L (HHIEH6T: LDEFET6sT LITE ((pLbemLt),
GRSE (Q&mevas55T), Cameur sLiLev &6,
anlibg|6MsmesT SL1LI6V S6mib (eflemssiLigesTid), CSL
(Qansa).

L6V LoM|LIL

eTH\If] 62(Ih HL6L LGSHlen il LWeTL(h&HGHIeUenSHs &(h &G LD
SLOUDL 2 58); H60T8] LIWetTLUMLenL 2 m)|&H) Gl&FwLD SL6V
sSLHIWIUTLIgedHha GoumLLg).

2uBwHTLT LTS

NGMV-@)65T 6m68T8 S| (PSS LIstail-616m T M) & (&L

2 _LISJE00TTRIS (6THLD — 6J61&H6M650Ta6T, CILTTa6T, LMgIsmLIL]
SIEOWLIL&ET — LITGISTLIL 2 MUSSHUN6v Setresflenmey
CrrsasH 60T S1p 2 6THTLIg6V 2 (HeUMSSLILILLeme.
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Combined Operational Review and Evaluation (CORE) Programme 2026 concludes in New
Delhi

‘@(HrISHlenestThs ClewevLmL(h) wHLumie] wmHmIw WHILSTL({H (CORE) S)LLID 2026’ L5
Slevedluilsv hlemmey
Event date / fl&Lpe| Cag): 14-18 September 2026

The Combined Operational Review and Evaluation (CORE) Programme 2026, organised by Headquarters
Integrated Defence Staff (HQ IDS) and conducted by the Centre for Joint Warfare Studies (CENJOWS),
concluded on 18 September 2026 at the Manekshaw Centre, New Delhi, after a five-day run from 14 to 18
September 2026. The programme brought together senior officers of all three Services along with officials of the
Ministry of Defence, Ministry of External Affairs and Ministry of Home Affairs, as well as subject-matter
experts, academics and think-tank representatives. Participants interacted with the Chief of Defence Staff, the
Chief of the Naval Staff, the Chief of Integrated Defence Staff to the Chairman COSC, the Vice Chief of
the Air Staff and the Vice Chief of the Army Staff. Deliberations covered jointness and integration, lessons
from ongoing conflicts, modern ways of warfighting, non-kinetic dimensions of national security, and
defence production and capability development. Technology sessions focused on Artificial Intelligence,
Robotics and Quantum Computing, alongside cognitive warfare, strategic communication and counter-
disinformation, with scenario-based exercises. The programme concluded with an emphasis on a “Whole-of-
Nation” approach spanning the diplomatic, informational, economic and military domains.

R(HEIHen6ssTIHS LIMGISTLIL L Lsssflwmeny emevemowissd (HQ IDS) ghum(p Q&g Fal(Hilt GUTy gy, uley
sniowib (CENJOWS) pL&SH W ‘eppmidlenesstibgs Glewevuri(h) whHluumile wmm|w wHTL(H (CORE) S
2026’, 14 (p56v 18 GlELiLIbLIf 2026 eusny Wb HTL&6T HenLClLmM| 18 QFLILLDLIF 2026 6T LS
£l6v6V), LTOlETTTFARIT eMOWISH)6V HlenmeLenLbSHS!. QSHHILLSSH 60 epesrm] LismLLiINfleyseiflest cpsH s

SIH &Ml (EHLET, LTSHISMTLIL] H6OLEFSHILD, Oleueflyme) SIeMDEFFEHLD, 2 6iTFH|60M SEMLDEFFELD

SIS BMFlS (LD, HleOM 6LEVVIBIEHET, HeVaNWITETFEH6IT, FlbHem6sts & (LW LNTHHS& EmHD LIkiGHmM6TH.
URICSHMHLITETISHET LIMGISMLIL|L LIeDL &6nevelly (CDS), SLMLNLS SH6TLS), 62 (hREIH6n6soTHe LIS TLIL|LI
usssflumeny emsveury (CISC), aflomeTLILIEOL Fl6M6wtTs SHemLS), HENTLILIEDL 8|651655T5 S6TLIH)

S HCWIM(HLET SH6VHSI6OTWITY6TT. Fal(h&HSH6sTOILD LIMHMILD §(IHEIL)6063oTLIL], [HemLGILIMILD
Gors v 8 61fled) (hH & LIML KIS, heiesr CUTT (pemmaseT, CaHFlwil urgsries Quisswmm
LflLomessT RIS 6T, LTS TLUL 2 MHUSES) wHmIb Hmest Gowum{h & wensu aNeumd&asLLLL6T. O&THeVHILL
S|JeY&6T QlFWMens MmicvsTesoTmlay, GIMUTLIgSH 6N, (86UMessTLLD SIDLIWLL 19kl LDHM|LD SiMleurmdmev Gumy,
epGeumumug ClSTLTL, S6UMTETT &&H616V eTHTLIL| o Hweumnlev HeuesTd ClFa & Hlerr. @IMTRSHET, HE6r6v,
Qumperms Iy, @FTssn|aLl LIfILOMETTEIS N6 2 6L &IW “(p(R-CoHF” 3is80)(5(PNME (S
6UEOIWMISBEIL 6T [HledMeUEDLIHS S

KEY EXAM POINTS - Czijey p&&ws &L seir

e Organised by HQ Integrated Defence Staff (HQ IDS) and conducted by CENJOWS; a tri-Service programme.
@(HEIHen6soTHS LIMGISTLLL Liessflwmemy Sensveniowssd (HQ IDS) goum(), CENJOWS pLSSH WG (pLiLenL
HILLLD.

* Held 14-18 September 2026 at the Manekshaw Centre, New Delhi.

14-18 Q&L 2026, L5 $l606V), LDTCIETTFANT 6mWSHH6V HenLCILMHMG.
 Participants: officers of all three Services plus officials of MoD, MEA and MHA, academics and think tanks.

UBICHMHLITETISET: eLpesTm| LisnL&6iflesT o SHamiflasT, ungismiil, Cleusiflumey, 2 siTgienm Senw&ss
S BMl&6T, HVaNWTETTEH6T, FlHSHEn60TS: (8)(LSHS6T.

e Themes: jointness and integration, modern warfighting, non-kinetic security, defence production and capability
development.
&(HLUCILM(RETSHET: Fal (h&SH6sTenL LOMMILD ¢ (hEISlenssorLiL], Hedst CUTT (Wemm, QWIS SLMM LIMGISTLIL],
urgIsriL 2 musE wHMID Hmest Cobum().
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* Technology focus: Artificial Intelligence, Robotics and Quantum Computing; also cognitive warfare

exercises.

QB m6LHIL LIS HeuesTD: ClFWMenss miessTssorniiey, GmUITLIgE 61V, (86UT6TsTLLD SLDLILLL 19MmI; SInfleummmev

Guimy LuWHE & (ETHLD.

e Concluded with emphasis on a “Whole-of-Nation” approach across diplomatic, informational, economic and

military domains.

@UrRshHHF, 8616V, CLIMIHETTSTY, @ rrssn|eull LiflmesTmigerfley “(wWp-CH5" w5 (Penms: (8

sueSlMISSEIL6T Blenme.

Static GK Connect

HQ IDS

Headquarters Integrated Defence Staff, created in 2001 on
the recommendations of the Kargil Review Committee and
the Group of Ministers; headed by the CISC.

Chief of Defence Staff

The post of CDS was created on 1 January 2020; the CDS
also heads the Department of Military Affairs as its
Secretary.

Manekshaw Centre
Located in Delhi Cantonment; named after Field Marshal
Sam Manekshaw, India’s first Field Marshal.

CENJOWS
The Centre for Joint Warfare Studies, New Delhi, is the
think tank attached to HQ Integrated Defence Staff.

HQ IDS

R(HEISHEN6TTHS LIMTG|STLILILT LIS W6 &606060LDUISLD;
SMTEH6V M1, UIOE (B(LD LOHMILD HEMLDEFFTHET (& (L6
uflbglenrssrlesrLilg 2001-@6v 2 (HeumssLILLLg|; CISC
H60606mLOUI6V.

UMSISTLIL|L LISOLS 56016V6U1)

CDS ug6ai 1 gevteuifl 2020-@)6v 2 (HeUMSSLILILLG|; CDS,
@nremieu eNeusnys Glemmuilest GlFWIEVTEITT TS 6 LD
QEwevLIHE MY,

LOTClBTEFONIT EMLOWILD

£l6vel @ mesmieu (PHTLBl6V 6MLOTHSI6TETS; @\HS W mallesr
(LPB6L colT6VL LDTTE1:6VITETT SFITLD LOMGIEBTFOKIT GILILITTED
Sien&sLLbHEME.

CENJOWS

Fal(Hl CuTF &y iey enowiibd, LG £6060); ¢ (hHmhiHenesoThs
UTgISTLIL L LIS WM 6060650 S S|L 65T @)60650THE
FHSEm68TE (5(LD-
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Bharat Forge and Pratt & Whitney Canada to evaluate turboprop engines for DRDO’s HALE
UAV

DRDO-@)sst HALE gy erflsueum eflomestsSlmemest LGLMLN YL eTesT@Sl6dT8 60161 4 Uiy GlEFuiw LIMys
coCGUMTE - Ny & e 6vfl HevTLIT gRLILIHSLD
Event date / fl&Lpe| Ca&): 16 September 2026

Bharat Forge Limited and Pratt & Whitney Canada, a business of the United States-based RTX, announced in
mid-September 2026 a collaboration to evaluate the integration of advanced turboprop engines into the
High-Altitude, Long-Endurance (HALE) Unmanned Aerial Vehicle being designed and developed by the
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO). Under the arrangement, Pratt & Whitney
Canada will evaluate engine compatibility, performance and installation requirements, while Bharat
Forge will lead engine-airframe integration, including installation design and systems interfaces. It is an
evaluation and collaboration agreement, not an engine supply contract. HALE UAVs are designed for high-
altitude, long-duration surveillance, intelligence and reconnaissance missions across land and maritime
domains. The announcement was framed under Aatmanirbhar Bharat and is seen as a step towards reducing
India’s dependence on leased foreign platforms in this class. Amit Kalyani, Vice-Chairman and Joint Managing
Director of Bharat Forge, and Ashish Saraf, Vice President and Country Head of Pratt & Whitney, spoke
for the two companies.

UMys coCUTTE eSIBIGILL MM SGIWFlEETmeUS SeTnss GlameserL RTX-@)6ir e Lifleumsst LNFmML &

el 6vfl BevTLIT o Flwened, LMGISTLIL L mLEH wmmid GowurlH) Himiauestid (DRDO) allgalenos g

2 (Heums&) 6u(hHLD e 2 Wiy, [HevorL HnmiGSImest (HALE) GlamssorL gy eiflsveur aflomests ey GobLil L
LFCUMN gL eTesTS) 6T 6MI6T @) 6mI6TBILILIENS Sy lil6r GQlFFuiwl GlFliL U 2026 BHILILEGSH U6 & 5IenpLIenL
SiMeNggeor. @serLly, NFTL & eflevfl HevTLIT eT6sTS) 68T ©) 6501858 5 & 6316010, GlFWI6VHM6DT, HlMI6LI6V
Caemeusemerr LLAIILNHID; LIMTS coGLIMTTE eT65T2Sl65T-aLDITEBT 2 L 6V 6 (Ih Ml &H6m6BoTLIEBILI [H1M)[6116V 61119 6116MLOLIL]
LMHMILD SiEMLOLIL| @EOL(PSMISET 2 6iTsiflLLeummiL 65T (LPesTEleaT(h&(E)h. @& e(h HINTL(H) LMHMILD @& SHI60nLPLIL]
@UUKH5CL 56911, eTeoTZI) 65T 6ULPMISEV RLILIHSLD J6V6v. HALE gyieflsbeur eNomerTmiseT 601y LMHMID &LV
uiflmeseriigseifley Sihlas 2 winsHlev HevorL Cbiy &655T8MevsflLIL], 2 6maySH5I6emm LMMILD Sy, WiaLl
Lessfl & (6Th 85 M85 6l aUmL&ESLILLLenel. @susumallil] QLEWHBIFUF LUMYs &L LenULN60 meussLULLLS);
@uLNfelev GSHHMEEHGL QUDLILIHID CeusIBTL(Hg SH6ThI&m6TE FMTHE (HLILIEDSHES (560 MEEHLD

BLAUGSHENS WSS &(HSLILGSMGI. LTS coGLITTES60T 56065018 &6m6V6lT LOMHMILD @)en6sor Hleumss

@ws BT S8 sevwimessfl LHMID LNFTL & el esflufies glen65oTs Hemeveuly LOMMILD HITL(H & &6Br6V6UIT
aLaflan Fiycoll HlMeU6STRISET FTyLITEL GLFl6oT.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&H\ws &mLIL 86T
* Bharat Forge and Pratt & Whitney Canada (an RTX business) will evaluate turboprop engines for DRDO’s HALE
UAV.
uUmys coCUTFE MM LNFTL & efllesfl &estLm (RTX Nifley) DRDO-@)sot HALE UAV-&ameot LGUIMLANmL
ETEOT S| 60T 66T By iy GlauiuLD.
* Pratt & Whitney Canada: engine compatibility, performance and installation requirements.
gL & el 6sfl sevTLIT: 6TEOTES\ 60T @) 610188 5 60T6mL0, ClEFWIVSIMEDT, Himiaiey CHeneus6T.
* Bharat Forge: leads engine-airframe integration, installation design and systems interfaces.
LUMTS coGUIMTER: eT65T2S)65T-01LDITEBT 2 L6V 62(IHEISE6Mm6BoTLIL], (FIMI6U6D 6UIgEUEDLLIL|, SIEMLOLIL| @)6OL(LPSHISET.
¢ It is an evaluation and collaboration agreement — not an engine supply contract.
@5 LHLNT(H) LOHMILD ESHS5IENLPLIL] RLILIHELD — 6T60TS65T 6ULPMHISH6V RLILIHSHLD I6V6V.
* HALE UAVs perform high-altitude, long-duration surveillance, intelligence and reconnaissance over land and
sea.
HALE UAV-56T 607, &L60 LBg)| Si$)& 2 wigsslev Hevor GBIy sevorasmessflliL], 2 emey, y,ula]|L1 Lissol&Hensres
Qi &lesTmenT.
e Spokespersons: Amit Kalyani (Bharat Forge) and Ashish Saraf (Pratt & Whitney).
QEwldls CaTLILTETT&6T: LS Bevwimessfl (LITTS coGUTT) LMHMILD Y aflag Fysoll (LNFTL & 69 6sf]).
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Static GK Connect

DRDO

Defence Research and Development Organisation; established
1958; headquarters DRDO Bhawan, New Delhi; under the
Department of Defence R&D, Ministry of Defence.

Bharat Forge
Part of the Kalyani Group, headquartered at Pune,
Maharashtra; one of the world’s largest forging companies;

its defence arm co-developed the ATAGS howitzer with DRDO.

UAV classes

HALE = High-Altitude Long-Endurance; MALE = Medium-
Altitude Long-Endurance. DRDO’s MALE-class projects include
TAPAS-BH-201 and Archer-NG.

Turboprop engine

A gas-turbine engine that drives a propeller; it is more fuel-
efficient at lower speeds and high altitudes, which suits
long-endurance UAVs.

DRDO

UGS ML g ymigs) wHmib Cuwuml () Blmiedsord; 1958-
@\ev HmIeULILILLG; Sensvenlowisd DRDO LeuesT, Lg)
&l6v60); LUMZISTLIL S|6DIDEEF S5 H)65T LITH|STLIL|
SL,TmUEH & Guburl (s slenmuilest Sip.

unys coGUTTER

sevWimessl (&L S H6BT Li(G5H); H60606MLDWISHD

W& MFTanIgyT, LGeoT; 2 suéhsir aLlCLNW soGUmFedIm
Him|euetTEIS6TTl6L 6p6tTMI; BH&H6dT LimgyissmLiLll Nifley DRDO-
aL 6T @emenotihg| ATAGS LSTEISlenw 2 (heumsE W)

UAV 616588 61T

HALE = 9$)s 2wy, HetorL smmi@GH metr; MALE = B(H&ST
2 Wy, HetoTL HhiG& mest. DRDO-@ett MALE elen&:s

S Lmigerflev TAPAS-BH-201, Archer-NG oL mi&Lb.

LFCGumNpmL etesTeS) 65T

®R(H 2_emeveur aflenswmfl eraredlest, @5 sLpsvellglmlenu
QusESDE!; GODHS CaussHib SiFs 2 WrsHeyid
eTIflQILIM(h6iT &8 & 6vTLOMEBTS)], 6T6oT 6 [H630TL &GS M 6dT
UAV-8 61558 MM
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ECONOMY & INTERNATIONAL - Glum(henmsmy & &FjeuGs&id

Sugar stockholding limit for bulk consumers relaxed from 15 to 30 days
Qs s MmIsFTEaT(HEH&TETT FJHa&H60 T @(HLIL 6uybL] 15 Brisefled) (Hbs 30 HTL&SETTSHS &6y
Event date / fl&Lpe| Ca8): 18 September 2026

On 18 September 2026 the Department of Food and Public Distribution (DFPD), under the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, relaxed the stockholding limit for bulk sugar consumers from
15 days to 30 days of consumption. The limit had been imposed through the Sugar (Stockholding Limit of
Bulk Consumers) Order, 2026, issued under the Essential Commodities Act, 1955, and is in force from 1
September 2026 to 30 November 2026. The relaxation is conditional: the quantity held above 15 days must
be sourced exclusively from imported sugar brought in under the Advance Authorisation Scheme (AAS) and
the Tariff Rate Quota (TRQ); purchases from the open market remain capped at 15 days. A bulk consumer is
defined as a confectioner, soft-drink manufacturer, food-processing unit, sweetmeat seller or other institutional
buyer whose average monthly consumption over the preceding year is not less than 10 metric tonnes. Bulk
consumers must now file a weekly declaration of sugar stocks every Friday on the DFPD online portal. The
move responds to festive-season demand and follows consultations with major bulk consumers; the Government
has noted that a fall in ex-mill prices has not been fully passed on to consumers. The Fair and Remunerative
Price (FRP) for sugarcane is ¥365 per quintal from 1 October 2026.

18 QeI 2026 oi60Tm)| HISFTCeUMy 6leusmiyLd, 2 svoray LMMILD ClLImg| eNBCWITE: iemL& &8 8 H)esT
H(peer 2 6vvT6 LOMHMILD CLITE] MNHICWINES Glemm (DFPD), Gl g Fi&esen HIsTGeuT(haeamet @) (HLiL
subemLl 15 Bl serfled) (hibgl 30 IHITL&6IT [HIST6 8 (S @6N6TTILTSS SHeMIsHSH WG] @6l & SHlwimeudlwL
QuITpL&6T FLLLD, 1955-@\6tr S1p GleueNuILLLL L FFsasenly (Cmss mIsFTCaumy @\ (HLiL euybL) 2 5556,
2026 cpeuld eNFleslulLg); 1 GlelLbuy 2026 (&6 30 HeubLIf 2026 6Ush HEnL(LPeOM Uiy @) (H&(E)L.

@5 s6rre] HILHSE065TE (S 2 LLILLGI: 15 BTL&EHEE CLo6) 606USHH)(HEGLD 66, (PesTFaLigl HEILHTTSH
SILLID (AAS) O euifl &S @sIBHEMH (TRQ) S CsmssT(hlsurliLlL @mE &L &issenruiled)(Hbal
WL HCW QupLiLiL GeustoT(HIb; HIMHS FHenss Cl&TsT&H6L 15 BHITL8(6HEE)6IT L (HGLW. CIMES Mg FGaumy
STEOTLIG, (WIHEMS W Y,600TIg60 FTTES] LMSTHET HmIsFe] 10 CIoL il LedTeni&s (&8 (86nmuing @)evsflLiL
swrfluumery, s lyUmeT 2 muUSHWTeT], 2 6wt USLILIHISSHID Blimieesid, @\eflliL] aNMLenesTWTeT H60608]
9w BlmieuesT UM BT. QLTSS HISFTGeuTy @lesfl DFPD @)emetriLigensSHlsv epeubleum(m Gleusiterfls&lpeniou|d
aunpmhH T FFEH5e0T G (HLIL HMHenSHNW STEHSH60 GlFUIL CousstT(hld. LISy ens&8Ten C&Henesm
THTO\SmeTemeD, Gl g mIsTEeUT(HL6IT &H60HHTCEMEFSS LT 6tTeoT(HLD @)D (P46 6T(HSHSLILILL G, 8(HLDL|8 85 IT6sT
Blwmwomsst WMHM|D 2srssallly allemev (FRP) 1 915GLmUy 2026 (1p56 (& edlesoTLmsy|8 (8 ¥365.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gsia| (p&Hlws &mMLiL&eT

 Limit relaxed from 15 to 30 days of consumption for bulk sugar consumers on 18 September 2026.
18 QeI 2026 2i60TM)| CIOTSS FiJEEeMIT HISFTEeUT(HE S 6ubL 15-@)6d)(hHE 30 HITL&EMTEHS SH6IT6Y.
* Order: Sugar (Stockholding Limit of Bulk Consumers) Order, 2026 under the Essential Commodities Act,
1955.
2 5576 HSHHWTeuFWL ClUMHLE6T FLLID, 1955 S Fisseny (Clnss HIsTCeumy @\(HLIL euyLbdL)
2 55076, 2026.
e In force 1 September to 30 November 2026; issued by the Department of Food and Public Distribution.

1 QElLbUF (P86 30 UL 2026 6UsnIT HEOL(PenM; 2 658T6Y LoMMILD Glumg| eNbCwrss glenm
QleustluiLLg.

* Condition: stock above 15 days must come only from imported sugar under the AAS and TRQ.

Blubsene: 15 BTL8EHEE) GLosv 2 6Ter @\ (HLiL AAS HMID TRQ £ @ME G L&) &FijssenTuiled) (HbHaI
WL HGuw.

e ‘Bulk consumer’ = average monthly consumption of not less than 10 metric tonnes over the previous year.

‘CTSS MSFEUMT’ = (PHensW U etTieev FFMES LITSTHST HiST6e 10 GCILIFl& LetTen8 (58 (§enMWTSHSI.
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* New compliance: weekly stock declaration every Friday on the DFPD portal. Sugarcane FRP ¥365/quintal

from 1 Oct 2026.

y&Hlw @evorssssid: DFPD @lemesoriLigens,Slev epeubleurm(m Gleusiteflujd eumrymmbHy @ LY SinlsGens. 1 9485 2026

(Ps6L &(HLDL FRP (& eilesorLmey|& (s T365.
Static GK Connect

Essential Commodities Act, 1955

Empowers the Centre to control the production, supply and
distribution of scheduled essential commodities; sugar is one
of them.

FRP

The Fair and Remunerative Price for sugarcane is fixed by
the Union Cabinet on the recommendation of the CACP, under
the Sugarcane (Control) Order, 1966.

TRQ

A Tariff Rate Quota allows a fixed quantity of imports at a
lower (or zero) duty, with a higher duty applying beyond that
quantity.

India and sugar

India is among the world’s largest producers and consumers of
sugar; Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra and Karnataka lead
production. Sugar is also diverted to the Ethanol Blended
Petrol Programme.

S S wmeuFAlwis GlumpLe6T LD, 1955
SiLLausmesTlLI(hHSSLILLL S SH wmeudlwis QlummLgsrflest

2 MUSH), ULPmISEE, NBHICWTESHSHE SL(HLIL[HISS LSS W
TS AHSH ST H6f&EHMS|; FFSHSHENT Si6UMMI6V ¢65TM).

FRP
&(IHLDL|& & TeuT [HlWImwILDITest LMmMILD 2argasailliL aflemev,
&Y (SLHLUTLH) 25576, 1966-@)6r &1p, CACP
ufbglenruieTGLIfley HH W i6MOFFTn6ULITED
HiFesruN S aLIUH S DG

TRQ

suifl aNES esISHEH @b HFenTulEaLILLL Si6Te]
@wéGLHow GoDnhHS (Sieveg) Lhededlw) aufluied
SIHEEME; HHM(EG Cosv SiHs eulfl aNHl& s {HID.

@hHwime|b FijE 560 TU|LD

@S 2 eu&letr LBlSLIGLIFIW F&E&HmT 2 MHLISSH WTETTE6T
wHMIb HISFEeTSleL eetTmI; 2 557U LNFGs&FIb,

D&M TOHIQTIT, SFHTLET (PeiTeorei1uN6v. FFssHe0T
61556016V &6uLiL] ClULGymev HLLHH M (G &H)(HLIL
eNLLILHE M.
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Indian Railways approves two Maharashtra projects worth about ¥990 crore

&Lomy T990 Gamig wHLNevmsst @\ L&ETTTaO%YTT S L KIS EHESE QS FuilsvGeu epLILI&H6
Event date / hl&sLpe| Gx5H): 18 September 2026

On 18 September 2026 Indian Railways approved two infrastructure projects in Maharashtra with a combined
cost of about ¥990 crore. The first is a 38.21 km new rail line between Mukutban and Gadchandur at ¥493
crore, to be built under South Central Railway’s Nanded Division. Mukutban lies in Yavatmal district and
Gadchandur in Chandrapur district; both are industrial and mining centres serving cement plants, coal mines
of Western Coalfields Limited and limestone mines. The Detailed Project Report envisages 6.08 million
tonnes per annum (MTPA) of freight plus two MEMU trains in each direction per day. The line will provide a
shorter route between Adilabad and Manikgarh, decongest the Wardha-Manikgarh section and reduce
dependence on the congested Balharshah-Nagpur High Density Network route. The second project is the
doubling of the 10.86 km Chouk-Karjat section in Central Railway at ¥497 crore, on the Panvel-Chouk-
Karjat corridor; on completion it will allow five additional passenger trains in each direction daily and an
extra 18.35 MTPA of freight.

18 QzlLLy 2026 isoTm| @S W FuilevGeu e MTaHFTailiev &omy T990 Gamy Clwrss WELILsTeT @) (H

2 6THLLeMLILIG S LMISEHSE RLULSHV SelSHSHg!. (PpHevTeug], T493 Gasimig LI (P(EHSLITENT - SLEFHSITT
@6 Guw 38.21 &).15. yHlw puilev Limens; @5 G1&6sT &S W FuilsvCGeuuiest HMHGHL CaTL L H)6oT £
SIEMLOU|LD. (LP(SHSLIT6ST W6USHLOMEV LOMeUL LG H6VID, SLEFHGHTT FhH TLILLT LOMeULL&HVILD 2 6T6menst; @) F6soT(hD
HGevoTL QY eMmevas6iT, GLom (g Hlevssifl euwsv&siT HimieusstsHleit (Hlev&&IflE GymIShBISET,
Sr6B0T6TOTITIDL| 586V SHIJTaISH IS (6THE (& Caemeu ClFIL|D 6\HTLPlev, &HImis enwmiseT. edlifleumsst &L
SIM&enasuileTLly o4,68T(HE5(E) 6.08 Llsvedlwiest LesT (MTPA) &85 L1 CLITE &6UTHSIL6T IHTOlemmesTmI & (8 @)\(H
Slengserflevid @yssor(h MEMU gullsussit @uisslubhib. @UUmensg &Hlevrums - wresnfléas) @enLGw @misiw
sullen ULpMmIE), QUTTSIT - Wessfl&sT LG5 W6 GBflFamsus &emegl, C\biflgsy Bl(GHe LISVEVTTanT -
BI&LLT 1518 LTSS uemevWenOLILIL LITen&SenWE FTTHE(HLLMSS (§H6MMEGLD. @ T6esoTLmeus| SHILLLD,
wsHw FuilsvGeuuilev T497 Gasimig H)LIL6L Cl&6ms: - HFERS @enLGuiwimest 10.86 &).15. LiGHlenw @rLenLL
LITen&WITE (B S56V; @5 LiesTCeu6v - Gl&F6Ims: - T8 6ULHSHHLS5H160 2 6T6g)|. (PlheH I HITCI6TTesTmI8 (8 @) (H
Sleneseflavib sabHlaevns Bbsl Lwessilaser FuilevsEmpd, o (higseurs 18.35 MTPA 57851 CUITE&6UTSHSID
FTSHSWILDT(SLD.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&H\ws &mLIL 86T

e Mukutban-Gadchandur new line: 38.21 km, ¥493 crore, under South Central Railway (Nanded Division).
W&BUT6 - SLEHSNT UHW Lumeng: 38.21 &).15., T493 Gmmy, Q& 6st waHH W puilsvGeu (HrHCHL GamiLLD).

* Serves cement plants, Western Coalfields coal mines and limestone mines; DPR projects 6.08 MTPA freight.
FCIL6ETITL. G16m6V561T, GLOM (B IHl6VE SIS EUUIVEEIT SriJThIGBIG 6T, Sr6B0T6UOTITLDL| &6V FiiJIhI S 518 (6ThH 8 (8 &
Ggemeu; DPR-LIg 6.08 MTPA 5555,

* Decongests the Wardha-Manikgarh section and the Balharshah-Nagpur High Density Network route.
UMHSIT - LMessfl&H&T LGS LHMID LVEVTTaNT - HTSLLT HH& LTSS eusnsvwenioLiL|l Limensullsr
QB Femsns Femma ).

* Chouk-Karjat doubling: 10.86 km, ¥497 crore, in Central Railway, on the Panvel-Chouk-Karjat corridor.
Q&Fens - WS @ ligliL]: 10.86 &).15., T497 Csmig, &S W FuilevGeuuilev, LictTGeU6V-C\F6TEH -5
UfESLSEl60.

* On completion: five extra passenger trains each way daily and 18.35 MTPA additional freight.

WPRhHSHHID: HTClEMTssTMIS S Q) Hlenes6iflavid W Ha Fa(hsH6v Liwesslla6r Fuilsvsssit, 18.35 MTPA sa.(h&6v
F18(5).
* Combined outlay of the two projects: about ¥990 crore.

@\ HLLms6f6r ClTes &16E 0 smy T990 Gasmig.
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Central Railway
Zone formed on 5 November 1951; headquarters at
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus, Mumbai.

South Central Railway
Zone formed on 2 October 1966; headquarters at
Secunderabad, Telangana.

Railway Board

The apex body of Indian Railways under the Ministry of
Railways; its statutory basis is the Indian Railway Board
Act, 1905, with the Railways Act, 1989 governing
operations.

PM Gati Shakti

The National Master Plan for Multimodal Connectivity,

launched in 2021, under which such rail-mining-industry
linkages are planned.

wsHw yuevGeu
5 UL 1951-@)6V 2 (THEUT6DT LDEBITL6VLD; &60)606MLOWISLD
(wenu, F5TLSH Fleungd) &ETFTe GlLiLSevTery.

Q szt WHH W FuilsLGeu
2 9150LTUT 1966-8)60 2 (THEUITEIT LDETITL6VLD; &H606V6MLOWISLD
QzevmigTeTTeaN 6T C1EF&SIHSFTLITS.

TufNevGeu eumflwild

TuNleLGeu HeMWEFFSHSH 6T £ @HH W TulevGouuier 2 F&
Slenwli; @bHw FuilsvGeu sumflwig s Lib, 1905 5607
FLL 9jpliuenL; QFweLmhaeneT FuilsvGeusF &LlLid, 1989
HFeuSH SHM ).

NpswH &6 565

2021-G6v CHTLREISLILLL LsveuemsL GLINSE6UTSS)
@enevorLiL| S e menT CaHFW (PSH6TEnS HLLID; @)5H5605L
Tullev-&Imhis-ClSmLflev @)em6soTLIL| &6 @) & 60T LD
SILLILLILI(h&lesTm6oT.

25th SCO Ministerial Meeting on Foreign Economic and Trade Activities held in Dushanbe

QleuefBTL(H1 ClLIMHEMTSTIILD WMMILD UFSH S ClSTLFLTeT 25-0158] SCO SIeMDEFTH6IT Fol LLD

HlagmesTGLIUN 6V
Event date / fi&1pe Ca8): 18 September 2026

The 25th Meeting of Ministers of SCO Member States Responsible for Foreign Economic and Foreign
Trade Activities was held in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, on 18 September 2026. India was represented by Shri
Yashvir Singh. The meeting adopted a Statement of Ministers, agreed on an Action Plan for 2026-2030 to
implement the Programme of Multilateral Trade and Economic Cooperation of SCO Member States — to be placed
before the Council of Heads of Government for approval — and approved Regulations on a Special Working
Group on the Development of the Creative Economy. India’s intervention was built around the three pillars of
Security, Connectivity and Opportunity, and pressed for simplified customs procedures, paperless trade,
electronic exchange of documents and multimodal connectivity. India also called for supply-chain
diversification in agriculture, critical minerals, pharmaceuticals, manufacturing and electronics,
cooperation on energy security, renewables and green hydrogen, and better digital and cross-border
payments and trade finance for MSMEs and start-ups, while reaffirming support for a rules-based multilateral
trading system with the WTO at its core. The next ministerial meeting will be held in Uzbekistan in 2027.
QeusfipmL (Hi QumEHeTTE T WMHMILD CleusfliHTL(h) UTSH58 HLEIYEHENE S (61H8(GLI Clumm|LiLmesr SCO

2 miiy prpserflesr oenwaFiseflsst 25-a15] Fal Lb, 18 GlaliL Ul 2026 i6Tm)| S5 Hlevgmesflest
slaumestCGLUN6v HeOLCILMMG|. @BHWT FTyLTES S)(IH. wWeakely Flmk LRCHEHDTY. Fal LD SeMEFEja61fl6sT
Msensenw efHmsI, SCO 2 mili Brhlseflsr LeTWas SLL eufsHsHs HMID CILMHETTST] R&5I6DLPLILS
FHLLHmsE ClFwsvLi(hss 2026-2030 Glewsv S LSHM(E @LIL|SCISMTTITLE] — @)5)| HF&E &HeM6VeUIT&H6iT
genLIufl6sT @LILIHNISE SsBILILLLIHID — GLey|b LenLLLmDHMeY Clumhermsmy Cuuml (heamest SlmLiLLl
Lessfl & (5 (pellesT e H)(LPemmas(6TH&: (8, RLIL|SH6V Si6flEH 581 @ HHWmelle 2 eniy LTGISTLIL], SemesoTLiL]
LOMMILD EUITILIL] 6TEB)(LD ELPEOTM)| SHITEVOTSHEMET g LILIEDL LTSS C&TetaTig(HHSHE!; eTeiflenIoWImESLILILL Sikhig
IH6DIL (LPERM 61T, SIS LOMM 6UTSHSHEHLD, Q,a6voTmIS6Ifl68T Ll6tTevTern) |1 LIfILoMMMLD, LisVeUenssL
Cuss G euns gl @emevorLiL] oy fweumenm euedlwmisH gl Geusmmessrenio, (P& &S &evflLOmIS6IT,

LD (THIH &I &H61T, 2 MLIGH) LMM|LD LS6TesTern) |O9 WIeBI6V 6LLPMRISE Fhidled) LstT(aLUILIHSS60, erfles Sl
UMsISTLLY, USIUNGES558588 SL,MHM6V, LISe0LD 6L IF26sT & g6nwpLiL], MSME wmm|b C\5mL.&8

15\ )| 611 68T 15185 (6TH & & T6BT 19.251L-L6V LOMMILD 6TEVEMEV HITETTTIQILI &L L 6TBTTEIS6IT, UFEH 58 K1) o Flienm|&@LD
@pHWT sienplil eHsss); WTO enwwionssss GlamssorL a9 3iigliLienLuNeumesT LsT(p&s STLIL| 6UT&HSH5
SIeOWLILIEE & Temel BetoT(HIb 2 MIHILHSH WS SHHSHS HMDEEFTHET Fal LLd 2027-E)6v

2 enGluHlervsmesflev HemLGlLIM)|LD.
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« 25th SCO Ministerial Meeting on foreign economic and trade activities, Dushanbe, Tajikistan, 18 September

2026.

QeuefiBTL (L QUT(HETTSTTD, UFSHSHHL HMISHS 25-6ug] SCO EMEFTHET Fal LD, SN Hl6rvsmest,

slagmestGU, 18 GleLiLbLy 2026.

* India was represented by Shri Yashvir Singh; the meeting adopted a Statement of Ministers.

@bpHwur Fryums S (h. WeneSy FIm; Fal L SenwEFFFa6Iflesr SIMlEHensenl M.

* Agreed an Action Plan for 2026-2030 for multilateral trade and economic cooperation, for the Council of Heads

of Government.

LetT(Lp&S STLIL 6UTSHSHE, CILUMHETTSIT &6 5I60PLIL ST 2026-2030 GlFwev HILLLD UILSH6; TS

&606VEUTEH6IT FeMLISE) Sen)|LILILILI(HID.

e Approved Regulations on a Special Working Group on the Development of the Creative Economy.

usnLLILMDMev Glummermamy Guwurl (haasmest FlMLILL Liessfls g (W a5 (penm s (eThe (5, soLIL|SH6V.

¢ India’s pitch rested on Security, Connectivity and Opportunity, with paperless trade and multimodal

connectivity.

@npslwmelle (petTGImbley LIMGISTLIL], @) em6esoTLiL], suMUILIL] SiglILNLUN; STHSLMHM UTSHSHSHD, LIVeUnSLI

GUITE (&H6UTSH S () 6m650TLIL|L65T.

* The next ministerial meeting will be in Uzbekistan in 2027.

OB SMEFTHET Fal L 2027-8l6v 2 6106lLISleivsmesflev.

Static GK Connect

sco

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, founded on 15 June
2001 at Shanghai from the ‘Shanghai Five’; Secretariat at
Beijing; RATS headquarters at Tashkent.

SCO membership

India and Pakistan joined in 2017, Iran in 2023 and
Belarus in 2024, taking membership to 10. Secretary-
General: Nurlan Yermekbayev.

SCO 2026

Kyrgyzstan chairs the SCO in 2026; the 26th Council of
Heads of State summit was held at Bishkek on 1
September 2026, adopting the Bishkek Declaration.

Tajikistan
A landlocked Central Asian republic; capital Dushanbe;
currency Somoni; dominated by the Pamir mountains.

Sco

QQMMRIS T R68|6MOLIL| 6MIDLIL]; ‘QRTRISTII ObHS|’
SlenwLliNed (mHHgl 15 ggest 2001 i65TM| O MMEISTUII6V
HimieutiulLg); CEwevsd QUUIZSE; RATS &6m6060LOWISLD
STO%HE600TL.

SCO 2 minfesriy

@nHlwme|b unlevgmen|b 2017-@l6v, Fymest 2023-@)6V,
Qluevrzeiv 2024-@)6v @\en6TTHS60T; 2 M|LILN6oTT

eTevoT600 18608 10. GILIME|FC\FW6VTETI: HITTEVITesT

(AT, (AITY: JH[¢TIT- T

SCO 2026

2026-@\6v SCO senevenid HlFHlevsmesT; 26-6u8)| &
SHemevaUTs6T Feoill 2 &8 rpm(H) 1 GlFULbuy 2026
SletTm| Na96l&H8H6v HenL6LIHM| LNau6lss
NpsLesTHems gHma|.

S Hlev g mest

Bl @D LSS W AW GlpWITs; SEDVBHETLD SlagmesTGU:;
BreseTwd GEmGLomesfl; LIMLAT WeMEVSHEISTLT L H)&5D

CIENISHBIS DS
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WEF Global Gender Gap Report 2026: India retains 131st rank out of 145 countries
WEF 2_svsemmailw uimeSlest @emLGleuerfl 9inflasens 2026: 145 mr(pHlssiflsv @bHlwim 131-6usg)

QLSS SosemalLlL|
Event date / fl&1pe Ca8): 16 September 2026

The World Economic Forum (WEF) released the 20th edition of the Global Gender Gap Report on 16
September 2026 from Geneva. India retained its 131st rank among 145 economies, with its score improving
slightly to 64.5% (0.645) from 64.4% in 2025. Iceland topped the index for the 17th consecutive year with
93.0% — the only economy above 90% — followed by Finland (87.2%) and Norway (85.7%). Globally, 69.2% of
the gender gap has been closed, up 0.4 percentage points, the highest level recorded; at the current rate, full
parity is 120 years away. Across India’s four sub-indices, Educational Attainment stands at 96.6% and Health
and Survival at 95.6%, but Economic Participation and Opportunity is only 41.2%. India’s best rank is in
Political Empowerment, where it stands 67th globally with a score of 24.5%. India has improved by 4.3
percentage points since 2006. Only 14 countries rank below India; the bottom three are Chad (145th), Iran
(144th) and Pakistan (143rd). Namibia (4th) is the highest-ranked Sub-Saharan African economy and
Australia entered the top ten for the first time.

2 eusLl Clummemma Iy WesTMLD (WEF), 2 suasermailw LimeSlest @lenL Glauerfl 9inlasenauilest 20-6ug) LIS enL
16 Qe LIy 2026 oisttm)| Glggevfeumalled(Hbg! GleuefluliLgl. 145 Glumpermsmymissflsv @bHwim 131-eugi
@LHMES 5HHEMUSHSI; LS LIGLIes 2025-@\6T 64.4%-@)60)(HH& FHM| 2 WTHG 64.5% (0.645) 246075
DeVeVNIH 51 93.0% 2 L 65T QS TLIHSI 17-615] S,eTLTS (PS560ILSH60 — 90%-8(8, CLo6v 2 6o Gy
Qummermgryb — (&8 LNesTevmbal (87.2%) LHMID HIFGeu (85.7%). 2 608 Sjemallsy LimeSlest

@ e6nLGleusflulev 69.2% epLLiLL (Heierngyl, 0.4 &5655L1 LsierflaeT S SIfLIL; @186 Lifeumest 2 &&Lb.
SHGLTens W Cousghlsv (P (D FLHlenes S 120 oy euT(hl&6T CoHenel. @bEHWITaN6IT HT6IT(E) &I606T5TE
enuhHsefsv Hevall SiemLeay 96.6%, TSI LMHMID 2 ufFeumpey 95.6%; 2616V GILITIHETTSTFLI
uraGsmL MM eumiitiy 41.2% wLHIGW. @hsHlwrellet HAphs sreuflens rFlwe Hsmywefliiiiey;
24.5% LHLIGILETITEm) L 65T 2 6v8 emailev 67-6ug) @)L Lb. @bH W 2006 (Pp&H6v 4.3 569811 LsiTeifl &6
(etrCesTmluy6Teng). @bSHlWime s Ee HCW 14 mmHlaGerm 2 crerer; senL &l epettm) &ML (145), Frymest (144),
unlevgmsst (143). BSNWIT (4-6ug)) GienswT-gammym < LN fleasTealsr 2 Wi @LLD; oo Gredlwim (1pgev
(PEODWTS (LPSH6V LISSH60 @ DEILMHME.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Ggjey (p&HWs &L g6

* 20th edition of the WEF Global Gender Gap Report, released 16 September 2026, covering 145 economies.
WEF 2_suaermelw Limedleor @emLGleues oimsengsuilesr 20-eug] LISILIL, 16 Glelirbui 2026 Geusfluifh), 145
CIUNM(HETITS M TEIS6IT.

¢ India 131st with 64.5% — rank unchanged from 2025, score up from 64.4%.

@nHwr 131-6ug) @LLID, 64.5% — 2025-33 aIL seuflens wrmeailsvemen, LA IGILIETIT 64.4%-@)60)(HHE] 2 WIF6Y.

* Iceland 1st for the 17th year (93.0%); Finland 2nd (87.2%); Norway 3rd (85.7%).

DEVEVTTHG] 17-6U5 LETITLTE (PSHEVILLD (93.0%); LNssTevnThg 2-6ug) (87.2%); mmjGeu 3-6ug) (85.7%).

* Global gap 69.2% closed; full parity is projected to take 120 years.

2 608 @enLGleuelufleL 69.2% eWLLUILLLSI; (PP FoHlen6evs S 120 u,600T(H1&6IT 616518 &600f1LIL.

¢ India’s sub-indices: Education 96.6%, Health 95.6%, Economic Participation 41.2%, Political Empowerment
24.5%.

@nbslwreller gleneserss GHMIUI(HSsT: Hevall 96.6%, &H&ETSTFLD 95.6%, QUMHerms Tyl UKIGsHML] 41.2%,
aArHlwev sifsmywerfliiL 24.5%.

¢ India’s best rank is 67th in Political Empowerment; only 14 countries rank below India.

@nbslwneller Apbhs Sreuflens rflwey Hamywefliifey 67-eug @LID; @bHwime s Es H6 14
BIT(HeGCerr.
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World Economic Forum

Founded in 1971 by Klaus Schwab; headquartered at
Cologny, Geneva, Switzerland; holds its annual meeting at
Davos.

Four sub-indices

Economic Participation and Opportunity, Educational
Attainment, Health and Survival and Political
Empowerment.

Other WEF reports

Global Risks Report, Travel and Tourism Development
Index, Energy Transition Index and the Global
Competitiveness Report.

Related indices

The UNDP publishes the Gender Inequality Index (GIl) and
the Gender Development Index — these are different from
the WEF index.

2 6us L1 GIUIM(THEMTTEITI LOESTMLD

1971-@)6v Sermmervy eveuLl KM eN6TTTT; &H606V6nLOWISLD
sl ageuhsler ClasmGeumeh&), Glggssfeur; oy 660m(h Fal LD
LmGeumerdlev.

HIT60T(8) &l6m6518s (BMIUI(Hl & 6T

Qum@menrma Tyl UKIGHML] LLMMILD eumuiliL, seveil
Si6BIL6Y, HHMSMILD LMHMID 2 uFeumpe|, | FFluisv
fHamywerfliiL.

9 WEF sim&ems a6

2 eusemmailw QUMW SN)&ens, LIWIESTLD LoMHMILD
smmievr Cwurl (Hls GMIuIEH), erfless) wrmms
GMISH, 2 svsermailw CUmLigsHHmest SiM&enss.

CsrLjyenLw Gmlui{Hseir

UNDP, umeSiest &108 8 16uL8l6sTemioss &mM1ui([H) (Gll) wmHm b
umedlest GUTL[HS (GMIuTLenL GleusluNHE g — @emeu
WEF &muSL 1960\ (Hh&| Geummestene.

NITI Aayog releases India Electric Mobility Index 2025; Tamil Nadu ranks sixth

NITI Cwins ‘@bSHw lestemy QuIssES (HMIUI[H 2025’ Gleusflui(h); S6lHTH QY mTaIg| @)L 1b
Event date / fl&Lpe| Ca&): 16 September 2026

NITI Aayog released the India Electric Mobility Index (IEMI) 2025 on 16 September 2026 at the NITI-State
Workshop on State EV Policies, with remarks by Vice-Chairman Rajiv Gauba. This is the second edition of the
index and covers 28 States and 8 Union Territories. It uses 16 indicators grouped under three themes —
Transport Electrification Progress (50% weight), Charging Infrastructure Readiness and EV Research
and Innovation Status — with performance bands of Top Performer (65 and above), Frontrunner (50-64),
Emerging (35-49) and Aspirant (below 35). The overall top five are Delhi (84), Maharashtra (78), Karnataka
(73), Chandigarh (71) and Goa (65); the top score rose from 77 to 84 and the median from 36 to 40. Tamil
Nadu ranks 6th overall with a score of 61 — its score improved from 59, but it slipped one place from 5th as
Goa overtook it. Tamil Nadu scored 77 on EV Research and Innovation (3rd among Large States) and 73 on
Charging Infrastructure Readiness (4th), but only 48 on Transport Electrification, placing it in the
‘Emerging’ band on that theme. Among Large States, Tamil Nadu ranks third behind Maharashtra and Karnataka.
Madhya Pradesh jumped from 23rd to 7th, and Manipur (46) led the Hilly and North-Eastern States.

NITI 4 Guwinms;, 16 Gl&LILbLI 2026 36T mblev EV GQasmetems sl (&M1& s NITI-wmblev LLLenmuilsy
‘@S lestemy @uisss GnIuiH (IEMI) 2025’-g3 GlsuslulLLg|; &ien6wTs SHeneveuly Fmg3eu Glgemum

2 snywmmmlestmy. @& GMIuIL et @ yeserLmd LFSILL]; 28 wmblevmigseT WwmmI 8 wesflwest NFCssmisener
2 6TeTL&EIWIS)|. eWesTm| S(HLIGILMHeTS6rflest £10 16 (HMSMLIg86T LiwsTL (HSS UL ([H &letTmest —
Gumss (& 6urs 5] LO6STLO WIS 86V (PedTGesTMMLD (50% 6TemL), LlesTGesTMM 2 6T& L L6mLILS SWwmjblensy, EV
L, rmiiES oI HessrHINigliL] Hlenev. GlFWELHMeT LILemL&6T: FMbHe GClawsvhHmesr (65+), (peorGeormiy (50-
64), 6U6TIH& 6U(HLD (35-49), @y Feuevr (35-8 &8 B1p). RLHICWLISHS (P&H6L WHGI: ClL6Ved) (84), LOSTTTEL}1gTT
(78), spmrLsm (73), Fevorigsi (71), Casmeurm (65); 2wy HIGCL6TT 77-@)60)(HH& 84 U sa|b, @enLblensy
WHLIGILIETT 36-@)60(HH&I 40 & D 2 WFhseT. SLPHT([H 61 WHLICILIsTan]L 65T L (H6ITE51Ms: 6-615]
@L5H6v — HIGILIsTT 59-@ 60 (HH&I 2 WTHSTID, CHmeuT (WhHWSTeL 5-aug] @\ 55160 (HHSI (H @)L LD
WesrgmiHlwg)l. sULHTH EV i pmisdl wmmi sessr(hHliglifley 77 (Quiflw wrblevmissifle 3-ausg),
BlesTCesTM 2 6iTaH L LemioLiLg Swmijiblemevuiiev 73 (4-6ug)) QLDHME; 60TTeL CLITES (& 6UTSHSI

LSlesTLO WIS 86016V 48 L ([HGL — 9158 (HLIGILIM(HET6L ‘eueTihgl 6u(mHL’ ULenL. GQuiflw wrblevmkiseflsy
W&TITORYTT, STHTLETEEES S(HSHS SORHT(H epssTmmeus). S WL NFCs e 23-@6d)(HhgIl 7-6ug)
@LSHM (G (peoTGeTmWg); essfILILLT (46) ey LMMILD 6ULELPE S, LMIElevkIS6iflev (P&HESILLD.
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¢ Published by NITI Aayog on 16 September 2026; the second edition of the IEMI.

NITI Gwims 16 CleLLbuUy 2026 Sj6Tm) GleusflullLLg); IEMI-@)6tT @\yessrLimid LgILIL.

* Covers 28 States and 8 UTs using 16 indicators under three themes.

28 whlevriseir, 8 wiesflwsst NFCaHEMmIGST; ewesTml &(HLIGILTHeT&H6flesT LD 16 (BN &ML I986T.

 Top five: Delhi 84, Maharashtra 78, Karnataka 73, Chandigarh 71, Goa 65.

WPSH6L BHGI: GlLevLES) 84, D&MTTaHIYTT 78, SFHITL&T 73, Fevorigssy 71, Cameur 65.

e Tamil Nadu ranks 6th with a score of 61, up from 59 but down one place from 5th.

SILPHI(H 61 LHICILETITEED)|L 65T 6-6ug) @)L LD; LHLICILIeTET 59-@\e)(HHS| 2 UITe), QLEBTTEV 5-615)

QL5HNBHS B QLD LN6TetTenL 6.

* Tamil Nadu: Research & Innovation 77, Charging Infrastructure 73, Transport Electrification 48.

SIETH: QLymUEFH) & sevorhHigliy 77, WlesTGsormm 2 6TsLLemoLiL] 73, GLIMS: (856uTE S| LS65TLOWILDITE: 86V

48.

* Madhya Pradesh rose from 23rd to 7th; Manipur (46) topped the Hilly and North-Eastern States.

waH WL NFCs & 23-E\6S)(HbgI 7-6ug @LHH M G; W6ssILILLT (46) en6v, aULEIPE & MHleukigsiflev

(LPSHEOILLD.

Static GK Connect

NITI Aayog

National Institution for Transforming India; replaced the
Planning Commission on 1 January 2015; the Prime
Minister is its Chairperson. Vice-Chairman: Rajiv Gauba.

EV policy in India

The National Electric Mobility Mission Plan 2020 (2013),

FAME schemes, the PM E-DRIVE scheme and the PLI
schemes for Advanced Chemistry Cell batteries and autos.

Tamil Nadu and EVs

Tamil Nadu is India’s leading automobile manufacturing state;

Chennai is called the ‘Detroit of Asia’, and the state has a
dedicated Electric Vehicle Policy.

Other NITI indices

SDG India Index, Composite Water Management Index,
India Innovation Index, Export Preparedness Index and
the Fiscal Health Index.

NITI 4Cwis

@nbslwmeneu rHmlwenwliLgnsamet Cafw Himleusstid; 1
evraufl 2015-@\6v HLLE HL8lausnl& (&L LH6vTs eUbSS];
NS0T @)565T H6M6V6LI). &16N650TE HeM6V6LT: FITE3su
C&emrum.

@nHwmeilev EV Glameitensg

CaHlw estemy @wiss @uisSss S 2020 (2013),
FAME &\ LrigsT, PM E-DRIVE S L1b, Gobul L GeudluNuiey
Q&b CULLIfl&6T LMMILD 6UTE6sTHIS EhH &S meoT PLI

S LIS

SLPHT(HILD LONEGITEFITI) 6LITE 6BTIHI S (6THLD

SNDBT(H @HSHIWITeN6T (LP6dTevTEs0! 6UMTEH BT 2 DLIgH)
wmbleud; Cl&esTement ‘ oy Flwimeesr GlLLymuil’
sreaTILI(BE MGI; LIHlVSH D &S &evfl LolesTE My aums: 6518
Q& meiTemss 2 6iT6Ng).

9o NITI GmuiH &6

SDG @BAWN BGOUIE, PEE@eTHS B
GuevmsssTemins: (HMIUI[H), @\bSHw sevor(HLN gL
GG, spmig) swrjblenevs GOIUI6, BIS5)
ACTTHH W FHMIuI(H).
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EU proposes ‘associate member’ status for Canada in State of the Union address

‘e@esTNilw Ihlemev’ 2 e uilev HevTLITa & (S, ‘@lemerot 2 MILILNesT’ bHevens L CrmLILw ¢pesTMIwid

(esTElImbley
Event date / fl&1pe Ca8): 16 September 2026

Delivering the 2026 State of the Union (SOTEU) address to the European Parliament at Strasbourg on 16
September 2026, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen proposed the creation of a wholly
new category of “associate member” of the European Union, with Canada as the first candidate. Canadian
Prime Minister Mark Carney attended the sitting as special guest; he has previously said Canada seeks a
“unique alliance” with the EU rather than membership. The proposed cooperation would span manufacturing,
artificial intelligence and technology, defence, energy, critical minerals and economic security, moving
the relationship from a trading arrangement to an “alliance for the future”. Importantly, “associate membership”
is not an existing EU legal category — no legal basis or timeline was announced, and the proposal could take
years. In the same address von der Leyen proposed a European Security Council, a leaders-level forum
comprising the EU-27 plus the United Kingdom, Norway, Ukraine and Canada, with an emergency
consultation mechanism modelled on NATO’s Article 4 and described as complementary to NATO.

16 QFlLwLT 2026 9i6Tm)| eVLFTaVLIFEH 60 CrmLLw HITLM(EThL6TM & 560 2026 ‘qedTlw

iblemev’ (SOTEU) 2 empeniwl (55055 20GrmLILNw gy emevsTis 6T &Hemeveuy 2 [fa6vIT eumest GIL CsvwiesT,
2CrmINw eeTmlw s Hest “ Glemevor 2 MILILT6BT” TR (PHMIEYID LW 6UENSHED 2 (HEUTES
(WeTELTABHSTT; (PSHeL Ceul LimeTys sesTL. sestLmellest LNysLF s smssfl HmiiL eNmbHeTrmass
&H6VHG|Cl& mevoTLITT; 2 MILLN6oTT Hlemev Bisv6v, BETTLINW Tl WSHSIL6T “SHesflEglaulnmest Fal Lessflenw”
SHEUTLIT BT(Hleus T Si6Uly (PedTesT ] Famul(BbSTT. (PeTemSlLLILLL & g5IenWLiL 2 mugE), Clewmens
Hi6voTesaTmyl6y LMMID C15MLSl6VHILLID, LUTGISTLIL, sTflF&H), (W&H W s SevflomIgs6ir, GILIm(H6em TS Tyl
UMSISTLIL U S WaIMenm 2 6TeTLEEHLWD; @& UTSHSHS 2 Men6l “sIhFHTeVSHHMSITeT Fol Lesoilwime” mmmL.
WaHE WIS, “@eneser 2 mILNesTT Hlemev” HHGLITE CrmiLNw epssTwgH ST FLLLILLITEU 6U6ME S6V6V —
FLL SiglIenLCWIT &meus6lsHiGsur SMlallsasLiLLalsuensy; @D W6TGILmLley LIV 2 660T(H &6 Y&6VIMD. HEH

2 snruflev, @CrmiNwll UT&ISTLIL FenLenw el (PeTomhsTy — EU-27 2 Leit @miflevnbgl, BrjGeu,
2_560IJ60T, H6EOTLIT SLEIE W SH60606UT&6T [Hlemev westmid; NATO-alest 1Nifley 4 rdlifluflevmest i6ugy
2UCevmgenet eulbl(wenmuiLest, NATO-6488 BITULNwWTS eNeurfléasLlilLg).

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&H\ws &mLIL 86T

* Proposed by Commission President Ursula von der Leyen in the SOTEU address, Strasbourg, 16
September 2026.

16 GQlFLILbLI 2026 IissTM] 6VLFTeVLITEH 6D SOTEU 2 emyuilel o1,601650TILS &6M6V6UIT 2 [J&6VIT 6urmest GILIT
Gevwiest (PTEILMPHSTH.

« Canada would be the EU’s first “associate member”; PM Mark Carney attended as special guest.
&6oTLIT ErTLLNW seesTmMIWS S 6 (pSH6v “@lemesst 2 MILNGesTme:” @) (H & L0; LNTHLT MFe sSmiyesfl FlmLiL
aN(mHHleoTr.

e Scope: manufacturing, Al and technology, defence, energy, critical minerals and economic security.
eTeVemeL: 2 MUGH), Al LHMID CISTHVHI LD, LUTSISTLL, sTflF& ), (Ppa&Elws sesfliomigerT,
QUITIHETTS ML LTI SITLIL.

“Associate membership” is not an existing EU category — no legal basis or timeline has been fixed.

“@emevor 2 M6t Hlemev” HHGLIMGI6TeT EU auemas Si6V6v — FLL gliLlenLGWIT &meud6lss (HGeurr
Bl Fevorud &85 LILIL 6Nl 6V6DI6V.

* A European Security Council was also proposed: EU-27 + UK, Norway, Ukraine and Canada.

GrmUNwl urgIs ML Femuwb (peTelmfluiitlLg: EU-27 + @m&leonbal, bryGeu, 2 seniyest, SHe6vTLIT.

Its emergency consultation mechanism is modelled on NATO’s Article 4 and is described as complementary to
NATO.

IB65T Seusy UBevmaFement 6uLflenm NATO-allsor Nifley 4 wrHifluNevmestgl; NATO-648 (g, BIFLILNWITS
afNeufl&asliLhE g
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European Union

A political and economic union of 27 member states; created
by the Maastricht Treaty (1993); its executive is the
European Commission, based in Brussels.

SOTEU

The State of the Union address is delivered annually by the
Commission President to the European Parliament at
Strasbourg.

EU-Canada ties

Already linked by the Comprehensive Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA), provisionally applied since 2017, and the
Strategic Partnership Agreement.

NATO Article 4

Allows any member to request consultations when it believes
its territorial integrity, political independence or security is
threatened — distinct from the collective-defence Article 5.

2CGrmINw gpesTlwid

27 2 i prpHlaserflest oirdlwisy wmmIb GIUMHeTTS Ty
eetTMWILD; omevLfl&L epLiLbLD (1993) epeuld

2 (HeUMEsTS; HlFeUTss HemlLiL] LNFeveneusnsmn &emomass
Q& mesorL 22GrmLILNW Sy emevoTWILD.

SOTEU

‘epetTMIW 516016V’ 2 6RIT6EM LI QLEMETITLIS, &H6D6V6IT
SeET(HCHTMID L pmervLIFEElev gGrmiILNw
BILMEBLETHSHE6L 650588 DT].

EU-&6sTLIT 2 M6 &6iT

2017 (ps6ev HMH&Me0lsWTE Siwevl(HlSsLULL elifleurest
CuTHEMTE T MM TS558 @LILbsD (CETA) Hm|b
eLpCeurLImLIES Fal LTetsTenld ¢LILIHSLD 6Vl 6 M6l &6arCeou
©\enetoTs S LILIL (H6TeTeT.

NATO 19fley 4

&H6078)| BleVLILITLIL| ¢2(HEnLILM(), HFFIW6L &FSHHSTLD
SI6V6VG| LIMGISTLIL SEFHMISSLILHEUSTEHES &(HGILD 6THS

2 MULNesT(HLD YBeVTFemETTHEM6ETE CHTTEVTD — Fal (HLI
urgla iy Nifley 5-@\ed (g Ceummesta).
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TAMIL NADU SPECIAL - 510pmHrH HAmiiy

Governor assents to 12 of 13 Bills; Private Universities (Amendment) Bill reserved for the
President

13 wCenans&61flev 12-8 (8, Q,EHHT RLIL|SH6V; S6sfl WMy LI6V&en6vsH &8 BIS6T (H)(H55) EFTSHT
(BQWIEHS Hemeveall] LUIflFevenentss: (s,

Event date / hlsLpe| CaH): 18 September 2026

On 18 September 2026 it was reported that the Governor of Tamil Nadu, Shri Rajendra Vishwanath
Arlekar, had granted assent to 12 of the 13 Bills passed in the first session of the Tamil Nadu Legislative
Assembly after the present State government took office. The thirteenth — the Tamil Nadu Private Universities
(Amendment) Bill, 2026 — has been reserved for the consideration of the President of India. The Bills that
received assent include measures on providing vehicles to MLAs, Value Added Tax on TASMAC liquor,
TNPSC recruitment for Urban Local Bodies, amendments relating to the Directorate of Town and Country
Planning (DTCP), and the Tamil Nadu Investment Promotion Commission. The Private Universities
(Amendment) Bill seeks to remove the existing requirement of 100 acres of continuous land for establishing
a private university, replacing it with a maximum requirement of 12 acres within the Greater Chennai
Corporation area, 18 acres in other municipal corporations and municipalities, and 25 acres elsewhere.
The existing Act also requires a private university to maintain a permanent fund of at least ¥50 crore to meet
administrative expenses in the event of dissolution.

18 QFLLwUF 2026 2i60Tm), HHGUTENSW IV SiFa GUTMILIGUDHM NME HEOLOLMHM SLEIDHT(H
FLLLUGUTemeUUI6T (pH6v Fal LG6STLIflev HlemmGeummiiLilL 13 wCensmaserflev 12-8& SLOIPBT(H &4, 6THIHT
S(H. TTCWH ST eNeigeumns o, TCnsIT @LUILIF6 Si6N&HHHTEHE ClFuigsh CleuslwmeTg|. Li&leTeLpesTmmeu g —
SPHT(H Hesflwimy LsvasenevssLp&EIS6T (H(H55) LCFTHT, 2026 — @HHWE (&L WNE:S Seneveuiflest
uflFevenentss (& & ISHSLILIL([H6Temg]. LILSH6) UMM EFTEHTEHSHE6L FLLLO6STM 2 MILILN6BTTE (E6THE (5
6UITEEBTIEIS 61T 6ULPIEI(E 56V, TASMAC g|LITesTHHM(S WHILILE Fal (b sulfl, HSFLLM 2 6iTemmLg
SIeMOLIL| & (6TH8 (8 TNPSC uessfl ihlwioestid, HE&FLILM WMHMID 2sryenLoliL] @wis & mHrss (DTCP) GgmLyLimest
H(mS5mIs6T, SPHBIT[H (PS50 (H 2018 Gl LemessTwD Y EH WML JLMHIGLD. Seoflwmy

LIV &H606VEBLPSHMBISET (H(HHS) LCFTHT, HEs WY LISLSHmeVSSHPSLD GG TLRIS SMGLTgI6iTer 100 6§88y

Qg mLgHwiment Hlev GHemeuemwl H&HE), HFHMEGL LiHevTs: GClassTement LOMBHSTTLEL LGS uflev SiH&LLEFLD
12 g&&1j, ND WIHSFTLHASGET LHMILD HSTTLHS6fl6v 18 6Je61), eJenestril @)L rkigse6ifl6v 25 65681 6T6oT
HFesTUN G S (PULVEIMG|. SMHELTENSHW FLLLD, Hem6VLIL| FHLLLT6V [HlFeUTsHE ClFev6|SHem6mE FLomerfled &esfl WMy
LISV&Em6VE LS (GemmIbsLULEFLD T50 Camiy Hnbhan HlHlenw LrTf&Es CousttT(hib sTera|b Famfmg).

KEY EXAM POINTS - Ggijey p5HWws @l s6iT

* Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar assented to 12 of 13 Bills from the Assembly’s first session.
SLEHBET TR HST aflaneunns o, FCsvasy CLremeuuler (P& FalLgosrLifler 13 s mEas6rflev 12-8(8)
SULBEL eSS

e The Tamil Nadu Private Universities (Amendment) Bill, 2026 was reserved for the President.
SPHT(H Heslwimy Lsvasenevs&Lp&mISST (£ (H55) WEFIHT, 2026 (519 WITEE 56M6V6L(H5 (S,
RPSIHSLILILLEI.

* Bills assented include VAT on TASMAC liquor, TNPSC recruitment for Urban Local Bodies and the Tamil Nadu
Investment Promotion Commission.
RULE60 Cummenel: TASMAC wgjumest VAT, baFLIL|M 2 6TemmL&&s(6mha @ TNPSC Lisssfl ihlwioesrid,
SB[ PHESL(H) 218 (5691LIL| Q63 653TWILD.

* The Amendment Bill replaces the 100-acre continuous land requirement for private universities.
B(HSS WCETHT ST LIL&HM6VEE P& MIS EHESST6T 100 65868 ClamLsdluwmsst lev CoHemeusmiL
LrHMIE MG
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* New land ceilings: 12 acres in Greater Chennai Corporation, 18 acres in other corporations/municipalities,

25 acres elsewhere.

Y&\w [blev eurbLsseT: ClEFestenest LOMHSFTLEIUN6L 12 s a1, LNm wrhasyrldflser/basrridaseflev 18 sy,

sJemenTl @)L migs6rflev 25 & 8517

e The Act requires a private university to hold a permanent fund of at least ¥50 crore.

ST LIsV&H6M6VESLS (HemMIbSLULEL T50 Camg HnbhaT Hlhlenw n6.8 5 (H88 Goustor(HLD 6TetTs: FLLLD

gamIH G|

Static GK Connect

Article 200

On a Bill passed by a State Legislature, the Governor may
assent, withhold assent, return it for reconsideration,
or reserve it for the consideration of the President.

Article 201

Governs Bills reserved for the consideration of the
President; the President may assent or withhold assent, or
direct the Governor to return a non-Money Bill.

Governor of a State

Article 153 provides a Governor for each State; Article 155
— appointed by the President; Article 156 — holds office
during the President’s pleasure.

Tamil Nadu Assembly

Has 234 elected seats; Speaker JCD Prabakar; Leader of
the Opposition Udhayanidhi Stalin. TNPSC is constituted
under Article 315.

FLLINfley 200

Lomblev

FLLLWeTMLD HlenmGeunmlw EamsTefeor 5G] o4, 6ThHBT
@RLILSH6Y 961flE 56D, LIL|GHemev [FIMI5H) emeus &6vmid,
wmuflFevenests: (& H)(HLILT SEDILILISVITID, S6V6VE)]
(BLWaEs Hemeveul] LIflFeV6n6sTs: (&) 6288 86VITLD.

FLLONfley 201

(BLpWNEs Bemeveulj LIflFeV6n6tT8: (8 (8|58 LILILL
WCETET&ESn6T HFeUSHSHME]; (Gl9LTHS SHeM6V6UT LIL|S6D
Si6fl&&E60MD, BIMISSH) 06USESHEVTD, BI6V6V8)] LissT LEFTSHT
SIEVEVTS @6TTEMMS S(HLLN AL U EBBBHE S

2 §&T6SL6VITLD.

Wby Si,EHY

FLLUNfley 153 geulCleum(p MHleVS S M (&HLD U, (6THHEN T
aupmIEGE s FLLUNfe) 155 — (LWrss &6m606UTT6e0
Blwwestd; FLLLNle] 156 — Gl ss SHensveuiflesr
eNmLuuLliug uged.

sUlLpHTH FLLUGUTn6

234 CaiholsHssLULL @)L KIg6T; FUTHTWS) JCD
Npurs; e iss S Heneveu] 2 SWIBIH) 6L meS)6oT.
TNPSC LU fley 315-@)6tT SLp SHenEHSLILILLS).
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Supreme Court gives Tamil Nadu three months to identify land for Jawahar Navodaya
\ICVEIEVE]

26uamIy HGEUTS WIT 6915 WITEV W ITE & (6TH&5(8, [H16VLD {6BILWITEITLD &IT6soT SLSILPIHITL (H&5(8 CLP6TM] LOMS
eusnF 6flss 2 && [HHL6sTMLD
Event date / hlsLpe| CaH): 17 September 2026

On 17 September 2026 a Supreme Court bench of Justice B. V. Nagarathna and Justice Augustine
George Masih gave the Tamil Nadu government three months to identify land in every district for setting
up Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas (JNVs). The direction enforces compliance with the Court’s earlier order of 15
December 2025 and is subject to the final order to be passed later. The bench orally observed that individual
States “cannot function as if they were separate countries”. Appearing for the State, senior counsel Jaideep
Gupta argued that education is in the Concurrent List, that adopting the JNV scheme is optional for States,
and that a mandamus would upset settled federal practice; he also submitted that the Centre had not released
about 5,000 crore due to Tamil Nadu in the education sector. For the Union, Additional Solicitor General K. M.
Nataraj said the only requirement from the State is land, with construction and all other expenses to be borne
by the Union government. The litigation originates in a petition by the ‘Kumari Maha Sabha’ before the Madurai
Bench of the Madras High Court, which on 11 September 2017 held that JNVs did not violate the Tamil Nadu
Tamil Learning Act, 2006. Tamil Nadu has opposed JNVs as incompatible with its two-language formula.

17 QLU 2026 osorm) HHLSS6T L. afl. HTEFS6TT LMMILD 31561VIg60T LTS LFaAM L EISW 2 &
IB&I6dTm ey, Leuamy BGeumswiT a5 wmsvwins&ens (JNV) oenliLgsnsaTs epeubleum(m
LTeUL L SH6VILD [Hl6VLD Si6BILWIT6ITLD STevoT HLOLPIHIT(H SIJ8:5 (8 CLPETTM DTS HEUSBTEFLD 61555

@6 5576y BHI6TMESH 6T (WHemsW 15 19&FIDLIF 2025 S46m650T8 () @)650TRI(G6Uens 2 M C\FWHMEI; LNedTeor
WpuNsslubib @mISH 606018 2 LULLG]. S65fl5560f rhlevmissr “gesfl Br(HasiT Cumevs ClewesvLIL
(PWITE]” 6T60T LDT6 eUMUIGIMPwmasss GMILILNLLG. DTH6VLD FTTLITS LSO fLPSHS 6ULPESSHM(6h T ClEulHL
BUsT, sevall ClUMgIL L IguIeSley 2 6TengTsHe b, INV SILLE0S FHLIG! THleVksEhHsE a9 ([HLUILSCSHTa]
676t LD, emevor LNMLILNLILIG| BlemevGlLmm Fal LTLE [HEnL(LPEDMENIS (&6M6VEEHLD 6T6rTa D sUMSILLITE; &H6vells
glemmuiley SORBTL(H&EE Car Gouettriguwl somy ¥5,000 Gasmigenw WSS W (78 69 (HleN&&EaN606n6v 6T6sTa LD
Si6uf G NNGSHTT. HH W & FTILTS Fa(hSHev ClFmTeOIFLLIT GlggevTev G&. 61D, HLIFTE,
wrblevs S LS HH &I CHemeauriLi(heug Hleuld L (HIGLD eTetTay D, S (HLOTETTLD 2 6T6IflLL D 606TSH S|
QFeveysEmeTWLD SHHW HTCF MG 6T6TELD Fa 6o . @6l &, EIen) 2 wij IEHeTms Hlensmuiley
‘@WIfl L&ET FUN’ &S &S W |aNed (Hhg CBTLRIAWS); 11 ClelLuy 2017 etm| INV-56T SLOLPHT(H
S0P MMV FLLID, 2006-23 Limellevemesy eTerT Bis&lener SHTLiLeTSHS55]. SHUOPHTH St @\(H Combls

Q& TeiTen &H 8 (8, (PT6TTTEoTS) 616018 Fa.] INV-&6m6T 61 &S 6U(HSIM &

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (p&&H\ws &mLIL 86T

* Bench of Justice B. V. Nagarathna and Justice Augustine George Masih, order dated 17 September 2026.
BEHuBseir L9). 6. HNSFS6TTIT LHMILD SISH6VIg6sT RMTE WEFaM Sf6ey; 17 GIEFLLIDLI 2026 260650

* Tamil Nadu given three months to identify land in every district for Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas.
Leuam iy HGUMSWIT 6915 WITeVWITE 8 (6THE (8 R6UGI6UM(TH LTEULLSH6V|LD E16VLD {65 WITEITLD SIT65T ELPETM)]
DTS MGG 6IT.

» Enforces the Court’s earlier order of 15 December 2025; directions are subject to the final order.

BTG SH65T 15 19&F LT 2025 2 em6mTeml HILHSHIHMG]; UG TL(H&H60&56T @MIH) &i,601655T8(F)
2 LUl Lene6u.

» State’s argument: education is in the Concurrent List and adopting JNVs is optional for States.
rhlevg &6t eumsLd: sevall GlLmgI LILIgwedlsv 2 6Temg); JNV-&6n6l LG MHl6VkISEhHEE a9 (HLILSCHTe.

e Centre (ASG K. M. Nataraj): the only requirement from the State is land; the Union bears all other costs.
wHSHW (78 (ASG Gss. 6T, HLITE): IHlevSHILLI(HHG CHemsuLiL(heug] Hlevid L (HIGW; ND ClEsvesHemerT
WHHIW STCE M (GLD.
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* Origin: a petition by the ‘Kumari Maha Sabha’ before the Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court (order of

11 September 2017).

Gomhmib: waeny 2wy HHeTms Hlensmuilev ‘G wifl W& U’ HTHES560 CFUs Wl (11 ClFLLDLUIf 2017

Q1,60)650T).

Static GK Connect

Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas

Run by the Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti, an autonomous
body under the Department of School Education and
Literacy, Ministry of Education; started under the National
Policy on Education, 1986.

Education in the Constitution

Education is Entry 25 of the Concurrent List (List lll,
Seventh Schedule); it was moved from the State List by the
42nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1976.

Tamil Nadu Tamil Learning Act, 2006
Makes Tamil a compulsory subject in schools in Tamil Nadu;
it underpins the State’s two-language policy.

Madurai Bench

The Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court was
established in 2004. The Madras High Court itself was
established in 1862.

Rauamy HEUTSHWIT el & WITeVWITE: 86T

s6v6il 9emEFssSH6tT LsiTerls sevail LbMHM|LD
T 5M 6|5 Flenmuilest S @WImnkIELD SeoreorTTL &
SienwliLreT BGsumswm eNswmeowm F81# HL55EMEI;
CaHlws s6vails ClameTeng, 1986-@)sir £1p
QBTLRISILLLE).

SirHlwevenioLiiev sevail

&Hevel QUITgIL UL IgwieSlest 2 6iTerf(H 25 (Lligwsv I,
FLOMEUG| L L6Uen6etoT); 42-6u8| HFFIWEVenLOLIL|S S (HEHSHE
FLLID, 1976 cLpsuld mHlevLl LILLgwiedl60)(Hh&! LOMMMLILILLG].

s1LpKBTH S HMHMEv FLL LD, 2006
SHTLHIL LeTeflssfley SLblenpss s LmuwiL
umLnE@&Smal; wrhHevsH et @\ Glmls
Q&M6TeM & 8 (8, SilgLILIDLITES 2 6T6TE)].

DG |60 & HlemrsT

QzetTement 2 Wiy HH)L06BTM 5 H) 68T LG em & Hlemem 2004-
@6v BmieulILLLg|. QFesTensst 2 W [HEHeTMLD 1862-G)6v
HimieuliLlLg).
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Tamil Nadu to launch ‘Thaaimaman Thanga Mothiram’ — a one-gram gold ring for every
baby born in a government hospital

‘ST MLO6ST Hkis GmSHyD’ SILLLD — J&: W (hSHSI6ULnemesTuilev LNME: (LD geUblaum(m

(BLPTHeMS &G0 (I HFmd Hmigs Comslyd
Event date / hlsLpe| Ca8): 18 September 2026 (launch on 28 September 2026)

At a review meeting chaired at the Secretariat, Chennai, on 18 September 2026, Chief Minister C. Joseph
Vijay decided that the ‘Thaaimaman Thanga Mothiram’ scheme would be formally launched on 28 September
2026. Under the scheme, every child born in a government hospital on or after 22 June 2026 will receive a
gold ring weighing one gram; the Government Order was issued on 23 June 2026. The scheme draws on the
Tamil cultural tradition of “Thaaimaman Seer” (the maternal uncle’s gift) and forms part of the government’s
“Vettri Tamilagam” vision. According to the official release, Tamil Nadu records about 7.80 lakh births a year;
per NFHS-6, 99.9% of deliveries are institutional, and 4.20 lakh deliveries (53%) take place in
government hospitals, with 90% of those in CEMONC (Comprehensive Emergency Obstetric and
Newborn Care) centres. Each ring carries a unique serial number in tamper-proof packaging, and 1,28,000
rings have been procured for the initial rollout. Eligibility requires the mother to be a permanent resident of
Tamil Nadu, registered in PICME with an RCH ID. Babies born between 22 June and the launch date will receive
rings through 107 hubs statewide at 100 babies per hub per day; thereafter rings will be handed over at the
time of discharge.

18 QlELiLbLIT 2026 2i60TM)| Cl&F65TEM6TTS H6m16V60IDE CFWEVEH S SV HNLGILIMM 16|85 Fal L GH6L,
WwaevenwEsT . GRral eNlggul Hemeusnouilsy, ‘STUILTLD6ST Hig Gmliyd’ S LD 28 GleliL by 2026
SISTM (PEMMWITEHS GG TLMAISLIL(HILD 6T60T (Plgey QFWWILLLG]. @SS LEH 6T S, 22 gaD6dt 2026 | 65TM)]
36V6V G| SIHMG LI LN65T S8 LO(H S EI6ULD6R6sTUN 6V LNM & EHLD 26UGlEUMT(H (8LPIHENSHE (HLD (I HFTLD
sTevILW|6iTer Smigs ComHib cuprisliLbhliD; HFeTenemt 23 ggdest 2026 S6Tm)| GleusfluNLLILLLS). @&SILLLD
“SMUILOMLD6ST &7 6Ten)(LD SLOIDPLI LetoTUIML (h) LoFenL S LILIenLWT&S C\&TeueTLgl; STl “Oleummls sLilpsLb”
LTFeneuuilest e(h LiGS). SSHsTrLlL el SinlésemnasullsLlg, SOLPHTLIg6) o 6s0T(H &) &wmy 7.80 6VL&LD
NoLiysseir; NFHS-6 Lig 99.9% LNj&eumkissiT Hlimieuesrrigserflev memL 6LmfleTment; 4.20 6VL&LD L F&F6eumkIg 6T
(53%) o8 (HSHHI6ULEN6TTH6ITl6V; 26MMIev 90% CEMONC (aflifleumest 9i6usy W&LIGLM| LOMHMILD
y&Hsrsl Nmmhs &whens urmwifliil) enwwrsserflsv. eitsumm Curhrph sesflsgiou auflens
6TevoTEEn) |L 63T CagemLWITS GlUmSluflsv supmisliLhIb; U TbuUs &LLESHmE 1,28,000 Coms)yriseir
QamsTa6v ClewwiiLl (heTerest. ST SLOLPHITLIg6sT HTHSTE (&lgui(mLumsryrsea|n, RCH ggujLest PICME-
@6y LSl ClFwISTTEHaLD @) (H5He CouesT(hib. 22 IO6T (PSH6L CISTLES BIT6T 6UenT LNDIHS (8)LPHEDSHE(ETHE (S,
rHleVLd (P(6UGID 107 6mDWIMISET aULAlLITES (I enLWw S H)6V IHTGl6MTesTMI5 (S 100 (5L01H6MS 861T 6T6uT
6uLPRISLILI(HIWD; & 6sTL60T (S IsuLpenssTuiled)(Hb g QleueflGuimid CrrsSev auprhigsLiLi(Hib.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gsia| (p&Hlws &mMILIL&6T
* Decision taken at a review meeting chaired by CM C. Joseph Vijay on 18 September 2026; launch on 28

September 2026.

18 QleliLbLy 2026 2i65TM)| (PHevenEFT &, CxmeLl el Femeventouilevmest oy 168 Fal L&EHev (plge]; 28
QLU 2026 GSTLE&SLD.

* A one-gram gold ring for every baby born in a government hospital on or after 22 June 2026; GO issued 23
June 2026.

22 gg9esT 2026 (LPSH6V ST LO(ThHSSHI6ULEMEBTUIN6V LM & (&LD eEUGIUM(H (HLPHEMSE (LD @ (I HIFTLD HhEIs
Cr&lyid; SiysTenesT 23 ggOsst 2026.

* Rooted in the tradition of “Thaaimaman Seer”; part of the “Vettri Tamilagam” vision.
“SIUILDTLO6EET &J” FenL g ILenLWITES &ML, “6leumns SLLPsID” LIMFeneuullest LG

 Official data: ~7.80 lakh births a year; 4.20 lakh (53%) in government hospitals; 99.9% institutional
deliveries (NFHS-6).
SITG ST6Y: U6e8T(h & (& ~7.80 VLEFID LNMLILSH6IT; 4.20 VLEFLD (53%) S5 W(HSHHIaILDen6TSH6II6V; 99.9%
ibimieuestLl LNpFeuruger (NFHS-6).
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* Each ring has a unique serial number; 1,28,000 rings procured for the initial rollout.

@6uGleum(m G rsSHm @0 Hesflsgleu suflens stesor; o TbLS SLLESME 1,28,000 GonSyriseir.

* Eligibility: mother must be a permanent resident of Tamil Nadu, registered in PICME with an RCH ID; 107 hubs

for backlog distribution.

&&H: ST SLOPHTLI96sT HINHSTE (&L9ull (hLLITemTyTe @) (hés Gealstor(hd, RCH gigujLsst PICME u&ley;

LenLpW LIL1g16y|5(& 107 65IL0WIMIS6IT.
Static GK Connect

PICME

Pregnancy and Infant Cohort Monitoring and Evaluation
— Tamil Nadu’s online system for registering and tracking
pregnancies and infants.

NFHS

The National Family Health Survey is conducted by the
International Institute for Population Sciences (lIPS),
Mumbai, for the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.

National Health Mission

Launched in 2013, merging the NRHM (2005) and the NUHM
(2013); it funds CEMONC and maternal health services in the
States.

Tamil Nadu health record

Tamil Nadu is among India’s leading States on Maternal
Mortality Ratio, Infant Mortality Rate and institutional
deliveries.

PICME

SFLILILD LMHMILD (&LPTHE0 &8 (8 (LD &685T8MevsflLIL] LoMHM|LD
WHINTH — STLILRISET, GLHen&eHen6TLl L] Clawig)

& 600TE 65011 & (GFHLD SHLOLPIBITL 19657 @)6m6T0TISHET S{6MLOLIL.

NFHS

Caalw (5 (DU &HHETHTT QYU16)], HEHTSTFLD MHMILD

G HIDL BV SIEFFSHSHMEHTE (PLDemLIufiev 2 6irerm
g7euBsH & &H56TCSTens iMlaflwiey HlmieaesTssmen
(IPS) BLE&5ILGHISMS).

Caflw s:5M5My @uISHEsLD

2013-@\sv NRHM (2005) wmmiib NUHM (2013)
@enemTlILITESS CSTLRISLILLLG|; Wrhleurkigeflsu CEMONC
WLOHMID HTileULY) &HETHTTE CFeneussETh & H&wefaHmg).

SLODIHTLI965T HEBMSITE &FITSH 6060

smieufl @ou eNSS0, GYhHens oLy el&sL0,
BimieuestLl N yFeurgseiT o fweumnlev @mbH wimaissr
(pevrevTessf] mhlevmiselev HLODHT(H R6sTm).
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‘Vizhithirai Kaappom'’ retina protection scheme pre-launched in Chennai

‘@l s Hlenny sTUGUTD’ eNPlHHen T UTSHISTUILS SILLLD ClFssTemnesTuilsv (P6sTOISTL 581D
Event date / hlsLpe| Cad): 18 September 2026

Tamil Nadu’s Health Minister Arunraj pre-launched the ‘Vizhithirai Kaappom’ (Save the Retina) scheme on 18
September 2026 at the Government Eye Hospital, Egmore, Chennai, at an event organised by the Regional
Institute of Ophthalmology (RI0). The scheme aims to prevent diabetes-related blindness through
systematic retinal screening and has an allocation of ¥45.53 crore. Screening will be implemented at 385 block
primary health centres, 37 government district hospitals, 150 urban primary health centres and medical
college hospitals, delivered through the State’s non-communicable disease (NCD) care centres. The Minister
stated that patients with advanced, uncontrolled diabetes make up about 17-20% of the State’s diabetic
population, and set a target of reducing blindness and vision loss from diabetes and hypertension by
nearly 50% over five to seven years; every diabetic patient should have a retinal check at least once every
six months to a year. Officials said Tamil Nadu has over 400 eye doctors, more than 200 with specialised
training, and 180 Al-equipped field-level fundus cameras, with about 19% of the population diabetic.
Regional Eye Care Centres already operate at Salem, Thanjavur, Madurai and Tirunelveli, with more planned
at Chengalpattu, Vellore and Dharmapuri, on a “hub and spoke” model.

SLODBHTLIQ6TT HEHTHTTES SN HEMOEFFT Si(THeTOTHMTE, 18 GlFLILIbLIf 2026 i65TN)| Cl&65Tem6BT 6T(QLDLLT HJ&8
86007 Lo (h5 GlauenesTullsv LNGMHH W &6voT WO (HS I Hlmieuestid (RIO) gHum(H CFS HlsLpssluiley
‘eNPlsHleny TLUGUIMD’ HILLSHMS (PTOSHTLESD ClFWSTY. Q&S LD (Wenmwimest edlflsHenrl LflGETsener
epeuid Biflfley Gl mLumesT umjemeuullplienus ShHILILENS CHTESLTSS 6\&MeTLg); ¥45.53 Camig 65|58,
uflGasrgemest 385 qpesTNIIW 4, TIDLI HETST HleMEVIWINLISET, 37 |8 LOMEULL LO(HESI6ULD60I6TS6T, 150
BSFLILM QY TOL HHTSTY [Hlen6eVIBISET oMM LO(HSHSI6US HeV6VITIf] O (HESIaIen6sTa6Ifl6v, Mhlevd 6T
CizmHmm Crumil (NCD) upmwifliy enwwmkigsT aufluims HeoL (peonmUubhissuubin. GuobulL,
sLHUubSsLULTS Biflfley CrmwmeflaesT wrblevssler Hiflfla] e s6iTelsmenssuiléy swomy 17-20% erer
SlevWEF] 15 eNSHMT; BbSI PBH6V 7R 2 ssuT(hiserlev Biflifley HMIL 2 Wi GISHS A(WSSSST6v
syU G umrFeneuuplienu LILLGHHLL 50% @HenmLILIens @)6v&smss8 6lamesor(heTerT; eeubleum( Biflley
GCpmumeub Q1,m] LTSS EHES RHEPEND WSV 2,581 (H5(E @ (HEPeDWTeg) 655 STl
ufGergemest Glawiw Goussor(hlb. SHLONPHTLIg6h 400-8(5LD GLOMLILL &65oT LO(THS SIeuT&H6iT, 200-8(5LD
CuouLCGLry Ayl uuNMHH QummeuFssT, 180 Al CUTHSSHLILILL &6mHEn6V coLl6ToTL 6V G&LOITITE: & 61T

2 _6iT6IT60T; Lo&&6TGIHTema U6V sromy 19% Biflifley Gmmuwimsflaseir eteor o HamiflasT 6siflalgsery. Geeulb,
&(Eh&FmaLy, g0, H)(HoIHevGaiedluilev LNFmHH W Sevor LIFTLOFILIL] 6DLOWIKISET C\FWevLI (hHesTmenT;
QemsseuLL(h), Ceusumy, SFLluilev Fa(h &6 enLOWHIGET “emww-&lemer” K fluilev Lol LIt (HsTemeoT.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Ggje (p&HWs &ML s6iT

e Pre-launched by Health Minister Arunraj at the Government Eye Hospital, Egmore, Chennai, on 18 September
2026.
18 QI ELILbLIT 2026 9i65TM)| C1&F63TEM6TT 6T(LOLDLLIT S{IJ&+E> &6T0T LD(IhHEHEH|6ULDERIETTUNCD FHMTHTT 6MLDFEF]
S| (THEBOTITEY (LPITOIHTLESLD ClFWIST.

Purpose: prevent diabetes-related blindness through systematic retinal screening; allocation ¥45.53 crore.

GrmessLD: (enmwmest edPlsHemrl LflGargenest epsulbd Biflifley ClamLFumest LimFeneuuilpLlienLs &b &H56V;
@855 H T45.53 Gammiy.

Coverage: 385 block PHCs, 37 district hospitals, 150 urban PHCs and medical college hospitals, via NCD care
centres.

urliy: 385 epesTMilW QLIIDLI &SI [Hl60I6VWINEISET, 37 LOMeULL L0(ThESHIEULD6M6sTaH61T, 150 H&FLILIM S, FLDL
&&MSMY [Hl6n6VWIBISEIT, LO(H5 5618 &6V LO([HSGIeIen6TsH6T;, NCD emLWBIS6NT 61EIWITs.

Target: cut blindness from diabetes and hypertension by nearly 50% over 5-7 years; screening every 6 months to
a year.

@evaE: Bflfley, 2 Wy @I58 HWEHSSSTEL FHU[HID UTFenelullplienu 5-7 gevT(Hs6rfle EILLSHLL 50%
GMDSHSH6V; 6 LOMHLD (LPBH6V (I U,680T(H 8 (8 @ (H(LPenm LIflGFTgemner.
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 State capacity: 400+ eye doctors, 200+ specially trained, 180 Al-equipped fundus cameras; ~19% of

people are diabetic.

wrhlevs Hmesr: 400+ B6voT LO(HSHSHI6UFHET, 200+ HmULL LuNMHE QuMCmM, 180 Al coLI6BBTL 61V

Cawrmassir; sy 19% Biflifley Gmnmwimerflgeir.

e Regional Eye Care Centres at Salem, Thanjavur, Madurai and Tirunelveli; more planned at Chengalpattu,

Vellore, Dharmapuri.

Gzeuld, &(EHFTALY, LGI60TT, &) ([HEHeVGeueSIuilev LNTTHH W Sevor LITTFLIL 6MOWRkISET; CleFmiseuUL(h),

Geusuitiy, FOL U6V Fa(hgev SHILLLD.

Static GK Connect

Government Ophthalmic Hospital, Egmore
One of the oldest eye hospitals in Asia, in Chennai; home
to the Regional Institute of Ophthalmology.

NPCBVI

The National Programme for Control of Blindness and
Visual Impairment, launched in 1976, was India’s first
national health programme with 100% central assistance.

Diabetic retinopathy

A microvascular complication of diabetes affecting the
retina; it is a leading cause of preventable blindness in
working-age adults.

Madras Medical College

Established in 1835, it is among India’s oldest medical
colleges; other Chennai colleges include Stanley, Kilpauk
and Omandurar.

6T(LQLDLLIT Q{88 86T0T LD(IHES1611L0 631657

GlFstremestuilev 2 6o oy, Flwimeilest LE1&LI LILEMLOWIITEST 86551
LD (H 5B l6ULemenTs61fl6v epedTm; LNTITIHSW &680T LD(THS G 6u
1BIMI6U6TTLD @\Mi(g) 2_6iT6ME).

NPCBVI

1976-86v QG TLmISLILLL UmjemeuuipLiL] LDMHMILD
umjemneus Genmun(h) sLHUUTL(hsasmer CaHlws
SILLID, 100% wsHw 2 sallujLest @) bHwmeller (P60
Caflw saMHMys SILLLD.

Bflifley eNfGSlenr Cromis

el Hlengenwilt LmSs @ Biflfleer mievoTessilys S8
Gl AlEs6v; Colensv Gl euwidsoriflenLGu
&bHlessgalgw LTTeneuuNLpLILNe6T (P&65TemLDE &TIT6uoT & 6r 160
6Q60TM)].

Q\z65T6Mm6TT LO(TH S 1618 &H6VEVITIS

1835-@lev HimieuliLILL&); @b&Hlwmeleot LBl&L1 LILPemLOUIT6sT
D(HSSI6US SHeVVTS&6I60 eeeTmI; Cl&FssTemesTuN 6T LM
H6VRVITIf&6IT: 6TVLITesTEV), &LPLILITESLD, §RLOIHESITITITI.
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Walgreens to set up its first India Global Capability Centre in Chennai

@nHlwumailsst (1psHev 2 suasemTall HM6sT M WISHNS ClFesTemesTuiley Sjem&EIM G| 6uMeVLEFesTENY
Event date / fi&Lpe Ca8): 18 September 2026

Walgreens India Private Limited, the Indian arm of the United States healthcare and pharmacy major
Walgreens, will establish its first Global Capability Centre (GCC) in India, at Chennai. The Memorandum of
Understanding was signed on Friday, 18 September 2026, in the presence of Chief Minister C. Joseph
Vijay. The centre will be located at DLF Downtown, Taramani, on Chennai’s emerging GCC corridor along Rajiv
Gandhi Salai (Old Mahabalipuram Road). It will focus on technology and business services and is expected
to create more than 250 jobs in its first year, with further expansion planned. The investment follows the State
government’s announcement in the Assembly of the Tamil Nadu Global Capability Centres Corridor and
Development Programme, covering key employment corridors across Chennai. A Global Capability Centre is an
offshore captive unit of a multinational that handles technology, analytics, finance and other enterprise
functions; India hosts the world’s largest concentration of GCCs, led by Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Chennai, Pune
and the National Capital Region.

3Glwifl&amellesT (etTesTens] &&MST LOMMILD LO(HHSHES HMIeu6sTLOMssT eumev & fesTerv-@)eir @ bW LNifleumsst
sumev & festerv @ HBHWIT LNemgCoul. eSIAGILL, @HHwmailev Hevr8] (PH6V 2 svaemmailw HM6DT 60110 WIS 608
(GCC) QFstTemenTuiiev eminsGLD. 18 GlELLIbUIf 2026, GleusTeaflaHlpenio Si6sTM] (PSHeven&F &. CxymeL
eflgaul (psiresflemsvuilev LiflibgI6soTiT6OY @LILIHSLD 6MmEB6IW(LDSHSHTEsTI. @)LDenoWwd Frgdeu &irhH) Fmensvuilev
(LI6mILPUI LDITLDEVEVL|ITLD HFITEBI6V) 2 (IH6UTE au(RHLD GlFetTemestuisst GCC euflHFHLSHH6v, HiyLoessil DLF
LeyesTL6y6sflév Siemow|d. @) Cl&mlevHILLILD MMILD eusssllas Garemeauserflev &ou6sTD C1F6|HSIWD; (PSHEV
24,690TI9C6vGW 250-8 (510 GLoMLILL CeuemeveuTUILIL|S 66T 2_(TH6UTE &LD 6T6oT 6TH TUMTSSLILI(HSIMSI; GLosy|d
aflifleumgsid SILLOILLILIL (heTerg]. ClessTenesTulsor (P& GoueneveumILIL] ULl &S L hISEN6IT 2_6TemL &)W
SPHT(H 2-6vsemmailw HM6sT 6N WIKISET auLflSHHLLD MM CUTl(Hs HLLEens FLLLIGLITmeIuI6H
rHlev s SMNGHMSHS CISTLITHS @OW&H6S[H HeOWE M. 2 6ugHsmmeiiw HM6iT 6NLOWILD 6T6dTLIS| LIGSTEBTITL (H)
BimieuesTH H6tT HLOVBLIHS CFMHS 16V(&); G TLH6LHILLID, LGLumley, & 2 ereafllL HimieueTl Lissoll&enemes
MBWMEHH MG 2 60HGuGW Hla GCC-g6T @HEHWmallsv 2 6TemerT; GILIMKISEETH(H, NAMSFTLINS, Cl&FssTement,
LGewr, CaHlwg emevbaiLl LGS (peiterensflulisy 2 eTerment.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gsijey (p&&Hws &ML ser

* Walgreens India to set up its first India GCC in Chennai; MoU signed 18 September 2026.
sumev & ifesTerv @HHWIT H6v15| (PH6V @HH W GCC- GClFedTemesTuilev 36010 GLD; 18 GlEFLIL LI 2026
QUUBSLD.

Signed in the presence of Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay.

Wwasvenwss F. Grel eflgul (peresflensuuiley ma6lLI(W&S).

Location: DLF Downtown, Taramani, on Chennai’'s GCC corridor along Rajiv Gandhi Salai (OMR).

@L: grgdeu sMH&) Fmemevuilev (OMR) GFstTenesTuiest GCC UG HL & H6v, BiFLoevsfl DLF L6y esTL 61 60T.

Focus: technology and business services; more than 250 jobs in the first year.

seuerTld: CI5mfleLH|L LD WMHMILD euesslles CFemeussiT; (PSH6V ,60tTIg60 250-8 5L CmuLL Cauemevss6i.

Follows the Tamil Nadu Global Capability Centres Corridor and Development Programme announced in the
Assembly.

FLLUGUTemeuUIev MlafSasliLlL SLPHT[H 2-svasermailwl HlMe6sT 6L WIKIS6T 6ULlSHSLLD LMMILD
GuLUNLHS HILLEHOBE C\HTLIHI!.

* A GCC is an offshore captive unit of a multinational handling technology, analytics and enterprise functions.
GCC er6oTLIS| QSTHEVBHILLID, LIGLUTII6Y, HMIeeTLl Listsll&ensms: emaWmEhLD LissTestmL(h) Him)euests et
HLVSLHS ClETHS 316V(S.
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Static GK Connect

Taramani /| OMR

Rajiv Gandhi Salai (Old Mahabalipuram Road) is
Chennai’s IT corridor; TIDEL Park, opened in 2000, anchored
its growth.

Guidance Tamil Nadu
The State’s nodal investment promotion agency; Tamil
Nadu also hosts the Global Investors Meet (GIM).

Chennai’s industrial identity

Chennai is called the ‘Detroit of Asia’ for automobile
manufacturing and is a major hub for electronics, IT and
healthcare services.

GCGCs in India

India hosts the world’s largest concentration of Global
Capability Centres, led by Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
Chennai, Pune and the NCR.

sywessfl / OMR

grgSeu &MHH) FMemev (LIEMLPWI LOMTLDEVEVL]IJLD FT606V)
GlFetTemesTul6T H&H6U6V CHTHIBILL aULflSHSHLD; 2000-G)6v
HMEHLILLL 60LL6V LIMTS 5607 6U6TTEF5(S,

SIS ST L&)

en&L6dTeN SLOILPIHIT(H

rhlevg et (pHedTemio (P&H6SL(h 2eus: & ailLiL] lmieuesTid;
SIDHT(H 268 (PSH6ESLLT6MITE6IT MBI L WLD (GIM)
BLESIES!.

QzssTemesTuN 63T Q1B MLH6V BI6BILWITEITLD

BUMSEST 2 MHLISHH&TS ClFeenst ‘e lwimailest GlLLymuil’
eTeoTLILI(HHmG|; Lol6tTetTarn 69116V, SHH6160 Gl TLIEVHILLILD,
FHMHTTE Caensuserlest (PSS EDLDWILILD Y (GLD.

@nHwumaileéyv GCC-g6iT

2 uHICVGW I H & 2 suasemmailil HMEsT 651D WIS 6T
@S WTalev 2 6TemesT; GILIMIE:E6TH(I, MU TLITE,
QFesTement, L|Geur, NCR (pstTestensiluflev.

17th Kathakali Festival inaugurated at the Kalakshetra Foundation, Chennai

ClFetTemesT H6VTCFALS T SIMEHLLememuilev 17-6ug) &5 861l alpm C1& ML 81D
Event date / fi&1pe] Ca8): 18 September 2026 (festival 18-20 September)

The 17th Kathakali Festival, organised by the Kalakshetra Foundation under the aegis of the Ministry of
Culture, was inaugurated on 18 September 2026 at the Bharata Kalakshetra Auditorium, Thiruvanmiyur,

Chennai. The three-day festival, running from 18 to 20 September 2026, is themed “Kadha Rasa Sangama -
Confluence of Essence of Stories” and brings together three prominent Kathakali institutions — Sadanam
Academy, Kerala Kalamandalam and Margi Theatre. Shri K. K. Mishra, IRTS, Joint Secretary, Ministry of
Culture, was the chief guest, with Shri Suresh Kumar Chikkala, Director of the Kalakshetra Foundation,
also present. The festival opened with “Mandodari” by Sadanam Academy, based on the Ramayana; Kerala
Kalamandalam presents “The Old Man and the Sea”, a Kathakali adaptation of Ernest Hemingway’s novel, on
19 September; and Margi Theatre concludes with “Rugmangada Charitham” on 20 September. Lecture-
demonstrations are held from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m. on all three days at Rukmini Arangam. The Kalakshetra
Foundation was established in 1936 by Rukmini Devi Arundale.

HEVTEFN NDFFHSHH) 6T £1D HVMTCFaNSH T MEBHLLem6T FHLIT(H CFls 17-6ug) s s6fl aflpm, 18

Q&lLLbLIF 2026 oi6tTM| ClFesTemssT H)(HeumesTLSIWLfl6v 2 6iTer LIMTSH HevmGFags I SPmkIHlev GG LRSS W S).
18 (Wp56v 20 GlFLILIDLIF 2026 6usn T HEnLolLIMID @\Wepestm) mreT eNpmeNesr & (HLIGCILIT(HET “ &SI F&F FralgLoLD -
&H6015861fl65T FMISH)60T FMHIGLOD” ; F&H6UTLD I STLLS), GHIF6IT H6VMDEsITL6VLD, M) S1GWILLT U\ ep6sTm)|
W&HEW 561 HlmIaleTRISsT @&60 LIhICHEMDHETMET. HEVTEFTT HeNFFEEH)6T Qlemevora: Cl& W6V 6T
(. Css. Cs. olerviym, IRTS FAMLIL| 6N (HHSHETTTEHS HeVHSIGSTETTLTT; HEVTCFANSTIT M &L Len6IT

@ BT Hl(hH. 5CFa%n (LM Hlsevmayd 2 Lesfl(HHSTT. NPT, FH60TD & TLOIUN6T FITLOTWLIESITLD FTHS
“wesoTCLISIf” HlapaFfluLer eTLmSwg); 19 LUy i6tTm| GEBIF6IT H6VITLOETITL VLD 6TT60T6er0 L
QamilkGeauuNssr HTeuedlssT &&861f bulgaLDTeT &) 6R6VL GLD6DT Bi6ToTL &) & -2 aUEIGSID&I; 20 G\FULLUIT
Si6Tm)| OMFE) HICWILLF “(HeNmEIsSs FiflH” 2 L6t edlpmene Hlemmey GlFWIWLD. epsiTm| HTL&6TleVID &Tet6v
9:00 (56 10:30 eueniy (h&L56v5fl QTMEISSH 60 GlFTMHEILITLSa-IH&1p5 8608 HnLGILMILD. HeVTCFaks T
SIM&HLLen6TenW 1936-86v (THhELSl6u5fl G 9i(mesoTGL6v HimieSleormy.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Czijey p&&ws &L seir

« 17th Kathakali Festival inaugurated 18 September 2026 at the Bharata Kalakshetra Auditorium,
Thiruvanmiyur, Chennai.

17-eug) &5 561fl afllpmr 18 GFLLbLIf 2026 o6 ClF6sTement H)(IH6UNETLSIWLLIT, LITTS S6VTGFansyT
SUTEIEI0 O FHTLESLD.
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* Theme: “Kadha Rasa Sangama - Confluence of Essence of Stories”; festival runs 18-20 September 2026.

S(HLUCILIM(RET: “HST J&F FRISLOLD - HenSa6IfletT FMISHSl6sT FrissWD”; edlpm 18-20 Gl&LLbLy 2026.

e Three institutions: Sadanam Academy, Kerala Kalamandalam and Margi Theatre.

eLP6TM)| B MIEUETTIRIG6T: F&H6BTLD HEBTLLS), CEHIF6IT &6VITLOETITL6VLD, LM HGWIL L.

e Chief guest: K. K. Mishra, IRTS, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Culture; Director Suresh Kumar Chikkala

present.

AUy eNmhSHeT]: HVTFEFT] enEFFSHSH ST @enevors Clgwevnsmy Gs. Gs. Wlervgm, IRTS; Q1S E BT

&Gyag Ly Hlaseum 2 Lel(HhSTT.

e Productions: “Mandodari” (Sadanam), “The Old Man and the Sea” (Kalamandalam) and “Rugmangada

Charitham” (Margi).

H&Lp&a6T: “essTCLISBIf” (FH6uTD), “&) ¢peVL CLo6dT I6TITL &) &” (&H6VTOETITLEVLD), “(HELOMEISS FiflgLD”

(Lomieh)).

* Lecture-demonstrations from 9:00-10:30 a.m. daily at Rukmini Arangam.

Hlerr(pLd HMemev 9:00-10:30 susn iy (H&LS6v0fl QTEISSH6v ClemmHeIumfley-Hl&Lps 5iemss.

Static GK Connect

Kalakshetra Foundation

Founded in 1936 by Rukmini Devi Arundale at
Thiruvanmiyur, Chennai; taken over by the Government of
India through an Act of Parliament in 1993 and declared an
Institution of National Importance under the Ministry of
Culture.

Rukmini Devi Arundale

Padma Bhushan (1956); a nominated member of the Rajya
Sabha; she declined an offer to be a candidate for President
of India in 1977; she brought Bharatanatyam to the
proscenium stage.

Kathakali

The classical dance-drama of Kerala, marked by elaborate
chutti facial make-up, towering headgear and stylised
mudras.

Classical dance forms

Recognised forms include Bharatanatyam (Tamil Nadu),
Kathakali and Mohiniyattam (Kerala), Kuchipudi
(Andhra Pradesh), Odissi (Odisha), Kathak, Manipuri and
Sattriya (Assam).

H6VTCHFaNSIIT SIMESLLEm6T

1936-@)6v (H& L1653l G569 ) (IH6TTGLEL Cl&F6dTEM6TT
Slpeumestidluyiflev HimieNeormiy; 1993-@N6L IHITLIT(ETHLOETM &
FLLID epevld @HEHW T8 FHM|, HEVITEFTIY

SenwEsssH ST S CaHlw (WHHWS 50D euTilbhs
BImieussTLoNS SiMaNSSLILILLS).

(m&sLlevsfl G569 24(hHevsTCL 6V

usLD LLaesor (1956); wmblevrkigsememeuudlest
uflbglienrssliulL 2 miligery; 1977-@6v @rbHlwis
(BLWEHS Semeveulj Geul LITETTMELD 6UMILInL LMISSTT;
LTSBTLIUWSNS THs CLoenL & s Clamesor(h eubSITy.

&5 561

Cayermailest LmybLflw BHLedT-HTLELD; aNifleumet &L lg
(P& RLILIENETT, 2_WIFLDT6ST &Hemevilenst], LimessfliL(BlSs UL
WwHHengs6iT FmLiL.

umybUIflwl [HL 63T 61119 611G 6T

SRS HSSLILLL aUIgeURISET: LFSHBTLIgWLD (SLOHTH),
&5 561fl Hmb CrHlssllwm L (Caiyemm), (&&F&IIL|y
(hHrL NFCs&bd), Rud (IeET), 58, WessflLIYIf],
g5flum (s15mb).
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Gauhati High Court declines to restrain the transfer of five captive elephants to Tamil
Nadu temples

SPHBIL(Ha Camuilevas ehs ) 2 HEI FlemMLILILL WITen6sT&H M6l LoMMHMIeUensS S &(bh&s LmISHs

&6ysns S 2 Wiy HHL6sTmLD
Event date / hlsLpe| Ca&H): 17 September 2026 (reported 18 September)

A Division Bench of the Gauhati High Court comprising Chief Justice Ashutosh Kumar and Justice Arun Dev
Choudhury declined, by an order of 17 September 2026, to restrain the transfer of five captive elephants held
by private persons in Assam to temples in Tamil Nadu. The Court found no prima facie reason to restrain the
transfer “unless it is clearly shown that necessary clearances have not been obtained”, observing that
there is no law circumscribing the transfer of elephants where statutory clearances exist. The Additional Advocate
General of Assam submitted that all clearances had been given and that care would be taken during
transportation. The Court nevertheless kept the application pending and directed the Additional Advocate
General to file a detailed affidavit; the matter is listed for 15 October 2026. The underlying writ petition — Rohit
Choudhury v. Union of India — challenges the proviso to Sections 40(2A) and 40(2B) of the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972 as arbitrary and violative of Article 14, for creating an exceptional regime governing the
ownership, control, custody and possession of captive elephants. The applicant’s apprehension rested on the
precedent of the elephant “Joymala”, whose overstay in Tamil Nadu had led the State of Assam itself to move the
Gauhati High Court for her safe return.

sensvenld [HEHLIL o&Camas (GLmy wHmIb HHLIS (Hevor G eu Claengiifl SiLmiE W HaysmsS 2 wiy
1BH\6sTm 3076, 17 GlEFLLLbU 2026 oy eneuTuliler epeuld, &MV SesfllmflLib 2 6iTem gorbgl FlemmuiLrL
wremest&:6en6l SLPHITL(H& CHmuilevsEhs @ LTMHMIeUnSS &H&HS LMISHHS!. “GCoHeneuTesT Sien|LoHh)&6iT
QumLiLIL 69l6vemev sTedTLIGI C1B6ifleumes g SMLLLLILITES 6ueni” LTHMSHNSHS HhléHs (PSHMLUTTeneuuiley
SMJ6ssTLD B)6V6EBI6V 6T60T [HHIDETMLD SH6voTL M HSHSHI; FLLLILLTEU HBLOSHSHET @) (HE(&HLDELITS| WITEn65T8H6m 61
wrmHmieuenss SL(HILLHSSID FLLLD 656D @)6V6n6v 616878 GMILLNLLG]. HEM6TTS G BI6B)L0H)E(6THLD
euLPMEISLILIL (H6TemenT 6T6vTe) LD, GLIME: (&6UT&HSH6TCLITE| H6U60TLD G1FaVISHSLILI(HID 6T6vTe D HEFMTLO6IT For(h) &6V
SLeuGsL Glgevtysv G5 flelssmy. @\ LN BSHlwaTmD Weneneu Hlsvienaiuilsv sneus g, aflifleumest
KiyrsssT USSTLD HTEH560 ClFLIW 2 55T LG aIpsE 15 S&6LruIf 2026-5G UL guleSlL UL (H6Terg).
SigliuenL AL ey — Crmamls ClFengiifl sty @bHw irs — HenmUiLlL wrenestseflsr 2 flemw, sl (Hluump),
HIT6U6Y, M6USHH (HSHH60 yHleumenm HlFeudls @0 aNhHallevd s, (PeOMmen 2 (H6UTE&6USTEHS Fal,
susvtelevrsg, (LUMgISMLIL]) FLLLD, 1972-@\ebt LNifleyseir 40(2A) MHM|LD 40(2B)-58&T60T RIS eMS
&ettevi|Fengwmenrg) steored FLLLILNIfley 14-20 Bmi6ug) eTevre b Foumev GlEFWIS M. e8I STIfl6T SF&FLD,
SOIPHITLIg6L SN (HHS WTen6rT “CIZQUILDTEVT” aUPEENS g LILINL WSS Cl&TEIITLSI; S{eUensTL
UMGISTUILTSS Sl(HLILNE ClamestT(hlsur &M MHleVGL &a|sTss) 2 W HSITNSHnS HTigu([HhHes).

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (paHlws (&mILIL 86T

e Bench: Chief Justice Ashutosh Kumar and Justice Arun Dev Choudhury, Gauhati High Court; order of 17
September 2026.

SIWFe: HeysTeHE 2 Wi BHeTmsH 6 Hensventd HHILILE G (GLomy HMILD HHILIS) i(Hevor CHel
Q&engfl; 17 QFLILDLIF 2026 Sy 65650

e Court found no prima facie reason to restrain the transfer where statutory clearances have been obtained.
FLLLLLT6U s8I &6T GlILMLILIL LY (HEEGLEUTE| LIHMSHmSHS 5bH&HS (PSMHUMTeneuuilsy STysssrd @6vemev
660t [HEHIDETMLD &H65TL M HSHE!-

* The Additional Advocate General of Assam stated that all clearances had been given.

S 6M6TTE 51 SIS (6THLD 6uLpEISLILIL (Hl6iTement 66T HEFMLOI6BT Ha(hH 56V SIL6UGHL ClggevTev O\HflaNSHSH .

e Application kept pending; a detailed affidavit ordered; matter listed for 15 October 2026.

wen) iHlsviemeuulsv; eNifleumsst LNyMeTTL LSHSTLD HTHH ClFLIW 2 &5T6]; 6UpsE 15 SH&CLTUIF 2026-8 (5
UL LgUI6Y.
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* The writ petition challenges the proviso to Sections 40(2A) and 40(2B), Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 under

Article 14.

fIL ey, sussTalevsiE, (LUMgISTLIL) FLLID, 1972-@)6tr LNifleyssir 40(2A), 40(2B) agrsens FLLNfley 14-

@it &L Foumev ClFWLISIMS).

* The applicant cited the precedent of the elephant “Joymala”, over whose stay in Tamil Nadu Assam had earlier

moved the High Court.

WEDISTTT, SIDPBTLIg6V SHhiSu)(HHS WTenerT “CIZUILDTEVT” QUPEENS (LPEITERISTTETTIONSS (GMILILNLLTY; HETLD

et 2 W BHIOETDHENS BITlguN (BHSHSI-

Static GK Connect

Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972

The Indian elephant is a Schedule | species; Section 40
governs declaration of possession of captive animals. The
2022 Amendment inserted the transfer regime for captive
elephants.

Elephant in India

Declared India’s National Heritage Animal in 2010;
Project Elephant was launched in 1992 by the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

Article 14 & 51A(g)

Article 14 guarantees equality before the law; Article
51A(g) makes it a fundamental duty to protect wildlife and
have compassion for living creatures.

Gauhati High Court
Established in 1948 at Guwahati, Assam; it has jurisdiction

over Assam, Nagaland, Mizoram and Arunachal Pradesh.

sussTeleumi(g (LUMgI& ML) &L LID, 1972

@S w wirenest SiLeuenesst | @evrid; LNifley 40
HeomUuLL af6vri@Gsene6T emeusH (HLLMS SMleSlLLIens
HjeuSsEmg). 2022 H(HSHHD FemmLiLlL
WIT6m 6378 (6THESTEST LOMMHM)| (PemMenWE CFT&HSHS).

@nHlwmeailev wiremest

2010-@6v @ibHlwmeilest CoHAw LmyUflw aNevrissme
SINNSSUILILLE|; WTet65TS SILLLD & D M|& (FLP6V, 6L6TLD
LMHMILD STEVHIEM6V LOMMM HEMEFFSHSHSHTeV 1992-@)6v
QBTLRISLILLLS).

FLLINfley 14 & 51A(g)

FLLUNSley 14 FLL&H60T (LP6iT FLOSG|6USHMS 2 M|
QEwfmgl; FLLUNfley 51A(g) susTelleumi G sen6TL
ung1srssl 2 ulliflerrhiseaflLb @r&ssb srl(heuens
SIYLILIENLE SHLEMLOWITE GH M.

H6sM6H) 2 Wij [5H)6sTmLD

1948-@)6v &M, HeysTsHHuT6v HimeulILILLg|; SIFMD,
BIBT6VNHE], LGEFTLD, Si(Hessrmgevll LNFEsHED 55
SIHS T 6uUTIDL| C\GTETITL G|
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY - gifjleflwi6v & G5 mflevmil Lild

L&T Semiconductor unveils its first Silicon Carbide platform — a 1200V SiC MOSFET — at

SEMICON India 2026

SEMICON India 2026-@)év 56v15) (PSH6L FleOl&:&mssT SmijemL(h Hemsems — 1200V SiC MOSFET —
GleusfluNLL g L&T Cl&LS1&600TL &L IY
Event date / f&Lpe| Ca8): 18 September 2026

L&T Semiconductor Technologies Limited (LTSCT), a wholly owned subsidiary of Larsen & Toubro, unveiled
its first Silicon Carbide (SiC) product platform on 18 September 2026 at SEMICON India 2026. The
platform is a high-performance 1200V SiC MOSFET for next-generation power conversion, aimed at electric-
vehicle fast chargers, microgrids, solid-state transformers and traction inverters; the company also
showcased its first in-house SiC power modules and devices. LTSCT displayed 40 products in all and
announced the tape-out of a fully designed-in-India BLDC motor controller for energy-efficient ceiling fans.
Other exhibits included an in-house USB-C GaN charger, an indigenous Vision Camera SoC and a Secure
Identity Platform for e-passports, payment cards and national ID. Dr Sandeep Kumar, Chief Executive of
LTSCT, framed the portfolio around three strategic priorities — national security, digital sovereignty and
energy resilience — aligned with the India Semiconductor Mission. SEMICON India 2026 was held from 17
to 19 September 2026 at Yashobhoomi (India International Convention and Expo Centre), Dwarka, New
Delhi, on the theme “Silicon to Systems: Building the Ecosystem”. Silicon carbide is a wide-bandgap
semiconductor (about 3.26 eV against silicon’s 1.12 eV), giving higher breakdown voltage, higher switching
frequency and lower switching losses than silicon.

svmggesT Qevorl (FLIGTmafssT (L 2 flemiulevmest Glenewor HimisuesTomest L&T Cl&L8)&6ssTL&LIT

QL8 6vTITeVZSl 61V EGISIGILL (LTSCT), 18 Gl&FLiLibuiy 2026 oi6rm SEMICON India 2026-@)6v 56075 (LP&H6Y
HAedlsamest ssmisnLi(h) (SiC) sWMflLLS Semsens GleusfluIlLg]. @&H5H6TD, SH(HHS Hen6v(Wenm W6TesHH)
LrHMSSMeTeT 2 Wiy GlFwevHlmest 1200V SiC MOSFET,; lestemy sunsseot aflenye] LlestGestm M &6iT,
HI6voTLO) 63T L 185 61T, S)LIblemev LSlesTIOMMD M & 61T, @) (L6m6U @)65TOlEUTLLF&H6IT Q& WLeUMEDM B)6VESHTHS
Q& mesoTLg)|; BIMI6U6TTLD &63T8) (PSH6V C\&FMHS SiC WletTaFs S ST S &6T LMHMILD &FTSHEITHISER6TU|LD
STLAULHSSH WG| LTSCT Glwrgsb 40 swmflliLsensms sridlubhsHWwg); mmev & &eesr

L6t 1M\ &5 (6TH & & 6Tt (Lp (M WITs: @ rbHlwimailey sulgeusniosgsLiulL. BLDC GuomlLmy sLHiuph s Slulles
CLU-s1ajlenLwd HMleNsH55!. LD sTLFAL GummLseflsy Clamhs USB-C GaN wlesrGssrmni), 2 6THmL(H
elag6st GHLONIT SOC, Ll6T-SL6FFL(H&H6T, &L L6TT L 6MLG6T, CHEFIW DL LITET L6315 (6THE: S IT60T
LUMSIS&TLILITET Q6DLWITENS S Y &liene LG, LTSCT-@l6st emevenio Hlijeunms) LrsLT &b
Iy, CaFWL UTSISTLIL, 19231 L6V @léemmwimesstenlo, 6Tfl&8 &) LB6TH M6t 6T6n)|Ld eLp6sTM] eLpGevmLITIL
Weirsn)Iflemlsenerd &mM) @S61SMEGLIenL (PeTeneUSHSTT; @& @IHHW (BHenmesLES) Q)5 88 8L 65T
R&HemFH Mgl SEMICON India 2026, 17 (560 19 GELILIDLIF 2026 sushi Ligl Hevel), Hleumysmailev 2 sitem
wGem,sluflev (@ hHlw FjeuCs e LMHBTL(H) LMHMILD &H6evsTsMLFl enlwibd) “Fleddsmesiled) (Hbg)
DI6BIDLIL|S6T 6UEMIT: (FiLp6V GG HevIW 2 (IHeUTE (5FH6V” 6160 &(HLICILIM(HE6L BemLGILMME). Fl6d& e mesT
sryenL(h) (H S&65TM @lemLGleusf] (GemmEHELESH) (Fledlsamells 1.12 eV-& & eréhlms &wmy 3.26 eV);
FeGlsamenest el 45 s (e WeTesT(PSSLD, S MMM S TEleUeTHT, (EmMBHS MMM @LPLIL|S6n6IT
6ULPMHIGEI MG

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&H\ws &mLIL 86T

¢ LTSCT, a wholly owned subsidiary of Larsen & Toubro, unveiled its first SiC platform on 18 September 2026.
svmggesT evorl (FLIGTmafssT (D 2 flevi glemesor HimieustTiomest LTSCT, 18 Q&L by 2026 Si6Tm)| (p&H6v SiC
S6MHemS GleueuilLg).

* The platform is a 1200V SiC MOSFET for EV fast chargers, microgrids, solid-state transformers and
traction inverters.

@5 s6rd 1200V SiC MOSFET,; wlestemy sussest aflen e LlestGesTi NI\ &56iT, [hi6voTLS65TEH L LIS 6T, HLIHl6tr6v
SlesTLOMMHNN & 6T, @) (Lpemeu @)6dTEl6u TLLITES(6THE5(8).
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e LTSCT showcased 40 products and announced the tape-out of an India-designed BLDC motor controller.

LTSCT 40 swniflliysensns sTLALUGHSSH, @bHlwmailsv sugeueniosslinl L BLDC GomlLimy

sLHUUBISSH e CLU-a L enL HMaNsHs5.

Chief Executive Dr Sandeep Kumar cited national security, digital sovereignty and energy resilience as

strategic priorities.

Hem6venLo HlFeums LISLY FhHL (GLomy, GCalwll UmgismiL, 192l L6V @lemmwlmesstenlo, 6Tifl&s )
Bsirlmement eLpGeuruim (eoTen)flenogssmmasss &HmILISLLTI.

SEMICON India 2026: 17-19 September 2026 at Yashobhoomi, Dwarka, New Delhi; theme “Silicon to

Systems”.

SEMICON India 2026: 17-19 Q&LLLbUIF 2026, L5 Hl6v6S), Hleumyasm, WCFmLLLS); & (hL1GILIT(HsT

“ #6018 85 m6sfl60) (Ih[h &1 S16MLOLIL|SH6IT 6u6TIT” .

Silicon carbide is a wide-bandgap semiconductor (~3.26 eV vs silicon’s 1.12 eV) with lower switching losses.

Hedsamest smisnLi(h) (FH BT GlemLGleueafl GemmesLEH (Fledsamesiler 1.12 eV-65, & yme ~3.26 eV);

LmHDI GPLILSET &nmey.

Static GK Connect

India Semiconductor Mission

Launched in 2021 with an outlay of ¥76,000 crore under the
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology
(MeitY).

Larsen & Toubro
Founded in 1938 by Henning Holck-Larsen and Sgren
Kristian Toubro; headquartered in Mumbai.

India’s semiconductor projects

Micron ATMP at Sanand (Gujarat), the Tata-PSMC fab at
Dholera, Tata’s OSAT at Jagiroad (Assam) and CG Power-
Renesas at Sanand.

MOSFET

Metal-Oxide-Semiconductor Field-Effect Transistor — the
basic switching device of modern power and digital
electronics.

@nHw (GmESLEH QUGS

SlesTesTEr|OT W6V LDMHMILD H&H66V C1SH MLV LI
SlenwEgssHletr (MeitY) £1p T76,000 Camig 6058|8581 (H L6t
2021-@\60 QB TLMISLILLLS).

eVMIF6sT Si6vorL (HLIGHT
1938-@)6v Glamsitesfin Gammevs-evTiasst LMHMI(LD GemiyesT
fnfleviguwiest (FLICHT HMIeN6TT; H6mEVENLOUWISHLD (LPLDEBIL.

@bHuneiles GenmesLSSH)S S LmIg6T

snesTih &6V ((BHRIS) emwsgmsst ATMP, GsrGsuymailsy
LILIT-PSMC ¢oGuLl, £1Cymigsy (i&mib) LT OSAT,
gnestihiHlev CG Lieuj-QyCesremen.

MOSFET

2 Geunss- 85608 (h)- (&M & & LSS Ljsvaileneney
rmestlenuLiy — meer BletTEsS) HMID 198511 L6V
1) 65T6sTEIn) |09 WI6O165T Byig LILIEML LOTMHM)| FMTSEDTLD.
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NIELIT-Infineon Centre of Excellence on Semiconductor Manufacturing inaugurated at
Ahmedabad

swsTUTSHS6v NIELIT-@)stTooLiesflwimsst (emm&sLS5H) 2 ML S FlMLiL enwwib G158
Event date / fi&Lpe Ca8): 16 September 2026

The NIELIT-Infineon Centre of Excellence (CoE) on Semiconductor Manufacturing was inaugurated
virtually on 16 September 2026 at NIELIT Ahmedabad, Gujarat, by Shri Jitin Prasada, Union Minister of
State for Electronics and Information Technology. Also present were Mr Jochen Hanebeck, Chief Executive
Officer of Infineon Technologies AG, Dr Madan Mohan Tripathi, Director General of NIELIT, Mr Georg
Enzweiler, Chargé d’affaires of the Federal Republic of Germany in India, and Ms Neha Kumari, IAS,
Mission Director of the Gujarat State Electronics Mission. The CoE builds a functional backend
semiconductor manufacturing training line using industry-grade equipment supplied by Infineon — eight
units in all: 2 ASM AD838 die/glue bonders, 2 SHINKAWA UTC1000 wire bonders, 2 BESI FICO moulding
machines and 2 BESI FICO trim-and-form machines. It will strengthen capability in Assembly, Testing,
Marking and Packaging (ATMP) and Outsourced Semiconductor Assembly and Test (OSAT), and will train
diploma holders, engineering students, technicians, faculty and working professionals. NIELIT and Infineon signed
their first understanding on 17 March 2025. The Ahmedabad centre is intended as a replicable model across
NIELIT’s national network.

NIELIT-@)ésTeoNesflwimsst (emmasL5S) 2 mus S FlmLiL enwwid (CoE), 16 ClaLLbuy 2026 SeTm)
XS, NIELIT gi5wsmunsslsv Wlesteramiailwisv mmib 5856160 C1STleLkHILLISSIenMm 5 S

@ enewTwenWEFT H)(H. 2 Hleor LNyFeFmsmaumsv HrelewsTmed) eulWNs S G\HTLRISLILLLE). @)6edTeolNesflwimesT
QL& evTTeVZIl 61V AG-@)65T Hemevenio [HlFeuns HHsmifl ). Cumrtlamesst ammlesT6lLIs, NIELIT Hemevenio
@ws BT LISLT et Cunasest Hliflums), @mbHlwmalimamer Gliwesfluflest HMSrss Sisviaueviy H)(H.
QMITED eT6BTEVEMEUEVTT, (&S LMIhlev LletTesTssniailwicv @ uis a5 56T @i &b H)(HSH Chamm (gLmifl,
IAS o ECWIM(HLD &6VHEIC&MesTL6oT. @ &FIMLIL| enLowLD, @) 6dTooLN6sflWimesT oUW GG TV IMME &I

2 LIGFemTRIGEn6TL LIeTU(H &S Clewevu{hibd NesTLm @GHenmesL S5 2 mus Sl LuNn & euflengenwl
SIOEEIN G| — QLTSS 6TL(H 6v(G&6iT: 2 ASM AD838 evL/Lem& LilemssorLiLimesTassiT, 2 SHINKAWA
UTC1000 s119 NenssoriiLimsstassit, 2 BESI FICO 9155 @Qwihgyrsser, 2 BESI FICO Gleul (h-auigauenioLiL]
@ubdrrissr. @)g Crrsens, Cangenert, (GMHIUIlLev LHMID CLTHuilLev (ATMP) whHm|b Gleusrflelpsv
(BODEELESH) Ceisens MHMID CaFmsenest (OSAT) Hlmensor susy|LiLI(HiSEID; LULLWSTfgsT, Qummluiwey
LOTETOTEUT &6, Q&TH6VHILLIFEH6T, U HflWwFaseT, LessiluNa6Ter euevaIbTs Emhes &L Lulhe) o6, NIELIT-2_1b
@ 6tToolNesflImen)|LD HL0g| (P&6L Lflbgletoriensd 17 OmFE 2025 i66TM| 6086l (DS HLL6IT. HSHLOSTLITE 6MLOWILD
NIELIT-@etr Caeflil 6uemeuismLoLiL] (P (LD6UGILD LB6BTT(HILD 2 (TheUmE: &85 88 LoMSFIWITEs @) (8 G0 6resr

T TUTTSSLILHE DS

KEY EXAM POINTS - C5ijey (p&&ws &L seir

* Inaugurated virtually on 16 September 2026 at NIELIT Ahmedabad, Gujarat by MoS Jitin Prasada.

16 GlsiL1bLy 2026 oi6Tm)| (RS, NIELIT oiswamunsslev Qlememntwennss 2Hlesr LNFaFms meumey
HMGlewTTed) ULSILITSS GCISHTLESLD.

Partner: Infineon Technologies AG, whose CEO Jochen Hanebeck attended; NIELIT DG Dr Madan Mohan
Tripathi present.

ursefl: @letToolNesflwimest GlL&6TeVIN61V AG; 31560T HEn6V6NLD [HlTeUTs GuImGlamest ammelesTGILIE
&H6VHGI0\& mesorLITy; NIELIT gemevento @ ws @B LTSLIT &6t GLomesest SNfILIMS) 2 L 6sfl (HHSTIT.

Infineon supplied 8 equipment units: 2 die/glue bonders, 2 wire bonders, 2 moulding and 2 trim-and-form
machines.

©)6tTaoLN6sflILITEIT 8 2 LISTEBT 6V(FFHEMEIT 6UPRISI WG| 2 65L/LIe0E LNen6soTLILIT6TE6IT, 2 ST Len6wsTILIT6TS6T,
2 9458, 2 Gleul (h-euigeuenOLIL] @WIHSHTEISH6T.

Focus: ATMP (Assembly, Testing, Marking and Packaging) and OSAT — the backend of semiconductor
manufacturing.

HeuenTd: ATMP (Casens, Camgenet, GMILILey, QUTHUINL6L) MM OSAT — GOD&ESLEHSH) 2 LSS uller
NesTLmLD.
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e Learners: diploma holders, engineering students, technicians, faculty and working professionals.

SMUEUFSH6T: LILLWST&6T, Qummluiwey wressreufseT, Q& mfleomi LIFseT, o flwiser, Lsssilulley s

6UGVEYIBT&HEIT.

e NIELIT and Infineon signed their first understanding on 17 March 2025; Ahmedabad is a replicable model.

NIELIT-2_1b @etTeolNeslwimen|b 17 womyg 2025 i6tm)| (P&6V Liflh&I6stTTeneuss 6086 (&S L60T; SISO TLTS

BesoT(HILD 2 (THEUME: &5 588 LISl
Static GK Connect

NIELIT

National Institute of Electronics and Information
Technology — an autonomous scientific society (not a
statutory body) under MeitY; set up in 1994 as the DOEACC
Society and renamed NIELIT in 2011; headquarters New
Delhi.

ATMP vs OSAT

ATMP covers assembly, testing, marking and packaging of
chips; OSAT refers to firms that provide these services on an
outsourced basis.

Infineon Technologies

A leading German semiconductor company, headquartered
at Neubiberg near Munich; strong in power semiconductors
and automotive chips.

Gujarat as a chip hub

Gujarat hosts Micron’s ATMP at Sanand and the Tata-
PSMC fab at Dholera, backed by the Gujarat State
Electronics Mission.

NIELIT

Ca#lw ettesTarmaflWicv LOMMILD H&H6160 B MLH6VIHIL LI
Bimieusstid — MeitY £1D ¢o(h SevTesTTL & Jinlailuwisv
FRISLD (FLLLLLTO SenLIL 3i606v); 1994-Glév DOEACC
FHRISIONS 2 (Heursl 2011-@)6v NIELIT ereorls GQlLIwly LTHMLD;
SHEM6EVEROLOWISLD L|Z) Hl6veV.

ATMP vs OSAT

ATMP Hevay sefler Cisema, Gargenet, @muilLey,
QU Lemev 2 6TeITL&(&)D; OSAT @) &FCaeneausensr
GleusrfleLpsuLDITE EULPMHIED [HMIEUETTRISHEM6TE (HMSHHE MG

@ 6t1o0L96vflwimest GlL& 6vTMEVES6TV

(psiTenTens] GIERTLDEDT (§6mM 5L &) IHlMI6a6sTID;
Hem6ve0WSLD (Pesfle 9 (HCs HIULLNGCILITE; WeiTas S
(BHODEBHLESHS6T LOHMILD eUTSH6sTE Flevsy|&6rflev

660 MO WITETTS)).

(M EHLEH) MLOWILDNE (822 TS

gnesTihSl6v emLo&ymest ATMP, GsmGsuymailsy LirLm-PSMC
SoGUII Y FHlWIEn6l (HRTTHH 0 2 _6iT6metT; (BHQFMS LOMHlev
SletTevTEEn O WIEV @\WISBLD Y 576 Si6f&EHMme).
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TCS launches Custom System-on-Chip design services for automotive OEMs
6UME60T 2 M LIS WITEITIT85(6TH & & IT60T &65f1LILIWI6sT ‘FILI-L58 m6oT-S|6MIOLIL]" 6UI96UEBIDLIL|E

Coemeusmenem TCS GClsmLmISwg)
Event date / fi&Lpe Ca8): 17 September 2026

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) launched Custom System-on-Chip (SoC) Design Services on 17
September 2026 from New Delhi, aimed at automotive Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) and
semiconductor ecosystem companies. The offering covers end-to-end silicon development — architecture,
design, verification, implementation, software integration and system validation — combining
semiconductor engineering, VLSI design, hardware-software co-design and system validation. It is targeted at
software-defined vehicles (SDVs), which rely on centralised computing, zonal networks, Advanced Driver-
Assistance Systems (ADAS), electric mobility and connected features. TCS describes its method as a “chip-to-
system engineering” approach, in which vehicle architecture, software platforms and workloads are defined
before the SoC architecture, delivering better performance-per-watt and closer alignment of compute with
software requirements. The launch was announced by Shri Sreenivasa Chakravarti, Global Head and Vice
President for Industrial Autonomy and Engineering at TCS.

LILIT &6sr&6VL 60T Feigsiv (TCS), 17 GleLi by 2026 Si6m) L& Hlevedluled(mbg sesfliiLwest ‘&Fli-

s mesT-iemioLiL]’ (SoC) eulgeuenioliL|E Gremeusenens C\GTLRISWIG!; @)5 6UTSHETT PLP6V 2 LIS IJ6soT

2 pusHlwmeniaser (OEM) ommID &e0MESELESH) (FLP6V GG T(EHH) HlMI6U6TThRISHEN6T @608 TS 6lSTesTL g

@ &Gaeneu (6o WITEST Fledl&&smedT GLODLITL6ML 2 6T6L& & E MG — SLLEMLOLIL], aulgeuenLoLiL], FfILIMFLIL,
QEFwWe6LLI(H 556V, CILOESTEILIT(H6IT 62 (ThEIH6n6ToTLIL|, SieMLILF FHUMTLL — G0D&HSLHSIL Glummluiiwsy,
VLSI aulgeuemioLiL], 6165T 6 LIM(h6T-GIL6TClILIM(H6T @)6m6ssT bulgalsnLoLiL], HenLLgF FlUmyLienL @)enesrssma.
©) & GCLD6EBTEILIM(TH6IT-6U6RTWM|SHSBLILILL UG EsTHEIZGN6T (SDV) @6u55158 O\&TeTLg); @eneu
emWLLHSSLILILL Se6soflLiL], 6BITL6V 6Uen6VWenLOLIL|S6T, GLLL el HBT 2 Hail SemwliLgssT (ADAS),
Ll6TTETT @ WIS SLD, @)606TTLIL| HLDEFRISEN6TE FMTHGI6Temesr. TCS H60T&| (PeOmen “EFLI-(Lp&H6V-H 6B LIL]
Qurpluflwisv” ieam)| (& (Penm 6reot alleuflSHHMGI; @SH60 SOC SLLEDLILS(E, (PESTGL 6UMEH6sTE: SLL6MLOLIL,
QILOETEILIT(THET H6MRIGET, LIto | F&6nL0&6T eUen WM& LILI(HH 6TM6T; @)S6TTev FIMHS EUITL -8 85 mT6evT-

QEweLH M6t HnLSHH MG @SHCFTLESSmS TCS-@6ttT Qg mblsvgienm sesresrmLg] MHMID Glumnjiuilwisv
Niflefesr 2 svasemmail s &6n6v6U(HLD HIEMETTTS &6M16V6U(HLOMEST H)(1h. Lhsslleuns s reuis s MleNSHST.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (p&&Hws &mLIL 86T
* TCS launched Custom SoC Design Services on 17 September 2026 for automotive OEMs and semiconductor

firms.
TCS 17 GleLiLibLiy 2026 3i6Tm)| eumgesT OEM-&6iT DML (HmMESHLSS) [H1M)|61160TMIS (6THE & TeuT SevsflLiLwest SoC
sulgeUERLIL|EF CFemeUBEM6ITE GG TLMhISIWIG).

e Scope: architecture, design, verification, implementation, software integration and system validation.
6T6VEM6V: BLLEMLDLIL], auigeuenioliL], FFlLMFLIL, ClEwevLI(HH5H6v, ClLo6sTCILIM(TH6IT ¢ (HEISlemevoTLiL],
SienwlIyE FflumyLiy.

Target application: software-defined vehicles (SDVs) with centralised computing, zonal networks and ADAS.

@ev8 &L LweTUm(H): snwwIL(BISSLILILL SH6usflLiL, LO6TITLEV eUen6vILenLLIL|&6T, ADAS Cl&metorL ClesTGlLIm(H6iT-
UMM |&HS&LILILL 6UTSH60THEIS6T (SDV).

TCS calls its method a “chip-to-system engineering” approach, defining workloads before SoC architecture.

TCS seorg (pemmen “FIL-(p&6v-HemLoLiL] GlLmluNwieh” SIeTm(E (PR 6T6T SHeMLPSHEHIMGI; SoC
SHLL6EMLOLIL|E (& (60T LIetol F&remLngs6iT 6uemTILMI 88 L1LI(H & 6dTm60T.

Benefit cited: better performance-per-watt and alignment of compute with software requirements.

FamUULL Lwesr: HMbHE eUmL-88mesr-6l&FwevHmest MM GILeTOILIM(HT CaHem6ussTHL6IT SHewoflliL] @Hemaa.

Announced by Sreenivasa Chakravarti, Global Head and Vice President, Industrial Autonomy and Engineering,
TCS.

uhesfleuns s&&reufsH), TCS G mflevgisnm SeirerTme) LHMID GlLMmuNwIsy 2 sugsTmallg Henevedl LMHMILD
1606508 HemeveU] HMIeNS ST
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TCS

Tata Consultancy Services, founded in 1968, is part of the
Tata Group; it reported consolidated revenue of over US$30
billion in FY ended 31 March 2026, with operations in 56
countries.

System-on-Chip
An SoC integrates the processor, memory, input/output and
other subsystems onto a single chip.

VLSI

Very Large Scale Integration — the process of creating
integrated circuits by combining millions of transistors on a
single chip.

ADAS

Advanced Driver-Assistance Systems — features such as
adaptive cruise control, lane-keeping assist and automatic
emergency braking.

TCS

1968-@)6v HimIeuLILILL LITLIT SesT&F6VL 65T Fieigey, LmLm
G eWSHH6T LGSH); 31 brjE 2026-@)6v (Wiebhs HH WiImesoTigsn
30 1N6vedSlwisst Gl &8 LTev(IHs (&L GLoey
R(HAaIHlEn6TTHS 6U(HeUTL; 56 BImHl&serflev QFwsoLim().

HLI-155m60T- 9 6mLOLIL|
SoC QFweV), HlemesteussLbd, 2 sitelf(h)/Gleuslui(h HMID Nm
160657 eMLOLIL|S606T G HFl6V6S16V 6o (THhIHen6TITE: S MG

VLSI

s Cluflw gjemailsvimest p(HEIKSlenesorLIL] — Gy
HFl606016V LEIEVEONWIEHT &6TBTE G ITEBT Lo [T TEOTE 61L& 6061
©\en6TITE G| 6 (THI M 6TTIHS FrMHMISHER6IT 2_(HEUTE (GLD
QEwsH(emD.

ADAS

CubulL L HIBT 2569 S6OLOLIL&H6IT — SHH6U6MLOLIL]
Gousss sL(HILUT(H, UTeng-SoHaen6ULIL 2 &6, &Tevfl Wik
Sieugy NGrs CUTESTD LD MHBIGET.
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PROMINENT PERSONALITIES - (p&&)w o4,(6TH6mLD & 61T

Tavengwa Mukuhlani appointed Deputy Chairperson of the International Cricket Council
F7euCs & Hifl&018L &6|65TE60165T 5)16M6TITES &6016V6UITTE HoleUMISeUIT (L (&)6vmesfl HluwiLoesTLD
Event date / hlsLpe| CaH): 17 September 2026

Tavengwa Mukuhlani was appointed Deputy Chairperson of the International Cricket Council (ICC) on 17
September 2026, becoming the first Zimbabwean to hold the post. He will serve through November 2027,
taking over from Imran Khwaja of Singapore. Mukuhlani is the Chairman of Zimbabwe Cricket and
Zimbabwe's representative on the ICC Board. He also sits on the ICC’s Finance and Commercial Affairs (F&CA)
Committee and its Nominations Committee, and chairs the Human Resources and Remuneration
Committee. The appointment comes as Zimbabwe prepares to co-host the ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup
2027 with South Africa and Namibia — the tournament’s return to Africa after 24 years. The announcement
carried a statement from ICC Chairman Jay Shah, who also referred to cricket’s return to the Olympic Games.

17 QelLuly 2026 oistm)| &oleurigeur (W@ evnssil FFeuCsa Hlifle01s L se|eoTeledlstr (ICC) Hlemevors,

&606V6UNTE KWL SSUILILLTT; @UILgeSlen suHld @0 (P&Hev umiGauw iy @lauy. HlrusliLLenrs Caimhs

@wrmest Seur@meaNLLsHbg] LM ILIGUMMI, HeubLIF 2027 susny Lisssllwmmmieumy. p@&svmesf) glbLimiiGeu

Afl&0sL1g68T Hemeveur; ICC aumlwsSev sdlbumiiGeuuNest LNFHIBIS). si6uly ICC-@etr K1) WmMILD euessiles

elleusnys (5 (F&CA) boHm|b UfbHgienrs & wellsvid 2 6TemTy; esflheuem WMMILD 2arHluis (5 (LD6Y (55

Semevenld SThIGS DTT. lbumiGeu, Cgest g, LINfléssT WHmIWD BBLNWTe|LssT @enssorihgl 2027 ICC

QL 6UIT e(HIBITET 2 V88 CaHMLienLenW HLESS SWTTTELD Hlenevullsy @bHILILO6TTLD eubgl6Terg — 24

24680T (N & (6TH& G L1 LM & @UGCUTLly oy LiNflEsTe85E8 SH(HUSIDGI. ICC Heneveuly C1ZQul eI GleusluiliL

SIM&ema Wb @LIEILNHMS); Hlifl&6lsL edbING CUTL 198 EHsES S (HLOLEUMSW|LD H6uf GMILNCLTT.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&H\ws &nLIL 86T

* Tavengwa Mukuhlani appointed ICC Deputy Chairperson on 17 September 2026 — the first Zimbabwean to
hold the post.
17 QlslLibuy 2026 oi6Tm)| Holeunigeu (W& 6vmssfl ICC 516065818 Hemeveurymss HlWIeTd — @ILILIGaT eud)& &0
(W56v GlburliGeuwiy.

* He will serve through November 2027, succeeding Imran Khwaja of Singapore.
Anmss L iflest @LbymesT &e6umggme s &Ll LN6oT, HeuldLIy 2027 euemiy Lisssll WM mIeuy.

* He is Chairman of Zimbabwe Cricket and Zimbabwe’'s representative on the ICC Board.
23lumrliGeu Hifl&6l& 196t Semeveury; ICC sumflgHlev glbumliGsuuilest KNFHIHH).

* He serves on the Finance and Commercial Affairs and Nominations Committees and chairs the HR and
Remuneration Committee.

1518 oMb euessile efleussmys &L, Uflbglenys @(peailev 2 miLiNer]; wesflgeuem LMHMILD 2enfluis
BLESS Semevaur.

* Zimbabwe co-hosts the ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup 2027 with South Africa and Namibia.
luriiGeu, Clseor LN flEsT wHMIW BBLNwWTa L6t 2027 ICC gL aulf R(HBIT6T 2 6V58 CaTLIsnLIEnW
QeveTHE] BLSSIEIDS)-

e The current ICC Chairman is Jay Shah.
sMHGumengw ICC Hemeveuly G1gaul aLIT.
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ICC

Founded on 15 June 1909 as the Imperial Cricket
Conference at Lord’s; renamed International Cricket
Conference (1965) and International Cricket Council
(1987); headquarters Dubai, UAE.

ICC membership
The ICC has 12 Full Members with Test status; its CEO is
Sanjog Gupta, who took charge in July 2025.

Cricket World Cup 2027

The ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup 2027 will be co-hosted by
South Africa, Zimbabwe and Namibia — the event’s return
to Africa after 24 years.

Cricket at the Olympics

Cricket returns to the Olympic Games at Los Angeles 2028 in
the T20 format; it was last played at the 1900 Paris
Olympics.

ICC

15 gg9ett 1909 3i65Tm)] 060160 @ 1Tflwiev Hifl&61sL
&I6dTooLIT65TENVMSS HlMIeULILILLG]; 1965-@)6v

@ eTLTGHaesTev KNGO &L SHmedTsoLIfesTery, 1987-B)6v
@ eTLTGmagesTev KNGOS H616dTE6v 6TevTLl GLIWIY
LOTMHMLD; HENEVENLOWISLD HILITUL, 2&HEHIW SJL| SLBFELD.

ICC 2 mi'ngNesriy

ICC-@6v GIL6VL SihGHeNVGIL6T 12 (p(Q 2-mILIN6BTTES6IT;
Semevenlo Hljeuns S &mifl &FEpGeNs: (HLST, 2gDemev
2025-@\6vL QUTmILIGLMHMTT.

2027 2 6v858 Gamlisnu

2027 ICC sy L6l (HBT6T 2 658 GamienLenil 6l e6sT
2 UNflssr, ZGliiburiiGeu, BBNWT @enstThE) HL &SI —
24 oy eo01(h) & (6THE G L1 L96tT LN S8 Te 838 6 (HLoLSMmE.
@edlbLN&H6v Hifl&018 1

6VITENV 6J(6h&6V6I 2028-@\6L T20 6uIgailev HiflE6laL
@601bL9& CUTLI98EHE &S S (HLUSIMS!; SenLdlwims 1900
umifleiv geSLN&H6v aNememwImLLILILLg).

Marathi film ‘Gondhal’ chosen as India’s official entry to the 99th Academy Awards

99-6u8)| Si5MLLS) el (h 518 (EhHE et @bhSHWimallest HGMFLILLTeU LenLLILTS FTsHE) SlemyLiLLLd

‘Cambaev’ Caijea]
Event date / hl&Lpe | G &): 18 September 2026

The Film Federation of India (FFI) announced in Mumbai on 18 September 2026 that the Marathi-language
film “Gondhal” had been selected as India’s official entry for the Best International Feature Film category
at the 99th Academy Awards (Oscars 2027). The film is the feature directorial debut of Santosh
Davakhar and is set in rural Maharashtra around the night-long ‘Gondhal’ folk ritual; it was released in theatres
in November 2025. Its cast includes Kishor Kadam, Ishita Deshmukh, Yogesh Sohoni, Nishad Bhoir and
Anuj Prabhu. The 14-member selection jury was chaired by the Kannada director P. Sheshadri, and 33
films were in contention. “Gondhal” is the fourth Marathi film to be India’s official entry, after Shwaas (2005),
Harishchandrachi Factory (2009) and Court (2015). The film won a Silver Peacock at the 56th
International Film Festival of India (IFFI), Goa. The 99th Academy Awards are scheduled for 14 March
2027. India has never won in this category and has received only three nominations — Mother India (1957),

Salaam Bombay! (1988) and Lagaan (2001).

wrrs S5 Cwmhls HlengliuLid “Cambsev”, 99-a1g] AsMLLS afl[Has6flev (e evamy 2027) AmbHs
s7auGs & SHlengliuL Ll Niflejssmsst @bHlwnallsst SiHsMyLLLTou LeOLLILNSES C5IH6SHSSLLLL ST
@nHlw SHlengLiLL salLenwlil (FFI) 18 Gl 2026 ostm)| (poenLuNsy SiMleNsss!. @LLILLD FhGHTa%w
S6ussIfledT (P&H6V QWIS S LIenLLIL]; SHFTLLD SETTTekeTTeley @re (P (LeUgID HenL6lLMmID ‘CaITheev’
BTLHIULM FLEIENS 60DWIONTSS 68Tl g|; Heubuif 2025-@)60 SHlenTwirniGserfley cleustlwimers). HlGagmy
&5, @eaflsrm Caanws, CunGsay CerGammesfl, Hlagxms Cumuily, HewIgd NFL Y HCWITT By S 6T6meT.
14 Guij QsmesoTL G576, 8 (8 (065 (& SH6oT6oTL @ Wis (BT L. Coaunsifl Hemevenio srmidlermy; 33
SlenyLiuLmigser GUTLiguillLer. aigeumeiv (2005), anflEgnhHrsHl coCusLIfl (2009), GamyL (2015)
SpFWeuMmISEGL KN @& @b wmeas HHesmyliL el LenLLiLme:s CaHIeum@L HmesTameug] LoymaEL LILLD
“CambheHev”. @ULLLD Gameumailéy HemLGILMM 56-a15]1 QHH W FFeuCss HlenyliLL allpmailsv (IFFI)
Qeusiterfl Oufl6v 6N (HEMS GleuetTMG|. 99-6u8 H&MLLS N (HBISH6T 14 WIjE 2027 i6tTM| HEnLCILIMI|LD.
@uiflellev @Sl @gieueniy CleusstmHlevensy; W&FT @bHwT (1957), Fevmb umMbGu! (1988), eusmest
(2001) oy E\w ewpssTm LIfhglemFEemer WL (HGELW ClLMMIETETS).
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e Announced by the Film Federation of India in Mumbai on 18 September 2026.

18 GlsLiLbLy 2026 ostTm)| (PemLILN6L @IbHlw Hlen Ll FalLenliL SMleN&H55.

¢ “Gondhal” is a Marathi film and the feature directorial debut of Santosh Davakhar.

“CambeHev” @ LTSS LILLD; FHGHman &Heussiflest (WHev @uisaL1 LIenLLIL|.

e Jury of 14 members chaired by P. Sheshadri; 33 films were in contention.

19). Graunsifl semeveniouiiev 14 GUIy ClamessTL (8 (12; 33 HlemyLiLLmigeT CUTliguilLeor.

* It is the fourth Marathi film to be India’s entry, after Shwaas (2005), Harishchandrachi Factory (2009) and

Court (2015).

aig6umeny (2005), amNEghH TEH coGusLIfl (2009), CamiL (2015) & weumm|& L LNesr @bdHwimalssr

LemLLILIMGLD [T Meug)| LOFTE S LILLD.

* The film won a Silver Peacock at the 56th IFFl, Goa; the 99th Academy Awards are on 14 March 2027.

@uuLb Gaemeumeilev 56-eug) IFFI-G)6v Gleusiterfl Louflev eN(Hems ClouctT Gl 99-6ugl Hs&TLLSl efl(HaIs6T 14

g 2027.

* India has never won this category; its three nominations are Mother India (1957), Salaam Bombay! (1988)

and Lagaan (2001).

@uLNflelsv @bSHWT GleussTmHlsvemev; cpstTm)| LIfIHGIenTs6T: &F @bHwm (1957), Feumb umbGu! (1988),

evasmest (2001).

Static GK Connect

Film Federation of India
The apex body of the Indian film industry that selects India’s
official entry to the Academy Awards each year.

Academy Awards

Presented by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences (est. 1927, Los Angeles); the category was renamed
from Best Foreign Language Film to Best International
Feature Film in 2020.

Indian Oscar winners

Bhanu Athaiya (costume design, Gandhi, 1983), Satyajit
Ray (honorary, 1992), A. R. Rahman, Resul Pookutty and
Gulzar (2009) and The Elephant Whisperers (2023).

IFFI

The International Film Festival of India, established in
1952, is India’s oldest film festival and is held annually at
Goa; its top awards are the Golden and Silver Peacocks.

@S HlenrLiLL Fal LenloLiL]

UBT(HCHTMID S TLLS) 69 (518 (EThasmesr @ HEHwimeadesr
SABsMrLLLTeu LemLLlienus C5Ihols[H\& G0 @HHws
HenrsHgenmuer 2 F& SjenLoLiL.

&ML e (H a6

ABMLLS g 0oLl CLOMOL}65T LNGFIT QL TL6MV B{65TL
gullestasiv (HImieuliLILLg| 1927, 606 6J(EhF6v6n)
aUPRIGSIME; 2020-8\6v HMIHS {wsvGILMLHS
SlenTLILILLD 6T65TLIG| HFIDIHS FTeuGsH & HlenFLILILLD 6T6oTLl
QW LrHOULILLE).

@S g evsTy GleummWImeTye: i

LITeD)| SISHEMBWIT (S0l ellgeusnloLiL], &hg), 1983),
F5WAG Gy (Qaeryeu 69 Hgl, 1992), 6. &,17. [(GLOmedT,
@56V LLEGL1g, (&VEMT (2009), &) e160lcoLI6voTL
eflervugyen (2023).

IFFI

1952-@\ev HimieuliLlL @bHw FFeuCse HlenrLiuL eflpm
@npSHwmalesr &L LILpenLowmesT HlenyLiLL e9Lpr;
2evT(HCHTMID Casmeumailev HemLGlLMISM&); 2 wiflw
e\(H&I 6T Hmiss MM Gleusiterfl uflev&s6iT.
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IMPORTANT DAYS - (p&&w [HITL&6IT

World Bamboo Day 2026 observed on 18 September
18 QlFLILIDLIT i65TM)] 2 6V8 eLpmighlev HleoTid 2026 en)I&FfILIL]
Event date / fl&Lpe| Ca8): 18 September 2026

World Bamboo Day is observed every year on 18 September. It was established in 2009, when it was declared
at the 8th World Bamboo Congress held in Bangkok, Thailand, and is led by the World Bamboo
Organization (WBO). The theme for 2026 is “Bamboo for a Regenerative Future: A Global Call to Grow,
Build and Prosper with Nature”. The day highlights bamboo as a fast-growing, renewable resource for
construction, handicrafts, paper, textiles, food and carbon sequestration, and as a source of rural livelihood.
Botanically, bamboo is a grass — it belongs to the family Poaceae, subfamily Bambusoideae — and is not a
tree. In India, the Indian Forest Act, 1927 was amended in 2017 to remove bamboo grown on non-forest
land from the definition of ‘tree’, freeing farmers from felling and transit permit requirements. The restructured
National Bamboo Mission supports the sector. India has the second largest bamboo area in the world after
China, with the bulk of the resource in the North-Eastern states.

2 6v8 eLPmILKeV HleoTid 2L 6toT(HCHTMID 18 CIFLILDLIT 65T Sien)FfSSLILHE DG SMIeVTHE6or
UMEIS TS 6V HenLGILIMM 8-6u8 2 6V8 eLPMISI6V MBI IgeV JMalsasLUL(H 2009-@)6v HimeulILLL&|; 2 608
eprglev gL (WBO) 56m606nld SMhIGHEMS]. 2026-4,1D ,600TI965T &(HLIGILIT(HET “LB(ETh (Heuns:s
STETH MV S M & TET eLPMIlev: @UIMNEME WL 6T 6U6TTES, HLL, C1Ff&HEs 2 suasermall SemLpriL]”.

&L (HLomesTld, nseilenesTll GILIMHLSET, HTH S, e efl, 2 6w, STFL6T CFLOILIL|SEHTET aTl6enFeUTs 66T (HLD
UaILIN8885588 eUeTNSeW, SFTLILM 6UTLPEUTSTT USTFLOMSED (LphiSHensy @& H\ 6T 6T(H&HSIHSTLHISIMSI.
smeuraNwey FHWNs ey e Ljev — CUTGud (5 (HIDULD, UMDLLEFTIY Sl6messTs: & HILOULD — @5 LoD
3i6vev. @bHWmeNsv @rbHw eusste FLLLD, 1927 2017-Q)6v H(HSHSLILIL(H), 6u6sTLD H6V6VITS [HlevE H6v
6u6mF&&LILI(HID eLpEIl6y ‘LD’ 6Ten)|Lb euenTIenmUNeS) (Hbh& E&HSLILILLG]; @) &6urmsv afleugmuilser Gleul (hgev
WwHMID CUTEGHUTES ABIWSHE FL[HS Coeneuuiled(Higl aNHleNssulLeTy. wmIFTenwaslulL. Ge&lw
epmiflev QUISELD Q)55 Inmenw U5 fEHne. Fevrmeys (& HbHSSLIQUITS 2 6VH165T @) J6voTL oS
BsL6ILflw eprifev ULy @bHwmallsy 2 6Terg); GL(HLOUITEVTET 6UeTLD eUL P& &) Wmiblevurkigerflev

2 66

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gz e (p&Hlws &mMILIL 6T

* World Bamboo Day is observed on 18 September every year.

2 6v8 eLPMmEIS6V H6uTLd L 6etoT(HGCHTMID 18 CIFLILIDUIT 6t Sie8)Fl&BSLILHS DG

Established in 2009 at the 8th World Bamboo Congress, Bangkok; led by the World Bamboo Organization.
UMaIS TS H6V 8-a1g] 2 608 eLPMmILS6V LOMBITL 1960 2009-@\60 (HiM|aULILILLE); 2 6V8 PLPEIEIEV BIMIDLIL| HEM6EVEDLD.
* Theme 2026: “Bamboo for a Regenerative Future: A Global Call to Grow, Build and Prosper with Nature”.

2026 & (/HLIGILIT(H6IT: “LB(TH(HEUTES 616 THTEVSHSH METENT FPRISIED: @IWIMEN&L|L6TT 66T &S, HLL, OFL&Hs
2 u&6TTell SemLpLiL]”.

Botanically, bamboo is a grass — family Poaceae, subfamily Bambusoideae — not a tree.

Sreurellwsv FHIWTS eprihlev e(f Ljeb — CUITCGWH (& (HlbULD, LUMDLLEFTUILY 6065078 E[HIDLLD — LDILD {6V6V.
¢ The Indian Forest Act, 1927 was amended in 2017 to exclude bamboo grown on non-forest land from the
definition of ‘tree’.

@nHw eusste FLLID, 1927 2017-8)6v H(HSHSLILIL(H 6U6BTLD S{6V6VITS [Hl6VE &6V EUET(THLD ELPMEILIEV ‘LOIFLD’
suenTWenMUNeS (HHS) HHSLILLLS).

India has the second largest bamboo area in the world after China, concentrated in the North-East.
Fevey 5 (5 HSHBHULWTS 2 ev&lest @ FesorLmeug) WlsLGLflw ewmiglev L @bSHwmeailey; GlLi(HLOLITe|LD
UL &PBH6v.
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National Bamboo Mission

Restructured in 2018-19 under the Ministry of Agriculture
and Farmers’ Welfare to develop the complete bamboo
value chain.

INBAR
The International Bamboo and Rattan Organisation,
headquartered in Beijing; India is a founder member.

Bamboo in Tamil Nadu

Bamboo is used in the paper industry and handicrafts; the
State has bamboo resources in the Western Ghats districts
such as The Nilgiris, Coimbatore, Erode and Dharmapuri.

Bamboo facts

Bamboo is among the fastest-growing plants on earth, is a
strong carbon sink, and is often called ‘green gold’ and the
‘poor man’s timber’.

Caélw epriflev @uis s

(P epraIfley LI E Fhifedenw 2 (Heursas GeusmmessTenILd
wMHMILD eNeusFTUNGET 6V SieMLEFHSH60T &HLp 2018-19-
@60 M| FTEMESLILILLE).

INBAR
FiaUCs & epriflev LMMILD LN FIDL] SeMIOLIL];
HemevenWISLD GlLgdInl; @ hHlwm Himieusst 2 miLifesry.

SLOPIHTLIg6V eLpMEIES6v

BMEH5HS 5T engallenertll GlLIM(HLS&6aID ppMmIS60
uwetTL(H B m&I; Bevehlifl, Camubys sy, FCrm@H), SioLifl
GumesTm GLOM (&S CISMLFEFE Lo6mI6V oML L MBIS6 60
PLPTAIESI6V 6U6ITLD 2 6TT6TE].

ePrIFlev 5861608 6T

2 eu&lei L& aflenauns eUe(HLD HTeUfhIgerflev csTm);
660160 LD WIT6ENT SITTLIET CHFLSILILITEST; ‘LI&60ILE SHBISLD’,
‘676t UIN6BT LOITLD’ 6T60T6LLD H6MLPESLILI(HISIM ).

International Equal Pay Day 2026 observed on 18 September

18 GleuLbLT i6sTM] FFeulGsHF Fio 2arhlwi Hleorid 2026 su)&FiFlLIL
Event date / f&Lpe| Ca&): 18 September 2026

International Equal Pay Day is observed by the United Nations every year on 18 September. It was
proclaimed by the UN General Assembly in 2019 and first observed on 18 September 2020. The
observance is led by UN Women and the International Labour Organization (ILO), and marks the continuing
effort to achieve equal pay for work of equal value. According to the United Nations, the global gender pay
gap stands at about 20% — women earn roughly 78 cents for every dollar earned by men. Less than half of

working-age women were employed in 2024, against about 70% of men, and women spend more than two-

and-a-half times as many hours as men on unpaid care and domestic work. The gap is about 24% in the
health and care sector. The campaign is carried forward through the Equal Pay International Coalition

(EPIC), led by the ILO, UN Women and the OECD.

F7euGsH & &I 2arflwl Hlerrs6m8 285 H1W HT(HSH6T Semeu U eoT(HCHTM(D 18 ClEFLILIDLIT Si65Tm)]

305 fl&Emg. 2019-8l6v gos&EIW BI(H 6T CUNgIF FenLiwimey MleNssLUL(H), 18 GlFlLbuf 2020
65T (PSH6BT(LPSH6VI6V S0 FfHsLILLLS. UN Women wmmib &FeuCass Gigmblsumerny SjemiLiL] (ILO)

@B GG SHEMEVERLD SThIGHSTMET; FLD LDLSILIL|6ITET Couenevds @& &L 2emHIWILD 660D CFTLY (WwmHenw @5
GMI&EEMEI. BE&EH W BT(hHesT emeuuilestLly, 2 svasemmallw Limedlest 2arflwi @enLGleusifl siomy 20% —
246B0TS6T FL(HILD 6R6UGI6UIT(Th LIT6V(Ih&: (&L GClLIetaT&:6iT &My 78 Gl&F6sTL 861t FFL(H&lstTmerty. 2024-@\6v Goremey
Qb auwigiemLw Glusssraeflev LM & &L (&emmeumCssrmCy Gousmnevuiley @) (HHSH6uTTT; 6808616V SLoMmy
70%. 2stfHlwidlsvevr LTl wmmib 65 (HL Lesoll&erflev oy etraenem aflL GlLIGTITS6T @) IFEToTL 60 LOL I (88 (8LD
FHs Gy Clsaual(h&lsTmerT). S&mgsmywD MM urTwfluys slenmuilsy @enLGleerfl sry 24%. ILO, UN
Women wmm|b OECD gemeveniouilevrest & esulul &7euGs & Fal Levsfl (EPIC) cpsuld @UILNTEFTTLD

(WeTQeT(HSSLLIHH DS

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&lws GmILIL 86T

* International Equal Pay Day is observed on 18 September; proclaimed by the UN General Assembly in 2019.

FjeuGsH & Fio 2arhlw Hlevrid 18 ClELILUT Si6Tm|; 2019-@)6v &S W BIT(Has6T CLNg|F FenLl SMleN&H5H5!.

* First observed on 18 September 2020; led by UN Women and the ILO.

18 GlEuLbLI 2020 96TM| (PSET(LPSH606L SienI&flliL); UN Women wmmib ILO sen6venio.
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* The global gender pay gap is about 20%; women earn roughly 78 cents per dollar earned by men.

2 svsemmailw Limedlest 2stHlw @lemLGleuerfl & oMy 20%; Sy 6evoTs61Tl60T 6e6LGleUM(H LTV (H& (&) ClLIestTa:6T &iomy 78

Q56T G 6TT.

e Less than half of working-age women were employed in 2024, against about 70% of men.

2024-@6v Geuemev GlEWIwLb euwi gL GlLesaTa6Tlen LIS &L (BemmeurGesTmCry Gousnsvuiley; o cuaTa 6160 ST

70%.

* Women spend more than 2.5 times as many hours as men on unpaid care and domestic work.

serfluislevevr LFmflliL] MM e (HIL uessflaserflev oystoraemeT el ClLeTITSH6IT 2.5 LOLMKIE 8 (HLD iH&

Gryb CFsval) (HéstTmeny.

» Carried forward by EPIC (Equal Pay International Coalition), led by the ILO, UN Women and the OECD.

ILO, UN Women, OECD gensvemiouilevmest EPIC (&1 2srflw #jeuGsh e FalLevofl) cpsuld (LpesTOlsT(hLIL.

Static GK Connect

ILO Convention C100

The Equal Remuneration Convention, 1951 (No. 100) is
one of the ILO’s Fundamental Conventions; India ratified
it in 1958.

Indian law

The Equal Remuneration Act, 1976 has been subsumed
into the Code on Wages, 2019, which prohibits gender
discrimination in wages.

Article 39(d)
A Directive Principle of State Policy requiring the State to
secure equal pay for equal work for both men and women.

SDG link
Equal pay is tied to SDG 5 (Gender Equality) and SDG 8.5,
which calls for equal pay for work of equal value by 2030.

ILO wrmm(H C100

&g 2w k), 1951 (eresor. 100) ILO-@)6T igLliLiemL
wrprHserfsv earm; @bSwm 1958-@)6v LIL|560
AefS5S1-

@nHwE FLLID

g1 2snhlE FLLID, 1976, 2enHlig Hlev Limedlssr
LMGUTLEOLS SenL QFiwb 2arflwis Gmluibh), 2019-G)sv
2 66L& LILL (heTerg).

FLLUNfley 39(d)

246507, GCILISTOT @) (IHLIMEV(TH& G0 FLD Baremevss (& & &Lo
safHlugiens 2 M|H CFUIL STenss CHMT(HLD S Jae
Cameitemssuilest sulflsmi(h) Gm).

SDG @)emevorLiL|

&L 2erHlwid SDG 5 (umedlest Fog gleuid) wmmIb SDG 8.5
2 | 6T @ementTbsgl; 2030-8 (86T &Lo HLIL|6TET Couensvs: &&
&L 21 WSHenSHSH CHMHEI MG

ATHIYAMAN ACADEMY - 8681859181 - Page 51 /51



