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ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY - &hm]&&5106v & Lefluflwev

Union Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav inaugurates the WWF Global Conservation
Conference at Jaipur

CigguiiLLiflev WWF 2 susemmailwl LIMgI&MTLIL] LDMBITL60L &S &DMI&F(FsLP6V e & LLGCUIHE T
wrgeu G5 MLk eneus sy

Event date / fi&1pe Ca8): 21 September 2026

Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change Shri Bhupender Yadav inaugurated the WWF
Global Conservation Conference at Jaipur, Rajasthan, on 21 September 2026. Conservation leaders and
delegates from more than 100 countries took part. The Minister said India’s commitment to conservation is both
‘constitutional and cultural’, and pointed to a decade of expansion in the protected-area network: protected
areas rose from about 750 to more than 1,000, tiger reserves from 47 to 58, elephant reserves from 30
to 33 and Ramsar sites from 24 to 101. He cited India’s adherence to CITES, CMS, the Convention on
Biological Diversity and the Ramsar Convention, and highlighted Rajasthan’s conservation breeding of
the Great Indian Bustard and community protection of Orans (sacred groves) as contributions to land-
degradation neutrality. He also referred to India’s pan-India population estimation of tigers, elephants, dolphins,
lions and snow leopards, grassland megaherbivores such as the one-horned rhinoceros and wild water buffalo,
and the cheetah reintroduction project. Present on the occasion were Shri Ramesh Pandey, Additional Director
General (Wildlife), MOEFCC; Shri Arijit Banerjee, Head of Forest Force and PCCF, Rajasthan; Shri Daudi Samba,
Chief Conservation Officer, WWF-International; and Shri Ravi Singh, CEO, WWF-India.

21 QFULLbUIy 2026 96T TrZRevgmesflest CIgguiLiLLiflev HeoLClumm WWF 2 svasermailw LImgIsmLiL]
LOMBITL60IL 0SS SDMIEF (GsLP6V, 66BTLD LDMHMILD SmeVIHlensv UMMM enEFT S LLGCUHS T wWngeu
QLRI emeugsmy. 100-8@W GmulL Brbhaseners CFihe LITSHISTLILS S60606UT8EHL LNTEHIHH & 610
unIGasmmesty. LTgsTLNHaTeT @bHwrelsr 2 miSLiLmh ‘rfluwsvenioliL] FHWMesTEILD LiessrLmL(H
FHIMETTHILD’ 6T60TM)| SIEODEEFT FaM6OTT. HLIHS LISST6s0T(h&6rflev LIMGISMSHSLUILLL LGS &6 &1my 750-8)6v
@ BB 1,000-5 5D Cevmsab, L|eO1&6T SITLILSLIS6T 47-8\60 @) (hHE 58 QL&6LD, WIT65165TE: 6T
SMLLSEISGET 30-@l6V @)(Hh&I 33 SY,56LD, DT SH6MLEIS6T 24-B\60 @) (HHEI 101 QL&D 2 WITTHE|6T6T6oT.
CITES, CMS, usvguuilij LI6sTEnLD 88 65T6mLD GRLILIMHESLD LOMMILD FITDEFT @LUUIHSLD & Weimm|&E @bSwm
sLHUUbeumss GMILNLL Seuf, prggevsgmesflev Gluflw @rb&lw sresrouiledlest (Great Indian Bustard)
UMgIsTLL @6sTLGIL(HESLD LMHMILD ERIMEsTS6IT 6TerTLILI(HID Ljesll&H 8 CHTLILISHMET FepsmiIseT LTSS TLILS]
pFlweumenm Hlsv FrLfley HHIBlenev& s mesT L6 LILS6TTaE Sl lgsaTLIgeuTT]. L|e01&6T, WITEn6Ta6T,
LT6VL965TER6TT, FIMhIS IS, Liss | FFmISHenss6T mmID ehenms: 6l&mDL] &TessTL TS (H&LD, ST 6L (hHemLD
Guimsdtm LjsuGleuer] QLIS meuT6stoTetafl & 61fl60T Bihl6v @B W eTevoTetnilSEEmas LHLISLenLI|D, FMmISHens
B6m&LCwMmE SHILLSMSW|LD Sieul GMILLNCLTT.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gsia| (p&Hlws &mMILIL&eT

e Inaugurated by Bhupender Yadav, Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change, at Jaipur on 21
September 2026.

21 QFLULLbUIF 2026 oi6tTm| CIZQUILILLIfl6V &S FDHMIF(E:P6V, EU6TTLD LIMMILD STEVElensy LTMM HEMLDEFET
UCUHSH T Wnsgeu GG TLRIE eneussTy.
e Delegates from more than 100 countries; WWF-International Chief Conservation Officer Daudi Samba and WWF-

India CEO Ravi Singh attended.

100-8 5w CumuLL mrHseflest NS b sE6T; WWF-F7euCaas 66T Hensvenloll LTS TLL HH &S] GlLermig
gmumr, WWF-@n&Hwm semevento HFeurs padl #Hm ukiCsmLy.
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* Protected areas ~750 - 1,000+; tiger reserves 47 - 58; elephant reserves 30 - 33; Ramsar sites 24 -» 101 in a

decade.

LSS TesoT(h&6rley LMGISTeHSILLL LiEGH&6T ~750 = 1,000+; Lis0&6T STLILISEISET 47 - 58; WITen6oTd: 6T

SMTULSMIGET 30 - 33; JTO&FT SeTmiser 24 - 101.

Conservation described as ‘constitutional and cultural’; India’s adherence to CITES, CMS, CBD and Ramsar

cited.

uUrgIsTiL ‘@ rFlwevsnioliy FHlwmestg b ussstumL (h) FHlwmengiw’; CITES, CMS, CBD, pmb&y

RUUBSMHISEHSE QHHWT &L (HLLGHIS6.

Great Indian Bustard conservation breeding in Rajasthan and community protection of Orans (sacred groves)

highlighted.

Treevgmesiley Guflw @mbHlw smesTouilev LmgIsmLL @ eTlICL(HEHELD, ¢RImesTas6lT (Letllss CamiiLgssT) Fepall

UTSISTUL| &L 19868 TLLLILILL6T.

Pan-India population estimation covers tigers, elephants, dolphins, lions, snow leopards, one-horned

rhinoceros and wild water buffalo.

Sihlev @bHW erevorevilena HILISH: LeS1&6lT, WiTemesta6iT, LT6VLI6dT8s61T, Hlmismis6iT, Lesfl&&m| 85 6en s 86T,

@menms CI&MDL] &MessTLITLS(H&LD, STLGIL(HenLD.

Static GK Connect

WWF (World Wide Fund for Nature)

Founded 1961; international headquarters Gland,
Switzerland; panda logo. Indian arm WWEF-India (New
Delhi). Publishes the Living Planet Report.

Ramsar Convention

Signed at Ramsar, Iran, in 1971; came into force 1975. It is
the intergovernmental treaty on wetlands of international
importance. India now has 101 Ramsar sites; Tamil Nadu
has the largest number among Indian States.

Constitutional basis of conservation

Article 48A (Directive Principle) - the State shall protect and
improve the environment and safeguard forests and wildlife.
Article 51A(g) - Fundamental Duty of every citizen to protect
and improve the natural environment. Both were inserted by
the 42nd Amendment, 1976.

Great Indian Bustard

Scientific name Ardeotis nigriceps; IUCN status Critically
Endangered; Schedule | of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.
State bird of Rajasthan; conservation breeding centre at
Sam, Jaisalmer; last strongholds are the Thar desert and the
Desert National Park.

WWF (2 6v& @luimenss HlHWib)

1961-@6b HimieulILILLg); FTUCHES HE06V6ERIDUISLD
&lermevorL, &L FF6VMHGI; LIT6soTLIT &l6dTeord. @b
Nifley WWF-@mbHlwim (L5 $Hlevedl). eumpLd Gasmeir
Msensenw CleuefluNHi&ms).

D& @LUILHSLD

1971-@ev FrymesflesT pMD&Ifl6v em&6IW (W &HSTerTgl; 1975-@)6v
SINIEE, 6UHSHE. FTUCHE (PHHWSHSGHIaID eUTIHE
FFJIEl VSIS 6T (5155 85 (ETH5 (G @)6mLUT6VTssT eLILIBSLD.
@npsHlwmallsy @UGLTE] 101 FITDET SH6eMmIS6I; @)HHw
mblevrtigserlsy SLONDPBTL 96V )8 eTevor6ssf]&hem .

ungIsrLLest 9 rflwisvenioliL] SiigLiLiesL

055 48A (auflsTL(H QEM(Lpenm) - &MHMIF(E:LEN6VLI
UMg|&rss| CLL(H&HSH6|LD, 6L6BTMHISET MMILD
6U6BTEN 6V MBI (5 & 6M6ITLI

LMI&T&&6|D T8 SLenLILL(h6Tems|. FFs5gl 51A(g) -
QUINENSE GLP6M6EVLI LITHISTLILIG| ¢6UGleUM(T (5908 65fleoT
SlgLILINLE SLeML. @Fesor(hid 42-6ugl H(HS5SW, 1976
eLp6VLD GEFFEHSLILILLED6EL.

Quiflu @kh&lw smesrouilev

Simefwev Gluwiy Ardeotis nigriceps; IUCN flensv L& e Ld
SleumilliL]eimengl; euetTelevral(g, (LUMgsmLiL]) &L, 1972-
@6t S LeuensueT |. Frggerug mesflest LombHleull Limeme;
UGS TLIL @60 L(HEE 60D G1ZWIEFm6VLDIfl65T &FITLD;
SITJ LITeM6VEUEDTLD LMHMILD LITeneveUesT CaHEW LLRIsST @m|Hs
CamLenLS6T.
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New checklist records 3,261 flowering plant species in the Agasthyamalai Biosphere
Reserve

sevglwnensy 2 uNFECemme SILILSSSH6v 3,261 LLEELD STl )6sTmhIs6lT eTesTm)] LjFHwl LILIgUIen

usley ClFWHMmEI
Event date / hlsLpe| Cag): 21 September 2026 (checklist published in Plant Science Today, September 2026)

A new checklist of the flowering plants of the Agasthyamalai Biosphere Reserve, reported on 21 September
2026, records 3,261 species, 26 subspecies and 28 varieties — belonging to 1,139 genera and 190
families. The inventory was compiled by the Jawaharlal Nehru Tropical Botanic Garden and Research
Institute (JNTBGRI), Palode, Thiruvananthapuram, and published in the journal Plant Science Today. The most
species-rich family is Fabaceae (349 taxa), followed by Rubiaceae (194), Poaceae (193) and Orchidaceae
(168). 1,018 taxa (31.2%) are endemic to India and 245 are steno-endemic, that is, restricted to a very narrow
area. 347 taxa are shared with Sri Lanka, evidence of the old land connection across the Palk Strait. The authors
recommend ex-situ conservation, seed banks, restoration of degraded forest patches and the inclusion of
climate-change adaptation in management plans. The reserve spans Tirunelveli and Kanniyakumari
districts of Tamil Nadu and Thiruvananthapuram and Kollam districts of Kerala, making the finding directly
relevant to Tamil Nadu.

21 QeULLUIf 2026 oisttm| Cleusflwmest Sisevglwinenev 2 uflijeGaHmsIT SmLILISSH65T L5 &0

SITEUTEIS ETh&TeT LW UL lguisy, 1,139 Guiflestrigssit Hmib 190 (5 HlIburisenens CFjHs 3,261
@\6vTRIS6IT, 26 51601650 @)6TTEIG 6T, 28 6UMSHHEN6EITLI L6 CIFISI6TeNG|. @bHSLI LILIgUieney H)(HeUesTihSL|JLD
umGeviTig6v 2 6iT6IT WeuamFeVITev Crb(H ClEULILILDETTITL 6V HTeuFaliev LLBIST LDMMILD oy, ymuil&s [HlmielesTid
(JNTBGRI) swriflsg Plant Science Today @ sL6l6v GleusluiLL gl SiHs @)6vTRIS06TS GlamesoTL (& (HILDLLD
coLIGLIFICW (349); o1(h5a8! epLNCWHFCW (194), GUTCGWHIGW (193), &, TEHHGCLFAGW (168). 1,018 auemss6iT
(31.2%) @pSHwmes6s 2 flwensy; 245 las GmISIW LGS &) LHIGW 2 flw 6v6LCerT-6TesoTClL LS8 eLEmSHSH6T.
347 sust & 86T @evmienasuLsst LE TULI(H S sTmest. QeuefluilL urgsmiy, eflens eumifseir, FFPlHa 6U6sTL
LGS semer LG (H 5560 LHMILD GoeuTesTenlds S LRiS660 Smeviblemev MMM &aeusnLoLienL C&Figg60
SpFlwemeu LIflhglem e (heTemer. @&aTlLsD SLIPHBTLIgsst H)(HoHevGeued), &edtesflwimELorf
wreulLrugefley|b, CoyengSlest H)(HeuesThsL T, C1&MeVEVLD LmeUL L kg erfley|b LiFellusTers).

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gsia| (p&Hlws &mMILIL&6T
* 3,261 species + 26 subspecies + 28 varieties, in 1,139 genera and 190 families.
3,261 QevTIG6IT + 26 FlemevoT @)6vTrISH 6T + 28 auenss&6iT; 1,139 GuiflesTrmigsit, 190 (5 (HILOLIEIS6IT.

e Compiled by JNTBGRI, Palode (Thiruvananthapuram); published in Plant Science Today.
JNTBGRI, unGsurr() ($(peusstibsLyid) swniflssal; Plant Science Today @ g6 Qleusflui().

Richest families: Fabaceae 349, Rubiaceae 194, Poaceae 193, Orchidaceae 168.

SIH & @)6TTRISHET: colGLIFICW 349, epNGCWHAGW 194, GUTCWHFCW 193, g FeHHGLFCW 168.

1,018 taxa (31.2%) endemic to India; 245 steno-endemic; 347 shared with Sri Lanka.

1,018 susmss6ir (31.2%) @b&Hwme 568 2 flenel; 245 66l CeTm-6TesoTClLLE&; 347 @)6Vrhien & u|L6sT

Clumg6uTeTTEREL.

« Recommendations: ex-situ conservation, seed banks, restoration of degraded patches, climate-
adaptation in management plans.
ufbglenraser: GleusfluilL LngIsmLiL, aNlems euriSlseir, FTHHS LGS sener LB Lev, GLoeumessremios,
S Lmis6rflev Hmevblensvs &8 6UemLDLIL].

e The reserve lies in Tirunelveli and Kanniyakumari (Tamil Nadu) and Thiruvananthapuram and Kollam

(Kerala).

srlusLb H(HoImevGeued), settesflwm@oif] (SLIWHTH) HMID H(HeussTHSL T, Clasmsveuld (G ysmm)
LOMEUL L EIS6TT160 2 6iT6g;).
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Static GK Connect

Agasthyamalai Biosphere Reserve

Designated by India in 2001; added to UNESCO’s World
Network of Biosphere Reserves in 2016. Area about
3,500 sq km; highest peak Agastya Mala, 1,868 m.
Contains Kalakad Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve (Tamil
Nadu) and the Shendurney, Peppara and Neyyar sanctuaries
(Kerala). Home of the Kani tribe.

Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme

Launched by UNESCO in 1971. A biosphere reserve has three
zones - core, buffer and transition. India has 18
biosphere reserves, of which 12 are on the UNESCO world
network. The first in India was the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve
(1986).

Western Ghats

One of the world’s eight ‘hottest hotspots’ of biological
diversity; inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in
2012. Runs about 1,600 km from the Tapi valley to
Kanniyakumari across six States. Highest peak Anamudi
(2,695 m), Kerala; highest in Tamil Nadu is Doddabetta
(2,637 m).

SsevSlwieney 2 uflijeECamer SmLiLIgLD

@mbélwmeursy 2001-@6v HMlel&asLLLLE]; 2016-G)60

W QesrenvCammeilest 2 6v8 2 uNFeGa& 6T SILILISG
suemevWIEnLOLILN6v @lemetoTassILILLG|. LFLiL &wrf 3,500
g.8.18.; 2 wihs Harn sevdlw ensv, 1,868 LS.
H6ns&M(H) (PEBITLHGHIeMM L|601&6T SIS (SUDHT(H)
OMILD C\a%HGIFeso], CULILITTT, GIBUIWIT] &J6soTTeV I MhIg6T
(GasiperT) @60 SILMIGLD. Himessfl LIPS Lguleorifleor
eumLpeslLLD.

wesflgen|b 2 uflijsGsmen(wid (MAB) S)LLID
wClesrevGam 1971-@)6v Qs LRSS Wg). 2 uNFsCamer
STULSSSE60 6010, @\6DIL WIS, LOTMM)] 6T60T CLP6ITM)]

LD6BITL 6VMBIGET. @bHWmalsh 18 2 uljesGasmen
STLULSBIGENT; 3euMmIsT 12 wjGlerTeGasm eusnsvwismLoLiLNey
2 6iTemesTt. @ HSHITaN6IT (LPSH6L STLILISLD HevEslifl

2 uNFsGsmer smLLsL (1986).

Cum (55 CI5TLIEHF emevs6iT

2 eu&ler 6TL () ‘LB1& & (GLT6sT Hevrderflev’ epettmi; 2012-
@6v W GlesTeGE T 2 6v& L LMFUflWS Sermwns Life|. S0
LI6T6IE & Més k) 60) (b & SedTesfl Mm@l eueny 4 m|
wrhlevrigefley swomy 1,600 &).15. Herd. 2 wWiHs H&rid
SLement(plg (2,695 1B), Cayer; SIDHTLIYE) 2 WFHSS!
QsmiLOulLm (2,637 15).
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Pilot phase of NIRMaL Sagar, India’s first integrated marine-litter tracking framework,
launched at Visakhapatnam

@Hwmailest (LpSH6v ¢ (IHMEIHEN6ETITHS HL6V &L16) &6voTSHM6vofILIL] HLL6BIDLILITEDT ‘[HLO6V FM&I”
(westGenrimy LD eNFTSHLILIL 19651556V O\STLE 51D
Event date / hlsLpe| Ca&): Pilot launched 19 September 2026 (reported 21 September 2026)

The pilot phase of NIRMaL Sagar — the National Initiative for Remediation of Marine Litter — was launched
at the Andhra University Auditorium, Visakhapatnam, on 19 September 2026, and was widely reported on
21 September 2026. It is described as India’s first integrated marine-litter tracking framework. Under it,
the Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS), Hyderabad, will combine ocean
modelling, satellite remote sensing, artificial intelligence and machine learning to identify, monitor and
forecast marine-litter hotspots. The pilot seeks to trace the sources of marine plastic litter, track its drift and
movement, map accumulation zones, and develop removal and recycling strategies linked to the circular
economy. It was formally launched by Shri T. Srinivasa Kumar, Secretary, Ministry of Earth Sciences; Dr
Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Earth Sciences, addressed the gathering virtually.
Implementing partners are INCOIS, Andhra University and Vignana Bharati (VIBHA). The launch marked the
conclusion of the week-long Swachh Sagar, Surakshit Sagar 5.0 campaign held from 12 to 19 September
2026. The parent programme was itself launched on World Oceans Day, 8 June 2026.

19 QFiLUF 2026 2i60TM)| 6NFTSLILILIQ6ETS 56V QLHHTLI LI6VSHEN6VEH S8 ISV HIFLO6V FM&T — L6V
sl B&555MHemeT CaHlws S LGS 6T (PTG s SLLLD GHTLRISUULLS]; 21 Q&lLbUF 2026 6T
@&l uFeususg ClESHlwmerg|. @& @bHlwmailest (PH6v @ (HmISenestTHE &HL6V Hifla] &6voTs MevoflLiL]
SLLEDIOLIL] 6T60T SeDP&ESLILIHISIMG|. @SH6TELD enamsFTLTS6v 2 6iTer @IhHw CaHFW HL6V HaHeuev
Gaemeusseir smowild (INCOIS), sL6v IS flwms s, ClFWmenssCasmeT 615 mensvu|esrie, ClFwmens
Hl65oT6vaTNY 6 LOMMILD @YWIh SIS HMHM6V Y EWeumenm @ enesnsg HL6V sLfley (GHallwev LG Hlesenerns
HeTLM b Sev0T8Mes0l15H 8| (esTerTmeNls L. L6V LNemmelg s SLflal6iT eLPEVBISEIT, Bi560T hEsTeY, (el
LD6BITL 6VIBIGH 6T S WLILMEDME SH6toTLM B!, SHLPMEILI CILITIHETTSTI5HEIL 65T @)61633TIHES 3185 MM6V LOMMILD
LMISIPMHEF 2 SHSHen6IT 2 (H6UTEG6UG| CHT&Hs0. LLeumlailliisy HenwasaFss Clewevmery S 1. Fevfleurms
(BT (PDUWTHS GISHTLMEIE neUSSTT; SHSH W @en6tr HeOEFFT (FEWFenasl GlummiliL) LrsLy 2SCsmS T
& sr6lewmed) euflwing 2 enywimmmlermy. GlFwsvL(bHl&gID LkismeflgsT: INCOIS, & bSHFLI LISV&H606VEH LD,
6191(ep(spmeot LMy (VIBHA). 12-19 Q&ULbLIF 2026 616n ] HenL6lLMHM SHITUIENLOE SL6V, LITG|STLILITET &L6V
5.0 QG556 Hlemmeurs @bheHs C\HTLESHD HeDLHSHG).

KEY EXAM POINTS - Ggje (p&HWws @l s6iT

* NIRMaL Sagar = National Initiative for Remediation of Marine Litter; pilot launched at Visakhapatnam on
19 September 2026.

576v FMsf = HL6V sBifley BesHEHMaemesT CaHFlws HILLID; (PesTCermies &L 19 GQlEFlLuF 2026 2i6Tm)
aNFTsLILLI6sTSH 6V CHTLSSHLD.

* Uses ocean modelling, satellite remote sensing, Al and machine learning to map marine-litter hotspots.
sL6v LIS, CFWMensssGasmsT Gl menevwesriea], Al, @uibHrs SMHMe eLPeVLD SL6V SLl6y
&NW6Y LIGHSH)&H6T 6U6DITLILLDTES6V.

e Implemented by INCOIS (Hyderabad) with Andhra University and Vignana Bharati (VIBHA).

INCOIS (emamsymuns), QbHTl LevsenevsaLpsid, aflehshmsst LMy (VIBHA) GlawsuL(hs g leTment.

* Launched by T. Srinivasa Kumar, Secretary, Ministry of Earth Sciences; Dr Jitendra Singh addressed
virtually.
uaumlellwev gienwsass ClFweunsmiy lg. Fesfleuns (GLOMT 6\HTLEIE 0eusHTT; LTSLY 21CsHhE Iy Hki
&TGl6wTTed) 2 631,

¢ Marked the conclusion of Swachh Sagar, Surakshit Sagar 5.0 (12-19 September 2026); parent programme
launched on World Oceans Day, 8 June 2026.

SITUEOIDE HL6V, LITGISTLILIT6sT &L6V 5.0 (12-19 GlaliLbuy 2026) Blemme; STls SHLLLD 2 6V8:8 &L V6T
56T, 8 296t 2026 2{65TM)| CIHTLMAISLILLLS).
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Static GK Connect

INCOIS

Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services,
established 1999, located at Pragathi Nagar, Hyderabad
(Telangana); an autonomous body under the Ministry of
Earth Sciences. It runs the Indian Tsunami Early Warning
Centre (ITEWC) and issues Potential Fishing Zone (PFZ)
advisories and ocean state forecasts.

Ministry of Earth Sciences

Union Minister of State (Independent Charge): Dr Jitendra
Singh. Institutions under it include the India Meteorological
Department (IMD), the National Institute of Ocean
Technology (NIOT), Chennai, the National Centre for
Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR), Goa, and the Indian
Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM), Pune. The Deep
Ocean Mission is its flagship.

Marine litter and SDG 14

Sustainable Development Goal 14 - Life Below Water
targets a significant reduction in marine pollution, particularly
from land-based activities, by 2025. World Oceans Day is 8
June. India banned identified single-use plastic items from 1
July 2022 under the Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016.

INCOIS (@BbHw CaHlw sL6v Baseu6v Gaemeu s 6T
63)LOWILD)

1999-@\6v HMIeULILLLG|; 6MOMSFTLINS (G5 6VkIsTesTIT)
Nys&) maiflev Sienwha6Terg; LLeunlailwiey

MW EF&HHH)6tT SetTeorTL & HlmieuesTd. @b&HW GrevTmLs)
(WetTElenTEFflGHenss enwwsHens (ITEWC) Quis@GHna);
gngSlwiomest LsorLIig 6voTL6V (PFZ)
ACEVITFENEITHEMEITILLD &L6V [Flensy (LedTeoTm) LIS 606U LD
BULPTEIGHE MG

ueupilefluiev 9em&asLD

&S W @en6ttT SeMWEFSFT (FCWFamEL ClummLiL]): LT&LIy
2B1CxHH T FAml. @hHw eumesflensy gy ula] emwwid (IMD),
Caélw sL6v QI miflevmil L Fimieusstid (NIOT), Q&esTemenT,
Ca#lw gi(Heu LMHMIWD &L6V Y, FmiiEFH enwwib (NCPOR),
Casmeum, @rbHw CleuLiLILD6ETITL 6V 6umesilemev &, ymiies &l
Bimieusstid (IITM), LGewor oy flWiensu @) &6t LD 2 6iT6rewT.
SLLP&L6Y SILLID (PSH65Tenog S LID.

&L6L s1fle|b SDG 14-1b

hlemevwimest susij&&) @levss (8 14 - H(HE&s19ull6v 6UMLDEY,
GMILLTE Hlevld FMiHE ClFWsvLIM(HIS6TTey eFMLI(HID SL6V
OT&HUTLENLE S60flFLONMSHS (§60MLILIENS @605 5T88
QlEMeTITL 5. 2. 6V8:8 SL6VS6IT IHIT6T ggeit 8. LNeMm6ivI 5
81016 Geumesaremio 69\ &6T, 2016-@6T &H1p 1 ggOemev 2022
(LPSEV S{EMLITETLD SM6soTLILILL 6 (Ih(LPemM LIW6sTL(h&SILD
MNermmevigss CIUMHLEETHEE QHSHIWIT SevL NS &5
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POLITY & GOVERNANCE - 9igflwevenioliL] & o L&)

NHAI issues new guidelines for design and development of access-controlled high-speed
National Highways

s 56V SL(HLUUBHSSLULL 3HCeus GaHlw Gl (h) (ehEmemevseiflest aulgauenioLiLg @ NHAI LHlw
suflasm(hasvasens GCleusfluiliLg)
Event date / hlsLpe| CaH): 21 September 2026

The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) released ‘Guidelines for Design and Development of
Access-Controlled High-Speed National Highways’ on 21 September 2026. Until now no separate standards
existed for such corridors other than expressways, which caused wide variation in Detailed Project Reports
(DPRs). The guidelines apply to all upcoming 4-lane and 6-lane Greenfield and Brownfield access-controlled
National Highways and are aligned with the roadmap for 50,000 km of access-controlled High-Speed
Corridors under Viksit Bharat 2047. Lane configuration and land width are standardised by projected traffic: up
to 15,000 vehicles — 4-lane highway with 4-lane structures in a 60 m width; 15,000-25,000 - 4-lane highway
with 6-lane structures in 70 m; 25,000-40,000 — 6-lane highway with 6-lane structures in 70 m. The guidelines
mandate interchanges with ramps where the corridor meets expressways, National Highways, State Highways
and major arterial roads, and at links to ports, airports, Multi-Modal Logistics Parks (MMLPs), industrial
areas and major tourist destinations. They also require advance notification of entry and exit points so
that users can navigate access and egress safely.

21 QEULLUl 2026 26T @bHw CaHFlw Glb(H (EhFTen6v Sy ensserwid (NHAI) ‘9isom) 560
sLHUUHSSUIULL 915 Gaus Cadlw ClIm(H) (Eh&FTemevs6iflesT aulgeusnLOLiL] LMMILD CLoDLIML (H &8 mesT
suflamL(hasvsenen’ GleuafulLg|. alenre saTensuasT ST @)65H605W UL &L I8 EHS G5 &65185
STHleneVs6T @ gIalenr @eveurssmev afifleumest HLL Snjlsenssaserflev (DPR) GlLihD Coumum(b&6iT ermLILL 6o
@ 6ueULAl& T (HBH6V&6T 6UTaT (HEELD HeM6sTs G| 4-6ulfl LMHMILD 6-6uLfl LISemLoLIL|6v LDMMILD LIYLIL|LIL|6V
30860 &L HILUBSSLILLL CaHFlw QB [H(EHFTEn6VSEHS G L CLM(HHSIWD; efl&Hs umys 2047-@)est £ip 50,000
&\.15. 9156V SLHILLHSSLILLL HHCous ULl LBISEIT 6T6TM &)L L6LEDTELET @) 606501 HSHEM6L.

GUITE &HUTSHSI Siememeult GlummIsag| euLfl SiemLLILD Hlev H&sevp SrLIL(HSSLILIHE ssTmesr: 15,000
6UMTESEBTIEIG 6T 660 — 4-6uLfl GlB () (Eh&FTem6V, 4-6uLfl &L LenLoLiL|&6T, 60 LB 9is6eub; 15,000-25,000 - 4-6ulf)

QB[ EhFTem6L, 6-6ULfl &L LemoLiL|&s6T, 70 LS; 25,000-40,000 — 6-61L0) GlB () (EHEFTEM6V, 6-6uLf &L LemLIL|E6T, 70
5. eNemye samenevser, GCHE W Gb(H EHFTENEVSET, LMHlEV Gl ([H (EHFTEMEVEET, (P&EIW @)en6TITLIL|E FTeN6VS 6T
FhH &G @LEIS6TID, HlEOM(PSHHEIS6T, aTNLOM6sT [Hl6M6VWILISE6IT, LIGST(LPS &6meumLLI L kigsnsaeT (MMLP),
QM MHLIEGH &6, (PHHWE SDHMI6VTS &6VIEIS (6ThHESHITEsT &) 6m6uoTLiL|S6r 6| FifleyLl LITen &85 (6THL 65T FalglLl
FH S S6IT S LTWILD.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Ggije p&&HWws @l s6iT

* Issued by NHAI on 21 September 2026; applies to access-controlled National Highways other than
expressways.

21 GleuLbuly 2026 ojsttm NHAI Qsusflui(h); eflemyeysamensvssit 5691 (a0 560 &L (HLUUHISSLILLL CHE W
QIBH) (EHEFTEM6VE (ETHE (& L1 CILIM(HIHSILD.

e Traffic-based standardisation: =15,000 - 4-lane / 60 m; 15,000-25,000 - 4-lane with 6-lane structures /70
m; 25,000-40,000 - 6-lane / 70 m.

GUITE &HoUTSHE SigliLienLuilev HrLLHSHH60: =15,000 - 4-aulfl / 60 L5; 15,000-25,000 - 4-eulfl + 6-6ulfl
&L LenoliL] / 70 15; 25,000-40,000 - 6-auifl / 70 15.

* Mandatory interchanges with ramps at crossings with expressways, NHs, State Highways and major arterial
roads.
aflemre|&amenevasT, CHEW Gl (H EhFTEMEVEET, M6V GIB(H (EHFTENEVEST, (WEHSIWEF FTenevseT FHHILLN6L &ifleLl
LITe0 58 (6THL 65T &Ih&ILIL|S6IT S LTWILD.

» Connectivity provisions for ports, airports, MMLPs, industrial areas and major tourist destinations.
slenm(WP&HMHIS6IT, aflmest Hlenevwiriger, MMLP-g6iT, Q& mSlMHLIG S &6, (&S WE shmievrs
8 6VIE185(6Th&(8) ©)6n6toTLIL] eFMLIM(h 6.
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* Aligned with the roadmap for 50,000 km of access-controlled High-Speed Corridors under Viksit Bharat

2047.

aN&:&g Lmys 2047-Q)ett £1p 50,000 £).15. HCeus ULl &L MBISSEIT 6T65TM HLLEUHTELLEIT @)6D6T0THSHE!-

* Requires advance notification of entry and exit points for safe access and egress.

umgsriLmesT misnpe|-GCleuslCummsSHnans mienle], GleusflGumid @)L miseneT (WeiT&a 9Bl mlalss

GeuesoT(HILD.
Static GK Connect

NHAI

Constituted under the National Highways Authority of
India Act, 1988; became operational in February 1995;
headquarters at Dwarka, New Delhi. It functions under the
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH),
headed by Union Minister Shri Nitin Gadkari.

National Highways of India

National Highways carry about 40% of road traffic on
roughly 2% of the road network. The longest National
Highway is NH-44 (Srinagar to Kanniyakumari). NH-48 passes
through Tamil Nadu on the Chennai-Bengaluru corridor.
Bharatmala Pariyojana is the umbrella highway
development programme.

Roads in the Constitution

National Highways are Entry 23 of the Union List; roads
other than National Highways fall under Entry 13 of the State
List; mechanically propelled vehicles are Entry 35 of the
Concurrent List.

NHAI (@b Hw CaHw Gl (H(EhFTEM6V 2,651653TWILD)
@S CxA W GIH([H) (EHFMEMEV ,606v0TWIE FLLID, 1988-
@etr S SjenwsHsLILLLE; Npeurfl 1995-@)6v
QEweHLITL(H&(E UbHSS]; HEN6VENLOWISLD HIUNFEHIT, L|S]
£l6v6V). FmemevLl GLITE (56urS g1 LMHMILD G (H(Eh&FTEm6n
SlenwEsssHH6sT (MORTH) £ QUGS ME]; SEDWEFT
A HHsir s,

@nHlwumelest CoFlw Qb (h) (€& Tevr16VE: 6T

FIMe06V 6UMEVIIENLOLILIN6V &M 2% L (HGL @) (HHSTEVILD
GCaHw G H ErFTen6VE6T 40% Fmemevll CUITE (&6UTSHens
gméssTmet. [Hemomest CaHE W Qb (H Ehameney NH-44 (Libbasiy
W&6L Settes LM Loifl 6ueniy). NH-48 G\ & 6tTem 6076 LM e6TH (I
UGS EHHV SLOIDBTLEOLE HLSSMG]. LITFESLOTEVIT
uflGwimggesT (P& 65TemLD OB (H (Eh&Tem6v GLOUTL(H& SHILLLD.

S|rFlwevenLililev Fmemevse6iT

CaHlw QI (h) (EhEFMEEVEEIT - seeTMIWILI LILLgULI6) 2 6T6IT(H)
23; Caflw GIB(H) (EHFTENEVEET SIEV6VITE FTENEVEET — LOMBl6VL
ULl lgwiey 2 eiteif(H) 13; @uibHFs 5 mev @IS &L ([HID
UG EBTIRIS6IT - GlLIMGIL LIl iguley 2 6imerf() 35.
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Amit Shah to inaugurate the 3rd National Conference of Heads of Anti-Narcotics Task
Forces

Cumem s LIGILIM(H6IT H(HILILLI Lessfl& (5108 Hemeveuijsserflest 3-aug| Gl w MBILenL LS agqIr
Q5 mLmIH) emeusHE\MTy
Event date / hlsLpe| CaH): Announced 21 September 2026; conference held 22-23 September 2026

It was announced on 21 September 2026 that Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation Shri Amit Shah
would inaugurate the 3rd National Conference of Heads of Anti-Narcotics Task Forces (ANTF) of States
and Union Territories in New Delhi on 22 September 2026. The two-day conference, on 22 and 23
September, is organised by the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) on the theme ‘United Resolve, Shared
Responsibility’, and brings together the ANTF heads of 36 States and Union Territories. Deliberations centre
on the targets set in the Vision Document on Narcotics Control (2026-2029), built on four strategic pillars —
enforcement, intelligence and operations; control of precursors and synthetic drugs; demand and harm
reduction; and capacity building and coordination. Eight technical sessions are scheduled, including
‘Dismantling Network Linkages and Cartels’, ‘Precursors, Synthetic Drugs and Clandestine Laboratories’,
‘Destruction of lllicit Cultivation and Alternate Cropping’ and ‘Darknet and Crypto Investigation’. The Home Minister
will also release anti-drug television commercials, lay the foundation stones of nhew NCB zonal complexes at
Lucknow and Dehradun, felicitate the best-performing State/UT ANTF and launch the revamped NCB website. The
framing is the Government’s three-pronged approach of supply reduction, demand reduction and harm
reduction towards a Drug-Free India.

21 QlElLbuF 2026 Ii6tTm), WSS 2 6TgImM LHMID Fal (HMey HenEET H)(IH LS apm 22 ClFLILLbLF 2026
36T L& Hlevedluflev wmblevrasseit wmmib uesflwest 1NyCssmiseflest GUTemsLIGILIM(H6IT &HILILL

uewsfles &2 (ANTF) semeveuijssiflsst 3-aug) Ca W OMBHTLENLS C1HTLHEIS eneULILIT] 6T6sT HMleNSHSLILILLS).
22, 23 GlFlLuf Y& W @)\ BTLE&ST HeoL6lum(b @ bwrprlenL CUmensLiGLmHeT &L (HLumL(HIL
usssflwssid (NCB) ‘epestmiul L 2 M), U rliulL QurmiLiy’ sretm SHLUGLIT(Hefley grmumb) ClFwiglesTeng); 36
wmblevrkigeT MM wssflwest LNFGHemiserflest ANTF S6m606UTEH6T S6VbHg| Gl M6 6T 6T
GumenaLIGILIM(HET &L (HLILTL ()& EmesT LITTsneu 24,66sTLd (2026-2029) HlyesoTuils 5 66T @) 608 & 8G6m
Wp&EIW 69l6uTs LI GILIM(HET. @\S6T BT60T(E 258 HITTITEH6T: LDEVITEELD, 2 61T61| 555616V LM M]LD
IBL6UI9.86M8861T; (P6dTGeaTmig 1 QlLIMIHL&6T LMHMID ClFwmens GUTenaLIGILIMIH6T SL(HILILT(H); CHemeu
LMHMID HriE) GenmLL; Hlmest Gobum@) MHMID HRILlenesoTLL. 6TL(H 15 TLS6LHILLI ey s 6T
SILLBIL LI (Hl6TemesT. SHem&FFT 6v8Georr LMHMID GLyT(Hevflsv Ll NCB LD6TITL 6V 6U6ITITES 5185 (6TH 8 (8
Slg & &6V BTl (Heury; Fmbhg C\Fwevdmesr QasmesorL mHlev/wy.1N. ANTF-golt iyl (Hleury; LgitiNssliute NCB
©)EETTILISH6THN S5 GISHTLIEIS 6mEULILITT.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&Hlws UL 86T

* 3rd National Conference of ANTF Heads, New Delhi, 22-23 September 2026; announced on 21 September.
ANTF geneveauiseiflest 3-eugl Go&w wABI[H), g SHsvedl, 22-23 GQEFLULLDUIF 2026; 21 G\FLUILDUIT S6sTm)
Siplefiy.

* Theme: ‘United Resolve, Shared Responsibility’; organised by the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB).
SHUCUM(RET: ‘pesTmIULL 2 M), uSFuulL Qurmuy’; CurengLGLNH6T &L (HUUTL(HU Usssflwsd
(NCB) gum(.

* ANTF heads of 36 States and Union Territories participate; eight technical sessions.

36 wrhlevmiseT mMILD uLesflwest LNyCasamisserflest ANTF Sensveufgsst LmIGCHML; 6TL(H ClamLlsvmILLI
S|LDIJ6LB61T.

* Focus on the Vision Document on Narcotics Control (2026-2029) and its four strategic pillars.
GumensLIGILM(H6T &L (HILILTL(H& S TesT LITFeneu Q,6u650TLD (2026-2029) LoMHMILD 4S65T HT6T(S 2-55)
SIT6VBTSH6IT 60ILOWILD.

* Foundation stones to be laid for new NCB zonal complexes at Lucknow and Dehradun.

6v&:Geor, GLyM(Hevfl6v Ll NCB Lo633TL 6V 6UETTS IS (6THE (8 3119.586.
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* Government approach: supply reduction, demand reduction and harm reduction towards a Drug-Free India.

SITFletT e (& Wenn: MNHIGWITSS GHemmLiL], CHemeus GenmLiL], HkiESE HenmLiL] - CUTengsWMHM

@bHuT Gase.

Static GK Connect

Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB)

Constituted on 17 March 1986 under Section 4(3) of the
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS)
Act, 1985; headquarters New Delhi; functions under the
Ministry of Home Affairs. It is India’s apex drug-law-
enforcement and intelligence agency.

NDPS Act, 1985

Enacted to give effect to Article 47 of the Constitution
(Directive Principle: the State shall endeavour to prohibit
consumption of intoxicating drinks and drugs injurious to
health) and to India’s obligations under the UN conventions of
1961, 1971 and 1988. It was amended in 1988, 2001, 2014
and 2021.

Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan (NMBA)

Launched on 15 August 2020 by the Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment; it covers the demand-
reduction side, complementing the NCB’s enforcement role.
NCORD is the four-tier narco-coordination mechanism of the
Ministry of Home Affairs.

CumengLIGlIUM(H6T sL(HUUTL(HIL usssflwsib (NCB)
Cumen s LIGILIM(H6IT LOMHMILD LD6BTIEEm6V LOMMH M) LD
QumpLsseiT (NDPS) &L L1b, 1985-@\eor LN1fley 4(3)-@)6tr 1
17 wrjg 1986-@)6L Sien&ESLILLLS|; H6N6VEnLOWISLD LS
£)60L6V); 2 6ITHIMM HEMDEFEFHSH6T £1D @ WIkIGHE M.

NDPS &L L1b, 1985

SiTFlwevenioLilgest x5 g 47 (2 LeVBHvSSH MG Gs(h
aflemermailss &L GLITeng LI LIMesTRIs6T, GLITen g L6l LIm(mLs6rfl6oT
HIBTen6US Sl ClFwiw OiT& (pwmE&Hs Geustor(hLd) LMHMILD
1961, 1971, 1988 ./61. LILIHSMISET 6T &L6nL&em6T
HlemmCeumm @WIMMLILILL ).

BRI (W&S LUMTS SiLNlwimest (NMBA)

15 gys6VL 2020 9i6tTm)| &Fewss HH) MHMILD
HanywerflliL] genwaasd CsmLn&lwg); NCB-@\er
SIEVTSHSHL LI6uol8(E8 GlenesTwme: C&eneuss @ enmLiLLl
L&&H5H0S 2 6TemL&&g|. NCORD 2 6T56mm
SIEDDEFE S S 60T BT6OT(E) 21 (h&(E CLITensLI6ILIm(HeT

R (HMBIEH6D6TBTLIL| H6MILOLIL.

Department of Justice holds regional workshop in Goa under the DISHA 2.0 Scheme

DISHA 2.0 FLLgHlsir &1p Cameunailev 555 816mM LO6voTL6VLI LIUTl6VITEI(S,
Event date / fi&Lpe Ca&): 21 September 2026

The Department of Justice, Ministry of Law and Justice, organised a regional workshop under the DISHA
2.0 Scheme on 21 September 2026 at the University Auditorium of the India International University of
Legal Education and Research (IIULER) in South Goa. DISHA stands for ‘Designing Innovative Solutions
for Holistic Access to Justice’. Its second phase, DISHA 2.0, is a Central Sector Scheme with 100% central
funding, an outlay of ¥255 crore, covering the period 1 April 2026 to 31 March 2031. It has four components:
Tele-Law (free pre-litigation legal advice through Common Service Centres), Nyaya Bandhu (pro bono legal
services), the Legal Literacy and Legal Awareness Programme (LLLAP), and VIDHI-Sanjeevani, an Al-
enabled monitoring platform. The chief guest was the Governor of Goa, Shri Pusapati Ashok Gajapathi Raju;
Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal, Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Law and Justice, also took
part. The programme featured the best entries from the ‘Nyaya Prabodh: Awakening to Justice - Know Your
Rights in 90 Seconds’ campaign and live interaction with Tele-Law beneficiaries, panel lawyers, Village Level

Entrepreneurs (VLEs) and Nyaya Sahayaks.

21 QEULLbUF 2026 oi6tTm)| Clg 6T Cameumailev 2 6Tem @bH W FFeuGHEF FLLE Hevail LDMMILD QY FmISFFL
L6L&Eem6VESPSSS6T (IIULER) 9irmi&ley, FLLLD wHmi B enwesssSlesr bS5 gienm DISHA 2.0
SLLG HetT HL1p evsTLevL1 Luflevymiens HLSH WG| DISHA er6tTLIg)| ‘I5E5) &8 M6eBT (Lp (LD 6MLOWIT6BT
D6T0) | THEV| S BHITEVT L|SH BT 5 HIT61 5606 6LI96U6DILDEH6V 6TeTLINSS (&M SHSM&|. @\FesorLimid &L L omest DISHA
2.0, 100% wsHw HifluseNujLest Falgwl SH WS Glenms SILLLD; HlF) 565H T255 Camg; smeub 1
eJLIF6L 2026 (Lp56v 31 ome 2031 6L6n . @)S60T HIT6T(S FamiseT: GlLedl-eum (ClLITg|F Caemeu 6nLOWIMKIS6T
6uLBIWITE 6ULPE (&5 () (PHMSIL @leveud FLL yCevmgenesT), WM LbHE] (eardlwiomm &FLLE Caeneuser), FLLE
sevailwmley HmID eNPliLjessrieys S LD (LLLAP), ommib CFWMHens HesoresoTniey FMTHe &6voTsmesilLiL|g
semmest 6N -&Ep&Feussfl. FpLiL aNmHHeoTrme Cameum g EmHBT S)(H LS HCFTES QLS FIEge s60bHS)
Q& mevorLy; FLLLD HmID I5HS5HIemm @enesor Semw&EEFT (HGWEFens L CILMMILIL]) SH(IH S{FEI65T [FITLD

Go&eumev LIKICHEHMT.
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KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&Hws &mILIL 86T

* DISHA = Designing Innovative Solutions for Holistic Access to Justice; workshop at IIULER, South Goa, on

21 September 2026.

DISHA = [5£)&&T6BT (Lp(LD6MLOWITEBT S 680)| 560|856 L|SHSHTE5E5HE H61 5606l 611366008 5H60; LILN6VrThI(E

IIULER, @g6tt Gommeum, 21 GQFLLibuy 2026.

* DISHA 2.0: Central Sector Scheme, 100% central funding, outlay ¥255 crore, period 2026-2031.

DISHA 2.0: wsHws gleoms SILLD, 100% waHlw B, 5155 H T255 Gamy, smeub 2026-2031.

e Four components: Tele-Law, Nyaya Bandhu, LLLAP and VIDHI-Sanjeevani (Al-enabled monitoring platform).

IBT63T(8) Fa.MI&6T: GIL6S)-6um, Hlwimw Lbhgl, LLLAP, eN\&)-&@pFauesf] (Al sevoramewflliLg o).

e Chief guest Goa Governor Pusapati Ashok Gajapathi Raju; Arjun Ram Meghwal, MoS (I/C) Law and Justice,

participated.

oLy eNmbSHery Cameum oi,6HbHT FUS) SCsns sggus) prege; FLLID-H5) @ene6soT SienEEIy

(5Cw&Fen &) SiFegeest b Go&eumev LIkiGsmL.

* Tele-Law delivers free pre-litigation advice through Common Service Centres (CSCs) and Village Level

Entrepreneurs (VLES).

QIL60)-6vIT - ClLME& CFemeu snbwirIg6T (CSC) wMHMID Hymp jemailsvmest G mLlev(emestGeurmy (VLE)

6ULIWITE @)6V6LE 6ULPE (& (S (PHEMS W UGV TFEN6T.

e Featured the ‘Nyaya Prabodh: Know Your Rights in 90 Seconds’ campaign and interaction with Nyaya

Sahayaks.

‘Blumw NyGumsg: 90 eNlpmgsseflév 2 miss6T 2 flemwasener MG’ @WISED; HIWLITW FEITW 8 (88 (6THL 65T

H6VHG|60OTWITL6V.
Static GK Connect

Article 39A

Inserted by the 42nd Constitutional Amendment, 1976. It
directs the State to secure that the legal system promotes
justice on a basis of equal opportunity, and to provide free
legal aid so that opportunities for securing justice are not
denied by reason of economic or other disabilities. This is the
constitutional anchor of Tele-Law and Nyaya Bandhu.

Ministry of Law and Justice

It has three departments - the Department of Legal Affairs,

the Legislative Department and the Department of
Justice. Minister of State (Independent Charge): Shri Arjun
Ram Meghwal. Free legal services are delivered statutorily
through NALSA, set up under the Legal Services
Authorities Act, 1987.

Goa

India’s smallest State by area and the 25th State,
attaining statehood on 30 May 1987; capital Panaji. It was
liberated from Portuguese rule through Operation Vijay in
December 1961. Konkani is the official language.

&055] 39A

42-aug5) SiTFlwevenoLIls H)(HSHSW, 1976 ep6uid
CFFHSLILLLG|. FLL eMOLIL| FLO 6UTUILIL] lglILIenL U6V
BHlemw euLpmIs GeuesoT(hlLb eTeTe D, GILIT(HETTSTT {60605
M @WeVTEnLEETTeL [HE) LM SLILILITE @)(HHS @eveus
FLL 2 56 6uLpnig GCeuetoT(hlb 6TeTeLD T&+8(S)

U &TL(HEMS)!.

FLLID mmMID 55 SenDEFEID

ELPEITM)| FIMMEET - FLL efleus s Hlewm, FLLISlwmmi
glenm, EH S HIENM. @)en6tsT HeMEF] (FHEWFnFLI
QumrmILIL): H)H SiFegeest prLd Coseaumsv. FLLE Gaemneu
SL,6065TWIE FLLLD, 1987-@)6tT S1p em&sLILILL NALSA
euflwims @eveus FlLg Caeneuser 6ulpmigsLiL(heeTmeot.

Gameum

urliueTellsy @mbéHlwimedlesr Flaflw omblevid; 30 G 1987
Si6tTm) LOMHl6L BiB&6VG| ClLHM 25-6ug] LMIHleVLD;
HMeVHST LIessTed). 19&F LI 1961-Bl6v a1l [HL 6860185
epevld GUMTSGISEF W o4 FueS) (bl eNHleNssLILILL&].
Qammisessil gl & GlomLf).
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National Steering Committee approves ¥320 crore for the Kurukshetra ITI cluster under
PM-SETU

PM-SETU &S\ LG &6t H1p (8(HCFapSH TN ITI Cl&ns 5185 T320 Camgsnw GaHw 6uLflbL & 5560 (8(L0
An&EsfH55I
Event date / hl&Lpe | G &): 21 September 2026

The National Steering Committee (NSC) approved a Strategic Investment Plan (SIP) worth ¥320 crore for
the Kurukshetra Industrial Training Institute (ITI) Cluster in Haryana on 21 September 2026, under PM-
SETU — Pradhan Mantri Skilling and Employability Transformation through Upgraded ITIs. With this
approval, cumulative PM-SETU investment reaches ¥2,491 crore across 10 ITI clusters. The Anchor Industry
Partner is Jindal Naveen Avsar Limited, which will work with the Government of Haryana. The cluster follows a
hub-and-spoke model covering seven government institutes — the hub is Government ITI, Kurukshetra,
with six spokes: Government ITI (Women) Kurukshetra, Government ITI Kaithal, Government ITI (Women) Kaithal,
Government ITI Pehowa, Government ITI Pabnawa and Government ITI (Women) Ambala City. Funds will go to
infrastructure strengthening, modernisation of training facilities, addition of industry-aligned courses and improving
trainee employability. Shri Jayant Chaudhary, Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Skill
Development and Entrepreneurship, said bringing industry closer to ITls creates stronger employment
pathways. Nationally, PM-SETU has an outlay of ¥60,000 crore to modernise 1,000 government ITIs through 200
hub and 800 spoke ITIs, and to upgrade five National Skill Training Institutes (NSTIs) as sector-specific
National Centres of Excellence.

21 QlFLLbLf 2026 2i6TM] CaHAW euflBLE SV (5L (NSC), PM-SETU — Gubu@BissuuLL ITI-g&siT epeuld
Slmett LMHMILD GauemevsumilLiL MMM S M TeT LNFsLWIT S LS H6sT S aniflwmsstiailsst (8 (HCFansH S FT
QamhHuUNDHH Hlemsvwiss (IT1) Qa&Ms5185E T320 Gamiy wHLNevmet 2 HH &My (WHSL([HS HLL&ens
(SIP) 9m&sf558l. @5enIL 6T PM-SETU-@l6tr Clomss (pseSH 10 ITI Clesnggiserflev ¥2,491 Gamigemuws
TLHEMEI. WPHeTeng GEmflev Limigmsfl gllesorLmev mHelssT SjeusFy eSISICILL; amfluImesTT &L 6oT

@ eneTha| C\FWeeLLIHID. @Q&EC&ETSHS] 65(L0 AHT& IHMI6U6TTEISEN6IT 2 66L& &1 6nLoWILD-2Y F&&m6v (hub-and-
spoke) wrHliflemwits NeTUMHMIS G| — MWD HF& ITI, (& HCFaRSHTIT; M| Y TSHHTEVSH6T: T [T
(&efl}) & HCFRSHHTIT, ST&: Tl 085560, TS [Tl (L&6T) mEBH6v, SiFar: ITI GluGammeur, Siya: [Tl LLlissTmeu,
78 Tl (baefl) Sbumeur Barw. Hlmest Gowum) WMHMILD C1& M6V (LPenssTa] ©)651658T D EIDEFIT
(CwFensL QUML) S\ OQwhs CFensifl, G TLlevgiemmeniL ITI-8EThH8 @) 3i(HEH6L Clamesor(heu(Heug]
6U6Y[6UT60T GeLEMEVEUTIILILILI LITeN&H&HED6IT 2 (IheUME &S MG 6Tesrmmy. CaFlw Sjemailsy PM-SETU-8(8, ¥60,000 Casimig
@558 (H); 200 sniow + 800 gL ssMev ITI-&6IT epeud 1,000 Siys: ITI-s6iT BeSerowinrssliLhHwD; gbal G w
Slmest LUNMH A Himieussrrigssit (NSTI) MLy enwwmigsmTs GDLHSSLILHILD.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (p&&H\ws (GmLIL 86T

* NSC = National Steering Committee; approved a ¥320 crore Strategic Investment Plan for the Kurukshetra
ITI cluster on 21 September 2026.

NSC = GaHlw auflELES6V (8(0; 21 CleuLbuUT 2026 9i6TM)| & (HEFRSSITT ITI C\&T5H515E ¥320 Caimig
2 551emy (P565L[HS SILLLD S mIESTTLD.

* PM-SETU = Pradhan Mantri Skilling and Employability Transformation through Upgraded ITlIs.
PM-SETU = Guwu@hiisuuLL ITI-ssiT epsuld Hlmest wmmib CeusmeveumiiLiLy ommmsSimasmsst LNJsL0iy
SILLID.

¢ Cumulative PM-SETU investment now ¥2,491 crore across 10 ITI clusters.

PM-SETU G5 p568[H 5mGuUTg 10 ITI &g gisefley T2,491 Gasmig.

¢ Hub-and-spoke model: hub is Government ITI, Kurukshetra, with six spoke ITls in Kurukshetra, Kaithal,
Pehowa, Pabnawa and Ambala City.

6BIDWILD - 7886V oM If: emowid & ITI, (& [HCFapSHTT; & (HCFaRSEHTT, 085560, GLIGaDTeUT, LILISTTTEUIT,
SIDLITEVT B&HTSHH6V M| U, F&H M6V ITI-S6iT.
e Anchor Industry Partner: Jindal Naveen Avsar Limited, with the Government of Haryana.

WP&6eTenLg Gl TLflev Lk Terfl: 2dlevoTLiTev HeTesT Sjeus T eONBIGILL; amfluIT6sTT 4[F&rL 60T,

ATHIYAMAN ACADEMY - 8681859181 - Page 12 /51



* National scale: outlay ¥60,000 crore, 1,000 ITIs (200 hub + 800 spoke) and 5 NSTIs as National Centres of

Excellence.

GCaHlw i6me: aI&5ESH T60,000 Gasmig, 1,000 ITI-s6iT (200 snwwibd + 800 g y&&msv), 5 NSTI-&6iT FLiL

60D WITRIGH6ITITS.

Static GK Connect

Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship
(MSDE)

Created in 2014; Minister of State (Independent Charge) Shri
Jayant Chaudhary. ITls are regulated through the
Directorate General of Training (DGT). Its flagship
programme is the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana
(PMKVY), launched in 2015.

Industrial Training Institutes (ITls)

ITIs run the Craftsmen Training Scheme (CTS), begun in
1950; trainees receive the National Trade Certificate (NTC)
after passing the All India Trade Test (AITT) conducted by
the National Council for Vocational Education and
Training (NCVET) framework. Tamil Nadu has one of the
largest ITI networks in the country.

Kurukshetra, Haryana

Kurukshetra is the site of the Mahabharata war and of the
Bhagavad Gita discourse; it hosts the annual International
Gita Mahotsav. Haryana was carved out of Punjab on 1
November 1966; its capital is Chandigarh, a Union Territory
shared with Punjab.

Slmest GoibLm(p) LHMILD CSMLHl6L(LPEMEBTE| SI6BINDEFE LD
(MSDE)

2014-@)\60 2 (HEUTHSLILLLG]; @)en6stT HenWEF] (&HEWwFemnaLl
CummILiL]) Hp C@wihs Cleensifl. LuUNMHF Clung)
@QusEBrs (DGT) sulflwins ITI-geiT
RWEIGUOSSLILHS 6TMET. (P&6sTemns SHLLLD INFSLoF
Qzemag6v eflasmev Guimggestm (PMKVY), 2015-@)6v

QB TL&SLD.

QamANHLUNDHEF Hlenevwirigeir (1TI)

ITl-g6iT 1950-@\60 GlFMLMISLILLL emsseilenesst(ehy LUNMHEH S
SILLEens (CTS) BLSGIHltTm6T; Sihlev QIbHw Q5 miflev
Cayailev (AITT) Cai&d GlLDHmeUTs (EThHsE GaElw Glgmilen
gmesTISL (NTC) supiisliBlEMEI. SLOIPHTL g6V BITLIg60T
BlasUeuflw ITI euemeuwsnLOLILS6Il60 EsTM| 2 6T6Ts)|.

B&BCFaRSH T, amflwimetm

& HCFaRSHH T &BTUMTFSL CUITT BLBS @LLD; L&Heus
Eems 2 nTWITLEY Hl&DHS @\LLD; QesoT(hHlCHTMID FFeuGss
£5T eHTHEFaID HoL6LMEMSI. 1 HeubLy 1966 26Tm)
LEeh&FmN6d (hH& amflwimetm NFl&SLILLLSI; S6060HST
F6voTIg &I, LIEh&MLL6oT LIS FliLhlb wesflwesr LNFCsH&iD.
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DEFENCE & NATIONAL - ungismiL & Ga&lwibd

18th edition of India-Mongolia joint military exercise NOMADIC ELEPHANT commences at
Pithoragarh

@nHWm-wrIGsTeSIwT Fal (h) Fresg|eull LUNMHE ‘Grmomigs 6TedlcoLIcvorL’-@\6sT 18-a1g] LIFLIL]
N5Csmysflev OSML&5LD
Event date / hlsLpe| CaH): 21 September 2026

The 18th edition of the India-Mongolia Joint Military Exercise NOMADIC ELEPHANT commenced at the Foreign
Training Node, Pithoragarh, Uttarakhand, on 21 September 2026. The exercise will run until 3 October
2026. It is an annual platoon-level exercise conducted alternately in India and Mongolia; the previous
edition was held at Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, in mid-2025. Each side is fielding 45 personnel — from the Indian
Army and the Mongolian Armed Forces respectively. The stated aim is to enhance the joint capability of both
contingents to undertake Counter-Insurgency Operations in semi-urban and mountainous terrain under a
United Nations mandate. The training curriculum covers cordon and search operations, room intervention
drills, special heliborne operations, cyber-security training and the employment of drones and counter-
drone systems. Beyond tactical drills, the exercise is designed to build interoperability, bonhomie and camaraderie
between the two armies and to strengthen the wider India-Mongolia defence relationship.

@hHWT-RICHETENWT Fal(h Fremisuls LulHElwimer Comomgs sTedlcoLievoT -@\6tT 18-6ug)| LIS 21
ClFULUY 2026 96T 2 &5T86voTL Wleuid LN&CHTIsFlev 2 siter GleusflBrL(HIL LUNHF emowsHl6v
QamLrglwugl. @Uuuing 3 s56LTUf 2026 susn] HeoL6lLMI(b. @& @bhHlwmailsyib G meSlwmailey|b
) wrm BLESSULHID U655T(HCHTMID HenLGILMID LenLLINfley Siemailsvmsst LUNMHE); (WPHmSW LISILIL|
wrGsmedlwmeilest 2 sumesTuNsflév 2025 BHHILLIEGSH UN6L HeoLCILMMSI. @(HSTUILNEO (HHSID &Hevr 45 eSFijsssir
— @& prssmieaiLd HNID WRIGHETESIW QY,u|HLI LenL&6T — LRGCsHHeTmerT). gos&EW Hm(HessiT
2emeuuilest gy emevoTullest &1 M F-HSFLILM LOMMILD LD6R6VLILINTEISTesT [HlevLiLFLililev Hlemysd erhlyLiL
IBL6UIg S emE M6 CLomGI&TsT(EHLD Fal (hs Hmenest CobL(h&Hgeu6s @ &6tT CHT&HSW. LUNMEL LITLSSILLSH 60
uen6T5 5|5 G (HID HLEUIYEHEMEH 6T, SenME ST EFHH60 LDl &s6iT, FiDLiL ClameSsmLLy
IBL6U1986m8861T, @lemevsTiLl LITGISTLILL LUNDHE woHmib LGymesTas6lr wmmib LGymest T LIL|
SjemwoLiLserflest LiwesTUm(h) Q&6 L MIELD.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gsijey (p&Hlws UL &6iT

¢ 18th edition of NOMADIC ELEPHANT; 21 September to 3 October 2026.

GBmomigs eredlooLisvoTl -@letT 18-6ugl LSIIL; 21 GIFULLIT (PS56V 3 i&GLITLIf 2026 6emT.

* Venue: Foreign Training Node, Pithoragarh, Uttarakhand; conducted alternately in India and Mongolia.
@Lb: QeusfliBTL(HU LUNMHHA emwwid, NSCHTT&T, 2 5575650TL; @bHWM-rIGsTeSlwmailsv wrnj)
BLESILGIEIDS.

* 45 personnel each from the Indian Army and the Mongolian Armed Forces; a platoon-level exercise.
@bHw prssyieud HMID WEIGHETESW Y uSL LiemL&6ifled) (hba Sevr 45 efgFseir; LenL L9 ifley
lemailsvmest LILIDHE.

¢ Aim: Counter-Insurgency Operations in semi-urban and mountainous terrain under a UN mandate.
CBT&HSD: g3.HIT. QY emevoTuilest £1p HenT-HEFTLIL|M, LenevLILIMEIgSTesT Hlev iLpLiNey Hlemgael ety
IHL 656015 5561T.

* Drills: cordon and search, room intervention, special heliborne operations, cyber security, drones and
counter-drone systems.

LWNDH&6T: euenETSHEISH CHLEV, HMME HT6 (5 56Y, FIMLIL] ClameSSTLILI [HLELIY&HenS&H 6T, @)6065oTWLI
unglsmiy, LGymsst mmILD LCymesT 6THFLIL| 6MLOLIL|S6IT.
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Static GK Connect

Pithoragarh, Uttarakhand

A Himalayan border district in the Kumaon division of
Uttarakhand, touching Nepal (across the Kali/Sharda river)
and the China (Tibet) frontier. It is often called the ‘Little
Kashmir’ of Uttarakhand. Uttarakhand was created on 9
November 2000; capital Dehradun; the Adi Kailash and
Om Parvat pilgrimage routes lie in this district.

Mongolia

A landlocked country between Russia and China; capital
Ulaanbaatar; currency togrég. The Gobi Desert lies in its
south. India upgraded ties to a Strategic Partnership in
2015 and describes Mongolia as its ‘spiritual neighbour’
and a third neighbour.

India’s military exercises

With the USA - Yudh Abhyas and Vajra Prahar;

with Russia - Indra; with Japan - Dharma Guardian; with
France - Shakti; with the UK - Ajeya Warrior; with Sri Lanka
- Mitra Shakti. The Foreign Training Nodes at Pithoragarh
(Uttarakhand) and Umroi (Meghalaya) host most joint army
exercises.

NECHMTT&IT, 25578 650TL

2 &5 T8600TI960T (SLOMQLEST CaHITLLE S0 2 66T @) LOWILDEn6V
6T6V60)6V LOMEUL L LD; GHLIMETLD (&m6ifl/FmrsT Y menms sLbSI)
wHMID Feorm (HEILS) eTevenev&Hem6TS LS T(HH MG

2 5578600Tlg60T ‘(GLIg SMRLB eTeoTlIL(HEMS]. 2 5578601
9 meuLb LIy 2000 965TM)| 2 (HEUTHSLILILL&I; SH6M6VHET
CLym(@edr.

oiIGsmeS wim

gagawm-Feorm @enL G 2 66 Hlevid (S5RHS HT(h);
SHEM6EVHST 2_eVTETLNSI; HTeord GLTE&BCTTE. Cgmaley
CamL9 LmemeveuesTLDd. 2015-@)6v @BHHWIT 2 Meme6L
epGeumLIm Fa. L LT6SoTenLOWITE: 2 WITHEH WG
iIGasTed W Tenel ‘oy6oTL88 Bj65oTemL HIT(H)’ 6T6OTM)
SIOPEH MG

@bHlwmeies prssnieut Lum & aeir

SI6f&sTa|L6tT - W& SiLIWwme, eugy Nyamy;
JeRWITe|L6dT - @IHSFT; OLILITED|L 63T - HIFLD SMITIgULI6EHT;
NymetTarLetT - &), @riHlevmhaL e - SGzgw eumflwiy;
@evmiens|L6T - ST E&H). LNECHTTET (288 T8600TL),
2 1bGrml (Gwsameuwim) GleusflBbml(Hir LuNmHe

e WRIS6l6v GLI(HLLITeVTeT Fal (hHL LUNHE &6

5L &5\ 63TM 60T

Ministry of Defence signs ¥586 crore contract for Auxiliary Power Units for T-72 and T-90

tanks

T-72 womiid T-90 CUNS HMMEIL) S (6THEETEBT &)601650T LO6T 16V(8) 8 (6THE(F) T586 Casimig
@RUILGHSSHH6V LITSISTLIL] SH6DDEFHLD 60&H6IW(L05 5]
Event date / fi&1pe Ca8): 21 September 2026

The Ministry of Defence signed a contract worth ¥586 crore with Accurate Industrial Controls Private
Limited on 21 September 2026 for the procurement of Auxiliary Power Units (APUs) for the Indian Army’s
T-72 and T-90 main battle tanks. The contract was signed in New Delhi in the presence of Defence Secretary
Shri Rajesh Kumar Singh. An APU is an alternate source of electric power generation on board a tank: it
powers the fire control system, the firing circuit, the gun stabilisation system and other ancillaries
without running the main engine, which reduces fuel consumption, lowers the thermal and acoustic signature and
extends silent-watch endurance. The procurement has been made under the ‘Make-II’ category of industry-led
research and development, in which the development cost is borne by the industry partner. The Ministry
described it as a step towards the indigenisation of critical sub-systems of armoured platforms and towards
Aatmanirbharta in Defence and Viksit Bharat @2047. The Indian Army’s mechanised formations will be the

beneficiaries, with improved operational readiness, reliability and sustainability.

21 GleuLbuF 2026 9i6TM)| LIMGISTLIL HEMWOEFSHLD, QHSW Trem|sus et T-72 woHmib T-90 (& esTenLoL
GUITTS SIS (ETHESTET HlemevoT LEl6T 3i6v(&&6en6I (APU) Q& meT(pgHsv ClFw WG @levorLervLiflwisy
&6TLGrmsveny LNemyGeaul eSIBGILL himiauesTs gL 66T T586 Casmig HILILNeVTeT UILIHSSHH6L 6n&CILI(DSSHIL ).
unglsriLg Glewevmerny H (i FTGReasw (GHLomy Fmi (peiresilenevuisv Lgl Hlevedluilev eLILIHLWD

&6 (PSS TerTg. APU eretTLIg| CUITTES Smaiduiley 2 66 MM LlesT 2 MLIGH) ELPEVLD: (LPS6ITENLD
QuBHHrHmS @uSSETLGLGW & SLHILILTL({H SiemwLil, &HID smnHmi, ISymiIH HlenevliL(HHSHID HenLoLIL]
MMILD LN Glemesors: & (hHadlas(6TH8 () LIGSTFTTLD 6ULPRIGH MG @& 6THGCILM(HET [ SFeneus &HsnmaS], CleuliL
LOMMILD 6265 SIEMLILITETSHNSHE 56601158, H6MLOHIWITET S6v0TSTetof1LILIS Hmenest BLgSHSEME]. @)&06ST6T(LH&H60
Qzmflevgienm sensvemiuilevmest o pmilg# wHmID Cobumigest ‘Cos-11’ suemsuiest £
GumGsmeremliLL (HeTergl; @&lsv GbUTL(HEF CFsvensu Ggmhlsd LrisTeflCw gHE M. HBeus semmigserflest
(PEHHENWS 51606537 SIeMOLIL|SHED6IT 2 6TIHITL 196V SWMHLILIGMESTEOT [FL6LLYSHE08 6T60T HeNLDEFFHLD @60 55

GOILNLLG).
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KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&Hws &mILIL 86T

e Contract value ¥586 crore, signed on 21 September 2026 with Accurate Industrial Controls Private Limited.

@ULUBS S T586 Gaimy; 21 GleLiLbLIT 2026 2i6Tm)| &5 WLGTL @evorLsivLlfluiev &esTLGrmsvery LNenyGeul

EONAGILL 2 65T em&CILI(WES).

* For Auxiliary Power Units (APUs) for T-72 and T-90 main battle tanks; signed before Defence Secretary

Rajesh Kumar Singh.

T-72, T-90 (& streniols GUITTS, SIS S (6THESHTET HlemesoT LOI6T 9i6v(G &6 (APU); UMgIsmLLE QlFwevmsTy

grCeas GLomy Flri (peiTestlensuuisv.

* The APU powers the fire control system, firing circuit, gun stabilisation system and ancillaries without the

main engine.

APU (& stTenio @uibSTn @ et & sLHILUmL(bH) Semwliy, &GHID shmi, TrmHl HlensvliLbhleH60 enloLiL],

Sl6m6voTs: & (H6) & (6TH 8 (8 LOIGTFTTLD &(HESIMS).

e Procured under the ‘Make-IlI’ category - industry-led R&D under the Defence Acquisition Procedure.

‘Go&s-11’ suemsullesT S CEM6TPSH6V - UTGISTLILE C\STeT(HSH6L HenL (wemmuler Gl mihlsvgisnm

&H6M6VEMLOUNGVTEDT Y, TS

¢ Aimed at indigenisation of critical sub-systems of armoured platforms; beneficiary - the Army’s mechanised

formations.

&H6UF 5 6NmIS6I65T (P& H WS 5I6M650T S|6MILDLIL|SHEM6IT 2 6THTL 196V SWITHILILG| CHTsaL0D; Liweormsrf] -

T 6us ST @I SFLOWILMTSSLILILL 2| 655fl&6iT.
Static GK Connect

T-72 and T-90 tanks

The T-72 carries the Indian service name ‘Ajeya’ and the
T-90S the name ‘Bhishma’. Both are of Soviet/Russian origin
and are licence-produced in India at the Heavy Vehicles
Factory (HVF), Avadi, Chennai, Tamil Nadu, now run by
Armoured Vehicles Nigam Limited (AVNL). India’s
indigenous main battle tank is the Arjun, developed by
DRDO’s CVRDE, also at Avadi.

Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP) 2020

Categories in descending order of preference: Buy (Indian-
IDDM), Buy (Indian), Buy and Make (Indian), Buy (Global -
Manufacture in India) and Buy (Global). The Make route has
Make-I (government-funded) and Make-Il (industry-
funded) sub-categories. IDDM = Indigenously Designed,
Developed and Manufactured.

Ministry of Defence

Raksha Mantri: Shri Rajnath Singh; Defence Secretary: Shri
Rajesh Kumar Singh. The seven Defence Public Sector
Undertakings created from the erstwhile Ordnance Factory
Board in October 2021 include AVNL (Avadi), Munitions
India, Advanced Weapons and Equipment India, Troop
Comforts, Yantra India, India Optel and Gliders India.

T-72 womib T-90 GuNis HrmiHlseir

T-72-@6ir @bH W Quwy ‘SiGzuin’; T-90S-@)ett GlLIwIy
‘Sauon’. @resor(hd Camellwis/Faxw eubameuef;
S1LPHTLI65T Cl5stTenesT L611gufl6v 2 6iT6T HevTS
aunsests s mflmemsnsvuiley (HVF) 2 flob Glumm)
swflssliLh&leTment; @& @UCLITS &Heus eumsest Hl&LD
eSISIGILL (AVNL) Hljeunssslev 2 6itemg). @bSluwimesle
Qemhsl CUNTS STHIS SFageest; Y ellguleh 2 eitemr DRDO-
edlest CVRDE 2 (heum&&lwg).

UMgIS UL E Cl&meT(psev HenL(wenm (DAP) 2020
(wetren)flenwo euflengFulsy euensa6T: euNmI(E, (@\bSIw-
IDDM), surmaig, (@mb&Hlw), surmidl-gwimifl (@béHw), eummbiE
(2_svaemmew - @b&HlwmeNsy swmiflliL), eummiE
(2_svaermeiw). Gods eufluilev Cos-1 (s H1H)) mHmID
Cuwas-1l (s mflevgienm HI&)) 2 erererr. IDDM =

2 6THITLIg6V 6UIgEUEDLDS S, 2 (HEUTE ),
SWMfl&sUULLE).

UME|STLIL| S|60L0E&8LD

LIMG|STLL SenEET: S TRRBINS FImI; LTg) | SILLE
QEwevmer: H(h FTCa (GLOmy Fml. &6LTLF 2021-
@60 BuiBs CpmbhaTeney eumflugSledlBhs)

2 (HeumsaLILLL 6 (L UMSISTUILL ClLITg) 58|60 m
Bimieussrrigserflev AVNL (guaug), (pssilagsiteny @ mbéHwim,
SiLeumedTery(h) GleuLILIetTeN 6BoTL. 6785 WL LICN06sTL. @\hSlwim

2 6ierfllLemeu SLkIGLD.
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13th edition of SLINEX, the India-Sri Lanka bilateral naval exercise, held at Visakhapatnam
@nHwr-@evmiens @ (HSTLIL SLOHUHLL LUNMHE SLINEX-@\6est 13-6ug) LS

eNamss LU 1g6sTs &6V
Event date / fi&1pe Ca8): Held 17-21 September 2026

The 13th edition of SLINEX (Sri Lanka-India Naval Exercise), the annual bilateral maritime exercise between
the Indian Navy and the Sri Lanka Navy, was held at Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh, from 17 to 21
September 2026. The Indian Navy was represented by INS Kavaratti, an indigenously built Anti-Submarine
Warfare (ASW) corvette, and INS Jyoti, a fleet tanker. The Sri Lanka Navy was represented by SLNS
Sindurala, which arrived at Visakhapatnam on 17 September. The exercise was conducted in two phases. The
Harbour Phase, held under the aegis of the Eastern Naval Command, featured an opening ceremony,
professional interactions, cross-deck visits, sharing of best practices, underway replenishment (UNREP)
training, yoga, sports and cultural activities. The Sea Phase comprised coordinated activities at sea to enhance
operational synergy and interoperability. SLINEX was conceptualised in 2005; the 12th edition was conducted at
Colombo, Sri Lanka, in August 2025. The exercise is aligned with India’s maritime vision MAHASAGAR —
Mutual and Holistic Advancement for Security and Growth Across Regions.

@nhHW SLOLIEMLE G Bevmiens SLMLIEMLE GLD @ enLullevmest o6t @) (HSTLiY SLeVFT T LuNmewimest
SLINEX-@\6tt 13-6ug| LISIIL, 17 (6L 21 GlELiLIbLIf 2026 sush] &Y, bHTL LNFCsH &5 Hest
eflensLIULIgssTS S0 HenL GlLMME|. @bHlw sLuenLulNest FTiLiley 2 6THTLigCenCW sLLULLL BFewLpss
sLiL6v eTHFLILL GUITTE GlamiyeleulLmest (ASW) INS seuns ) bhm(b sLMUnL eTflGILIM(hH6T SLLe6vmest INS
G LRICsMHMeT. @evmiens sLMUsnLUN6T FTTLN60 SLNS Hbgigmeur UkiGsmmsl; Sigl 17 GlelLbury
36T N EFTSLILLIGETLD eUbSENLHSSHI. LUNHE @\(h &L LRISETTS BLHSS!. HpHE) SLMLEOLE
SLLEM6MWSSH 60T S HenLO\LIMHM HIeMM(PESHE BLLEHV OFTLES 9T, CSHTLHleV(Wpemnms
&H6V[HGI6MTITLEVSEIT, LIFEIVLIT SLILI6V 6U(HEMSBEET, FIMHS HEOL (PenMma6T LiSTe|, L6816V omIHlFLiLIey
(UNREP) uu\m &, Curssm, eNemsmwiml (b Lommib LssstUmL(h) Hlapgds6T @LIb6LMMesT. HL6V SHLL&H60
QEweoumL(h e&HSHlemnFeneul|d @WIMnIE ¢(HeOWLILITLenLWL|D CLUHISSHID 6(HEIS6m6THS HL6LLY.8 60886
BLBS6oT. SLINEX 2005-@)6v 2 (heumssLLLLG); 12-6ug| LS 2025 1,86/01960 Glevmiensuilest Gl mIQLDLII6Y
BeOLCILMMS.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&Hlws GmILIL 86T

¢ 13th edition of SLINEX held at Visakhapatnam, 17-21 September 2026.
SLINEX-@\ett 13-6ug| LSILIL; eflensLuLigesrid, 17-21 GlaLlLbuiy 2026.
 Indian Navy: INS Kavaratti (ASW corvette) and INS Jyoti (fleet tanker). Sri Lanka Navy: SLNS Sindurala.

@néHw sLHUenL: INS seuns S (ASW Clarjoleul) wmmib INS G (erflCILMHsIT HLILIEV). @6VmIend SLMLIGHL:
SLNS HAmgiymevr.

e Two phases - a Harbour Phase under the Eastern Naval Command and a Sea Phase.

@\ HLLMIGET - HILPE (&) HLMLIEDLE &L LEN6TILSHSH 60T S HIeMM(P&HE SHLLLD, L1606 L6V SLLLD.
* Activities included cross-deck visits and underway replenishment (UNREP) training.

LeruLIy SLILI6V 6U(hHem&&6iT, &L6e916v LomIblFLiLiev (UNREP) Lufim & gy flwismeu @)L bGILIHmenT.
e SLINEX was conceptualised in 2005; the 12th edition was held at Colombo in August 2025.

SLINEX 2005-@)60 2 (heumsasLlULLg); 12-6ug) LI 2025 1,86/01960 Gl&mIpLDLI6V.

e Aligned with India’s maritime vision MAHASAGAR - Mutual and Holistic Advancement for Security and Growth
Across Regions.

@mnéHwmeller sLsvemy LTjeneuwimest MAHASAGAR 2 L 6T @en6stTbs g - LNTTHS WMISET (LP(LEUSID LITGISTLIL]
LOMMILD 6UETTES & EITe0T LIFEIVLIT, (L(LY6MLOWITEDT (LP6sTGesrmmLD.
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Indian Navy commands

Western Naval Command - Mumbai; Eastern Naval
Command - Visakhapatnam; Southern Naval Command
(training) - Kochi. The tri-service Andaman and Nicobar
Command is headquartered at Port Blair (Sri Vijaya
Puram). Navy Day is observed on 4 December.

INS Kavaratti

The fourth and last of the Project 28 (Kamorta-class)
anti-submarine warfare corvettes, built by Garden Reach
Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE), Kolkata;
commissioned in October 2020. It is notable for its carbon-
fibre composite superstructure, a first for an Indian
warship.

India-Sri Lanka relations

Sri Lanka is separated from Tamil Nadu by the Palk Strait and
the Gulf of Mannar; the narrowest point is between
Dhanushkodi and Talaimannar. Executive capital Colombo,
legislative capital Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte. Other joint
exercises: Mitra Shakti (army) and IN-SLN DIVEX (diving).

@HHW SLMHLIEILE &L L6BI6ITIE MBS 6T

Cm (g HLMHLIEHLE SLLEMETWSLD - (PLD6vILI; L8 (8
SLMHLIEOLS HLLEMETWSLD - aNFTsHLILLI6sTD; Cl&Mm(E)
SLMHLEOLS SLLenemwssd (LuNHE) - Qasmad. (Ll
SAbs et HleGHIUTT s Lensmwisd GumL LNGemwiiflev
(uh e wi Lib) 2 6T6Ts). SLMHLIEOL BT6T I9&FLDLIT 4.

INS seupsH)

SILLID 28 (5CLMIH5T suemss) BRSNS SLILIED eTHFLIL S
Q&TolsuL g6rflev HITedTa MU LMHMILD HemL &l SLiLI6Y;
SMyLesT & &LIL6L &L (HL Bimieusstid (GRSE),
Q&EMLESHT sL1g5; HBCLTUIF 2020-B)6v Caemeuuisy
Caibsal. SMIL6ST Qenlps sHeveneu GLomaL (HLomesTLd

@\s 6T FMLIL.

@hHWIT-@levkiens 2 Me|s6iT

@6vriens SLONDHTL 60\ (HHg| LImE Biflemesst LHMILD
LD6BTEBTITI] 6UEMETT (G LTeumev LNfl& sl (heTeng); W&ss
GNIHW QLD 560)16%:G5ITIg-&HeMmEVLD6TESTITI &) 6mL GUL.
HJeUNSHS 606V CI&MIQPLDL, FLLLETMS S606VHE] L
uealfsseTLy CarLCL. Np sal (HlU LunHssT: ISy
g8:5) (Tmemieuld), IN-SLN DIVEX ([iepLpssev).

DRI seizes over 845 kg of contraband drugs in an intensified crackdown; 15 arrested

Sallifomest LU SemEBUIN6L 845 £lGsvmays gL Gmul L GumensLGlLumHLs&emer DRI LI (P& 6V

ClEwss; 15 Guiy smsg)

Event date / hlspe| CaH): Announced 21 September 2026 (operations 9-20 September 2026)

The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) announced on 21 September 2026 that it had seized over 845
kg of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances in an intensified nationwide crackdown on drug trafficking,
with 15 persons arrested under the NDPS Act, 1985. The largest single operation yielded about 752.3 kg of
ganja in 737 packets concealed in rice husk inside a container truck intercepted near the Jindapur Toll Plaza,
Bodh Gaya, Bihar, on 17 September. At Gorakhpur Railway Station, Uttar Pradesh, about 6 kg of charas
smuggled in from Nepal was recovered on 20 September from two women passengers of the Jan Nayak Express,
concealed in knee caps worn under sarees. In Odisha, a joint operation with the forest department recovered about
48.5 kg of ganja. At Mumbai and Bengaluru international airports, about 28 kg of high-grade hydroponic
cannabis was seized from four passengers arriving from Thailand and Vietnam. At IGI Airport, New Delhi,
about 5.8 kg of cocaine in nine packets was recovered from a passenger arriving from Dubai via Doha. Three
separate operations in Mumbai, Calicut and Indore yielded about 4.5 kg of amphetamine, including pills

packed in bottles labelled ‘Baby Powder’.

21 QEFULLDUF 2026 2i6TM)| 6U(THEUITUI 2 6TeySH&HIemnm @i bHIsL (DRI), GCUTENSLICLIT(HET SLHHISHE
srg\ymest Heily BT(H &pelw BHLeallysHamauisy 845 HlGsvmey s &L CmuLlL CUTensLICILIM(HL&6IT LDMHMILD
eoTIblemsv LMMMILD CILIM(HLEBeMETL LM (&6 CFLISE5TES SiMlells5g!; NDPS &LL1b, 1985-@\str &1 15 Guiy
&g Gl Ley. WasUeuflw BLeugsemnauisy, 17 CeliLbuy osrm Iesmifles LHsswm o(HGs
DNHSTLLT SmisEEFTeulguilev MI&ESLILILL &6T6ILeTT sumfluiley Gy 2 LiluNev enm &I

eSS LILILIY(HHS 737 ClUMLLevmIg6fl6v &iomy 752.3 H1Gevm &(EH&FT n&LULUMHDLUILILLS|. 2 SSITLI

WG asdler CammysLy Tullsy Hlemevwigi v, 20 CIFLILIDLIT ST 6ot BTW S e9lenre] Tulledlsv Liwlenflss
@\, CluetoTas 6L L) (G, CFem6vE: & 6T HewflbHH (HHS (PLPMISTE 2 mME6160 LeOMESLILILL,
Crrumers e (Hh G SLSSLILLL &Tf 6 SlGsum &6 5L SLILLLS). @IpFTaN6V 66STSS|MM|L6IT @)6n6uoTHE
BLAUSHEnSUIN6L &My 48.5 HlGev &EH&FT snsLILIMHMUILILLG|. (WLDemL, GClLIMkIgeeTh(Th FeuGaH & aSlomest
iblemevwiriseiflev Srilevnhgl, aENWLHTLSeS(HhIb&I 61HS HT6sT(E) Liwiesol &6l L) (hbg) &y 28 HGeuir

2 wisy enaml CrmGumesfle &Eham LM Wasv. L Hl6ved) IGI aflomsst HlemevwisHlev Camamir sulfluims
SILTUNeS(HIHS 6ubhs Liwes UL (HH& seeTLI ClUMLLevmiseflsy &womy 5.8 HlGeur Casmemas6or.
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e Over 845 kg of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances seized; 15 arrests under the NDPS Act, 1985.

845 £Geume & (gL GLoev CLITem&LIGILIMHLESET LN (p&Hev; NDPS &LLLb, 1985-@)er &1 15 GUIT enas &)

* Largest haul: about 752.3 kg of ganja in 737 packets hidden in rice husk near Bodh Gaya, Bihar.

WasuGluflw umpsev: esmiflest Yisswm 9(H6s eIl 2 1lufiév wenmasLLLL 737 GlurLLsvumkiserflsy

&1y 752.3 &1Geurm s(eham.

e About 6 kg of charas from Nepal seized at Gorakhpur Railway Station; about 48.5 kg of ganja in Odisha.

CamysLLi puilsv ihlemevwigHlev CruLIMmens Hed)(hHaI &Ly 6 HlCsum Frei; igamailey sy 48.5 HGeur

&(6H&IT.

e About 28 kg of hydroponic cannabis at Mumbai and Bengaluru airports from passengers arriving from

Thailand and Vietnam.

(pemL, Clurkigeemh(h ellmest Hlensvwirkiserflev Smileunhgl, aNWLBTLS6S) (HIbS eUbSHeUTaH6ILLD somy 28

&1CGsumr emam L CymrCGumesflss & pem.

* About 5.8 kg of cocaine at IGl Airport, New Delhi, from a passenger arriving from Dubai via Doha.

4al $levedl 1G] efomest HlemevwisHlev Comamm suflwims giLmued) (hba eubg LwessuilL siwomy 5.8

H1Geur Casmem&H60T.

* About 4.5 kg of amphetamine across Mumbai, Calicut and Indore, including pills in bottles labelled ‘Baby

Powder’.

wwenu, CamlECam([h), @baiflev swmy 4.5 HlGevm g, EILILLenssT; ‘CULN LIQYLT’ eTetTs @M &H&LILLL

UL 19608611160 LOMESSH)6MTEH6IT.
Static GK Connect

Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI)

India’s apex anti-smuggling intelligence, investigation
and operations agency; established on 4 December 1957;
traces its origin to the Central Revenue Intelligence Board of
1953. Headquarters New Delhi; headed by a Director
General. It works under the Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs (CBIC), Department of Revenue,
Ministry of Finance.

Cannabis in Indian law

Under the NDPS Act, 1985, cannabis is defined in three
forms - charas (resin), ganja (flowering or fruiting tops) and
any mixture of these. Bhang (the leaves) is excluded from the
definition. Punishments vary by quantity: small,
intermediate and commercial.

International drug-control conventions

India is a party to the 1961 Single Convention on Narcotic
Drugs, the 1971 Convention on Psychotropic Substances
and the 1988 Convention against lllicit Traffic in Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances. The UNODC (UN
Office on Drugs and Crime), headquartered at Vienna,
publishes the annual World Drug Report.

U(HEUITLI 2 6TTe S 5IenMm @& G HrsL (DRI)

@S WTal6T 2 58 SLESH6V eTHFLIL| 2-6m6y, afl&Fmyenessr
LOMHMILD [HLEUIYEENS SienoLiL]; 4 &L 1957-G)6v
BIMIeULILILL 5. H6n60enoWSLD L5l Hlevel); GlLmg)

QW GBI Smevenullsn. Lenm s auifl LMHMILD &kis
w5 Hlw surmiflwid (CBIC), suheumils glenm, Hl)
SIWEFFSHHHN6HT LD QUIKIGHEMS!.

@hHWE FLLES6V &(6HEFT

NDPS &L LID, 1985-@\6iT &£1D &(EH&T CLH6ITM)] 6ULgEUMISETI60
uenTWMISSLILMHE DS - FFerv (LN&6oT), &EHEFT (L8 &L/
SIS GLD MIevfl&6iT), @ eummesT &evenel. LIMEI (@) 6n6086TT)
susm T MUNeS) (HH& 696088 LILIL (H6T6TE. &650TL 6368
Siemeilest SjgliLienLuflev - Hpflwi, @levmLblemev, auessfls.

FieuCs e GUITem s LIGILIM(TH6IT &L (HLILIML(h LILIbHSHIS6T
@BHWT 1961 CLTEnSLICILIMIHL &6 MenMm LILIHBLD,
1971 wevtiblenev LOMMHMILD GILIMIKHL 6T ¢eLILIhSLD, 1988
FLLNCTTS S HLE556V 6THTLIL UILIHSHLD o Hwieumnlsv
2 miligeory. eNlwiesresTma 6y H6m6V6MLOWISHLD 618 T6soTL
UNODC 2y6507(h G mm)1d 2 6v8 L1 GLITen S LIGILIM (6T
Msensenw CleusfluNHiéms).
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ECONOMY & INTERNATIONAL - Glum(henmsmy & &FjeuGs&id

India-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement to enter into force on 20 October 2026

@S wm-HluFlevnb gl H6vLWMM TS558 @LILHSLD 20 S1&CLTUIF 2026 (LPpSH6V SLDVIS (S
UGE DS
Event date / fl&1pe Ca8): 21 September 2026

Union Minister of Commerce and Industry Shri Piyush Goyal and New Zealand’s Minister for Trade and Investment
Hon. Todd McClay announced on 21 September 2026, in a virtual conference, that the India-New Zealand
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) will enter into force on 20 October 2026 — a date chosen to coincide with
Vijaya Dashami. The agreement was signed on 27 April 2026 at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi, and was
concluded in nine months of negotiation; New Zealand’s Parliament passed the enabling legislation on 16
September 2026. The FTA covers every tariff line: 100% of India’s exports to New Zealand become duty-
free from day one, with New Zealand’'s peak tariffs of up to 10% eliminated. Indian gainers include textiles and
apparel, leather and footwear, gems and jewellery, engineering goods and processed foods. India has
excluded dairy, animal meat (except sheep), key agricultural commodities, sugar and edible oils; New
Zealand's apples, kiwifruit and Manuka honey get calibrated access through Tariff Rate Quotas with a Minimum
Import Price and seasonal windows. On services, about 118 sectors are opened, with 5,000 Temporary
Employment Entry visas and 1,000 Working Holiday visas a year for Indians, and post-study work rights of
three years for STEM graduates and four years for doctoral scholars. New Zealand has committed to
facilitate USD 20 billion of investment into India.

21 QleuLbuF 2026 9j6tTm) STElEwTTES) AHTLIYE), WSS eu6ssilgd HMID 5T SenwEsT H)(h LNuLagk
Gasmwev LHMILD HlLFeVTHS 6T 6UFTSHSHHLWD LHMID (PSHESL(H SHemw&s] S LIl Gl Ger o HCwimy, @b&lwim-
Bl Hlevnh gl HemLwmm 6UTHS58 eLILbHSL (FTA) 20 9&GLTLIT 2026 (560 4LD6VI5(E) 61 (THLD 6T60T
SiMeNsseury; @QbmHmsT aflggw SEBluLesT CluMmHbHSILTM| CHIHOSHSSUILLLSI. @6ubleuriiubsd 27 eFLIF6v
2026 96| L5 H16V6S) LIMTS LD6ToTL LIS H60 6056 W(L0SHSHTETTS; GR65TLISI LIS EIS66v CLEFSHTTSHmS
WssLLLLS|. @hg FTA epeubleum(m auifl suflenaenwiw|b 2 6TemL&SS WG| HIWLLEFI6VTH G188 mT6sT
@nmslwunailsst gmmiSlserflev 100% (p&6v mrefled) (HbEs suflulisvevme S MG LD. @HHWITEEELI LIWEIT &(HLD
slemms6iT: a6l LMHMID S emL, CHmev LMMILD Srevessfl, 15 H)6THISSIT LMHMILD HEnS 6T, Clurpluilwey
QUM(BHL&ST, USULGHISSLUILLL 2 653T6Y. QHSIIT LIT6V CIUITIHLEEIT, SmeVHenL Qenm&d (o, ®H Haiy),
WwaHW efleugmull CILNIHLS6IT, Fj&H&60I LMHMILD 2 65sT6T)|LD 6T6vsTGl6voTI IS M6 6116V & &l|6iTemgl. Caoneus
Hlenmuilev somy 118 glemmaseir Hma s LiL(h&lesTment; @b WITas(6Tha: & 46007 (H & & 5,000 HMamedls
GeusmeveumiiLiL] miemLpe elgms&s6iT, 1,000 Cousmev-all(hH(pemm eeme:&6iT; LilgliL|sEL LNHengw Lisfl

2 iflemo STEM LLLSTIf185(6TH8:(8) eLP6edTM| 4,653T(H &6, (LPEMETTEU T 2, UIGUITEITTE (6THE5 (8 [HIT6T(E) ,650T(H &56iT.
HluFeonnbgl @bsHlwmeaisy 2,000 Casirig CWIKl&S LTeuT (w&HeSLenL sreflgmsas 2 midwefsgieTerg.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (paHws (GmILIL 86T

* Announced on 21 September 2026 by Piyush Goyal and Todd McClay; FTA in force from 20 October 2026
(Vijaya Dashami).

21 GleliLbul 2026 oisttm) LNuLe Camwev, LTl Cl&Ger onflefliiL); 20 H&GLITUIT 2026 (aNw H&161) (N5 6L
S|LD6V.

* Signed 27 April 2026 at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi; concluded in nine months of negotiation.

27 eyLi6v 2026 i607m)| LG Hl6ved) LIMGS essTL LIS 6V en&06lWLI(D55]; eReTLIS] NS MIS6l6v CLFsUTISHmS
Blevme.

* 100% of India’s exports duty-free from day one; New Zealand's peak tariffs of up to 10% eliminated.
@nHlw ssmiw&lserflev 100% (W&6v BHsled) (HHCS euflulisvensy; HluLFleorhbdletr S sLLF 10% eurflser
15&&LD.

* India excluded dairy, animal meat (except sheep), key agricultural commodities, sugar and edible oils.
@bH WM Lmev GlLIM(KHL&s6MT, STsvHenL @enm&H (obh Ha), (WwaHw efleusmull CILNIHL&6IT, Fj&H&60,
2_6ToTET)|LD 6T6BuT Gl6voT IS 6METT 616V 8 WIg)].
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e Services: about 118 sectors opened; 5,000 Temporary Employment Entry visas and 1,000 Working Holiday

visas a year for Indians.

Gremeus6: &M 118 GlemmassiT HMLIL|; @HSHWITEHEHEE, 2600 (H &G 5,000 Hmasmedls GeusmevsumuiliL) efl&m,

1,000 Geuemev-ail(h(wemm efl&rr.

* New Zealand to facilitate USD 20 billion of investment into India; bilateral goods trade was about USD 1.1 billion

in 2025-26.

B deumhgl @bsHlwmalsy 2,000 Gasimig HEIWFl&HS L6Vl (P&H65LenL 6T6fl& e EWw; 2025-26-@)60 @ (H&rLILL

QuUM(mET sUFSH S &My 110 Gasimiy HEIIfl&s Lmeviy.

Static GK Connect

New Zealand
Capital Wellington; largest city Auckland; currency New
Zealand dollar; Prime Minister Christopher Luxon. Head of

State is King Charles Ill, represented by a Governor-General.

It consists of the North Island and South Island; the
indigenous people are the Maori, and the founding document
is the Treaty of Waitangi, 1840.

India’s recent trade agreements

India-UAE CEPA (2022), India-Australia ECTA (2022),
India-EFTA TEPA (2024) and India-UK CETA (signed 24 July
2025). Free trade agreements are negotiated by the
Department of Commerce under the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry.

Trade terms

FTA - removes tariffs on most goods traded between
members. CEPA/CECA - wider, covering services and
investment. Tariff Rate Quota (TRQ) - a lower duty for a
fixed import quantity, higher duty beyond. MFN - Most
Favoured Nation treatment under the WTO, which came into
being on 1 January 1995 with headquarters at Geneva.

By Hevrb g

H6m6VH5T GleusdImiLest; CUflW BT SY,EBEVMHEI;
BresorwLd KL levmhg) Levry; ysof élmlervGLmuy
VB FEBT. IJ& SHENEV6UIT CLPESTMITLD FITIFEVETV LDEBTEBTIS;
2bEBHBT Brwsd QTS ES). euL Sey, Clgeir Sey

S HWeUMHEOME ClSBMeTTTLS!; LLjeuElese6T omGeurrifl;
SlYLILIHL UEIETITLD 6N6USHTEILS) 2 LeTugsems, 1840.

@nHlwumees F8LSSH W UTHSH S GRLILIHE IS 6T
@nhHwm-g.91.61. CEPA (2022), @ib&Hlwim-gy,ev&HGreSlwim
ECTA (2022), @b&S\wm-EFTA TEPA (2024), @mb&lwim-
@nuHlevnbgl CETA (24 209emev 2025). 6mLWMHM 6UTHSHSH
RUILBSHBEISHEN6T U681 15D LoMHMILD CISHTLHI6V Si6mL0&F 88 S 60T
suettll& s Flenm CLEFFOMTSHNS HLSSHISIME)!.

UTHH&HF C\Fmm &6

FTA - 2 mufesrissrflenLGui GlLmLDUITeVTeoT
QUL S EHEs T auiflsens 58 E&Img). CEPA/CECA -
Caemeuss6T, (PSHeSLemL LD 2 6TerL &l a9ifleumestg. euifl
& @s158H (TRQ) - Hijerulss @ms @)
668 (&S GHMMBS 6Uifl, ASME CLo6v s auifl. MFN -
2 608 BUTSHSHS SenLILN6 Wlsea|b 6N HLLLILIHID BT
BeoL(penm; WTO 1 gevteurfl 1995-@)6v GlgmLrmilwig),
HEM6EVENLOWISLD Clggesfaur.
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Index of Core Industries grows 4.8% in August 2026; cement and electricity lead

&6V 2026-@)6v smww g miflevsserflest (Mui(H 4.8% euenjad; F1GlwevaT(HLD L6STEFTI(LPLD

(pebrevTevnfluflev
Event date / fl&1pe Ca8): 21 September 2026

The Index of Core Industries (ICl) for August 2026 grew 4.8% (provisional) year-on-year, against 5.0% in July
2026 (final), according to the release of 21 September 2026. Following the base-year revision to 2022-23, the
index now covers nine core industries — iron ore has been added as the ninth sector. Growth in August
2026 was led by cement (+12.5%), electricity (+11.6%), iron ore (+5.5%), steel (+3.4%) and refinery
products (+2.6%). Four sectors contracted: fertilizers (—12.4%), natural gas (—4.9%), coal (-3.8%) and
crude oil (-3.6%). Cumulative growth for April-August 2026 is 4.3%, against 2.4% in the same period of 2025.
The overall August index stands at 119.2 (base 2022-23 = 100). The July 2026 final index was revised from 121.2 to
120.8, and its growth from 5.4% to 5.0%. Under the new series the combined weight of the core industries in the
Index of Industrial Production (IIP) is 32.88%, down from 40.27% in the old 2011-12 series. Electricity carries
the highest weight (30.93), followed by refinery products (22.57) and steel (17.58).

21 QFULLLIy 2026 oisttm)| Cleusflwmest syaflstTLlg, 4,86V 2026-88mest snowl Glgmiflevssiflsst (g mlui(hH
(IC1) oy6557(1 & (& 688T(H) 4.8% (HMHBMEOBLD) 6LETTHGI6TENE; 2aDemev 2026-Q6v @& 5.0% (QMmIH)). SjgliLienL
eoor(h) 2022-23 g5 LIHMULLL LNME, @&E&MIUIH LGNS ReTUS] emww Q5 mIflevsenem

2 66L& GH MG — @ (HLOUS S| R6TLISTeUS]| HlenmWnss CaijesLILL (H6T6ms).

S H6NVL 2026 6u6TTES S (G F1EI6soTL (+12.5%), Wlestamyd (+11.6%), @ (HUS &gl (+5.5%), 6Teo(5
(+3.4%), &5H&FLLL QUTHLEST (+2.6%) U Hlienel eULPBLSSH6T. BT6T (S &IENME6IT & (HhiHl6oT: 2 [JrhIg6T
(-12.4%), Qumens; etifleuryy (—4.9%), Hlevs&If] (—3.8%), HEET 6T650TGl6BOTI (—3.6%). 6JLIN6V- Y, 561V
2026 @ (H0WM5s 6UsTTEH 4.3%; (PHEMSW 2 600TIe60T @G HMTeVEHI6 2.4%. &6l GMIUI(H 119.2 (SgliLisnL
2022-23 = 100). y&Hw Qs mLifler S1p Clamflev 2 musH s HMIUIL 1960 (1IP) snww G miflsvseflsr Clrss sTenL
32.88%; uenpw 2011-12 Qs mLIfleb @& 40.27% U8 @ (HHSEI. LOleTEFTTLD s stenl (30.93); bHSS!
FHSHSHLLL QUM(HLE6T (22.57), 6Too, (17.58).

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&H\ws &mLIL 86T

* ICl grew 4.8% in August 2026 (provisional), against 5.0% in July 2026 (final).
2,56V 2026-8)6v ICI 4.8% susj&H] (HMEMeONHID); 2oDen6v 2026-@)60 5.0% (QMIH)).

* The index now covers nine core industries - iron ore added as the ninth after the base-year revision to
2022-23.

SigliLienL evr(H 2022-23 g8 wmmHLILILL et GMIuih @UCUTs) epebTLIg emw Gl mLflsvasemert
2 6MEMLEGHI MG - @UHLOLS ST EeTUSTOUSTEHSF C&FFLIL|.

e Gainers: cement +12.5%, electricity +11.6%, iron ore +5.5%, steel +3.4%, refinery products +2.6%.
sueT&H: FlGlevoTL +12.5%, lestemyd +11.6%, @\(HLOLS S5 +5.5%, 6Tco&) +3.4%, &HHSIFILILLI
QUITIHL&6IT +2.6%.

* Contraction: fertilizers —12.4%, natural gas —4.9%, coal —3.8%, crude oil —3.6%.

&(HSHSD: 2 JhIs6T —12.4%, Quimens srifleuru] —4.9%, Hlevssifl —3.8%, H&&T eTevoTOl6evTIl —3.6%.

e Cumulative April-August 2026 growth 4.3%, against 2.4% a year earlier; August index 119.2.
RLHOILISHS 6FLIF6v-,86VL 2026 euemi&H) 4.3%; (PHens etor(h 2.4%. sl Gmluifh 119.2.

» Core industries carry a combined weight of 32.88% in the IIP; electricity has the largest sectoral weight (30.93).
1IP-@)6v emiowi Gl miflevaserflest ClMS S eT6mIL 32.88%; WeTFMIHHMGH H& Flenm erenL (30.93).
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Index of Core Industries (ICI)

Compiled and released by the Office of the Economic
Adviser, Department for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce and
Industry. The provisional index is released on the 20th of
the following month. The nine sectors are coal, crude oil,
natural gas, refinery products, fertilizers, steel,
cement, electricity and iron ore.

Index of Industrial Production (lIP)

Compiled by the National Statistics Office (NSO), Ministry
of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI).
Its three broad sectors are mining, manufacturing and
electricity, with manufacturing carrying the largest weight.
Its use-based classification has six categories, including
primary goods, capital goods and consumer durables.

Base years of key Indian indices
ICI: 2022-23 (revised in July 2026, adding iron ore).
Wholesale Price Index (WPI): 2011-12, released by the

Office of the Economic Adviser. Consumer Price Index (CPI):

2012, released by NSO. GDP series base year: 2011-12.

snw Qg mflevseiflest @&muih (1CI)

suestfl &b LMHMILD CSTLl6L SieMDEFHSH60T G5 mLflev
2arg; G el LMHMILD 2 6THTL(H ufH 5855 glienm (DPIIT)-
@\6tT CIUIMHETTH I YPCEVTESH SI6VIU6VELD OG5 T(E 55|
QeuefluNHHmE!. HH&TEN&ES GHBIUIH Si[HSHS LTS 20-4LD
Ca & CeueNuILLILBEMEI. @6tTLS &lenma6T: Hlevsasifl,
SHEFT 61653TGl6voTI, @ UMM eTifleumy, &5H &I
QLIM(THL&561T, 2_IJTEISET, 6Tco(&), F1EILD6BTTL, LO6STEMIFLD,
Bwwys g

Czmflev 2 HuG S S (GMIUIH) (11P)

Lsitefluflwiev mmib HILL IOVTE S D eMLDE &8 5 H) 66T
(MoSPI) GsHAw Leimeflufiwisv Sisviausvasid (NSO)
QBME&EHME). eP6TM)| LITHS SI60ME6T: &g, 2 MUSHH),
esTEMILD; 2 MUSHECH Hs sTevl. LiwsTUT(h) ETFHS
suensLILITL 1960 &4,mi LNifleyseir.

WwaHW QhHlws GMluihH seflest 9jgliLienL 9i,650T(H &6
ICI: 2022-23 (2996m6v 2026-@)6L H(HSHHLD, @) (HLOLS STE)
Geyly). Clorss eflemevs GMIuiH (WPI): 2011-12,
QUTmETTSTT AUCVITEST SieVIeu6va& LD Gleusflui(h). mIsFTGeurmy
eflemevs: (5;M1uS({H (CPI): 2012, NSO Gleusflui(h). Qs s

2 6MHTL(H 2 MUSH S G\SHTLIfl6tT SjigliLienL 2y evor(H): 2011-12.
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TAMIL NADU SPECIAL - 510pmHrH HAmiiy

‘Vetri Payanam’: free bus travel for women to cover 12,692 government buses from 2
October

‘Cleum Ml LwiessTd’: HHCLITUIT 2 (P&6v 12,692 9aL1 GCL(hbhgIs61flev W& 6rfl(HE (& @eveusLi
LIW6BoTLD
Event date / hlsLpe| CaH): 21 September 2026

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay chaired a review meeting at the Secretariat, Chennai, on 21
September 2026 on the operational and technical preparations for the expanded free bus travel scheme for
women, now renamed ‘Vetri Payanam’ (earlier ‘Vidiyal Payanam’). The expanded scheme will be launched on
Gandhi Jayanti, 2 October 2026, and will allow women free travel up to 40 km. It is being extended to five new
categories of buses — Express, Limited Stop Service (LSS), Deluxe, Mofussil Ordinary and Ghat
Ordinary — taking the total number of government buses covered to 12,692. The government expects about
84.32 lakh women to benefit. Electronic Ticket Machines (ETMs) in selected buses have already been linked to
the scheme’s system, and a trial run on 27 September 2026 has been ordered to identify and fix technical
glitches before the launch. The expansion follows a suo motu statement made by the Chief Minister in the Tamil
Nadu Legislative Assembly.

21 QEULLUf 2026 o6t SIWDETH WHevemwas] . Gmall algul Cl&6sTen6sTs &6016V60ILDE
QEFWeVESHH60 316 E Fal LHmss Henevendbwmm| BLEHSH6ETT; &6 (HEameT allifleumsaluLlL @eveusL
CUmBGILI LiwesoTs SHlLLg et Glawevuml(h wmmIb G\&TLH6VmILLS SWTfILILS&6T Qyuley G FwwiuLLeoT. SLLLD
@uUGurg) ‘GleummIl Liwessrd’ eTestll GlLIWIF rHmULIL(heTerg) ((peoTL ‘efliguisv Liwiessrid’). eNifleumsss il L
LD srbhH CQWIHS), 2 S&6LTUIF 2026 6N CIHTLRIEW; WwaelT 40 &).15. sueniy @sveusomsL
uwessfl&seurd. eflemyey (Express), Genmbs H1MIs5s5 Caeneu (LSS), le6vs v, ClomsoL|Flév SN TFesTLD,
&H6TTEUITII FMSMT6soTLD o E W gh&I LS euenssLl CLI(HHSIS(EHE (S Q)& eNifleunssLliuhiSngl; @ se6Tmsy
FHILLHH6V SLBIGW SiFaL CL(mbHGIs6T 6T Qlomgs eresresnll&Hend 12,692 &85 2 WFSMG|. &omj 84.32 eVL&FLD
&6l LIWLIESTEmL6UITTE6TT 6T60T T8 6T TUTTSHSEM &I, CaTHoSHSaLILLL CLHbBEIs6 6 LletTerTstn)| 19.8 61 &L
@uibgrrissT (ETM) gholserCou SILL enLILL65T @)enetorsaLILL (H6Temest; GG TL&&SHSH M (G, (LP6edT
Qam6LmIL LIS GaHTeTTm|&HemeTs: SHevoTLmbg FflClFiw 27 QEFLLLDLIF 2026 36T CFIEHement ¢RLLID HL &S
2 S57eiLLILL(H6T6Tg).

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gsijey (p&&Hlws (GmLiyser

¢ Scheme renamed ‘Vetri Payanam’ (earlier ‘Vidiyal Payanam’); review chaired by CM C. Joseph Vijay on 21
September 2026.
SILLID ‘GleummMIL LiwessTLd’ eTesTLl Gluw LmMHMLD ((LpedTL] ‘efligwieb LwessTd’); 21 GlFLLDLIF 2026 (65T
WoevenFs] . Cxmell aNgul gy lle].

* Launch on Gandhi Jayanti, 2 October 2026; free travel up to 40 km.
QaMLEsL &MHE) CRWIHH), 2 9e6LTUT 2026; 40 £).15. eueniy @)6v6ugFLI LILIGTTLD.

* Extended to five new bus categories: Express, Limited Stop Service, Deluxe, Mofussil Ordinary and Ghat
Ordinary.

®Hg| LHw CL(HIHE] euen&&6iT: aflemney, (&HenmbHE HiMISHs Caenel, leevE 6, ClLDMoLFI60 FMSTIF6ssTLD,
&65TEUITIL FTSITIFETTTLD.

 Total buses covered: 12,692; expected beneficiaries: about 84.32 lakh women.
Qurssl CLHBSEISET: 12,692; e FuUMTasLILGHID LwestTef&er: smy 84.32 6VL&LD &61flI.
e Electronic Ticket Machines (ETMs) linked to the scheme; a trial run on 27 September 2026 ordered.

SledTevTern)| 1985618 @uihSlrrigseT (ETM) S L& gIL6T @enstoriiLy; 27 GleliLbLy 2026 oi6Tm)| G&Fmeemnest
6oL LID.
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* The expansion follows a suo motu statement by the Chief Minister in the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly.

WPHVMEFFT SLOIPHT(H FLLLICLIFERsuUN6L HT6TITE (p6iTaulbgl 3i61flH 8 SMlBensens 6\STLIHSE @HS

eNfleums s,

Static GK Connect

Free bus travel for women in Tamil Nadu

Free travel for women in ordinary town and city buses was
introduced in Tamil Nadu in 2021.

State transport is run by the Tamil Nadu State Transport
Corporation (TNSTC) and the Metropolitan Transport
Corporation (MTC), Chennai, both under the Transport
Department. Buses in Tamil Nadu are colour-coded by service
category.

Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu

C. Joseph Vijay is the 22nd Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu,
sworn in on 10 May 2026 by Governor Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar. The Chief Minister is appointed by the
Governor under Article 164; the Council of Ministers is
collectively responsible to the Legislative Assembly under the
same article.

Gandhi Jayanti

2 October marks the birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi
(born 1869, Porbandar, Gujarat). The United Nations
observes it as the International Day of Non-Violence,
declared by a UNGA resolution in 2007. It is also the birth
anniversary of Lal Bahadur Shastri.

SLODIHTL 136V L8561 (15 8(F @leveusLl GL(HIHSILI LIWIETITLD
FMSMyeseT BEIL GL(Hb&Is6r16v Laser(he & @)eveusL
LiwewoTid SLIDHBTL 1960 2021-@)60 M) (LPSLOMESTS]. LDTIH6VLI
CUE G6UTSHM S SLOIPHBT(H LOMHIeV GLIME (86U 5885
&1p&10 (TNSTC) LHMILD ClFesTemest ClLI(THIHSITLI
CuTs: (& eursH 5|8 &Lp&LD (MTC) BLS SIS 6Tmet; @)Fevor(Hld
Cus: (& 6ursH 85 Hlenmuilest SLp 6v(HE 6TM6DT.

SPHIT(H (PHEVENLOEEFIT

&), Cxomall eNgul SL1DHTL 96T 22-618] (PSHEVENLEE; 10
G 2026 oi6oTm)| &, (EHBHT TTCRHAT efleveunns HFCsvaT
(petTesflemevuilev LENCWMDIT. FF&HeEHI 164-@)6tT &Lp
SLEHBIITEV (PSHEVENLEET HIWd&&LILHIE MT;
Sienw&FTenel FLLLGCLITemeUS S8 Fal (hil GlLMmILILmLWIS).

HMHE AU
&BCLITUT 2 - warsm srhhluilesr (LNmLiy 1869,
CuMIUBHST, GHRUNS) LNDHS BIT6T. &SI BT(HS6T en6L
Qg FFeUCHE S LDenF HN6MTSH )| FiflesSna); 2007-
@6V 0. 1BIT. ClUME|FFEMLS STLOMETTLD. @)&| 6VIT6V LISSITH
gmevSliflullest LNMHS HTEHLD H(&LD.
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Starbucks signs MoU with Tamil Nadu to set up its first India Global Capability Centre in
Chennai

ClzesTemenTuilev HevTg (LSH6V @IHHW 2 svsemmailwl M6t MLWISHENS 60L& SLSLPHT(H
S| JEL 65T 61VLTTLISEN ¢RLILIHELD
Event date / hlsLpe| CaH): 21 September 2026

Starbucks signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Guidance Tamil Nadu, the State’s investment promotion
agency, at the Secretariat, Chennai, on 21 September 2026, in the presence of Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay,
to set up its first Global Capability Centre (GCC) in India. The centre will come up at Ramanujan IT Park,
Taramani, Chennai, and will handle Starbucks’ global technology and financial operations. It is expected to
create about 800 high-value technology jobs in the first phase, with salaries reported at up to about ¥35 lakh a
year. Starbucks’ Chief Technology Officer Anand Varadharajan cited Chennai’s depth of technology talent,
lower attrition, infrastructure and State incentives as the reasons for the choice. Industries and
Investment Promotion Minister Virudhai Magal Keerthana confirmed the 800 high-value jobs in the first
phase. The GCC will operate independently of Starbucks’ Indian retail joint venture with Tata Consumer
Products. The announcement comes days after Walgreens announced its first India GCC in Chennai, at DLF
Downtown, Taramani, on the newly announced OMR GCC Corridor.

21 QlEuLbUT 2026 9i6iTM)| ClF6TTENETTS HEMEVENILEF ClFWEVESHH6L (PSHe0enEST &l. GaymeL algul
(etresflemevuiNey, SLOPBTL 96T (P&6SL(H 26ars &L HM|6UESTLOMEST 6MmEsL63TeN SLOILPIHIT(H 2L 65T 6NVLTIFLIS 6N
YAbglemriey LB ens6w(WsHSHLLE); @ibSHlwmailsy 615l (WH6L 2 6vsemmaillwl HMe6sT MW enS
(GCC) oiem&s @& aUlelG 6 EW. @wenwib Cl&esTemest &iFLO6ssfluT6v 2 6iT6IT FITLOTEY)|ZI65T & 856116V

Qi mflevmI L L E1sTa6v 3emlou|bd; evLTiL&e 6T 2 susemmailw Clsmiflevmil L wHmID HlH &
QEweLLIT(H&H6em6ITE: & WMEHLD. (PSHV HLLSSH 6L &My 800 2wy HIILS 1S mLlevHIL LI
GeuemeveumUILIL& 6T 2 (HeUMGLD 6T6oT eTHITUMTSSLILIMHE DS, 2erHlWILD 2 600T(H &S, ST T35 VLEFLD 66D 6T63TM)]
Qi faNgasLLL(HeTerg]. 6VLTTLISO6T &6mevening CISTLE6VMILLI SHEVIEU6V]T Y,68TIHE 6UITEIJITI60T,
QFetTemesTui6sT CIBHMPEVHIL LIS HMEmILD QLIPLD, (BNMHS 2SIy @levnLaflsvssev, 2 6iTsLLenLOLIL| LM MILD
LomIbl6v 26185501 H TN &H 6T L HLIEUNENME: STTETTRIS6TTEHS GDILILNLLTT. Cl&mlév LMMI P55 (H

26 g @ aiLlIL] SienEFT e (hHens &6 SIS 60T (PSH6v Sl 800 CeusmeveumiiliLjsener 2 mISILILI(H &SHeoTmi.
@5 GCC, LITLIT S63T6M0WLLDIT L|JITLEL61V 2 L 6BTIT6sT 61VLMFLISenl6sT @bHlws Hlevevenm euessiles gal (h
bimisuents £led) (Hbs1 Sesflwnagsg GlFwesvL(HlLb.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Ggje (p&&HWws @l s6iT

* MoU signed between Starbucks and Guidance Tamil Nadu on 21 September 2026, in the presence of CM C.
Joseph Vijay.

21 QFULLbUIF 2026 oi6TM)| (PSHevenESFT &, CmeLl el (eiTesllemnsuuilsy eVLITITLIS 61V-60185 L 65T6TV
SLBE[H EULHSLD.

* Starbucks’ first Global Capability Centre (GCC) in India, at Ramanujan IT Park, Taramani, Chennai.
soLTyLSe 6T @IbSHlwmeilsst (W&H6v 2 6vasemmail Hlmest enwwwib (GCC); GClFssTement SHIyLD65HI) JITLOITEH) |22 65T
2.19. LLmIsmailsv.

e About 800 high-value technology jobs in the first phase; salaries reported up to about ¥35 lakh a year.

W6V BLLSH 6L &omy 800 2w SIS QS TSIeVHIL LI Couenevss6it; 2arHlib 68T(H () &My T35 VL &Ld
6U6DIT.

* Will handle Starbucks’ global technology and financial operations, separately from its Indian retail JV with Tata
Consumer Products.
euLTILSeN 6T 2 6vsemmaiiwl Gl miflevmiL L, HIHEF ClFweLLIM(H&HEM6ITE 608 WIT(ETHLD; LITLIT S63T6M0WLLOIT
HomLsLen Fal(h) Hlimieuers 560 (ph&l Sesflwimers).

¢ CTO Anand Varadharajan cited talent depth, lower attrition, infrastructure and State incentives; Minister
Virudhai Magal Keerthana confirmed the jobs figure.

HMEVENLOG GISHTLIEVBILLI 6VI6U6EVIT Y,6BTIHS 6UTSHIFITEI6BT HNEBILD QYLIPLD, (&6MMHS SenLallevssv,
2 6T&LL6enILLIL, oMV 2618585850615 Ten & &6m6Mms (HDILINLLTT; Henw&FEFT ad(hensd L& 6T &78 5 60T
2 mIFlILbHSSeT.
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* Follows Walgreens'’ first India GCC at DLF Downtown, Taramani, on the newly announced OMR GCC Corridor.

sumev&ifesTerv [Hlm|6u6wTLD SHiFLoevsfl DLF LeyssTLeyesflév Sieming @b @bHwmedles psev GCC-s L LM & YHSTe

SiMafsslulL OMR GCC auflssL55\60.
Static GK Connect

Global Capability Centres (GCCs)

GCCs are offshore units that a multinational sets up to deliver
technology, finance, analytics and research services to its
worldwide operations. India hosts the largest concentration of
GCCs in the world. In Tamil Nadu they are clustered along Old
Mahabalipuram Road (OMR), also called the IT
Expressway, in Chennai.

Guidance Tamil Nadu

The State’s nodal investment promotion and single-
window facilitation agency, established in 1992 and
functioning under the Industries Department. It organises
the Tamil Nadu Global Investors Meet (GIM). Tamil Nadu is
among India’s most industrialised States and a leader in
automobiles, textiles, leather and electronics.

Srinivasa Ramanujan

The IT park is named after the mathematician Srinivasa
Ramanujan (1887-1920), born at Erode and raised at
Kumbakonam, Tamil Nadu. He was elected a Fellow of the
Royal Society in 1918. His birthday, 22 December, is
observed as National Mathematics Day, declared in 2012.

2 sussenmeilw Hlmest snowirkiger (GCC)

GCC eT6tTLIS| 69(Th LI6tTeoTTL(h) IH1MI6U6DTLD S63T8] 2 6u&6mmasiw
QEweLIT(H&EHEES CBTPEVHILLID, B, LGUuTile],
SYTMLEF & CFN6LSHEMET 6LLPMHIS MGG &LVSLHS
enLWLD. 2 6u&HICeLGIW Hls GCC-6iT @b Wmailey 2 6iTerreoT.
SIDBTL 960 @em6u Cl&F6iTen6oTUT 63T LISBILPLI LOITLD6VEVL|IFLD
gmemevuilev (OMR), g3.19. eflemiyey&&mensv 66Tl ILI(HILD
LGS UN6L GeNba6TeTer.

em&BL6BTEN HLONLPIHIT(H

MHlVEH 65T (LPSH6tTEnLD (PSHESL(H 28 (B eI LmHmILD
@MbenmE ey eugs) iblmieaussrid; 1992-@)\6v
BimieuliLlLg); Qsmiblsvgienmuilest £1p @Ik MSI.
S1LPHBTH 2 6v8 (PSS LTEMT&6IT MBITLenL (GIM)
gHUT({H CEWH MG

LibIbleumE [JITLDITED)| Q65T

@BHS .19 LBIST H6fl5Gens LabHlaune [ men)|2gest
(1887-1920) QLIWITTEL SienOHSHEHI; FGHTLIgeV LNMHE)
(BLLUGHTETITSHH6V 6u6TTHEH6LT. 1918-@\60 M6V
QenenaLlly 2 MILNeTINa: s CHTHOS[HSSLILILLTYT. Si6UTH]
NmbHS HreTmeT Ig&FbLUT 22, G5Hw sevsfls Slevrioms

2l fl&alubEngl (2012-@6v Simlafiiy).
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Chief Minister reviews north-east monsoon preparedness; orders statewide dengue
containment drive

UL P& (G LI LI(THeULDenLps SWITTIHlemevenill (P&6VERLDEET Y e ClFwsmy; wmhlevd &weilw
CILBIE SHILIL BLAIIY &N S, 2556
Event date / fi&Lpe Ca&): 21 September 2026

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay chaired a review meeting at the Secretariat, Chennai, on 21
September 2026 on preparedness for the north-east monsoon and on dengue control. He directed officials to
identify areas vulnerable to seawater ingress, coastal erosion and flooding and to keep ready evacuation lists
of vulnerable villages and residents. Schools and community halls are to be readied as relief camps with
drinking water, food, power, sanitation and medical facilities, and emergency teams equipped with boats, life
jackets, ropes, generators and water pumps. He also ordered the protection of paddy stocks in godowns
from rainwater and the use of drones to inspect roads, storm-water drains and bridges. Revenue and Disaster
Management Minister K.A. Sengottaiyan submitted the preliminary report of the Expert Advisory Committee
on Disaster Management on El Nifio. On dengue, the Chief Minister ordered door-to-door inspections by
Dengue Breeding Check (DBC) workers, intensified larval control and hospital readiness for severe dengue
management. Chief Secretary M. Sai Kumar, Health Minister K.G. Arunraj and the collectors of 14 districts
(by videoconference) took part.

21 QEULLUl 2026 96T SOIWDETH WHevemwas] . Gnall algul Cl&F6sTeme6sTs &6016V60ILDE
QFwevssHl6v auL P8 5L LI(HEULERLS &WTFHleney mmIb CILmki@s sLHLUTH (FMSS] i16s Fal L&Hms
BLSSHETTT. SLVIBT 2 L L|(556V, SL6VIfILIL] MHMILD CleueTens & mev LITS&ELILILSFalgll LGS S6n6me
SevoTLMlwe LD, UTHLIL8(E6TeT (&L HFmomigeT HmID wESerflet GleuslGumMLI LILLgUL1snevs SWITFTES
M6EUSSHELD HHSTI & EHSE 2&5SHTeNLLTT. LITefl&6iT oMHMILD SF(IPSTLE FaL BISGen6 (Glbl, 2 65oT6),
Ll6BTEMITLD, &ILILT6 MMILD LO(HESESHI6U 6UFSH) 8 (STHLET [Hl6UMF6ssT (PHMD&HEMTHS SWTTLI(HSHS5 CeustoT(hHd; eus L
L1660f185 (8 (L0 &5 (6TH s (8 LIL (B 861T, 2 W [J&TE (51D 2 60IL&6iT, &HUNMIS6IT, LlesTesTTE: & 61T, 51T @) 601D &5 (5LD
@uibdHrrisst suprislitL Ceussor(hlb. HlLmkigsserflev 2 6iter GlHev @)\ (HLIsnILI e IBIfle0) (Hh&| LIS TE 6D,
FTEM6EVEEIT, LDEDLPIBT 619 SHTEVS6IT, LITVMISENST 46| ClFiw LEeymssTaemnenL LweTUHSSH D 2 556l LT].
su(Heumul MM GUIIL CoevmestTenI S Hlemm e &FT G.65. CFmIGHTLenL W6, 616V HG6sTT (8155
GuiflLy GuevmessTemio HlLjevaT) YU CevTFem6sTs: (8 (LaNl6dT (PHMEL L HMEmSHEnWE FFULNSSTT. CILMkIE
QamLiurs, ClLmIE @ eTl6lL(h&ss &HILIL L usssflumsmisenmsv (DBC) efi(h) efLms gy ul6], HellFomss L&
SLHILUMH), LHSSHIUDEN6TTS SWTTHN6V Y &EIEUDMISHE, 2 &STONLLTI.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&H\ws &GmLIL 86T

* Review chaired by CM C. Joseph Vijay at the Secretariat, Chennai, on 21 September 2026.

21 QEULLbUF 2026 oi60TM| ClF6iTen6TS Hemevenlns Gl&FWeVE S H6v (PoHeenss] #l. GameLl aflggul
HEMEVEMLOUINEV Y U16)].

Officials to map areas vulnerable to seawater ingress, coastal erosion and flooding and prepare evacuation
lists.

sLVIBT 2 ' L|(556Y, &L6VIfILIL], GCleusiTens s mev LTH&SLLGHID LGS SHen6l susnTmIsg| cleusflCummL L iguisy
swrifliy.

* Schools and community halls to be readied as relief camps; teams equipped with boats, life jackets, ropes,
generators and pumps.

L6iT6Ifl & 61T, & (PBTWE FaLMBIS6IT [Hl6UTT6TT (LPSHTLDSHETTS; (5 (D55 ETHS(E) LIL(EGHE6IT, 2 uNFaTE (GLD 2 65 86T,
&SUNmI&6T, LS65TedTTE: 5 &6iT, LILDL|S61T.

Orders to protect paddy stocks in godowns and to use drones to inspect roads, storm-water drains and bridges.
EILIE ClH6Y @\ (HLIEMLIL LITSHISTEHSHE LD, FTENEVSET, LO6NLPBT 61198 M6V&6IT, LITEVEISHEN6IT 2y, U16)] Gl& i
LGymesTasemertLl LILIGTL(H&SH6LD 2 &HT6.

* Revenue and Disaster Management Minister K.A. Sengottaiyan submitted the preliminary report of the

Expert Advisory Committee on Disaster Management on El Niio.

su(meumil, GUIfiLy Gevmessrend Sjen&FT Cos.67. ClFRIGHTLsnL W6 616V IHGevTT (B &H8 GUIFILT
GeviressTeniLd HIL|6woTIy (8 (LeN65T (PHMHLL M &HMEHN WS FTLILNGSTH.
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* Dengue: door-to-door checks by DBC workers, larval control and hospital readiness; collectors of 14 districts

joined by videoconference.

GlLriiE: DBC uessflumsmiyassenmev efi(h) eLmes g uley, Lps SLEILUTH), W(HSHSIeUnemeTs SWThHensy; 14

wreul L QL AlwFsseir &relesormed) suflwmsll LmkiGasmL.
Static GK Connect

North-east monsoon

Also called the retreating monsoon or winter monsoon, it
runs from October to December and brings Tamil Nadu
about 48% of its annual rainfall — the State depends on it
far more than on the south-west monsoon. The winds blow
from land to sea and pick up moisture over the Bay of
Bengal.

El Nifo

El Nifio is the warm phase of the El Nifo-Southern
Oscillation (ENSO), marked by abnormal warming of the
central and eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean. It is
generally associated with a weaker south-west monsoon in
India, while La Nifa, the cool phase, is usually associated with
a stronger monsoon.

Dengue

A viral disease spread by the Aedes aegypti mosquito, which
breeds in clean, stagnant water and bites during the day.
Tamil Nadu deploys Domestic Breeding Checkers (DBC) for
household surveillance. National Dengue Day is 16 May.
The national programme is the National Centre for Vector
Borne Diseases Control (NCVBDC).

UL &) 1p8 &L LI(THeULDEmLD

LN6BTEUMISI(GLD LITHEULDEMLY 60605 (86Tl ITeV LI(HeuLnenLp
6TerTe LD SienWP&ELILMHH MG HBCLITUIT (LPSH6V 19&FLDLIT
6Uem BleSEME|; SLOIDBTLL65T 4,665 (H LOEMLPUWIETET6V SLOTT
48% @\ 560760 HlemL&EH MG HTHM] Hl6V85 )60 (HHS)
HLEVI5 @ 698 euris 8 BL6016V FLILSSHmSL QUMHMSI.

et6v HYGevTIT

676V [H1GevTIT 6T63TLIG| 6T6V IHGEBTIT-C15 M (8 Siemevey (ENSO)
blspefler GleuliLis s LLD; G HSIW MHMID HLps S
LwsHw Crems s LFLNEG &L6016T | F TS TT6es0T
QeuliLwibrgeumey GMlsEslUbHEH Mg @nhHwmeiley @ g
GCurgleuns LevelesTiomesT G5 65TGLOM (8L LI(ThH6ULDEMLPU|L 65T
QBTLILeMLWIG]; (8618 &LLLDIT6T 6VIT [HI6BTIT 66V |6LIT60T
LI(H6ULDEMLPU|L 65T QG TLITL|6nLWIG).

QLmIE

6713610 FFSILIEmL G\ & Ta6UT6Y L6 LD smeureny Grbimul;
gmuenwwnsst, GamiHlw Biflev @ eTlCLHEEHD ClFig)
L8606V &9 ELW. SLOPBT(H 5L ([ e ssTs 651 (H

@ 6THOL(HES g uieumsmijaener (DBC)
LweTU(H&HSHIH MG CaHlw ClLkiE, mireT G 16. CoHHwis
SHILLD GapAlw CrmilssL S5 Crhmils s (Hilum (jH
enowib (NCVBDC).

ATHIYAMAN ACADEMY - 8681859181 - Page 29 /51



Row over the proposed Assembly-cum-Secretariat complex at Pattinapakkam; Stalin backs
fishermen

ULIgesTLILIME S H6V (PesTOMAlWLLL FLLLOGUTen6U-Semn6venins GCl&wevs auemmaLd (&858
gygeng; LBeoTeu )8 (6TH 8 (8 TVLTEVI65T S, 5T6
Event date / fi&Lpe| Ca&): 21 September 2026

A controversy over the proposed Assembly-cum-Secretariat complex at Pattinapakkam, Chennai, came to a
head on 21 September 2026, the deadline set by fishermen for withdrawal of the government order. The order
gave in-principle approval for a complex of about 20 lakh square feet of built-up area at an estimated ¥1,200
crore on about 25.55 acres, and directed the Public Works Department to prepare a Detailed Project Report
(DPR). DMK president M.K. Stalin demanded withdrawal of the order, citing the impact on fishing hamlets
including Mullikuppam, Srinivasapuram, Rajiv Gandhi Nagar, Bhavani Kuppam, Irudhayapuram,
Selvarajpuram, Thoomil Kuppam and Nochikuppam. He pointed to about 1,356 Tamil Nadu Urban Habitat
Development Board tenements in dilapidated condition and about 1,000 huts at Srinivasapuram, and
proposed the Omandurar Government Estate as an alternative site. Fishermen from more than ten hamlets
had warned of a statewide agitation. Minister Aadhav Arjuna said the order only initiated the process, that a DPR
would be prepared and that the final decision rests with the Chief Minister; School Education Minister Rajmohan
said the Chief Minister would decide after considering the views of fishermen and residents.

O\ FetTemI6nT LILI96sTLILITE &S H516V (LpesTOILMSIWILILLL FLLLIGLIFen6I-56emevenLns GCl&FW6Vs: 6L (5155
FIEFOE, S TFTN6TITenW eUTLIeN LM Westeuse HlfewTuN &g &mevsblshleumest 21 GlELILLbLIF 2026 2i6tTM)

2 FF5H0S 6TLIgWIG|. &MY 25.55 §&&Ifl6v, &MY 20 6VLEFLD F&IT ilg &L (HLomeoTLl LIFLIL|L6sT, &Ly T1,200
Gasimig ELISI 1960 EUETTHLD eSS i6L6UTemeseT GlEsmeiTemss emailev LI 6v Sief&55!; aNifleumsst S L
aMsemnsenws (DPR) swmifléas GlungiliLesils slemms g 2 55760 Lg|. Sl (Pps Hem6v6UIf (p.8. eVLITeSl6sT
SLEETITEN W UL QlLMmE Gamifleormiy; (Weirerfles @ LU, FesfleunsL g, grgdsu snhH) mHe1, Lsumesf] (gLILID,
@@mawyrb, QFsveurTRLTD, HMLBl6L (HLILILD, CIBIeH &G LU 2 sTerfllL BeTeus &gudl(HLLsEnhssE)
gHUGID UTSHLnUE &LIgSSTLIgeTT. FosfleumeL T e &y 1,356 SLlpmm[H maFLLm eumpeailL Gowum (h
sumflwss (& pullpLiyser flHlevwenLbs Hlemevuilev 2 6Temeng Wb, &My 1,000 (5l9.60& 86T @)(HLILIEHSW|LD
GOILNLE), LIHD| @)LLOTS CROHBITTIT & 6U6TTEHSNS (PeTCITHHSTY. SEMDEFFT Y,B5H6U B JSI6TTIT,
SLEM6TT GIF WISV (PemMENWS GISHTLmIE WG| L(HGLW sresred, DPR swimiflésLlLbhlb sTere|d, @mIsH) (pigey
(WPSHEVEDEFIfILLD 2 6TETS)| 6T60T6LLD ForM6oTITIT.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gsia| (p&Hlws &mMILIL&eT

e Government order gave in-principle approval for an Assembly-cum-Secretariat complex at Pattinapakkam,
Chennai.

QlFetTemenT LILIg6sTLILITE: &S H)6V &L L LICLITEn6I-SH6n6v6mLDg Cl&FWsvs: 6UsTTEHSSH M (& & TenswT blameiTend
olemailev eRLILSH6V 6155 5.

e Scale: about 25.55 acres, 20 lakh sq ft of built-up area, estimated cost ¥1,200 crore; PWD to prepare the DPR.
Siemey: &M 25.55 g1, 20 VLEFLD &&IIT iy SL(Hmesrd, HILSEH 1,200 Gsmg; DPR swmiflés
QumgIliLewilg &IenmeE, 2 &ST6).

* DMK president M.K. Stalin demanded withdrawal, naming eight affected fishing hamlets including
Srinivasapuram and Nochikuppam.

S5 H6m6V6UIT (LP.8. VLITES165T Y enestTenl UL GlLms Gasmiflestmr; FesfleumeLyid, ClbIE&8 (& LILLD
2 ererflLL 6T (h) BetTouss (59Ul (HLIL|Sen6Ts GMILINCLTT.

¢ He cited about 1,356 TNUHDB tenements in dilapidated condition and about 1,000 huts at Srinivasapuram.
Feolleurgyrs$lev sy 1,356 TNUHDB (gigui)(pLiLssiT Hl&levwenLibs Hlensvuilenib, somj 1,000
(BI96MEFE(ETHLD 2 6TEMHTSHE (&MILILNLLTI.

* He proposed the Omandurar Government Estate as an alternative site; fishermen from over ten hamlets had set

21 September as the deadline.

LMHM| @LLOTS RLOHSITTTT S{J& UETTH S0 (PTCILTHIHSTT; LSS5 G0 GHLLL GLuilmLiy Wesreufssst 21
CElLbuenT 5Teu&6ls ([Hleums HFewTuSSH) (HHSEUTT.
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e Minister Aadhav Arjuna said the order only initiated the process and the final decision rests with the Chief

Minister.

SIMOFFT B 6U B [TSICETTIT, QLN GIFIIEH(LPEOMEM WS GG TLMEISIWIg| L (HIGLW sraTa|d, @mIH) (pige

(PBHEVNDEFIfILLD 2 6T6ITG)| 6T60T6YLD FaM)6BTITI.

Static GK Connect

Tamil Nadu Secretariat

The Secretariat functions from Fort St. George, Chennai,
which also houses the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly.
Fort St. George was built by the East India Company in
1644 and is the oldest British fortress in India. The
Omandurar Government Estate, named after former Chief
Minister O.P. Ramaswamy Reddiyar, was built as an
Assembly-Secretariat complex in 2010 and later converted into
a multi-speciality government hospital.

Coastal Regulation Zone

The CRZ Notification is issued under the Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986; the current version is CRZ
Notification, 2019. It classifies the coast into CRZ-I to CRZ-
IV and regulates construction within 500 m of the High Tide
Line. Tamil Nadu has India’s second longest coastline
(about 1,076 km) after Gujarat.

Opposition in Tamil Nadu

M.K. Stalin is the president of the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK), founded by C.N. Annadurai in 1949.
Udhayanidhi Stalin is the Leader of the Opposition in the
Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly. The Leader of the Opposition
is recognised under the Salary and Allowances of Leaders
of Opposition Act, 1977 at the Union level, and under State
rules in the States.

SDHT(H HemevenLos Cl&FWIeVELD

HM6VE0LE ClFWevaLD GClFesTenssT Lj6vfls 2mye
CamlienLuileb @uiniGHmg); HPHBIEH FLLOCUFenauu]LD
SIRICHGCW 2 6Terg). Leollg gomye GamisnL 1644-@)6v
£psHHH WS soluesflumey s LUl Lg); @hHwmallsr
uLpenwimest LN 19619 CHTLEML. (LPETETTITEIT (LP&H6VEMLOEFEFIT
.19, gmw&ms) QyLigwiny QuwiflevrsT sRLOBSITTTT HF&
suermasLD 2010-@)6v FLLLIGLIFE0n6U-CFILIENS 6UETTEHLOMES
SLLULL ([ 6DTETTT T8 Lo(THESI6ULDEDETTITE LOMMMUILILLG).

SLGEVITIT ¢(LPSI(E) (LMD LDETTTL6VLD

CRZ ginfie&emss sDM|&EFsLp6v (LIMSISTLIL]) FLLLD,
1986-@)etT &1 GleusLILLILIBEMEI; HHCLTEnS WS CRZ
snefsens, 2019. sLDHsmTenW CRZ-1 a6y CRZ-IV
eueny eUMSELIL[HSS), 2 Wif Sjemevsd Gamiiged) (hbgl 500
LBLL (&8 6T &L (HLoMetTEHe08 6(LMH!IEGUHSSIH S
GRITE5IHE AbSSULTS GbHlwimeiler GressrLmeug)
hemmest SLMEen) SODHTL(H&E (somy 1,076 &).16.).

SDBHTLIg6V 6T Fa 51L&
(p.8. evLmedlssT HlymailL (pesTGesTHM S H1p8 5 H)60T
(H(ss) Hemevauly; 1949-@)60 F.6T65T. SI6TITETITTS |60 ]

BHimeNwgl. 2 swiblé) evLmedlest sL01DHT(H
FLLLUGUTeneuull6T 6T TEH & LF8 Semeveury.

ATHIYAMAN ACADEMY - 8681859181 - Page 31 /51



TVK drops allied-party leaders from its star campaigners list for the 6 October by-polls
&CLTUT 6 Q6L 5CHTHEVISHSHT6OT H6v18] BLESSTL LNFEMTTSHTSH6T UL igwedeS)(Hibg Fal Levofls

&LHS BemeveufHeneT &oleus HEHWg)
Event date / fl&1pe Ca8): 21 September 2026

On 21 September 2026, the ruling Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) revised its list of star campaigners for
the by-elections to the Madurantakam and Dharapuram Assembly constituencies, scheduled for 6 October
2026, dropping leaders belonging to allied parties. The original list of 40 star campaigners had included MDMK
general secretary Vaiko, VCK president Thol. Thirumavalavan, Tamil Nadu Congress Committee
president Manickam Tagore, IUML national president K.M. Kader Mohideen and MP Durai Vaiko. DMK
organising secretary R.S. Bharathi met Chief Electoral Officer Archana Patnaik and argued that including
leaders of other recognised parties breached Section 77 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951,
seeking that such campaign expenditure be booked to the candidates’ election expenses. The AIADMK and BJP
state secretary ‘Karate’ R. Thiagarajan also sought clarification from the poll panel. TVK’s candidates are
Maragatham Kumaravel in Madurantakam and Sathyabama in Dharapuram.

21 QEULLDUF 2026 2i6TM)], 2,(6THLD HLILPS Gleumnls &Lp&Ld (Holeus), 6 S15CLITLIF 2026 Ii6tTM)
HEMLGILIMEL6ITET LOGITMHSELD LMM|LD SIFFILFLD FLLLOTMS CHTESH @60 5CHTSH608 (6THESTET &60TS|
BLESSHITL NTFNTSFTHET UL WLen6vs &) (h&SH), ol Lewwlls slflesenerg CFIHe H6m6eV6UTHem6T HHEILIS].
WP&6516v Gleusiflwimerr 40 BLESSTLI LNFFNTHTH6IT LIL 19116060 D&H)(ps GlLmg & GlFwevmsmy emeuCasim, aflfls
&6m6v6UIT G5 m6v. H(HLomeueTeussT, SHLPHT(H HBMmIS Fer HLSLIg8 &606V6UIT LTI &H&HLD SNFal],
@).uL,.611D.6T60. Gl WH Hemeveury Gs.611D. HMSHT CLTEHH6bT, HITLM(EHLO6THD 2 MILILN6oTy Hlemy emeuGsim
S FHCWIMT @LDGLMM(HHESHETT. H(LPE HEMIDOLIL|E Gl&FWIEVITETT Q1. 6T610. LTS Heneveniosd G560

AH &Ml TEF6OTIT LLHTWENS FHHS5E!, LM SrssflasliulL slfaefler Hemevelseners CaFyLiLg)

wa a6 LNyHHHsgeus &L, 1951-@est LNifley 77-g0 BmieusTs eUTHILLTT; HSHHensHW LNFeTrs Claeveney
Geulumemgasefler GCoHrgev Glgeuailey CaieHas CoustoT(hb srevrds CamifleoTmy. H6leus GouLl LITETTS6IT: &I TTHSHSE S 60
LIHSHL (GLIFGaU6Y, HTITLTSHSH60 &F&WLITLON.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gsia| (p&Hlws &mMILIL&eT

e By-elections to Madurantakam and Dharapuram Assembly constituencies on 6 October 2026.
WITTHSHHD, STTILFLD FLLLTMS CSTESH QenL&5CsHTH6v&H6T 6 &CLTLIf 2026.

e TVK’s original list had 40 star campaigners, including Vaiko, Thol. Thirumavalavan, Manickam Tagore and
K.M. Kader Mohideen.
HGleusealle (Lpgev LILIgledlsy 40 BLESSTL LNFENTHIH6T - 606uGssT, C15mev. &) (IHLOTEUETaIET, LDT6ssfl &8 LD
sngal, 6s.61D. &I ClTHEILest 2 6iT6r\ILGLITT.

- DMK organising secretary R.S. Bharathi met Chief Electoral Officer Archana Patnaik objecting to the list.
(P& ENIDLILE ClFW6VITET QY 17.6T6M. LIMTTH) Hensveninsg CHi56v B &Ml S FFF6sTT LILBITLSHNS
FhH S8 L CFNGHTT.

e The objection rests on Section 77 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, on accounting for election
expenditure.
2L CFLIemenT W& B6T LNTH MBS S 5Ieus FLLLD, 1951-@l6st LNifley 77 - CoT5H60 ClFeves &6wres ) G\ TLTLITETS).

* AIADMK and BJP state secretary ‘Karate’ R. Thiagarajan also sought clarification from the poll panel.
AH (P& LOHMID LTS LME6VE GCl&FWeVTeT ‘SrmH6s8’ & . SIWIMSHFTR6T CHTH60 SLeM6TTIWSHSILLD 616Tees LD
Gasmifleoryy.

* TVK candidates: Maragatham Kumaravel (Madurantakam) and Sathyabama (Dharapuram).

&0l6us CeULLIMETI&6T: LF&SSLD (GHLOFEau6v (L0gITTHSHED), FHWUITLON (STTTL D).
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Static GK Connect

Star campaigners

Under Section 77(1) of the Representation of the People
Act, 1951, travel expenditure of recognised star campaigners
is not added to a candidate’s election expenses. A recognised
national or State party may name up to 40 star
campaigners; an unrecognised registered party may name up
to 20. The list must be submitted to the Election
Commission and the Chief Electoral Officer within seven
days of notification.

Election Commission of India

A constitutional body under Article 324, established on 25
January 1950 — now observed as National Voters’ Day. It
has been a three-member body since 1993. Each State has a
Chief Electoral Officer (CEO); Tamil Nadu’s CEO is Archana
Patnaik. By-elections must ordinarily be held within six
months of a vacancy arising, under Section 151A of the RP
Act, 1951.

Tamil Nadu political parties

TVK - Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam, founded by C. Joseph
Vijay in 2024. MDMK was founded by Vaiko in 1994; VCK
(Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi) is led by Thol.
Thirumavalavan; the AIADMK was founded by M.G.
Ramachandran in 1972.

BLESSH T NFETsFe6iT

W& &6T NTHBSHaHI6uEF FLLID, 1951-@6it 1Nifley 77(1)-
@\6iTLlg, HRISSFSSEILLL BLESS TL LNFETTETserleor
Lwesore: Glgeve | Geul Limsmiflest CaIg60 Clasuailsy
Casaliu@eudlevemnsy. onSsiflasliulL Caflu 6vsvg)
wrHlevs &L 9HsLLFD 40 CLenFWL,
Sm&sflessuuLTs Luble| QeluliulL sLd 20 Cuenru|b
SIMeN&&6ud. LLIguiensey SMlal&Henss L LM & e
IBITL_8(6TH (86T C5T5H60 Y en6mTILSHSL(LPLD H6M6V6MLDS
G560 BTN S6fl&Hes Coustor(hLb.

@S CxTaH60 o,601655TWLILD

55| 324-@)\60T LD eMWHS HFFIWIEVEHLOLIL] HEWLOLIL;
25 gevteuifl 1950-@)ev HimisuliLlLg| — @& Cadlw
SUMESITEIIY [HIT6TE: 60| FflHaLubHlEmE. 1993 a0
eLpetTm| 2 MILILN6DT SHemLdLIL|. 626UGleUM (T LOMHleV& &M (& LD
sHenevenios Csis6v SiHamifl (CEO); slpmmLlgsst CEO
SFgFseoTm LULBIWS. LNfley 151A-@\etTLlg STedlUNLLD gFHLILL
1M LOITS IS (6TH 8 (86T Q)60 5HC5TH60 HLSSLILIL
GeueToT(HILD.

S1LPHTL(H SiTFwev sLFlae6r

50l6us - 5161108 GCleuMM s &Lp&LD; 2024-@)60 &. CmaL
eflggul HimieNlwig). H s - 1994-@\sv eneuGasm
BHmewg); eNAss (aNHlaemevs HlmisHens a6 SLE) -
Q5 m6v. &) (HLOMEUETEUEST FH60606mUIN6Y; HH(ps - 1972-
@6V eT1D. 23\, FIEFHSF6sT HlmieNwig).

Indian Oil approves ¥2,448.70 crore Kochi-Kanyakumari-Thoothukudi natural gas pipeline

¥2,448.70 Gsmiy &L Nevmest Cl&me&-gettesflwim&Loifl-5185 518Gy @uIMenss sTifleumu|s (SLPmuls

HLLSHDE @bHuwisir 2ufleh @LUiLiSeD
Event date / hlsLpe| Ca&H): 21 September 2026

The Board of Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL) approved an investment of ¥2,448.70 crore on 21
September 2026 for the Kochi-Kanyakumari-Thoothukudi Natural Gas Pipeline. The pipeline will run
424.65 km from Kochi in Kerala to Thoothukudi in Tamil Nadu by way of the Kanyakumari region, and will be
laid, built and operated by Indian Qil. Its total transportation capacity will be 6.84 million metric standard cubic
metres per day (MMSCMD), of which at least 1.71 MMSCMD will be reserved as common carrier capacity for
eligible third parties under the applicable regulatory framework. The decision was taken at a board meeting held
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. and disclosed to the stock exchanges under Regulation 30 of the SEBI (Listing
Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The investment remains subject to statutory
clearances. For Tamil Nadu the project matters because it opens an evacuation route for regasified LNG from the
Kochi LNG terminal into the southern districts, supporting industry, city gas distribution and the State’s industrial

corridor around Thoothukudi.

21 QleuLbuy 2026 9j6tm)| @bHlwest ,ufl6v HTFLLGTa%esT 6SIAGILL (I0CL) hjeunss & (W0, Clesmefl-
seotesf MG LOIfl-S15 518Gy @uMens eTifleuru|s (HLRMiIS SILLSHM S T2,448.70 Camig (1p565.(H5(S
RULSH6L SefH58. @& Gl Carersslest ClameFlulled) (Hbhg sestesflwimEGLoif] L@ suflwims

SODIHTL L963T HITH S5 Gl 60T 424.65 H).15. [H6m5 560 SiemoU|LD; @) &HemesT @HSH WeT 4 UN6L EMWEH G, SHL g,
QWEELD. CLTEHSL CUTEEMTSHSISH SHM6iT HITC6TTeTmI& (8, 6.84 Wlevedlwiest GILLIfl& Hlemevwlimsst 6ot L LI
(MMSCMD); @ &6y (BenmbsEE 1.71 MMSCMD GQLUIM(HHSILD 6(L0MI(&WeNME &L LenLILN6IT S1p & @& u|eTer
eesTMIMLD STLILNesT(H& s TesT GlLmgl Gaiflwiy SlMesTis: 628158 LLHIW. Sremev 11:00 (W&H6v LNMHLHEY 1:15 ausniy
BEOLELMHM HIFeUNsSE (& (W08 Fal LsHev @wige| sihisslul(h), Clel (Uliguish &LemL& 6T LMMILD
QeusilliL(h 58560 CaemeussiT) Nl (penrmssiT, 2015-EN6oT (LR MG (Pemm 30-@)60T LLD LIMmIEE
FHen& 5 (EH5 &S s fleNlsalILLLg|. (PSHeSH FLLULLTO QIS EHEE 2 LLILLGI.

ATHIYAMAN ACADEMY - 8681859181 - Page 33 /51



KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&Hws &mILIL 86T

* IOCL board approved ¥2,448.70 crore on 21 September 2026 for the Kochi-Kanyakumari-Thoothukudi Natural

Gas Pipeline.

21 QFULLbUF 2026 oi6tTm)| CleTEF-gestesfl Mm@ If-gTsH815 Gl @umhens efleumus GLLmils SHLLsHnE I0CL

Bjeunss (5 (L ¥2,448.70 Gsimg qLUIL|S60.

e Length 424.65 km, from Kochi (Kerala) to Thoothukudi (Tamil Nadu) via the Kanyakumari region.

b6 424.65 &).18.; Qaned (BGsyemm) (WaH6v sevresflm@ifl euflwims SITHSHI5 Gl (SLOLPHBT([H) euen.

« Total transportation capacity 6.84 MMSCMD; at least 1.71 MMSCMD reserved as common carrier capacity.

gL CUTEETSHS5S Hmet 6.84 MMSCMD; mmHsg 1.71 MMSCMD Glung Caflwi Simestms

@8165H.

* Disclosed under Regulation 30 of the SEBI (LODR) Regulations, 2015; investment subject to statutory

clearances.

Q&19 (LODR) el (emmss6iT, 2015-@6dT q(LRMI(G (Penm 30-@\6tr S Cleusflui(h); wWwaeSH sl e

SV & (EHEE 2 L LILLE).

* Opens an evacuation route for regasified LNG from the Kochi LNG terminal into Tamil Nadu’s southern districts.

Qamed#) LNG (pemest &) ed)(hibg LeTeumeumsalil L LNG-g3 SLOLDHBITL1965T GG 60T LOM6LL L kI8 (6THEs (&8

Q& mesor(h) ClFsLaVID euflemws HMEHE MG
Static GK Connect

Indian Oil Corporation Limited

A Maharatna Central Public Sector Enterprise under the
Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas; headquarters
New Delhi; formed in 1964 by the merger of Indian Refineries
Ltd and Indian Oil Company Ltd. It is India’s largest
commercial enterprise by revenue. The Union Minister for
Petroleum and Natural Gas is Shri Hardeep Singh Puri.

PNGRB

The Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board is a
statutory body constituted under the PNGRB Act, 2006,
operational from 2007; headquarters New Delhi. It authorises
natural gas pipelines and City Gas Distribution (CGD)
networks and enforces common carrier and contract
carrier obligations.

Thoothukudi and Kanyakumari

Thoothukudi, the ‘Pearl City’, hosts the V.O.
Chidambaranar Port Authority, one of India’s major ports,
on the Gulf of Mannar. Kanyakumari is the southernmost
district of mainland India, where the Bay of Bengal, the
Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean meet. India aims to
raise natural gas to 15% of its primary energy mix by
2030.

@n&west oy,uflev smFLLICTagest eS1LS1GILL
QULGymTeSIWLD MHMID Gluimenss erifleumu]
SEMDEFF&HH 60T 1D 2 66T LTI EBTIT LoGHSWILI
QUgISHEImM HMIEUETTLD; HEMEVENLOWISHLD LGl Hleved);

@ b&west flsosmLisoTifery 691G oMM @\ b6t <y,uilev
166l eSIOCILL @)emevoTLiLITey 1964-@)6V 2 (HEUTETS].
aU(hHEUMU SfgliLienLuflev @mb&lwimaNesr WsLGLIflw eusvsfles
HIMI6U6STID. Sien&EET H)(H oS ki L.

PNGRB (QULGrmeSlwiid mmib @uimens erifleurmuy
R(LPTEI(E (P eumiflwiid)

PNGRB &L L1, 2006-@)65T &1p SenD&HSLILILL FLLLILLT6
SienliL]; 2007 (P&H6L ClFWEHILITLIg6V; &H6MEVENLOWISLD LS
£606V). @QUINENS 6TIAlEUTW S (GLOMUISET LOMHMILD MHEIY
erifleumu) eNBICWITE: (CGD) 61606V WIENLDOLIL|S (6THE(E) HEDILDH)
eupmki), Glumg Caflwiy wmHmILD eeliLbs Caflwiy
HLENLOGHENET HL6VLI(HSHSHIHM&].

BI5518B b sestesfilwmgoflujn

W55 BSTLD' HTSHEIEE9ull6v LD6ETETTTT 6uemem (G LTailey
SDWHS 6.2, FISIDLIFESTTT HIeNM(LPELD 2 6T6Ng|; @5
@S WTal6ir (P&HSHIS &IenM(LPSHEIS6IeV 66T
settesflwimgoifl @nHw HlevliLrlifesr QgeTGaTly
LOTeUL L LD; 6UMBIZE SBL6V, HTLINEG HL6V, @bHIwL
QUHRIBLEV FRGLOE @G0 @LLD. 2030-8(8)61T (LPEEITERLD
eTiflgs 686 sevemeauuiley @uimenss erfleumujeneu 15% .8
2 WFHGIeUg| @bSHIwmeNesr @)6v&(&.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY - gifjleflwi6v & G5 mflevmil Lild

Anupriya Patel launches the 7th National Formulary of India 2026 and announces the
Biovigilance Programme of India

@nHlumailsst 7-eug) CaHW WHHE afleurll LULiguwisv 2026-23 SienLflwm LGLsv GleusfluNLLmy;
@nHlw 2 uilgssssorasmessilliLg SHILLLD Sinlafliiy
Event date / hlsLpe| CaH): 21 September 2026

Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare Smt. Anupriya Patel released the 7th edition of the
National Formulary of India (NFI 2026) at the Dr. Ambedkar International Centre, New Delhi, on 21
September 2026, during the 6th National Pharmacovigilance Week (17-23 September 2026). She also
announced the Biovigilance Programme of India (BvPI), approved by the Government, which will monitor
adverse events associated with medicines and biological products used in organ and tissue
transplantation, including products administered to donors and recipients; the Indian Pharmacopoeia
Commission (IPC) will lead it. Also released were a Guidance Document for Hospitals on Safety Monitoring
and Reporting of Medical Device-Related Adverse Events and the ADR-PVvPI 2.0 mobile app for iOS; the
formulary was released digitally as NFI Online. NFI 2026 contains 34 chapters, 20 appendices and 653
drugs, including 42 fixed-dose combinations and 30 immunologicals, aligned with the National List of
Essential Medicines. The Minister noted that India has moved from 123rd (2009-14) to 8th globally in
contributions to the WHO patient-safety database, with about 1,150 adverse drug reaction reporting centres
now operational.

21 QFULLbLIF 2026 oi6tTm|, 6-6u8] CaH&IW (HIHE LITGISTLIL|S 865018 mevoflLIL] eumysslest (17-23
ClFULIUF 2026) GUTE), WSS W HHTSTFLD LMHMID (& HIDU HeV @enestT Sen&s] SHl(HLS Seniuflwm
LGL6Y L5 Hl6v60) LISLT HDCLS ST FTeuCaHa sniowisSHlev @bHlwimailest 7-eug CH&lw w(hHHaE efleuryL
uLiguwiensy (NFI 2026) Qeusflu L. Qigamsv SridssiflasliulL @Sl 2 ullijs s evorasmessflLiL g
SLLEemns Wb (BVPI) Sieuy SiMelssmy; @& 2 mitiy wihmib H& wrhm| Simisneu FElFensuiley
vwesTuHSSLIL[HID L (HIHSISET MHMIWD 2 uNiflwev CILIM(HLS(ETHL 6T CISTLTLEOLII LITSSLOT6T [H&LD6)&H6m6ms:
&H600TSHT6T(185(FH1D; @SHM (& @HSIW (HIHHWEV S 601658 (IPC) H6Mm6V6MLD SHTEIGLD. LD(HESHIEUEF FITSHEBTLD
QB TLIFLITEST LIS &L0M6DT 5 &LD6)| 56016118 & 633T8Mess1& G111 LS MIy6IflLILIS M & T6BT LD (IF 581611 LD 63165185 (6Th 85 85 T6BT
UL GITL L9 QLEUEBTTLD LMD iI0S-&&smest ADR-PVPI 2.0 GlawedSlujd GeusflufLliuiLesr. NFI 2026-@)6v 34
B HWMwIsIS6T, 20 LesresflemessTLIL|&61T, 653 LO(HIHSHISHET 2 6T6ment; @ H60 42 HIEMEVWITET Si6Tay
&H6V6m6US6IT LMHMILD 30 CHmul sTHFLILNWEL O(HIHSIHEIT SILMHEIELD. 2608 GHHETHTT HenLIGetT CHmwmeTy
UMgIsTUILS ST6YS TS maTeT LirkigserliifNey @bHwm 123-6ug L5560 (hHal (2009-14) 2 suasemailsy 8-
6ug| @\ HHM(S, (PeTCarmlWsTeng); HHGELTE| &M 1,150 LIS SL0TesT Lo(hIhg 619165168T L|SITI 63ILDWIMI& 61T
QlEwsvLi(hl&lesTmenT.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&H\ws &mLIL 86T

* 7th National Formulary of India (NFI 2026) released by MoS Anupriya Patel on 21 September 2026 in New
Delhi.
21 QLU 2026 oi6TM)| L5 Hlevedlullsy @enes Sienw&s) snlflwm uGLsv 7-aug) CaFw Ww(mHibg eNeurL
uLigwiemev (NFI 2026) Gleuslug L.

* NFI 2026: 34 chapters, 20 appendices, 653 drugs, including 42 fixed-dose combinations and 30
immunologicals.
NFI 2026: 34 9155 WmwkIssiT, 20 LNesTesllemevorLiL|& 61T, 653 LD(HHSIH6T; 42 HlENEVIITEET {66 H6V65I16US6IT,
30 Gl TSITLILNWEL Lo (THH S S6TT.

* Biovigilance Programme of India (BvPI) announced - adverse events of medicines and biologicals used in organ
and tissue transplantation; led by the IPC.
@nHw 2 wgssessremessilliLg S L (BVPI) sinleflliy - 2 mitiy, Hla wrmailev LiwissTU(HID W (HHSISET,
2 uNflwev GlumpLaeflsr LimgssLmest Hlaspes6iT; IPC &60n606mLD.
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* Released during the 6th National Pharmacovigilance Week, 17-23 September 2026, at the Dr. Ambedkar
International Centre.
6-6ug)| CaFlw (KBS UTGISTLILES S6evoTsTessfILIL sumyd, 17-23 GlElLwul 2026 Curg, LT&LT HbCUSST
FreuCaa smwgHlev Gleustlui(h.

* Also released: Guidance Document for Hospitals on medical device-related adverse events and the ADR-
PvPI 2.0 iOS app.
GLosy|ld: (HSGI6UE FTSETLD C1STLFLITEST LITSELON6ST 586 &61T (5155 L0 (ThS S I6ULDen6sT euLfl&mLlgy
al,6uesorid, ADR-PVPI 2.0 i0S Glgwied).

* India rose from 123rd (2009-14) to 8th globally in contributions to the WHO patient-safety database; about
1,150 ADR reporting centres.
2 608 HETHTT SenLILN6T CHTWITETT UTHISTLILS SreysHHerll Limisefllifsy @nbHwr 123-@ed)(mbhsl 8-6ug)
@L5H M sy 1,150 ADR L& 60LOWIMLISEIT.

Static GK Connect

Indian Pharmacopoeia Commission (IPC) @nHw wmHHHWwev 517 Y enevorwid (IPC)
An autonomous institution under the Ministry of Health and = &&TSMILD LOHMILD (HHIOU [H6V AHEOEFHSS6HT SLD
Family Welfare, located at Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh; it @uimiGLb getteormL & HimieuetTid; 2 ST LNTCH e S 66T

became fully operational as an autonomous body on 1 SrAWTUNSH6L SiemwbgieTengl; 1 gevteurfl 2009 (p&Hsv
January 20009. It publishes the Indian Pharmacopoeia (IP) YW setteTTLE Hipieustiongss GlEFwesLbhiS ngl. GbHw
and the National Formulary of India (NFI), and is the LGHHSIWL STHITE (IP) wHDID CHAW W(HHS efleurL

National Coordination Centre for the Pharmacovigilance uLigwiensv (NFI) Gleusflu G e-

Programme of India.

Pharmacovigilance in India @nHwmeallev Lo(hHHE LINSISTLILS &65oTa MessflLIL]

India runs three vigilance programmes - PvPI for medicines, @S WML CLPEITM)| S650TaTesalILIL|S &)L LIBIGH6T -

MvPI for medical devices, and now BvPI for biologicals used LD(HHS15(EH&E PVPI, 0555618 &T560TnIsEhHSE MVPI,

in transplantation. Adverse-event data is shared with the WHO = @UGuUImg) wrHm| Simieneu 2 uNiflwev ClummL s EmsE BvPI.
Programme for International Drug Monitoring, whose LTS &LTET [HB06)S ST6SET 2608 SEMSM SenLoLILflest
global database VigiBase is maintained by the Uppsala FJeuCHE ([HHSI5 HevoraHTesllliLg S L 58] 66T

Monitoring Centre, Sweden. LETLLHISETDET; 2 6useTTalNW Sra|sseTLomeT aillgglGuein
srefiLevfl6tT 2 LIFmeVIT 865018 MeBBf1LIL| 60ILDWIE &6V

ugmwifl&sLluhHSmE).
Drug regulation in India @nlwmailey LHHSI P LEIS WD
Governed by the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940 and the LO(HHSIS6IT LMMILD 1P (SHEFTS60TLI CILIM(HL 6T FLLLD,
Rules of 1945. The national regulator is the Central Drugs 1940 wmHmiib 1945 eflFl&ermey e(miGUBSSUILHS DS
Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO), headed by the Gl e(mIGWemnD Sl WSS ([bHSI ST
Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI). The National sLHLUTL®H Himieueid (CDSCO); @bHw W (HHS
List of Essential Medicines (NLEM) underpins price control sSLHUIUTL(H urg Quis @k (DCGI) emevenoudey.
through the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority Caflu oS wmeuEW (HHSISET UL iguiey (NLEM)
(NPPA). CaHlw pHHa eaflemev Hljssorwl gy emevorTwid (NPPA)

auflwimss eNenevs sL(HILILTL(H&(E) lgLILIenLWTEG)LD.
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Foundation stone laid for ISRO’s Advanced Radar Research Facility at Chandrapur, Assam

emiblest &S5 TLLIflev @evGrmailest Cowul L CrLmy g rmiugd# HlemevwisH MG ilg85HEH6V
Event date / fi&Lpe Ca&): 21 September 2026

Assam Chief Minister Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma laid the foundation stone on 21 September 2026 for ISRO’s
Advanced Radar Research Facility at Chandrapur, near Guwahati, in Kamrup Metropolitan district,
Assam. The facility is being set up under ISTRAC — the ISRO Telemetry, Tracking and Command Network,
and forms part of Project NETRA (Network for Space Object Tracking and Analysis), ISRO’s programme to
strengthen India’s Space Situational Awareness (SSA). It will be equipped with advanced radar systems and
optical telescopes to monitor satellites and space objects and to protect India’s space assets from collisions and
debris. The State government allotted about 200 bighas at the site of the former Chandrapur Thermal Power
Station. The first radar, meant for cloud research, is expected to be installed by February 2027, and will also
support weather and atmospheric science in the north-east. Project NETRA has three components — a radar, an
optical telescope facility and a centralised control centre. The Chief Minister described the facility as a new
chapter in Assam’s association with India’s space programme.

21 QEFULLDUF 2026 36T SIFTLD (PHEVEOEFFT LTSLF alobs Lieveu FFLom, HEFMLS6sT SmemLl GL(ThHH ST
eIl LS H6v Hasns S i (HGsH 2 sitem FhHTLLflev @ervGrmailsst GowbuLL GrLTy o ymulgFf
Blemev WS HM(G Sil95560 BHTLIgeTTT. @bblensuwid ISTRAC — @levGrm Glsmenevaiemei(h), 8 6v018 mevoflliL
LOMHMILD HLLEMET 6U6m6VWIENOLILINGST S Siemw&HsLILIHEMGI; @hHwreiler aflessrGleuerf] Hlensv Sinjlsemen
(SSA) augvIliLI(h5aIb @evCrmaler Cms T SlLLG St (Project NETRA - eflesorGleustflll Qluim(meir

563315 MessfILIL] LOMMILD LIS LILIMTUI] 6U6m6VWenLOLIL]) (T L&) ClFwmenssGamsrasensib ellesorGleueflL
Qum(pLEBeMETWLD &6voTssTevsi 1581, GLM&H6VE6T LMHMILD aN6vor6lsu6ls (& LIemLsefed (Hhgl @b&Hwmaler
afevorGl6u6T & QFTE G HeMETL LITGIsTEHs Gl L CrLmy SiemwLiLgeir Lmmib eperfluilwisy

Q5 menevCHTEHS6T @\hiE HimieuliLI(bID. Lempw FHSITLLT i6vTev LlssT IHlemevwisHlest @)L &Sl6v &Lomy 200
N&m Hlevid TV ITEFTEL &ISHSLILILLG|. CLE&BMISGET (M55 U,FTigFHsamet (Pps5ev CrLmy Kiiysuifl
2027-8 6T FmieuliL(h etest el TUMTSSLILEISME]. CreHTT HLLSHHe0 GrLmy, epeflufiwicy g memevGbms: &)
Blemevwild, emwWLILIHISSLILLL SL(HLLTL(H) 60LDWILD 6T63T FLPEITN)| Fa )| &6 2 6iT6T60T.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gsia| (p&Hlws &mMLIL&eT
e Foundation stone laid by Assam CM Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma on 21 September 2026 at Chandrapur, near
Guwahati.

21 QFULLbUIF 2026 oi60TM)| &6 BMTSHSH) S(HCsH FHHTLLIfl6V SFTLD (PSHVENEFT LTSLT anliohs Level
FIJLOM 9198586V [BITLLY60TITI.

e Set up under ISTRAC - ISRO Telemetry, Tracking and Command Network.
ISTRAC - @evGrm Cigmemeviensli(h), &evorsmsssflliL LMHMILD SHLLEM6ET 6uemsVIENLOLILIEET S S6mLDLIL].
e Part of Project NETRA (Network for Space Object Tracking and Analysis) for Space Situational Awareness.

eflevorGleuerfl ihlemev SIMB VIS TesT CHSTT S L& Hl6tT (all6vorCleusiflLl GlLIM(m6iT Hevor8sMevoflLIL] LDHMILD
L(sLIUmie] euemevsnLoLiL]) 6(h LGS

e About 200 bighas allotted at the former Chandrapur Thermal Power Station site.
LemLpwl FhSITLLT i6vT6v Ll6sT Hlemevwt @\ 5560 &Lomy 200 LN&T hleuid 651858 (H).

e The first radar, for cloud research, is expected by February 2027; it will also aid weather and atmospheric
science.
Gwa gy, pmilg&sasment (P& Grumy Lyeurfl 2027-5361T; sumestlensv LMHMILD euefLDEBITL 6V M) e WIey| & (&LD
2 56LD.

* Project NETRA'’s three components: a radar, an optical telescope facility and a centralised control centre.
Cr&TT HILLSH 6T epetTm| FamiseT: GrLmy, epefluiluisv Qg5 menevCHTsH) Hlensuwibd, enwWLILIHSSLILILL
SLHUUTL(H emLowLD.
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ISRO

Established on 15 August 1969; headquarters Bengaluru. It
works under the Department of Space, which reports
directly to the Prime Minister. Chairman and Secretary,
Department of Space: Dr V. Narayanan. ISTRAC is
headquartered at Bengaluru; the North Eastern Space
Applications Centre (NESAC) is at Umiam, Meghalaya.

Space debris and SSA

Project NETRA was announced in 2019 to give India an
indigenous capability to track space objects. ISRO’s IS40OM -
ISRO System for Safe and Sustainable Operations
Management was inaugurated at Bengaluru in 2022. The
Outer Space Treaty, 1967 is the basic framework of
international space law; India is a party to it.

Assam

Capital Dispur (within Guwahati); the Brahmaputra is its
main river and Majuli, in it, is among the world’s largest river
islands. Chief Minister: Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma.
Kaziranga National Park (one-horned rhinoceros) and
Manas National Park are UNESCO World Heritage Sites.

@G (@S w efessr6leusl g ymuigE HlmieuesTid)
15 gy s6vl 1969-@)6v HiMIeULILILLE)]; &H6M6V6DLOWISLD
Q15 e61H (1. LNTSHLO(HE (& CHITIgWmaL GlLImm|LILITesT
allevoTOl6ueiils giemmuilest S @ WIrkIEGH MG Heneveu)
MM eSlesoT6leusflg; HlemmE GlEwevmery: LISLI 6.
Brymwessrest. ISTRAC 56060600WSLD 6)LIMISe6TH(TH;

UL &Lp& & aflesorGleuerfl LwesTLmL (h) emwwid (NESAC)
Cuamevwimelles 2 1lwigHev 2 6T6rg).

ellevorOl6ueifls (gLisnLIw|b SSA-6 LD

efevorCleuerlLl CILIM(HL&6m6Ts: 865018 M6s0f18 (&L 2 6THTL(H5
Smenest @bHWITe| 5 6uLpmhis CrESTT SILLLD 2019-Gl6v
SiMleN&sUILLLS|. GenGrTelest IS4AOM - LITE)|S&TLILITEDT,
Blemevwimest Q& wevLITL (H GLoevmsssTenILO& B TesT @eTvVGIyT
SiemioliL] 2022-G\6v CILIMKISeeTH(HaTl6L CSTLRISLILLLS).
Qeusifl elevaTCl6u6I) GRLILIHSID, 1967 FjeuGsHs
ellesorOleuelE FLLSH6T g lILIENLE SLLEDLIL|; @bHwm
@Hlev 2 m|LiSeoTT.

9| FMLD

HM6VBST HGTVLLIT (86 BTEHH) 8 EH6T); (P&HW M|
NybwySHETT; 3H6b 2 6Ter ggeed) 2 svéler BlaLIGILIFIw
SUMHMIG 56561160 R6TM)I. (PHEVENDEFFT: LITELIT anjlLorh s
Neveu &ijom. srédlymism CaHAw LBt (enemmns

Q& TDL| STesTLTLS) (H&LD), LomesTery G &lwiL L, migsm
pFWeneu W GleoTevCaT 2 6vssLt LTTDUWS S6IThIs6T.
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Premier Energies commissions a 7 GW N-type TOPCon solar cell facility at Naidupeta,
Andhra Pradesh

A HHITL NyCsEsH6tT BT (HCULsmLUNL 7 s meurL N-euens TOPCon (8 iflw LlesT860
L, smevenw LNFLSlwiy stesTFeServ OB MLmISIWIg)
Event date / fi&Lpe Ca&): 21 September 2026

Hyderabad-based Premier Energies Limited commissioned a 7 GW N-type TOPCon G12R solar cell
manufacturing facility at Naidupeta, Andhra Pradesh, on 21 September 2026. The plant was built at a
capital expenditure of ¥3,293 crore over 101 acres, and takes the company’s total solar cell capacity to 10.6
GW, reported as the largest in India. The facility has a throughput of about 88,000 solar cells per hour and
targets an average cell efficiency of about 25.8% after stabilisation and ramp-up; it has begun trial production. It
is designed to be future-ready for TOPCon+ upgrades such as poly-finger metallisation and advanced edge
isolation, and uses Al and digital systems for predictive performance analysis and process control. Managing
Director Chiranjeev Singh Saluja announced the commissioning. It forms part of a three-year capital expenditure
programme of about ¥12,500 crore covering backward integration into ingots and wafers and diversification into
inverters, transformers and battery energy storage. The expansion is driven by ALMM List-ll, which from 1 June
2026 requires projects to use modules made from listed Indian solar cells, not merely listed modules.

AN TTLTSHNSHS HENEVENLOWHLTES Gl&mesorL LNFLSlwiy ersorig8erv eSISIGILL, 21 GQFULLDLIF 2026 2i6TM)

2 HEHTL NyCasasHHetT BT HGULenLUN6Y 7 2 smmeurl. N-eusmss TOPCon G12R (&l leiTa6v 2 mLGHH)
emevens CsTLRIEWS|. 101 gasiflev T3,293 Gasimig csvs6sTE Claevailey SLLLILILL @)66UTen6uLL|L6dT,
Bimieuest&SHlet Cloms s (8 flw WlesTaev8 Hlmest 10.6 ghlameuml o8 2 WFHma!; @& @bhsHlwmalCeCuw
Blasleuflwg) ererrs s fleNlsas il (Hsmemgl. @susumensvuilest 2 MHLIGSH GoussLd Wwevsfls g swmy 88,000 (g flw
LBl6dTEH6VMIBEMT; HlemevlILI(hEHIS &L LNME FrmEifl lesressus Slmett &my 25.8% @l6vs &; HMHGLITE] G&mesenest
2 HuGH) CFHTLREIE U 6Terg. TOPCon+ GwUm(h&sEhes @ SWITHTE 61l96U6nL&SILL(H6TeTg]; (P6dTaeusfILIL|&
QFwsvdmest LiGLILIMLIEY LDMHMILD G\FWE(WPenma SL(HLILTL(HEE CFWmens missoressTmey LHMILD g3l L6V
SiemliLseneTl LweTUH\SSHIHMSI. HFeurs @uwis@&nT HlyEhdeu Fmk Feurm SinleNgsmy. swmy 12,500
Gamig. et TesoT(h) epeVS et ClEeve s SHIL S 6 (b LGS @5l 1 gg96st 2026 (1p56L SLOR)IEE, 6UhHsH ALMM
uLigwiev-11, I LmiseT Ll lgwedL Ll L @iSHlw lesTaeumkisemmsy HWTf&sslLLL Q&mESlaemerTL LiwsTU(hSHs
Geustor(HILD 6T60T8 GaM(HEUCEH @ HS aNIfleUTSHSSHH MG LI LN6TTETTEL 266 2 [H&)|&F ).

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gsijey (p&&Hlws UL 86T

* 7 GW N-type TOPCon G12R solar cell facility commissioned at Naidupeta, Andhra Pradesh, on 21
September 2026.
21 QEULLbUF 2026 6T Y, HSITL LNFCs & BmuHCuLenLufev 7 gdlsmeurl N-eusms TOPCon G12R
& flw B16THEV QYLeM6V C\SHITLEESLD.

Capex 3,293 crore over 101 acres; takes Premier Energies’ total cell capacity to 10.6 GW.

101 gasiflev T3,293 Gasimiy cpevgetTa GlFevey; LNFLOWIT ereaTredenSletT Qloms:s LiletTa6v8 &lmest 10.6 Slasmeut.

Throughput about 88,000 cells per hour; target average efficiency about 25.8%; currently in trial production.
2 MuGH) Geussld ewafls G sy 88,000 Ll6bTEHeVEISET; @)6v8 & FrmEFflg Slmett &My 25.8%; HHGLITS)
Camgement 2 MLISH).

TOPCon = Tunnel Oxide Passivated Contact, an n-type high-efficiency crystalline silicon cell architecture.

TOPCon = LsiTenT6V &, 5608 (H LITFIGaULLL SIETLTEL; 62(Ih N-6U6M& 2 WITH M6t Ligs Fled&Hamesr L 6tTa60
SemLDOLILY.

Part of a three-year capex programme of about ¥12,500 crore; MD Chiranjeev Singh Saluja announced the
commissioning.

&Ly 12,500 Casmig cLpetTmTesoT(h) eLpsvS6sTE ClFeve s HILLSH6T LiEH); HlFsums @Quis@nT ElyEpdeu f
FeVTIT SiMledlLi.

Driven by ALMM List-Il, effective 1 June 2026, which mandates the use of listed domestic solar cells.

1 o5g96b1 2026 (Lp56L SLOEYIE(S 6UHS ALMM ULigwisv-1l 2 h8555); UL iguieSI UL 2 6THTL(H Ll65Ta6VmISen6ITL
LwetTU(H&&I6u| SLLTWILD.
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ALMM

The Approved List of Models and Manufacturers is
administered by the Ministry of New and Renewable
Energy (MNRE). List-I covers solar PV modules; List-II,
effective from 1 June 2026, covers solar cells. Union Minister
for New and Renewable Energy: Shri Pralhad Joshi.

India’s solar energy targets

India has committed to 500 GW of non-fossil-fuel
electricity capacity by 2030 and net-zero emissions by
2070, announced at COP26, Glasgow (2021). The PM
Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana supports rooftop solar. The
International Solar Alliance (ISA), co-founded by India and
France in 2015, is headquartered at Gurugram, Haryana.

Andhra Pradesh

Capital Amaravati; it has India’s second longest coastline
among States after Gujarat, on the Bay of Bengal.
Naidupeta is in Tirupati district, close to the Chennai-
Kolkata industrial corridor. Andhra Pradesh was reorganised in
2014 with the creation of Telangana.

ALMM (orssiflaaslul L wrsifleseir wmmin

2 MUSHWITETTE6IT Ll Iglisy)

SngEsflesslul L wrHiflser MHmID 2 MHLIS S WITETTE 6T
uLligwienev LHw wMmID UGILN&&H5H588 eTiflgsH)

Sl w&ssd (MNRE) hlieudsEmsg). uliguisv-1 &G lw
eeiflbler MG Hl&Hene6r 2 sTemLsEwg); 1 gg9est 2026
(LPBH6EV D6V (& 6UThS LILIguiev-11 & flw Liledraseuriig:emert

2 6emL&H WG| Hemwasy: i, Nyameurns CRmad.

@nHlwreilest @Al 5855 Bl6vs (& 86T

2030-5(5,61T 500 & MEUNTL L{enISLIAILD {6V6VITS Ll6dT
SIesT MHMILD 2070-8(& 61T H&J-LL,g231w 2 1611p6y 6T6dTm)
COP26, &lemmev@asim (2021)-@6v @BHIWIT 2 MIHlwl6flSHSHG).
NeTid (FTW &5 @eveus LlesTEMS HILLLD Faeniy & W
\eTETTSHMS 2618 &eN&SIMS]. @bSHWTe D LFmereb 2015-
@6v @ensuThg HmeNw FFeuGss (@ flw &S
galLenwLi9e (ISA) semeveniowisd amiflwmesTmalesr

(S HETTD.

AHEHTU N7Cs5&1D

Bmeba] STTaS); GRITHSIEE AbHSSUWTS
wblevraiselsy @FessTLTaUS [HETLOMETT HLMH&ERI), 6ULISE
sLe%6v. BT HCULemL H(HLILIS) LTEULLEH6V 2 6T6TE)|.
CIBEVMISTEITT 2_(THEUMSSHS5EL 65T 2014-@\60 Y HESTLI

NyGs &L MIFTmSSLILILLS).
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DRDO to pick an industry partner within six months for its 30 kW counter-drone laser
weapon

30 HGsumeurL LEymest eTHTLIL Cove &, WS SHHM(S S, M LOTS IS (6TH 8 (86T 15 miflevgiemmLi
umismeflemws Csije| GlFuwiujib DRDO
Event date / hlaLpe| CaH): 21 September 2026

In remarks published on 21 September 2026, Dr B.K. Das, Director General (Electronics and
Communication Systems), DRDO, said the organisation will issue an Expression of Interest (Eol) within six
months to select an industry production partner to take its 30 kW-class Directed Energy Weapon (DEW) to the
First-of-Production Model (FOPM) stage. The weapon is developed under the Integrated Drone Detection
and Interdiction System (IDD&IS) Mk-II(A), also referred to as Sahastra Shakti. It is a truck-mounted laser
system effective against drone swarms, fixed-wing unmanned aerial vehicles and surveillance sensors at
ranges of up to about 5 km. Its capability was demonstrated publicly at the National Open Air Range (NOAR),
Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh, in April 2025, where it engaged a fixed-wing drone at long range, deterred a multi-
drone swarm and destroyed surveillance antennae; final trials concluded in August 2025. It has been developed
by DRDOQO’s Centre for High Energy Systems and Sciences (CHESS), Hyderabad, with other laboratories and
Indian industry. A 2 kW variant is already in production, and a 10 kW version has received Acceptance of Necessity.
The requirement sharpened during Operation Sindoor in May 2025, when cheap probing drones were used to
locate air-defence positions and drain expensive interceptors.

21 QEULLUIf 2026 oisttm| Gleusflwmest &(H&g15611160, DRDO-afl6bT Ll6tTesTarm] LOMMILD 616V GISTLITL
S6BIDLIL|S6T GlLMg| @ WIS GBI LT&LT 1N.65. smev, s6org 30 SlGeumeurL eusns Cbiyly QLMM6Y

AU BHMS (DEW) 1p&56v 2 mug S wrhlifl (FOPM) Hleneus@s Clamssr(h ClFsuen G miflsugisnm 2 mugHSL
urisTeflenws GCoHire| ClFiw Q,m] DTS Mg (ETHE (&6 b, Feu Geuefliiumi (b inlediy (Eol) GleusfluiLtiLiflb
STEOTMIT. @\H& QY U|SLD R(HMIHlenessThS LOTmest &6voTLNI1S56V LMHMID SHLL 6nwLiL (IDD&IS) Mk-11(A)-
@6t £ 2 (HeUTSSLIUGISMS); F&H6NVT F&HH) eTerTab Hen&HHLILHE DS, @& comfluiiev CUmHSSLILILL
Geveiy giemLiL]; &y 5 &).18. GgTeneve] eueny LEFmssT Fal Lmisei, Hlemevs Flm &) oy siflsveur eumssreulf
6UITEEBTIBIG 61T LDMMLD S 60018 MevsflLIL] 2 65oTIfl8 (61h &) 6THTTHE ClFWwsvLI(hHSIMG!. eJLIF6v 2025-@\6v oy HEH TLI
NyCx&sHeit HenTedlsv 2 6o G Hlw Hlmba6l6uerfl eupbLiiev (NOAR) @6t Hlmetr GlLITgIadev
BlepssliLlLg; @miHs Cargenestase6ir o,s6VL 2025-8l6v HlemmeusnLihgesr. DRDO-6S65T

MM STITLITSHI60 2_61T6IT 2 WIJ QL MM6V SIeMLOLIL|S6T LMmMID Sinjleflwev enwwibd (CHESS) @ens

2 (HeUmsEH WG| 2 HlGevmeurrL auens gmolaeTCou 2 MuSHUI6L 2 6Terg); 10 H1GevmeumL 6.em & (S,

S HWmeuFlwg CxHemev eFmL| (AON) HlemL & 6T6ITg|.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (p&&H\ws &mLIL 86T

e Dr B.K. Das, DG (Electronics and Communication Systems), DRDO, said an Eol will be issued within six
months to pick a production partner.

DRDO-6f63T LSl65T60T658) | LOMMLD S56U6V CISTLITL SeMOLILS6T Glungl @uwis @SB LIsLT 1.6, mei -
2 MUSSHIL LrisTeflenw s Caie| ClFwiL Q,mI LTS KIS (6THE (56T Eol.

* The weapon is a 30 kW-class Directed Energy Weapon under IDD&IS Mk-II(A), also called Sahastra Shakti.
@5 IDD&IS Mk-II(A)-@\6tT £1p 2 6iTem 30 HlGevmeumL euens GHIrig QU,MMEV Y U|SLD; F&HEIVIT Fo &) 6T60T6LD
SDP&&SILGHISIMS).

* Truck-mounted; effective against drone swarms, fixed-wing UAVs and surveillance sensors at ranges up to
about 5 km.

sumfluflev QUIMHSSLILILLGI; &WTj 5 &).15. euen LOymesT Fal Lmig6T, hlemevs Hlm @ UAV-seiT,
63315 MesBfILIL| 2 650TIf1 85 (6Th 8 (8, 6TH TTEE G\F WL (& ma).

* Demonstrated at the National Open Air Range, Kurnool (April 2025); final trials concluded August 2025.
sjennedlest CsHFlw H)mib56leuerfl eurbiilev (syLigsv 2025) HlemN&aLLLLE; @MISHEF CaFmEHenesTaH6lT 9,861
2025-@6v flemme.
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* Developed by DRDO’s Centre for High Energy Systems and Sciences (CHESS), Hyderabad; a 2 kW variant is

already in production.

DRDO-665T 6mQUDSFITLITE 2-WIJ S4,MHM6V S{eMLOLIL|&6T MM nflaflwiev smwwid (CHESS) 2 (heumsHwg); 2

&E1CeumeurrL 6uem s MGl&HETG 2 HLGSHUT6v.

e The requirement sharpened during Operation Sindoor (May 2025), when cheap probing drones drained expensive

interceptors.

2, UGTaest FlhaMy (G 2025) GLimg) Wwedleumsst oy lle| LETmeTassT allensvw|WIhg @)6mL oM LILIT6sTE:6m 6T

sfenry555M60 Qbs5 CHemeu e TOMLHSS.

Static GK Connect

DRDO

Founded in 1958; headquarters DRDO Bhawan, New Delhi;
motto ‘Balasya Mulam Vigyanam’ (Science is the source of
strength). It functions under the Department of Defence
Research and Development, Ministry of Defence, and
runs more than 50 laboratories, including CHESS
(Hyderabad), CVRDE (Avadi, Chennai) and DRDL
(Hyderabad).

Directed Energy Weapons

DEWs deliver energy — laser, high-power microwave or
particle beams — instead of a physical projectile. Their
advantages are near-instantaneous engagement at the
speed of light, a very low cost per shot, and a deep
magazine limited only by power supply. Their limitations are
atmospheric attenuation, rain, dust and line-of-sight
requirements.

Counter-drone systems in India
India’s counter-UAS ecosystem includes DRDO’s Anti-Drone
System (D4), which combines detection, soft kill (jamming)

and hard kill (laser). Drone operations in India are governed by

the Drone Rules, 2021 of the Ministry of Civil Aviation, with
airspace divided into green, yellow and red zones on the
Digital Sky platform.

DRDO (ungjsmiiL] o,pmiigd) womib Gobum ()
S|6mIDLILY)

1958-@\6v FImieuLILILLG|; Hensvenlowsd DRDO L6uesT, Lg)
H6v69); (FHMSHCaHMET ‘Lisueivw eevLd af)(sh(ehm6sTLD’
(SIMaNwGev euedlemLOUINEDT ELP6VLD). LIMGISSTLIL]

SN EFHSHH) 60T LITSHISMLIL] QY miES) ommILD
Cuwurl ()5 glemmuest £1p 50-8 @b GomurL

SIS RIGEN6T @ W &GS & - CHESS (emamsymuns),
CVRDE (&y,611g, Glzstrenssr), DRDL (emams&ymLms)

2 eierfllLemeu.

Croiy SLMMEV QU HEIS6T

DEW-&6T @uimL9luwlev sTm) ClLIm(mh(6mh& &L LISH6VTE 4mmeney
— Gov&Ty, 2.WIF SIMEDT [HI6TITETITEN6) H6V6VG)| &I&H6T
HNHEOMEENET — Cl&6VI58|H6TMETT. [HEsTenL&6T: eperfluflest
Couss8)60 K LSSLL 2 L6evTigs S8 (HH56V, &8
BODHS R(IH FLEVISHEHTT ClF6V6. GUTLDL|S6T:
susiflesoTL6vs Galiley, enLp, HTEF WHMID CHFECHTL(HLI
umjeneus Cxenew.

@nHlwmeilev LGymest 6THTLIL| Si60IDLIL|S 6T
@nbslwmallssr LGrmest eT&lFLIL| SiemioLiL|gerfles DRDO-eSlesT
LGCyrest 6T TLIL Si6mIoLiL] (D4) L MhiGID; @& SH68TLM&H60,
CletT LI (FLO1&6m(6HS SH6mL) LOMMLD SlgeT HLPILIL
(Gov&Ty) Sy Hweumenm @enemraSmal. @mbHlwimellsy LGrmest
@uwssb Helley edlomeTll CLIMS E)eUTSH 8 eS8 SH 60T
LG@yrest eflFlss6iT, 2021-9160 HlFeus&sLILMKSEIDSI;

1)L L6V 61V6018 S6M5H160 eUTeTCl6u6 LIEF6mE, LD(6h& 6T,
HlauliL] esoTLevmIsSemTasLI LNfl& &L (H6Ters).
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PROMINENT PERSONALITIES - (p&&)w o4,(6TH6mLD & 61T

Asian Games: Himanshu Dhillon wins silver and Rudrankksh Patil bronze in men’s 10 m air
rifle

LFw eNememwim_(Hi Gumiig: gy Leury 10 1S 51y smyLilerflev anfliomsstaEe HlevGevmsst Gleusiteifl,
(HSTMMIOG LITL L6V 6l61655T86VLD

Event date / hlsLpe| CaH): 21 September 2026

India won three shooting medals at the 20th Asian Games in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, on 21 September 2026.
In the men’s 10 m air rifle team event, Rudrankksh Balasaheb Patil, Himanshu Dhillon and Parth Rakesh
Mane won silver with 1890.1, behind China’s gold-winning score of 1899.0. About an hour later, in the
individual final, Himanshu Dhillon took silver with 252.4 and Rudrankksh Patil the bronze with 230.9 —
India’s first double podium in a single event at these Games. Gold went to Sheng Lihao of China. Dhillon, from
Alewa village, Jind district, Haryana, was competing on his Asian Games debut and won his first senior
international medal; he edged past his teammate Patil by 0.1 point on the 22nd of 24 shots. Patil is from Thane,
Maharashtra; in qualification he shot 631.8 to place third, while Dhillon shot 630.0 for seventh and Parth Mane
628.3. President Droupadi Murmu, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union Sports Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya congratulated the shooters. At the end of the day India’s tally stood at four silver and two bronze —
six medals, with no gold yet.

21 GleuLbuy 2026 9jetm) guumesflest & f-pTGHTWmailsy HenLClLM D 20-6ug| . Flw allensmwimL(HiL
GumLliguilev @AW ewesTmI HILILTGE G S(HH6V LSS HHISEN6T GloustTng|. &L eulf 10 LS 61y emiyLiler
Sjevsfll Nifleflev (HHTTEIOG LTeVTETGEL LML Iy, anjlonsstage HlevGsumest, LTS TTGHa MGsor

2 HCWmy 1890.1 Lysiterfl s (emhL68T Gleusiterfl GleustTmevTTy; oot 1899.0 Li6iT6rf1 (6THL6IT SIS LD GleU6TTMG)]. SO
@ wewsfl CHISH DG LNDE BLHS Sesflbur @miSH Curiiguilev anlibretage HevGsvmsst 252.4

Lsiterfl&s (6THL63T Gleusiterflu|Ld, (HBFMTMHIeG: LML Leev 230.9 L6iTerfl&s(6THL6T GleuessTa:6v(pLd GleusTMm6sT —
@uGurLiguisv Gy NfleNey @Bb&HIWTeleT (W&HeL @TLenLLl LSS0, Hhissd SFeormailest Clagmn
eSlammGeums 5. aumiflwmestreilest glbs WIaULLLD 9Geveur HFMEHensE GCFIhHe &HlevGevTedT, &H60Tg (P&6V
S FAW eflemerwim(Hil CuTLigufsv (WP &H6v Feosflwf FFeuGHEFLI LS E&HHHEMES GleUeTDT]; 24 F(hHHe056160 22-6118)
F([H&H606v Bi6vofl ey LML leemey 0.1 L6imerfl eNGHwimasHlev (WHH 6T, LML les LS MFTanlgymeilest &mGesreneus
Carmbaeu]; HE&HE smmlev 631.8 L6Ter& 6ThL63T FLPSITDITD @ILLD. (HlgW e Semeveuly HlelyemrLish) (pFEp,
Nyswi BEHHS T Gomy, WaHH W eflensmwmL(h) SIeNLEFT LO65TE:8 LomessTLawim o HCWITT eurp&H g

Q& feN& & 60T . SieTenmW BT6T (LPlgedl6h @HEILITONCIT Lig S 58 865018 (S HIT6sT(S, Gleusiterfl, @\yevor(h)
QeuettTaH6VLD — GILTHHLD Y,MI; HHEISLD @)6STEnID Gleven6v.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&Hlws UL 86T
* Team silver (1890.1) in men’s 10 m air rifle by Rudrankksh Patil, Himanshu Dhillon and Parth Rakesh

Mane; China took gold with 1899.0.
SpLeuy 10 15 g7 emyLieim Si6vafl Gleusiterfl (1890.1) - (h&IMHISG LITLIe6V, aulomsstage HlevGeumest, LITTS
grCa6% rGesrt; Feorm 1899.0-2 L 65T SHMISLD.

¢ Himanshu Dhillon - individual silver (252.4); Rudrankksh Patil - individual bronze (230.9). Gold: Sheng
Lihao (China).
amliomsstage HlevGeumest - HevflbLIT Gleusiterfl (252.4); (HSTMMEIOG LT L6V - HesflibLIT Cleusssraeuid (230.9).
FhIGLD: Cleapml eSlammGeur (Feorir).

Dhillon is from Alewa village, Jind district, Haryana; it was his first senior international medal, on Asian
Games debut.

HlsvGsurretr amiflwimsstrailest gdlbha WmeUL LLD Csveurr HIFTSHensHE CaIhHEHaT; PS5V W eflemsmwml(HiL
GumLligu9ev Waev Fesllwy FFeuCsH &L LIHSHSLD.

Qualification scores: Patil 631.8 (3rd), Dhillon 630.0 (7th), Parth Mane 628.3. Patil is from Thane,
Maharashtra.

&GS FHm: LUMLlecv 631.8 (3-eugl), HlevGsvmest 630.0 (7-6ug)), LMFE TGesT 628.3. LML Le6H
waryrauyrrelles rGerenous CFJHeHeuT.
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* India’s first double podium in a single event at these Games; the individual final came about an hour after the

team final.

@uGUTLIguNeL @n&lwmeller (ps56ev @Gr Nifleflsv @TLemLL LSSHSLD; iewsfl @mISH CUITL 198, &M (T

wewsil CHISSH HGLI LNedT FeoflbLy @ mig).

e India’s tally at the end of 21 September 2026: 4 silver and 2 bronze — six medals, no gold.

21 QEULLbUIy 2026 (piyeiley @ibEHlwimalls sHewrsE): 4 Gleusierfl, 2 CleuestTaHeVLD — CIOTHHLD ,MI; SHHEISLD

@6vemev.
Static GK Connect

Asian Games

The 20th Asian Games are being held at Aichi-Nagoya,
Japan, in 2026. The Games are organised by the Olympic
Council of Asia (OCA), founded in 1982, headquartered at
Kuwait City. The first Asian Games were held in New
Delhi in 1951, and India hosted them again in 1982. The
19th edition was at Hangzhou, China (2023).

10 m air rifle

An ISSF event fired from 10 metres in the standing position
with a 4.5 mm calibre air rifle; the qualification round is 60
shots scored in decimals up to 10.9. Rudrankksh Patil won the
ISSF World Championship gold in 2022 at Cairo, securing
a Paris Olympic quota for India. The National Rifle
Association of India (NRAI) is the national federation.

Indian shooting in the Olympics

Abhinav Bindra won India’s first individual Olympic gold in
the 10 m air rifle at Beijing 2008. Rajyavardhan Singh
Rathore won double trap silver at Athens 2004, Gagan
Narang and Vijay Kumar won medals at London 2012, and
Manu Bhaker won two bronze medals at Paris 2024.

AW aflemsmuim_(HiL1 GUITLig 86T

20-6ug] g, Hw eflememwim(HL Guriig&6ir 2026-@)6v
uiunesflest g &H-prCasmumailév mHenLClLm|&etTmenT.
1982-@\ev HimisuliLilL gyl 6pedlibLNs: seyssrelev (OCA)
gHUT{H CFWLHMG|; HENEVENLOIISLD (866U [HEITLD. (LPSH6V
A Fw eflememwimi(Hit CumLigss e 1951-B6v L|5I
Slevedluflev mLBHS 6T, 1982-@\6b @b LBetor (Hlib
BLSSHWGI. 19-6ug| LI Feormailsst amrriGameailey
(2023).

10 5 1y smyLileir

10 5Ly Qs mensveiley hsstmLilg 4.5 LS).15. (&6vo1(h) Sj6mey
a1y emyileflev &L Ll ISSF 91fley; 565 & &mm) 60
&([HBH6VE6T,

10.9 eueny &L Lsiterflseflsn. (HSTmHies LML iesh 2022-@)6V
C&WGymeiley ISSF 2 658 GamlenUs ShiIsLD CleusTmTT.
GCaHlw ol Lenwlil @bHw CaHw enriier #misd (NRAI).

@601b1N&Hl6v @BH WS HILILINGHF & (HH6v

SNevt6rl LNHSTT Gl 2008-@)6v 10 LS 6717 emiyLiletflév
@bEwmaler (W&Hev Hesf LT eSS HHhisH5HmS
GeustTmy. prRWeursest Hlmi F&CHMy ef6\&HeiTery 2004-@)60
Gleusterf); Bas68T HTYMEI, NI (BHLOMIT 6V65TL 65T 2012-@)60
LSS SMISET; e8] L& Limifley 2024-@\6v @\yesor(h)
Cleu6TITE 6L LIS E S MBI,
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Savita Punia becomes the most-capped player in Indian women’s hockey with her 321st
appearance

321-6ug YL LEHIL6T @IbHlw a6y anmsEHluilev SihHs g Lmiseflev allenemwimguisuyms
gallgm L esflwum smgement
Event date / fi&Lpe Ca&): 21 September 2026

India’s goalkeeper Savita Punia became the most-capped player in the history of Indian women’s hockey
on 21 September 2026, making her 321st senior international appearance in India’s Pool B match against
Indonesia at the 20th Asian Games, Aichi-Nagoya, which India won 17-1. She surpassed Vandana Katariya’s
record of 320 caps, having equalled it a day earlier in India’s 19-0 opening win over Uzbekistan. Hockey India
announced a cash reward of ¥10 lakh for the milestone. Aged 36 and known as ‘The Wall of India’ for her
shot-stopping and penalty shoot-out record, Savita made her senior debut in 2009 and reached her 300th cap in
February 2025. She was vice-captain of the side that finished fourth at the Tokyo 2020 Olympics, captained
India to the Commonwealth Games 2022 bronze at Birmingham, and led India to the inaugural FIH Nations
Cup title in 2022. Her honours include the Arjuna Award (2018), the Padma Shri (2025) and three FIH
Goalkeeper of the Year awards. The current India captain is Salima Tete.

21 QEULLUl 2026 6T, WFFHA-BTCHETWTaN6L BHLHS 20-6ug] o, Flw aflensmwml(Hi GuirLiguilsv

@ BCsTGeTHIWITe 8 (8, 6T TT6sT (FHemLI B il L 6 Hev1g) 321-6ug) Feoflwiy FFeuCsa oL L &Sy
sembprIS W @ibHw CamsusliLy sallsm Lesflum, @nbHlw waeflfy anmss sursummnilev Hls

L Lriserflev 69lememmiguIaUIy 6T65TM FTHen6tTERWILI LeMLSSTT; @hHWm 17-1 eTedtTm SH6voTsl60 GloeUsiTmS|.
subg 6ot SLITflmailest 320 QL L MBIS6IT 67637 FTSHEN6IT6NW HeU [T (PMIWLIYSSTT; (PHENSW HTeT

2 6v6ILH 65 Ten)|85(8) 6T TmesT 19-0 Gleumnmluiley o FFTHemesTen L FLO6T G\F WIS (HHST]. @) FF TS0 60TE: ST
amnrsE @S TL0 VL &b LUIfles Cgmensenwl HMlalsH55). 36 euwSTeT iU, H6o1gl SHILILS
HmenssTs ‘@ bHWTaNesT g6’ eTerT SemLSSLILIHEMTT; 2009-@)sv Feoflwy j6vfluN6v M) (LPSHLOTEBTITIT;
Ndyeuifl 2025-@)6L 300-6ug| YL LEEMS 6Tl gty GLISHHEICWIT 2020 ¢p6dlbLN&H6v BHTesTaHMD @ILLD 19955
Siewflufetr Glemesors: GasLiL6sT; LTSRS TLSI6L 2022 HM6sTCIU6LS allememwimL(hi GUrLiguilev GleuesaTas6VLD
Gleusttm yewoilufesr GasLiLetT; 2022-@)6L (p&6L FIH mr(hssit Gamiemuenw Glauetm jssoflemw euLflBL&leoTmiy.
af(HgI56T: SiFegeestm afl(Hhgl (2018), ugourf (2025) wHMILD epstm (Wweom FIH gy evoTigsst FMbHS
Camev&Liuy. sHCLTmSW @nHHIW 6wl CaliLer FeSom GILLGL.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gsijey (p&Hlws GmILIL 86T

¢ 321st senior international cap on 21 September 2026 vs Indonesia at the Asian Games; India won 17-1.

21 QEULUl 2026 i6tTm| oy Flw eNemsmwiml(HL GUTLiguley @bGsHTCesTlwime & &, 6T Tms 321-6ug] Fevsflwiy
g7eUGsH & L LIb; @bHwm 17-1 Gleumm.

e Surpassed Vandana Katariya’s 320 caps; equalled the record a day earlier in the 19-0 win over Uzbekistan.
sumbg 6ot SLTflwmeailest 320 QYL LMKISET ST5e060T (PMHIWIGLIL]; (PHEnSW HT6T 2 606lLH NS Ten)| 8 (8, 6T IymesT
19-0 Qeumnilufev F6iT.

* Hockey India announced a ¥10 lakh cash reward; she is known as ‘The Wall of India’.
amrsH @S T10 su &b Lifle: SMledlli; ‘@ bHlumeNest seury’ eTetTm| Senp&sLILHISDITT.

e Senior debut in 2009; reached her 300th cap in February 2025; aged 36.
2009-@\6v Fesflwy M aLb; NLFeuifl 2025-@\sv 300-6u8)] QL LID; auwig| 36.

* Vice-captain at Tokyo 2020 (4th place); captain for the CWG 2022 bronze and the inaugural FIH Nations Cup
title, 2022.

CLrs&IGWim 2020 (4-6ug) G)LID) FlenerTs: CasLiLe6T; &moesTeleusus 2022 Gleusssrgsuld LMHMID (WSHev FIH
mBr(hlser Gamusnu, 2022 Gleusitm yewoflufeor GasLiL6or.

e Honours: Arjuna Award (2018) and Padma Shri (2025); current India captain is Salima Tete.
aN(mgIs6T: SFegeesTm afl(hgl (2018), ugwuf (2025); sHELTmsW @HHIw GCasLiLesr &#eSom GILLGL.

ATHIYAMAN ACADEMY - 8681859181 - Page 45 /51



Static GK Connect

Hockey India

The national governing body for hockey in India, formed in
2009; affiliated to the International Hockey Federation
(FIH), founded in 1924 and headquartered at Lausanne,
Switzerland, and to the Asian Hockey Federation. Hockey
is India’s most successful Olympic team sport, with
eight gold medals won by the men’s team.

Savita Punia

Born at Jodhkan village, Sirsa district, Haryana. She is a
goalkeeper and a former captain of the India women’s team.
Vandana Katariya, whose record she broke, is India’s all-
time leading goal-scorer (158 goals in 320 caps) and
scored an Olympic hat-trick at Tokyo 2020; she retired in
April 2025.

Indian sports awards

The highest sporting honour is the Major Dhyan Chand Khel
Ratna Award (renamed in 2021, instituted 1991-92). The
Arjuna Award (1961) recognises outstanding performance,
the Dronacharya Award (1985) honours coaches, and the
Dhyan Chand Award (2002) recognises lifetime contribution.
National Sports Day is 29 August, the birth anniversary of
Major Dhyan Chand.

amma s @rbHwim

@nhHlwmallsy amrsdlulsr CHAW HlFaurs enwliL]; 2009-
@6v 2_(mHeumertgl. 1924-G)ev HmisuliLil L, &eflL&Fevmh)est
Qevmamesflev HemeVEMLWIHLD C\&TesTL FFeUCHE ammes &
gal LeniwliL (FIH) Hmib ou,&lw amms£s

FaL L 6BIDLIL|L 63T Q)6n6sTHSHGHI. L6 Si6vof] 6T (H HrisLl
LS8 &MmIS 06T Cl6L6sTM|6TeTS)|.

gellpm LLesfluim

anfluresrreilest FlFem wmaul L b Ggms & mest

£lpmog &lev Nmhseuf; GamevILIT MHMID @HEu
a6l Syewsflufesr (petTestmer GasLIL6dT. SHeUl (LPMWigs s
FMHEN60TE0 LIS Gl T6soTL 6UIHS60TIT SLTFIWT @\ HSwimallssr
e Camev 9sH 561l (320 gL Lrserflev 158
Camevaseir); CLTEHGWIT 2020-8)6v edlbLNE ammiifls
SllgSHSHeUT; eFLITev 2025-@)6v 6UI6).

@nHlw aNenemwim (b & (Ha) &6

2 wiflw efNensmwml (h) &9 (Hzl Coggy Hlwimest &FHha Gaev
gsestm e (hg1 (2021-@)6v wmIGILWflLtiulLg); 1991-92-@\6v
HmieuliulLg)). SiFegeestm el(hgl (1961) Hmbs
CEwesvHmen|&E; sICrmessTTEFTFWIT efl(Hal (1985)
LUNDHFWITET T8 (6ThE: E); Hlwimest &Fibs ell(mal (2002)
EUTLDIBTET LmigeflLE S, Cgy Hlunsst FhHlest NDHs
BIT6TTenT 2, &6l 29 GaHlw eflenemwimi (b HTsiT.

Karan Yadav appointed the first Chief Executive Officer of the Indian Super League

@hHw (LT 658 H165T (PBH6L Hemevenlo HlFeuns HHSMIIWITES &IFevor W6l [HIUWILD6sTLD
Event date / fi&Lpe Ca8): 21 September 2026

The Indian Super League (ISL) announced on 21 September 2026 the appointment of Karan Yadav as its first
Chief Executive Officer, under the league’s new club-led structure. He will lead the League Office, taking
charge of overall strategy, the commercial and broadcast proposition and relationships with clubs, broadcasters and
sponsors, working closely with the ISL clubs and the All India Football Federation (AIFF). Yadav brings nearly
two decades of experience across sport, media, marketing and commercial strategy. He entered football in 2010,
co-founding the digital football publication TheHardTackle.com, which he led as Editor-in-Chief. He later headed
the sports and content practice at Wavemaker (WPP) and sports sponsorships at ACKO, and was most recently
Chief Commercial Officer at JSW Sports, running a profit-and-loss account of over ¥300 crore. There he shaped
the commercial strategy around Neeraj Chopra, managed JSW'’s kitting partnership with the Indian contingent at
the Paris 2024 Olympics, and helped launch the Neeraj Chopra Classic in 2025. Under the framework agreed on
8 July 2026, the clubs hold the ISL’s commercial rights while the AIFF retains administrative control and oversight.

21 QEULLbUF 2026 26T @HHIW (GLLT 658 (ISL), sevrg) LHw Hleml Gemevemiouilsvimest 6nLoLiLfesr L
SIJ63T WITSH606U 56015 (PSH6V Hemevenld HlFeuns SHasmflwns HwbsHs5Ts HMleNsHs55]. Heuf 658
S8VIUEVESMS U HLESHIUTT]; @RL(HGCILTSHS 2 &8, euewsila LHMID eefluFLiL eumLiL|gerT, &lemLiLgesiT,
@efUFLILITET&6IT LoMMILD 696MDLITS T8 (EHLEITTET 2 M6y & (6Eh& G L GlummILiGLOUTT; ISL &lerLiL g6t mmin
&lev @b W HM6LLIHS| Fal LenwliLLest (AIFF) Qb (H&Esw0wTss GFwevLbhleumy. aNensmwiml(h, 26r gL,
FhHensLILI(HSSH60 LMHMILD eu6stils 2§58 Glenmaerfley 6 (H&E) sy @Fessr(h) SEFMLISHBISET en)|LIAILD

2 6iTemg]. 2010-8)6v TheHardTackle.com 66t 1923 L6V SHMeLLIBHG| GleuafluSienL @ eneworhgl Hmiad), Sigesr
Hemevenlo o FAflwrmas QFweoulLmy. Netteor GeueuGa sy (WPP) Blmieuestrs St aflensmimi (b LMHmILD

2 6TemL&&L LNifley & &), ACKO-aletr siflenemwimi(h eNerburll Lifle]& @ Senevenld STHISleTT; FL5LISSH60 JSW
evGumFLerSlesT Hemevenio auessflas SHlemiflimes T300 Comigss &L GLOEVITET 6VITLI-[HEILL & &H6ToTE: 6N S
BFeuSSSTT. SimiE Brgy Gamipmeneus snHMlw auewnils 2 HHemw allgalenwssry; Lumflev 2024

601198 H60 @ HH W i6v5fl &8 TevT |SW-@)60T 2 6D FoLl L TevoremLdenlL 5 FeudlS&my; 2025-@ev Gygd CamLiym

&lemnéls CpTLmIs 2 gel6rmy.
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* Karan Yadav appointed the first CEO of the Indian Super League on 21 September 2026.

21 QFULLbUIF 2026 oi60TM)| SiFesor WTSHeu @IbHW (GLILIT 655 &)65T (LPSH6v Henevenio Hljeuns: S mfluins

HIWILD6TTLD.

* He will lead the League Office under the ISL's new club-led structure, working with the clubs and the AIFF.

ISL-@ et LhHlw el emevemiouilevimest ienloLiLilest £1p 658 isviauevs:semns 6ULPBL &G 6UTT; SleriiLgssT, AIFF

2 L 65T @enentThag| Gl FwevL (hleurmi.

¢ Nearly two decades in sport, media and commercial strategy; co-founded TheHardTackle.com in 2010.

aflememwimL(h), 26T &1d, euestlls 2 565 lemmaeflsv &y @ Fesor(h) HEFMISH sn|Li6UD; 2010-@\60

TheHardTackle.com @\snevor Hlmieuestiy.

¢ Most recently Chief Commercial Officer at JSW Sports, running a P&L of over ¥300 crore.

FLBLSSH0 JSW eroGUMTLerS163T Sem6v6m1L0 616318 HSMIfl; TZ300 CasITIgE (HLD CLO6VTEIT 6VMLI-HEHL 8 865018 (&

Bl FeUmsLD.

e Shaped the commercial strategy around Neeraj Chopra and helped launch the Neeraj Chopra Classic in 2025.

Brgy Gemipmeneus &HMlW auenlls 2 SHemw aulgalensHSTy; 2025-@lev gl Camlipm HlemmHls 6C\SHTLmhig

2 gedlerrmiy.

e Under the framework agreed on 8 July 2026, the clubs hold ISL commercial rights while the AIFF retains

administrative control.

8 279eme6v 2026 LUILIHSS5 S 60TLI ISL euessfle 2 flemssit SlemliLserflLibd; Hlijeunss sL(Huum() AIFF-@LID.

Static GK Connect

Indian Super League (ISL)

Founded on 21 October 2013; the first season began in
October 2014 with eight teams. It is the top tier of the
Indian football league system, above the I-League. Until
2025 it was operated by Football Sports Development
Limited (FSDL).

All India Football Federation (AIFF)

Founded in 1937; headquarters New Delhi; affiliated to the
Asian Football Confederation (AFC) and FIFA. President:
Shri Kalyan Chaubey, elected on 2 September 2022 — the
first former international player to hold the post. India’s best
continental achievement is the AFC Asian Cup runners-up
finish in 1964.

Football in Tamil Nadu

Chennaiyin FC, based at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium,
Chennai, won the ISL title in 2015 and 2017-18. The Tamil
Nadu Football Association is the State body, and the
Chennai City FC won the |-League in 2018-19. The Santosh
Trophy is India’s oldest inter-State football competition, begun
in 1941.

@nHlw @i 658 (ISL)

21 95CLmu 2013-G)6v HmIeULILILLG); (PSH6V LI(HEULD
S156LTUT 2014-@)6v 611 () y6v5fl 85 (ETHL 63T CIFHTLRIH WG|
@S smevLIbH5I 6658 emwLiSesr 2wy Hlemev; go-
668588 CLoeumsstg). 2025 aUen( soljLLIT6V 6VGUITTL6M
QLeuevLIGI6esTL eSISIGILL (FSDL) @605 HLSHSHLISI.

3Hlev @HH W smeLLIHE] Fal LenioliL] (AIFF)

1937-@6v FmieulILLLG]; H6n6vemowssLD LG Hl6ved); o,&lw
&SIeVLIHE] Fal LenliL] (AFC) wHMILD solNeoLIme L 65T
BeneTTHBH G| Hemevell: (I, SBevwimesst GlgemGL; 2
QueliLbLf 2022-@\6b CaIHOGH\SSUILLLTT — @LiLgelenil
6UE S (GHLD (PSH6V (LPETETTET FTeUGHE ST

SIODIHITL 196V SHT6VLITH S|

&z 6tTem6EsT 2Q6UETEVITEV GIh (Th HJTEIENEHS SH6ITLOMEHS

Q& mesorL Gl&esTemesTuiiesT FC 2015 wmmib 2017-18-@)6v ISL
Gamlenuenwl GleustTm . LIH6Y SHemLIL| SLIPHBHIT(H
SMEVLIH S| FmISL; ClFetTensst Flillg FC 2018-19-@)6v 23-655
QeustTmgl. 1941-@\6v CsTLRIS W FHGHTaH CamiienL
@S WITaN 63T LILPE®LOWITEDT LOITIEl6V 18 (6Th &5 &l 6m LU 6v menT
SmeLLIHGIL CUTLLg.
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Sheikh Ahmed bin Rashid Al Maktoum passes away; Prime Minister Modi conveys
condolences

Cagws s1amLos LN6sT g5 316V LESITD Wemmey; LNswF Comy @ rmigev
Event date / fi&1pe] Ca8): 21 September 2026

Sheikh Ahmed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Second Deputy Ruler of Dubai, died on the morning of Monday, 21
September 2026, at the age of 76, according to the Dubai Ruler’'s Court. He was the younger brother of Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the United Arab Emirates and Ruler of
Dubai, and the fourth and youngest son of the former Ruler of Dubai, Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed Al Maktoum.
He also served as Deputy Chairman of Dubai Police and Public Security, Group Chairman of A.R.M.
Holding, Chairman of the Dubai Real Estate Centre and Chairman of the UAE Pro League club Al Wasl FC. The
Dubai Ruler’s Court declared ten days of official mourning across Dubai from 21 September, with flags flown at
half-mast. Prime Minister Narendra Modi posted his condolences the same day, saying he was deeply saddened
by the passing and that Sheikh Ahmed’s efforts to serve society would be cherished by generations to come; he
conveyed condolences to the Al Maktoum royal family and the people of Dubai.

sluml gt Fwmery B&lweTm& SHlett HMleNLiNesrLlg, Hiumuiest @\yessrLTLD glenesor &y L Flwimeny Cagss
aws 96T Fags 6V &KL Hkis6T, 21 CIFLILILIT 2026 5T6060 HL0G)| 76-615) 61WIE 60 &TEVLDTETT.
3Si6UT WEHEW AT HIBTHSSH 60T 516065078 SH6m6veU(HLD, LNFSHO(HLD, HILITW oy Flwimem(homet Gagss (PpsLog LNest
ga$s 16V EHMSleT HLLI; gLTuN6sT (PetTeTm6T UL AWM Caps: Tags et Fuis 916V L& GITLOI66T
BITESTSH US| LOMMILD GeMETTW LD&HE5T. 6L HILIMUI SHTeUsLG|enM MMILD GlLMGIL LTGIS ML 6T &lemevtTs
seneveurmee|, A.R.M. Gammevign (5 (L5 &HeneveurTsea|b, HILIMul flwey eTerGLL 6oL wis H)esT
HEMEVEUTTEHELD, 2&EIW ST SBrs LIGTT 658 HleTLiLimesT 16V eumevev FC seneveurmae b Lisssfiwmmmleormiy.
slumls gt Hwmemy B&I06TMLD 21 CIFLILDUIT (PSH6V LMW (P(L6USID LSS IHIT6T SHSTILILLTU &8585
SINNGHG|; Cl&TIYEET enTs SHLIGSH 6 LUmsselLLiLlLeT. 368 mreflsy Ny HETHS CLomg. @)\ rmisey
Q5 fleNSSTT; 46UTEI LIENMEUTEY Y LPHS C6USHEN6IT IEMLEUSTHELD, FPSSHSHMEE Caeneu ClEwiw eury
GHE&TeBITL (PWIMHFSH6T Henev(PemME6TTsy GLITMMLILI(HID sTesTayLd GMILLNLLTT.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gzijey (pa&H\ws &mLIL 86T
* Sheikh Ahmed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Second Deputy Ruler of Dubai, died on 21 September 2026, aged
76.

siumuiest @yessTLTID GlemesoT QL Flwimemy Cagss amios LNesT Tafs 316V WESITD 21 ClELIL LT 2026
S165Tm)| 76 U6V SITEVLDTEBTITIT.

* He was the younger brother of Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE Vice President, Prime Minister
and Ruler of Dubai.

WEEHW T SBTHS GIenewTs Henevallf, KNTsLWF, LT L Fwmery Caws (&gl N6 fass 96V
W& 5Mblest HDLI).

e Fourth and youngest son of former Dubai Ruler Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed Al Maktoum.
glumuesr (pedteoTme L FlwimeTy Coapuss pags L6sT Fuis 16V LOEGITLE6EDT HTEITSHTEUG], @606 LDE6IT.

* Roles: Deputy Chairman of Dubai Police and Public Security, Group Chairman of A.R.M. Holding and
Chairman of Al Wasl FC.

LS6NG6T: HIUIM &Teusuglenm WMMID ClUNHIL UTHISTLILS SlenewTs Semevally, A.R.M. Gammevig i
(515 S6M6ValI], 316V aumervev FC SHen6v6L1.
e The Dubai Ruler’s Court declared ten days of official mourning with flags at half-mast.
SIUmi g Awmemy BHLOTMHLD LSS BIT6T HHSTTLILLToU HISH&HD HMHNESS]; C&TY&E6T SenTs HDLISSH6V.
* Prime Minister Narendra Modi conveyed condolences to the Al Maktoum royal family and the people of
Dubai.

YipswF BEHHH T CLomy 16V &SI AHTEF (& OHILUSEHM (G HILITUI LDE&EHEHE G QTHISE) S5 HeNSST].
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United Arab Emirates

A federation of seven emirates — Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Sharjah,
Ajman, Umm Al Quwain, Fujairah and Ras Al Khaimah —
formed on 2 December 1971; capital Abu Dhabi; currency
UAE dirham. President: Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan. Crown Prince of Dubai: Sheikh Hamdan bin
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum. The Al Maktoum
dynasty has ruled Dubai since 1833.

India-UAE relations

The India-UAE Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) was signed on 18 February 2022 and
came into force on 1 May 2022. The UAE is among India’s
largest trading partners and hosts the largest Indian
expatriate community in the world. The BAPS Hindu
Mandir at Abu Dhabi was inaugurated in February 2024.

Gulf groupings

The UAE is a member of the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC), formed in 1981 with headquarters at Riyadh; its six
members are Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain
and Oman. The UAE is also a member of OPEC and joined the
12U2 grouping (India, Israel, UAE, USA) and the India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC).

25HW 3L SBFsLD

(R Sbyenserfles FalLenwlil — HUs ML, HILTUl,
QITITEDIT, SISOLOMEIT, 2 LD {6V (§6D6U6DT, soL|EMST, TNV {6V
6M&LOM; 2 19U 1971-@)60 2 (HeUTEsTS]; H606VHEIT
SAYSML); BHI6soTWD 23.91.4. SlFammid. HFHUj: Caus
&g et Fuis 916V HOAMWIMEST. &ML LILL &)
@ereursy: Gagns amibgmest LNedT (a5 N6 Tagks 3i6v
D& GITID. 3|6V OSHTLD UDEFLD 1833 (LPSHEV FILITEDLLI
QUSTEDS].

@HHWIT-22.91.9]. 2 M6 &6iT

@nhHWIT-g0.91.91. aNifleurest QLITIHETTSTY

Fa L LTessTento LiLbs (CEPA) 18 lyeurfl 2022-@)sv
B W(WSHSTE 1 G 2022-@)60 D65, UHSHG|.
@bSlwmaler WsLCLIFIW aUFSHsaLI LIkigTsIfla6rfley 89.94.9).
@6tTm); 2605 CeuGW WlSLIGILIFlW @\b&Hwi LjeubQlLIwy
Fepsd @mIE, 2 6Tengl. SLSTLiluilev BAPS @\bg|
Casmuflev LLireuifl 2024-@6v HiMEELILLLS).

6UEBIEIT(GLIT S|6MLOLIL|&56iT

99.9].9|. 1981-@\6v 2 (heument, MuMEHl6v &606060LDIISLD
Q& TEToTL 6UEMET(GHLIT (R SI6MLPLIL|E: He|soTeledlest (GCC)

2 mIULNesTy; QmI 2 MILIN6eTIE6T: F6ydh HGFLNWIT, 23.94..,
BMEUS, BSHSTIT, LIAMenFeT, 6pLo6iT. eElLg 2 m|LILN6sT(HLD

S G; 12U2 (@iHlwm, @evCrsy, 29.91.91., HGIWwFl&sT)
wHMIb @bHwn-sH W HipsE-LCrmium
QummenmaTy aufls 5L 5516w (IMEC) @\LbCILMHMI6TENS).
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International Day of Peace - 21 September 2026: ‘Invest in Peace — For Everyone,
Everywhere, Every Day’

F76uCsH & enE) HIT6T - 21 ClFLILDUT 2026: ‘SjenwSHluilevy (a5 ClaFuiu|mkiger —

S| 6BIEBTEU (TH 85 (HLD, 6TTEI(G LD, 6261U6I6UIT(TH IHIT(STHLD’

Event date / fl&Lpe Ca&): 21 September 2026

The International Day of Peace was observed worldwide on 21 September 2026. The United Nations theme
for 2026 is ‘Invest in Peace — For Everyone, Everywhere, Every Day’, with the hashtag #InvestinPeace.
The theme honours the ‘everyday architects of peace’ — those who drive local action and build peace from the
ground up. In his message, UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres called on world leaders to invest in a
peaceful future for all people. The Day was established in 1981 by UN General Assembly resolution A/RES/
36/67; it was originally observed on the opening day of the regular session of the General Assembly. In 2001, by
resolution A/RES/55/282, the Assembly unanimously fixed the date at 21 September from 2002 and designated
it a period of non-violence and global ceasefire. Each year the Secretary-General rings the UN Peace Bell at
United Nations Headquarters in New York and observes a minute of silence; the bell was a gift from Japan, cast
from coins donated by people of 60 countries. The 2026 observance included the ‘My Peace, Our World’
anthology, ‘The Art of Peace’, Peace Circles and the ActNow for Peace campaign.

21 QEULLUIF 2026 6T 2 6V6l&RIG LD FFeuCHEF HemL) HT6IT i68) | FfSHSLILILL G| 2026-88T60T 2085 W
BIT(H 6T jemeuuilest &(HLIGCILITIHET ‘emHluflsv (WHeS(H CFWILMBISGHET — |eM6EBT6L(IhH8 (GLD, 6TMHI(SLD,
@euGleum(m HMEHLD’; CameayGLE #InvestinPeace. @) &&HLGLIM(HET ‘Semw&Hluilsst SyssTOMLE FlHLsemern
— 2 6TTE6THIT HLEUYEHEDSHEHENET (P63TGI6TT(H S| 41985 56TEHSH60(HHG| DS DS &L L6MLOLILIEUTHEN6TE: —
QaerreNl&dmgl. &gl CFwHluiley, g.mir. ClumglE Clewevmeny iesTCLTesIGWIT (5L EILEIF6M 26m6tTsH 5

D& 5 (ETHE (G0 SEMLSILITEIT 6TH FEHMeVSHSHV (PSHS(H CIFILLOTM] 2 60858 &H6M6V6L[TEHETHE ) HeMLPLIL| 6 (HSHSTI.
@mbBTsT 1981-@\6 2.6, ClUuNgIFFenLS Sijwmestid A/RES/36/67 cpsuld HimieuliLlLg); COSTLESS5SH60
QurgFaenLILIeT aUP& ST Fal LEGISTLY CeTLRIEW Brerfley eniFflasliulLg). 2001-@)6v SijomesTid A/
RES/55/282 ¢peuid, 2002 (p56v 21 GELILIbLIT eT6tTm)| CoH&) 6(HLo6tTs s HlFesaruNssliul (), i8] HElbens
MM 2 svssermailw CuTy BIMIGHHE SmevdNss HMlaNSHSUILILLG|. eUGeUTT QL6voT(HID HILLWITTSE 60 2 66T
80.[BIT. HEMNEVENDIIBSHHEV GCILITEG|EF C\FW6VTET) g3.MHIT. SHems) Wevsflenw edl&as ClF g e HILLIL ClosTesT
31(6h&F60) ClEaVISH&IHMTT; eliumesflest Liflgmes @ WLoewsfl 60 HITL(H L& &6 HeTel&memLWITS: S6iflHs
IHIT6BOTWIMGISETTIT6V 6UMTEHSLILILL 5.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gz e (p&Hlws &mMILIL&6T
* Observed on 21 September every year; the 2026 UN theme is ‘Invest in Peace — For Everyone,

Everywhere, Every Day’.

SeoT(HiCHMMID 21 CIEFLLUIT Si6tTm)| Hs)&FFILL; 2026 3.16IT. S(HLICILIT(HET ‘Qjenwdluiev 1psHeS(hH
QI EIW MG 6T — emesTal(ThE (LD, 6TTI(G)LD, gR6UGIeUM(IT HIT(ETHLD’.
« Established in 1981 by UN General Assembly resolution A/RES/36/67.
1981-Q6v o.M, GluTg|FFemus STmesTd A/RES/36/67 epevid HimieulillLg).
* In 2001, resolution A/RES/55/282 fixed the date at 21 September from 2002 and made it a day of global
ceasefire and non-violence.
2001-@)6v Siymestd A/RES/55/282 ewpevid, 2002 (pgev 21 GI&LILLDLIT sT6st [l FevoriiD; 2 svasemmailw Gumy
HIMIS LD HMIWD Eben s HreaTms HmlaflLi.
* The UN Peace Bell, a gift from Japan, was cast from coins donated by people of 60 countries.
soliLmesfledT LIflEmeoT 29,161, D600 D6vBfl 60 HITL(H) LO& & 6Tfl65T [HITETBTWI [H65T 6l &HITEML&HEITIT6V 6UMTEHSLILILLG.

* The theme honours the ‘everyday architects of peace’; hashtag #InvestinPeace; UN Secretary-General
Anténio Guterres issued the message.

&(HLGCILM(RET ‘ 9ien&Hluilest oesTOILE HlmLNsenens’ CssmrallsaSHng); CaneayGLs #lnvestinPeace; . 6.
Qurg&F G FwevmeTy SiesTCLIeslCWIT (HLOILGIFe G\ FUIg).
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* 2026 campaign elements: the ‘My Peace, Our World’ anthology, ‘The Art of Peace’, Peace Circles and ActNow

for Peace.

2026 QUIGSHS FaM|SH6T: ‘6TevTd)| 6D, HLOG| 2 V&L’ CFTGLIL, ‘S enLDHIUNEIT Hemev’, SN 6UL L BIGET,

ActNow for Peace.

Static GK Connect

United Nations

The UN Charter was signed on 26 June 1945 at San
Francisco and the UN came into being on 24 October 1945,
observed as United Nations Day. Headquarters New York;
193 member states; six principal organs. Anténio Guterres
of Portugal is the 9th Secretary-General. India is a
founding member and among the largest contributors of
troops to UN peacekeeping.

Other UN peace-related observances

2 October - International Day of Non-Violence (Gandhi
Jayanti), declared in 2007. 29 May - International Day of
UN Peacekeepers. 24 October - United Nations Day and
Disarmament Week. 10 December - Human Rights Day, on
which the Nobel Peace Prize is also awarded, at Oslo,
Norway.

India and peacekeeping

India has contributed more than 2,90,000 peacekeepers to
over 50 UN missions since 1950 and is among the largest
troop-contributing countries. India deployed the first all-
women Formed Police Unit, to Liberia in 2007.
Panchsheel, the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, was
signed by India and China in 1954.

2&HW BIT(H &6 Semeu

o0.[BIT. FME6STLD 26 gIO6dT 1945 9|66TM)| FT6dT
yrer&levCamalsy ens6lW (s s Ters; 24 &Gy 1945-
@6V . HIT. 2 (HEUTeTH| — )5 & HW HT(HE6IT [HT6TTes
S0 FfEsLULHEDS]. Hensvenlow s HILLWITFE; 193

2 MIUIL BTHISEIT; UM (PSHETEOLD S BISMHISH6T.
Cumjgssemevd Calhs eTGLTesflGWIm (5LOILGFerv 9-
eug) CluNgI& Clewevmemy. @nEH W Hlmieusst 2 miLifesriy.

Slend) Qe TLFLmesT N 2.6, [HTL&6T

AHBCLIUT 2 - FFeuCHEF HDemE BHIT6T (HTHE) ClWihH)),
2007-@6v SimedLiL. G 29 - 2.1,

S HSMLILINETT&H6T FFeuCsH& mImeT. &CLTUIF 24 -
2&EW BM([H &6 H6T. RewuF 10 - wefls 2 flemwssit
BITeiT; 9i6TCm CrumyGsuuilest spervGevmailsy CHTLIsH
Sienw&L Lfl&b eupmisLL{hSmE.

@nhHwme|b SjemwHe MLl Lessflujb

1950 (p&6v 50-8 (gL GMLILL 80.IBIT. LI6wsl&(6Thes & @bSWwm
2,90,000-5 51D GomUL L HenLH&ITLILITET 860161
SIS u6iTeng); 24H & eSrTaemeT 6l &L Bm(H serflev
e6tTm)|. 2007-@)60 emevLIflwimey s @ (P&6V (L &6l
SenwliunssUulL smeuev Nifleneu @HEH WM Hen i Nwig).
SIEOEWITET F&H6UTLPE S T6sT WH&] CasmlLim(hasemmest
LI(h&FE6VID 1954-@)60 @B WIM6LD F6vTTeLD

&6 WSS L60T.
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