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ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY / &MhHmI& @060 & Lafuflwey

1. Planetary Health Check 2026: 7 of 9 Planetary Boundaries Breached

NlermesTLLifl Glaamevs Gl&ss 2026: 9-60 7 G&T6IT 6T6V60I6V&ETT LBMLILILL 65T

The third annual Planetary Health Check, released on 22 September 2026 by the Planetary
Boundaries Science Lab at the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK),

Germany, found that seven of the nine planetary boundaries have now been transgressed.
Only stratospheric ozone depletion and atmospheric aerosol loading remain within the safe

operating space.

Cleawesfluflest LITLeVLITLD &Tevbleney &Tes o rmiigs Bimisuestesleor (PIK) Gamerm
6T6VEMEVE6TT HMeTWIsH YU 22 GlEFLILLDLIF 2026 65Tm)| GleusludLL eesTmmeLg)
i6o0T(h) 'WemmeTLif]l lamevs 158" SIM&ems, ¢R6tTLIG| CSHT6IT 6T6V606V& 616V 6](LD
gH6l&eTGeu LBMUILIL(HeNLLSTS Cl&feN&ESEIME|. 3(H & E&HL6sTL 6eGE T &Fleng 6| LMMILD
6u6TflLDETITL 6V FEITETEV B6mey Wl @\T6vor(h) L (HGELD LITE)|STLILITEST 6T6V6m6085 (8,61

D _6ITEIT6DT.

Key Exam Points / Gsijey (p&&Hlws @I g6 [Medium]

* Released 22 September 2026; compiled with inputs from over 60 scientists; third annual
edition.
22 QeliLbury 2026 estm) Gleusflui(h); 60-8 @G CmuLL el epmesflasrlest LimiserfliLesr
SWTH&SLILILLG]; CP6TTMTeUS| 650 (H LSILIL.

* Strongly transgressed (high-risk zone): climate change, biosphere integrity, biogeochemical
flows (nitrogen and phosphorus), and novel entities.
&Hlenwwimss BmLLILLene (D58 QLSS LDESITLEVLD): &Tevblenev MMMLD, 2 ufyaGasmer
(mHemLILIT(H), 2 uNFCeuSUNWIEL 6L L MIG6T (M HLIFER65T LDMMILD LITeTILIF6N), L
GCILM(HLEET.

* Moderately transgressed (increasing-risk zone): land-system change, freshwater change and
ocean acidification.
B&Lme WBoLLLLen6 (HSH&K& G0 QLS| D6BSTLEVLD): Hl6V SenLOLIL| LDTMMLD, [HESTEs! T
LOTMMLD, HL6V HLO6VLOTSH6V.
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* 84.4% of the world's coral reef area suffered bleaching-level heat stress between January

2023 and September 2025 — the largest coral bleaching event on record.
soesteuf] 2023 (P&H6L GlFLILLDLIT 2025 susny 2 6v&lest LisusLiLimemnm LIFLILNev 84.4%
Cleu(ETH&H 560 SfsTalleumesTt GlauLiLl (PS5S5HMS EHSH 555 — @GIeueny Ligleumsst B&L1GILIFIw

Li6uerT Gleu(sTh& &6V H&LD6Y.

* The planetary boundaries framework was introduced by Johan Rockstrom and colleagues at

the Stockholm Resilience Centre in 2009; ocean acidification was declared breached in the

2025 edition.

Ga eI 6T6LEM6V ST CamLLITLenL 2009-60 eVLTEGAMTLD GlF&FleSlwesteny Cl&esTLflest Geomameot
TT&SEVLTTLD MMILD G peN6eTi SM(P&LILHISSH6TT; HL6L JblevnmgHev 2025 LSLLNev

BolulLsTs MlaNssluUlLg).
Static GK Connect

Planetary boundaries concept: proposed 2009,
Stockholm Resilience Centre.

PIK (Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact
Research) is based in Potsdam, Germany.

Nine boundaries include climate change,
biosphere integrity, ozone depletion, ocean
acidification, biogeochemical flows, freshwater
change, land-system change, aerosol loading
and novel entities.

IPCC, not PIK, is the UN body for climate
assessment (established 1988 by WMO and
UNEP).

GaT6IT 6TEVENEVE6IT H(HEGI: 2009-60
eVLIT&CamTLD ClF&ledlwetTey G\&Fe6sTLITTeY
(pesTelmAlwiiLLLg).

PIK (LUTLeNLITLD &Tevblensy ST&s y,Fmulss
Himeuestid) Glenjossfluflest LmLevLmLslev
S{6DIDHG|6TTEM.

GRETTLIG)| 6TEVEDIEVEEIT: SITEVIHlEM6V LOMMHMLD,

2 uUNF&GasmeT e(memwLILT(h, spGamssT

Fens e, HL6V LBleuorsev, 2 uNFGeudhluilwisy
6L LMBISET, [h60T60T 1 LOTMMLD, 516V S{emLOLIL]
LTHMLD, FEFTETeL H6mey, LSl GILm(IHLE6T.

&mevibleney ST (H&STesT 8. [BIT. SieMLOLIL]
IPCC &4,& (1988-6v WMO wmmib UNEP &i6v
BImIeUILCLg)).
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2. UN Climate Summit 2026 Held in New York

0.[BIT. &HTevblensy 2 FHWTHT(H 2026 Hlw,WTFESIeL HemLCILDMS)

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres convened the UN Climate Summit 2026 at United
Nations Headquarters, New York, on 23 September 2026, during the High-Level Week of the
81st UN General Assembly. It was his final climate summit before leaving office, and he
urged all countries to publish credible fossil-fuel transition roadmaps with clear timelines.

o.BT. lUTgIECIFWeTeTf SieTGLTeNICWIT (§LEILGITe, 81-6u8 &.HT. ClLIME|&&6mLIUN 60T
2 wiyblenev eurysslest CUMGI, 23 GlEliLbul 2026 6T HIULUITTESE6V 2 66T 8. [HIT.
H6EDEVENLISHSH 6V HTevBHlenev 2 FEFIMBT(H 2026-23 Fal 96Ty, LG a916VEH6USMDE (LP6OT
36U BLSSH W senLd smevblensy 2 &F BT @ &eumELd; C&erfleumsst &mev
SILL6UED6TITUL 63T Farlgl LjengLilgeu eTflOILIm(peT wrmm eufl&HSH L Lmigener Gleuefluf(hHiomm)
SIM6TTH G| BIT(H&HEMETWLD iUl 61651W M8 60T .

Key Exam Points / Gy (pa&&ws &ML &6 [Medium]

* Held 23 September 2026 at UN Headquarters, New York, alongside UNGA 81 High-Level
Week.

23 QEliLbuy 2026 o6tTm) HILLWITTE 80.[HIT. H6N6VenLWISHSEH60, UNGA 81 2 wihlenev
QUTTSHSIL 60T @)6n6stTHE| HEOLOILIHMS!.

» Guterres noted that the G20 accounts for about 80% of global emissions, and reiterated the
climate finance goal of $1.3 trillion a year by 2035 with a $300 billion floor for developing
countries.

2 6u8 2 LolLpeyserflev &y 80% G20 BT (h&s6red)(HHCS e Mg et (&L6ILGlT6n
FLIgSHSTLIQ6sTTIT; 2035-8 (56T 4600T(h&(8) 1.3 1gflevedlwest Lmevry smeviblenev b1
@ev&Enas LD, U6T(THLD BT(H&EHEE 300 LN6VeSIWET LT6VT (§e0DHSLLE 2 S5SHT6UTHEHNS LD
LBevoT(HILD euEdN WM& 6T

* New initiatives launched: the Global Grids Accelerator (Africa and Southeast Asia) and a Task
Force on Critical Energy Transition Minerals; the Early Warnings for All initiative was expanded
to cover over 160 countries.

Y& (pesTpuimEl&ssit: &G ey Hlifllen oy asdlevCrLLy (&Nfleasm wmmib Cl&eTdps S
SLEWIT) LOHMID (PE&ESIW eTflFSHS) MMM &651L0MmISEHESTEST ClFWIM (G (LD; 'H6DEBTEU(HE(E)LD
(pesTEaL gl TF&SlEms' SILLLD 160-8 @G CmULL BT(H & EHEE a9lfleurssliulLg).

* Germany became the third country to publish a roadmap to end fossil-fuel use in its energy
sector, targeting 2045.
56018 6TflF&HS5 HlenmuNsv LjengLilge eTflGCILIMHeT LweTUTLemL 2045-8 &6 (PL96) & (&H5
Glasmesot (hleu(HLD eSS L&Hens GleusfluIlLL epssTmmeLg| HTLTES G\ TLo6s!| 2 65TS).

* More than 2,500 GW of renewable energy projects worldwide are awaiting grid connection;
demand for critical transition minerals is set to nearly triple by 2030.
2 sugeTalley 2,500 GW-& @ CumuLlL 4gIlN&E55588 6fless S LmigssT Sl
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@ EMETTLILEHTE SHTHS) (HEE6TMENT; (PSS LDMTMME S65fILOMISEHE ST GHemeu 2030-
&(GH6T HILLSSLL e6iTM)| LOLMISTES 2 WI(THLD.

Static GK Connect

UN Secretary-General: Antonio Guterres o0.BIT. ClUMg|F6lFWevmsT: esTCLTes 1GWT
(Portugal), took office 1 January 2017. GLOLATsN (CuT&sa6v), 1 eesteurfl 2017-60
ugseNCumMMTI.

UN Headquarters: New York City, USA; UNGA is = £5.[BIT. &60606M0WISLD: HILLWIMTTS HSTLD,
one of the six principal organs of the UN. 2GS, &.bBT. ClUTg|FFenL 20.HT.el60T
SLM| (PSHETTENLD H6DLOLIL|SH6TTI6V 6265TM).

UNFCCC was adopted at the 1992 Rio Earth UNFCCC 1992 flGwim el 2 &&ombBmLigsv
Summit; the Paris Agreement was adopted at  gD&ULLLE]; UMlev gUiLbBHLD 2015-60
COP21 in 2015. COP21-6v gM&LILILLS].

Early Warnings for All was launched by the UN ' S{6n6tTol(H&GLD (PetTFaL gl 6TEFIf&H6n &'

in 2022 with WMO as a lead partner. SILLID 2022-60 g3./BT.6UM6L, WMO-6m161
W&EW Fal Lmeflwmss Glamesor(h
QarLmsiuULLg).

POLITY & GOVERNANCE / oipflwevenioliL] & o1 &

3. Supreme Court Split Verdict Sends Election Commissioners Appointment
Act to Constitution Bench

CoHTHEV ,E6TOTWIT [HIWILDEITE FLLLD SFEFIWLIEVERLOLIL] DTS E — 2 &&F [HSHILD6TMESH60
SlemeyulL &L

On 23 September 2026 a two-judge Supreme Court bench delivered a 1:1 split verdict on the
Centre's request to refer challenges to the Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election
Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023 to a larger
bench. Because of the split, the matter has been placed before the Chief Justice of India for
constitution of a Constitution Bench.

H6DEVENLS CHTSHEV LeM6stTWIT MM LM CHTH6V 2 em6BsTWITE6T ([HIWILD6BTLD, Li6ssf]
BILITH&HEMEBTEHET LMMILD LIGHeNEHST6VLD) FLLLD, 2023-8(8) THTT6IT 6uLE & S6em6m Gluflw
SIFeY&E Liflhalenrsss Geussst(hb ereoTm W&HS W HFFler Camflsens g, 23 GlEliLbury
2026 gjevTm) 2 &5 HSHIeTMSHS 6T @\(IF HSHILIS &6 3wy 1:1 erestm LNemeyLIL L SFLienL
6ULPMBIENIG). @)&60T STTESITIONS, S FFILIEVENLOLIL] D6 SENLILISMEHTS 61LPE S @)HSIW
S6m6V6MLD HHILSIINLLD en)(LILILILIL(H6T6ITG).
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Key Exam Points / Csjey (pa&&Hws &ML &6 [Hard]

* Verdict delivered 23 September 2026; provisions under challenge are Sections 6, 7 and 8(2)
of the 2023 Act.
23 QguiLwuy 2026 oettm| HFLIL; 2023 FLLgSeor LNifleysssT 6, 7 LMHMIWD 8(2) Feumsv|& (&
2 L LILL6D6M.

Justice Dipankar Datta rejected the reference, holding the constitutional principles on the
Election Commission's independence are already settled, and flagged concerns of executive
dominance.

BHlUS Hunis] s55T Lflbglenrenw HFTsNSSTT; CEHIH0 QhenerTuSSet &5hS T
&M1& STFwevenwoliL|s Camiumbser gmblserCou Siwmesileaasiul (el e eTesrs Fa),
BFeUTs B &H&ED (GHMSHS SHeUmeVenWL|D LISe| CIFWIST.

Justice Satish Chandra Sharma accepted the reference, holding it raises a substantial
question of interpretation of the Constitution under Article 145(3).

b&HLS) 561w FHST T LflbHlemTenw OmT; 2 mILLen] 145(3)-6T &1 SiF&lweventoliL]
eNer&asLD CI&TLTLITeT &evfl&FLomest Gas6iTall 6T(LDeUSHTES Fa 6T .

The 2023 Act's selection committee is the Prime Minister (chair), the Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha, and a Union Cabinet Minister nominated by the Prime Minister.

2023 FLLSS6tT Ly B5T68 (8(W0: LNTSHLOT (&Hen6veUr)), D& SeTensl 6T &8 &8 &emevelr,
Lgswrmev LflhgenrasLILHID 6(H LSS SHEDDFSFTENEU S6DLDFET.

This replaced the arrangement in Anoop Baranwal vs Union of India (2023), in which the Chief
Justice of India was on the panel.

SIEMITLI LIFesTeumsL 6Tl @b spssTmlwid (2023) sups&lev @bSHIW Henevenid HHILIS
Gelsv @LOCUMHMI(HHS FHUT DL @& LTHMIWIS).

With the split, the matter goes to Chief Justice of India Surya Kant for listing before a

Constitution Bench.
WlemeyuLL SFLILIT6Y, 6UPSE HTEFIWevemoLIL] SiFadlev Ll guiedlL @b Henevenid HHLIS
GTWIT STHSSILLD 6\FV&HEI MG

Static GK Connect

Election Commission of India: constituted @BHW CHTHL Y em6soTIID: 2 MILILeDIT 324-

under Article 324; established 25 January 60T S HeMSSLILLLE); 25 ggevreurfl 1950-60

1950. BimieulILLLE].

Article 145(3): a minimum of five judges is 2 mtyeny 145(3): or&lwevemnioliL] a9emssLd

required to decide a substantial question of QamLumeT SevoflFomest &L & Gaeallenw

law as to the interpretation of the Constitution. = SULOMEs( &8 GHODBSULEFLD Wb BHILIFS6T
GCxemew.

The ECI became a multi-member body 1 o5CLmuy 1993 (p&6v @BSHW CHTEH60

permanently from 1 October 1993. QLEDESITWILD BITTHSTLOMES Li6w 2 M1 6wT(y

SIEMLOLILITE LTS
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A CEC can be removed only in the same HEM6VENIDS CHTHEV EMETITIENT 2 F&F
manner as a Supreme Court judge (Article b&IesTm HHILSlenw 58 &0 6 (Wemmuiley
324(5)). L HGW B&HS (Wigwbd (2-milieny 324(5)).
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4. Supreme Court Collegium Recommends 12 Additional Judges as
Permanent Judges

12 sa(hs6v B semer BITHST HEHLS H6emTHS 2 &8 HE6etTm GlameSedlwid Lflhglenr

The Supreme Court Collegium, in a resolution dated 23 September 2026, recommended the
appointment of 12 sitting additional judges as permanent judges across four High Courts.
These are elevations of serving additional judges to permanent status, not fresh
appointments from the Bar.

23 QeuiLbury 2026 CaHWNLL STTesTSHS 6V, HT6sT(E 2 W HHILD6STM RIS 6V
wessflwmmmleu(pd 12 sa(hige6v BEHlLS&EemeT HFHST HH LIS ST BlWblEs 2 &8 S Le6sTm
ClameSlwib LflhgIOTSHSS]. @en6u euPsESM(EhT FepssHSH 60 (HHE! L& W HILILD6DTRIS6T
316V6V; LissofluNsvi6iTem Fa(h&6v BHLISEem6 HIFHSTLILI(HSSHILD [HL6LLY S 608 WM(EG)LD.

Key Exam Points / Gsjey (pa&&ws &ML &6 [Medium]

* Collegium resolution dated 23 September 2026; reported 24 September 2026.
ClameSdlwib Sywmestd 23 ClFlLbul 2026; 24 GlgliLbury 2026 oeTm)| Gleusflwimestg).

* Breakdown by High Court: Andhra Pradesh 5, Kerala 5, Uttarakhand 1 and Gauhati 1.
o Wiy Bwestm eumflwmss: ybHTL NFCHeED 5, Caremm 5, 2 H&55&mesTl 1, seyamnmgd) 1.
* The Collegium comprised Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, Justice Vikram Nath and Justice
B.V. Nagarathna.
ClaTeilwsHlev @ MBS Henevento HHILIS GTWT &MHS, HH LS aN&FLD HTs wMMILD
Bb&ILS) L9.e9). Br&FsHesTT @LD6ILIMMEDTI.
* An additional judge is appointed under Article 224 for a term not exceeding two years; a
permanent judge is appointed under Article 217.

Fa(h&6v BHILISH 2 mLILenT 224-65T SHLD HHSHLLEFLD @ T6v0T(h 24.600T(H & (6THE (S
BlwbleslubSDTT; BITHST HEHUS 2 milijenr 217-6T &1 HlwbleasiubiS mTy.

* The Collegium system evolved through the Three Judges Cases (1981, 1993 and 1998).
GClameSlwid (Wemm epesTm)| BHILISS6T 6uLps & &6 (1981, 1993, 1998) eLp6euLD 2 (THEUTETS).

Static GK Connect

Article 217: appointment of High Court judges 2 MUenT 217: (GYWFEFs SH6NEV6UTTEV 2 Wiy

by the President. B&H06TM HHLISH 6T HILILDETTLD.

Article 224: appointment of additional and 2 MIULenT 224: 2 wij BTN S 66T

acting judges of a High Court. Fo.(h 6L LOMID SDHETESS BHLISS6T
BIWILO6TTLD.

Article 124: appointment of Supreme Court o milieny 124: 2 && B&Hlwetm HHLIS s6T

judges. BIWILD6TTLD.
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The NJAC Act and the 99th Constitutional NJAC gLL(pLD 99-618) SiFFlwsvemioLiL|S
Amendment were struck down by the B(HSHSH WD 2015-60 2 &5 HHDETMHSHSTEV
Supreme Court in 2015. T&&I CleFWwiLICL 6oT.

DEFENCE & NATIONAL / ungiamiiy & Gsflwiib

5. INS Trishul Arrives at Toulon for 24th Edition of Exercise VARUNA
eu(mesorT LM EFluglest 24-6ug] LSILILSESTS (F6VIT6sT &I60M(LPSHLD eUbHSHenLBS INS &Hifl (&6v

Indian Naval Ship Trishul arrived at Toulon, France on 22 September 2026 for the 24th edition
of VARUNA, the bilateral maritime exercise between the Indian Navy and the French Navy.
The exercise comprises a harbour phase and a sea phase, with cross-deck visits and
professional exchanges between the two navies.

@bHW sLHUHLESELWD LNOFERS SLMHLIEHLEELD @6nLUNeVTssT @)\ (HSTLIL SLEVEFTT

LU & wimest su(mHesoTmalest 24-6ug)| LSILILESTS, INS Slifl(E60 &LiLIev 22 GlFlLbuy 2026
Si60TM)| LNTTesTEl60T (F6VITesT HIEMM(LPEHSHENS eUHSENLHSSH!. @LILIULNDHEFIUN6L HIeOM(PE&HE
SLLLD LMMILD HL6V SLLLD Y &6l HLKIGLD; @) (H SLMHLIHLE(EHEE @)enLCwl &LILI6Y
UMD eU(HEM&SEHLD STV LPemM LIFIOMHM KIS EHLD @)L LDGILIMILD.

Key Exam Points / Gaijey (p&Hlws (&mILIL&6IT [Easy]

* INS Trishul arrived at Toulon, the principal French naval base on the Mediterranean, on 22
September 2026.
LHSW S0 JEHSL60160 2 66T LNTTesTFIT (PSHETTEnLD SLMLIENL S S6ILomest (Fevmenest INS
Sifl&e6v 22 QFULDLIF 2026 Si65TM) UHSENLHSHG)!.

* VARUNA is the India-France bilateral naval exercise; this is its 24th edition.
6L (TH6TOTIT 6T6OTLIS| @B WIT-LNFTesTeny @ (HSTLIL| SLMHUnLLI LUNMEF; @) &) 31560T 24-618)
L&ILIL.

* The exercise began in 1993 and was formally named VARUNA in 2001.
@uuuim& 1993-6v GleTLmI&IWE); 2001-60 (PEOMWITS '6U(H6voTT 6reorTLl GlLiwflLILCLg).

* INS Trishul is a Talwar-class guided missile frigate of the Indian Navy's Western Naval
Command.
INS &)ifl(&60 eTesTLIG] @B SLHLOL U6 GLom @ SLMLIEHLS SHeneVenLISHSHn&HE CFFHE
&6V6UMIT 61608 6ULPISTLLLILILL 668606507 CLIMTESLILIG.

* The exercise has harbour and sea phases covering anti-submarine warfare, air defence and
replenishment at sea.
BIepLp&IE sLL6V eTHTLIL| GUITTT, 6umest LIM&|STLIL| LbHMID &L6016v erflelLm(melT HlFLiLSHev
SEWEUMENM 2 6TEMLESIWL &I6DM LS LDMHMILD SHL6V SLLMISET @&H60 2 6T6IT6T.
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Static GK Connect

Other India-France exercises: Garuda (Air N @bSwIT-LNFmesTery LUNMEFIG6IT: & (HLT
Force) and Shakti (Army). (e9omesTLILIEDL) LHMID FEHS) (TTEEHIEULD).
India-Russia naval exercise: INDRA. India-US: @BHWIT-FaEwr sLHUsHLL LUNMHE:
Malabar (with Japan and Australia). @BATT. @HHWIT-HOFSST: WwevLIT
(soLiLimedT, 2y e&CreSlwimeyL6or).
Talwar-class frigates were built in Russia for S6V6UIT 6Uens CUIMTHSLILIGVSET @\HS W
the Indian Navy. SLMHUOLESTS Je1%uITeTley &L LLILILL6m6L.

Indian Navy's motto: 'Sam No Varunah' (May @b&Hlw sLHUenLWI6T GM&ECsTsT: 'FLb CHT

the Lord of the Oceans be auspicious unto us).  6U(HEET:' (BLEVEETET SHILIG) 6TL05(E HESTEOLO
O(HETEUMTITE).

ECONOMY & INTERNATIONAL / Qun(menmsmy & syeubsaid

6. S&P Global Ratings Raises India's FY27 GDP Growth Forecast to 7.0%
@mbalwmellest FY27 Qlrss 2 6THITL(H 2 musS) sueTiad) (estesrmlallienul 7.0% 48
2 WFSHSHIW S&P &GermLisv

In its Asia-Pacific Economic Outlook released on 23 September 2026, S&P Global Ratings
raised India's GDP growth forecast for FY27 to 7.0%, up 40 basis points from its earlier
estimate of 6.6%. The upgrade was attributed to strong industrial activity, resilient
consumption, goods exports and government capital expenditure.

23 QLU 2026 giestm) GleueluNL Ll L e Aw-udiNs Clummermsmy
&60sTGETOTTL L& B160, S&P (HGemmLey Griigmisiy @mb&HlwimeNssr FY27 Glorgs 2 6THmL (b

2 UGS eueTF&e (etesTmleNisnul (PpHemnsW 6.6% eresTLISH 60 (HHEI 40 gLl ILIEDLLI
Yeirerfl&em 2 wifsHS) 7.0% &S wgl. eusyieumest Qgmiflsugiemm Glgwevuim(h), 2 migwimest
HI&T6, CILMHLEET HMIE) LMHMID HFFl6T pPevSH6sTE GlFsvailenTld Sy &lwienel @He

2 W6 &GS SITEsTONSHE FaLILILL60T.

Key Exam Points / Gsjeay (pa&&ws (&ML &6 [Easy]

* Forecast released 23 September 2026 in S&P Global's Asia-Pacific Economic Outlook.
S&P &GsmmLed et A W-LHA NG CILM(HETTS T &H6voTCemsTTLL&HSH60 23 GlFlLbLf 2026
Si6oTm| Gleuerflui(h.

* FY27 raised to 7.0% from 6.6% (a 40 basis point upgrade); FY28 projected at 7.2% and FY29
at 7.0%.
FY27 (petrestnilefLiL 6.6%-6S)(Hb& 7.0% 248 2 wifey (40 gliLienL Ll LeTerfl&siT); FY28 7.2%
24&H6YLD FY29 7.0% &6 b UL (H6Terg).
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* The upgrade followed Q1 FY27 real GDP growth of 7.8% year-on-year.
FY27-65T (Lp&H6V &TEVITEBITIY60 2 650T6mLOWITEST GILDMEHS 2 6THTL(H 2 MHLISE) 6007 (h & (&) 46507 (H)
7.8% eueT &) H6tTLNSHS C\STLIHG @HS 2 WIFT6y.

* S&P expects CPI inflation to average 5.1% in FY27 and anticipates a 25 basis point RBI policy

rate hike in the remainder of 2026.

FY27-6v msyCeumy eNlenevs @MIUSL(h LestteS&asd Frmaflwums 5.1% @)(hHe G0 eTesTm)L,
2026-60T 6T(EH&FIW HTEVEH6L IflFT6eu eumIS) 25 g liLiemLLl LeTerfl&e6T eully eN&l&H5ems,

2 WIFHGILD 6T60TMID S&P TS FUTTESIM G

* Risk flags noted: a monsoon about 15% below normal through early September, rupee

depreciation of over 5% through mid-September, and higher crude oil prices.

LSS GMILILSET: QFLILDUT 61STLESSD euen] @uisvenll a9l &my 15% &enmeumest
L(heuUenL), ClEliLbuf BhHLLES) sueniy ehHumuilest 5%-&@LWw Goevmest &ILILNLPLIL,

SH&fHS SH&FT 6T680TGl6soTIL 61916m6V.

Static GK Connect

The Big Three credit rating agencies: S&P
Global Ratings, Moody's and Fitch Ratings.

India's financial year runs 1 April to 31 March;
FY27 means 2026-27.

1 basis point = 0.01 percentage point.

RBI's Monetary Policy Committee has six
members and targets CPI inflation at 4%
within a band of +/- 2%.

(PSS ePesTM] SL68T ST (H)
Him|6uesTmIgG6T: S&P (&GeTmLey Grlgmien,
ELPL.61V LOMMLD colNL& GIrLigmien.

@mb&w bHliglwimesor(h) eFLITev 1 (Lp&ev mjg 31
eueny; FY27 etestigy) 2026-27.
1 oygliuemL i Yeimerfl = 0.01 569511 LeTerf].

fl&Feu eumS 96T [HITesoTWES: 6 T6ITen &S
&(W6eNl6v M| 2 MILIS6STIE6IT; [HISFTEeUTF
aflemevsd GMIUIL(H LstsTe ss @)6v8 &) 4% (+/-
2% euryLdLy).
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7. Jaishankar Co-Chairs L.69 Group Ministerial Meeting on UN Security
Council Reform

S0.[BIT. LITGISTLIL| &H6Y6iTEFl60 FTSH(HSHSHWD GHMISHS L.69 (80 HMDFFTEHET Fal LSHHM(S
O UIFHRIGT @)6M6TTTE &6DI6V6DLD

External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar co-chaired the L.69 Group Consultative Ministerial
Interaction on UN Security Council reform in New York on 23 September 2026, on the
margins of the 81st UN General Assembly, alongside Saint Lucia's Minister for External
Affairs Alva Baptiste.

81-6ug) .M. CLTg|FFemLUN6T RUMEIseTlev, 23 ClFLLDUF 2026 Si60TM)] HIWLWITTEE 60
HEOLOILMM 9.BIT. LUMGISTLIL &6 6iTelev FTH(HHSHW HMSHS L.69 (8 pellesr yGeumesensst
SIEDDEFTSH6T &H6VIHGI6MTWITLEVIE (), ClFuileTl enrFlwimailest Gleusfluymey eMmDEFEFT 606U
LImLig6ML (hL6oT @)enestThg Gleueaflymey SHenESFT LISLI 6T6). Gl USRS @)6n60Ts
H6DEVEDILD LS SHSTIT.

Key Exam Points / Ggjey (p&&Hlws @mILIL&6T [Hard]

* Held 23 September 2026 in New York during the UNGA 81 High-Level Week.
UNGA 81 2 wijblemesv eumggdlest Gumg| 23 gty 2026 o6sTm) Hlul,wmyseslev
BHEnLCILMHME).

* Co-chaired by Dr. S. Jaishankar (India) and Alva Baptiste, Minister for External Affairs of Saint
Lucia.
LT&LI eren. Clewismisy (@ b&Hlwm) wmmib lgulletl surdflwumaiest Gleuslume| SiemEEy
S{6V6UIT LIMLIg6ML Y SHCWITIT @)6mn6T8T8 &H6DEVERLD 611858 5H60TT.

* Jaishankar said the Global South is at the receiving end of unprecedented global change while
the UN falls short of expectations, and that delaying reform perpetuates historical injustice.
S0.[BIT. TS TUMTLIL|&6m6T [HlenmCGeumms seumlujeTsT Hlenevullsv, (LesTlesTLICLITEID @6060Ts,
2 sugeTmell LDTMME 16T allenemeasensT 6l&6Ten 608 HIT(H&G6IT &Fhe & 65TM6T 6T65TM)LD,
FTH(HSSHSHMS STLSLL(HSSHIeUS] euFeVTHM| HBESHlem Bl9sH&E GlFwISme)| 6r6sTm LD
Ol WISMRIST Fan)6oTITI.

* He called on the L.69 Group and the African Union's C-10 to act together for comprehensive
reform, including expansion in both the permanent and non-permanent categories.

BrbH&r LOHMIWD BIFHSTLHM @) ([ WNifleysefleyb eNifleurssb 2 sierflL aflifleurss
FTH(HSSHSHSH MBS L.69 816y 1N l&s eermlwgglsor C-10 (& (WeLb @)en6sTha]
GClEwsvLIL GeuestT(hHILD eT6oT 26U SfeMmLpLIL| eN(HSSTT.

* The L.69 Group is a cross-regional grouping of over 30 developing countries from Asia, Africa,
Latin America and the Caribbean, and the Pacific; it is named after the 2007 UN General
Assembly draft document number L.69.

L.69 & sTeoTLIG| LFIwm, Y UINflEsT, sudhdest SEIWFlEsT MM sFNwes, LfNs
LGS &emers Cafmhs 30-8GW CmULL eusT(fHLD BT(hseflet NFThHSH WLhi&Hen6Ts &L bHS
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ol LemwLiL|; 2007-6V g9.BIT. CILMTSIEFOLILINEIT 6L6MT6Y U665 6T650T L.69-20 g ILIEnL WITEHS
Glasmesor(h) GlLwWflLLILILL &).

Static GK Connect

UN Security Council: 15 members — 5 S0.[BIT. UMTGISTLIL| &6 6oT&16v: 15
permanent (China, France, Russia, UK, USA) 2 miiNesryasT — eI CLT Sl mypeTer 5
with veto, 10 non-permanent elected for two- BIrbHsST 2 MLt (Feorm, NFmesTer,
year terms. TORWIT, @R&levnHE, HH6WF&ET) HMILD
@ yevoTLImevoT () LSeNSH&HTeVSHSH M (S
CarmHllsHssLILHID 10 HIFHSTLOHM
2 mULSesTyas6iT.
G4 nations seeking permanent seats: India, BIIhHST @LBIsSen6T BTHIW G4 BT(HH6T:
Brazil, Germany and Japan. @nHwm, NCrelsv, GlgFwesfl, goliLimebr.

C-10 is the African Union's Committee of Ten C-10 ereoTLIgy) QMg Y LINfl&S

promoting the Common African Position BlemeviLmLenL (erareveilesi] (HLOSS & (HSHS!)
(Ezulwini Consensus). WereleT(hl&E D W LIN &8 getTuisSest
LS5 Brbls6T &(9-

'Uniting for Consensus' (the Coffee Club), led @ 5560 LHMILD LIT&levg mesT

by Italy and Pakistan, opposes new permanent = S60606mOUNCVTEST '6R(HLOES 8 (5 S8 & TewT

seats. eetTMlemevorey' (&Ll &lerll) L&Hlw HFbHsr
QLEISen6T TH TEHE M.

TAMIL NADU SPECIAL / 50lpmr®H HAmiiy

8. Supreme Court Issues Notice to Karnataka on Tamil Nadu's Cauvery
Shortfall Plea

SLOPHTLIg6sT STellif] B LMMTEEHenM Len)|all6y STHTLESSHINE 2 &F& HELD6TMLD
GBI Lesi

On 24 September 2026 the Supreme Court heard Tamil Nadu's application over a shortfall in
Cauvery water releases and directed Karnataka to file its reply within one week. Tamil Nadu
placed the cumulative shortfall at about 20 TMC, while Karnataka's own assessment was
about 16 TMC.

smellifl 57 SMLLN6L FOHULL UMHMTEEenM CISTLILITET SLOIDHTLIg6T sn|en6u 24
ClElLbuf 2026 oi6Tm) 69&Mf&HS 2 && HHIDETMLD, §(IH UTTSHS M &6 Lidleverfls @ Lwmm)
SFBTLESHS M@ 2-S5STNLLG]. CDTEHS LIMMTEENM &M 20 Lg.6TLD.&. 66T HLOLPHT(H
CaNN&s55!; BTBHTLESSH 6T 6\&THS LEILILS(H &My 16 Lg.6Th.&F. Qi &Lb.
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Key Exam Points / Gy (pa&&lws &ML &6 [Medium]

* Heard 24 September 2026 by a bench headed by Justice Vikram Nath, with Justice Sandeep
Mehta.
24 QeuiLury 2026 et (HHILIS) 69T BTE H6mevenLOUN6VTesT BF6Y, HHLIS FHSLI
CssmeLeT eNFT S5 g

* Tamil Nadu sought enforcement of the Cauvery Water Management Authority direction that
Karnataka release 6,000 cusecs a day from 9 to 23 September 2026, plus proportionate
make-up for the accumulated deficit.
9 (Pp&6L 23 ClFLILUIF 2026 6uen) BTG6TTeTM|8(E 6,000 SH6vT iy B HlM&a Cousvor(hlbd eTesTm
sreNifl By CLoevTetITEnLD Y 6m6ToT WIS H6T 2 &G Ten6u HL6VLI(H &S D, GHmik W
LMMTEEnMEE & STETT F(Hlolgwwe|b SUINHT(H Camflwg).

* Senior Advocate C.S. Vaidyanathan appeared for Tamil Nadu and Senior Advocate Shyam
Divan for Karnataka; Karnataka pleaded drought-like conditions.
SIPBTL(HESTES (PSS ULPSEM(EHT &.6T6. MEUSSIIBTHEDILD, HTHMTLESS MSTS (PSS
6ULPESM(6hIT O1HWITLD SH6UTER)|LD 4SO TEITTIE6IT; 6UMLE Hlem6eVenLOenIL SFHTL&LD
FLYSSHTLIQUIG).

* The Court observed that the parties' right to have grievances considered by the CWMA could
not be denied, and said the CWMA should take the call on the deficit.
srelifl By CLoeVTeBsTEnLD QY eM6TITWIS STV (FHenM&6T LIflFedsaLiLL Geustorigwl &rLilestiflest
2 flemenl LDM|HSE (PLYWITE| 6T60T [EHIDESTMLD HevUesil&HSHE!; LUMHMTEEHnMm (HMI&HS
246m650TIGLD (PL9Gleu(h&a GeuesoT(HLb 6T6oTs: Famlwig).

* Tamil Nadu cited crop loss in the early kharif (kuruvai) season; the matter was posted to
October 2026.
(PesTLI(HeU ((Gmieneu) LuNF @pLienu SWIPHT(H &FLgsSTLiguig); 6P E HSCLTUF 2026-
&G RS MUSSLILILLE).

Static GK Connect

Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA) = &mellifl 5 Gosumesstemid i emevorid (CWMA)

and Cauvery Water Regulation Committee LmHMID sreN i B ¢RIsTOMIS G LW (CWRC)

(CWRC) were set up in 2018 under the & weneu smafifl Bl Lk (b

Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal's scheme. gruumug e SLLGSler &L 2018-6
SO0 S LILILL6DT.

The Cauvery rises at Talakaveri in the srellifl Y m| BTHTLESSHSH 6T ClSTL (S

Brahmagiri hills, Kodagu district, Karnataka, meul L &S160 LNFL&If emevuNey 2 smerm

and drains into the Bay of Bengal. 56060855 MTGeUFUT6 2 HLISHWITE eUhIST6T
aNiflGLTaN6L HeV&HEIME).

Basin states: Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala L(Hem&s MHl6VMmISET: &FHILET, SLOIDHT(D),

and Puducherry. Gayemm LMMILD LgIFGEIS.
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Under the 2018 Supreme Court verdict, Tamil 2018 2 _&& H&wetm STLILN6oTLILG

Nadu's share was fixed at 404.25 TMC. Main SLOILPBTLIg60T LiMki(G 404.25 19.6T1D.8). .5

tributaries: Kabini, Bhavani, Amaravathi, Bl6soTUNSSLILLLS. (P&SEIW Hlene6rr HE&6:

Noyyal and Hemavathi. seofl, Leumesfl, Siormeug), CBmLIWEY,
Gamiomeusg).
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9. Tamil Nadu Observes State Organ Donation Day 2026

SLHT([H rblev 2 ML &rest HleoTd 2026 en)FIflLiL

Tamil Nadu observed State Organ Donation Day on 23 September 2026, commemorating the
landmark 2008 organ donation of Hithendran. The state honoured donor families, and figures
released show 312 donors gave 1,699 organs and tissues between September 2025 and
August 2026.

2008-6v aamCHmHSFesilesT sugsummmIE FIMLUILWEES 2 MILIL| STETTEHMS [Hlen6sTe & (HLD
eusm&WIlev, SLOIPHT(H 23 GlELL LY 2026 esTm) THleV 2 ML ST6T &6tTHens
SIWFNSHS5G|. HTestd eupmISCuimifleoT & HIbUmIGST CseTrallsas Ll L6oT; gLy 2025
(P&6V U&6ML 2026 6u6n)T 312 HT6OTLD 6ULPMIGBISH6T 1,699 2 ML &6 MMILD &H&&eHene6r
6ULPMRISI W 6TTETS TS LisiTerTlel6uTmigseT Gl fladsdlesrment.

Key Exam Points / Csje| (pa&&ws &ML &6 [Medium]

* Observed 23 September 2026; commemorates the 2008 organ donation of Hithendran, son of
Dr. Ashokan and Dr. Pushpanjali.
23 QaliLuy 2026 o6tTm| HeIFFILIL; LTSLT HEFTEH60T LoMMILD LITSLIT L|6%LIm(eh&60)
2 EGwiflest astT aMlGCa b Tesflest 2008 2_MILiL| HTEITEMS [HlenEsTEF0TEHIM).

* September 2025 to August 2026: 312 donors provided 1,699 organs and tissues.
GlElILbUF 2025 (P&H6V &6V 2026 uen: 312 ST6rTLD 6ULPMIGHFSH6T 1,699 2 m|LIL|&6iT
LMMILD &H)&&EHEM6IT 6LLPMHIS) 6T

e Cumulative from October 2008 to September 2026: 2,550 donors provided 14,845 organs and
tissues.
S166LTUF 2008 (W&H6v GlEFLILDLIF 2026 suen GILTSHSLD: 2,550 STesTLd 6ULPMIG BT 14,845
2 MIUIL|S6T OHMID S Er&HEHEn6IT 6LLPMIS6TI.

* TRANSTAN (Transplant Authority of Tamil Nadu) was constituted by G.0O. 396 dated 12
December 2014 and registered as a society on 18 March 2015.
TRANSTAN (51BM([H 2 MLl rMHm| yemeseTlb) 12 wabuf 2014 CaEHUNLL HF&Tenesor
396-60T e6VLLD SieM&SSLILIL(H, 18 WM& 2015 &6tTM| FRISLMSL LiSley QlFWwlILLLg].

* Health Minister K.G. Arunraj joined by videoconference; Health Secretary Darez Ahamed
presented honours to donor families.
FETHTTHHINM SMEFFT C&.23). | (HEvoTTTED &HT6lesoTTed) eUTUNEVITE &6VHE| 68 TETaTLITH;
FETHTTHGHINM ClFW6evmery LITGlTen Si&HL0g)| &TesTid euLpriSGuimiflesT (& (HLbLIMkI& EThe (&,
6\ (H &I SHEM6IT 6ULPMISSETITIT.

* Tamil Nadu led Indian states with 2,796 organ transplants in 2025 and has been recognised
for running organ donation programmes for ten consecutive years.
2025-6v 2,796 2 mILiL| LTHM| MIen6U Fl&EFerngsEmhLesT @bSIW rblevmigsley SIPHT(H
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WP&6OLD YysH55; CISTLIHS LISSTesoT (H&H6TTeS 2 MILIL| ST6T &L LhI&Hen6rT
BLESWSDETEH SMISSHTILD ClLIMHM|6T6ITS).

Static GK Connect

National Organ Donation Day in India is @nsHlwmallsy CaFw 2 miLiL| ST Hl6oTLd
observed on 3 August. &6V 3 SeTM HeWIFFlSHSEUILHS D).

NOTTO (National Organ and Tissue Transplant NOTTO (GCa&lw 2 miLi HmIb S& rmm)
Organisation) functions under the Directorate = S60WOLIL|) &H&TSHTILD LOOMID & HIDL 6V

General of Health Services, Ministry of Health = SI6OWEFFSHSH6T HEMTHTT CFev6USHET

and Family Welfare. QusGBISESSH6T S ClFweLIHSDE.

The governing law is the Transplantation of @smamest FLLLD: W6vflg 2 MILIL&6T mmILD

Human Organs and Tissues Act, 1994. B& 886 MMM Mien6l Fl&Feng FLLLD,
1994.

Tamil Nadu's capital is Chennai; TRANSTAN is SLOLPBTLI965T &H6DEVHETLD bl&F6dTEn60T;
headquartered there. TRANSTAN-63T &606V60LOWIS (LD i CaGWw
2 66

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY / oipfleflwi6v & Qg miflevmr Lid

10. Maruti Suzuki Commissions Its First Green Hydrogen Plant at Manesar
LOTGesTEFl6L H63TH| (PSH6V LISEDLD 6DEUDLTE6ST 24606060 W OGS TLMRISIWL LDM(HE) & (&5

Maruti Suzuki India commissioned its first green hydrogen electrolyser plant at its Manesar
facility in Haryana on 24 September 2026. The 300 kW pilot plant uses surplus solar power
generated at the site, and the hydrogen produced is blended with natural gas for use as a
process fuel in manufacturing.

M) & @GS @BSHWT HlmieuerTd, 24 GlgliLbuy 2026 etm) eumiflwimsstmeNsor mGesTEy
SLEMEVUIEV H6TTH (LP&H6V LIGEDLD 6D TE60T LBl6dTL(ELIL| QeneVemns GG TLmISIWwg). 300
HCoumeum HlmetT Gl&mMesTL @HE (PEITCEITTIY L6V, HEH QL &HSH6L 2 MHUGSH WMEHLD 2 Liif]
G&flw Bleremrsemns Ll LwsTU(hISSHISME]; 2 HUSSHI MG 6NaMLFe6sT @WMens
eTfleumujeyL 6o S6v&&LLL(H 2 mLSSH UN6L GlEwevpenm 6rflCILIm(heTmasL
LweTUhSSUILHIE M.

Key Exam Points / Gsijeay (pa&&\ws (&ML &6 [Easy]

* Commissioned 24 September 2026 at Manesar, Haryana; capacity 300 kW, operating as a
pilot project.
24 QaliLury 2026 oeotm| emiflwmsstmedlsst LTGsTEFfl6L GG TLESLD; Hlmest 300 &HlGsvmeurL,
(pesTGerTmig s HILLLOME ClFwsvLIHiSHIMS).
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* Green hydrogen is produced by electrolysis of water using renewable electricity, splitting it

into hydrogen and oxygen.

H&IULN&85568 WeTamrsmsLl LiweTL (&S Henl WBleTL@LiL 61§18 606U L IFIo6sT TS 6 LD

S 5F TS LNIILILISEIT LP6EVLD LIS6eMLD 6mamLFest 2 MUSSH tlewwiubhiSng).

* The plant uses surplus solar energy generated at Manesar, including on holidays when

factory demand is low.

ClamhHeTeney CaHemeu GHsnmeurs @)(hHa G W0 el (hl(wenm BITLE6T 2 L LIL, rGesT&flev
2 HUSH WML 2 Uil (Gl HHMen6ev emnev LeTU(HSSHISIME.

* Maruti Suzuki aims to cut manufacturing carbon emissions from 615,000 tonnes to 266,000
tonnes by FY2030-31, a reduction of about 57%.
2030-31 higlwimesst(h& &6T 2-Mus S &iflb 2 Wlpsneu 6,15,000 Letrassrled (mbal 2,66,000
LEST&HETTS, HMeUG| FLOMT 57% (&60MES WM(HE) & (@GS @608 & 606U S6T6ITS).

* The technology is to be scaled up to plants in Haryana and Gujarat; the wider green-energy

programme also includes a 10 tonnes-per-day biogas plant at Kharkhoda and 1 MWh of

battery storage.

@565 mPl6vm| LD aMFIWTESTT LMMILD (§RTTEHSHIE0 2_6T6T Y608 ETHE (&)
eNifleu(HlSSLILIHID; LTHS LIgen eTflgsd) HILLEH60 sTCamLTalsy mrblemmsstmid @, 10
LesT 2 ufljeumuy gyemevw|d, 1 MWh Wlestgsev CFLEILILILD L MhIELD.

* Hisashi Takeuchi is Managing Director and CEO of Maruti Suzuki India Limited.
amlgrag CL& & M) &G @bSH W eNBCILLIgesT HFeuUTs @ W18 &b MHMILD

H6EM6VENLD HFEUTS HSSH TS| QU

Static GK Connect

Hydrogen colour codes: green (renewable
electrolysis), blue (fossil fuel with carbon
capture), grey (fossil fuel without capture).

The National Green Hydrogen Mission was
approved by the Union Cabinet in January
2023, with an outlay of Rs 19,744 crore.

Mission target: 5 million metric tonnes of
green hydrogen production capacity per year
by 2030.

Manesar is in Gurugram district, Haryana;
Maruti Suzuki's other plants are at Gurugram
and Kharkhoda (Haryana) and Hansalpur
(Gujarat).

ML TE65T BIM 6L LILIM(H: LIG60L0
(UaILNE55588 WleTLIELIL]), HevD (S&Iflb
iglILL6T FalgW! Lien&Lilger eTflCILIm(m6T),
gmuev (9l @eVevTs LiensLilge
erflQLm(meT).

Cap&W LIF6nL MM TR6T @U16ELD o6vTeuf]
2023-60 DS S SIEMLDEEFTENEUITEV e,
19,744 Camy 628|858 (HL6sT
SIMISSFSESILLLE].

QusESHH 6T @6vsE: 2030-8 6T
24,600T(h) 8 (&) 50 VL&D GIOLIfl& L6sT LIg6mL0
AMLTER6i 2 MLSSS &metr.

rGsora amiflwimestmalesT (& HE FmD
LOTEUL L &6V 2 6T6MG; LOM(HE) & (Fes uNeor LM
SLEMEVEETT (& (HESTTD LMMILD SFESHTLIT

(D WImesTT), ADESTEILLT ((GRTTSH) eI

@ Lmiseflev 2 siTemest.
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11. NIT Srinagar Inaugurates the First Campus Astronomical Observatory
at Any NIT

NIT-&61f16V (LPSHETT(LPEMMWITE 6UETITE 6UMTESIILIEY Y UI6LSHSHNS ClGHTLmIS WG] NIT LThmasT

The National Institute of Technology, Srinagar inaugurated a dedicated campus-based
astronomical observatory on 22 September 2026, becoming the first NIT in India to have
one. It is equipped with a 14-inch Celestron C14 EdgeHD Schmidt-Cassegrain telescope and
was developed with scientific guidance from the Indian Institute of Astrophysics, Bengaluru.

Cap&w O5TH6VHIL LIS &6, LTHHST 22 GlgliLbury 2026 esTm) eusTmas5S GeuGw
SevflLLLL eumesilwey S U1asE5H088 CleTLmI&), @BSHWTalley @)&Hs5emnsW eugHlenwll
CuMM P&6VL NIT Sy6eTgl. 14 SimiGev ClFevevLirmest C14 6rLgoHD vl -&mevbl&semn FeoT
ClaTenevCHTHSILL6T @& SIm&SLILL(H6T6mg)|; 6lLIMISesH(Hel6v 2 66 @\H& W
sumesflwmLIwiev HlMeu6tTS SHl6oT M w6y UL STL(HSHEIL 6T 2 (HEUTSHSLILILL ).

Key Exam Points / Gsjey (pa&&ws &ML &6 [Medium]

* Inaugurated 22 September 2026; the first dedicated campus-based observatory at any
National Institute of Technology in India.
22 QEliLbury 2026 9eTm| G1STLESWD; @HSHWmalley 6rhs (H CaHFlw OHTLHlevHIL LIS
HLPHHB6V|LD H6DIOHS (P&H6V SH6vfILILILL 6U6TTE Y Ul6USLD.

* Main instrument: a 14-inch Celestron C14 EdgeHD aplanatic Schmidt-Cassegrain telescope on
a computerised equatorial mount.
W&EW &medl: sesflesilbwimssliulL HlevbhisCaTL(H STm&uiley ClummSSILLL 14
SIMI&6V GlFevevLmest C14 6T goHD SyL16V6sTITL 198 61VLEIL-& TGl &8 enT6iT & TenevCHTeH ).

* Additional equipment includes planetary and cooled deep-sky cameras, LRGB filters and a
2.5x Barlow lens.
Fa(h &6V &(HeN&6T: GameT MHMILD G 6rflenHLlLLILILL QYLpeUTesT LiehsLILLE &(HellgsT, LRGB
6ULY &L 1986 LOMMILD 2.5x LMFGsur GlevssTsn.

* Developed with scientific guidance from the Indian Institute of Astrophysics (11A), Bengaluru.
GClLIMI& eeTh(HET6L 2 6o @HSIW eumesflmLNwis HlimieustrgSlet (I1A) mlafwiev
UL ST (HSHEVIL 63T 2 (THEUMSSLILILL &)

* Inaugurated by NIT Srinagar Director Prof. Anurag Misra along with University of Kashmir
Registrar Prof. Nasir Igbal.
NIT Libpal @ws @by CuITHfWF HenITms WV, STauB LIsV&Sen6v&H 08 Ligeu s
CurmrA Ry BET @&HLTEL B CUIM(HLEIT @)en6stThS| IS TLMRIS] 606USSTI.

* Purpose: observational astronomy and astrophysics research, student training and public
outreach.
CrraasLd: &evoTasmeoflLiL| eumesfliisy LMMILD eumeslwmLNWeL oy i), mesoreur LIuNmME
LMMILD ClUIMTE|& 6T aSLPILIL|6soTT6Y.
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Static GK Connect

Indian Institute of Astrophysics (lIA) is @nb&Hw eumssilwmLNwev HlimieussteSle (1IA)
headquartered in Bengaluru; its observatories = &H606V6DOWSLD GlLIMKISEETH(TH; S 60T

include Kavalur (Tamil Nadu), Kodaikanal SLUWIUBMBIGET: HeUKITT (SLODBT(H),

(Tamil Nadu), Gauribidanur and Hanle ClamenL&&TerTed (SL1ETH), Clser sy
(Ladakh). LMMILD M TesTG6v (VLITE).

The Indian Astronomical Observatory at Hanle, = 6uLm&&l6tT ammesTGeVUT6L 2 6iT6IT @b

Ladakh, is one of the world's highest eUmeslLIey S u16usLD &Lomy 4,500 BLLT
observatories at about 4,500 m. 2 WSSV, 2 6v&6tT LO1& 2 WITLoITesT

S UI6USMISEIT60 6R65TMIT(G)LD.
The Vainu Bappu Observatory at Kavalur, Tamil =~ SILDBTLI965T &6UVITFI60 2 66T 6m616TD)| LITLIL|
Nadu, houses the 2.34 m Vainu Bappu eGS0 Flwmeileo LleU6lLflw
Telescope, among Asia's largest. LB TemeGHTESS6Il6v epesTmmenT 2.34 LI

emeUety)| LITLIL GlgmenevGmbmsd) 2 sirerg).

AstroSat, launched in 2015, is India's first 2015-6 geuLILILL Y eV CrmamL,
dedicated multi-wavelength space @ bHlwmeilesr (Lp&Hev SesflliulL LV SiensuBerT
observatory. eflevorGl6u6Tf S UIeUSLOM(GLD.

PROMINENT PERSONALITIES / (&)W 2L (6TH6mL0&6iT

12. Mizoram Farmer Z.T. Lalrithangi Named Among FAO's 100 Women
Heroes

FAO-alest 100 GlLetor BT &6 Ll lguwiedlev WGy eNleugmuil @ &L. 9. 60mevIflSHTmig

Z.T. Lalrithangi, a 35-year-old strawberry farmer from Sangau village in Mizoram's Lawngtlai
district, was named on 24 September 2026 among the Food and Agriculture Organization's
100 Women Heroes in Agrifood Systems and Rural Development'. She is one of only two
Indian women in this year's cohort and the first Mizo person to receive the honour.

LICETIFLD LOMIH6VLD 6VTTRISEVITI LOMEUL L LD FhiIGTel SFT&He0SHEF C&IbHs 35 euwig)
evLrmelufl eSleugmuil @ &L .19. sumevIfl&Tmig), 2 6vT6)| LOMMILD GEUETTEBITEMLD Bi6®LOLILI 65T
(FAO) 'GeuermessT-2_655T6Y S{6MLOLIL|G6IT LoMMID SlFmwliym Gobumiigsy 100 Gluessr
BTWSSE6T UL Igwledlev 24 GlgLiL by 2026 Qestm| @LClLMMTF. @b& esor(h LIy w166V
@L6lumHm @ressTCL @b WL ClLstsTaeflev @6l someul; @&0lseTTaugsSmsL GlLmm
(P&6L OICHFIT @)60T8 S 6L (IHLD Q4O

Key Exam Points / Gsjeay (pa&&ws &mILIL&6T [Easy]

* Announced 24 September 2026; award ceremony at the World Food Forum, FAO
Headquarters, Rome, 12-16 October 2026.
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24 QeliLbury 2026 oetTm| HMledLiLy; 69 (Hg) supmELD eflpr Crmdley 2 erer FAO
HEDEVENLDIISHSH 6D 2 608 2 650T6Y L6TMESHIEL 12-16 &HCLTLIF 2026 6sTm) HemLGILIM)LD.

Selected from more than 600 nominations across 131 countries; one of only two Indian
women in the cohort of 100.

131 mr(hsefled(mbal 600-&EWw CumurL uflbgienrsefleS(mba Caie]; 100 Cu Cl&mesorL
UL gwedlev @ L bGlILmm @ reseTCL @m&IwL GlLesoTa6rflsv 62(H6u.

She began strawberry cultivation in 2024 and now grows over 10,000 plants across about two
hectares.

2024-6v sLgmelUf] EMGUIenWS GSTLRISIW @eur, HSHGUTE| &wmy @eser(h 6lamsGLiflev
10,000-8 L CmULL ClFY&Hen6T 6U6TTEHS M.

She diversified into value-added products including strawberry wine, dehydrated strawberries
and candy; revenue rose from about Rs 1.5 lakh in 2024 to over Rs 10 lakh in 2025.
eVLreILf] eeuilesT, 2 6vFHE eVLFTelLIf] MM WILLTW 2 6TerfllL &LIL|&E&Fal (b
LML & (EHE (G eNIfleUenLBSTT; 6uUHeUTUI 2024-60 &M ¢h. 1.5 e0L&5560)(HHEI 2025-60
eh. 10 suLE5HIM(E CLosv 2 WIHSS!.

* The award is linked to the International Year of Women Farmers 2026; she is the first Mizo
person to receive the honour.

@6uail(mg FreuCag Glueser afeugmuilas gievor(h 2026-2 L 6T @emetaraasLiLIL (H6Terg);
@&0seTreuSmSL ClLMM P&V WICEFT @letT&HS 61T @6 .

Static GK Connect

FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization) was FAO (2_650T6y LDMHM)|LD G6UEITTEBETEMLD S{6MLOLILY)

founded on 16 October 1945; headquarters in 16 S&GLTUF 1945-60 HimieuILILL G;

Rome, Italy. H6M6VERLOWISHLD @) &S5 Tedlullest GrmLd.

World Food Day is observed on 16 October, FAO BImieuliLi Leng s (§M1& G0 euenauilev

marking FAQ's founding. 2 608 2 660T6Y H60TLD &GLTUIT 16 esTm)
SIIFfSSLILHSE DG

Mizoram's capital is Aizawl; it became a full O CEFTTSHH 6T H6MEVHSTLD 061V6UTeV; 20

state on 20 February 1987 (53rd Constitutional =~ Lltyeurfl 1987-6v (53-6ug) SiTdFlwevenLloLiLs

Amendment). BHSSLD) (P LOMHlEVLDTEDTS).

2026 has been designated the International 2026-1D 4600T(h) &SI BIT(H &6 &F6MLIWITEY

Year of Women Farmers by the United Nations. =~ &JeuG&& GlLIETT eNEUGFTUNGET Qy600TL I8
SiMleN&SLILL (H6Temg).
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13. Asian Games 2026: Mixed 4x400 m Relay Silver, Seema Kumari Bronze,
Skeet Team Bronzes

S FW elememwimL(hl 2026: sevLiL| 4x400 1. QaTLETTLLSS60 Gleuersr], Fom & WLMl&E,
Gl6U6ETTTEH6VLD, VS 2655118 (6THES (&) (6l6LI6TITE6VLD

India added several medals at the 19th Asian Games in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan. On 24
September 2026 the mixed 4x400 m relay team won silver and Seema Kumari took bronze in
the women's 10,000 m, while on 23 September 2026 both the men's and women's skeet
teams won bronze. India's tally stood at 1 gold, 7 silver and 9 bronze — 17 medals — as of
24 September 2026.

soLiumestlest &Fl-BrGamwmailey HenL Glumib 19-618 &Fw eflenemwm(hi GuTLigserfley
@BEHWIT LIV LSHESHIGMENTS &eN5858]. 24 QFULDUF 2026 o6tTm)| &6vLiL] 4x400 BLL
CarLCrmLL Sy6u0fl GleueTerfluid, &6l 10,000 WLLIfl6v Fiom &Ll Gl6uessTassv (LD
GleustTmestiy; 23 ClFLILLIT 2026 S{65TM)] 4L 6U1 LOMMILD LO&6TTT 61081 f6tafl &6 @\ y6vor (b
GleustaTaeuLd GleustTmest. 24 QlFLILUF 2026 HleveurLitily @bEHWmelesr L s &65Teh(E) 1
HmsD, 7 Cleuster], 9 GlouestTH6VLD — GILMSHSHLD 17 LIGHSHSHMHISET.

Key Exam Points / Csje| (pa&&ws &ML &6 [Medium]

* Venue: 19th Asian Games, Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, 19 September to 4 October 2026.
@L1b: 19-6u8) o Flw eNememwiml(hL CUTLig&6iT, p&Fdl-mrGamwim, soliuimest, 19 GlgLliL by
WP&6L 4 &CLITLIF 2026 6uem.

* Mixed 4x400 m relay silver (24 September): Vishal T.K., M.R. Poovamma, Manu T.S. and Vithya
Ramaraj, clocking 3:14.46; Bahrain took gold in 3:12.87.

&6VLIL| 4x400 1B. QarLCrmiL Gleusiterfl (24 GlFLILLLIT): 69N6%TeL 1g.G8., 6TLD. Q4. LLOULDLOT,
LD6D)| l9.6T6N. LOMMILD e9SWIT Frwgmel, 3:14.46 CHIsSl60; Lameniysr 3:12.87 CHI&HS60
HmIsLD CleusTME|.

* Seema Kumari won bronze in the women's 10,000 m on 24 September — India's first medal in
this event in 16 years.

24 QeliLbur estm) waserfly 10,000 BLLflev Fom g wmifl Gleuessrasuld Gleuestmmy — 16
S svor(hlassrflev @UiLNfleNsv @b WITe6sT (P&HeV LISHSHELD.

* Men's skeet team bronze (23 September): Anantjeet Singh Naruka, Mairaj Ahmed Khan and
Bhavtegh Singh Gill, scoring 346 and winning a shoot-off against Kazakhstan; Qatar took gold
with 353.

SpLeuly VL 26u5fl CleustaTgeVLD (23 ClFLILDLIT): H6tTHSHES FIhl BH(HSIT, ENDTT &G
&ITesT LoMHMILD LIsUCHE FIrhl &l6v, 346 L6TT6I1 & (6THL6IT SHEFHENSHTEN)|E () 6T TS OEDL - coL9160
GCleumm); B&5STT 353 L6iT6rN1 & (ETHL 60T HMISLD.

* Women's skeet team bronze (23 September): Raiza Dhillon, Parinaaz Dhaliwal and
Maheshwari Chauhan, scoring 331; China took gold with 346.
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&6l s 6ol GleustsTaeuld (23 GClFLILLLIT): enF&T Slevsumest, Liflestmsny &edleumsv
MmO C&eve6US] Feyssmest, 331 LeTerflasiT; FeoTm 346 L|6iTorflas (THL 65T HhISLD.

* Anantjeet Singh Naruka and Parinaaz Dhaliwal added a separate mixed team skeet bronze on
24 September — India's first-ever Asian Games medal in that event.
60T &H S Flmi h(HSIT LMHMID Liflestmseny &6dleumsv 24 QFLLDLIT 465TM]| S6VLIL| B655fl 610
LfleNev gevfl GleustsTaeud GleussTmesty — @ LILNFlalev @bSHIWImaN6oT (LPSH6VL &l
eflememwim(hlLI L&H&ELD.

* Vithya Ramaraj is a quarter-miler from Tamil Nadu.
eNGwim Frorme SBIRHTLenLE CFTHE ST60-6mLD6V gL LLILIHSW 657 THISe065T LT,

Static GK Connect

The Asian Games are held every four years S FW eNememwiml(Hi CUTL g &6l
and organised by the Olympic Council of Asia IBTEBTEITEBHT (b &5 (6Th &5 (8 R (H(LPEDD
(OCA). BLSSLIL(HE6TMmET; &l ¢e60lbLNs

&616tTFlev (OCA) rum(h) CQFWIH M.

The first Asian Games were held in New Delhi P&V Y Flw eNemerwiml(h GumiigsssT 1951-
in 1951; India also hosted them in 1982. 60 L5l Slevedlufev BenLGlLmment; 1982-6yiid
@nglur pLESILG.

The 2022 edition was held at Hangzhou, China = 2022 u&lliL Fermaler ammmGemallsy
(postponed to 2023); the 2030 edition is to be  BEOLGILDMEG| (2023-5(5

held in Doha, Qatar. @5HleneussLILLLS|); 2030 UL &&55TIfl6or
GCaxmammalley memL6ILM 2 6T6ITg).

Skeet and trap are shotgun shooting events 6L LDMHMILD 19T Y &luwiemen ISSF-i60

governed by the ISSF. BFeuS &S LILIHILD QKT S60T GILILITSE &

&F([H&60 CUTLIgs6T.

IMPORTANT DAYS / (p&&\w BITL& 61T

14. World Maritime Day 2026 Observed on 24 September
2 608 HLEVET SleoTld 2026 — OlFLILDUIT 24 Si60TM)| HeB)&FIfILIL]

World Maritime Day 2026 was observed on Thursday, 24 September 2026. Instituted by the
International Maritime Organization (IMO), a specialised agency of the United Nations, the
day is marked on the last Thursday of September each year. The theme is 'From Policy to
Practice: Powering Maritime Excellence'.

2 608 HLEVEFM &leoTld 2026, 24 GlFLILDUT 2026 eNWITPSHEILPEMLD {65TM)

SIDIFNSHSLILLLG|. D&HEW BHT(HEsT FenLuilest FMLL enliLmeT FFeuCeHg &HLeVEFT
Sfemiumsv (IMO) BImieuliLil L @\HHT6T, 4660t (HCHTMID GIFLILDLIT LTSS 60T SHevnL &
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eNWIMPSEIPemLD 60 FflEaLILHISIMS]. @)6L6uTesoTiesT & (HLIGILIM(H6IT:
'ClameTem & U960 (HH &) HEDL(PENMEE: SLEVEFTF FIMLIenL @I GSH60' .

Key Exam Points / Gsijea| (pa&ws GmILL&6T [Medium]

* Observed 24 September 2026 (the last Thursday of September).
24 QgliLury 2026 (GlElLbUT LTSESH 6T HenLdl aNUTPSEIPenL) i65TM| SHeB)IFIFILIL.

* Theme: 'From Policy to Practice: Powering Maritime Excellence'.
&(HLUGILM(HET: 'Cl&meTemsuIled) (HH&) HEOL(LPEMNMEE): HLEVEFT FIMLIenL @IS EH5H6V".

* For the first time in IMO history a World Maritime theme runs for two consecutive years,
covering both 2026 and 2027.
IMO euFeuTMHMIEV (LPSHETT(PEMMITE 62(Th 2608 SLEVEFT &(HLGILM(H6T QSTLIHS @) Fesor(h)
60T (HBEHEE — 2026 LOHMID 2027 — B&HSIMG).

* Focus: converting adopted IMO instruments into national implementation through technical
assistance, training and capacity building.
&euerTd: GISMPleVHILL 2 56, LuH& MM Hlmest GCLOWLIML L965T eP6VLD gFM&LILILL IMO
ST RIS EN6T CHFW emailey ClFWEVLI(HSHSHI5H6V.

* The World Maritime Day Parallel Event 2026 is to be held in Busan, Republic of Korea, on
26-27 October 2026.
2 608 HLEVET Sl6vT @leneser Hl&LP6 2026, Gigest Casmiflwmellest Lgmestlev 26-27 &6LTUIT
2026 oyetTm) BEMLGILM 2 6iT6ITS).

* World Maritime Day was first observed in 1978, marking the 20th anniversary of the IMO
Convention's entry into force.
2 608 SHLEVET SlesTid 1978-60 (LPS6IT(PSHE016V Sed)|FflS&LIULLS]; IMO wrBr(h
HEDL (DM () 6UHSHSH60T 20-6Ug] 60T (H) [Hlenmeneus &HMmI& G0 eusnauilev.

Static GK Connect

IMO was established by a convention adopted = IMO 1948-60 gfM&LILILL LOMBITLI960T CLHEVLD

in 1948, which entered into force in 1958; BlimieuiuCLg|; 1958-60 BEDL (LPEMME S

headquarters in London, United Kingdom. BUBSS|; HEMEVENLOWISLD @mIL6VTHE) 60T
6V6BOTL 63T

IMO's key conventions: SOLAS (safety of life at =~ IMO-eSleT (p&&lw IBT(H&6T: SOLAS

sea), MARPOL (marine pollution) and STCW (&L60l6v 2 uly umg|smLiL)), MARPOL (&L6v

(training and certification of seafarers). LomgrLm(h) LHmID STCW (sLGevmigsserflest
LUNME HMILD SFTeTMISHLD).

India is a member of the IMO Council; the @bHWT IMO &6 etTFleSletT 2 m|L1S6oTI;

Directorate General of Shipping is India's &LV CLIME &6UTES] QWIS GBS

maritime administration. QbdHlwimaieor &LEVET [bljeuTe
SIEOWLILIMEGLD.
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India's National Maritime Day is observed on 5 = @mb&Hlwmellest CaFluwl &L60& T Sl6uTld erLiF6ev 5
April. SI6TM)| HeWIFFSSLILIHE DS
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