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ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY / &MhHmI& @060 & Lafuflwey

1. Renewed bauxite mining push in Odisha's Niyamgiri Hills draws Dongria
Kondh opposition

el &FmelleoT HIWMOENf] WensvSH6ISTLIfIL LW LUTSemneFL &Ims (Ppumd - CLrmislwim
Camha| LILPMHIG)LguN6oTy 6T TLIL

On 27 September 2026 reports confirmed that Vedanta has revived its proposal to mine
bauxite in the Niyamgiri hill range of Odisha, after company chairman Anil Agarwal met
Odisha Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi and offered a large investment package for the
State. The Dongria Kondh, a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group who worship the hills as the
abode of Niyam Raja, and the Niyamgiri Suraksha Manch have said they will oppose the
project as they did in 2013, when all twelve affected gram sabhas rejected mining under the
Forest Rights Act, 2006.

27 QeliLbury 2026 estm) Gleuslwmest Q&S &6, splggFmadlest HIWMDEF] LemevSHoISHTLIfl6v
LT&eMEL &MhISHS Sl LEHens CousThsT HlimieueTd WetoT(hlb (LpesThlesT(h &g 6Temens

2 MISIILIHSSH60T. [HMI6U6TTS HEM6V6UIT H6TTl6VL ISTEUTEV, RLYEFT (P&HEVEOLDEEFT GLOMEs 65T
gI76toT LTYlen W& FhHS S| MHleVSSIMEG L ClL(HLD (PSHESL(HS ClsmELienL
(PETTEMEUSSHMSHS CISTLIHE| @& BLHSS!. HIWITLD TSR 6UMT(OLD @)L LOTES SiHS LDEM6VEHEN 6T
eulBlLI(HID, LB1&6LD LIMEILIL|8(&6MEMTM(GHLD LILPMIG)98 (&) (peumst CLrmsflwm Casmba)

@ esT&HS6UTSEHLD, BTSN &FIFaT DEHE HENLILID @SS LEMS TS TLLISTEHS
gamlueiremesty. 2013-@)6v 6uest 2 flenog &L LD, 2006-@\6tT HLp LITSSHELILILL LisoTesflesor(h)
ST FeOLISSTHLD FRISSHS M (G, TH TS 6LITE S 61 &) (THHS60T.

Key Exam Points / Csjey (pa&HWs &ML &6 [Hard]

* Reported on 27 September 2026; the trigger was Vedanta chairman Anil Agarwal's meeting
with Odisha Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi.
27 QeliLury 2026 oetm) Gl Gleusflwmestg); CouSTHST HEm6V6UIT H65fl60 IS TELITED
RUET (PSHEVENLEFT GLOME60T &iT6voT DTN LT FHSHSHHCSH Q&M (58 STT6sorLD.

* The Niyamgiri hill range lies in the Eastern Ghats, across Rayagada and Kalahandi districts of
Odisha.
HWmb&f] emeVSHOSTLT &HlLP& &S C1HTLIEFHF enevssifley, ele&Fmalles FTWgLIT LMHMILD
&6VTAMHE) LOMEULLMhIGEITI6V D enLDHS|6TTETS|.

ATHIYAMAN ACADEMY | 8681859181 | TNPSC Current Affairs - September 27, 2026 | Page 1 of 30



* The hills are home to the Dongria Kondh, a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG), who
venerate the range as the abode of their deity Niyam Raja.
@b Wwenevserfley eump CLImISFlWT Camhal @ 6sTsHe6UT &6y LITSHILIL|8 & 6TeTm(E L0
LILPMI(G198 (P (PVTG); HIWITLD FITEQIT 6T60TM SMhiG6T Cl&Ul6ULD eUM(LPLD @)L DTS LO6D6VEH L
euLflLI(H S MTT&6T.

* Niyamgiri is estimated to hold about 80 million tonnes of bauxite, the feedstock for Vedanta's
Lanjigarh alumina refinery.
Hlwmb&Efluilev &omy 8 Camly LesT Um&engFL @)(HLLSTS LS ULNLLLL(H6Temsl; @&
CousmmhHsTeNesT 6VMERFIST HVIBIESTT 55 SFILIL] M6V TET PLPEVLIGILIT(THEIT.

* In the 2013 Orissa Mining Corporation v. Union of India case the Supreme Court directed that
the gram sabhas decide the question under the Forest Rights Act, 2006; all 12 affected gram
sabhas rejected mining in July-August 2013, an outcome often called India's first
environmental referendum.
2013-@6v eeiflem smwesfim sTFLLCTak6T 6T T @ HEHIW B T& 6ULP& SV, 616tT 2 [flenng FLLLD
2006-@\6tt SLp Mo FenLISGeT (Pigbleu(haes CoustsT(hLb eTest 2 && HEIETMD 2 HHTaIL LS
TO6m6V- &6V 2013-@l6v LTHGHLILLL 12 ST F6mLISEHLD SHIhSSHmMS HFTsIfg s e -
@& @bEHwmeNssT (PSH6L SMHMIFEsLP6V ClLITE|6UTE 618 (HILIL| 6T60TLI LISVTT6V
SImP&HSLILHIE DS

* The new proposal is part of an investment offer of about Rs 1 lakh crore in Odisha, including a
refinery and smelter in Rayagada, expansion at Jharsuguda and downstream aluminium
products, with a claim of about 50,000 direct and indirect jobs.

H&W SILLLD epiggmallsv &M €. 1 eVl &Lb Camig (P&HeSL(H 6ums: &HmISHuNesT (I L&),
FrWsLTeN6V &&HHSIFILIL Y em6V LMMILD 2 (HESTEN6V, WM& EGLT ellifleumssid,

sy lesflwils NestesflemessriiLg SWIMHILILS6T Y&l weneu LMmIEL; swmy 50,000 Grirly
LMMILD WO (LP& GeuemsveumILIL] 2 (ThHeUM(EGLD 6TesTs FamLiL(h& M.

* Krushna Sikaka of the Niyamgiri Suraksha Manch said the project would be protested again;
the Samajwadi Jan Parishad has also opposed it.
BWTDENS] &TFaT LD(EHEF HeOLLILN6IT &) (HewestTT FSTSHT, HILLSSH MG BesoT(HlD eT& L
Claflafl&s (b ereaTMT; FMEReUTs et Lflans b STl Osflel &g sTers).

* Any restart would legally require fresh gram sabha consent under the Forest Rights Act, 2006.
BessT(Hb Gl mLmig Ceuesot(HGlwesflev, euest 2 flemng FLLib 2006-@)eT £1p LSHSHT&HE ST
FeoLl L1560 FLLLILIG SfeuglwLD.

Static GK Connect

Niyamgiri Hills - Eastern Ghats; Rayagada and = BHlwWmb&)If] Demev&sTT - &lp& 55 ClemLfeFs
Kalahandi districts, Odisha. LDEBIEVS6IT; 6l FTENI6TT FITUISLIT LDMHMILD
&H6VITUDHE) LOMELL L MBIG6IT.

Dongria Kondh - a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal =~ GLrmsflum Cambg) - Wsen
Group (PVTG); deity Niyam Raja. LTS LIL| & (&H6TEmT(&HLD LILPBI&leé &L (PVTG);
ClgWieuLd HIWIMLD [Freom.
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Forest Rights Act, 2006 - full name: Scheduled
Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006; gram
sabha is the authority to determine rights.

Bauxite is the chief ore of aluminium; India's
largest bauxite reserves are in Odisha,
followed by Andhra Pradesh and Gujarat.

Lanjigarh (Kalahandi district) - site of the
alumina refinery linked to Niyamgiri bauxite.

PVTG - 75 groups notified in India; 6 in Tamil
Nadu, including the Todas, Kotas, Kurumbas,
Irulas, Paniyans and Kattunayakans.

euest 2 ifleniog &LLLb, 2006 - (LppLl GlLwj:
UL LgUI6V LILPMI(GlguNeotiy ommib L9m
umuflw euesTeumdl &6l (66T 2_Iflem g6l
SIMISSHTILD) FLLLD, 2006; 2 flenn&Heners
STomesil& &0 HSSTFD SIFTD FenLis S
2 66

LT&en &L 2i6V|L016vfl LIS S 60T (PSHESTENLOS SHTEI;
@mbsHlwmeNssr WsLGILFlw LTs&emnaL

@ (HLLS6T euaTailey, Hensds ClSTLIHEI
SUBHETL NFCsHEFLD LOHMID GHRTTE.

VMTEHFIBIT (H6VTAMHE) OMeULLLD) -

Hwmb &S] ursengL(hLesr Cl&mLfLenLw
SIVIBl6TT &S S SIFILIL| 6TV D 6DILDIHS6TEIT
@\LLb.

PVTG - @mb&lwimeiley 75 (& (p&&6T
SiMeN&sLILL(H6TemesT; SLLPHTL 960 6 -
CamLy, CamssT, (& (HULUF, @\ (e, Lessflwiy,
STLHIBTWSS].
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2. Delhi zoo holds 15th Sunday Bird Walk; Wildlife Week 2026 announced
for 2-8 October

GlL6VeS) 2 uNflwev LmisTallsy 15-9u618] (UM LIMene6u HemL; 6Ue6sTa6VMmI(E) 6UMITLD
2026 &56LmUT 2-8 65T HMeSILILY

On Sunday 27 September 2026 the National Zoological Park, New Delhi, held its 15th Sunday
Bird Walk together with the 4th Butterfly and Dragonfly Walk, the second such walk of Big
Butterfly Month. Participants documented 47 bird species, 8 butterfly species, 10 dragonfly
species and 5 damselfly species. The zoo also announced that Wildlife Week 2026 will be
observed from 2 to 8 October 2026 with more than twenty activities and competitions.

27 QeliLbury 2026 ruilmmisSIpento, Lgl Hleusdluilev 2 sirer CaAw 2 uNiflwisy Lmigsm
6018 15-94618| (hTUIm| LIMen6u HenLenWIWL|D, 4- 618 6U6sIT60TSHSILILLESF] LDHMILD
SLLTDLLFF HeoLenww|b LSS WG] @& GlLflw 61e6stTessTsSILILLEE] DTS5 ES) 60T

@ retoTLITeUS| HEML. LUMIGSHMHUTETTEH6T 47 6U6n& LIMEn6USET, 8 6L6ME 61650T600TE G| LILLEFEF &6,
10 6uem& SHLLTDLLEFSH6T oMMILD 5 U0 2andlg HLLTIDLLFFSHen6TL L6 Cl&FUIg6uTIy.
6u6TTE6VMRI(F 6D 2026 HSCLITLIT 2 (LP&H6Y 8 euemiy @)(HLIGHISELD GmULL HleLp&FFl&sr
LMMILD GUITL 198 (ETHL65T S6mL L9858 LILI(HILD 6T6TMILD LRSS T M9S5S 5.

Key Exam Points / Gaijeay (pa&ws &mILIL&6T [Easy]

* Held on Sunday 27 September 2026 at the National Zoological Park (Delhi Zoo), New Delhi.
27 QaliLwury 2026 epruilHmisElpenL, Lg Hleved CaHdlw 2 uNiflwisy Lmisralsy (GlLeved
2 uNflwev LmisT) HeoLblLumma!.

* |t was the 15th Sunday Bird Walk and the 4th Butterfly and Dragonfly Walk of the series.
@&l CarLifletr 15-g4618) (6HTUIM] LIMEm6U HEmL LOMMILD 4- 46118 6U6SIT6TTSH S| LILLEE -
SLLMDLLEFS H6vL.

* Species recorded: 47 bird species with more than 750 individual birds, 8 butterfly species, 10
dragonfly species and 5 damselfly species; 15 participants took part.
u&ley GlewwliLl Leneu: 47 euend LIMeneussit (750-8@Ww CumulL &eofll upeneussiT), 8
6UEM S 6L6TITEsOTSH G| LILLFFIH6T, 10 6uend SLLTDLLEFISH6T, 5 6uensd 2andlg &L LML FF&6IT; 15
Gu uRIGsMmMeETTT.

* Part of Big Butterfly Month, India's largest citizen-led butterfly documentation drive, held
every September; it began in 2017 as Delhi Butterfly Month and went nationwide in 2020.
@& eeuGleumn GlgLiLUIfleY|D HemL6lLMID GlLflw euestTeraTS&ILILLESF] LTSS 60T 62(TH
LGS @8 @bsHlwmeNs WasLGlLFlWw (&LYLD& 86T S6m606MLOUNEVTET 6U6DIT650TS S| LILLE&
SpeuestTLiLI(H&HS560 @ uwiss; 2017-@6v £l6ved) Ue6sITETTSHSILILLES] LTSHLMEHS ClSHTLKIE)
2020-@6v B (P (6ugIDd elifleusnLBSE).

* Led by bird expert Rohit Sharma and butterfly and dragonfly expert Ramver; NZP Director Dr
Sanjeet Kumar addressed participants.

Lmemeu HlLeworj Crmamls FFLom MMILD 6165TEsTSHGILILLEFS - HLLTOLLEFS BlLesory Fmoely
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UL BLSSH60TIT; LLMBIST @IS &HBY LTSLY &6He3S (SO LIkGCasmUTeTi&erfLLD

2 6M WMD) 6oTT.

Wildlife Week 2026 will be observed from 2 to 8 October 2026, with more than twenty

activities, talks and competitions, and free entry for participating students and children under

12.

euesTeNl6VMmI(G UMD 2026 S&EGLTLIT 2 (PSH6V 8 euen T SenLLIgsS&LU(HID; @) (HLSISELWD
GuMULL H&PEFFS6T, 2 emrseT, CUITLLgs6IT; LIkiGCasm @LD LoMesoTeU & EThes W0 12 61WS|8 58
(BHEDMEUTETT (8)LPHEDS S (ETHE (GHLD @)6V6UEF H6D)(LDE).

Registration for the zoo's Sunday Nature Walks is through a form on the NZP website and the

'NZP Sathi' app, with batches capped at about 20-25 people.

L migsmeNlest (hmuilm| @uIMens HeL & (EThe &L LiSley NZP @lenestTgems Sy 2 66l LilgeuLd
MM 'NZP sr&)' Glewed) euflwims; e & wWellev &y 20-25 Guiy L (HIb.

Static GK Connect

National Zoological Park, New Delhi -
established 1959; designated the national zoo
of India in 1982; located near Purana Qila.

Wildlife Week in India - observed every year
from 2 to 8 October; first observed in 1957
after the Indian Board for Wildlife was set up in
1952.

Big Butterfly Month - every September; began
2017 as Delhi Butterfly Month; portals
ifoundbutterflies.org and bigbutterflymonth.in.

Dragonflies and damselflies belong to the
order Odonata and are indicators of clean
freshwater.

National Wildlife Day is observed on 4
September; World Wildlife Day on 3 March.

Tamil Nadu has 5 national parks and 18
wildlife sanctuaries; Guindy National Park,
Chennai, is among the smallest national parks
in India.

CapdAw 2 uNiflwev LmisT, gl Hevedl - 1959-
@60 HimieuiLCLgl; 1982-@\6v @b&wimellesr
CapdAw 2 uNiflwev Lmismeurs
SIMINSESLILILLG); LJTesoT &6V i (HE60
S{6DIDHG 66T

@bEHwmalsv eesTaN6VMI(E) 6UTTLD -
2460T(HCHTMILD S&CLTUT 2 (PSH6L 8 6U6DT;
1952-@\6v @mb&HWw euesTall6vhI(E) 6umiflwib
SIMESLILLLENSS CSTLIHE 1957-@)6v
(PS60T(LPS6016V HemLLIIgSHSLILILLG).

Quflw euetETETITS HILILLESF] LOMTSHLD - §6UGl6UT(T
ClElLbufleyd; 2017-@\6v &lsvel
6U6TOTETOT S G| LILLES) LOMSLOMSHS ClSTLmISIWIS);
@emsmTwgeTmIseT ifoundbutterflies.org
mmIb bigbutterflymonth.in.

SLLTDLLFFSH6IT LDHMILD 26 &,
SLLTDLLFF &6 sGLTEsTTLLIT 6uflemgenw s
CaFIHSHE6L; HITUIEHLOWITEST H6OT6T (T8 & T6sT
SMSTLIgE6T.

GCap&w suetTalevmi(g, HleoTd GlFLILDUIT 4;
2 608 6U6ETTANIEVMI(F, S60TLD LDMTTE 3.

SIPHTLIg60 5 CHFWLI LLBISTEHSET LDMHMILD
18 6u6tTeNl6VMEI(E) SFIT6TOTTEVILIMISET 2_6iT6IT6DT;
ClestTenest &levorly CHAWIL LLBIST
@mbéHlwmeNssr s HMw CaelwiL

LL IS TE&HS6TT60 6065TM)].
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POLITY & GOVERNANCE / oipéflwevenioliL] & o1&

3. Mann Ki Baat 138th episode: Prime Minister urges participation in
Census 2026 self-enumeration

LD60T & LIS 138-4618| H&NES: 0&&6TOISTens:S &6t018 0185 (UL 2026 sw-LSlalley
LmRIGsms NI Ceuesor(hGasmsir

Prime Minister Narendra Modi presented the 138th episode of Mann Ki Baat on Sunday 27
September 2026. He called taking part in Census 2026 a vital national duty, said the data of
more than 32 crore families had already been recorded, and urged citizens to use the self-
enumeration portal se.census.gov.in. Speaking on the eve of the tenth anniversary of the
2016 surgical strikes, he restated India's zero-tolerance policy on terrorism, and also spoke
on the birth centenary of Ashok Singhal, the 1,000 years of the Modhera Sun Temple, wildlife

recovery in Assam and the Poshan Tracker.

Npswi HCrHET Comy 27 GlgliLbuy 2026 (sHTuNMMISESILELD 6T & LIME HlasLpedlulesr
138-g46u8| LGS enW 6ULPRISI6STTT. &&6TOSHTenSES &650T8 618 (HLL 2026-G)6v LIRIGCHMLIG)
(I (PSS WILDTeTT CHFWE SLEMLD 6T60TM| 6L FamlesT; 32 CamgsHGWw GmulL

& HIbLmISE 6T H&6UVE6T FHbl&eTGoU LiSley OlFwwlLLHlellLemss 6sflalsgl,
se.census.gov.in &w-ug6) @)6mertTWSH6m&Hens LI LIW6TLI(H &S LDES&H6en6TE
CaL(hablsmevsrLTy. 2016 H16VENWE &8 (G606 6T LISSHTLD 4600T(H [Hlenme s (&,
(pesT&lenTld GLFAW Si6UT, LIWMISTeUTSHESSH60 @ HHWTallest F&LIL|ESH6sTenLoWw MM
ClameTemasenw Besor(Hb eueSlmIS S 6sTT. SCETS Flmigsmev mITMHmTesoT(h eNPT, GlmrGs T
&fwest Camuiledlest 1,000 i6v0T(h&6IT, HHEFTLOI6L 6L6sTEN6V RIS E6IT LB6sOT(H U (HEUS,
GUITag6sT 9 TTHST Y&l Weneu LMMILD euf GuElsoTTy.

Key Exam Points / Csjey (pa&ws &ML &6 [Medium]

» 138th episode of Mann Ki Baat, broadcast on Sunday 27 September 2026 at 11 a.m.
6T & LMS HspaFFluflest 138-gu6ug| LGS, 27 GleliLbui 2026 (muilhmisH&ILpenLn Sreney
11 wewsfl& (g eeSluFLILITESTS).

* Census 2026: the data of more than 32 crore families has been recorded; the first phase is
nearly complete and is still under way in Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir and
Uttarakhand.

L&HSHETOSH TN S65eTH61SH[HILIL 2026: 32 Gamigs &L GLMUILL (& (HILDUMISEI6T 88616086
u&ley GClawwliLL (heiTemesT; (P&H6L SLLLD SILLSSLL HlenmeuenLbgHleNLg|, VLTS,
@uwrggeull NFCHED, WD(WP-HTOHLTT, 2 &S TTEH6vTL Y &lwiemmley @\6sTen) LD
BHEOLOILIMIS M.

* The self-enumeration portal is se.census.gov.in; the form takes 15 to 20 minutes, needs no
documents to be uploaded, and is available in Hindi and 16 other languages, thatis 17 in all;
more than 2.6 crore people have already self-registered.
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&W-LSH6 @en6ssTI&HeITLD Se.census.gov.in; Ligeugend BIFLiu 15 (pgev 20 HIBILHIS6T Sy, &LWD,
SisuesTRIGem6TL LISCaumme Caemeuuilevensy; @ma) mmib Geum| 16 GlIml&sT, g meug)|
Clorg s 17 Clwmiflseflsy SlenLssling); 2.6 Camigd@w GLMULGCLTT gmbl&eseTCou srwmssL
L6y ClEulg|6TemsoT(y.

* The episode was broadcast on the eve of the tenth anniversary of the 2016 surgical strikes
(carried out on the night of 28-29 September 2016); the Prime Minister also referred to
Balakot and Operation Sindoor.

2016 g16v60lWG HTE G SHv&6M6sT (28-29 GlaLiLbul 2016 @76 BLSSLILLLS]) LSSTLD
24600T(h) IhlemmeY & (8, (P6dThl6uTLd @BIBI&LPESF] eedlLITLILITEsTS); LMeuTGaTL MmMILD
QbUGTa6T ABSTT UOMIWLD KNTSLF GMINCLT].

* Tribute was paid to Ashok Singhal, former international working president of the Vishva Hindu
Parishad, on his birth centenary; he was born in Agra in 1926.
eflerveu amlbg| LiflangS6tT (etTeoTmeT &euCaHs ClFWwsy Hemeveuy HCFTE Flmismedlesr
BITMHMTessT(h) 69PN 6 (HEE) Bi(EhF) ClFSSLILILLGI; Si6uf 1926-@\6v <y sTmallsy
NOHSTY.

* The Prime Minister noted that this year marks 1,000 years of the Modhera Sun Temple in
Gujarat, built in 1025 by Raja Bhimdev | and attacked in the same period as Mahmud of
Ghazni's raid on Somnath in 1026; Modhera became India's first 24x7 solar-powered village, a
'Surya Gram', in 2022.

GHRTTEHS6V 2 66 CITCHTT (& flwett Camuilay|&HE @be evor(h 1,000 y6vor(h &6
HlemmeuenL&lmg) erestLl NTHLWFT GMILNILLIT; @& 1025-@)\60 esterty G 6L |-24,60
sLLOULLE); 1026-@l6v &2l6vf]l (P&HLG| CETLHTHmMSHS STHSIW HCH HTEVEHL LSS 60
@al6b HTEELLLLE]; 2022-@\60 GTCaHTT @BEHIWmallsst (P& 24x7 (&AW WleTemys
&g (‘G Tw SFmb') Y eors|.

Other themes: about 100 amla processing units run by self-help groups in Pratapgarh, Uttar
Pradesh; the Nasha Mukt Yuva Abhiyan, a 100-week campaign; the return of elephants to
Sonai Rupai Wildlife Sanctuary in Assam after encroachment was cleared; the pygmy hog
population rising to over 190 from an initial six animals; and the Poshan Tracker, which now
covers about 9 crore beneficiaries.

N seneulil&6T: 2 55T NFCsHED LNTHTLUSFE &2 5698 (8§ (&&6T HLESIWD &my 100
CIBHELENSSTIL LISLILI(HSSHID H6VE&6T; 100 6UMy BET (PSS W{6UT HLNWITEDT; &S TLILIL
SISBMHOLUILLLNSS C\STLIHS HFTL 6T CFTEm6nT (hHEMLI 6U6BTEN6VEI(E FT6TOTTEVW S SN (S
WITEn6ST&HET S)(HLOLIH6V; CISTLESSSHI60 S m| @)(HHS (& 6T6mLl LiesT seiflest eTesorsnsil&Henss
190-8(& Gev 2 wifey; &WMF 9 Gamiy LiweTmeflaemens Cl&smessTL CLITau6T 9 JTHesIT.

Static GK Connect
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Mann Ki Baat - monthly radio programme on
All India Radio (Akashvani); first broadcast 3
October 2014; airs on the last Sunday of each
month at 11 a.m.

Census 2026 - India's 16th Census and the
first digital Census; reference date 1 March
2027 (1 October 2026 for snow-bound areas);
it will also include caste enumeration.

The Census in India is conducted under the
Census Act, 1948; the first synchronous
Census was in 1881 under Lord Ripon.

Modhera Sun Temple, Mehsana district,
Gujarat - built 1025 CE by Bhimdev | of the
Solanki (Chaulukya) dynasty, on the
Pushpavati river.

Pygmy hog - the world's smallest wild pig;
found only in Assam; conservation breeding at
Manas National Park.

Poshan Tracker - an ICT application of the
Ministry of Women and Child Development for
Anganwadi services under Mission Poshan 2.0.

LD63T & LIS - i&lev @bSHWw eumbleormedlusy
(Y& meIK6UTessf]) LTS HESHTMILD
@eOLTLILIMELD HISWDEFS; (PH6v eedlLrLiL 3
S18&6LTLIY 2014; eeubleum(m LmT& &S 6T
&e0LE (HTUNMMISHSLPenL STeney 11
1065018 (&) geeLIFLILTSI MG

&H&ETOHTMSHE &H6t0T8018(HILIL 2026 -
@bSHlwmals 16-94618)] 865018018 (HILIL
LOMMILD (LP&6L LEl6tT6vfl6V8:88 & 655186l 85 (HILIL;
GMILLs Ca&) 1 wmyg 2027 (ussfl epigwl
UGS &EHsE 1 H&sCLTUT 2026); 5T s
&60T8 618 (HLILLD @6V L MhiI(G)LD.

@b&Hlwmallsy sesTa 018 (HILL, 865518618 (HILILE
FLLID 1948-@\6tT £1p BLEHSLILHISIMEI; (LP&H6V
Gy CBrs sevTa6s[HILL 1881-@)6v flLiLiest
Ty smeug&ev.

QrCsrm @ fwesr Gamuisy, ClamsemesTm
LOTEULLLD, ($HWTTE - CFTevmIS) (Fm(Emsaw)
aULD &S S 60T LIDGH6U I-160 &).19. 1025-@6v
LeiuLImeuss) o mjlest Senruilev sLLLLLLG).

&6iTerrLl Lissth)) - 2 6v&let Bl&g Fpjlw &L (hlL
uesTm); H&mslev L (HIGLW smesoTlLI(HSIMSI;
LomesTen) GHEFIWILT LIS Tel60 LITG|STLIL

@ esTLI6IL(HESLD.

GumagesT WTT&ST - Blawest CLTauesT 2.0-@)\eoT
HLp SmIseEsTeUTlY CF601618(6THESITET L& 6T
LHMILD (HLPHENS EUETTEFF SI60LDE 585 )61
&&H6U60 C&HTLP6LHILLIE CFWwel.
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4. 'Mera Swasthya, Mera Garv' held at over 400 locations under Nasha
Mukt Yuva for Viksit Bharat Abhiyan

aN&& S LIMTSH SLNWUTED)|SHST60T HET (P&HS W euUT Sl LSS 60T &P 400-8(5 L GomurL
@ LmissIfl6v 'CLoFT erueumevg W, GO &ijeu’

On 27 September 2026 the 'Mera Swasthya, Mera Garv' round of activities under the Nasha
Mukt Yuva for Viksit Bharat Abhiyan was held at more than 400 locations across the country,
drawing over 2.5 lakh young people and citizens. The activities were conducted by MY
Bharat, the autonomous body under the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, along with
partner organisations, and combined health check-up camps, expert sessions, meditation for
mental wellness and a public Nasha Mukt Yuva Pledge.

27 QeliLbury 2026 ettTm, N&EF S LIMTTS HLNWUTED)ISSTEST HEFT (P&S W6UT SHLLSSH6r HLp
‘G eveUmenIG W, CLOTT &i6u' HsLp&HF &6 BT(H (P (LpeugIb 400-8@EWw GomuL
@Lmiseflev HemLCILMMEDT; 2.5 VL&F&5HS|8ELD GLMLILL @606 (EhT&HEHLD GlLIMTE|L08 8 (STHLD
LBIGHMMEDTY. @6M6IT(EHIT H6V6IT LOMMILD 6)6METWITL () HEMLDEFFSH 60T L @) Ui (G)LD
&60TEOTITL & SjemLILImesT MY LTS, Fal (h) H6DLOLILISETHLEIT @) 6n6stThg) @\HH&LpEF&ener
BLSSHWG|. HSS UL LI CEFTSHem6sT (PSTDSET, [HIL|650TI LDF6LS6TT, LO6TTHEVEB)| &85 60T
SlWmesTLd LMMILD GILITG| HET (P& WeUT 2 MSI6ILTY L &lwisne @&lev @)L b6ILMMEDT.

Key Exam Points / Gsijea| (p&&Hlwis &mILIL&6IT [Easy]

* Held on 27 September 2026 at more than 400 locations across India.
27 Q&LliLbury 2026 SeTm| @BSIWT (P(6eugib 400-&@GW0 ComurL @)L migerflsy
BHenLCILMHME).

* More than 2.5 lakh young people and citizens took part.
2.5 0LESHHI8 G COHULL @606 (shT& (ETHLD GILITE(L0&E (STHLD LIkIGCHMMETTI.

* The activity brand is 'Mera Swasthya, Mera Garv', meaning 'My Health, My Pride'.
Blasp&FluNest Gluwiy 'Cor stueumsivgw, GOIT &ijeu', Si&HTeug)| 'eTesT HYCTTESIWLLD, 6T6dT
GClL(HEmLD'.

* It forms part of the Nasha Mukt Yuva for Viksit Bharat Abhiyan, a 100-week campaign
launched on 18 September 2026 with a nationwide Rashtriya Sankalp Samaroh.
@& 18 GlgLiLbur 2026 jestTm| BT[H Spew Frenlflu FmigseuL FmCrmEL6sT
GClamLmsULL 100 UMy BET (P&HS W eUT HLNwmesflesT 6(h LGS

* Organised by MY Bharat, together with partner organisations; MY Bharat functions under the
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports.
MY LTS SiemLIL| Sl (h H6MLOLIL&EHLEST @enestThgl UMb ClEwss); MY urys
@\ 6m6IT(EHIT H6VEDT LOMMILD ENEMETWITL(h) HEMLOFFHSHSH 60T HLD @UIKIEGHSIMG).

» Components: health check-up camps, expert-led sessions with health professionals,
meditation sessions for mental wellness, and the taking of the Nasha Mukt Yuva Pledge.
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FoM|&6IT: LO(HSHGI6ULI LIfICFTEH6m6TT (LPSTLDSET, LD(HESI6U [HL|650T[T8 (6THL6IT &60[H |60 T UITL6V
SILDIJ6Y &6, LDEBTIHEVED)|ESTEST SHIWLITEST S{LOJ6YS6TT, ET (P& S W eUT 2 m|HCImfl emLy.

* An earlier round of the same campaign, run through the National Service Scheme on 25

September 2026, covered 167 educational institutions and their adopted villages with over

1.75 lakh participants.

@6y QusssHS 6T (PHensw &nHm|, CaH&Fw Caemeus SILLLD (NSS) suflwims 25 ClElL Ly
2026 ojevTm)| 167 SHevel [HIM|6U6ITRISET LMMILD Si6m6el H5H01&H[HSS S Fmomiserfley
BenLCILUMMG!; 1.75 e0L.85818 @& CLomULCLTY UmiGsMHMEDTI.

Static GK Connect

MY Bharat - Mera Yuva Bharat; an autonomous
body set up on 31 October 2023 under the
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports as a
platform for youth development.

Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan - launched 15
August 2020 by the Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment.

National Service Scheme (NSS) - launched 24
September 1969; motto 'Not Me But You'; NSS
Day is 24 September.

International Day against Drug Abuse and
Illicit Trafficking is observed on 26 June.

Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act, 1985 is the principal anti-drug law
in India; the Narcotics Control Bureau was set
up in 1986.

Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS), set up
in 1972, is among India's largest grassroots
youth organisations.

MY UMy - GLOIT Weur UMys; @)ene6r(shj Hevest
OHMID eSlenerwmL(h SenEFsHSHSHl6m SH1p 31
S1&GLTUT 2023-@)6V Sen&HSLILILL
&60TEOTITL &) SiemDLIL|; @)6m6IT(6HIT
GLUTL(H&& T H6MLD.

BET (PSS LITTE HLNWIT6IT - Fepss 55 LMmmILD
SIS SETTL6MSHH6D ENEFHSHSHTV 15
Q&6 2020-@)6V CleTLMISLILLLE)].

GCa&lw Ceemeus SLLLD (NSS) - 24 GlgLiL by
1969-@)6v CGTLRISLILILLG|; GM&GasmsT
'IBIT6TT {606V, [5'; NSS SlevTid CQlFLILbLIT 24.

FreuGag GCLmenSLICILIMT(HET &6UMTesT
LwesTUm(h) LoMMILD HLSGH6V TS FLIL| BIT6IT
o096t 26 Si60TM| HEOL LN &H&LILIHS MG

GuUTen & LICILIMT(THET LMMILD LOESTHEM6V LTHMILD
GlumpLasir (NDPS) &LL1D, 1985 @b&Hwimailsr
(P& 6oTEnLOWITEsT GLIMTEnSLICILIM(THET 6T FLIL &
gLLLD; GuTensLICLummsT sL(HLUTL(HIL WNifley
(NCB) 1986-0)60 H6DOSESHLILILLE).

1972-@)6v Hemw&H&LILLL CH(H Wjeu CabHT
grs g6t (NYKS) @nélwmailest WlaslGlumlw
S9LDL L @606 (6T SHeMLOLIL| 61TV 6esTm)I.

DEFENCE & NATIONAL / ungismuy & Gaflwib

5. Exercise Tarang Shakti 2026 enters operational phase at Jodhpur; theme

'Power in Partnership'’

CoomgLiflev &yl 658 2026 LuNHE ulest CFwmHUTL(hé SLLLD GISHTLEELD;
&(HLCILIMH6T 'UmyLesTFagl L6y LisuLD'
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The Indian Air Force began the operational phase of Exercise Tarang Shakti 2026 at Air Force
Station Jodhpur, Rajasthan, on 27 September 2026, a day after the exercise was inaugurated
on 26 September. This is the second edition of India's largest multilateral air exercise, the
first having been held in 2024. Seven friendly foreign countries are flying aircraft in the
exercise and 32 more are taking part as observers. The exercise runs until 12 October 2026
and is themed 'Power in Partnership'. The United States F-35 Lightning Il is appearing in an

Indian exercise for the first time.

TTeR6en&mesT ComsLLT 69METLILIENLS &6SE60 Sl &) 2026 LiuNmeFuesr
QewPUTL(Hs SLLEHMS @HSH W aflwmeriiuenL 27 CQElLbul 2026 i6tTm| G\STLRISIWG);
26 QaliLbUl HeTm| LWNHE OGS TLRISeneUSSLILLLESNE H(HSHS HT6T @\ BLHSS.
@mbaHlwmalsst WlasLl6luflw LevsTLiL eumestL LuNHEFuNest @ FeserLmeug LISILIL @&1; (PSH6V
LS 2024-@)6L HenL6ILMM&I. (LD BLL| BT (H&6T 691LDM60THIS (6THL 60T LikIG&s M & 65T 60T;
Gyl 32 BT(H&6ET LIMTEn6UWITETT&HETTEHES &H60HSI6l&meTelssTment. LuHE 12 os5CLmuiy
2026 eusmy e L6ILMI|LD; SHLICILIMTHET 'UrFLestyadllilev Leub'. H6lwflessmealles F-35
em6VL6sfImi || @NmesTLD 6(H @BSWILT LILNMEFIUT6L (Lp&H6L (PemmwmsLl LiIkiICamEIMS).

Key Exam Points / Gsijey (p&&Hlws &ML &6 [Medium]

* Exercise inaugurated on 26 September 2026; operational phase began 27 September 2026;
the exercise runs to 12 October 2026.
LuNM& 26 Gl Ul 2026 eTm| OSHTLMmISleneusSSILLLG]; ClFwmuri(Hlsé S 27
GlElILbuf 2026-@)6L OsTLMISWG); LD 12 H&sCLTUF 2026 eueni HenL6ILIMILD.

* Venue: Air Force Station Jodhpur, Rajasthan. Host: Indian Air Force. Theme: 'Power in
Partnership'.
@\L1b: preengmest CmSLLT e9MesTLLINLS S6TLD. BHLSSHILUT: @HHIW eSlomesTLiLenL.
&(HUGILM(HET: 'UMTLeTIadk LI N6v LevLD'.

* Second edition of Tarang Shakti; the first multinational edition was held in 2024 at Sulur
(Tamil Nadu) and Jodhpur.
&Il F&&Hlullest @ resoTLmeug| LISILL; (p&H6ev LevCaHE LIS 2024-@)6v @V (SLOIDHT(H)
wOHMID CrsLLI6L HemLCILMME.

* Seven friendly foreign countries are participating with aircraft: Australia, the United States,
the United Arab Emirates, France, Germany, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh.
(D BLL| BT(H&6IT 691LoMesT RIS (6THL 65T LIkiCasmeslesTment: e dCreSlwim, HCIwfl&eEssT, s dhw
SITY HBysD, KNFTesTen, Glrestl, @eumiens, aumisCsHELD.

» 32 further countries are taking part as observers, taking total participation to about 40
countries.
GLoay|Lb 32 BT(H&6ET LIMFen6UWmeTI&HemTasL LhiGasm&lsTment; Clomgg LikiGamL gwimy 40
BT (H&6T.
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* Foreign aircraft types include the F-35 Lightning Il, Rafale, F-16, A400M, MRTT, C-130 and
C-130J, and the KC-30A tanker; this is the F-35's first appearance in an exercise in India.
GleuefIBTL(h) e9mesT 6uen&S&6T: F-35 smevLlesfimi II, FooGLiev, F-16, A40OM, MRTT, C-130
MM C-130), KC-30A erflelummer Bl eSlwmestd; @b&lwimallsy o Lulm&luilsy F-35

LRIGsMLIG| @)&IG6 (L&Y (Lpemm.

* Alongside flying, the exercise includes professional seminars, industrial tours, heritage visits,

a marathon and yoga sessions.

LM&GL LWHE UL L6T, CSTLH6L(PNME & (HSHSHTMI(GE6T, LIS THIMETENEVLI LILICTITRISET,

urFLUfWE &MHmILILILESTRISET, TF&HST6T LMMILD GUITST B LOFE & (ETHLD

@LbELM|HlesTmEDT.

Static GK Connect

Tarang Shakti - the Indian Air Force's largest
multilateral air exercise; first edition 2024
(Phase 1 at Sulur, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu;
Phase 2 at Jodhpur).

Indian Air Force - raised 8 October 1932; Air
Force Day is 8 October; motto 'Nabhah
Sparsham Diptam' (Touch the Sky with Glory).

South Western Air Command, with
headquarters at Gandhinagar, Gujarat, covers
Jodhpur.

Other major IAF exercises: Cope India (with
the USA), Garuda (France), Desert Flag (UAE),

Pitch Black (Australia), Eastern Bridge (Oman).

F-35 Lightning Il - a fifth-generation stealth
multirole fighter made by Lockheed Martin
(USA).

The Rafale is made by Dassault Aviation of
France; India's Rafale squadrons are based at
Ambala and Hasimara.

STm F&55) - @bHSW e9lomesTLILIenLuIl6st
el uflw LsugriL eumsstl LUNMHE; (PSHev
L& 2024 (SLLWD 1 GTT, CamubLSHTT,
SIPHT(H); SLLLD 2 CRTSHLLT).

@nbsHlw afwmesriuenL - 8 9&GLmuy 1932-
@60 2 (HeUMSSLILILLG); mesTLILIEnL &60TLD
S1&CLTUT 8; (§M&CETSIT 'Hlico 6ULIFEFLD
Slgb' (ClL(mHemLU|L 65T 6UTen6sTs G\Sm(h).

SMHEHBET (GRTTSH) H6neVenLoULDT&HE
Q& mesoTL Glg6TGLOM (& eumesTL LisnL LI fled 6o

&1 CoMsLLT eU(hHSMS).

Yo wpa&lw IAF Lum&ser: Caml @maHlwim
(21Cwfl&&T), s@HLT (NFTesTen), ClLaFL
colN6mmas (UAE), NL& LNemmas (e Credlwim),
FerVLFesT LNIfILgD (spLo6dT).

F-35 enevLlesflmi Il - 96w fl&EsTalsT sumsanL

LOMTLIg6sT SWTHSHS BHSTD H65M6V(P6NM
6VGIL6VE LisvLIWIesT GUIT eNLDmesTLD.

TooGLI6L eLOMesTLD LN TetTEl68T LEFTeVL

g Cweaxsst sWMfILiL; @b wmallest FooGLIsy
LemLLIL9fl6 &6iT SLDLITEVIT DM M|LD
amrglmymallsv Hlemev6l s mevor(heTemsoT.
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6. INS Sahyadri and INS Kulish conclude 23rd ADMM-Plus maritime
security activity at Subic Bay

&8 aliflgLmallsv 23-gu615] ADMM-LN6Ten &LV LTGISTLIL| Hl&LDen6l Hlenmey
GlFWwg INS gmamwmsifl oMb INS &eda%

Indian Naval Ships Sahyadri and Kulish concluded their participation in the 23rd ADMM-Plus
Experts' Working Group on Maritime Security Joint Cooperation Activity on 27 September
2026. The activity was held at the Naval Operating Base, Subic Bay, Philippines, from 21 to
27 September 2026, hosted by the Philippine Navy and co-chaired by Japan, with ASEAN and
Plus-country navies taking part. It comprised a harbour phase of expert exchanges and a sea
phase of maritime domain awareness, interdiction, replenishment and search-and-rescue
drills.

@B WE SLMHLENLE SLILEVSETTeT FTAMWTSF] LMHMIWD &6eSl6%, 23-618] ADMM-Leren
SLEVET LIMGISTLIL| BILj6vori) Liessil&s & wellett sal(h) & gempLiL] H&peallsy HLg)
LmIGsmenu 27 GlELLbUY 2026 eTm] Hlenme Cl&FwigHeoT. @ bHl&sLe 60l 16nLIesTer0)65T
&98 aNiflgLT sLOULE QFwWDHUTL(HS Semsslev 21 (p&Hsv 27 GlELiL by 2026 eusniy
BEmLGILMMG!; LNeSlLIemLIsTeN SLMLEHL BLESH WG|, QLILITET @)60650Te H6M6V6ML0 JMHMEI;
SLFWmesT LMMILD LN6mery BT(H&6r6T &LMLEMLS6T LkIGaHMHMEDT. [H1L650T &(H&HGIL
LIflmHMEISEn6TS Cl&MesoTL HlemM(LP&HS HLLLD, SLVEFTT aPlLiLesoriey, &[HILIL
BLOUIYEHENS, HL6016V HITLILIEH6V, CHL6V MmMILD LB LIUNMHEFSHem6rs Cl&meseTL &HL6V &L LLD
6T60T @\ T600T(h) &LLMISET @) (HHS60T.

Key Exam Points / Gsjey (p&&Hlws @&MILIL 6T [Hard]

* Concluded on 27 September 2026; the activity ran from 21 to 27 September 2026.
27 Q&LliLbuy 2026 9yeTm| HlemmeuenL s S!; Hl&pe 21 (p&Hev 27 Q&L 2026 eusniy
BHenLCILMHME).

* Venue: Naval Operating Base, Subic Bay, Philippines. Host: the Philippines. Co-chair: Japan.
@L: NeSllenuesteny, &L98 eNFlGLT SLOUDLE GlEwmMUTL(H& 6. BLSSILI6UT:
L1601 LI6mLIGTTEN). @)6016T0TE &6M6V6RILD: SOLILITEDT.

* Indian ships: INS Sahyadri, an indigenous Shivalik-class stealth frigate, and INS Kulish, a Kora-
class missile corvette.
@b&HWs sLILI6VS6T: INS FmTamwmsgifl - 2 6THTLg60 SLLLULLL Fleumedls eusns s6IL6VE
CurissLILeY; INS (8§606i% - CEHTTT 6UMS 6761 SHen6ssT F1MICLITTHSLILI6V.

* |t was the 23rd Experts' Working Group on Maritime Security Joint Cooperation Activity under
the ADMM-Plus framework.
ADMM-196méMv &L LemLoL1Slest &L BemL6ILIMM 23- eS| SLEVEFTT LUTGHISTLIL| HIL|6voTy
LewfleEw sal () @sgimpuy Hlsbe) Gs).

* Harbour phase (21-22 September): subject-matter expert exchanges, discussions linked to
the ASEAN Navy Chiefs' meeting, a senior enlisted leadership seminar, marine environmental
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protection sessions and community engagement in Zambales.

HOMWP&HS &LLLD (21-22 QlFliLbur): BlLessT) &HSSHIL LFIomHMLD, Y FulmeT SLDLENLS
HEDEVEUTHET Fal LD GISTLITLITEST &H6VIHGI6DTWITLEVEET, eSS 65T &6m606DL0E S| 61
&(HSSTMI(E), HLEV(EsLPV LITHISTLIL| L6 86T, DLITGeveriley &FepssL LikiGasmL.

* Sea phase drills: maritime domain awareness, intelligence-surveillance-reconnaissance,

maritime interdiction operations, replenishment at sea, visit-board-search-and-seizure, search

and rescue, and cross-deck helicopter landings; Indian personnel cross-visited Japan's JS Ise

and Australia's HMAS Perth.

&L6V &L LU LWNME&6IT: SLVEFTT eTLHILILI6TITT6Y, 2_61T6L-5600T8 T6TofILIL|- 2y, U16Y|, HLEVEITI

&(HILIL BLEUY&HDSHSH6T, HL6016V 6TflCILIM(HET BIFLILS6V, SLILI6V M)l G&mT&Henest LbMHM)|LD
em&LILMMeY, GHL6L MM BLL|, OOMENSTLILI (8MI&(8)-S6ITD SHeMFUNMhI(&HSH60;
soliumesflest JS @G& wmHmID Y ev&HlGreSlwmailest HMAS GlLITS &LILI60E ETHE(E @\HSIW

edyyassT Lflmmm a9 wib 6l&WwISe6sTI.

* The deployment was framed under India's Act East Policy and the MAHASAGAR vision.
@mbsL LwessTd @bSHlwimelest ' &Ll FrelVl' Glsmsitens MM MAHASAGAR

Cl5TeneVCHITE ST S SH6MHSHG.

Static GK Connect

ADMM-Plus - ASEAN Defence Ministers'
Meeting Plus; established 2010 in Hanoi; ten
ASEAN members plus eight partners - India,
China, Japan, South Korea, Australia, New
Zealand, Russia and the United States.

ASEAN - founded 8 August 1967 by the
Bangkok Declaration; secretariat in Jakarta;
ten members.

INS Sahyadri - third Shivalik-class (Project 17)
stealth frigate; built at Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders, Mumbai; commissioned 2012.

MAHASAGAR - Mutual and Holistic
Advancement for Security and Growth Across
Regions; announced 2025, succeeding the
SAGAR vision of 2015.

Act East Policy - announced in 2014, an
upgrade of the Look East Policy of 1991-92.

ADMM-L161T61V - 4 FNWIT6DT LIMEISTLIL]
SIMDFFTSH6T Fal LD LT6mery; 2010-@)6v
amGeTmuilev 2 (HEUTSHSLILLLG|; LSS
SpFWmesT 2 ML BT(Hl&6T MMILD 6TL (H)

Lk Ter] BT(H&6T - @HESWIT, F60TT, SOLILIT6OT,
Qg 60T Glamflwim, QuendGredwm,
BWLLFeOTHSI, TORWIT, HHEIDIf&ET.

SFWITeDT - 8 Y &6V 1967-@)6V LIMHISTS
NJ&LeTSHS M6V HlMIeULILILL &); O1FW6eV&SLD
D&EMTHSTAN; LS| 2 MILIL] BT(H&6T.

INS gmanwirsif] - Fleumedls eusnsuilesr (S LLD
17) epstrmmeugy 606IL6LE CUITTESLILI6Y;
(LPLOEDILI LDEFSITETT SLILIGV &L (HLD H6T&HSH60
sLLUULLE|; 2012-@)6v Caemeuuilev
QeverTHS S

MAHASAGAR - NJmh&HWMISET (L (LD6USILD
LTGISTLIL| MMILD 6U6T &S &S M60T LIFeVLIT,
(P (pEemLWITesT (PesTGesTmMLD; 2025-@6v
SiMafsslULLgl; 2015-@er SAGAR
CamenevGmHTsSlet ClGTLTEs.

SUBL VL Gl&meTenss - 2014-@)6v
SiMlaN&sLILLLEl; 1991-92-@)\60T 6018 FevL
Clamsirensulest GLODLI(HSSLILILL eUIgeLD.
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Subic Bay, on the island of Luzon, Philippines, NeSlienListTerS\60T suITEFTEsT Haflev 2 66T &L &
faces the South China Sea. aNflGLIT ClgetT F6v1ss HLem6V GBTES
S|6BD[HG|6ITETG|.

ECONOMY & INTERNATIONAL / GQlUm(memmsmyL & &Fjeubs&id

7. Finance Minister visits Qatar for the 11th Annual Meeting of the AlIB
Board of Governors in Doha

Comammallsy AllB oy BT (& el 11-24618| U evT(he Fal LSS METs

BHSHWENDEFT SSHSTI LILIESITLD

On 27 September 2026 it was announced that Union Minister for Finance and Corporate
Affairs Nirmala Sitharaman would be on an official visit to Qatar from 27 to 29 September
2026, leading a Ministry of Finance delegation. The central engagement is the 11th Annual
Meeting of the Board of Governors of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank in Doha,
whose Board of Governors session is on 28 September 2026. India is the second-largest

shareholder of the AlIB and the Finance Minister is India's Governor to the Bank.

27 QeliLbury 2026 estml, seesTMIW (KIS MMILD HimIeuesT 6916USTTRISET HEDLOEEFT
BIFLOEVT ESMITLO60T 27 (P&H6V 29 GlEFLILDLIT 2026 6Uen T HSSM(HE(E) T8 (PEMMLI LILIETITLD
Clasv &M 6T6T HMNSELILILLG; [H1S) SHENDEFHE (8)(LD6L (S H6UT H6M6V6DL0
SThIGSHIDTT. Carammailey HenLolLmib Y Flw 2 6TsLLenLiL] (PSS (h eurdlullesr
QbEBHISET & (p6Sl6tT 11-94eG] U601 (Hl& Fal LD (PS6Tenlo Bl&L06; ShEBBIE6T (9
Siwrey 28 Gl bul 2026 eTm| HenLelumISIMmE. AllB-@l6v @ bSHlwim @\yevermeug Gluiflws
LIBIGSTT; U S TeT @b WITell6oT o4 (6ThBITS HSWenESFT GlgwevL(Hi& M.

Key Exam Points / Csjey (pa&&ws &ML &6 [Medium]

* Announced 27 September 2026; the visit runs from 27 to 29 September 2026 to Doha, Qatar.
27 QaliLbuy 2026 SyesTm| HMIeN&sLILLLS|; LwesTd 27 (p&Hev 29 ClFLL by 2026 eusniy
&S5 CHTADTE|5(S.

* Principal engagement: the 11th Annual Meeting of the Board of Governors of the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB), held in Doha on 28-29 September 2026, with the Board
of Governors session on 28 September.

(WP&6TENLD H&LD6: LFIW 2 6TaLLenLIL (PSS (H euraid) (AlIB) oy EhBIS6T (& Wellsor 11-
QUS| U60T(H& Fal LLD; CHmammaiey 28-29 GleliLbUT 2026; S EHBISHET (& (0 HLj6ey 28
Q&L buIy.

* Theme of the 11th Annual Meeting: "Tomorrow's Infrastructure: Impact and Innovation'.
11-946u8) 26007 (H& Fal LS 6T &(HLGCILIM(HET: 'HTEM6TW 2 6T&HLLeMOLIL: &HTESHLD LMHM|LD
LSS T&ELD".
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* India is the second-largest shareholder of the AlIB, after China; the Union Finance Minister is

India's Governor on the Board of Governors.

FeuTmey &8 3i(h &g AllB-@6v @mbHwim @ gesorLmeugs) Gluflw UnIGHSTTT; &L (6THBTSH6T
& (Wwelev @ B&lWmallest Q EHBY ¢esTMIW HSHWEnLESFT.

* Bilateral meetings planned with the AlIB President and with counterparts from Jordan,

Switzerland, Algeria, Saudi Arabia and Nepal.

AlIB gemeveuly MM GO ML, &L FFeomhgl, HevgBiflwim, &6 dh HCrNwm, CrumsTD
S EW Brhasrler HISWenLESF T8 EHL6T @ (HSTLILIF FhSHILIL|G6T SHILLLOILLILIL (hsiTemest.

* The Finance Minister is also to meet Qatar's government leadership and Qatari business

leaders and investors.

BHHBMT TGS HENEVENLD LDHMID HHSHTT ST 6V (PenesTCoUTT, (LP&HESLLTETTEHEn6IT WD

B WenEFT FHS &S M.
Static GK Connect

AlIB - Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank;
proposed 2013, began operations 16 January
2016; headquarters Beijing, China.

AlIB membership has grown to over 110
approved members; India is the second-
largest shareholder and also the largest
borrower.

AlIB's first President was Jin Liqun; the Bank's
stated focus is sustainable infrastructure in
Asia and beyond.

Other multilateral development banks: World
Bank (1944, Washington DC), Asian
Development Bank (1966, Manila), New
Development Bank (2015, Shanghai, of the
BRICS group).

Qatar - capital Doha; currency Qatari Riyal; a
member of the Gulf Cooperation Council and
OPEC-exit country since 2019; a major LNG
supplier to India.

India-Qatar trade is dominated by LNG; Qatar
hosted the FIFA World Cup in 2022.

AlIB - oy flwi 2 6TsL LemliL (PSHeSL(h) eumis);
2013-@\6v (esrelwmluiuliLgl, 16 gesreurf]
2016-@\6v GlFweLLITLEDLS GISTLRISIWG];
H6MEVEDLOWISHLD Feormallest LTedImi.

AlIB 2_mjLi196oTiy erevorevnfl&Hens 110-8 (LD
GLoev 2 WITTHGI6Tesl; @ HSIWIT @\ F6soTL eS|
Cuflw urkIEGSTTT LOHMIWD WISLGCILIFlw SLesT
CumId BIT(H).

AlIB-@\6tT (Lp&H6v SHemeveuly edlesTt 65)(8)60T;
SLFWIT MHMILD SHMSHE ST6evoTIYW Hl6D6VEHS
2 6TaLLemLIGL eurkigluilest FamuiulL
G6L6TTLD.

9 LeVSTLUIL 6usTIEFF eUMIL S6T: 2 608
eummi&) (1944, euradimiLest DC), oydlw
eueT&d) eumigh (1966, essflevr), LiSHlw
euemj&dl eumi) (2015, apmrismil, Kifl&en
S6MLOLILY).

&SHHT - HEOVHST CHTOAMIT; [HITETITLILD
&HSMIf FlLT6L; 6UDET(GHLIT 5SHI6DLPLIL|S
&8 2 miUileTy; 2019 160 OPEC-@6v
@6vemey; @BAWITESE (P& W LNG
SULOMIS BT

@BHWT-SS5STT 6Uewtl&HSHH 60 LNG
(p&esTenWImestgl; 2022 FIFA 2 60858
Carlenuenw 55T BLSS WIS
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8. NMDC commissions Rs 5,427 crore iron ore project with 135 km slurry
pipeline in Bastar

Lenamiflev 135 &.16. seveneus GHWTUSSILLESIL6T ¢h.5,427 Camy @\(HLOYS ST
SLLEmEF GlFwesvL(hsHsw NMDC

On 27 September 2026 NMDC Limited commissioned an integrated iron ore project worth Rs
5,427 crore in Bastar, Chhattisgarh. The project comprises a 2 million tonne per annum
pellet plant at Nagarnar, a 15 million tonne per annum slurry pipeline and a 135 km pipeline
running from Bacheli to Nagarnar. The pipeline passes through 61 villages in Bastar and
Dantewada districts and carries iron ore fines and slimes from the Bailadila deposits, cutting
the need for road transport.

27 QeliLbury 2026 oiestm NMDC 65616, &586M&1) MBl6VLD LISV TIflev ¢,.5,427 Gasmig
LOSILIL|6TEIT 6@(HaI&SlemettTbS @) (HLOLS STH| HILLEHenHEF ClFwevUTL (h& (88
Cl&messT(heubS S| BSTHTFIEV 46v0T(h& (&) 20 VLFLD L63T SHM60T Gl TETITL 2 (IHETITERL U656V,
24600T(h) & (&) 150 6VL&LD L 68T HM6sT Cl&HT6vsTL H6Vensusds GLmil, LiEFCFe0uNed (Hb&! HE BT
eusmy 135 &.16. (Griiiumeng y&lweneu @ &6V SHLMIGLW. @HSHE GLTWILILTENS LISNVSTT
LOMID SHEHEUTLIT LOTeULLHIG6M 6T 61 SlFTmIs6T eublumss ClFeu&SImg)|; 6nLIGVTIgEVT
Lilg6&61l6d (hh&I @(HLOLS STHIS &ISH6THN6TW D Glsvediw &Lfleysenemuyb 6r(h &g &
ClEFsveUSTEL FTeneVLl CLIMS G UTSSIS CHem6U (GEmMEIMS.

Key Exam Points / Gsjey (pa&&ws &ML &6 [Medium]

» Commissioned on 27 September 2026 in Bastar, Chhattisgarh; total investment Rs 5,427
crore.
27 QeliLuy 2026 o6tTm| FHSH6VST LISNVSTIFl6L CQlFWwsuLITL (& (&) eubsa; CIrss P&eS(h
€p.5,427 Gamig.

* Components: a 2 MTPA pellet plant at Nagarnar, a 15 MTPA slurry pipeline, and a 135 km
pipeline from Bacheli to Nagarnar.
FoM)|&6IT: HSBTHTFIE0 4600T(H &5 (8) 2 LO6LEOIWLIEET L6TT 2 (TH6TITEML. Y66V, 4,600T(H&(E 15
L516L6SIWI6ET L63T SHeveneuds LM, LFCFeSWNe0) (HHg) BSTHTT eueny 135 &.L6.
GLRTULILTENS.

* The pipeline traverses 61 villages in Bastar and Dantewada districts.
GLTULLTENS LISVSTT LMMILD SHCSHEUTLIT MU L Mgl 61 &SlTTomIS6T eublwmss
ClE6L&IM G|

* Feedstock is iron ore fines and slimes from the Bailadila deposits, which are converted into
pellets instead of being treated as waste.
ELPEVLIGILIM(TH6IT 6MLIGVITIQ6VIT Lilg6)|&6TTl6sT @) (HLOLIS STEIS &ISH6TEH6T DMHMID GILosvedlw
&L016&61T; @leneu &Ll6UTsE & (HSHLILILTLOE) 2 (Th6BsTenL&6ITTE LTMMLILI(H &) 65Tm6oT.
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* The pellet plant uses Straight Grate Induration technology.

2 (H6soTEmL Yem6V 'L CITUIIL HICTL @) 6toTIg U CTaN6dT Gl TLHIEVHIL LISHenL

LweTUHSHSHISEMSI.

* NMDC Chairman and Managing Director Amitava Mukherjee oversaw first production and

called it a red-letter day for the company.

NMDC gemeveuiy LommILd HIFeurs @IS &BT HLSTeUT (P&FT) (PSH6L 2 MHLISSH WS
SHEVTHTEsl HSTT; @) &I HMI6UTSS M 2(H FIMLIL| BT6T T6sTMTI.

* NMDC's long-term target is 100 million tonnes of iron ore capacity; slurry transport reduces

road haulage, dust and emissions.

NMDC-@)6tT [5650TL 8TV @16085(& 100 L5l6LEON 6T L63T @)(HLOLS ST SHM6IT; HEVEn6Ls (GHLPMUIL
CuUTEGUTHG FTenev FIs G LI CUTESEUTSHS, HTE LOHMID 2 HLPen6US GNMESMEI.

Static GK Connect

NMDC Limited - National Mineral Development
Corporation; set up 1958; a Navratna CPSE
under the Ministry of Steel; headquarters
Hyderabad; India's largest iron ore producer.

Bailadila hills, Dantewada district,
Chhattisgarh - among India's richest iron ore
deposits, with high-grade haematite.

Nagarnar, near Jagdalpur in Bastar district, is
the site of NMDC's integrated steel plant.

Iron ore pellets are made from fines and are
used as a feed for blast furnaces and direct
reduced iron plants.

India's major iron ore States: Odisha,
Chhattisgarh, Karnataka, Jharkhand and Goa.

Tamil Nadu's iron ore is chiefly in Salem
district (Kanjamalai) and Tiruvannamalai
district.

NMDC eSBIGILL - Ga&lwig sesflo Gobuml(hs
&LP&LD; 1958-@)6V SENESELILILLG); 6Too(d)
SMDFFSH G H)6T HLP HEUTSHEUTIT LSS
CQUTEISHIENM HIMIEUESTLD; H6M6VEDLOWISHLD
AMSTTUTS; @bHwmelleor Bl&LiGlLifluw
Q®LYS 5TEI 2 HUSSEWTerT.

EBILIGVITIQ6VIT LOEM6VE6TT, HHESHEUTLIT LOMEULLLD,
F&HHNST - @QbSHIWTeN 6T 6l & (LpemLDWImesT
QLS B Ligeserley etTnl; 2 Wiy
SITLOTETT ANILOMEDLL 2 6iT6ITG)|.

LISNVSITI LOMEULLLD $0886VLLT (HE& 2 66
B&FHTFle0 NMDC-@\65T 62(THMhI&H6m65THE 6Too (S,
QLETIGV D EBLD[HG|6TTEITS .

QBLOUS STH| 2 (HESTEOLEST STHIS
&186m&611160|(HH&I &WTf&8LILI(H&esTmenT;
GleugliL] 2 em6v&6T LMD CHITigs FHeNMLIL
@\ (HLDL| SLEMEVE (6THE (8, CPEVLICILIM(HETTELI
LiwiedTL (h &l esTm 60T

@pglwumeiler &L QBLLUS TS
LOMB6VMRIGET: RUET, F&HHOVSIT, HFIHTLSLD,
eomy&evorL, GameurT.

SODHTLI6T QBOUS STHI (PHETEMOWITS
G&6uLd LOMEULL LD (&(EHFLDEDISV) LDMHM)|LD
&)(TH6LI6TITETOTITLOEDIEV LOMEUL L G516V 2_6iT6Tg).
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9. India finishes 10th at WorldSkills Shanghai 2026 with 6 silver medals
and 20 Medals for Excellence

GoursuLeu&l6v60 OHMRISGTII 2026-@)60 6 GleusTerfll LI&&&SMmIGS6T, 20 FlMLiLL
LI&E&MISETHL6ST @bHSHIWT 10-94618] @)L LD

India finished 10th overall at the 48th WorldSkills Competition held in Shanghai, China, from
22 to 27 September 2026, winning 6 silver medals and 20 Medals for Excellence. This is
India's best placing yet, improving on 13th at Lyon in 2024, where the country won 4 bronze
medals and 12 Medals for Excellence. India sent its largest-ever contingent of 70 competitors
across 63 skills, including 11 skills in which the country was competing for the first time.

Feormal6T apmmIsTuIlev 22 (p&6L 27 QFLLDU 2026 suen(y HemLGILMM 48-246158)]
Geurev_ervgslevsny GUITLigufley @mbSH WM 6 CleusiTerllL LIS &HSMmIG6T MM 20 FLLL
L&H&8MmISEHL6T 2L (HOTEsLme 10-9618| @D NigsH 58], 2024-@6v 601Gwimssflsv 13-
SLeUg| @LD Clumm| 4 CleustaTaeVLI LISESSMISET MM 12 UL UgHESmIGSene6T
GleustTmeng GCwL(HSEH), @& @bHwmalsT @ glsuenruievmst HmbE @LLOmEL0. 63
Slmetraseiflev 70 GUTLIgWITETT&Hen6TS GlamesoTL @ glausnruilsveurs WBlaLGILIflw (&) peneu
@bHwm emLINwg); @&ev 11 Simesrserflev BT[H (P& (pemmwimasl CUTLigurLg|.

Key Exam Points / Gaijeay (pa&ws &mILIL&6T [Easy]

* 48th WorldSkills Competition, Shanghai, China, 22 to 27 September 2026; result announced
27 September 2026.
48-294618| GeursuLenglsveny GUITL Ly, F6OTT ORMRISTI, 22 P&V 27 QFULDUF 2026; (Wige| 27
GlaLiLbuy 2026 eTm| SMleN &L LS.

* India finished 10th overall with 6 silver medals and 20 Medals for Excellence.
@BHWT 6 CleusiTerflll LIg&HSMISET MHMID 20 FMLILL LUSHESMISEHLET L (H6LT&HSLmE 10-
SL6UG| @ILLD.

* Previous edition: Lyon, France, 2024 - India placed 13th with 4 bronze medals and 12 Medals
for Excellence.
WPhensW LSIIL: LNFmesteny 60GWwimest, 2024 - @BAHWIT 4 GleusssTeHeVLI LIGEH S MmISET, 12
UL USESMISETHLET 13-34615| @ILLD.

* Silver medallists: Smriti Nambiar (Bakery), Mohammed Salam (Dental Prosthetics), Kovid Ajay
Gangrade (Digital Interactive Media Design), Parth Vohra (Industrial Design Technology),
Mehrunissa Begum (Logistics and Freight Forwarding) and Saniya Joshi (Retail Sales).
Gleusterfll LI &&LD GleuesTmeUTassT: snudl(HE BLLNWTT (CL&SIf), (PS&HLG| FeVTLD (LI6V
Clewmens 2 ML), Camalsd Ml HmsTEL (19l 6v 2arL M(HID 26T & euigeuenLoLIL), UTFS
Geurrym (Q&TLlsugIemm buigaUsmLOLILE GIGTH6VHILLID), GammeslFm CLaLD (SHemeumLLb
LMMILD FJ& (G HBILILH6V), Fmesflwim Gomad) (Flevevenm allHLienesT).

* Smriti Nambiar also won India's '‘Best of Nation' award, given to the country's highest-scoring
competitor.
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BITLIg65T 48 HLIGILEsT Glumm CUITLIgWImeT(H&E euprisLLhlb @balwimelssr 'GClueuLl

Shooll GHO%6ST' 69)(HEMSHW|LD 61VLS)(HE) HLOLNWITT Cl6UesTMITI.

* India's contingent was its largest ever - 70 competitors across 63 skills, including 11 debut

skills; over 1,400 competitors from about 70 countries took part.
63 Slmetraerfley 70 GUTLIgWITeTF&6IT - @bH&lwimellest @g|euenruilevmsst LWl&LIGILIFIW (& wW;
@&lev 11 Hmearaserflev (P&Hev (pemmwmssLl LmGsmL; &y 70 Br(Haerfled) (mnbg) 1,400-8@ELW0

Gumul L CUTLIgWImeTF&e6T Lk GCammenT.

* India's participation is coordinated by the National Skill Development Corporation under the

Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship; Minister of State (Independent Charge)

Jayant Chaudhary congratulated the team.

&lmest Cowumh) LOHMID GIHTLHIEV(LPEn6ITEY HEDLFFHSHSH 60T HLP 2 6T CaHFlws &Hlmest
Guwumi (s sLpsb (NSDC) @bélwmelsr LkCamHenL 6(HHEISn6emTSESEMEI; @)6n 60T
Siem&FET (Hesfll QurmILiL]) Qwibg &6 SISl Sjesilemnwils LITFTLIg6sTTIT.

Static GK Connect

WorldSkills Competition - held once in two
years; often called the 'Skills Olympics'; the
first was held in 1950 in Spain.

WorldSkills International has its secretariat in
Amsterdam, the Netherlands; India has been a
member since 2007.

Medal for Excellence - awarded to competitors
who score above a set international
benchmark, in addition to the gold, silver and
bronze medals.

Previous editions: Kazan 2019 (Russia), Special
Edition 2022, Lyon 2024 (France), Shanghai
2026 (China).

India's skill ecosystem: Ministry of Skill
Development and Entrepreneurship created in
2014; NSDC set up 2009; flagship scheme
PMKVY.

World Youth Skills Day is observed on 15 July;
India Skills is the national-level competition
that selects the WorldSkills team.

GeursvLervghlsvsiy CLIML Ly - @\yevorLmesoT(h & (&)
QR(HPEOD HEOLOUMIEMS]; 'SHmesT edlbLNs'
eTESTMILD SeOPSHSLILIMHSIMSI; (PpSH6L GUTLig
1950-@\6v 6106ILIUY6sfl6L HEMLOILIMMS).

GeurFsuLerv&lsven @)eTLTCHe%6uTen
SIMLOLILN6IT GlFWEVSLD GBS FELTTHS 65T
SQLIDENVLTLTLS6L 2 6Temg); @b&Slwim 2007
(P&6VL 2 M|LILN6DTT.

oyl usssd (Medal for Excellence) -
HmsLD, Gleuesrfl, Cleustaraeuld &6y,
BTl S&LILULL FTeuCas oema|CamenIs S
GLo6v L&LIGILIsTIT GlLIMILD
GUITLIgUITEITTT 85 (6TH & (&) eULMISLILI(HSIMG).

WPHemSW LISILIL&6T: s&mest 2019 (Fagwim),
oyl ugliy 2022, eNGuimest 2024
(Ngmesteny), eummigmil 2026 (Feorm).

@nbEHlwimaler Hmest emLdLiL): &Hlmest
Guum(® woHmID C&TLlev(LpenesTay
S|eOWEFSHLD 2014-@\60 2 (HEUMSSLILILLS);
NSDC 2009-@)6V Sen&SELILILLG);
(PS6TENLS S LLD PMKVY.

2 608 @\6M6IT(EHIT HMEIT HIT6T LWOem6v 15
i60TM)| HeOL LNy &H&LILIHS MG
GeuysuLsnu&lsvsn yesflenws Ca e Cl&uiw|wb
GCap&lw oemas GUITLLy '@b&HIWIT srudlsvsi'.
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TAMIL NADU SPECIAL / 101pmr(H) Hmriy

10. Tamil Nadu holds statewide palmyra seed planting day; one crore palm
seeds targeted

SLOPBTL g6V LOMHleVD H(ellw LienssT ellend HL6Y BIT6T; 6(F C&Tiy LisnesT 631608861
BevsE

Tamil Nadu observed a statewide mass palmyra seed planting day on 27 September 2026,
which was also World Rivers Day. The drive is part of a campaign to plant one crore palmyra
seeds across the State to strengthen waterbody bunds, check soil and coastal erosion and
recharge groundwater. The campaign was launched on 24 September 2026, NSS Day, at
Walajabad in Kancheepuram district by the Minister for Rural Development and Panchayat
Raj and Water Resources, N. Anand. It covers 37 districts, all except the Nilgiris, and is
tracked through the 'Udhavi' mobile application.

27 QaliLbuy 2026 66TM) - 2608 H,M|SH6T HT6TEVID - HLOPHT(H (P(LPEUSID LsnesT 696ms
BL6Y BIT6T &6 NigSESLILLLG). BIHen6VsE &6mnTaHen6rT 6UsV|LILI(H&HE, LD6BoT LOMMILD &SLME&HE T
Sfllenus &bH&s, Hlevssly Hen T GLDLI(H &S LOMHIEVLD (LP(LPEUSID ¢(F Gy Liem6sT
aflengseneT HHID @UISEHESHSH 6T 6(H LGS @& @Hs @ussd 24 ClFlLbuf 2026 SisTm) -
NSS Bmerflev - SMEh&ILTLD LOMEULLLD EUTEVTRTLTSHSI6D, 26TT8 6UETIEFF LDMHMILD SeTFTLe,
BITEUET Y SHTTE HIENM HEDLEFEF BIT. QL6TTHS SEUTSHETTEV O1STLRISLILILLG. [560&If]
56755 37 LTULLRISEN6T @& 2 6TemL&SWG|; '2 56 ensl1Gualg ClFwed sublunss
&600T&Mesol &S LIL(HSI MG

Key Exam Points / Gsjey (pwa&&\ws (&ML &6 [Easy]

» Statewide mass planting day held on 27 September 2026, which is also observed as World
Rivers Day.
27 QeliLury 2026 o4esTm) WMH6VLD &N [BL6Y [BIT6IT; HBIBITET 2 608 M6 BHTEITEHEL LD
&enLy&&LUGHISI DS

» Target: one crore, that is 10 million, palmyra seeds planted across Tamil Nadu.
@085 HOIPHT(H (LP(PEUSID 6(F CaMy, SSHTeuG| 1 CaTly LIem6sT 616n&HE6iT HL6Y.

* The campaign was launched on 24 September 2026, NSS Day, at Walajabad panchayat union,

Kancheepuram district, by the Minister for Rural Development and Panchayat Raj and Water
Resources, N. Anand.
24 QLU 2026 9yestm| - NSS Bmerflev - ST(EhEILFLD DTEULLLD 6UTEVTERMLITS 2enymLe
RETMIWSHH6V, 26178 6UTTFS LMMILD 2enFTL ), [BFEU6T Y HTTE HIENM HEDLOFEF] [HIT.
SUSTTHS QUWESHSH05HS ClSTLMIS 6T

» Coverage: 37 districts, that is all districts except the Nilgiris; about one lakh National Service

Scheme student volunteers took part, and palm seed banks were set up in 100 colleges.
urLliy: 5ev&lifl N oenesTeH g 37 LOMEULLMIGET; &M 6(F VL&D CaFlw CFeneud Sl
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LomesoTeu ] O1&meveTLf&6T LiImGammentry; 100 sevanmiflserfley Lismest 696ms oummi& &6l

S|6DLDGHSLILILL6DT.

Implementing agencies include the Department of Environment, Climate Change and Forests,

the Green Tamil Nadu Mission, the Tamil Nadu Volunteers Organisation and the district

administrations.

ClFWELLI(HSSID HEMLILSET: &HMHMIFEHLP60, STEVHlen6V LTMMLD LLMM|LD EUETSHSHIENM,
L&enLS SOPHT(H QWwsSEWD, SWILPHT(H C\STESTTLT SieMLoLIL| LMHMILD LDTeULL HF6UTESHISET.

Each volunteer was asked to plant at least ten palmyra seeds near water bodies, lakes,

ponds, tanks, streams, river and canal banks and coastal areas.

e6UGl6UM(TF G\&TeBoTL (THLD BT IH606VEET, JIfl&6IT, (&6ITMRISHEIT, SHETOTLOMLIGEIT, EREMLS6T, QM)
LOMILD eUTISEHTE06T HEnT&6IT, HLELTTL LGS &6 (HCS (GHMMHSHSH| LSS LIen6wT
eNleng&6iT L GeuetoT(hlLD 6TesT8 GaLLILILL6TTI.

Planting is geo-referenced through the '‘Udhavi' mobile application, which records location,

seed count and volunteer details; about 2.44 crore palmyra seeds planted in Tamil Nadu over

the past two years have been geo-referenced on it.

BLEY '2 561" 0sLIGLHAF ClFwed) euflums @ILLD, 69l6n eTesoTensl 15608, 6% mevoTLIf
eNeurraigs epL6tT LieN & @mILiL udley QFwliLbhlEm); sLbHS @) evor(hssrflev
SLOIPHTLIg6L BLULILL &My 2.44 Gamig LienesT 696m &6 @)&hlev LigeumelwsiTement.

Campaign motto: 'One Seed - A Greener Future for a Generation'. Rationale: the palmyra's

deep roots hold soil, improve water infiltration and support palm-product livelihoods.
Qs HM&CHTET: ' 69608 - 6(IH HEMEV(PEOMEELI LIS6NLD 6THJSHTEVLD' . SITF6s0TLD:
LienesTul6T 4 LoLomesT GouTas6TT esoTemetarL! LT g& ) emeuselesTment, B 2 o1& 588606V
GoU(HSSIE6TMEDT, LIen6sTLI GILIM(HET 6UMLDEUTSHT TS M (G, 2 &61|H6sTm6oT.

Static GK Connect

Palmyra palm (Borassus flabellifer), panai in
Tamil, is the State Tree of Tamil Nadu; the

tender fruit is nungu.

Tamil Nadu has 38 districts; the Nilgiris, being
a high-altitude district, is unsuitable for
palmyra and was excluded.

Green Tamil Nadu Mission - launched 2020-21
with a target of raising the State's green cover
to 33 per cent.

World Rivers Day is observed on the fourth
Sunday of September every year; it began in
2005, inspired by Mark Angelo of Canada.

Lement IO (Borassus flabellifer) sLlpmmLigesr
LOMTB16V LOITLD; @)6ITLD LILPLD [RIMGI(S).

SDBTL 1960 38 LDMEULLBISET 2_6T6ITeoT;

2 _WITLOIMEDT LD6B6VLI Li(&H &) LomeULLLomest (56081l
LIEn60TE (& LI CILIM(HSSHLOMMS 6T6ITLIS TV
aNeVSSHLILILLG).

L&enLs SIDHT[H @uisSs - 2020-21-@)6v
QarLmIsUULLE]; T 6VSS 6T LIg6enLL
LurLlienu 33 F&56S5L0MS 2 WFHSI6UG] @)6V5S.

2 608 ,M|&6T BT6T 24 660T(HESHMM)LD
QFLILLOUIT LOTHSHSH60T HTETSHTEUS]
BTUIMHMISSIPenL SHenLigsalinbhSms;
&6uTLITe\60T LOMTIT& 6] (6h&FGsvmedleor

25855 5M6v 2005-@)6V Gl TLRIE WS
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National Service Scheme (NSS) Day is 24 GCaélw Gaemeus SLL (NSS) mBTeT gL bury

September; NSS was launched in 1969, the 24; &TSHOT STHSUN6ST HITMHMTessT (h)

birth centenary year of Mahatma Gandhi. QU6B0TL 60T 1969-@)6v NSS GG TLmISLILILL ).
Palmyra products from Tamil Nadu include SLOLPHTLI965T LIem6sTLI GILIM(HL&6IT: S(HLILILLY,
karupatti (palm jaggery), padhaneer (palm LSBT, BIMIE) MHMILD LIEDETT 6260608

sap), nungu and palm-leaf handicrafts; Tamil m&696n6sTLl GILIM(KHLE6T; SLOLPHTL 1960

Nadu has a Palm Products Development Liem6sTL) GlLIM(BL&6T GLobLImL (b eumifluid
Board. 2 6iT6g).

PROMINENT PERSONALITIES / (&)W 2L (6TH6mL0&6iT

11. India wins seven medals on Day 8 of the Asian Games 2026; Sarvesh
Kushare ends a 56-year high jump wait

A Flw eflememwim(h) 2026-@)6tT 8- 6115 BT6IT6L @ HHWITE|EHS) 6 (LD LISHSHSHMISHET; 56
21,600T(H) 2 WITLD &T6evoT(H &6V HTHS(HLIEOL (Pl9sHs FTGeUad &akmGrr

India won seven medals, four silver and three bronze, on 27 September 2026, Day 8 of the
20th Asian Games at Aichi-Nagoya, Japan. Sarvesh Kushare took silver in the men's high
jump with 2.25 m, ending India's 56-year wait for a medal in the event. Ancy Sojan won
silver in the women's long jump, Anahat Singh and Abhay Singh took silver in the squash
singles, and Tejaswin Shankar, Parul Chaudhary and Harita Bhadra won bronze. India's tally
reached 37 medals, 4 gold, 16 silver and 17 bronze, placing it 12th.

soliumestlest e &&F-BGaHTWITaTlen HenL GlLMID 20-g618| U Fw eflenerwim(hi GuTigserflest
8-oy6ug| Bremmest 27 GlELIL LT 2026 esTm| @ BT 6](L LUSHEHSMmISHENET - [HT6oT(E) Cleusiterf],
epesTm)| Cleu6taTEH6ULD - GleuesTm&|. FTCeUaH (HaRTCT QY evsTeH6T 2 WL &Tevor(hgedlsv 2.25

LB L (pL60T GleueiTerfl QleuesTm, @ BBl @ BSHlwmallest 56 oy 660T(H &HT&HS) (HLIEOLI
WPYSST. 60Tl Gameest &6y [Hemb Smevor(h&e0l6v GleusiTerfl, 61 (& 6uTa%k sememmuwlly
iflelev QyesTTOMS Fmi MM Lt Fkl GleueiTsrl GleuesTm6nT; C&HZR6MEN6IT FMRISIT, LIM(HEV
QlFsrsf], amiflsm LSTT GCleustTaeud GleustTmesTy. @ MBS WITellesT CT&HSHLI LigHsELD 37
46T - 4 ML, 16 Gleusiterfl, 17 Gleustsraeud; 12-94618) @)L LD.

Key Exam Points / Csijeay (pa&ws &ML &6 [Medium]

* Day 8 of the 20th Asian Games, 27 September 2026, at Aichi-Nagoya, Japan; India won 7
medals on the day - 4 silver and 3 bronze.
20-g6u8| Flw eflenerwimi(hl GurLigsserflest 8- g BTeT, 27 GlgLiury 2026, goLiLImesT
o &F-HCHTWIT; JeTm| @BSHIWT 7 LSHSEMISET - 4 Gleussrfl, 3 Gleusssraseuld - CleusiTME!.

* Sarvesh Kushare - silver, men's high jump, 2.25 m; he lost gold on countback to Fu Chao-
hsuan of Chinese Taipei, who cleared the same height. It is India's first Asian Games men's
high jump medal in 56 years and only the third ever, after Ajit Singh's gold in 1954 and Bhim
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Singh's gold in 1966 and bronze in 1970.
FrGeuas &HaxmGr - Gleusiterfl, oy evTEH6IT 2 WITLD HesoT(h&Hev, 2.25 1F; HCH 2 WrsHemsHs
&ITesoTIg Ll &F6vT 6mSHCLIUINEIT col| FTCEUT-G6UTEn)|8(8) 6T TITEsT &6160TLCLISHI6L SHMhisH S0,
@LBSTT. 56 Y evoT(H&(EhHE G LNM(E W Fw eNenemwimi(h QL6086 2 WIFLD &mevor(hg60160
@bEHwmaNsT (PSH6L LIS&ESELD; 1954-@l6v 3edls Flmi Hmisd, 1966-@l6v 1S Flml HmiswD, 1970-
@60 Gl6ueETTTE6VLD QL& WIELMM|E G LNM(& EPSTMTEUS] LIGEH S L (HGLD.

* Ancy Sojan - silver, women's long jump, 6.53 m, two centimetres behind China's Huang
Yingying.
61l Camenest - Gleuserfl, a6l e &Hmessr(h&6v, 6.53 16; Ferrmailest ameeumm
uriniens eflL @ resor(h) C\FeTiglBl LI LN6TSH M6t

* Tejaswin Shankar - bronze, men's decathlon, 7,934 points.
Capmen6965T FRIGIT - GCleUTIT&HEVLD, U 600TE6T ClL&&T&HevmssT, 7,934 LsiTerflser.

e Parul Chaudhary - bronze, women's 3000 m steeplechase, 9:08.67, a personal best and
reported as a national record.
LIM(H6L Gl&emsIf] - Gleuestrassuld, &erfly 3000 LS evelifNeTGaeiv, 9:08.67; sesll&flmbs CHTL,
Ca & FTHEDETWITEELD LISHI6UTETS).

* Harita Bhadra - bronze, women's 200 m, 23.20 seconds; gold went to Shanti Pereira of
Singapore in 22.78 s.
amifl&T USTT - Cleuestra6uLd, W&6rfly 200 LB, 23.20 6SlesTmig&6iT; FlmissLiLLflesT aumbhe)
GGy 22.78 ellesTmig&6rflév HhigD CleussTMTI.

* Squash: Anahat Singh took silver in the women's singles and Abhay Singh silver in the men's
singles, both losing to Malaysian opponents - Sivasangari Subramaniam and Ng Eain Yow
respectively.

610 (&6UITEL%:: 6T S FlMmi &6 T sememmWIfley, LI Flmhi oy 65eTSH6T seMemnmwiiflev Gleussfl
GleussTmeoTTy; @) (H6U(HLD LGeVEFIW 65T Fa6fILLD - Fleugmissifl gLirwessflwd LMHMIWD mi FufesT
Gwir - CamHMeEDTI.

* India's cumulative tally at the end of Day 8: 37 medals - 4 gold, 16 silver, 17 bronze - ranked
12th; India's athletics haul reached 13 medals, 6 silver and 7 bronze.
8- 6ug| BIT6T @MmIHuN6L @mbSHwmallest ClTEHSL LGSHSWD: 37 - 4 S, 16 GleuerTerfl, 17
GleustaTaHEVLD - 12-31615| @ILLD; SL&EMSSH60 @ HSHlwmallesr LgHSHsWD 13 i eo1g| - 6 Cleusitearfl, 7
Gl6U6BITHEVLD.

Static GK Connect

20th Asian Games - Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, 19 20-g6u5| U Flw eNenerwiml(h CUTLig&s6rT -
September to 4 October 2026; about 11,000 eoL1LmesT gR& -GS TWIT, 19 GlFILLDUIT (LPSH6V
athletes from 45 NOCs plus an Asian Refugee = 4 24&6LTLT 2026; 45 CaFlw ¢edlbLNE
Team; 43 sports and 469 events. &L\ 1 &6rMl6S)(hrbg) &riomy 11,000 efiyieseit
LMMILD YPFW &S &6 y6v0fl; 43
eflenemwiml(h&ei, 469 Hl&Lpe&6iT.
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Opening ceremony held 19 September 2026
at Paloma Mizuho Stadium, Nagoya, declared
open by Emperor Naruhito; concept ‘Harmonic
Heart Beat'; India's flagbearers were Pawan
Sehrawat and Manu Bhaker.

The Asian Games are governed by the
Olympic Council of Asia (OCA), formed 1982;
the first Asian Games were held in New Delhi
in 1951.

India has hosted the Asian Games twice, both
in New Delhi - 1951 and 1982.

Decathlon consists of 10 track and field events
over two days; the steeplechase is a 3000 m
race with 28 barriers and 7 water jumps.

Squash made its Asian Games debut in 1998
at Bangkok; Tamil Nadu players Joshna
Chinappa and Velavan Senthilkumar are
among India's leading squash names.

CamLes el 19 GlglLbuy 2026 SieTm)
BCasmWT LGemLT B&FEAMT HTmIS6L;
Currey BHADILCLT G5 TLRISeneUSSTH;
&(HSSI(H 'anmyGomesils ammil 19"
@bSHlwmelesr C\&mly &TmhIg&6IT LieussT
Gaymeus LMMILD LOEY)| LIMESI.

S FW aflememwimi(h GuTLigsenem 1982-@)6v
2 (meumest Y &Flwl 6e0lbL9E 6 etTeFlev (OCA)
BlFeudHl s ma; (PHeL eFw aflememwim(hlL
GurmrliggseiT 1951-@6L L& Slevedludlev.

@bHWT @\ emm W eSlememuimL(HlLI
GuUTLg&Hen6T BLSSIL6TENS] - @ T6toT(HILD L&
Hlsuedlufev, 1951 ommiib 1982.

CIL&sTSHeVMesT @)\(H BTL&6ITI6L 10 HLG6IT
5&LP6Y&H6em6ITE Gl&MesTLGI; evlelilNeTCa6en
6TEOTLIS| 28 &H6BL&6IT oMM 7 578

BITeLOTL 60866 Gl&mesoTL. 3000 L5 oL LID.

610(G6UMeI% 1998-@\6L LIMMISTEHSH6) Y &Flul
aflenemwmliged SIM(PSLOTETTSI; SLOLPHTL(H
edyyaE6T CemeinesTT &FlesT6oTLILIT LDMHM)LD
Geueveuest QIFHSH6V(GLOMT @b wimedlsor
(petTEBTETHT] 61V (G 6UTe%: 65 TTE6T60 DL hI(EH6UIT.
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12. Lalit Kala Akademi announces 20 awards at the 65th National
Exhibition of Art

65- 615 CaHFIWLS Hen6vs SHesoTaTLFIU6L 20 69(HGIHM6T HM6NEHS 606018 &6evT
SISTLLI

On 27 September 2026 the Lalit Kala Akademi announced 20 Lalit Kala Akademi Awards at
the 65th National Exhibition of Art. The Akademi received 6,175 artworks from 2,495 artists
across 27 States and Union Territories. A first-level jury shortlisted 270 works for display and
a second-level jury selected the 20 award winners. The works span painting, sculpture,
printmaking, drawing and mixed media, in media ranging from terracotta, marble, welded

copper and ceramic to acrylic, oil, watercolour and etching.

27 QeliLbury 2026 etTm) 606018 &6VIT &ML, 65-Y G| CHFWS Henevs SeseTHMLE Ull6D
20 6v6015 &6V &ML 69 (HGIHen6T HMNSHHSI. 27 LOTHIEVMRISST LMHMILD Wl 6esflwissT
NyCaamigssed(hbgl 2,495 &6mev(shT&erflest 6,175 &Hen6VLl LIGHLLIL|SEN6T SSTLLS]
CQUOMGI. (PH6V Hlenev HHl6UT (&L 270 LEOLLIL&H06TE STLEF & EHS CHIHOSHSSHS!;

@ revoTLITLD [Blemev B(hleul &L 20 el CleustTmeuTeHensTs CHT6e ClFUISS]. LIemLLIL|S6T
geelWib, FIMLILD, SFFHSHN6V, CHTLGLTaNWILD LMHMILD H6V6n6eL 2ETL LD 2 &lWiamenm

2 6TemL &I Wem6l; G (hLosvor, LIk, LUDMeneusHs ClFLDL], LDLLITETTLLD (P&H6V 3i8If160s,
6T650T Gl 630T U 61160T6BOTLD, [H76LI6BOT630TLD LOMMLD 6TLFEFIMBI 6U6MITUIN6VITETT 26185 MhiS 6160
S|6BID[HSH6M6L.

Key Exam Points / Gsjeay (pa&ws &mILIL&6T [Easy]

* Announced on 27 September 2026 by the Lalit Kala Akademi, under the Ministry of Culture.
27 QaliLbuy 2026 2460Tm)| LISITLITL (h) 6D FFHSHSH60T SHLD @IWIMKIELD 606018 &6VIT
SISTLLBIWITEL HMleNS&LILILLE].

e 20 Lalit Kala Akademi Awards announced at the 65th National Exhibition of Art (NEA).
65-4615| CoHFWE 561608 HevoTHTLEFIUN6L 20 606018 HEVIT HSETLLS 6 (HGI&H6T
SiMI6& & LILILL6DT.

* 6,175 artworks were received from 2,495 artists across 27 States and Union Territories.
27 wrblevrmiseT HmID wlesflwest INFCsamisetled) (bl 2,495 senev(ehissiflet 6,175
LemLLIL|&6T GlumLiLi L 6oT.

* A first-level jury shortlisted 270 works for display; a second-level jury chose the 20 award
winners.

(PS6V Hlemev HHI6UT (& STLESHE, 270 uenLLiL&enens CaTHoSHSS5S!; @ FetorLmd hlenev
Bhleur & W 20 eN(mal GCleussTmeufeHeneTs CHiTey ClFLISHS).

» Categories covered: painting, sculpture, printmaking, drawing and mixed media.

Lifleysseir: spaflwid, FlHLILD, SF&&HSHm6V, CaHTLCLTONWILD LMMILD H6V6N6LU DETL SLD.
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* Awardees named include Chandra Shekhar Sain for the sculpture 'My Entire World - I', Gopal

Chandra Naskar for the painting 'The Tune of The Srimad Bhagavad Gita', Pankaj Kumar

Sharma in drawing and Pritam Madhukar Deuskar in printmaking.

eN(ma) Glummeurserfley 'emw etestLwy Geumyevl - I' FiHuSH METS FHH T CF&HT engsir, 'S
L9 UL6OT Y coll &) LTHLOS LISH6US Hend' eSS M&ETs Camumey FHST MV,

Cam CLmaNwgHSHlev LM (G &FFLOM, HE&HHS60UI6L NFHLD gsT CoHevaT o &HCWwmy

SiLMhIG6UT.

* The National Exhibition of Art is one of India's most prestigious annual exhibitions of

contemporary visual art.

Cap&Ws H6m6vs HettTa TS @ bHlWwmallsr Wse b EHILILLO&E 600T(HESHTMILD HenL6ILIMILD
FLO&TEV HTLEFS 5651608 HevoTsHTLF&H61 160 6RetTm).

Static GK Connect

Lalit Kala Akademi - the National Academy of
Art; established 5 August 1954; headquarters
Rabindra Bhavan, New Delhi; functions under
the Ministry of Culture.

The three national akademis set up in
1953-54: Sangeet Natak Akademi (1953,
music, dance and drama), Sahitya Akademi
(1954, literature) and Lalit Kala Akademi
(1954, visual arts).

The National Exhibition of Art is the Lalit Kala
Akademi's flagship annual all-India art
exhibition.

The Akademi also confers the Fellowship of the
Lalit Kala Akademi, its highest honour.

Other Ministry of Culture bodies: National
Gallery of Modern Art, Indira Gandhi National
Centre for the Arts, Centre for Cultural
Resources and Training.

Tamil Nadu's Government College of Fine Arts,
Chennai, founded in 1850, is among India's
oldest art schools.

606918 &6VIT ST - CHEFI WIS &H6em6v
SI&TLL); 5 gu&6el 1954-@)60 HimieuliLlLg);
H6M6VEnLOWISLD TelhH T LieuesT, LGl &l6vedl;
LI6BsTUITL (h) SI6MLDEFEH S S 6T LD
QurGEDSI.

1953-54-@\6v &S LILILL epeiTm| GHEFW
SBTLLOG6IT: FMRISS BTLE HSTLLS) (1953,
@eng, BLEOTLD, BITL&LD), FTH SHW HSTLLO
(1954, @6v&&IWLD), 606018 &H6VIT & TLLE
(1954, &6 Hen6u&6i).

Cadlws s6m6v8 H6etoTHTLE 606018 &H6uIT
SISTLLOIUINGIT (LPSHEBTEOLOWITETT 2,650T(H &6V
@QBHSH WS H6M6VE S6vTSHTLE.

SI&TLL Hevrgl 2 wiflw Gsergeuwmest 6v6015
HEVIT Y BITLLO collLIGeVTOSILIEmLIWLLD

QULMEBIGSIDG)-

) LessTUTL (h) HEDLDFFSH H6DLOLIL|SH6IT:
CapHlw melerTs: He0608 Falld, QHSTT &THS)
CaHAWSs H6m6VE &LPSLD, LIGSTTUITL (h 6U6THIS6T
MWD LUNHE enLowiLD.

1850-@\6v HImieuLiLIL L Gl&F6iTEn6sT T8
IH|630T&H6m6V8 &6V @b wimellest Lol &L
LILDE®ILOWITEDT &6m6VLI Li6Terfl&61Tlev 6p60Tm).
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IMPORTANT DAYS / (ip&&w [HITL86iT

13. World Tourism Day 2026: India launches National Digital Tourism Stack
and Dekho Apna Desh 2.0

2 608 FMHMIEVT BT6T 2026: CaH&FIW WletTesflevs s sMMIVT HevLiL LMMILD 'CH&CHT
SilieoTm G561% 2.0'-6m6u M (WPSLILIHISS W @ HSHwiT

World Tourism Day 2026 was observed on 27 September 2026 on the theme 'Digital Agenda
and Artificial Intelligence to Redesign Tourism'. India's national observance was held at
Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi, where the Union Minister for Tourism and Culture, Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat, launched the National Digital Tourism Stack and the National Mission for
Alternative Destinations, also called the Dekho Apna Desh Campaign 2.0. Five memoranda of
understanding were signed and India Tourism Statistics 2026 was released. The official global
host for 2026 is El Salvador.

2 608 &FMHMIEVT BT6T 2026, 'FMHMIEVTEM6U LOM|EUIYEIEDLOES Ll6tTesTl6VEE HT6V LOMMILD
ClFwmens misvsTesoTM6)Y' 6T63TM & (HLIGILIM(H6T6L 27 QlFLLDLLIF 2026 265TM)

&L HsLULLG|. @bSHlwumelsr Cadlw Hswe gl &l6vedl LIMTS LoesTL LIS 60
BEOLCILMMG|; s65TMIW &HHMIEVIT LMMILD LIsSTUTL(H& HlemM HeOWEFEFT HCRHS T Flmhl
Cegwsmeus, Cadw Wleeslevd s &HMIEVT SenwLlienUww, 'CH&HCHT SilieTT C&H6% @ uISSLD
2.0' etesTLILI(HILD LOMMHM)| @)L MBIS(EHESTET CHFIWS S L&HenGHW|D GCIGTLRIS6TT. HEI

4 &) 65076 eUILIHSMHISET 60856 W(LDS ST 60T, @S W &mmier LeTsflalleurb 2026
QeusluNLLILI L g). 2026-@)6tT Sl TTLILLTeU 2 su&6mmallw LSBT HT(H 6T6V FTeVEULITH.

Key Exam Points / Gajeay (pa&&ws (&mILIL&6T [Easy]

* World Tourism Day is observed every year on 27 September; in 2026 it fell on a Sunday.
2 608 &MHMI6VIT HIT6T Y 6voT(HCHTMID GlFLIL LT 27 6tTm) HemLigssLLBiSImg); 2026-
B6v 2g| GHTUIDDISEPEDLO UHSSI.

* Theme for 2026: 'Digital Agenda and Artificial Intelligence to Redesign Tourism'; the official
global host is El Salvador, with the celebration in San Salvador.
2026-@\60T & (HLIGILIM(HEIT: 'SFMHMIeVTen6U Lm|6lgalenLns s LlstTesflsu& e HlFsv LMMILD
ClEwmens missoTesoTl6y'; HSSTTLILLTEU 2 60&6eTTellW HLSSHIBT BIT(h 6760 FTVEULT; eINLT
GFIT6tT FMeL6ULITIfl6V.

* India's national observance was at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi, led by Union Minister for
Tourism and Culture Gajendra Singh Shekhawat.
@mbsHlwmelssr CaHw HsLp6Y Ligl &1606S] LITTE 6t LISS6V; 665TMIW & MHMI6VIT LMHM)|LD
L6soTUTL (& &I60M HeMWEFT SCRHET Flhl ClausTeLs S6M6V6DLD &I .

* The National Digital Tourism Stack was launched, built with support from ONDC and ICDIA,
with a pilot planned for January 2027; it aims to onboard about 23,000 tourism experiences
and homestays by the end of 2028.
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GCa&w stTenfleuss e smmieur SiemLli ClgmLmslulLgl; ONDC wmmib ICDIA gy 576 LesT
2 (HeUMESLILLLE|; Cargenet pwme gesteulfl 2027-@e6v SLLBILLILL (HeTemgl; 2028
@mIH)& &6 somy 23,000 &HMHMIEVIT H6B)|LIUMISET LMMILD &HhIEHLD @)6V6VRISEN6IT

@ emeITLILIS| @608 (S).

Also launched: the National Mission for Alternative Destinations, the Dekho Apna Desh

Campaign 2.0, covering hill and mountain, coastal, heritage and pilgrimage circuits.

GaIb CISTLRISLILLLEN6: LITHM)| @)L KIS EHESTeT CaHFA WS LD, 'CH8HCHT SiLieTT

GCxew @uissD 2.0'; wenev, sLGsVMFLD, LUMFLUWD WwHMID Lel&s $60& sMHMmIeILLmIGSene6T

2 6MEMLESHIWIG).

Five memoranda of understanding were signed, with Airbnb India, FlixBus India, Glance

Digital Experience, the Eicher Group Foundation and MakeMyTrip.
oobhg| flbhalestTiey eLILbEmIS6T en&solw (s ST et - e TLNeresTLl @ bW, colNerfl&envLien
@&, Slermesteny 193l L6V 6T&6MVLIFlWI6ETEN, SDESFT (8 (LD SIMESLLen6T, GLogemnLLIflL.

India Tourism Statistics 2026 was released; domestic tourist visits reached 428.55 crore in

2025; the Minister set a target of tourism contributing 10 per cent of India's economy by

2047.

@mbéHlw smmieur LsTerflafleurd 2026 GleusflulLLitlLg|; 2025-@)6v 2 6THTL(H &FHMIEVTL
LIWI6BOT RIS 6T 428.55 Casmigemit 6T gig); 2047-8 6T &FMHmIevT @ bWl QILIM(HETTSTT&H S 60
10 s56isb LMisef&s Coustor(hb 6TesTm @eV&emsS ENESFT HFesoTuNSSTIT.

Director General Suman Billa.

Officials present included Tourism Secretary Bhuvnesh Kumar and Additional Secretary and

&MHMI6VTS GlIeWME C\FW6V] LjeuGstrad (LM, Sa(h&Hsev C\FWwevf wmMID @i E&BT CleesTysy

& L060T LN16V6VIT Y SBICWITTT &6VIHG| 68 TEsoTL6TTIT.

Static GK Connect

World Tourism Day - observed on 27
September since 1980; the date marks the
adoption of the UNWTO Statutes on 27
September 1970.

UN Tourism, formerly UNWTO - the United
Nations specialised agency for tourism;

headquarters Madrid, Spain; established 1975.

India hosted World Tourism Day as the official
global host in 2019, when the theme was
"Tourism and Jobs: a better future for all'.

2 608 &MMIEVIT [T - 1980 (P&H6L GIEFLILDLIT
27 o6t BenLgssLILHSDSI; 27
ClEuLuf 1970-@60 UNWTO FLLalg 6T
FOSLILLLENSE (8M)& (&)L [HIT6T.

UN &mmieor, sty UNWTO -
&FMHMIVTESH ST 2. [T, FIMLIL| HIMI6L6TTLD;
H6M6VEMLDWISSLD 6106ILIUYl6sT LTLIfIL; 1975-@)6v
BimieulILLLg].

2019-@\6L @BAHIWIT 2 608 FMHMIEVIT HT6rflesT
SIS STTULLT6U 2 6u&6emTellW HLESIHTTS
@ BHSH!; HICUTENS W & (HLIGILIT(HEIT
'&MHMI6eVIT LMHM|LD CeueneveumiLiLy:
SI6M6TTEU(THE(GHLD FIMHS 6THFSHMEVLD'.
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Dekho Apna Desh - launched in January 2020
to promote domestic tourism; 2.0 focuses on
alternative and lesser-known destinations.

ONDC - Open Network for Digital Commerce;
an initiative of the Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal Trade.

Tamil Nadu has consistently ranked first
among Indian States in domestic tourist visits;
its UNESCO World Heritage sites include
Mahabalipuram, the Great Living Chola
Temples and the Nilgiri Mountain Railway.

Ca80sm SiLieTT CHe% - 2 6MHTL(H
FMHMIVTen6L 26em8 6988 esreuifl 2020-@)6v
CaTLmsIULLS]; 2.0 WIHM| WOHMID
SIVIWLILLTS @)LMIG6I60 &e616sTLD

0 FNISHIH DG

ONDC - WletTenflevssas 6v6w0le & S M e meoT
&b suenevlenloliL]; C1&miglev mmID

2 siTeuestilas 2en8EallL S Slenmudesr
(LPEST(PWIME).

2 6THTL(H SFHMIEVTL LIWL6soThIS6 60 @ halw
rbHlevmigerfley SOPHTH CSTLIHS] (PSH6V
@L&HH6L 2 6T6M; LOMLD6VEVL|ITLD,

Gl EpCamLT Camuilevassit, Hev&if] wenev
TJulleLLITEns U & Wiemen @& 60T WGlesTervGasT
2 V&L UMTLUWE & 6sT6oTRISH6.
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