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ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY / &hm)& (851060 & Lefluflwisy

1. Green Highways: NHAI ties project completion to 90% sapling survival
L&enLd OB (h(eh&FMem6VEH6IT: 90% L& &6TM] 2 UNFeurpe|Lest @lenssorsasLILLL S L [Hlemme &
FmesTm|

A Ministry of Road Transport & Highways feature of 28 September 2026 reported that NHAI's new guidelines make a
project completion certificate conditional on at least 90% survival of saplings planted along the highway. Over 3.61

crore saplings have been planted along 1.32 lakh km of National Highways in five years under the Green Highways

Policy.

2026 Q&LLLbUT 28 oettm)| Gleuslwimest Fmemevl GLIME &6UTs S| LMHMILD ClBH[H(ERFTEN SenLFF8EH 60T
@mILilestLly, oW GCIB(H EHEFTEn6L 2 enestTwSSler (NHAI) 4w eub STl (h 6086, BLLLILL LDFE&60TMI861160
GODHSSE 90% 2 uNFeumpbaTso WL (HIGW SHILL Hlenmeyd FTeTMISHLD sULPRISLILI(HILD 6T60T8 F6.Mm|(eh 6TM6DT. LIS6nLD
QB [HlErFTEneVE Cl&meTena U6t S wbh&| evoT(hserflev 1.32 sulglb &).15. CaHHw GIn(H EhEFTemsvSsIfl6L 3.61
GaImigs &b GMLUILL F&&6TMISH6T BLLILL (H6TeTer.

KEY EXAM POINTS / Gy (p&Hlws &mLser

* Green Highways (Plantation, Transplantation, Beautification & Maintenance) Policy earmarks 1% of the civil
construction cost of every highway project for plantation.
@6UGleum(H QB [Hl(ERFTEnS S LSS 6T &L (HmesTd GlFeuailey 1% Glgmenasnwl WIFLD H(HeUSHM & LIS
QB H\(EHFTENEVE Q& TETENS @58 EHEH MG

* Techniques used: Miyawaki dense plantation, tree transplantation instead of felling, and pollinator corridors under the
"Trees for Bees' initiative.
LweTUHSSLLIHID (PenMEs6T: IWmeUTEH Sl LT ST 6UsTTLIL, IHISEn6T GleUL L6V @)L b6ILIWFSHEH60, LMHMID
‘Trees for Bees' fIL_LGH6T £ &THSHE CFTEHNS 6ULH S SHLMhISET.

* Recycled materials now used in road construction include fly ash, reclaimed asphalt pavement (RAP), plastic waste
and steel slag.
FMenevs &L (HLomeTa &b LIME &L FmbLey, wmi&Wpmad QFwwlitlL Hleugdsy (RAP), Nermevigs sLfley LoMmMILD 6loo(E
&&H Qdwensu LiwsTUH SRS sTmET.

¢ India's National Highway network has grown by about 61% since 2014.
@nsHlwmeler CaHw GIb([H EHEFTem6D eUenEVWNLOLIL| 2014 (LpS6V &M 61% 6UETTHSI6TETS).

Static GK Connect

Green Highways Policy launched 2015, by MoRTH

NHAI established 1988 (operational 1995), NH Authority of India Act 1988
Nodal Ministry Ministry of Road Transport & Highways (MoRTH)
Miyawaki method named after Japanese botanist Akira Miyawaki
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POLITY & GOVERNANCE / oiy&lwevenioLiL] & L&

2. Union Government launches national Livestock Insurance Portal
&S W s CoFW smevHenLs STUISTL(H) QlenstoTSHensens s C15mLmIS W g)

On 28 September 2026 in New Delhi, Union Minister for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry & Dairying Shri Rajiv Ranjan
Singh alias Lalan Singh launched a single digital Livestock Insurance Portal (rashtriyapashubima.dahd.gov.in) for
policy issuance, claim processing, monitoring and reporting under the National Livestock Mission.

2026 Q&L 28 »i6tTm)| LigI&HleveSluNev, LBeTeu6TLD, S&mevHemL LIFTIFILL MHMILD LIT6VEU6TS Glemm &S
SHMEFT H\(. TTedell [Epg6iT Flmi (su6v6iT Flmi), CHFW &meLBHenL @WSSHSSH 6T S STLUSL(HIL LSS T
6ULPMEI(& 56V, 2 flenECHTTe ClFIWETSHSLD, SH660TamessiILIL] LMHMID NS0 UNLE)|5ET6T 62Menm

@ enesTILGETSmS (rashtriyapashubima.dahd.gov.in) Q& mTLBIE eneusHSTIT.

KEY EXAM POINTS / Gsijey (p&£Wws &L a6

* Premium sharing: the small or marginal farmer pays only 15%; the Centre and States together bear the remaining
85% (60:40 Centre:State in most States, 90:10 in Himalayan and North-Eastern States, 100% Central in Union
Territories).

HeUenetTs G\gTenssLl L&l Fay: Fim| wHmib Gm| eNeugmull 15% wLHIGW &5 Coustot(Hib; BsLsiTem 85%-g3
&S W HMID LTH6Y B TEEHET DG (CL(HLDUTeVTsT LMBlevkigsrfley 60:40, @LOUILLEM6V LOMHMILD EULEILPE S
wrblevriserfley 90:10, wissflwett LNFCsHemiseflsv 100% WSS SiF&).

* Subsidised cover is available for up to 10 cattle units per beneficiary household, with a separate ceiling of 5 units for
pigs and rabbits.

@ (1 Lwestmerl (GHILLSSHM (G 10 STeLHEML 160G &6T euen(y Wmesflwis sriS(H SlenL & @L; LeTm) LHmiLD
(LPUIBLE (ETHE (&S SHEBIILITE 5 3160 (&6 6UITLDL.

* The portal works in 11 regional languages besides Hindi and English (13 in all), giving farmers, insurers and
implementing agencies a common interface.

@b LHMID Y m&levd Hally 11 KNgrhHw Glmflserflsy (ClbTEsD 13) @)enemTlgsmd @ WwniGSE mE];
afleugmuilssiT, STUSL(H HlmieuesTRgsT MWD GlFWELL[HISHSID HIMIEI6TTEISEHS(E) (T CILITE|6UT6T @)emL(P&sLD.

* Over 30 lakh animals have been insured this year; over the last five years about 60.8 lakh animals were insured and
claims worth Rs.161.07 crore released. RFID tagging is being examined for animal identification and claim
settlement.

@HS U6uTIg60 30 VLFSHGI8 G CLMHULL STEVHEmL&6T STUL[H GlEFWwlILL(heTersT; SLbhS bl 2u.6u0T(Hsers0
&Ly 60.8 VL&D &mevHEnL&6T STLLS[H Glewwiul () em.161.07 Camiy 2 flenw &6l Tens aupmisLILIL (heTers).
HTLHENL SemLWmTeTSHH MG RFID &MILIL[H wenm LflFedsasliubBiEms.

Static GK Connect

National Livestock Mission launched 2014-15 (restructured 2021-22)

Nodal Department Dept. of Animal Husbandry & Dairying (DAHD)
India's rank in milk production 1st in the world

Livestock Census Conducted every 5 years; 20th in 2019
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3. Uttar Pradesh makes 'Use By Date' mandatory for loose sweets

2 557U NTCaasHHev SHemyeumest @\esflliL|a(eThE (& 'LwesTL(hH 55 Geuevorigwl G55’ &L LTwiLD

Announced on 27 September 2026 by Dr Roshan Jacob, Commissioner of the Uttar Pradesh Food Safety and Drug
Administration (FSDA), every sweet shop and manufacturing unit in the State must display a 'Use By Date' for all
sweets, including loose sweets, from 15 October 2026. The FSDA also banned ethylene glycol and diethylene glycol
as coolants in milk and milk-product processing units.

2026 GleliLbuy 27 9eTm) 2 557U LNTEHE 2 6woTay 1 LIMTGISTLIL] MHMILD O(HHSI HT6UTE Q60 650T W LTELIT
Grmeawest G& sl HMlaNssHs6oTLLy, 2026 S&HCLTUT 15 (p&H6L THev&HSHl60 2 66T en6tTe S| @)6oflLIL|S &6mL 8 (6THLD
2 MUSSH HlenEVWIThISEHLD S6mFeuTssT @\6sfILIL|&6T 2 LLL 2Hen6rTs S| @)6vfILIL|S 6Th8 &)W ‘L6t (H& 8 Coussorigi
GCo&l'emwis sriL Geussor(hld. LIMeL LMHMILD LITeL GlLmmeT LSLILIHISSIW Hlensvwirigeflsy GstlenLigwims erdgleSssr
Hlenersamsv LMHMILD 6mL 6w 6S6iT &HleneTsamsv LiwWeTL (HS S0 Heml G\ F WL (HeTers).

KEY EXAM POINTS / Gsijey (p&£ W& &ML a6

¢ Packaged foods in India already carry expiry information; loose sweets had no mandatory display requirement until
now.
@n&HlwmeNsy GlumriLsubILLILLL 2 ewreg6rflev FMHG&HeTCo SHmevTeuSS &&6160 @) (HHSHS!; SHeITTeuTesT
@esf L& EhH 86 @ aIeuenr SLLTWS Caemeu @lsvenev.

* The shelf life of sweets ranges from 1 day to 30 days depending on ingredients, moisture content and storage
conditions.
EPEVLIGILIM(HLS6IT, FTLILGSLD HMID CailliL HlensuennsensTll Clummisg @ esflliLserfleT oWl smeuld 1 HT6T (P50
30 BITL&6T 6usmIy LOmM|L(HILD.

¢ Inspections had found ethylene and diethylene glycol used as coolants during pasteurisation and refrigeration;
propylene glycol is the permitted alternative.
Guev(HlenyCaagsst LMHMID GeNTUSeTSHSl6T CLITE] 618 686T / LGS H6S6tT Hlem6masssmev (& srflemL Ly WL
vweTUHISSULILL G| o u16916v seserLMIWILILL&|; HEFmLlLNeSest £ensmsasmey Sen)odléasLLlL mHm).

e The order is issued under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, ahead of the festive season.
LI6BOTIY 6088 STEVSHSHM(S (PEITETTSHMTE, 2 650Te Ll LITG|STLIL| LHMILD SFbHlenevs &L LI, 2006-@\6tT Sp QHS 2 5576
WU NSsLLIL(HeTerg).

Static GK Connect

FSSAI established under Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006

FSSAI headquarters New Delhi; under Ministry of Health & Family Welfare
FSSAI came into force 2011

Uttar Pradesh capital / CM Lucknow / Yogi Adityanath
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ECONOMY & INTERNATIONAL / Glum(mermsmiyb & s7euGs &

4. Uttar Pradesh targets Rs.5 lakh crore in annual exports by 2030
2030-8(5,61T 4,600T(H 8 (5 €1H.5 VL&D Gy FMHMILS) @6v& (S, - 2. 5571 LNTEHEFLD

Speaking at the UP International Trade Show (UPITS) at the India Expo Centre & Mart, Greater Noida on 27 September
2026, Union Commerce & Industry Minister Shri Piyush Goyal said Uttar Pradesh should raise its annual exports from
about Rs.2 lakh crore to Rs.5 lakh crore by 2030, in step with the State's one-trillion-dollar economy goal.

2026 GleliLbuy 27 yettmy SCTLLF CBmuiLTalsy 2 sirem @bH W ersenGUm GlEeTLIflev HenLGILMM 2 &5
NrCse reuGsHa 6uTHSHsE SHevarsmLdlullsv (UPITS) CLAW w&HHlw suessflasd wmmIb 61&TLH6LEH MM SenwaE] H (.
uew Gasmuwisy, rhleus et e lpflevedlwiest LTeuy ClUMmeTTSTT @)6vs &5 gmu, 2 557U NTEaHFLb 565T8)
21600T(H) FMHMILOSEMW SO €h.2 6VLFLD CasmiguNed) (Hbg) 2030-8 &6 ¢1h.5 VL&D CaHMigWims: 2 Wij&Hg Geussor(HLd
6TEOTMITIT.

KEY EXAM POINTS / Csije ((psHlws (GmLs6T

* The UP Export Promotion Policy 2025-30 targets raising combined goods and services exports from about USD 21
billion in FY24 to USD 50 billion by FY2030.

2 557U N5Cses gmmiwd 2ens@eilliLs CamsTens 2025-30, QUMHLEET HMILD CaameuseT ghmiwdenw FY24-
@6v @\ (HHS sy 21 Nevedlwisst LTevifled)(Hbg FY2030-8E6T 50 LN60eSlwetr LTeuyms 2 WisHs @68 s,
EMEUSGI6TTETE].

Buyer-seller agreements worth over Rs.3,000 crore were signed at the show, which had six partner countries.
QM| UBIGSTTT BT(H&6T H60bH& 6l& ML @) saetoramLgluiley em.3,000 Camigs G)h {88 L0TeBT 6UITMHI (G LIeU]-
aNMUEUT LILHSMHISGET en&6lW (SHSTuseor.

Priority sectors for industrial expansion are defence, semiconductors and electronics; key export items are
engineering goods, handicrafts, textiles and processed food.

Qamiflsv eNlifleunsasSmemeT (PeiTen)|flemlng &IenME6T: LTGISTLIL, (&MDE&SLSSH&6T MMILD LilesTerTasn e wev;
WSS FHMILS L CUmBLSSsT: GLmMluNwsy ClUM(HLS6IT, ngsallenstril GILIM(HL&6T, sa]srfl LoMHMILD
usLUMHISSLILLL 2 65T6).

Separately, UP's Excise Export Policy 2026-27 to 2028-29, approved in February 2026, made it the first Indian State
with a dedicated multi-year framework for exporting alcoholic beverages, ethanol and related products.

sesflwms, 2026 NUFeuflufley yrifasflasiulL 2 ST INFCaHasHS56T H60Mev FHMILES Gl&meTeng 2026-27 (P60
2028-29 6U6my, LOG|LITESTLD, 6T&S65TTEV LOMMID GISTLFLenLW ClUm(hL&EemeT MM Clauiwl &evfl Lisvevmssst(h)
SLLemLOLS Gl meseTL @bSHIITaN6IT (LH&H6L OMHIEVLOTE H6M & &S]

Static GK Connect

India's largest State by population Uttar Pradesh

Union Commerce & Industry Minister Piyush Goyal

UPITS venue India Expo Centre & Mart, Greater Noida
ODOP scheme pioneered by Uttar Pradesh (One District One Product, 2018)
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TAMIL NADU SPECIAL / 5101pmm(H) Hmiiy

5. Tamil Nadu revokes G.O. that exempted Public (Law & Order) Department from RTI
CUIg IS5 Men (FLLLD 6(LOM5I(E) 86UV MWD 2 flend FLLEH6v @)\ (HHEI allevs
SrgmenessTenw SLOIPHT(H SiFs H(HLOUL QUMM SI

On 27 September 2026 the Tamil Nadu government revoked G.O. Ms. No. 57 (Human Resources Management
Department, dated 21 September 2026), which had invoked Section 24(4) of the Right to Information Act, 2005 to
classify the Public (Law and Order) Department as an intelligence and security organisation. The order stood for just
six days before being withdrawn after widespread criticism.

2026 GleliLbuf 27 SietTm) SLOPHT(H T8, HTEFTenswr (Hlemev) etesor 57 (esflgeuer (Emeorrazs'zrrsmm,&, &lenm, 2026
Q&liLbury 21) - g9 H(HOUL GIUMMG|. HH6U6v HMIW|D 2 flens L, 2005-@er LNifley 24(4)-2oL1 LwesTL (H& S
QuTgISGImMENW (FLLLD (LOMIE) R 26765 MM LDMMILD LIMG|STLIL| HEMLOLILITE HHS 60650
suensLILHSH N (HHESHGI. LFeusuTsst e oFFeTsHensHs CSTLIHS] UM BILsselsd g ULl ClumUiLILLg).

KEY EXAM POINTS / @56y (p&Hws @l a6l

e Section 24(4) of the RTI Act, 2005 allows a State Government to notify intelligence and security organisations as
exempt from the Act - but information on allegations of corruption and human rights violations remains disclosable
even then.

586160 MWD 2 flenwg LD, 2005-@\eir Nifle] 24(4), 2 6Te S IemM LDMHMILD LITGISTLIL| S{eLDLIL|S6m6T
FLLEHe0 (HHE| e9l6v&E HMlaNss M6V BT&8E DL &BSHIME) - sTesflan)|Lb 2arpeb MM esflg 2 flenl Bmev
GODEFTL(H&ET CISTLTLITET S86U6086T HLUIGCLTSHID GleusflulLgssse060.

Critics said the exemption would have shielded information on custodial deaths, police firing and communal clashes
from public scrutiny.

SITEU6V [Hl6nEVILI LDJESITIRIS6IT, SHTEUEVGIENM &ILILITSSEF (85 LOMMILD LDGE SHEVEUTRIGET GHMISHS HHeUVS6T ClLImg]L
uryeneuuNed)(Hbg LoenMESLILIL I (HEGLD 6T6rT aNLDFEFSHTEHET Fa.mleoriy.

The order was opposed by the DMK, Congress and CPI(M), by transparency activists, and by allies of the ruling
government itself; VCK leader Thol. Thirumavalavan called it 'highly shocking'.

@b oemestTenW S, SIS e, rysFlevl sbussilenl sL&, CleuaflliLienL &g 6Tento & Fal6VF&sT MMmID
SU(ETHLD S TFl6tT FalLewol18 &8 EHD T & g60T; e9ldla Hemeveul C&msn. H)(HLOMTELETEL6T @lems 'Hl&6 LD

S FEFwerfl&G)h' eTesTm.

The government's 27 September statement simply said 'G.0. Ms. No. 57 stands revoked', without a detailed
explanation.

QEliLbUl 27 oi6tTm) 78 Gleusluil L oim&emas, eNifleumest eSlem&&Ld @)6T ' F&TeneT 6T6v0T 57 SH)(HLOLILI
QupLiLhi&Imsg' ereet LL(HIGW Mg

Static GK Connect

RTI Act enacted / in force 2005 / 12 October 2005

RTI Act does not apply to Jammu & Kashmir's erstwhile State Act; Second Schedule bodies u/

s 24
Time limit for information 30 days (48 hours if life or liberty is involved)
Tamil Nadu capital / Governor Chennai / R. N. Ravi
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6. 'Thaai Maman' Gold Ring Scheme launched for newborns in Tamil Nadu
SUIPHTLIg6V HSTEL LNDHS (5L01H60)188(6TH&S&TEsT ST LOML6T' ki ComSlrs Sl LI

Q5 mL&&LD

On 28 September 2026 Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay launched the 'Thaai Maman' Gold Ring Scheme at the
Government Rajaji Hospital, Madurai. Every eligible newborn delivered in a government hospital in Tamil Nadu will
receive a one-gram, 22-carat gold ring. The scheme has an annual outlay of Rs.755.83 crore.

2026 QFLLLbUT 28 o6tTM), (PSHEVEOLEFEFT &, Grel) e, LG0T & FTmed] Lo(hSHS|6ULDen6sTUI6V 'S
LOMLO6ST' HhIs CLTEHTS HILLSMSS CHTLEIS m6USSHTT. HLOIDBTL Y6V T8 LO(HESI6Uen6sTUI6v LM &G0
&GS W 6IT6IT 661 GI6UM(IF (&LPIHEN S S &L 6(Ih SITITLD TemLL6Ter 22 ST &Hhig GmHFD euprhigsLiLhHlb.

@ SH LS S6T Uev0T(h) BISHSE([H €h.755.83 Camig.

KEY EXAM POINTS / Ggijey (&£l Wwis &L a6l

* 1.28 lakh rings have been procured in advance; each ring carries a unique serial number and comes in tamper-proof
packaging.
1.28 suL_ &b GCTH RIS (PetTeal lgGLl C&meT(P&H6L GlE WLl (heTemesT; ¢6u6leurm(m CmEr&HSm )0
Hevll&gleuwmert euifleng ereser 2 6o1(h), CaaLILGHISHS (PleWTE GILTSIUNLeS6v aupmhIgSLILI(HID.

* The rings are supplied by Joyalukkas and Kalyan Jewellers in a 70:30 ratio.
GLOTHTrIS6T 2MUISI6Y|EH ST LOMMILD SEVILITEBIT 2IC6U606VT6N HM|66TRIS6TTeY 70:30 6T6sTm 6N &5 8660
6uLpmISsLILI(H&h sdTm 6.

¢ Eligibility: the mother must be a permanent resident of Tamil Nadu and the beneficiary must be registered under
PICME with a Reproductive and Child Health (RCH) ID.
&GS ST SLOPHTLLg6sT HFHSTES &N HLUTeTyTsS @)(H&Has Geussor(hb; Lwesrmefl PICME-@\sv Life] Glawiwiiuil (k)
@eTlIGILI(HES LMHMID (GWHens Hev (RCH) SienLwimer stesor GlLMM (H&& Geustor(HILb.

* Maduranthakam and Dharapuram constituencies are excluded for now because the Model Code of Conduct is in force
there for scheduled by-elections.
WGITMHSHESLD LMHMID STFTLFLD GG TGS &6T @enLsCHTH M6 LTSI BLEHDSH ANHH6T LD60l6H 2 66T TV
SDHCUTE| eNevssLILIL (h6T6mear.

Static GK Connect

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay (TVK), sworn in 10 May 2026

PICME full form Pregnancy & Infant Cohort Monitoring and Evaluation
Government Rajaji Hospital located at Madurai (attached to Madurai Medical College)
Purity of the ring 22 carat, 1 gram
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7. 13th-century inscription found at Medavakkam tank records a sluice built in 1268
CE

CuLeaurs s 6fluilev sesoTClL(hasLLLL 13-4 HITMHMTessT(h &evbleul (h): &).19. 1268-Gl6v
SLLUULL 1058

Reported on 28 September 2026, a rare 13th-century inscription found during the desilting of the Medavakkam tank
in Chennai records the construction of a sluice (madagu) for irrigation in 1268 CE, in the 20th regnal year of the
Telugu Choda king Sri Vijaya Kanda Gopalan. It was deciphered by senior epigraphist S. Rajavelan.

2026 QLU 28 oettm)| Gleusflwimest QEFwihlullestLly, QFstTenest GOLeUTESLD gFiflenwld STFeum(HLCLTE]
H6uTOIL (hSsUULL iflw 13-gy41b mIMHmTesoT(hlé &Hevbleul (b, CleaimiE CamLp esTeoTy LT 691eul &evorL
Gasrumevssflest 20-o40 & Syevorigev, &).19. 1268-@)6v LTFRTHH DTS (I DS E) HLLLILLLenSL LSHle]
QEwEIME. (&S 86V66UL(H & WeUTaT &. FTRCaIeV6T @ ens Ll Ligs s 6916ma6uTTiy.

KEY EXAM POINTS / Csije ((psHlws ML s6r

e The inscription names the tank as 'Monavakkam', the older form of present-day Medavakkam; the sluice was built by
a merchant for irrigation.

&60616UL g6V gTf] 'CLomeTeumssLd' sTeorss (HMIULNLLILL(HeTerg) - @)&1Gou @etTemnmw GLoLeUTEELD; LSS, 6 (H
6U6TTI & TITEY LMTETSHSNSTEHES SHLLLILILLS|.

* Sri Vijaya Kanda Gopalan (Vijaya Gandagopala) belonged to the Nellore Choda / Telugu Choda line and ruled around
Kanchipuram; his inscriptions are attested at the Varadaraja Swami temple, Kanchipuram.
uth eNleowl &esorL Gamumevsst (el &evoTLCaMLIMeV6T) GIHEVEVTT G&MLY / QHaIRIE CamY abFSmMEEF CarHEHT;
SMERFIYTLD LGSHenW U etoTLT; SMERFIYTLD eursrme seumdl CamuileSley oeurs 666Ul (H&6T 2 6TemsnT.

* The find is evidence of a medieval tank-irrigation network in the Thondai Mandalam region, now northern Tamil Nadu.
@58 seuT(H NG, @6TenmW UL SLODBHTLTET GlgmestTenL esoTL VLI LGS ullev @enLsamens Hlev @\(mHbhs el
LIT&6TT 6U6m6VWERLOLIL|&(EE SFTeTMM(G)LD.

« Tamil irrigation vocabulary: madagu (&) = sluice, kalingu (&68iri(g) = surplus weir, eri (g1f1) = tank, kulam
(&) = pond.

SOOI LmgesTs QFTM&6T: & E = B CleusflGuMMID euMiS&TEL SenLoliL], &e0lmi@E = 2 Lfl B smeveumil, eifl,
(&6TLD.

Static GK Connect

Thondai Mandalam corresponds to Present-day northern Tamil Nadu
Dynasties that built tanks in the region Pallavas, Cholas, Vijayanagara rulers
Chola capital cities Thanjavur, Gangaikonda Cholapuram
Study of inscriptions is called Epigraphy
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY / gimleflwish & Q5 miflevml Lib

8. India's first LNG-powered train flagged off from Sabarmati
guHuNed) (HHsl QbHlwmallsst (psHev LNG erflolLmmsit puilev G155 mLmiH) eneussLLLL]

On 27 September 2026 Union Home and Cooperation Minister Shri Amit Shah flagged off India's first LNG-powered
train from Sabarmati Railway Station, Ahmedabad, Gujarat, along with railway projects worth about Rs.1,542 crore.
The dual-fuel (diesel + LNG) DEMU runs an 8-coach non-AC chair car rake on the Sabarmati-Mahesana section.

2026 GlEliLbuf 27 ietTm), SHHW 2 6THI60M LMHMID Fal (HDeYSHHI60M HOWEFEFT S (. MG OuT, (&R TTSHS 60T
SBLSHTUTSS6L 2 6iT6m FLIFLOS) TuN6L Hlemevwl s 60 (HHg @bHwmeNssr (Ww&Hsv LNG erflelummsT Fullemev, SO erb.
1,542 Gamig &lLiSlevmest muNevGeu &)L migEHL6T CETEHSHIS ClHTLRIE eneussTy. @ TLenL 6rflelILMmmeT (g6 +
LNG) DEMU qullev, gujd-Gwamamerm NifleNsv 8 QUL igs6T G\&mesorL &6l emLLLILILTS BTH&Ted) 61 (G LIL|L6sT
QurGSDg.

KEY EXAM POINTS / Csije ((psHlws (GmLs6T

e Two 1,400 HP Driving Power Cars were converted to dual fuel at the Sabarmati Integrated Coaching Depot; the
system replaces about 40% of diesel consumption.
FUTS) @HrSensThs CULly LTl HeneowsHlso 1,400 GHlenrs Smeir ClamssorL @\Fesor(h @ wisss Wit
QUL gs6T @rlemL 6TflGILIT(H(EHE S, LMMMLILLLEST; @IDenD led6v HISFeTley &My 40%-8 HmDEHSME].

Each Driving Power Car carries a 2,200-litre LNG tank holding about 850-900 kg of usable LNG, giving roughly 1,600
km of range on a full fill; over 2,000 km of field trials were completed.

6UGleUM(H @Wiss WleT QlLLipuilev|d 2,200 60ILLF LNG QsTLly 2 6erg) (&Lomy 850-900 £Gsum LwsiTU(H &S & Falg Wl
LNG), wppemwwirs HliFLifermsy &wmy 1,600 &).15. &ryid; 2,000 &).16.-8& &L GLoev &e6me C&meensuTa6T

(P98 LILILL6DT.

Indian Railways estimates savings of about Rs.23.9 lakh a year for an eight-coach rake, with lower carbon dioxide,
nitrogen oxide and particulate emissions.

6T (h) QL1986 Cl&mesoTL FUN6V|&(E) ,600T(H & (& &LOMTY €F.23.9 vl &b Gl FHUHID sTesT @b&HIWw FulevGeu
LHUNHIEDGI; STTL6T O Y Hen&([H), OBLTW6T Y dHend([H LHMID &s6T QeusflGLUMMULD FHsmMUYLD.

* The same event covered Kavach on the Ahmedabad-Palanpur and Ahmedabad-Samakhiyali sections (404 km, Rs.411
crore), automatic block signalling, a WAG-12 locomotive maintenance shed (Rs.700 crore) and the Sabarmati-Sarkhej
doubling.

3165 K566V SIBHLOGTLITE-LITEVESTLLT LoMMILD H&ELSTUTS-Fo&lwmef Nifleyseflsy seus (404 &).165., em.411
Garmy), sresflumtid G5 mE s FLil&em s, WAG-12 @lstredlstt LITTIflLiLE Sl b (eF.700 Camly) MMID FUFLLS)-
FFCag @rlenLLl LTens & Wen6uUWL|LD L HIELD.

Static GK Connect

LNG full form Liquefied Natural Gas (natural gas cooled to about -162 degrees C)
Kavach is India's indigenous Automatic Train Protection (ATP) system
WAG-12 12,000 HP heavy-haul electric freight locomotive

DEMU Diesel Electric Multiple Unit
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9. SpaceX Starship Flight 14 reaches orbit for the first time

eGLI6V6ETE 6V VLTSI 14-24 615] LILIETITID: (PE6V (PENMWIITE SMHMILILITENESEnW 6TL I9ULIS)

On 28 September 2026 SpaceX launched Starship Flight 14 from Pad 2 at Starbase, Texas. It was the first Starship to
achieve orbital insertion, placing 26 next-generation Starlink V3 satellites in a roughly 262 x 277 km orbit. The flight
was deliberately shortened to about 3 hours 9 minutes instead of the planned 10 hours.

2026 GlEliLbuf 28 oysttm), s1GLIsIVETE 6 FlM61U68TLD GlL&&msi MIH6VLD 6TVLTTGLIEN6L 2 66T 2-2y LD 6T650T
H6MHH 60| (IHHG] eVLTTOGIL 14-916018| LIWL6EstTEHemS eellg]. SNDMILILITEnSenL 6Tl gl PGV suLmTadll @) &|Ceu; 26
3HES Hemev(enm eVLTTESIMIE V3 QFWMHenssGasmeTaseneaT &My 262 x 277 &).16. &HmILILmenguilsy
HlemeuBlmISSHwig). HLLSICLL 10 wessll Crrs s s E L udhlevrs Liwewtd Geussor(h6lwerGm &y 3 wesofl 9
HIBLBIGH6TTEES (§60M&HSLILLLS).

KEY EXAM POINTS / Csije ((psHlws (GmlLa6T

e The vehicle used Super Heavy Booster 21 and Ship 41 (both Block 3); the FAA issued the launch licence on 26
September 2026.
G&LuF Glamea LevLF 21 womibd el 41 (@ resst(HIb Nemms 3) LweTU(hHSSLILLL6DT; HEWI&ES FalLrld afmesrL
GuTsEUTsSE BlFeursd (FAA) 2026 QELLDUT 26 2i6TM)| 656V 2 fln&Hens 6uPRISI LIS

e All 26 Starlink V3 satellites were deployed as Starlink Group 31-1; three carried cameras to inspect heat-shield tiles.
SIMETTHG| 26 VLTTE0IMIS V3 Cl&FWMHen &8 e m6iTss (THLD 6VLTTe0IMmIS &) (D 31-1 o8 HlensvbmISHSLILILL63T; eLp6TNIIEV
QeulILG H6UFS & HEHEM6T 16 CIFWIL|LD CHLOTTEHSET @) (HHS60T.

e One of Ship 41's six Raptor 3 engines shut down early during ascent; SpaceX skipped the planned long coast and
deorbited early as a precaution.
gmiensuilest CUTgl et 41-@l6tT m| FrULT 3 @uibSrrigssrflev eetTm) (pesTaallgGWw HleTm&!;
(WeiTOeTEEF S emas WITs 610GLISNV6TE 61 [H68oTL MM ILILIWLETSH 058 H6NTEHS] (PetTaallgCul SHmaEIwg).

* Ship 41 made a controlled tail-first splashdown in the Pacific north of Hawaii and then exploded as residual propellant
ignited; Booster 21 splashed down in the Gulf and was not caught by the tower.
a1 41, ameumiis @ euL&6ss LFLNE QummhisLed6L SL(HILLHISSILLL (Penmuiley @mmbidluig|; LeTest eT(ehelw
sTflGILm(RET LMW GleUigSHsHaI. LLLT 21 susnsm@Lrallsv @mmidlwig) - CamyTsHSTev g &aLliLLallsuene.

Static GK Connect

Starship is World's largest fully reusable super heavy-lift launch system
Two stages Super Heavy booster + Starship upper stage

SpaceX founder / HQ Elon Musk / Starbase, Texas, USA

Starlink is SpaceX's Low Earth Orbit satellite internet constellation
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10. TakeMe2Space to fly India's first networked orbital data centre

@nhHlwmailest (pSH6L alemeVWIENOLIL|EF SHOMILILITENS HJ6| 6nloWsHens sjaua]eirer TakeMe2Space

Announced on 27-28 September 2026, Hyderabad-based space start-up TakeMe2Space will fly India's first networked
orbital data centre - two 100 kg MOI (My Orbital Infrastructure) satellites - on a SpaceX Falcon 9 rideshare in late
2028, to a roughly 500 km sun-synchronous orbit.
2026 QEliLbuy 27-28 oi6Tm| HMIeN&ESLILILLS6TLILY, MamSITUTSSE Carhs elleTlauefls Csm &8
HimeussTiomest TakeMe2Space, @ bEHWITaN6IT (PGH6L eUEDEVIEHOLILIF SHMHMILILITENS HT6Y 6MLOWISHENS - H60m 100
HCeurr eremLeTer @ evor(h) MOl QFWMHenssEGasmeTaemnear - 2028 @mISluiley evELIEVETEE colIMeV&6dT 9 Fal (b
g6 56016V, &M 500 &.15. G fl @&HSHenga] sDmILILITEDSEE) HDILILIOETOTS.

KEY EXAM POINTS / Cgijey (p&Hws &mLa6T

e Each satellite carries 10 Nvidia Thor GPUs, 100 TB of storage, a one-metre-resolution multispectral imager and about

1.5 kW of power generation.

@6Ubleum(h ClFwmenssCamsfla|b 10 etesteNigwim Cam GPU-s6iT, 100 QlLymenul G, ¢(m BLLF
Qg erfleysHmett GlasmssorL LIsIHIM LILGIHILILITSST MM &my 1.5 HGeumeurL et 2 MLSH 2 6Temer.

Optical inter-satellite laser links will distribute computing workloads between the two spacecraft - the first Indian
mission to network computing across multiple satellites rather than a single one.

eeflullwey CFwmenssCaTsT-@lenL Covaf @enestTLiIL &6 @)(F 69165T8H60MI8 (6TH8 &, @enL Gl sevsflesfIL Lissoll&emerrL
L&) (HLD - RMHEMME CFWMHen&HEHCHTEHEHEL LHlevTs Liew ClFwmenssGasmsrasertley semflliClummlg &lmemesot
6UEMEVILIEDLDE G0 @S WLITaN6IT (LPSH6L HILLLD @&

The launch slot was secured through RIDE! space (Paris) under the Waymaker 2 rideshare programme; 23 customers
have already signed up.

eny({H! soGusiy (Lmiflsv) Bimieuestd epeud CeuGs e 2 Fal (h) e s HLLSHSH60 @ LD GLumiLL (HeTerg);
FHGIEHETGU 23 6UMigSH6n S WTETTE6T L6y ClFUig6iTemesTiy.

Background: the company's MOI-TD technology demonstrator launched on 30 December 2024 and ran over 20 orbital
experiments; MOI-1 was lost in the PSLV-C62 launch failure in January 2026.

etreotesefl: hlmieuestg et MOI-TD Qs miflevmiL L Hlemuemtd: QlFwmenssGamsT 2024 9&buf 30 ofeTm) gFeuliuil ()
20-8 G GuHULL &HnILLTmSE CargeneasnsT BLES WE; MOI-1 ClFwmnengsGamst 2026 wersurfluiley PSLV-C62
g6 560 GHmeveluflev @LpsaLILLLE).

Static GK Connect

TakeMe2Space headquarters / founder Hyderabad, Telangana / Ronak Kumar Samantray
MOI stands for My Orbital Infrastructure

Sun-synchronous orbit altitude here About 500 km

India's space regulator / promoter IN-SPACe; NSIL is the commercial arm
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PROMINENT PERSONALITIES / (&)W 24 (6TH6mLo &6t

11. Harita Bhadra wins bronze in women's 200m at Asian Games 2026
A, Flw eflememwim_(HIl Gumiig 2026: waerfliy 200 B Liflev amiflgm LSFT ClauessraeuLd

On 27 September 2026 at the Asian Games in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, India's Harita Bhadra won bronze in the women's

200 metres in 23.20 seconds - India's 13th athletics medal of the Games. On the same day three Indian boxers
reached the semi-finals, assuring India at least three more medals.

2026 GlgliLbuy 27 oyettm) oLiLimestlest & df-pGasmwmaNsy BenLGILMM S Flur eNemerwim(HiL GuTLiguiley,
@nHwreNsr amfgm LGTT wasrfly 200 WBLLF @LL&SH 60 23.20 ey &erfleb GleauesoTaeull Lig s GleussTmITI -
@& @nbsHlwmeiler 13-ou618| HLE6TL LS. 65 mIerfley epsiTm| @S W (55 5|&&6vsTenL eSFTaeT
SHemTUIMIH & & (WeorGeT), @\HEWITE|8 & G (GHEMMHSHG CP6STM)| LISHSHSMhRISEN6T 2 M| ClEFUISH6TI.

KEY EXAM POINTS / @56y (p&&ws @l a6t

* Gold went to Shanti Pereira of Singapore (22.78s), who became the first woman to win back-to-back Asian Games
200m titles; silver to Chen Yujie of China (22.93s).
smisl HArsliyfler &mbhd QuGTrmeys s (22.78 ell.) - uflw eNenerwiml(HiLt CUTLiguieb CHTLIHE @) (Wenm 200
1B. LI LD GleuesTm (Lp&6v GluetaTiosssfl @eury; Gleusiterl Feormellest Glassr wiedlss & (22.93 al.).

e Harita Bhadra is only the sixth Indian woman to win an Asian Games medal in the women's 200m, and India's first in
the event since 2018. It was her maiden Asian Games appearance.
AW elNememwiml(His Gurligufest wserfly 200 BLLIA6L LS&SLD CleussTm QL mmeugl @ b&Hwl GlusssToesst] amiflgm
ugym; 2018-8@L LNME @bsLt GUTLiguilsy @bHWmelssT (PSH6L LIGHESLD. @& SHeUTSH] (PSH6V &l aNenerwim(HlL
GurLig.

* Boxers Ankush Panghal (men's 80 kg), Parveen Hooda (women's 65 kg) and Narender Berwal (men's +90 kg) won
their quarter-finals; losing semi-finalists take bronze in Asian Games boxing.
&5 S 5F6sTenL 65TTH6IT MG LIS (QyLeul 80 &lGsur), Lifeisst amOLm (wasrfly 65 £Gsurr) LHMID HCTHST
GluFeumey (S Leuf +90 &lGsurm) HTeSIMIHUNL CleuesTm6T; U Flwt elensmwim(HiLl CUTL 198 (&5 gI&&etoTenLulley
SimTUNMIHUN6L CHTHLIEUITE(ETHE SHLD Gl6U6TITSHEVLD 61LPMISLILI(HILD.

* By the end of Day 9 (28 September 2026) India had 45 medals - 4 gold, 20 silver and 21 bronze - and was placed
12th in the medal table.
9-4 1D BT6T (2026 QFLILDLIF 28) @miHuileh @BHWIT 45 LSHSSMISETHLET - 4 HHhisD, 20 GeusTerf], 21 GleussTaEILD -
US&sL LILIguiedlsy 12-21618| @)L SH60 @ (HHSHG.

Static GK Connect

Asian Games 2026 host Aichi-Nagoya, Japan (20th edition)
Asian Games governing body Olympic Council of Asia (OCA)
First Asian Games 1951, New Delhi, India

Next Asian Games (2030) Doha, Qatar
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IMPORTANT DAYS / (p& &)W HITL&6iT

12. World Rabies Day 2026 - 28 September
2 6v5 CleuMBMIGSLY HleoTd 2026 - GleLIL LIy 28

World Rabies Day is observed every year on 28 September, the death anniversary of Louis Pasteur, who developed
the first effective rabies vaccine. The 2026 theme is 'Stronger Together'. The day is coordinated by the Global
Alliance for Rabies Control (GARC) and endorsed by the WHO.

2 608 GleuMBTISSHLY H6oTLD GReUG6UT(H QLevoT(HID QFLILDLIT 28 3i6Tm| B FflSaLILHIE DG - (PHEV LIWLIh)|6Ter
QeumIprilssly &bHILILFenw 2 (Heumdssliw spTuil LITeVLI enmbHe BT @&, 2026-94LD Sy650TIg65T & (THLIGLIT(H6T
'Stronger Together' (eetTN)lem6sOTHSMEL EUESIEMLD). 2 608 CleUMIBTULISSIY &L (HLILUTL(H& Fal LemwoLliL] (GARC)
@HBTENET 6(HaSHeN6TITHS MG 2 608 FHETHTT Senlil] (WHO) a5 fsHEmE).

KEY EXAM POINTS / @56y (p&&ws @l a6t

e Louis Pasteur died on 28 September 1895; he and Emile Roux first used the rabies vaccine on Joseph Meister on 6 July
1885.
ruf) LmsiuLy 1895 QFLILLDLIT 28 65T SHIT6VLDITEBTITI; 6L (THLD 6TV eHe D 1885 eg®enev 6 oistTm| GenmeL
EMLDENVLIT 6T60TM SFlMI61ET)|5(8) (PLSH65T(PH6V6L GleuMIBMLISESLY &HILILLE ClFa & Hleor.

* The first World Rabies Day campaign was held in 2007; it is co-sponsored by the WHO, WOAH, FAO, PAHO and the US
CDC.
(PSV 2 608 CleuMIBTILSESLY Sleot NFgamyd 2007-@6v BLESUILULLE; WHO, WOAH, FAO, PAHO wmm|b S6lwiflés
CDC oy flwene @)6en6seT 4576 i6Tflae 6oTm6oT.

* The global goal is 'Zero by 30' - zero human deaths from dog-mediated rabies by 2030, under the United Against
Rabies forum.
'Zero by 30' etesTLIg)| 2 6u&BsTTNW @608 () - 2030-8 (&6 BTSS! fLpeVD FHLI(HID CleumBTii&S Sy wesls
2 uNflpliysener LLgedlwioms@gev (United Against Rabies galLenwLliest &£LD).

* India accounts for roughly a third of global rabies deaths; its programmes are the National Rabies Control Programme
(NRCP) and NAPRE, launched in September 2021.
2 sugsmmallw GleumBrisssly @MmLiL|&erl60 &M epstTHIlen 62(F LIMkIE, @ b&lwmeiley Hlspslmsl; Caelw
Qeumprilssaly &L (HLurl(hg SILLb (NRCP) wmmib 2021 GlFiLbuiflsy GgrLrislinlL NAPRE gy flweneu
@hHwmaNesr Sl LmhiseT.

Static GK Connect

Rabies is caused by Lyssavirus (Rhabdoviridae family)
Case fatality rate once symptoms appear Almost 100%

GARC headquarters United States

Louis Pasteur's nationality French
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13. International Day for Universal Access to Information - 28 September

S&H6UN|BHBITET 2 6v&6emmallll 30|86V 55T6sT FeuCsH & HlevTibd - ClFLLuy 28

Observed on 28 September, the International Day for Universal Access to Information (IDUAI) 2026 carries the theme
'Upholding Information Integrity in the Digital Age: The role of access to information in addressing information
disorder'. The 2026 global conference is being held at Lungi, Sierra Leone from 28 to 30 September.

QFlILbUF 28 66T SHBIFFSSHLILIHID 586165 T 2 60&6mTell L au0)|Ha|SaT6T FJeUGs e Hleord (IDUAI) 2026-
@6t & (mHLIGILIM(HET: 'Upholding Information Integrity in the Digital Age' - 1983l L6b W &5H60 o660 CHTenLenIS
HMHH6V. 2026-91d Y 600TIg60T 2 6V&6mTalNwl MHT([H G\FLLDLIT 28 (P& 30 susniy Hwirm 65Guwimestles svimiguiley
BeOLCUMIE MEI.

KEY EXAM POINTS / Cgijey (p&Hws &mLa6T

* The day was proclaimed by UNESCO's General Conference at its 38th session on 17 November 2015 and adopted by
the UN General Assembly on 15 October 2019 through resolution A/RES/74/5.
wClesTenvCasmailest 38-ay 618 G\LITE| LMHBTLIg60 2015 HeubLF 17 etTm| @bHT6T HMleNSSLILILLG|; 0&E W BT (H 6T
Qurg|& Femu 2019 &GLTLT 15 oyettm) Hiyomestid A/RES/74/5 epevld i6m& efmmI&6l&messTLg).

¢ |t became a formal UN observance from 2020 and is led by UNESCO.
2020 W&6L @& 2. 6IT.-eN60T (LPeOMWITEST 6B FIfILIL| BTETTES TMIWE]; W 6leTenGasm @eng eufbLE SIS ME).

e The day links to Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and to Sustainable Development Goal target
16.10 on public access to information and fundamental freedoms.
@mbmIeT 2_susermallw esflg 2 flemwll NysLeTsSleT LNifle] 19 mMILD Hlemevw st susTiEs @eudE, 16.10
(BB6UIBETET CILITE| 2610|856V LDMHMILD SigliLienL 2 flenna6T) Qe mIL 6T Q&TLFLmLWS).

¢ India's corresponding legal instrument is the Right to Information Act, 2005, which came into force on 12 October
2005.
@nHlwrellsT @sM(E, @enestTwmesT FLLLD §86.160 MWD 2 flenwd &L LD, 2005 - @& 2005 Si&6LmUT 12 ostTm)
BEOLPDDES HSE!-

Static GK Connect

UNESCO headquarters / Director-General Paris, France / Audrey Azoulay
UNESCO founded 16 November 1945

UDHR Article 19 deals with Freedom of opinion and expression
SDG 16 Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions
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