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ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY / &hm|& (851060 & Lefluilwisy

1. Uttarakhand installs its first glacial lake early warning system at Vasundhara Tal
UGH ST 6016V 2 5 88 T6voTIg 68T (PSH6L LissflLiLimenm 6]if] (pesTClevTe&ifl&:6m8 Si6emIDLIL|

On 29 September 2026 a 20-member expedition was flagged off from the Uttarakhand Secretariat in Dehradun by
Chief Secretary Anand Bardhan to install the State's first glacial lake Early Warning System (EWS) at Vasundhara Tal
in Chamoli district, at about 15,000 feet. The pilot runs to 15 October 2026 and is coordinated by the Uttarakhand
State Disaster Management Authority with CBRI Roorkee as the technical lead.

2026 GlelLbuf 29 oyettm), CLIT([efl6L 2 6iT6T 2 5578 T80T Hen6venLog CF s S Hl60 @) (HhE &6n6VenLnsE
QEwevmery oy eoTHe LITg6st 20 GUIT Q& mesoTL (& (Wemeu eublen|Li) smeushsmy. FGmed wmeulLgHlsv &womy 15,000
Sllg 2 WTHH6V 2 61T6Ir eUsHSTT HT6L gfifluflev Wwrhlevg Sletr (WaH6v LssflliLmenm g1 (petTClesTEFIflHemnas SenLLisnL
(EWS) BimieyeuGs @ e6ir Crmassd. 2026 H&CLTUT 15 euen ] HenL6lUm|b @b (perGermiyd HLL&Hens

2 5578 metorl LMHlev CUIfILF GLOEVTESITEmLD Y EmEsTWILD 6(HMhISlenestTaE ME; &SI SLlgL LI GILIT(H6T Sy Fmligs
BimieuesTld (CBRI), emi& &) G MLSleVmIL LIS SHemevenlo ClUmmILiNey 2 6Terg).

KEY EXAM POINTS / Gsije (p&Hwss &ML &6l

* The team has 12 scientists from the Central Building Research Institute (CBRI) Roorkee and 2 from the Wadia Institute
of Himalayan Geology, Dehradun, escorted by SDRF, NDRF and ITBP personnel.
& WeN6v SHEW &L 19l L't Clum(meT o miigd himisusstid (CBRI), emi&ssluilev @ (mhH&l 12 696 (shmesflamhb, CLm(sst
AUl WIT @owinenev Hlevellwev HlmielesTadHlev @) (Hibg) 2 el(shehmesfl&EmLd 2 sitementi; SDRF, NDRF wmm b ITBP
eIy T&6IT LTS TLIL| 246Tfl& & 6oTm6uTT.

Instruments include a water level sensor, an Automatic Weather Station, snow depth sensors, 8 sub-surface
temperature sensors, water flow sensors and tilt or ground movement sensors, powered by solar units.
&(mellserflsv Byl L 2 esorifl, Smesflmif sumesflenev Hlemevwid, Lissfl @y Lp 2 esoriflgssit, 8 GmuFLifesr HLp
Qeuliublensy 2 ewrfl&ssT, EETTLL 2 6woTflaeT LMMILD eV en&Fa] 2 6woTSH6IT HLMIEGLD; (W WeTEmysHs0
QuikGL.

Because there is no mobile network at that altitude, data will be relayed by satellite communication and Low Earth
Orbit devices to a control room in Dehradun.

SIbS 2 WTEHH 6L emasCLE eUemevIenLLIL] @6V6VTEHSTEV, ST &H6T ClFWMNensSCHT6T GG TLIL LMHMID ST Ll
somleul L ILmeng (LEO) sngesrrissT sublwims GLym(Essflsb 2 simem &L (HILLML(h Sienm &8 s ItiLhHl.

The National Remote Sensing Centre counted 344 glacial lakes in Uttarakhand (2023 data); the NDMA classified 13 of
them as high risk, spread over Pithoragarh (6), Chamoli (4), Bageshwar, Tehri Garhwal and Uttarkashi (1 each).
Vasundhara Tal is a Category-A, highest-risk lake.

GCaHw Q5 TenenGHTs @ 2 6mrie| enwwibd (NRSC) 2023 sressifleTLly 2 &5 T8 meurigs) 344 LssflliLimenm eiflsener
sewTs &L (hleTerg; @eummlsv 13 giflsener NDMA oifls oL g 6Tarene eTests ST LNl gl6Teng — LN&CH M (6),
FGmedl (4), UTCHEL6UT, GG &FeUmey, 2 S5THMH (HesflHHes1GW 1). eUGHSTT HT60 'A' 6Uens, H&

QLIS S|6IT6T 6]1f).

A GLOF (Glacial Lake Outburst Flood) is the sudden release of water when a moraine dam, ice dam or unstable slope
fails. Indian precedents: Kedarnath 2013 (Chorabari Tal), Chamoli-Rishiganga February 2021 and the South Lhonak
Lake GLOF in Sikkim in October 2023.

uesflliLimenm e71fl GleulgLiL] GleusiTerrd (GLOF) eredrLIgy| LissfILiLIMemM&Es &M &6 wev 2{emetst, Lissfl iememsr Bi6V6vg)
Blemevwimm &ifley 2 enLbgl Hliebys B QeuaflCumisaug). @nb&Hlwmalsy (peiT hspea|seT: 2013 CaHETIHTS
(Cemrumifl smev), 2021 uFeuifl #GwTEA-fladlamigm, 2023 H&sCLTUF H&lbleT 6lgm & Cevmests eifl GLOF.

Static GK Connect

Vasundhara Tal is located in Chamoli district, Uttarakhand (~15,000 ft / ~4,500 m)
Technical lead institute CBRI Roorkee (CSIR lab), with Wadia Institute, Dehradun
NDMA constituted under Disaster Management Act, 2005; chaired by the Prime Minister

NGRMP high-risk glacial lakes in the Indian

. 189 identified out of about 7,500 glacial lakes
Himalaya

NRSC is a centre of ISRO, headquartered at Hyderabad
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POLITY & GOVERNANCE / oiy&lwevenioLiL] & L&

2. Five new sites added to India's UNESCO World Heritage Tentative List, total rises to

78
@nHlwmailest wjclesTevCam HMHeTedlsLI LILIgu16dl6v 2Whg] LW SHemmis6T; ClonssLd 78

On 29 September 2026 the Union Ministry of Culture announced that five new entries had been added to India's
UNESCO World Heritage Tentative List, taking the total to 78 properties. Four of the five are in Madhya Pradesh; the
fifth is a transnational serial nomination shared with South Africa on the sites of Satyagraha.

2026 Q&FLLbU 29 oetTmI, @HSHlwmellest welsrenGam 2 susslt Lmgbuflw &MamedlsLl Ll lguleSley emg Ligw
S6TmIS6T CarsaLILL(hHeTersms wHSH W LesoTUTL (h Henw&ssd M eNSs58!; @ SH6erTen Clomss eTetsTesnl&Eens 78
QU5 2 WIHSHG!. WHSH6L HITedTE LSHH WL NTCHEFSHHV 2 6T6mesT; WHSHTEUG|, F&HHITEHTEHS SH6ThISH6T GG TLTLITS
CzetteTmLINf & & me LT @enerThgl FFLINSSULLL LUsVBTL(H eufleng LfibgenT.

KEY EXAM POINTS / Gsijey (p&Hwss (&ML seir

* The five entries are the Bagh Cave paintings; the Group of Temples of the Chambal Valley (Bateshwar, Padavali and
Kakarmath); the Udaigiri Caves; Ginnorgarh fort; and 'The Sites of Satyagraha: The Emergence and
Institutionalization of the Non-Violent Movement'.

DHE| HEMMRIGET: LITE (5608 §aLIMIGET; FIDLIGV LIGTeTS5TE G Camuilsy 61gmEdH (LGHewueu, LILToU6S, H&T105);
2 HWHIf G0&H6T; HleTCeTTiasy CHILenL; LMHMILD 'FHHEWTSTEHS SETMHISHET — eUT(PERN MMM @) W18 888 60T
GCamHmULD HMIEUTLONSS(LPLD'.

The Satyagraha nomination has nine components, pared down from 22 in an earlier 2014 proposal: Pietermaritzburg
Railway Station and the Phoenix Settlement in South Africa, and Sabarmati Ashram, Mani Bhavan, Sevagram Ashram,
Aga Khan Palace, the Harijan Sevak Sangh complex, Gandhi Smriti and the Champaran Satyagraha memorial in India.
FHHWTEITE LIflHSIenTUI6e 665TLIS| Fam|seT 2 6Temet; 2014-@\6v (pesTGIMAlWLILILL 22 Famiseflsv @) (HHg)
GM&sLULLLE|: OgsrarmiNflssmaisy L Fwmfllevufs Fuiley Hlemeuwbd wHmIb Fesfléen & LgumuiL;
@naHlwrellsy FUFLE Y F T, wessfl Lieusst, Caeum&ITmD o FIFoL, Y &TST6T B FesoToenesT, amiflesst GFeus Fmigs
6UETTELD, SITHE) 6NV (HE) LOMM|LD FOLITTEsT FSHHWTE TS HlenesrallLLd.

The Satyagraha dossier was submitted to UNESCO on 3 September 2026 by the Ministry of Culture with the
Archaeological Survey of India.

FHHMTEITE 461168018 GIGHM(ELIL 2026 ClFLILDLIF 3 6tTm| LIesoTUTL () H6MDEFHS STV @HHILIS 6 &HTeveSwisy
2 UI6YS GlemMUL6ST @enestTha| WGlesrenCamallLLd FFLiNesLILLL ).

The Bagh Caves are nine rock-cut Buddhist caves of the 4th-6th century CE in the Vindhyan range, famed for their
Gupta-period murals and often called the 'Ajanta of Madhya Pradesh'. The Udaigiri Caves (about 20 caves) carry the
celebrated Gupta-era Varaha panel.

UTE (§6n&&6T alhS W enevS6lSTLIfl6L &).19. 4-6941b BTHMTETTENLE C&FIHS (R6ITLIG| LITeNM (H6NL6Y GILI6TSHSHE
(GMSBSH6T; (HLST &6V FeuGrmeNwniss6mse @ Ll Lspelummenesy; e HWL NTECHesSH 6T SR HST!
sreoTLILI(Hhlsarment. 2 HWENS] Gensserflev (&wmy 20) Laspelumm GLIST &mev eurmes FHLL LIeVens 2 6T6rg).

A property must remain on the Tentative List for at least one year before a formal nomination dossier can be
considered. A Tentative List entry is NOT a World Heritage Site.

R H6MD (Wemmwimest LflhglenrsGLl uflFellsasluL, @&smmbasl rmss(h SnameSlsl UL iguieSley @)(maas
GeussoT(Hld. HH&MeN&L LILIgwedlsh @ LIDGILMIaIS| 2 6vsL1 UTFLUFILS S6ITLD 6T6iTLISM G FLOD {606V,

Static GK Connect

World Heritage Convention adopted 1972 by UNESCO; India ratified it in 1977
UNESCO headquarters Paris, France
India's Tentative List total after this addition 78 properties

Inscribed World Heritage Sites in Madhya

Pradesh Khajuraho, Sanchi and Bhimbetka

Nodal bodies for the Satyagraha dossier Ministry of Culture and the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI)
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3. Jharkhand's 'Mandar' folk drum receives the Geographical Indication tag

RMIS65eTIR60 'WIbST BIL(HILLM CemsHmE Lellemy GmMluifh

On 29 September 2026 the Mandar, a centuries-old double-headed clay folk drum of Jharkhand, received a
Geographical Indication (Gl) tag. The application, numbered 777 and filed in 2021 by the Raidih Mandar Producer
Company Limited of Jarjatta village in Gumla district, was cleared after a final hearing in January 2025.

2026 GIEFLILLDUIF 29 S{60Tm), EOMT8600TIg60T [HITMMTeB0T(H &6 LILPeMLOWITEsT @IFLenL (&L GlasmesorL &erflLoesor
BTLHUY Goerwmest 'wh&T Hellamy @GmIuih (Gl) QUMME]. &PV meULLLD RFRLLT SFTo&Henss CaibH
) HST 2 MHLUSSWTETY HlmielesTd 2021-@)6v &HTEE60 Clguls 777 eTetTm 6TesoTesn|6TeT 6lesoresorLiLID, 2025
seoreuiflulev @midh) eSlEmrenssores &Ll LM &G gMHaLILILLE).

KEY EXAM POINTS / Gsije (p&Hwss &mILIL &6l

* The Mandar has a hollow baked red-clay shell bulging at the middle, with animal-hide membranes on both ends
bound by braided leather cords and slung from a shoulder strap so it can be played in procession.
ST GLeTs S 60T 69(h &L Gl&FDLDETITEEITTEY 460T8); HhleNlsv FMHMI LienL &) (HEELD. @) (H (penerrsarflsv|b allsumki&s
GoImev LILeVaIS6T LNetTerTLILILL G&H b sumIsemmsy @misasLiu{Hib; ComeTulenLullsy G&mrhisEall () 2ariealsusdlev
sum&aLIL(HID.

Its two heads are deliberately unequal: the narrower right head gives a higher pitch and the broader left head a deep
bass. The smaller head is treated with a black tuning paste called 'Kiran'.

@\ (WamisEHLD GeustoT(HCleTGM FOWMMEN6: (FHMIHW UG (PSHLD 2 W S (HHEOWIWLD, HSH6TD @ILG| (PSLD
QLB GILELGeVTEmFEMWIWL|LD S (HLD. FMIW (WP&S5H 60 'Slyesor' sTeorlILI(HID S(HLIL| F(HHS Hevensu LLFLILIHISIDE].

It is played by the Oraon, Munda, Santhal and Ho tribal communities at the Sarhul and Karma festivals, harvest
celebrations, weddings and village folk dances.

@RIIT6U, (LPEBOTLIT, FHSHTEV LOMMID COMT LILPHIEGLy FEPSHBISET FFOMITD, SHITLOM LITITIY60SHEH6T, SiM|6L6HL S

Q& mesoTLITL L BIS6T, &)(HLO6TTRISSET MHMILD ST BT (HILLM BLesTRIS6I ey @lens sumdls&leTment.

The application cited anthropological records spanning a century, including the works of Sarat Chandra Roy (1915),
Tarak Chandra Das (1931) and W.G. Archer (1940).

Fr8 FHS\T 7rl (1915), 5178 FHEHT Smev (1931), LiNsiTw,.o3). o i&sy (1940) 2 smafllL ep(h mBITHMTessT(H) Srev
TN a6V QY eIETTRISEn6T el6sTesoTLILILD GLOMHCSSTET &TLigWig|.

Jharkhand's first GI was the Sohrai-Khovar painting of Hazaribagh (2020); in June 2026 the State received Gl tags for
11 more products including Kuchai silk saree, Dokra craft, Tussar silk and Jadopatia painting.

SOM&H6uTIg60T (P&H6L L&y GmIui(h ameriflurséler Camamymil-Gameurmy speflwib (2020); 2026 wwdesflev GFens
UL (L YLemeu, CLT&TT smssellenest, &7 UL (), @GLTUgwT ¢eeSlwid 2 smerfliL Goevb 11 GILIM(HL 86T S LOMH6VLD
yedlemy @nluik) Clupms.

Static GK Connect

Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection)

Gl governed in India by Act, 1999 (in force 15 Sept 2003)

Geographical Indications Registry located at Chennai, Tamil Nadu

Registrar of Geographical Indications Controller General of Patents, Designs and Trade Marks (CGPDTM)
Administrative ministry DPIIT, Ministry of Commerce and Industry

Gl validity / India's first Gl 10 years, renewable / Darjeeling tea (2004-05)
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DEFENCE & NATIONAL / ungismiiL & Gs&lwib

4. Second edition of the Naval Commanders' Conference 2026 begins in New Delhi
sLOUNLE HemLSasiT b 2026-@\est @ yesarLmd LISILIL LgIHlevedluilsv Q& mLg 81D

The second edition of the Naval Commanders' Conference 2026, the Indian Navy's apex biannual leadership forum,
began at Nausena Bhawan, New Delhi on 29 September 2026 and runs to 1 October. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
interacted with the Naval Commanders on the opening day, and Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Krishna
Swaminathan delivered the inaugural address.

@HEH WS sLHLEOLUN6IT 2 WITLOLL D FUITessT(h SH606V6ML0E Fal LLOTET SLMHLINLS SeTLSH &6 mbHm([H 2026-@)esr
@\ yevorLmid LKL, 2026 GIFULLDLIT 29 et L& 6060 QBerGaeT Lisussiley Qg mLmbis o&sCLTUF 1 eueniy
BeOLCLMIEMGI. CHTLES BT6fley LUTHISTLIL| SENEFFT FTTRBTS Flhi HLMHLINLES &H6ITLIS & (6T L 65T
H6V[HG|EOTWITIQETTITT; SHLMHLINLE &MV &ML L LOIT6L &) (HE%6TTT S6UTLOBTSHE CISHTLES 2 6MIT
H&p&HSeoTm.

KEY EXAM POINTS / G ey (p&Hlws: &ML se6ir

¢ Rajnath Singh told the commanders that 'if the seas are secure, India will be secure', described India as the first
responder and preferred security partner in the Indian Ocean Region, and called for stronger maritime surveillance
and operational responsiveness.
'BL6VSET LITG|STLUILITS @)(HHSTEL @IS LITHISTLILITS @)(HE G’ 6T60T FTRImTE Flhl HerLghasfliD gamlesri;
@HAHWL QLHRISLE LIGHUN @BHIWT (pSHeL 2 SeNWLITeTFTEHe|b 69 (HLILIDTET LITGISTLILL Lhi&Teflmgse]|b
2 6iTeng)| 6T6vT8s (GMILILNL (), HLELETT SevorsmessiILisnLIL|b ClFwevLT(hg SwmibHlenevsniiubd eus)LiLi(h&H5Hs
Gamiflestimiy.

He praised Operation Urja Suraksha, the Navy's mission to escort Indian-flagged merchant vessels, especially LPG
tankers, safely through the Strait of Hormuz amid the West Asia crisis.

Guhsrdaw GCIbmesgullstT CUITg Cammiwsn meugnhs) ubluimg @n&Hlws 6y ghmiw eusssiles sLiLeVsenaT,
GOILLTS LPG &LL6V&m6T, UTGISTLULNS eUPBLSSHID ' LICTON6IT DEMFOM SHTFakT HLEUYSHNSHEN W S{6UTT
UIMTTTLIg6sTIT.

India imports about 85 to 90 per cent of its crude oil and roughly half of its natural gas by sea, which is why sea lines
of communication are central to the Navy's energy-security role.

@BHEWIT SH6vT8)| HEEFT eT6voTCl6sOTUIN6L &M 85 (LPSHEL 90 FHTHHENSH WD, @UWIMens eTifleumuedlsd gFmes Eenmuwl
UTSlemWLLD &L6V eULPlWITE: @M&E&HWE) CFWEME); sTeaaTGou SL6V GISTLIL eUhSHSLMmIS6T SLDLEHL U6 6rflgFsS)LI
UITgISTLILL LIMI&6V 60L0WILDTETEn6M.

* The agenda covers operations, materiel and combat readiness, logistics, human resources and training, along with
the induction of artificial intelligence, big data analysis, autonomous systems and cyber operations. The guiding
framework is 'JAlI' — Jointness, Aatmanirbharta and Innovation.

Bl& &) Bledlev BL6g Senss6T, CUITTS SWTIHemey, S6meUrLLD, wesflseuerd wmmIb LuNMHE oy flweummiL st
Crwmens missoTesoTml6y, GILI(HHSTe| LIGLILITUIGY, H6Tes LSS HenLLIL|&6T, @lenesoTw6lausrf [HL 6L &6m& &6
Gyl SILMIEGD. euflsTL(HID SLLenwliL JAl' — Fallgenemnte], HeoTesllenmey, s TeeLD.

The first edition, held in April 2026, saw the release of the Indian Navy Maritime Security Strategy (INMSS-2026) by
the then Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Dinesh Kumar Tripathi.

2026 gLigedlev BLHS (P&H6L LISILILN6Y, HLCUTEnS W SLHLINLE Hen6V60LE SerLig L L8IT60 &HlCesTein (&HLOMT
Hiflurd) @QBHSHIWE SLHLEOL SLOFTT LUMGISTLIL 2 SHlenw (INMSS-2026) Gleustluil L.

Static GK Connect

Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Krishna Swaminathan, 27th CNS, took charge 31 May 2026
Chief of Defence Staff General N. S. Raja Subramani (since 31 May 2026)

Naval Headquarters Nausena Bhawan, New Delhi

Indian Navy's three commands Western (Mumbai), Eastern (Visakhapatnam), Southern (Kochi)
Navy Day in India 4 December, marking Operation Trident (1971)
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ECONOMY & INTERNATIONAL / Glum(mermsmiyb & s7euGs &

5. India sets a foodgrain production target of 373.93 million tonnes for 2026-27
2026-278:(5 373.93 l6vedlwiest L6bT 2 650T6Y HM6sfl 2 MLISH) @levs: (5

At the conclusion of the National Conference on Agriculture for the Rabi Campaign 2026 on 29 September 2026 at
the NASC Complex, Pusa, New Delhi, Union Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
announced a foodgrain production target of 373.93 million tonnes for 2026-27, lower than the record 376.56 million
tonnes actually produced in 2025-26.

2026 QlEliLbuy 29 iettm) 15166060 LigmaNsy 2 6item NASC susmmasSlev menL Glumm 719 Nygemyd 2026 Ce&w
GeueITmesoTemLD LOMBTLL960T [Hlen M6y, L& HW GeuemmesoTemio LOMMILD N6UFTUNSHET [H6VSHSHIENM HEMLEFFT FleuFmen
Fmi Qlgsmasmest, 2026-278(8, 373.93 WsvedlWwesT L6tT 2 65076 SHTesill 2 MHLISSH @evsens SIMleNSSTT. @&l 2025-26-
©)6v 2 eEuTenLOUN6L 2 MLISSHLITET FTSHEM6T 6meUTest 376.56 L5l6v60lWI6dT LetTement elL& (&6MMeY.

KEY EXAM POINTS / G5 e (p&&lws @LiLser

* Season-wise targets for 2026-27: kharif 196.21 million tonnes and rabi 177.72 million tonnes. The 2025-26 target had
been 362.60 million tonnes, against which actual output reached 376.56 million tonnes.
2026-27 L(meu sumflwimest @evs&&6iT: &Mifloolt 196.21 8levedlwisst Leot, 7191 177.72 1hleveSluiest LeoT. 2025-26-@) 60T
©)6v8:5 362.60 Ll6L6OIWLIET L6DT; HHM(& THTTE 2 _655TemD 2 MHLISHSH) 376.56 L5160601WI6HT LetTEm6uT 6TL L9 U1

* The lower target reflects El Nino conditions, an uneven monsoon with about a 12 per cent rainfall deficit, and water
stress. Five States were flagged for drought concern: Karnataka, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and
Rajasthan.

GODHS @608 &, 6160 HIGETIT (HlemevenLos6iT, &M 12 568 WenpLl GlLmleyls LiMMTE: &6emm|L6bT FLOMHM
U(meuwsnLp mmI Bl NyFflenestenw LNFHLNSSIMG]. euDLE SIFFLD Cl&TeBsTL SOMh& LOMIH 6V IS 6T
FLIgSSTLLLLILL6ST: SFBTLST, STITakYTT, QhHTL INFECHFLD, Clge0mISTesTT MMILD [FTE6M & T6sT.

Kharif acreage fell about 1 per cent overall, with paddy down by about 16.32 lakh hectares; maize, soybean and
cotton also declined, while urad, bajra, jowar, sesame, sunflower, moong and tur rose.

&Miflsolt LILF LFLiLemey GITEHSHSHSH60 &MY 1 #5655 &OMHSS!; 6ClH6L &WMF 16.32 euL&D GlamsGLIy
GODHSHGI. &HHTECETsTLD, GFmMSesT, Li(HSHSHILD FHMMHSH6T; 2 (6THHGI, &L, GFT6TLD, 6T, (G NWsTHE),
urALLWM| LMHMID HIUNT S\ & &S 60T

A new campaign, 'Khet Bachao Abhiyan' (Save the Farm Campaign), was announced for 22 October to 30 November
2026, promoting balanced fertiliser use and climate-resilient practices.

'Cag LFEFTGOUT SLNwimedT' (LIsToTem6mOTEnILS STLGLITD @WsSssLd) sTestm LSl LNFEETTD 2026 H&CLTUIT 22 (P&H60
BeubUF 30 euen i SiMlefN&eLILLL |, FWEEFT 2 FU LwsesTUm(h LMHMILD STeVHlemevs STmhiELD aTleUFTW (LPEDMm&Hen 6
o6 g (5618 GLD.

States projected a rabi 2026-27 fertiliser requirement of about 38 million tonnes of urea, DAP and NPK against
national stocks of 16.3 million tonnes. Policy thrust: self-reliance in pulses and oilseeds, natural farming, seed reforms
and digital agriculture.

2026-27 719 LmeuS S & Wflwim, DAP whmib NPK CEFg g &y 38 Ll60eSlWi6sT LedT 2L G&Hemew 6T6oT LOMIH 6V MhISET
sevflg g 60r; CoHFW @\(HLIL 16.3 WlevedlwiesT LetT. QlasmeTens (peiTen|iflenin: Li(hLIL MMILD eTessToleworiil 1&g &6rflev
setesilenme, @uimensd Ceuermessrenio, eNlemsH g FijH)(HEHSLD MHMID WleiTesfleud e GousTmesTenLo.

Static GK Connect

Cereals (rice, wheat, maize, jowar, bajra, barley) and pulses (gram,

AL L LA LA tur, urad, moong, lentil)
Crop year in India July to June

Kharif sown with the south-west monsoon (June-July); Rabi sown

LU LA LTICLL ] October-December

Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan

India's rank in rice and wheat production 2nd in the world in both (after China)
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6. Fatima Ezzahra El Mansouri becomes Morocco's first woman Prime Minister

Qs Gasmailest (PsH6ev ClLessT LNTHLIDITE coLITSH)IDIT 6T6NVENVAMITIT 6T6V LDEST(Ssf

On 29 September 2026 King Mohammed VI appointed Fatima Ezzahra El Mansouri as Head of Government, making
her Morocco's first woman Prime Minister and the third woman to hold the office in the Arab world. The appointment
followed the 23 September 2026 general election, in which her Authenticity and Modernity Party (PAM) won the most
seats.

2026 QlElILDLIT 29 S|60TM)] LDEITEOTIT Q,MITLD (&SI, soliTSSIDIT TEVENVAMITIT 6T6V LO6ST(S5Flenl S TEFThISHS
HEM6V6UITTE HILILSISSET. @) &60T eLpevld ey ClomymaGasmedlsst (P&6v GlLeseT LNFSHLWTTED, HTL 2608160 @HSHLI
ugellenw eu &G TS| CLIGSITERTTS D 6oy, 2026 QFLLLUT 23 o6tTm)| HenL6ILMM G\LITEIS
Co75H60160 B6UTE) 2 6TITENLISSH6TEOLD LOMMILD HeSerTs G618 &Ll (PAM) 34H s @)L miGen6T CleUaTNenSs CISTLIHS!
@\bhS HILILD6TLD.

KEY EXAM POINTS / CGijey p&Hws: &ML se6ir

¢ She is the third woman Prime Minister in the Arab world, after Tunisia's Najla Bouden (2021-2023) and Tunisia's Sarra
Zaafrani Zenzri (since March 2025).
gleofFlwimalesr BEsum GlLieTLeT (2021-2023) HMILD glesfHlwmeilest FFym msoLifmesfl Glgnestervifl (2025 WMFE (LPSH6L)
UHCUMHE G LND(E, ST 2-60&l6tT epstTmmeUs| GlLisseT NTSLWOF @6ur.

* Aged 50, a lawyer by profession, she was first elected Mayor of Marrakesh in 2009 as the city's youngest and first
woman mayor, and served again from 2021. Since October 2021 she has been Minister of National Spatial Planning,
Urban Development, Housing and City Policy.

50 suwgmest, GGV (PemmUN6L 6uLPSSHM(EhTTEsT @6y, 2009-@)6v LITCHaS: HSIF6T @ 6TLD 6UWIG)] LDMHMILD (LPSH6V
Gluster CWTTss CaFHeSHI&BSUULLTY; 2021 (W&6v WestT(hHib Lged suhsamy. 2021 H&GLTUT (P&H6v CaHFlw Hlevll
u&lFeys SILLLOIL6L, BaFLiLm Cubum), eSL(Hleusdh LHmID HETE C\STETMSES &M HEDEFTTES @) (HHSITH.

In the 23 September 2026 election to the 395-member House of Representatives, PAM won 97 seats, the National
Rally of Independents (RNI) 66, Istiglal 65 and the Justice and Development Party (PJD) 54. Turnout was 38.08 per
cent, down 12.78 points.

2026 GlFLLbLy 23 ojestm| 395 2 L6 GCl&mesoTL L& &6emeneus @) BLbHS CaHIsHe060 PAM 97 @)L s,

&5h&\TrseMer Caws FalLenwlil (RNI) 66, @sudlaeumsy 65, 56 wMmI eusTi&ss &Ll (P)D) 54 @)L migsenerT

QleussTment. eumss G LiLige 38.08 569510, 12.78 L6Terfls6T (GHsnme.

* Under Morocco's 2011 Constitution the King must appoint the Head of Government from the party winning the most
seats; 198 seats are needed for a majority, so she must now form a coalition. She succeeds Aziz Akhannouch of the
RNI.

QorrrsGamailstt 2011 rdlwevenwliNesr £, HHs QLRISnsT GlousTm &L FuNeS(HHES HTFTRISHS HensveLeny
Lo6dTeoTIy WIS &8 Geustot(hLd; GClL(HLOLITETEnLOE & 198 @)L MhigsT GHemel, sTeaTGou Si6uTT Fal Lewoll Si6mLDEESH
Geustr(HLd. RNI-@)68T Bi28610 B8 &06lesTemE &85 &L LNM(E LseNGumHE M.

* Morocco is a constitutional monarchy in which the King retains control of foreign policy, defence and religious affairs,

while the Head of Government runs the cabinet and day-to-day administration.

QoryreGam e SrdFlwevenoliL] (Pipwmld); Cleusfluymeys GClamsTenss, LIT&ISTLIL| LDMHMILD &L TTEIS6T

LoedTeuTifl60T SL(HILILIML 60 @) (HEGLD, HTEFMMISHS SHEMEVEUT HENLDEFTENOEUHIILILD SHSTMTL [HF6UTESH6m & W|LD

FHeUes LU,

Static GK Connect

Morocco: capital / largest city Rabat / Casablanca
Currency of Morocco Moroccan dirham
King of Morocco Mohammed VI (since 1999), Alaouite dynasty

Bicameral: House of Representatives (395) and House of

Morocco's parliament .
Councillors

Strait separating Morocco from Europe Strait of Gibraltar
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TAMIL NADU SPECIAL / 5101pmm(H) Hmiiy

7. Tamil Nadu orders that no ration card be blocked from 1 October despite the Union

e-KYC circular
& HW rHflest e-KYC smmmls&ens @) (hhSCLUNGILD SHCLTUT 1 (p&6L 6THEE (8 (HDL S{L6BLW|LD
WLSSUILLTSI: SOIDHT(H s

On 30 September 2026 the Tamil Nadu government directed that no ration card in the State be blocked or
deactivated from 1 October 2026, notwithstanding a Union government circular ordering suspension of entitlements
for Priority Household (PHH) and Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) cardholders who had not drawn rations for six months

or more.
2026 QLU 30 60TM), M| LDMTHEISET HEV6VG| SHSHM G CLosvrs Craxsst ClLM(HLEen6TL GlLMTE (LP6tTen)|flemLd
&b \bud (PHH) HmIb SbSCWITSWIT ostTest GuImTeestT (AAY) SiLemL&myrserfler 2 flenwgssner HmI&Hs

2 §5realllL LHEH W HrFleT &HHMmM&Henss @) (HHaoUNgID, 2026 H&ECLTUT 1 (p&6L WhHleug ey 6Thss (& HbL
SiLemLb (WLESULLGCeUT GlEwedpssiLLGalr FalLmgl eTeTm| SLODBET[H HTs 2 SHTellLg|.

KEY EXAM POINTS / Gsije (p&Hlws (&mILILse6ir

e The order was issued by the Co-operation, Food and Consumer Protection Department to Taluk Supply Officers and
Assistant Commissioners, directing them to ensure no card is blocked.
Fal (Hhmey, 2 6sTe LOMMILD HISFTEEUTT LITGISTLILS &l6nM, 6ULL 6LULPMISEV SI6VI6U6VTE6T LMHMID 2 &Hail
SLEMETIT LTS (6THE: (&) @HSH 2 SSHTe06U 6ULPMIS), 6THES SILeMLWLD (PLESLILILTIDN 2 NS CFIWLS SamlLig).

Tamil Nadu has 2.28 crore ration cards covering 7.01 crore beneficiaries, of which about 1.18 crore cardholders fall in
the PHH and AAY categories.

SOPHTLIg6L 2.28 Gamiy (§(H DL SLemL&6IT 2 6iTemerT; 7.01 Gamig LiwiesTmef&emer 2 aTemL &l weneal. @eummley
&y 1.18 Gamy SiLenLgmrisssT PHH wmmib AAY 19ifleNsv eumaleTmestr.

e-KYC completion in the State stood at 96.69 per cent as on 30 September 2026, up from 95.44 per cent in July 2026;
4,49,663 PHH and AAY beneficiaries were assisted through seven special camps.

wrhleug s e-KYC Hlemmey 2026 GlaLliLbui 30 HleveurLiLlg 96.69 &5eis; 2026 2o9emevuiley @\ &) 95.44 #5650Ms
@ mbsE. g FLL (peTbasT euflwims 4,49,663 PHH wmmib AAY Lwestmefl&EmhsE 286 ClawwiulLg|.

e-KYC is completed biometrically through fingerprint or iris verification. The State's stated grounds for refusing to
block cards were welfare considerations and the absence of data identifying unused Priority Household cards.
e-KYC ensailsy GCremas 3i606v8)| setorss(HafLl FflumFLiL epsud 2 uNfoiereSi () wemmuilev Hlemme
QrwlILBIEMS]. HLDOLSEDET (PLES LMISSHSHME LTIHI6VLD Famlwl STFestThISS6T: HeVedTL|fl8 & (HHSTUl6] 6T
LMHMID LWeTUHSHLILLTS (PesTenliflenld & (H DL L EDLSENET S{6MLILITETLD ST SHI6Y @6V6VTenLD.

Rs. 17,068 crore has been allocated to the Food and Co-operation Department for the current fiscal year. Tamil Nadu
runs one of India's few universal public distribution systems and supplies rice free of cost.

BLLIL Bl WmessTigsh 2 6tT6) LOMHMILD Fal (HM6ys Slemma S em.17,068 Camiy &8s UL (HsiTerg). @ b&lwimailey
2 sussmmellw Glurg| eNBICWITS (enmenws ClamessrL lsv Wmhlevraseflsy SLPHT([H e@etTmI; SiflFlemw @eveugFioms

SUPRIGEIDS).
Static GK Connect
National Food Security Act 2013; covers up to 75% rural and 50% urban population

AAY entitlement / PHH entitlement 35 kg foodgrains per household per month / 5 kg per person per

month
Antyodaya Anna Yojana launched December 2000
Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies Corporation
R 1972
established
Union nodal ministry Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution
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8. Madras High Court declines a CBI probe in the Gem Veeramani POCSO case, asks
petitioner to trust the SIT

Clgg1b 6SyLo685fl POCSO 6ulp&&lev FliNgy a&myenssorss: (s, MILIL]; FIMLIL] 6 &FTFen6soTss (5 (LD 616U
BLoUS Camiflu 2 wiFBHloesTmLd

On 30 September 2026 Justice V. Lakshminarayanan of the Madras High Court declined to transfer the investigation
in the Gem Granites chairman R. Veeramani POCSO case from the State Special Investigation Team to the CBI,
observing that the SIT had been formed barely four days earlier and that the Tamil Nadu police do not have a crystal
ball or a magic wand to gather all evidence at once.

2026 Q&ULLbU 30 o6tTm), GlFesTenest 2 WFH& 6tTM BHWTEFT Glou. evFaubBTTTwensTeT, Glgold &HlFmenesTL6r
Hemevell] o7 6rewsfl g mesr POCSO euLp&&let edlgmyensssreniil LomHlsv FMLiL| eS&mrenesrss & (WelLLS)(HbHE
FNg-8 & LTOHM LMISSTY. FIMLIL NEFTTeN6TTE (& (LD BT (G, BITLEETHS(E) (PeTGL HeMDSHSHLILILL MBI,
SIEMETH G| UHTIEISHEN6TLLD Gy CrIsHHev Caaifleass SIDBTH SmeusvgIenmUIILLD LMW SeoTesaTmieGUIT LOHS TE
GarGeum @)6V6m6L ETEITLIENSHWILD H6UTT &rlLg &ML Ig6BTITI.

KEY EXAM POINTS / Gy (p&Hlws &mlLL g6

* The petition, W.P. (Crl.) No. 2605 of 2026, was filed by an investigative journalist, Varaaki, seeking transfer of the case
to the CBI. The judge described it as a 'publicity interest litigation' and cautioned against politicising a child sexual
abuse case.

W.P. (Crl.) eresor 2605/2026 6T65T LOEB), 6ULPEEMS &FLNED-8 (&) MMHME CHMl Dy ie] @) &LEIWLIGVTST 6UTTE T6dTLIAUTTEV
BMH8560 GlEIWLILLLg|. @6ng 'al6mbLIT BV eUps @, steot BHWTET eNleuflE g, (GLHmSS6IT LBSTesT LITedlwlsy
6UGTOST(HENLD ULPSHENSH HTFILIEVTEG6UHME) THTTE TFFFISHSHTT.

* The FIR invokes Sections 7, 8, 15(1) and 21(1) of the POCSO Act, Sections 354A, 354C, 201 and 120B of the IPC, and
Sections 66E and 67B of the Information Technology Act.
WPBHL H&6U6L SMlEemasuilev POCSO Ll Lg et Kifleyser 7, 8, 15(1), 21(1), @bHw SHetorLenests &L L& Hleor
NifleyassT 354A, 354C, 201, 120B wmmIb H&Heuev GGTHevmILLE FLLSS6T NifleyseT 66E, 67B oy flwensu
QuUM(mHBH&ILD.

* The Special Investigation Team was constituted around 26 September 2026 with four women officers. The petitioner
was directed to place her material before the SIT on 1 October 2026.
AL eNeryenewts & 2026 GIFLULDUT 26 i6TM) HTedT(E ClLIeTT HHSTIS&ETHL6IT HeMDESILILLG]. LOD|STIT
&H60T8)| LELETITRISEN6T 2026 HSHCLTUF 1 6tTm)| (H(WeNLLb FFLINGES 2 &5 el LILLLTT.

Under Section 6 of the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act, 1946, the CBI needs the consent of a State government
to investigate within that State; this is the standing legal issue behind every plea to transfer a case to the CBI.

1946 QIL6ved) HALiL &meuev LsmL Himieuests FLLg ot Lifley 6-@)6tT &Lp, (1 LOMHleV&HHl6v e & TTem6ser [5L&5
F-85 b LTIH6L HTFl6T @LILIH6L CHemel; FILND-8(8) 6ULPS08 LTHME CaHM(HLD ¢616)6UM(T Len) e 6ot
Netrestessfluflevid 2 sier Hlemevwimest &L Ny&Flene @&

The POCSO Act, 2012 is gender-neutral, defines a child as anyone under 18, and was amended in 2019 to provide the
death penalty for aggravated penetrative sexual assault. Section 21 punishes failure to report an offence.

2012 POCSO &L LLb umedlest B(HiBlenevILTesTg); 18 aUIg|8 &S (86D M6UTeToUsNT '(GLHens' eTetTs: (HMI&HSM&I; 2019-
@60 H(mHsBzULL®H, ST 26m(H)(Heb LTedwsh e1eiT6&T(Hen D8 () LDFETIT SH6ToTLEN6T UPMmISLILILLE). Niflay 21
BDDSMSS CI5eNEES Heimiaenss SeETSEEDS.

Static GK Connect

Madras High Court established 1862, under the Indian High Courts Act, 1861

Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court set up 2004; jurisdiction over Tamil Nadu and Puducherry

14 November 2012; nodal ministry: Women and Child

POCSO Act came into force
Development

1963 by MHA resolution / Delhi Special Police Establishment Act,

CBI set up / derives powers from 1946

High Court writ jurisdiction Article 226 of the Constitution (wider than Article 32)
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9. Tamil Nadu extends the registration validity of 40,296 government vehicles up to
2035

40,296 978 aunseTmIS6Ifl6oT LIl6 & ClEFevsyILIgSH S 6tTemid 2035 susmiy IHL1gLIL]

A Government Order issued by the Home (Transport-1V) Department in the last days of September 2026 extended the
registration validity of 40,296 State-owned vehicles to 30 September 2027, with provision for annual manual
extension up to 30 September 2035 or until the vehicle is scrapped and replaced. Registration for about 12,000 of
these vehicles was due to lapse on 30 September 2026.

2026 QLU @mih BrLsssfley 2 sTgienm (G Garsgl-IV) GleusflulllL oiFgmeneser, 40,296 o8& &&
QEMHBLOMET eUTSEITMRIS66T Lifley & GlFevavILIg S SHetTenloenil 2027 GleliLbuy 30 eusny BLigsH 58] esoT(hHCHmmID
m&GW(H (Ppenrmuilsy 2035 GIFULLDLIT 30 6UEDTT, {606V EUTEH6NTLD SLPleumsaLILL(h wrHmUL{HID eueny BLigsHs
aufleuena GFWISg|. @eummlsy &wmy 12,000 sunsestrseflssr Ligle] 2026 Q&L 30 &465TM)| &TeVTeUSHWITS
QmpHssI.

KEY EXAM POINTS / Gaiey (p&Hlws &mlLL g6

* The order covers vehicles of government departments, State transport undertakings, local bodies, government
corporations, quasi-government bodies, aided institutions and statutory boards.
STES HIOMEIT, MHl6V CLITE (&6UTS S8 SLOSMBISET, 2 6TEMTLEF) HeMLOLIL|S6T, HT& [HIM)I6U6TTRIS 6T, T8 FTFL
SiemLILE6T, 2 56N GLMID HIMIeU6TRISST LMMIWD FLLLLLTe eUMFlWLIkg6rfl6sT 6UTe6uThISHEM6T @N\HE, 2,66)650T
2 66T &G

Regional Transport Officers are authorised to collect motor vehicle tax manually and to issue or renew fitness
certificates manually where renewal through the VAHAN portal is not feasible.

VAHAN @\emesoT&6mid eulflwims L&ILLNGS60 FmdSHlwdlsvevns @Lmigeflsy, eursert suflenw snmasGwh) penmuilsy
6U(F6018:561D, HGSH&F FTeTHISHD&Hm6T m&GW (H (LenMUI6L aUPmISa|D LiGILILNGES6 D Ul LTTL CUTSE TSI
SIBVI6UBVTE (6THE (& HSHSHTITLD 6rfld e LILIL (HleTers).

The order cites Rule 52A of the Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989 and the Union government's 2023 notification on
government vehicles older than 15 years. Of the fleet, 6,247 vehicles had been renewed in 2024.

1989 wsHHlw CuriLmy eurssert el ssrfler aNgl 52A wOHMID 15 24,6657 (H &(EHS(E) GLDEV LILPEMLOWITEST BJ&
6UMTSHEBTTEIGH 6T GG TLITLITEST LSS HFlest 2023 inmleN&Hensenil QLemesst CMGSTeT STL(HEHmaI. @Hs
EUTSETMRIG6TTl6L 6,247 6UMEETMRIS6T 2024-@160 L&ILILN&SLILILL 6T

Under the National Automobile Scrappage Policy announced in 2021, government and PSU vehicles older than 15
years were to be deregistered and scrapped from 1 April 2023, through Registered Vehicle Scrapping Facilities and
Automated Testing Stations.

2021-@6v omlefsslulL CaFlw eumsests: sHeUmss60 GlamsTengsuest H1p, 15 2468T(H & (Eh&(E) GLo6V LILPEmLOLIT6sT
SIT& LHMID CUITEISSIeNMD eUTseThRIST 2023 L6y 1 (psHev Lbley BeHsLLL(H), ubhle| ClewwliLlL aUTsH6Ts
SLP6UTEHSH6V 60D WIMISET LDMHMILD SHTesilwmid) Camgement HlemevwnigseT eubluins sifleumssLliuL Gealsvor(hHLd.

In Tamil Nadu transport administration sits under the Home Department; the field officer is the Regional Transport
Officer under the Transport and Road Safety Commissioner. The State has seven transport undertakings including
MTC Chennai and SETC.

SLODBITL 960 CLITE (&H6UTSH &) IHFeuUTsLD 2 6Tglenmuilest S 2 6Terg)|; LTS @IS LMHMID FTemeull LITg|STLIL
opemesorwflest SLp Ul LTTL GUITE &H6UTHS] VeIV &6l GILmmILILev 2 6Temmyy. wrhlevglev ClFsstenssr MTC
MMID SETC 2 6TUL 6 (L CUTEEUTE SIS HLPSMIGET 2_6T6T6T.

Static GK Connect

Motor Vehicles Act 1988, substantially amended in 2019

VAHAN and SARATHI databases Vehicle registration and driving licences, run by NIC under MoRTH
National Automobile Scrappage Policy 2021

announced

Tamil Nadu transport portfolio sits under the Home Department (Transport wing)

Number of State transport undertakings in

Tamil Nadu Seven, including MTC Chennai and SETC
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10. Tamil scholars honoured at the Dr U.Ve. Swaminatha lyer Library function in
Chennai

Clzestementuilev LI&LI 2 .Cau. smblibrens Wiy miTevs alpmailev SL1Lp 1) (eHT8s(6TH8 (& 69 (HS]

At a function held on 29 September 2026 at the Dr U.Ve. Swaminatha lyer Library on the VIT Chennai campus, Tamil
Nadu Legislative Assembly Speaker ). C. D. Prabhakar conferred the Mahavidwan Meenakshi Sundaram Pillai Award
on V. Padhumanar for his contributions to the Tamil language, and the Dr U.Ve. Swaminatha lyer Award on A. R.
Venkatachalapathy for his contributions to Tamil history and research.

2026 QLU 29 oi6tTm)| VIT Gl&F6iTem6nT 6U6TTEH S H60 2 66T LTSLF 2.Gou. FTOIBTnS W HITeVSHSHSH60 HemLGlILIMM
aflpmailey, sWLPHT(H FLLUCLTem6US Henevsul Glgn.&.19. NFumsy, SWILD ClwmflsE mmlw urseflLg&asrs Geu.
LIG|LO6VTIT(THE (S ‘L& mel&eumett WesTml & &b LD LN6Temem 6 (Heng' eULPMIL6uTTI; SO 6UFeVTM] LMMID Q4 UI6Ll
LUmIS6llL&8Me & 7T, CeumnisLmaFeuSlsE, 'LrsL) 2 .Cou. sTblbrenswf edl(hHens' sULpHISesTT.

KEY EXAM POINTS / CGsija (p&Hlws (&ML se6ir

¢ Dr G. Viswanathan, Chairman of the Library and Founder-Chancellor of VIT, and Dr G. V. Selvam, Vice-President of VIT,
took part; an edition of the Tamil grammar 'Nannool' was released at the function.
BIT6V&SH60T Hemeveu(HLD VIT Himieuesty-Coubg (b AW LTsELT Gair. eflenueubrgetr, VIT &l6n650T8 &6m606UIJ LTELT
l.af. QFsvauld YHCWTT HevHG| ClamessTLerT; aNpTallsy S @688 650T [HITEVITET 'HEsTenTev' LISILIL]
QeusfluNL it Lgy.

e U. Ve. Swaminatha lyer (1855-1942), revered as 'Tamil Thatha', was born at Utthamadhanapuram in Thanjavur district
and recovered, edited and printed the Sangam classics from palm-leaf manuscripts.
‘SIS STHST' eT6vT sustaTmISILIHID 2 .Cou. FmblBrens W (1855-1942) &Eh&TaLJ MeULLLD 2 SHSHL0SHT6TLT&HS 60
KDBST]; REMN6VEF Gr6lg&6flev @)\(HHG Fhis @evsEHlwnisenear L), UHINSS], SFFILLT].

¢ His landmark editions include Civaka Cintamani (1887), Pattuppattu (1889) and Silappadikaram (1892), later
Purananuru and Manimekalai. He was honoured as Mahamahopadhyaya in 1906; his autobiography is 'En Sarithiram'.
SI6UTg| (e WL USIILS6T: Fouss Flbgmnessil (1887), ugsgIliuml () (1889), flevliudsmyb (1892), Nebresriy
UmBTenrm| wmmIb et Gaemnsy. 1906-@)60 'Ww&moGasTUTSWTW' LILLLD GILUMMITY; HeUrg SFWEflend, 'sTeor
5SSO

¢ Mahavidwan Meenakshi Sundaram Pillai (1815-1876), after whom the other award is named, was U.Ve. Swaminatha
lyer's guru and was associated with the Thiruvavaduthurai Adheenam.
LMHGIMTEH eNH&ISE L QUL L warelgeumsst Westmld &hberb NeTener (1815-1876), 2_.Geu.
Frdprengwiiflet L fwr; HmeureubhlEienm U BHeTsHEIL60T G\&TLTL{enLILI6U].

¢ A. R. Venkatachalapathy is a historian and Professor at the Madras Institute of Development Studies, Chennai, best
known for his work on Tamil print and book culture.
1.0, GeurhisLmgeuLId) eugeummMMIeUTeITT; GlFeiTement, GILOLFTeN susTTE oy 1686 IhmieussTg st GuiFmeAiflwiy;
S &8 LoMHMILD HITEV LssorLIT(H DML U168 (6THes &L LsLpGlLimmeur.

Static GK Connect

Pavananthi Munivar (13th century Tamil grammar, successor to

Nannool author Tolkappiyam)

Tamil declared a classical language 2004, the first Indian language to be so recognised
Central Institute of Classical Tamil located at Chennai
Tamil Nadu's Tamil-language honours Thiru.Vi.Ka. Award, Tholkappiyar Award, Kalaimamani

Speaker of the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly J. C. D. Prabhakar (Assembly strength: 234)
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PROMINENT PERSONALITIES / (&)W 24 (6TH6mLo &6t

11. Asian Games 2026: India's archers sweep three compound golds on 30 September

AFlwl eflememwim_(h) 2026: GleLL DL 30 iesTm) SHbLa|essTL allsvailiHensguilev @bHlwime|s &
CLPEBTM)| SHMHISLD

On 30 September 2026, Day 11 of the Asian Games at Aichi-Nagoya in Japan, India swept the compound archery
events at the Okazaki Chuo Sogo Park Multipurpose Square, winning the women's team, men's team and mixed team
golds. By the end of the day India had 60 medals - 10 gold, 21 silver and 29 bronze - and stood seventh in the medal
table.

2026 GleliLbuy 30 oyettm, goliumesflett p&-pCamwmaNsy HenLGILIMID Flwr aNemsTwm (HIL GUTiggssrflesr 11y
B6Iflev, &M &Geur CamCaT L hisT Hrm&le &Ll eflsvallgHeng Ll GUTLigserflsy @bHwm o H&sen
QFs65) waefl o650, QLU Sesoll LOHMILD H6VLIL| 6wt HRhISMHISHEN6T CleUsTME]. HBBTST (LPlgeilsd @bHwT 60
LSS SBMmIGETHLET — 10 HrisD, 21 Gleusierfl, 29 Gleuestrasuld — Ll UL gwiedlsy eLOmb @)L SH60 @)\ (HHSHS).

KEY EXAM POINTS / Gsije (p&Hwss (&ML &6l

* Women's compound team: Jyothi Surekha Vennam, Prithika Pradeep and Chikitha Taniparthi beat China 238-234,
equalling the world, Asian and Asian Games record of 238 set by South Korea at the 2014 Incheon Asian Games. India
had beaten South Korea 234-233 in the semifinal.

a6y &mibuessorl ojesofl: Geomd) &Grasm Gleustterrd, LNFlHH&T KNFHL LHMID HEST HesflLfsH Fermemeu
238-234 eret 6L Slentiy; 2014 @) (6pFGwimest oy Flut afenerwimiigsy Glg et GlasTlwm H&sLpSHw 238 eTetTm 2 608,
SpFW MmID Y Fw eSlensmml(h) FTeHemesTen FL6T GlFISe6TT. SHemnTulmiSluNsd @mbEH T Qg6 Gsmflwmene
234-233 er6s1 60 SH U (HHSEI-

In that final Prithika Pradeep and Jyothi Surekha Vennam each shot a perfect 80 out of 80, every one of their eight
arrows a ten. India retained the title won at Hangzhou, and it was Jyothi Surekha Vennam's fourth Asian Games gold.
SIhs @mISHL GuTLiguisy NflsHeT KNrSL HmIb Cmd &ErsaT GleusiTeTd @)(Heu(hHLD 80-8@& 80 sreor
(P(pevWmesT LG LIEsTT QlUHMESTT; Si6uUFa6Il6sT 6T (h D& ETHLD LSS aUL LSS0 LMTiIbHSeT. ammmiGamailsy
QleustTm LILL &6m& @BHIIT H&55m6US5S5H]; Crdh &Eram CleusiTerrs 6T HTetTaToUg| &l eSleneTwm(h &higLD
sl

Compound mixed team: Chikitha Taniparthi and Sahil Rajesh Jadhav tied 157-157 with South Korea's Park Jeong-yoon
and Choi Yong-hee and won the shoot-off 20-19. Chikitha Taniparthi thus won two golds on the same day.
SITDLIEY6STL S6VLIL| Siesofl: FEGT HesluFs S HMID Frélev Tréweay mgeu, Clg et Glamflwmalssr LTy efGuimmh-
wietT ommILD Camil Guinmi-anf Ceomigu L et 157-157 sreot FL06vfl6v (PI9SH &), OFOL - colILN60 20-19 6T6sT GleLETM 6T
@\s6tT epevld FIE ST HevlLITEH S Gy BTeflsv @) (H HHISHMHIGHEM6T GleUesTMTI.

* The mixed team gold secured India an Olympic quota for the compound mixed team event at Los Angeles 2028,
where compound archery will make its Olympic debut.

&6V Sy6nfl HrhissD, 2028 606N 6(EHF6V6NV @ESIDLINGHIV STIDLIG6BOTL &6eVLIL| Sewsflll CUMLIg&8TeT @)L 5605
@nHwmeys @l CUDHMIS SHSEI; b STbL6|6TL al6ual5ens @eSIDLNGSIE (LPSHEST(HSH VTS M) (LPELOM(ELD.
India also won the men's compound team gold, beating China 238-237. Compound archery is not yet an Olympic
event, which makes the Asian Games and World Championships its biggest stage.

QLU &mibLe|essTl Sjessfll GuTLiguewd @bHIIT Feotmensu 238-237 eTenr 651pSHH) HHIHLD CleUTMS]. STLDLIG6TITL
aflsualsens @6iTen|b 60N CGUTLiguwims @6venev; eTerTGou oyl afNensmmL(h&(EmHLD 2 608 STbLNweTaglliLD
56T & LGLSlw GoenLge.

Static GK Connect

2026 Asian Games host Aichi-Nagoya, Japan (20th edition)

Archery world body / Indian body World Archery Federation / Archery Association of India
Two archery disciplines Recurve (Olympic) and Compound

Compound archery's Olympic debut Los Angeles 2028

Next Asian Games after 2026 2030 at Doha, Qatar
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12. India wins its first athletics gold of the 2026 Asian Games in the women's 4x400m
relay

wa6rfliy 4x400 15. LHlev el LS H6v Y Flw eflememwimi(h) 2026-8l6v @bHwimailesT (PS&H6V SL &6
SmIGLD

On 29 September 2026 at the Nagoya City Mizuho Park Athletic Stadium, India's women's 4x400m relay quartet of
Kiran Pahal, M. R. Poovamma, Prachi Choudhary and Vithya Ramraj clocked 3:29.69 to win the country's first athletics
gold of the 2026 Asian Games, upgrading the silver India had won in the event at Hangzhou.

2026 Q&ULLUF 29 o6tTm)| BESHTWIT BT W&FEAMT LIMIST SLE6T HJHhIH 6V, &HlFeser LIOMITey, 6TD. 1. LLEULDLOIT,
Ngred) Qgersifl mmID eNGWwm Frbyre &SCwmy GlsmsseTL @b&lw ey 4x400 . Llsv el L Sessfl 3:29.69
Crr&5H60 @eusemss 6Tl ly, 2026 U Fw eflensmml(Hlitt CUTLig&61fl60 BT 96T (P&H6V HLE6T HhiSHSHenS 6leUTME.
anrmiGerallsy @mbsLl NifleNsv @b WT GleussTm GleusTaflenw @ &| HhISLTS 2 WFSHSHIWLGI.

KEY EXAM POINTS / Gsija| (p&Hlws (gmILLse6ir

¢ The running order was Kiran Pahal, M. R. Poovamma, Prachi Choudhary and Vithya Ramraj as anchor. Bahrain took
silver in 3:30.21 and China bronze in 3:31.02.
LL aufleng: &lyeser LOMITeY, 6TLD. 4 1F. LLeubLom, KNyredl QFensifl, @midh el L&HHlev eNgGW T FrbFme. Lamenysst
3:30.21 CrrsSlev Gleusierfluyb, Feorm 3:31.02 CBI&SHlev GleuetTa:ev (LD GleuesTmeT.

Vithya Ramraj, who is from Tamil Nadu, had already won bronze in the women's 400m hurdles at these Games,
making the relay a further medal for her.

SBIDBTLenLE CFJHS eNSWT Frbrre, @bsL CUTLigssstlsy aerfl 400 LS. HemL L LsHHlev Fhol&seTCeou
CleusseTa6VLD GleUETT(HHSTIT; LISV 6L L LD 6U(HE(E) LOMEIMT(TH LISHESHITS SI6NOHSHG.

M. R. Poovamma, whose full name is Machettira Raju Poovamma, is one of India's most experienced quarter-milers
and a veteran of multiple Asian Games relay squads.

6TLD. . LoD meN6sT (P (LIGILIWLIT EQSFLIQHT FTege LeubLom; @bh&lwimeiest L5l& SieniLiaud euTlbhS &TeL 606D
sl LU Gumlly eSpmrisenestasiflev emeul; Lisv u&lw eSlenerwiml (b Llsv sl L Syesoflserflsb LmiGesmmeur.

India won other athletics medals the same day, including a bronze for Pooja Singh in the women's high jump with
1.84m and a bronze in the mixed 4x400m relay.

3IC5 Brefleb @BAWIT DHM HLEET LIHSHSmISENTILD GleuUTMS]; &6 2 Wiy SHrevsr(higedlev Lieom &k 1.84 15.
&metorly GleuesoTaseuld, &6vLiL] 4x400 5. LIy 6l L 5160 GleUeTITaHEVLD 2 6iTLIL.

In a 4x400m relay each of the four athletes runs one full lap of a standard 400m track; the baton must be exchanged
within @ 20m changeover zone.

4x400 1. u&lev L LS Hev BITedT(E) 65778 ETHLD peubleummeul 400 LB. Hrblenevd SLESHV 6(Ih (P& DM sp(hl6ul;
Slgemwl 20 15. LflbrHm eusvwSSH M E6T ensmmm Geusser(HLD.

Static GK Connect

World athletics governing body World Athletics (formerly IAAF), headquartered at Monaco
Indian athletics body Athletics Federation of India (AFI)

Vithya Ramraj's home State Tamil Nadu

Standard athletics track 400 metres, eight lanes

India's first Olympic athletics gold Neeraj Chopra, javelin throw, Tokyo 2020 (held 2021)
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IMPORTANT DAYS / (p& &)W HITL&6iT

13. International Translation Day - 30 September
F76euCs & ClmPGlLIWIFLIL HTsT - ClEFULbuF 30

International Translation Day was observed on 30 September 2026 with the theme 'Linguistic Diversity and Language
Rights: The Power of Being Understood', set by the International Federation of Translators (FIT). The day honours
language professionals and was established by UN General Assembly Resolution 71/288, adopted on 24 May 2017.

2026 GleuiLbuy 30 oetrm) &FeuGs s QmelLwiFLliL BreT, 'Glwmgl Geumium@ib Glwmfl 2 flenLos 6mhLb:

Y b&l6smememLiLi(hleudh et QLmmev' sTesTm &(HLIGILIT(HEHL6T SenLNigsslUlLg); @eng FiauCss
QuomleluwFliumeTFseT ol LenwliL (FIT) Bfenruisssl. Gbmhls 61smLleu(penmwmeTFesenerL
QumemLLILIHSSEID @bHT6T, 2017 G 24 260TM)| FHSLILILL .[HT. GLITG|F FenLig HFLOmeTLd 71/288 eLpsuld
BimieuliulLg).

KEY EXAM POINTS / G ey p&Hlws: &ML ser

¢ 30 September is the feast day of St Jerome, who translated most of the Bible into Latin (the Vulgate) and is regarded
as the patron saint of translators. He died on 30 September 420 CE near Bethlehem.
QelLbuy 30, Yeoflg CleGrmiblest H)medlom mreT; Seui eNaNledlw g et CluHLLEGSHeni v Heufls0 (6usvEasL)
QmACLWFSSTT; QmAQuwiFliumeryaefsr LTg|smeusT LesllsT sTeors &(maLUUBH M. &.19. 420 CleiLbury
30 oy6Tm| GILIGEVEAMLD |(HES STEVLDTESTITI.

Resolution 71/288 was titled 'The role of professional translation in connecting nations and fostering peace,
understanding and development' and was sponsored by eleven countries including Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Qatar,
Turkey and Vietnam.

Somestd 71/288-@)6tT HemevLiL]: 'BT(H&en6 @lemesoTLILISeV|d Hemlod), Liflg60 wmHmILD eeryadlenil eusTyiiLISH ey
Qamhlsvpenm GILTHNCLIWIFLILINET LIMkIE'; HQTenLIT6T, LUM&SemTCHe%, SSHSTT, &i(HeHE), aNWLBTD 2 6TLIL

U Glestm(h BT(HIS6T @Qens U515 SH60T.

The 2026 theme frames language rights as fundamental human rights and stresses that human language
professionals remain essential, given the gap between high-resource and low-resource languages in language
technology and Al.

2026 s(mUCUTHET, Gl 2 flensensT SiigliLienL el 2 flenserTs (peTeneus S mgl; Qompls
QamHsvmILLID MDD CFWMHens miesoreserileNsv 66D L) (&HE GILDTLI & (6THE (&LD 6U6ITLD (&HeMMHES CILOTLES (68 &L
@enLCw 2 sitem @enLCleusflenwids &), Wwesflg GIMLHlS ClSTLEIEV(LPERMWITETTSET @)60THIULIEDLOWITSEUFE6T 6T6oT
UESILMISSIEIDS)-

The theme sits within the UN International Decade of Indigenous Languages, 2022-2032, proclaimed by the General
Assembly in December 2019, with UNESCO as lead agency.

@58 sHUGCILIMHET, 2019 &bufled GlLTgs Fanuwmsd HMleNSESLILLL 89.BIT. LILPhIELy GILDTLH & (6Th& & et
FreuCs e LgHsTesoT(h (2022-2032) sLLENWLILING SenLoHSI6TeNg); W 6letTevGaIT (Lp6sTerT6ssl H6mLOLIL.

The UN translates its official documents into six official languages - Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and
Spanish - and runs the annual St Jerome Translation Contest. FIT was founded in 1953 and began campaigning for
official recognition of the day in 1991.

S0.[BIT. H60TE| SHHSTTLILLTEL QLEUETTRISEN6T M| HHSTTLILLTeU Glmf&erfley — Ly, Feorld, i mifleud, NG T Ehsr,
Tei%W6bT LoMMILD evLIMesfleis — QMAELIWITEE MEI; Suetor(hHlCHTMID Leslg QenGrmb QumMeluwrliyl Gumligenu
BLESISIMG!. FIT 1953-@\60 HimieulitiLg); 1991-@6éb @BHTEHSE S SMTLLL Tl HRESTTD Camfll Nysamyb
QrLm&wg).

Static GK Connect

International Translation Day established by UNGA Resolution 71/288, adopted 24 May 2017

2026 theme Linguistic Diversity and Language Rights: The Power of Being
Understood

Theme set by International Federation of Translators (FIT), founded 1953

Patron saint of translators St Jerome (died 30 September 420 CE)

International Decade of Indigenous Languages 2022-2032, led by UNESCO
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