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ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY - s&pmi&@loed & Lefuiwied

MODERATE

Swiss glaciers lose 5.5% of their volume in 2026; four glaciers set individual melt records
2026-@e6b sedlsireonbg Lesfllummiser 5.5% &eor Siememen @LoliL|; HIeTd Leoflmmigerfled STHemeor 2 (HEeD

On 1 October 2026 GLAMOS, the Swiss glacier monitoring network, reported that Switzerland's glaciers lost 5.5 per cent of their total volume during 2026 - the
second-largest annual loss on record after 2022. Four glaciers, Aletsch, Rhone, Clariden and Allalin, each recorded the greatest melt ever measured on them.
2026 @s@Lmui 1 sisotm), sefilsreonbSledr Lsoflnm sevorsmeoofliL euemevwieniolimeor GLAMOS, 2026-86b sibmbi(Br LeoflummiseT ShigeT QLongss &eor araish
5.5 gaelisdemns Buhssnesd esfleldss); 2022-66l DG & udeuner Sretorneug Wslewfiw Syetor® Sl seeolg, Gamedr, demflledr LHMID SiedeoTedledT
AW BHreTE Leoflummiseflsh seflgseaflns @gieuenr serellu’L 108 sifls 2 ([Heed ufleundis).
KEY EXAM POINTS - Gaiey wsdHwsd &Milyser

 Switzerland has lost about 20 per cent - one fifth - of its total glacier volume in just the past five years. Average thickness loss in 2026 was 2.5 to 4 metres,
rising to about 10 metres on glacier tongues and 13 metres at the Aletsch glacier's lowest measuring point.
5LHS wbd QetorBaefled LB el sTenbg 6018 endstl Leolumm seor Sierefled &omi 20 ss6is56m8 — LbHled Q@ Lkiens — BLbaietens. 2026-@6
snaf] siquoeor @il 2.5 (&6 4 BULET; uesflwmbmy mievflsefled somy 10 WSLLT; sieevlé uesflumbifledr Sipeureor siemel BLI Yeerflufsd 13 BILT.

» The melt released about 2,200 billion litres of water between July and September 2026, more than four times the annual drinking water consumption of all
Swiss households. Around 30 small glaciers disappeared altogether during the summer.

2026 gg2eme (PpB6L QFLILIDLIT 6uemT 2 (B &omi 2,200 evedlwedr 60 LT Hemn aeuelGunrilwg); &g sefsv GBIOLMISET SenaoTHSleT etor® &laBiT
misTeneull GLTey BIeiTS WLRIGSGD SiHlsb. GamenLuied somt 30 Arflw uesflwnmgseT WHINeILoNs LenDIHSE0T.

* The 'glacier loss day' - the date on which all the winter snow gain has melted away - fell on 29 June 2026, far earlier than its usual July to September window.
The zero degree Celsius isotherm stayed above 4,000 metres for 76 days, double the average.
Gefliisne uefliaumblelsr cpald HenL s Spemub (W(eugId 2 HAal®D mremmeor ‘Leoflumm iy mrer 2026 96T 29 SiehTm)| EUHSE; CUPSHESHLONET ZDEnE0—
QELILIbLT &Meugend 6L OS6UD (PeTeTdns. L oeill 1q&ifl agedlsn soeeuiLs Gan® 76 mrlaer 4,000 WL ®&HS Gwed Bl sss); srmaflenwi Gure &wm
LOLMRIS.

» The causes were a very low winter snowfall followed by record summer heatwaves. GLAMOS director Matthias Huss noted that what used to be rare extreme
events now occur almost every summer.

Bl&sé Gewnbs Geflismell Lefliaunbleyb, sienss OSMLIbHE nsenear Siemeilener GamenL QeILL SEnaEEDHD SIS Qb sTadHdHle siflsns Smbs Seflr
BlapeyseT @UGLNE &L S5 L Qeuaeun s CamenLuleid Hspslemmerr ereor GLAMOS Suis@bi wHEHmev amnsv Grllirmg.

 Over the past 50 years Switzerland has lost more than 1,000 glaciers, about 40 per cent of its total. In India the comparable concern is the steady retreat of the
Gangotri glacier in Uttarakhand.

&LHS 50 gyetorBaerled aeflaievnbg 1,000-6@b GubulL Lefllummisener — ewnssssle aom 40 sseissms — Sibaieteng. SbHwneln SsH&
B 6TOTILITEIT H6UEME) 2_SSHTHMeT0Tq 6D 2 _6iTen Hal@ansif] Leoflwmbnileor OSMLT&FSWImeoT LNeoTeunrhise.

STATIC GK CONNECT

Aletsch Glacier
S0V Leofluimmy

UNESCO status
W6 BaT SibhFHEE!

Largest glacier in the Alps; about 22.6 km long, canton Valais
peoLien wemeoudedr WlsLieflul Lesflwmmy; somr 22.6 &.u5. Berb, eun@ev omameord
Part of the Swiss Alps Jungfrau-Aletsch World Heritage Site, inscribed 2001
gefleid Spe0lleN WihiSLTTel-Sie6ul & 2 euslt ummbLflig senddlenr LGH; 2001-eb uley

Mont Blanc, 4,808 m
26011610 emeulledr 2_wimoment b LomedtL.. fernria, 4,808 LS.

Highest peak of the Alps

Glacier mass balance

Accumulation minus ablation; a negative balance means retreat
usoflwimm) Hlewm sioElemen

LA 5105560 2 (B&H6V; eTSlIemnn FLoblemen eredTmmey LledTeurThiged
India's longest glacier

Siachen, about 76 km, Karakoram range
OnFwinedledr Heromeor Levflwimm)

Awn&dlett, sloni 76 &.15., SMIGHMILD DENEVSESTLIT
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IEl HARD
ZSl identifies a new conger eel species, Bathymyrus perplexus, in the Bay of Bengal

aurtismer efiflgLmailed Bathymyrus perplexus erenib Lglw efleontiid Seorsemns ZS| setorBibss!

On 30 September 2026 the Zoological Survey of India announced the identification of a new marine conger eel, Bathymyrus perplexus, from the Bay of
Bengal. The work was carried out by the ZSI Estuarine Biology Regional Centre at Gopalpur-on-Sea in Odisha, and was published in the Bulletin of Marine
Science on 24 September 2026.
2026 estiLbui 30 siedrmy, eurster efifleLiells) pbg Bathymyrus perplexus ergnib Ldlwi sLebeuntp efleonhi@ Sensenss seooiLpibosns @bl efleorhidliLied
Splieys sleww (ZSI) oleflsss). el eneledr GamumedL,T-ayer-&-ulleh 2_aen ZS| sflws o ulfluied NrmbHiu enowid Sbs Spiiemen Gonhesnesogl; 2026
esiLbur 24 sieotm) ‘Bulletin of Marine Science’ @sifleb eeuerflimeors).
KEY EXAM POINTS - Gsiey wsdws molyser
* The species belongs to the order Anguilliformes, family Congridae and subfamily Bathymyrinae. The genus Bathymyrus was erected by Alcock in 1889 and
previously held only three species, so this is the fourth.
85 @evrid Anguilliformes euflems, Congridae &@®ibuD wHmib Bathymyrinae 2 L &@busenss Csimbsgl. Bathymyrus Guflersens 1889-@eb apevsns
2_meunédleorni; @gieuenr cpsitn Sevrhiser LB SmhseT, aTarCey B8 HeTsHmeus.
* Thirty-two specimens were collected between 2021 and 2025 at depths of 50 to 100 metres, the first off Paradip in Odisha. Identification used both specimen-
based morphology and DNA analysis.
2021 wa6d 2025 euemy 50 (paed 100 BLLT Sypsdled wliusdlnesor® wndliflaer GasiflbaliLLeor; (pHemeug QIqameler LTS SLDHSEDI&HE SILILITED. HeWLLITETLD
SNTTLSHNS 2_([HeuaiiLieh LoHMID 1q..6T60T.61. LGLILMiE| Srevor(BLd LeTLBSS I L 60T,
* The eel has a long cylindrical body, pink to cloudy pink colour, heavy black pigmentation on the upper head and a black mark running from the eye to the
snout. It is non-venomous and carries teeth on both jaws.
B eflenriug HetorL 2 memer eulgeu 2 L6, Bemehdlauiy (Waeb wrhseomer Qerepdleutiy DD, HSeneuledr GonLGHuled LT sy BN, setoreulledmha cdHE
cuemr HEBD SBHBLILS Can® SyHaIhHennsd OETEILg. Q& hi&ss6Temno ADDE!; S STOLSENQID LNSET 2_6TeTeor.
» The team was led by Dr Anil Mohapatra of the ZSI Estuarine Biology Regional Centre. Collection sites spanned the Odisha, West Bengal and Andhra Pradesh
coasts.
ZS| slws 2 ulfluisd Birmbdlul emwowidHlerr LrsLT Sieofled QomemusSIm &(ReysE&s semevsnlo srmidermi. Geaflliy SLhiseT Quam, Gone eurhisd HMID
AT ITCsHEs sLHsemIs6fle Lreiulimhseor.
» The Bay of Bengal is the world's largest bay, covering about 2.17 million square kilometres, and is fed by the Ganga, Brahmaputra, Mahanadi, Godavari,
Krishna and Kaveri rivers.
aurrisen efifleL 2 eodledr Walieufiw efifleL; swomr 21.7 el&b g SGMBSLLT LIliLeney QsmetrLgl. shems, NbousEnT, wannbdl, Gsnsmeur], dlmeqevort
whHnid sreffl pmiser Hled HevéSeiTneoT.

STATIC GK CONNECT

Zoological Survey of India established 1 July 1916; headquarters Kolkata; under MOEFCC
BhFH eflevrdliLied Spliieys slemn Bl L & 1916 gPemev 1; Hemevemiowsid asTesSsT; MOEFCC &
Director of ZSI Dr Dhriti Banerjee, the first woman to head the organisation
ZS| QuiGGmIT Lr&LT Sl uneoriel; @bs Siemiolieny eUfIBLSEID (LPHed GILesor
Bay of Bengal World's largest bay, about 2.17 million sq km, north-east Indian Ocean
eurtigen efifl@Lm 2 et Blaliefi eNfl@L; swomi 21.7 elab &.8.15.; euLdlpde @b OLbhsL6D
CMFRI Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, established 1947, Kochi, under ICAR
WSHL HLVSMT Wedteuem SpmmiEd Bimieueotd 1947-@6b Bimieui’L g, esnéd, ICAR &
National Centre for Coastal Research Located at Chennai, under the Ministry of Earth Sciences
Gadl sL_Ceorr SpImilEs) emiowid ageitemeoTuieh SiemLobgieTengl; s smfleduied siemioésasle &b
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POLITY & GOVERNANCE - sizdlwevenoliy & 314

[ 03 BFXRY%

People's Plan Campaign 2026-27 'Sabki Yojana, Sabka Vikas' announced
'glidh Gwimegeor, lisn eXl&men' é&HeT Sl Quisasd 2026-27 simlediy

On 1 October 2026 the Union Ministry of Panchayati Raj announced the People's Plan Campaign 2026-27, branded 'Sabki Yojana, Sabka Vikas', to be
launched through special Gram Sabhas held across the country on 2 October 2026, Gandhi Jayanti. Gram Panchayats will use the campaign to prepare their
Gram Panchayat Development Plans for 2027-28.

2026 @s@Lmui 1 sieotm), wHEHW e’ &S glemm Sieminéssid ‘sl Guingeorm, slism elsmen' ereoyid eLwifled wéser Sl Suwissd 2026-27-g snlelsss. 2026
2&CLIUT 2, Mg OgUIHSH Sie0Tm| BB (PQEUSID HeoLaUMID Anli] HImo FenLs snl Laser eudluing @5 ST raslu®D. 2027-28-&&mer 2oy d eueni&dls
S Lmisemer argm fseT Bbd BwibssHler cpeuld SWMfleHE@LD.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gaiey wsdws molyser

» The campaign has run every year since 2018 and covers more than 2.55 lakh Gram Panchayats, which upload their plans on the eGramSwaraj portal.
815 Buissd 2018 (ps6eh etorBEHTMID HewL OUNIEMSI; 2.55 L 55816GID Gl L 2o dleHener 2_aTaTSHLgI. Semel HhiseT S Lhisemer eGramSwaraj
BenevonizensHled LS GeunmieleoTmet.

» A Gram Panchayat Development Plan is the annual village level development plan prepared after Gram Sabha consultation. It converges Finance Commission
grants with scheme funds against locally felt needs, and its approval is a Gram Sabha function.

28 eueni&S SHILLLD eredTLg) SN FenLs SebsMleysSL DG sSWMflssliLBh Syetor® o Sierelleonsr euemi&dls SILLLD. 2 eTeanis CHemeuseEnHe el
Hl& SpemevorLs QETemLSememuD S L Hflsenamib QbhEenemssng); Siens QLIS Sieflliug &rmo Fenuuler Lisvofl.
» Convergence items for 2026-27 include Finance Commission grants, the Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan, eGramSwaraj and AuditOnline, SVAMITVA and the
Panchayat Advancement Index.
2026-27-68M60T Q(HRIEeneTTILS damnisefled Bl Spenetnis asmenLser, mmeqiqflul &rmb sveunme sifwinesr, eGramSwaraj wpmib AuditOnline, sveumsgeur
HOIb e d WeTGaTHNG GHUIE SpSIeme L MHIGLD.

» The campaign's guiding frame is 'Empowered Panchayats, Self-Reliant Panchayats, Developed Panchayats', linking village planning to the Viksit Bharat goal.
‘aiflamIb euhn e e, Seotevflemmey eUHD el dseT, eueniéed] QDD eyl Aser eraiLGs Bhd SuwibssH6n aUAST. B HHSE!; Hmod S LI ened
&S LTS BeéEL6T emevtibEms).

» Tamil Nadu operates a three tier Panchayati Raj system - Village Panchayat, Panchayat Union and District Panchayat - under the Tamil Nadu Panchayats Act,

1994,
SOPBIE e dAser s L1D, 1994-Qeir S(p SOPHTE ceimBES eIl (ewmeniLié e\sTetor(BeTeng — 2enrmidl, Sl edTmiuib WHMID TeuL Serrmld.

STATIC GK CONNECT

Constitutional basis 73rd Amendment Act, 1992, in force 24 April 1993; Part IX, Articles 243-2430
Sirdlweemioliy] SiqLiLienL 73sp6u8) HBS5E sULID, 1992; 1993 erimed 24 (psed Si06d; UGS IX, fleyssr 243-2430
Eleventh Schedule Lists 29 subjects for Panchayats, devolved under Article 243G
LIS QEDTTEITDNEUS| SiL L 6)6DETTT oy dla@Endaener 29 eunpersener L quwiedBang); Wifley 243G & @luenL Ly
Gram Sabha Article 243A,; the village assembly of all registered voters
& Femu 9ifley 243A; udley QFLWINLLL SieweoTSHS eundsneniaerledr Smmol Gurene
National Panchayati Raj Day 24 April
Gadlw a8 gmgy Hlevnd arlired 24
Committee that urged constitutional status L. M. Singhvi Committee, 1986; Balwant Rai Mehta Committee, 1957, proposed
airdeenioli] sibsevg Gamfll &2 decentralisation

er6b.61iD. SAraiedl @12, 1986; uebeuhs omis GssT G2, 1957 uTauensEssams (PaTawmibss
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DEFENCE & NATIONAL - ungi&niy & Gsdwib

Il MODERATE

IAF's No. 17 Squadron 'Golden Arrows', the first Rafale unit, marks 75 years
WSV MoGLIed LiemLLiifleureor @bl eXlomevriiemLulleor 1746us) ‘GamebLeor <pGomen’ 75 SyetorB a6 Hlemme]

On 1 October 2026 the Indian Air Force's No. 17 Squadron, the 'Golden Arrows', celebrated its Platinum Jubilee at Air Force Station Ambala. Raised on 1

October 1951, it is the IAF's first squadron to operate the Dassault Rafale. The day featured a static aircraft display, the release of a first day cover and a
gathering of serving and retired air warriors.

2026 @sC8Lmui 1 sisotm), @bl efonerinenLulerr 17gy6us LenLLidifleureor 'GamebLedr <4@rmein’ SibLmeon efloneriLenL HeneowisSled SHeurs) e iq.eord
aflipremeus eamevormaig). 1951 ibGLILT 1 sieirm) ©_peunssiul L. @i, H&mel. ToGusd Gumi eflonerhisener Suis@n S eoneTiLenLuler (W
uenLLudifley Sp@b. Hlemeowinenr eXlonersd &Ldl, (&6 mHreT 2_emm eeuemui® whHmib Letoflufish 2_eer Hmd eeyeLhD 6STTseTeT nBems Spdliemen SieTn)
HEDL6WLIMHMEDT.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gsie wésdws &Miiyser

» The squadron's motto is 'Udyam Ajasram’, meaning 'Arise Forever'. Its first commanding officer was Flight Lieutenant Douglas Llewellyn Springett.
uswLL9flefletT GSM&EGHT6T '2_SUiD Sig6ivid’ — 'eTedTMID 6T(Q&" TEITLIS OILIMBET. SIHEIT (PH6L SEMeVEnLD Sl elomeuTliLienL. Q6L 60T6lTL Léamein 6lev6lausdleoT
soLNfiraieisL.

« Its aircraft lineage runs Harvard-II1B, de Havilland Vampire, Hawker Hunter, MiG-21 from 1975 to 2016, and the Dassault Rafale from 2019-20 onwards. It was

number-plated in 2016 during the MiG-21 phase-out and resurrected in September 2019.
Sig601 eXllomedT euTeLTMI: emNTeuTL-11B, 19 anrefleomesor sumbLwT, DT&sT enesorLl, 1975 (s 2016 euemd 10&-21, wHmb 2019-20 (psed SETeOL TsGLeb.
1816-21 Ligliguing Héasiu L Gung) 2016-@6d wLssiu’ @, 2019 astiLbuifeh WetorGo 2 ulfiifdbaiulL g).

* Its battle honours include Operation Vijay, the liberation of Goa in 1961, the 1965 and 1971 wars with Pakistan, Kargil in 1999 and Operation Sindoor in May
2025. It was the most decorated squadron of the Kargil war.

aigeor GuTE dmliysefled 1961 Cameun ell(Bgenassner spLCTager aflgil, 1965 wnmid 1971 undlsvgnesr Gumiger, 1999 smiéled wnmib 2025 Go guGTag6dT
SbaMT Spdlemey SILRIGD. srided Gumfled ibls eflpaiser aupm LenLLififle) B&iGeu.

* For Operation Sindoor the squadron received 2 Vir Chakras, 4 Vayu Sena Medals, 10 Mentions-in-Despatches and a Unit Citation in 2025.

LBTagedr Abgnmesns @bsl LenLlifley 2 eff génm, 4 eumy Ggen usssmiser, 10 GHILILSs686 Gaemeul LTI Baer LHMID 2025-@6d Q@ Wifley UMM B&
&MedTm| QLDDE-

* Ambala is the first of the IAF's two Rafale bases; the second is Hasimara in West Bengal, home to No. 101 Squadron 'Falcons'.

8rdw efoneorinenLulledr S T--CLed Ferrhigerflsh SibLmen (Wwaemeus; Sresormeus ConE euhissSler anrdomm, sikiE 101968 'CLmesersn’ LenLLififley
2_eiteng).

STATIC GK CONNECT

Chief of the Air Staff Air Chief Marshal Amar Preet Singh, 28th CAS, from 30 September 2024
eoneTlILENL & HemEVEmLosd SeTLd o &L wniaged s TS dik, 2896ug CAS, 2024 astiLbui 30 e
Indian Air Force Day 8 October; the IAF was raised on 8 October 1932

BihdHw elomeoriinenL. leord 2&6LT 8; @b elonetienL. 1932 £i6GLLT 8 Si6dTn) 2 (HeundsUIULLg)

IAF motto
efloneorliuenLulerr Gml&Gamer

Nabhah Sparsham Diptam - Touch the Sky with Glory
BUS GOLITELD SIHD — OILIIHEDLOWIL 63T 6UTEnaTSH OGT(H
Air Headquarters Vayu Bhawan, New Delhi; the IAF has seven commands

IoNEUTLILIENL & &6mEVEmLOUISHLD ey LeuedT, Ugidlebed; elioneTiiLenL &@ erQ sHiLenerl fleygser

Rafale 4.5 generation multirole fighter by Dassault Aviation, France; 36 aircraft deal signed 23
Mo BLsb September 2016

rnedtéletr Hemevl erefiGuiegedt Sy, 4.5 Hemevpenn Lisduievol Gumi eXloneoid; 36
efloneThis@péener @UUBSD 2016 aslibul 23
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ECONOMY & INTERNATIONAL - eun@emnanrn & &7euBsaL

IEl MODERATE

Centre cuts the sugar stockholding limit for dealers to 1,000 quintals
ewnunflsepsaner grssenr Sy eumoy 1,000 @elletorLmeonsd &emmLiL|

On 1 October 2026 the Department of Food and Public Distribution halved the sugar stockholding limit for dealers from 2,000 to 1,000 quintals, effective from

15 October to 30 November 2026. The permitted holding period was also cut from 30 days to 15 days. This is the third tightening in three months, aimed at
preventing speculative hoarding during the festive season.

2026 218U 1 et 2 _evore)y whHmub ewng eNfGwnas gemn efwnunflsepsster sissans iy eumbenu 2,000 Geletormedled Smba 1,000
&elletorLneonsll LSWwinss &ennsssl; 2026 1&6Lmi 15 waed meubLir 30 euenr SioeSle BmEHELD. emeusSmesd smewb 30 b serfle Smhe 15
BIL&6MSHS GeOD&SLILLLS]. cedTn) nskisefls) & cpetpmeusg) sLBLUUTH; Letngenss Sneusdled 2as auenflsll Lgissenasd sBLUCSH CHTésiD.
KEY EXAM POINTS - Gaiey wsdws molyser
* The limit has been tightened in stages: 4,000 quintals by the order of 28 July 2026, then 2,000 quintals from 15 September, and now 1,000 quintals from 15
October 2026.

eurTibL LIglILguInSS GenméslillLg): 2026 gPemen 28 gyemevoruisotiig 4,000 @ellstormeb, edtevt Qs buy 15 (psed 2,000 @edletorLmed, @iIGung 2026
25CLmuT 15 wsed 1,000 @ellevorLmeD.

« A higher limit of 2,000 quintals applies to Kolkata and its extended metropolitan area and to the whole of Assam, because Kolkata serves eastern India and the
North-East and Assam has transport and logistics constraints.

Q&MLSHSST LHMID e efifleunsHaHILTL ALBHSTL LGS LHMID Sisvenmbd (W(RausnH@&LD 2,000 &efletormed eTedtm 2 _WifThs 6uTDL QUTIBHSID; OEHTESSST
Hipd® BhSHWT HID eI SsE&sHE&E Csemeu OFLIIEID, Sisvenmils) GUTESGTSHE! LHNID SeTeuTL & SbsHe0s6T EBLLSGID SMTETID.

» The order is issued under Section 3 of the Essential Commodities Act, 1955, read with the Sugar (Control) Order, 2025, which replaced the Sugar (Control)
Order, 1966 and absorbed the Sugar Price (Control) Order, 2018.

8o yemevor aidSwmendis eunpLeer LD, 1955-@eir Lfley 3 wHnID FidsenT (SL.GLULTEG) Spemevor, 2025-@er Sip IDLIGsILL L&), 2025 gyemevor 1966
yemevoremiLl mHfl, 2018 si&sHemr eflewed (SLBLILNG) SyEDETTTEMUILD O _eTeUMTRIEILIS).
* Government held stocks and dealer stocks earmarked by State Governments for fair price shops under the public distribution system are exempt from the
limit.
278 6udl 2 6o BLILSEBLD, g efHGWs (ewmulledr Sp BHiwmu eflewensd SemLaEBoH®NS WMHe ATasenTe Qs L efwnuflsefler LiLsenLn
85 eumbLiedEhs ellevéd aLMIETDEDT.

» The Centre said average retail sugar prices had fallen about 15 per cent from their August peak and ex-mill prices about 28 per cent. India banned sugar
exports from May to September 2026 and allowed duty-free import of 10 lakh tonnes of raw sugar.

a6l 2 &esHled Qbha sunal] devevenn sibsmenT elemen &iomi 15 ss6ligpb, Spemen aflemey &Lom 28 ss6ispd GemDbEIETINSNS WSHHIW diTs OsfleNsss!.
2026 Gio (1ps6e) QFLILIDLIT 6UeDI &T&HH60T ahmiodl HenL asiuLgl; 10 eLsib LeT &&61T si&HsHenT auflulsm) Snéseod 61 HenIoHéebaurLg).

STATIC GK CONNECT

World's largest sugar producer Brazil; India is second and the world's largest consumer
2 _edler BaLieflu sTdsenr 2 HusSwimenT NG dled; BbHwim SrevorLmeus) HID 2_eodledt eLIaLRL HisTGeumT
Largest sugar producing State, 2025-26 Maharashtra (99.20 lakh tonnes); Uttar Pradesh second (89.20 lakh tonnes)
2025-26-86) 21dls sIHHmT 2 HUSHS LHleD wamrmeqmm (99.20 evl&b Ledr); 2 sl ITGssb Sretorneug) (89.20 el &l L6dr)
Legal basis for stock limits Section 3, Essential Commodities Act, 1955 with the Sugar (Control) Order, 2025
By euIbLSEHSSTeT FLL SqLILIenL aipglumeudll eunBLs6T 5L, 1955 19ifley 3 wHmb si&sHemr (SLGUUNG) Spemevor, 2025
Sugar Bowl of India Uttar Pradesh
BhHwinelledr FissHemIs &Slevor6v0TD oI5 (L) (€F55F )
Cane price mechanism Fair and Remunerative Price fixed by the Centre on CACP advice; States may fix a higher
Sl eflemen BTN (DD State Advised Price

CACP g5Beunseneutulledriig. Sl Sixs: Blievorulié@id Hmuiomer 2erfl efleney;
LomBlevrtigeT 2 _Wwiiths Lomblev LflibgienT efleneveni Hifeuoruisseond
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Il HARD
NSE receives SEBI's no-objection certificate for corporate bond index futures

sMLLGIL uSHTsS GSGMUILB eTdlisnes asnBosscankemeEe NSE-6@ 6luller senLulerenod grern)

On 1 October 2026 the Securities and Exchange Board of India granted the National Stock Exchange a no-objection certificate to introduce futures contracts

on a corporate bond index. The product is not yet launched - it still needs the approval of the Reserve Bank of India, and the underlying index and contract
specifications have not been announced.

2026 2158 1 siedrm), sMituGrL ussiné @ruiLiqer amer erdliamnes asmbobaeeunmise eLiLbdhiseamer HBpalLBss Cadli Ukies shensde (NSE)
@Sl usnriser HID LfleuTsHemeor eumflibd (6519) semLuleiTemiog snamisp aupridg. Sbss swnli] Seteid s rasliLalsens — SbHul flaiel
auruduledr QLB Caemey; SigliLenLd GBI LHMID QLILHS eleurmser smlefésiualseme.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gsiey wsdws molyser

* The stated purpose is to improve price discovery, portfolio hedging and risk management in India's fixed income market.
ShFlwinelledr Hlemeowineor euBLOTETE hensulsh ellemen SetorLmise, (WoHeSL B s ungsniiy wHoibd SLi Guereorenoent GubLBSEIUGS &nnlilL
GrMé&HiD.

« India's outstanding corporate bonds stood at Rs 61.05 lakh crore as of August 2026, but the market is thinly traded - average daily secondary market turnover

was only about Rs 7,645 crore in 2024-25.

2026 gpaeivl Hleveurtiig @bdwimeflesr Hlapemeuulsh 2 eter sMLLGTL LSSTMRIsET ¢6.61.05 el sid Caly; SyeuTmed shemauled UTHSSLD ed Genney —
2024-25-@e0 sansifl Heorafl retorLb Hlemend shemnd 6UTSHHSHID GLomT ¢b.7,645 Gamg. L BHGLW.

» NITI Aayog projects the corporate bond market to reach Rs 100 to 120 lakh crore by 2029-30.
2029-30-6@6T &mLLGTL usEné shHens b.100 waed 120 el sb Gsmeenwt 6T (BID eTeor il pCuwiné sevoflSgeTens).

» Abond index future would let insurers, pension funds and mutual funds hedge interest rate and credit spread risk without having to sell the underlying bonds.

usSHrs GHUIL® erdlisnes asnBeseeuhaacd, SMISLE BineueThissr, Queysi Bidlser wHnib uTevur Hdlser sigliuemLL ubSnhsemen efihamnoGauGu
al'lq elfD wHmIb sL6T BenLclalafl SLewrll LNEISHTES 2_Sab.

* NSE's Chief Business Development Officer Sriram Krishnan called the approval an important milestone that could bring more efficient risk transfer and greater
institutional participation.

855 PLILBE Qb (PSHEIIDTET EDL6ISHE eTedTMID, Slmemiowineor LI LfllonHpsensud SiHls Hinieuer LkiGasnHenLLID asmesur@Beairbd eretnid NSE-S6ir Heneenio
cuetofle Guobun @ eidlsl ubamb @meiqeoonedt gnmleorm.

STATIC GK CONNECT

SEBI established 1988; statutory powers from 30 January 1992 under the SEBI Act, 1992; HQ Mumbai
el Hmeuiu’Lg) 1988; asifl s L b, 1992-@ebr &ip 1992 mevteurfl 30 (W&Hed FLLLILT6U SHSBMILD;
BHEDEEMLOWISHLD (LLDEmLI
SEBI Chairperson Tuhin Kanta Pandey, took charge 1 March 2025
0519 FemeveurT slenler smbd Lnesor@L, 2025 wmié 1 (psed auTmIIGUDHDTT
National Stock Exchange Incorporated 1992, trading began 1994; India's first fully electronic exchange; index Nifty
Gadlwl) UhIGE FHens 50

1992-@6b BimjeuiL’L g, 1994-@eb auisssid OGN hidwg); SbhHuneler s WL
BleTenTeIl LkIGE &hews; GSIUI® Hlo:Lig 50
Bombay Stock Exchange Established 1875, Asia's oldest stock exchange; index Sensex of 30 stocks
LIDUIML LMbl@& 8Thems 1875-86b Bimjeuliui’ L g, Spwineledr LLPEmLOWINEDT LIkIGE §hens; 30 LMki&GE6T &mesorL
aEeiTeIEse GG

Futures contract A standardised exchange traded contract to buy or sell at a preset price on a future date

TSI BHMVS OHT(BHSHEEMHISE QLILIHSID Wwettent@rr Hifevorulss eflemevuled erHlismen mrefled eunmis i6bevg) efha erHLIBID
SILLGSSILLL LkiGE &Hens QLILIHSID
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EASY
Apple Pay launches in India with Axis Bank credit cards

586 aurkid Hemql smiBaeEbLer @bHlwneisd Splider Gu Simiwsd

Apple launched Apple Pay in India on 30 September 2026, twelve years after the service debuted globally. At launch it works only with eligible Axis Bank Visa
and Mastercard credit cards, and does not support UPI, RuPay or debit cards.

2_eaereiled SilpaLoneor LisdTelITesor® SyetorBaeEndeL! NG, 2026 aglibur 30 sieorm) sytifler Binieueond @bdluimeled gylifler Gu Geemeuemnuisd OBTLhAIS).
QBNL&555160 H&HLINeT Spddsv eurhid eflsm wHMID wrevLFaMT® Hamgl sn@seb e GG B8 asweuBEng; UPI, G beg el smi@semer
sifssaieene.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Goaiey wsdws @molyser

» Payments are authenticated with Face ID, Touch ID or the device passcode and made over NFC, with no separate app, PIN or OTP at the terminal.
LI6O0TLD Q\FEIHEIHED «*BLIE 19, L& 819 Si6DevE) 8MBe0Td HLeyb@BUIL LT sflunidsin’@ NFC auflwns menLaundng); seoLule seofl agwed), et sebevg OTP
Baemeuuilsbemev.

« Security uses tokenisation: a device specific Device Account Number and a one time dynamic security code are used, so the actual card number is never
shared with the merchant nor stored on Apple's servers.

UMgISMILSE CLTésemerGFaqe LILTLBSDE: MeardShGs 2 i sngens &eiée 6r6dur LHMID QH(LERD WIMID UTEISMILS SHuSG
LwiesTLBSSLILB&edTment; eTenT@eu 2 _6voTemLoimenT & erevor euentilaifiLb LATiLBeugID Sebeneav, Splifst CFemauishigefls GailbaliLBeugID Seensv.

« It works on iPhone XR or later, iPad and Apple Watch Series 6 or later; Mac support is to follow. Axis Bank had about 1.63 crore credit cards outstanding in
August 2026.

2:%Bureir XR si6b608) sipn@Ll benswemney, mGUL hmib Syluder eun’é &iflev 6 sievevg isnHeL Lbensweunne uiki@b; Goé sysaey LeTenT eugbd. 2026
B6NI6D &6 eurAUILLD siomT 1.63 Gag demql sni@saer Haeneuuis) Smhaeor.

» Payment aggregator partners include BillDesk, Cashfree, Juspay, Mswipe, Paytm, PayU, Pine Labs and Razorpay.
LeooTlD QFISSID ST BB Liusteflsefleh NeeLevsd, Gaeiqessif, gev@L, ebevemeut, Gigerd, Gy, enueir Gelisv HMID GraiGL Sh@ltemey SHLHIGLD.

» The long delay in entering India is attributed to the Reserve Bank's card tokenisation mandate of 2021, India's two factor authentication framework, and the

dominance of UPI, which accounts for about 84 per cent of India's digital payment volumes.

BhPHwneyser miemeudled emhulL Hetor smossHne 2021 fsiel eurdulesr &mi@ CLiésemarGsaqe sl Lener, bslunelsr &m SiB&He arflumili]
sLLemwollLy, Hmid SbFluinelssr Wlereflevssti LssoiLfiionhn Siereled somy 84 s56lis5Hemaes asmeoL UPI-@6ir oyfésib SyElILieney STeuoD ereoré
& DUILGHDS.

STATIC GK CONNECT

NPCI Incorporated 2008 under the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007; HQ Mumbai
Gadwis uevorliLIflelT $56MeTd SIS 2007 ueword QEaIHSIHE LHMID Siey Siemoliser sl St S 2008-ed Himieuri’ L g;
SHEDEEMLOWISBLD (LLDEmLI
UPI launched April 2016 by NPCI
UPI asnLrasliul L&) 2016 ertimed, NPCI epevid
RuPay India's indigenous card network, launched by NPCI in 2012
®Gu Shdwnededr 6\enbs &G euenewenoliy; 2012-@6) NPCI gL hidg
Reserve Bank of India established 1 April 1935 under the RBI Act, 1934; HQ Mumbai
SbHw flsie eurbish Himeui’L g RBI & Lib, 1934-@et1 Sip 1935 @liyeh 1; H6m606mLOWISHD (LLDEwLI
RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra, 26th Governor
efeu euriuedl Sy@BHT FE5el LGOS, 2625618 SHEBHT

ATHIYAMAN ACADEMY | TNPSC Current Affairs October 1, 2026 | Page 7 of 13



TAMIL NADU SPECIAL

[ 08 BFXRY%

Tamil Nadu expands 'Vetri Payanam' free bus travel for women to all 12,692 State buses
'‘Qeupmlt Lwevord' waerfli @eveustt GuUpbE LiLetolDd SiemerrsHgl 12,692 st GUbhEIsHEnsE&L elifleundssd

On 1 October 2026 Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay announced the expanded 'Vetri Payanam' scheme, extending free bus travel for women from ordinary city
buses to all 12,692 State operated buses. The scheme was launched the next day, 2 October 2026, at Chennai on Gandhi Jayanti, and is expected to benefit

about 84.32 lakh women a day.
2026 2s8Lnmui 1 sieotm), (paeeminésT 8. Ggnall elgil efifleunssinl L 'aeubmil Lwewond' £l L Sens Arlelssnt; waeflmaaner Geveusl GLIHbHE! LUI6ID
sngmrevor BN CLEEhEISE ) Sbha Senarss 12,692 sms Quiss CLEheIsER&EED eliflouBSsiulLgl. wnibrer, 2026 i&CLILT 2 sMbdl aguIHE SieTm)
ageiTementuled @SHI LD OBHMLaISLILLLS); HTOSTTETMISS &LomT 84.32 e0L&LD &6l LILeoTemL 6)UMTSH6T 6T60T eTSITLMTS&LILMBEMDS.
KEY EXAM POINTS - Gaiey wsdws molyser

» Coverage now extends beyond ordinary city buses to town, express, limited stop, deluxe, suburban ordinary and hill area services on routes above 40
kilometres.

BUBUNE ngne HaI CUBHSHISEMETS ST6tuNg., halT, 6lenre), GeoDnbs HNISHD, TGS, UDbHeT &ngmrevor whHnib 40 SHGeMSLL(H&EE GohHULL weneliLGS
aflssLE GeemeusEnsEld eiflouenLbgieTens.

 All women, women students and transgender persons are eligible. There is no income ceiling and no cap on the number of journeys; the per trip distance
ceiling is reported at about 80 to 90 kilometres.

SieweoTSF) Losafl, nevorellseT HMID SlBHHEDSESET H&SH OLMI6UT. auIBLOT6T euTDGLT, Llehiserfler eresorellébens eumb@Lm Geveme; G LTSS DaTeor
&M eumby &womi 80 (waeb 90 SAGemBLLY erenrd sflesaiul Berens.

» The expanded scheme is expected to cost about Rs 6,000 crore a year and facilitates more than 16 lakh one way trips. Earlier free travel allocations were Rs
3,599 crore in 2025-26 and Rs 3,999 crore in 2026-27.

affleunssiu’L S S5HNES WeoorBsHS o ¢b.6,000 Gag aFeaun@LD 6T6dT srHTLMTSSILBSADE; 16 0l 85815@0D CoDHULL QIBeUI] LULIETHSEHEHE
AUPEUGSSHSLD. (PHews Seveusll Luwleoor &bSBs6r 2025-26-@eb ¢b.3,599 Gag, 2026-27-@6b ¢b.3,999 Gag.

« It builds on the women's free city bus scheme introduced in May 2021, which covered only ordinary city buses, and fulfils a 2026 election manifesto promise.
2021 Guw wnsb smlwsliLBSSIULL, FTgTTeo harl GLbhgisemer LB 2 eTerL sl waefll eveus paal CLEhES L sHler asnLisd 8ai; 2026 Caise
ané&eniFlenw HennGeunHnidng.

« At the launch the Chief Minister personally issued zero fare tickets to women passengers, acting as a conductor.

QBNML&S eflpneled (PSEVEMOEET BLSEIBINGS AFWELL®, a6l Lweolaebsd el slLeoé S Easemer GHIIqLING: euLprhieern.

STATIC GK CONNECT

Tamil Nadu's State transport undertakings

MTC for Chennai city, TNSTC divisions for mofussil and SETC for long distance
SO Iq.60T LoMBley CUNSGEUTSHEIS SHLPSMHISET

QgeiTemenT HaHHES MTC, el Lisensd TNSTC Wifleyssr, asrenegnrsdne SETC
Introduced in May 2021, limited to ordinary city buses
2021 G wnsib SMkpsid; sTEMIevor e CUIBHSISHEDEE LB

First women's free bus scheme in Tamil Nadu
BSLOIPHML Q60T (&eD seflT eveusli GUBHEIS S LD
Comparable schemes in other States

Shakti in Karnataka (2023), Mahalakshmi in Telangana, pink ticket scheme in Delhi
9n nBlerhisefled 58 Sl L higbeT

sipILsnele) gb8) (2023), ageisneamele warel &b, Heedlulsh emeghdleulié .65
SLIb
2 October

Gandhi Jayanti, also the International Day of Non-Violence declared by the UN in 2007
256LmuT 2

&hd) Ogwhdl; 2007-86 =.61. snlelss sTeuCss Sflbeng HeT(D Fnl
C. Joseph Vijay, sworn in 10 May 2026
4. Ggrstl efiggill, 2026 Guo 10 sisotm) LseNGwibmT

Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu
BODHIG (PHEVEHLOEET
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IEE MODERATE
Paranur becomes Tamil Nadu's first barrier-free toll plaza under multi-lane free flow tolling

Lebeufl HEMLIIHD SIS 6)E:60 (LeDUed SLOIDBTL LG0T (LPFHED HEMLIIDD SiMhSEEFTEUGUITE LITETDTT

From zero hours on 1 October 2026 the Paranur toll plaza near Chengalpattu became the first user fee plaza in Tamil Nadu to move to fully automated, barrier-
less fee collection on a National Highway, using the Multi-Lane Free Flow system. Vehicles no longer need to stop; the toll is debited electronically as they
pass.

2026 &@LUl 1 siedtm) W,eeslul ewfl (1pseD, aFThiseL B SiHEs 2_6Tem LTET SThiséeneail, Lsbeuf senLwibm UL (MLFF) wenpenwil LisTLBSS, Gl
ampBEsETemevuied (WHMleuDd STevflirhis, HepLIIHD &L L 60T 6)EQIHE oMM SLAPHTLIGEIT (PSH6D ShiSFFTaIG SHeoTdl. unsaThseT Seofl Hinss Csemeuuieveney;
SLHE QFLIDEUTES &L LevonD LoleiTeTem) (Wenmulled SLHlGSLILIBLD.
KEY EXAM POINTS - Gsiey wsdws molyser
» The system pairs Automatic Number Plate Recognition cameras with FASTag and RFID based electronic toll collection. The number plate reading acts as the
fallback when a FASTag read fails.
8hg siemioli] sneoflirhie eretor &6 SenLuwinars Gaonnéssener FASTag wnmib RFID sugliuenLufleoner WleiTeramn) sihis au@aI 6T Qemetorsdngl. FASTag
eundlli GamevefimbGLNg) eTetor 5B eundlliL| MHM) QUAILINSS OFUILLIBSMDEI.
* The plaza lies on the Tambaram to Tindivanam stretch of the Grand Southern Trunk Road, numbered NH-179B in current NHAI usage and long known as
NH-45.
Bbss g6l SImetor FHI6T GTMhié Temeuulledr HMDLTD (PpSHed Hlevorq.eueiid euemruievrer LGSulsh siemiomaieTeng; sHELTemsW NHAI eretoreoofleSlsd NH-179B,
BevorL &mevions NH-45 ereor sl L g).
« Benefits claimed are reduced travel time, lower fuel use and emissions, less queuing and lower toll operating costs.
Liwieoor GBID GenmS6, Gewmbs erflaun e LweTun® nnib 2 18ipe), auflensulsh &MsSmLY &ennsed LHMID &his SWEHHSE O566) GDDSE ShElLIn6
FaULBLD HEOTEMLOGET.
» The NHAI plans to extend the system to Nemili near Sriperumbudur and Chennasamudaram near Walajah, and has invited bids to replace the plazas on the
Chennai Bypass between Tambaram and Puzhal via Maduravoyal.
uBeLIGLUETT 2im8s aBLAed hHmIb eumengT EHES egaTaraWSHID Spdueunise Qs (weonenw elflauGss NHAI SO Beteng); wgimeumuied eublwing
SMDLTLD (LPSH6L L|Lped euemTUevment 6\&6iTement LimeuLflEsTensouliied 2 eitem smeulqsemean LAHMD er6uld GeHmIliLl (BeTens).
» The same announcement noted that the FASTag Annual Pass, launched on 15 August 2025 at Rs 3,075 for 200 toll crossings or one year, has crossed one
crore users.
2025 gy&evl 15 it e6.3,075 eflemevudieh, 200 &mhishé SLILISET Sibeg QITetBée A walu@ssiulL FASTag syeo® signiwdlé .6 @ Gag
Lwieoti semend sLbgII LsTe 2188 el asflefsss!.

STATIC GK CONNECT

NHAI constituted under National Highways Authority of India Act, 1988; operational from 1995
NHAI sismwéaliu’L gL 8ihdw Cadl BB E:ETEne Spemevonl LID, 1988; 1995 a6 aswedLn®
FASTag settlement platform NPCI's National Electronic Toll Collection (NETC) system
FASTag Siieys semo NPCI-@etr Gadll i6letTevTemn) &imhiss e@sed (NETC) siemioli
Grand Southern Trunk Road The historic Chennai to Tiruchirappalli and Madurai corridor
HTMETOTL. FHTE0T QRIS FTEM6D QF6iTemEnT (P60 HHEFATMLILIETE, LDGIEWT EUEDTUTCVTET EUTLTDMIF FTEWED
Chengalpattu district formed 2019, carved out of Kancheepuram district
616MmISELL (B LML LID ©_(Heumésid 2019, &mehdiymib wreu’ L6 Smba Lfssiu’L g
Nodal Ministry Ministry of Road Transport and Highways
GBTL6D SIWMLOEFFHD snemeull GUTEGaUTSHE! DHMID EHBERFTENE) SNEMIDFSEHLD
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HARD
Madras High Court dismisses election petition against Thirumayam MLA S. Regupathy

Slowibd &L oeotn 2 niifern Cs. TeLHéEE esinmer CoIse Lenene AF6TeneaT 2 WITBSIO6TDD SeTErbLIg

On 1 October 2026 Justice G. K. llanthiraiyan of the Madras High Court dismissed an election petition filed by the defeated candidate against S. Regupathy,
the member elected from the Thirumayam Assembly constituency in Pudukkottai district. The Court held the petition vague, scandalous and vexatious, and
lacking the concise statement of material facts an election petition must contain.
2026 2158Lmu 1 siedtm), eFestement 2 wiibloenin HSHlwrar Gsn. embSlenmulet, LgisGSTenL reul LD SBLowD FLI06TnS asT@&SHuls) CaibesBasLiL L
Gs. Breudss adinns Cameeliybn Geulumemi STés6 aFllg CHIS56 LENIEMEUS SeTEBLILY. AFLSTI. 0T OF6flaDDSTEHRD, HEUSTDNETSTHED, ASTHSTE)
BIHan1LISTESR|D SLILsTaaD, Gaise wenels Sbes Geuemail OLNBET 2 6uTenLoaafl6T &(hoHaLoNeT Sidbans: Seene erermib BT Silelsss.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gsiey wsdws molyser

* The petition is reported as 2026 LiveLaw (Mad) 472. Regupathy had won the seat in the 2026 general election by a margin of 1,492 votes.
8hs eyl 2026 LiveLaw (Mad) 472 ereor sinfldemauiL i’ Beeng). 2026 aungis Caisede Breusl 1,492 ansgsaer elsflunesHs Bbss asneseni
Q6UEOTD.
* The petitioner alleged that the nomination affidavit did not disclose criminal cases and that the counting of votes lacked transparency.
GeulLyogn) Lionevo’l uSHTSSd SO QUPESS6T OeuemluiL L eledemen eTedTMID, 6uTéE eretuTeuvflbemauied AeuefiiLEnL SseiTemio EeDemen ETEOTMID LOENISTIT
&MMLD FMLIq60TT.
» The Court held there is no legal obligation to disclose criminal cases that stood closed before the nomination was filed, and that a counting challenge raised
only afterwards, with no objection taken during the counting itself, was an afterthought.
Geul gy HTéHSH60 OFLSHE (LT (PLa&HE aubd GDHD aUPsEGSHenar euafluiL Galstomnql LS sHLeno SeDeme eTeTNID, QUNSHE 6Tevorettlldensuiedr GLNg)
abs L GaLiemeonyid erpUILIMLO6) Ledreoti L HGLW erqpliulL Feured Libensi Guinsener@ul eredrmib BT Fnmilig).
» A companion plea by a voter was held not maintainable because he appeared through counsel rather than in person.
Qb QUTESTENT HNHSH60 Q1FIS &leweuor en), SiauT Coifled SYBITSHTOE QUPSSTIEHT LD SHBITETSHTE HleDENISSSSHHS V6V ET60TS Situefldaiul Lg).
« Under the Representation of the People Act, 1951 an election petition lies only to the High Court and must set out a concise statement of material facts; failure
to do so is by itself fatal to the petition.
wéseT NTHHHssieus s LD, 1951-Qeir &b Caiged wery 2 wiTHHoemmsHled L BEW Srése asiuiiu. Geusdor®iD; HFed QLTHET 2_cGurenlosefled & (H&SLomeT
anlsens Bmés Ceustr®ib. o5 Sevengg) L BEL eniene (WPl &Hs GUTSILOTETS).

STATIC GK CONNECT

Madras High Court established 1862 under the Indian High Courts Act, 1861; Madurai Bench set up in 2004
ageiTement 2 WITB&loeiTmid HimieuiuL g Sl 2 wirBHoetmiiser gL, 1861-@eir £p 1862; waiewns dener 2004-Qed
Where an election petition is filed Only before the High Court, under Section 80A of the RP Act, 1951
Gsiig6 gD HMéaH6e) OELuD SLIb wéset UITHHHSseus el b, 1951 1ifley 80A Sip 2w HloermssHled L Bio
Time limit for an election petition 45 days from the declaration of the result, Section 81
GiT5H6 LOED)IRHESTEDT SHITe) GUITIDL| wuey snelésiu’L mrefle) bl 45 Briser, ifley 81
Concise statement of material facts Required by Section 83 of the RP Act, 1951
CILINHET 2_600T6mLO&H6M60T Sr(HEHBHLOMET NHeme &s6T NTSBHsseus s b, 1951 19fley 83 Ganméns
Thirumayam constituency In Pudukkottai district, the seat of the former Tondaiman princely state
SBoWb OSTGHH L&15CaHMemL LoTeUL L SS16V; (LPEITEUTTEN EISTETITEMLLONEIT FLD6STEOTHS60T SHemevemLoudL D
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MODERATE
IIT Madras sighs MoU to build authentication and traceability for Gl-tagged crafts

yellent GHui® euDD en&eflemenTll ALINIBHL&EHSE ARIESTID OHMID SLLOMISHE) HeWLDEHES Bl O1F6Teme0r QLILIHSLD

On 1 October 2026 the Indian Institute of Technology Madras signed a memorandum of understanding with the Human Welfare Association for technology
enabled authentication, traceability and sustainable development of India's Geographical Indication tagged crafts and products, so that artisans can establish
the authenticity and origin of their work.
2026 2158 1 sierm), @bSlwnedesr Lellem Gmui® eubhD enselenenrl OLMBLSEHHE OSTHEHI L SigliLenLuleomer ks, L6 HmIb
Hlemeuwiner aueni&dlssns, @b SMALBI LS SHPGHID OF6Ten6T (280lq OF6TEnET) 6ufS He &hiGSSIL6T UfibgleommTe)y QUUbBSD eI LS, Ser
@PEULD EDSHENEMEDTEBITHET STaISET QLNIHL &6 2_6T0TenLOSSHETeMIOMUILLD GHMHMIEUTEHIILD HIMIeY (LIGULD.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gsiey wsdws molyser

» The memorandum was signed by Dr Rajni Kant, General Secretary of the Human Welfare Association, and Professor Manu Santhanam, Dean at [IT Madras,
in the presence of Director Professor V. Kamakoti.
6ofls ML SThIGSHET OLNGIE QFwIeTeT] LTSLT Teeofl &nbs woHmib emlq ageTeneTuledn et GUITEfLIT ey shsmeTd HAGCWMT, BuIsSHT CuITALT ef.
&moGani (eiteflemeuish QUILHSHSE ) ewHAIIRSSI L 60T
* The project is coordinated by Professor M. Manivannan of Applied Mechanics and Biomedical Engineering and Professor John Augustine of Computer
Science and Engineering.
Lwiedtum’ @ uisbsedied whHmib 2 ulflogsgieu’ aumiluiied giemmulsor Guomdfiwiy (1. etsfleustoresoredt LHMID SHevofleuf] Sflediwied wHmID euNMuiwed gewmulesr
GuundAfiT gedt Sisevlq 6T SHAGWINT BbeH HL LSS QHhIEEDET0TSHS DT .
» Work areas include digital authentication applications, product traceability, documentation of Gl crafts and consumer outreach, described by Professor
Augustine as creating a shared trust infrastructure.
ueooflll uGHlsarfled Wletteoflevds SiItEsnE agwedlaer, OLNHT SLLLBBM, LellenT GBuIL(é enseleneraefler SyeueoiL@ssed wHmD HisTGeun eflflliLjewriey
FLiene SILMHIGD; Bens 'LAIDHS HLISmsHS SLLeMMI 2 (bauns&eausns Gy sissviqer efleuflSsm.
» The aim is to let buyers verify an artisan's identity and a product's origin, building consumer trust, safeguarding cultural heritage and creating sustainable
income for craftspeople.
snseilenerehfledr SlemLmeTSHensud aunefler CambmieuTenwib aumhi@ualisseT sflLnTéss alfleuglus Crnéssd; &g msTEaNT HbIlsenaenll eUeTTSHal,
uedorum_BL1 umbufiuSensll LNSISTSHE, en&eleneirehisEhéE Hlemneulmer aubeUTen 2 (HEUTSESLID.
» Tamil Nadu has among the highest numbers of Gl registrations in India, including Kancheepuram silk, Thanjavur paintings, the Thanjavur dancing doll,
Madurai Sungudi, Mahabalipuram stone sculpture and the Nachiarkoil brass lamp.
8hHunelGeaBu aifls yellemi GBuS Bl uleyseneré aameL wblohkiseflsh SDPHTE QeTnI; SMEELTD LB, Sebemewl QeNLkisET, HEHFTONT HEMaILIMLLY
GILIMDEMLD, LOGIERN &hIGLG, LOMDEdELTLD SHEADHLLD HMID HréAwnTCaraie) GSaielensHe SpSleneu SLThIGLD.

STATIC GK CONNECT

IIT Madras established 1959, with West German technical collaboration; located at Guindy, Chennai
@emlq. QF6iTemeDT HmIEULILLL &) 1959, Gun® egiwerflullsr asMMHIL Q&5IEMLOLILL60T; OF6iTemner Sevorquiled
SieWIDHGETETE)
Director of lIT Madras Professor V. Kamakoti
mlq 61F60TemeT BWISHES BT Guondflwir 6. smoGsmg.
Gl law in India Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999, in force 15
Shdwneded yeleni GBI BE sl September 2003
yellent @enlui@ser (Ldley M LUMgSLIL) & LD, 1999; 2003 agliLbul 15 (a6 Sioed
Geographical Indications Registry Located at Chennai, under the Controller General of Patents, Designs and Trade Marks
yedent eBuS G udeusd ageiTemenTuiied SiemLobleTengl; SLflenlo, aulgauemIoLiL LHMID EUTSHSHES (PSS enTsH6T
sLELIUT. G aiflsnfluler
India's first Gl Darjeeling tea
Shdwneder wae yelent GHui® Lmigdedin Gaullemev
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PROMINENT PERSONALITIES * w&&lw 34 @b emLo &6

MODERATE

Asian Games Day 12: India's first individual compound archery medal and a squash double with two Tamil Nadu players

AW eflememun’® 1284 mier: bSwinedledr (&L SeoflBUT SibLeyeor. elebesensl LsssD; &b SOPHTE 6STTsEbL6T sv@euTe STl enL
616)600TSHEVLD

On 1 October 2026, Day 12 of the Asian Games at Aichi-Nagoya, Thirumuru Ganesh Mani Ratnam of Andhra Pradesh won bronze in the men's individual
compound archery event, India's first ever individual compound medal at the Games. India also took bronze in both the men's and women's squash team
events, with Joshna Chinappa of Chennai and Velavan Senthilkumar of Salem in the squads.

2026 &@LU 1 sieotm, e&d-mEammunedled BLbS b eflenemum’ G GuiLigseflsor 12s4b mrerfled, sybHnl ITCsssHemss Coins Hmwm &Eerelq
LoevoflTSeotld SpLeui SevflpLT srbLeletor. ellsbeisensL Liflelsh Aeustorseld QeuetTDNT; Sp&w eflenemur Baerfled @bHwinelledr (e SeoflHLT SbLeyesoT
us&sD @51l gLl HMID Wwaefli evgeuneq siewfll Nifleyssar @retonoeid SHEHIT ClaleTITSID QaIETNE); OF6TenaTemWE Glihs Gemeqeutt feotium HMID
Brausemad Baimhd Beusveuctt OabHHld@GLNT Sievtllserfled L IbOUHIBHHSEOT.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Goiey wsdlws &My ser

* In the bronze medal match Ganesh Mani Ratnam beat Cong Duc Dang of Vietnam 149-144, hitting 14 of 15 shots. He had lost the semi-final to Kim Jongho of
South Korea 144-148.
SleuetTa6eLLI Lisall Guiquileh &Beourely etoflTeond e’ Brdledr & Lé Limhena 149-144 ereor efipsdleormi; 15 sibyserflsh 14-g Qevdedled Lmiisdleormi.
siemquini$luied ageir asmilmeissr S CGummiGanmeiL b 144-148 ereor GsMOIGBHSTI .
» Aged 20 and from Naidupeta in Tirupati district, he had won men's team compound gold the previous day with Sahil Jadhav and Kushal Dalal. India's
compound archery campaign ended with four medals - three gold and this bronze.
Fwiud wreu’Lib pmyGCULsmLenwis Gsiibs 20 euwister e, (PHensW! HeT Fnéle) Lnsel HMID GeqTed FHeomed HEGWINHL 0T Coibhs SpLeuT Sievofl
SMIDLIEYETOTL. ShisHD QeueaTBlEhsmT. Sblunelsr smbue|stor. allsellsensll LILIETOID BHTTE Lis&SMhiSEHL 6T — eiTn] ShisD HMID Sbhs eleleturseald —
HlemmeuemLHSE-
» The women's squash team of Joshna Chinappa, Anahat Singh and Tanvi Khanna lost the semi-final 1-2 to Hong Kong China. The men's team of Abhay Singh,
Veer Chotrani and Velavan Senthilkumar lost its semi-final to Malaysia.
Gggreigeut dlevtlium, e i LHMID 66Nl HedTETT QBMETUTL. sl su@eureiq Sievofll semruinidluiied e SeomelLib 1-2 ereor Gambma). Sl &b,
sfif Gangmevnfl HMID BeusveusT EHSGLONT CGTETITL SpL6ul Sievoll SienruinSluied AWML GHMHDE.
» Joshna Chinappa, born in Chennai in 1986, received the Arjuna Award in 2013 and the Padma Shri in 2024. This was reported as her sixth Asian Games
medal. Velavan Senthilkumar, born in Salem in 1998, is a three time Asian champion.
1986-@6b e\gettementulleh Lmbe Gmmeiqeorm dleoriium 2013-Qeb Sifegeeomm elHenawd, 2024-@ed uslourh eflBenswd OUHDIT. B8 SeuTsE Symreus S
eflememun’ (Bl Ls&sLD ereord aFfleldsiu’Lgl. 1998-@6 Gsesdled LInhs Ceusverst OEHHGSIONT 6T (PemD SpF FmbLilwiedr.
« India also won silver in Greco-Roman wrestling at 97 kg, its first Asian Games final in that discipline since 1962, and took both men's and women's skiff sailing
medals, its first sailing medals of these Games. At the end of the day India had about 65 medals including 10 gold, placing eighth.
97 &Geu HBT&EGHT-CrmoedT eLISSSFID bHWT eleuseml AeuedTE; 1962-66L DG 2ibsl flefls SbHlwineler (waed Sydl eflenemnum’ G Snidli Gumig
85). e wHOID ey 6v&lsl LLGaM L LgsskiseT SetorenLujbd aaustmgl; SlGumigsefls SbSwnelsr s ULGSTLLL Ls&shiseT. HbHHI6T (Lpiq.eiled
ShFHwin 10 Fhisb 2 6TLL &LonT 65 LsSHshISEBLET TLMD SL 556 SbBhos!.
STATIC GK CONNECT

2026 Asian Games

20th edition, hosted by Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, 19 September to 4 October 2026
2026 ol eflememu’ (b1 GuLiq &6

2026181 UL, glimevfledr g&d-pEamum, 2026 aslLbUT 19 Wae SisELILT 4 euenT
Governing body of the Asian Games Olympic Council of Asia, headquarters Kuwait City; next editions Doha 2030 and Riyadh
S eflememuim’ Baefler Hifeuns Siemioliy 2034
28l QeIDLIS SH6 6T, HEMEVEMIOIIBD Geneud HEILD; SiBSS udHlser Gsmamm 2030,
flwng 2034
Archery disciplines

Recurve, the Olympic format, and Compound, which uses cams and a mechanical release
elevelGemal Lfleyaser

fleiel — ediblild eug.eud; smbLeyetor. — GaibaeT HmID SuibST efBeienur

LwiesTLBS 8618
Joshna Chinappa's national honours Arjuna Award 2013 and Padma Shri 2024
Ggreiqeor flevrliLmedetr Gadlw epgisen aifgreom eflma 2013, uslourh 2024
Indian Squash Academy Located at Chennai, Tamil Nadu
BhH evGeureq s LS 61&60T6mE0T, HLOLPHITL Q60 SiemLObHEIETENE]
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IMPORTANT DAYS - (p&s&w Brlser

EASY

International Coffee Day - 1 October, observed with United Nations recognition for the first time
sieuGse sl Sleord — SisGELILT 1; (PSeiTenDILITE: @&EI HTBSET Slenauuledr HbSETTSSIL 6T StsoysTliL|

International Coffee Day was observed on 1 October 2026 with the theme 'Celebrating Coffee, Honouring the People Behind Every Cup'. This twelfth edition

was the first to carry formal United Nations recognition, granted by General Assembly Resolution A/RES/80/248, with the Food and Agriculture Organization
invited to facilitate the observance in collaboration with the International Coffee Organization.

2026 @sC8Lnmui 1 sieotm) 'smienwé asnesornBEeurd, Geuaeun s CanlienuseL Lietermed 2 _eer WeuflETsenar GUTHMIGeUND' 6Ten)d SBLALNHEBL 6T TGS
& Hlend signiFflSasiLlLg). &.b1. aungE emus Sionerd A/RES/80/248 apeold eulprhisLILl L (HeDDUITET @& HTBSE6T Sienel MRSHMTSEDSLI SILDD (LPS6D
ugliy @bsli LettesfiTesormeus) LS, sTeuCss &Ml SiemloliL 6T Semevonbg SbHTemeT QbhiSenemsHs 2 66 LHMID BeUeTTEooTenlD HeMLOLIL] HEMLPSESLILL LS.

KEY EXAM POINTS - Gaiey wsdws molyser

» The day was first celebrated on 1 October 2015 at Expo Milano in Milan, following a decision by International Coffee Organization members in 2014.

2014-@6b sieuBse sl siemwlifler 2 piifleniser erBSS (Wigemeusd ASTLIHS, 2015 SisGLILIT 1 Sty Wlevrenfled HLbS erden@ur WleonGeormelled Sbmbeir
(WPSET(LPSHE06D E\BTETOTLMLLILIL L 5.

» Up to 25 million farming households produce about 80 per cent of the world's coffee. The leading producers are Brazil, Vietham and Colombia; India is the
seventh largest producer and fifth largest exporter.

2.5 Gamg euemruileoneor efleusmus GBOUMIGET 2_cdler smiulsh s 80 ss6lisdems 2 HusH aELSeTmET. (peiteteool 2 pugdwneniser NGTHs), efwi mmb
LHMID asreobLliwT; AW erpmeug) aLfll 2 HusHwimenT LHMID ebsTeus Ul eHmLoSuImeT.
« India's 2025-26 production is estimated at 3,73,000 tonnes, roughly 30 per cent Arabica and 70 per cent Robusta. Karnataka accounts for about 68.8 per cent,
Kerala 21.5 per cent and Tamil Nadu 5.4 per cent.
@hdHwnededr 2025-26 2_pHusd 3,73,000 Ledreomns Sl L’ Geengy; amsanp 30 sselisb 2@l 70 sgelign GrmuevLT. &IBILE&T s 68.8 sgelisi,
Gagemm 21.5 esefigb, sODPHIE 5.4 sa6isL0.
» Tamil Nadu's coffee tracts are the Pulneys, the Nilgiris, the Shevaroys in Salem and the Anamalais in Coimbatore. Unlike the national pattern, Tamil Nadu is
Arabica dominant; the Nilgiris is its one Robusta majority tract.
SIOPHML 60T HMIL LGS ST Lipesfl] emevser, Beodlfl, Gsevddledr GemeunmLen emese HMID GSMUDLSSHTI6 Syemeoeneser. a5 (PemMEE LMD
SODHTIg60 SGTIsT Hésb aedbadnsg; Heodif GG GrmusvLT AHsD 2 6Ter LGS

« India exported coffee worth about Rs 15,292 crore in 2024-25, a rise of just over 40 per cent on the previous year. Europe takes about 70 per cent of exports,
with Italy the single largest buyer.

2024-25-@ebd @pHwim &oni ¢5.15,292 Gsig wllieem smienwt ahmiod O&LSS); (Phens petorenL el 40 s56i558I6GWD FHNI HH ST 2 WIT6Y.
abmiSuied siomi 70 ss6efissems LGIMILT TBSeIEa&METEADE; B55T60 SHeuflIOLIBLD EUMhIGHL.

STATIC GK CONNECT

International Coffee Day

1 October; first celebrated 2015 at Milan; UN recognised in 2026
Fi6uBs8 s Hleord

266 1; 2015-@6b Wlevrenfled (wa&ed e\smesorLLLLD; 2026-@6d 3.5, SidsTIiD
UN resolution recognising the day

A/RES/80/248; FAO facilitates with the International Coffee Organization
Bbmrener SImssfHs .m. Sionerd

A/RES/80/248; siieuBse &l siemwoliLjL et Qenevonbgl FAO & rhidlenemmésdns)
India's rank in coffee

7th largest producer and 5th largest exporter in the world
&Miufed @nbHlwnedeor sreuflens

2_eéleh 7gpeug auflw 2 pusSuinent, Sopeus el ermHmoSuwimeny
Karnataka, about 68.8 per cent; Tamil Nadu is third with about 5.4 per cent
SIHILSN, &omT 68.8 #s6isb; SOHIE cwermmd SLib, &om 5.4 g56is0

Largest coffee producing State
ads &Ml 2_pusd e

Coffee Board of India Set up under the Coffee Act VII of 1942; headquarters Bengaluru; Ministry of Commerce
SpdHw smi eunrfluid and Industry

& b VI, 1942-@6b1 &1p SHem0&SSLILLL ), HEDEEDIOWISHLD CILIRISCEB(H; 6U600fS0D
LOHMID OSMHIED SHeWIDEEEHID
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