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ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY
| FMMIE L6V & Ljauwisy

MEDIUM

India sets out its COP31 priorities at the UNFCCC Pre-COP31 meeting in Fiji

| Weflufev BemL@QumMD UNFCCC (1p6iT-COP31 gl Lgg6b COP31-&amest @b wmedlesr (pesteniiflenLogseir

Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change Bhupender Yadav, leading the Indian delegation, addressed the plenary on COP31 priorities at the
UNFCCC Pre-COP31 meeting held in Fiji, in a release issued on 7 October 2026. The Pre-COP was co-hosted by Australia, Fiji and Tuvalu. He said the twenty-sixth-
plus climate process must now focus on closing gaps, fulfilling commitments already made and accelerating implementation of the Paris Agreement rather than
reopening settled questions. The Minister framed India's ask as measuring success at Antalya by three tests — accelerated implementation, support actually
reaching those in need, and the scaling up of solutions that already work. He flagged the mismatch between the 1.5 degree Celsius temperature limit and the means
of implementation made available to developing countries, and pointed to gaps between modern climate science on the one hand and traditional knowledge,
practices and ethics on the other, as well as between pledged resources and felt needs on the ground. The 31st session of the Conference of the Parties to the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP31) will be held at Antalya, Turkiye, in November 2026.
FHMI&F(GLP6V, 6U6ITLD LoMHMILD STeLElEn6L LIMMHMSGHINM LSS HenWEFFT LHEUBST WrsHel, @hHWws & ensu ulfbLss), LNedlufsy
BEnLGILIMHM UNFCCC (p6tT-COP31 Sal L& H\6iT (P(PenLns Fal LiHlev COP31-&ament (peiTen)lflennseT &M &g 2 enFwmmerTy; @&
Qe rLyumeT CEFWH s @MY 2026 S&5CLTUT 7 Settm GeusluNL LI LG yevSlCreSiwm, Nedl wmmib Hleumsy SpEW BT[HE6T @b (LP6dT-
COP sal L&Hems QeneutThg) BL&Her. HissLliulL Caeralsener Wetsr(hib HmLiiens aNhHss!, @enL6suaflasemer HlFLiLsugi, gnol&eTGou
SeflssiulL 2 mSelwrflssns HlenmGaummieug) wHMID UMfle @ULBSSSH 6T HLeuTssSHms allenrea|ubhlssialg o sliieummls
HMeVBlensy GlFWev(LPenm @LICLITE] S6u6sTD GlF6y|S5s GouetsT(HID 6TeITM) SieUT FamlesTT. SiHSHevWITeN6L Gleumlenw epesTmI
3166 B&HTELEEITITEL Bi6TE:S CaussoT(hild — eNemTayUHISHLILILL SLeVTSSLD, CoHemauliL(hHLaTeHameT 2 6sTenuilCeuGul Q\F6TMEnL LD U576,
oMb FHE&eTCeu LisveTerfls @b e sensT alifle|ubhls a5 — eTeTLCH @ bSHlWmeilesT CaHMA&EmaITS HMDESF]T (PTemeUSSTT. 1.5
19 &1l ClEFevFliieny GleuLILI 6UTLDLIE G, 6UST(HLD BHT(H&(EHEE) ULPRISLILIHID SLDEVTEHS 6ULS(LPEDME ETHE LD @enL Guiwimest
QUTHS SO 6TEMOEMW S6UT Sl 9SSBT Ig6sTITTT; et STevbleney imaflwisy|s @ UmFbUlu ey, HenL(LPenmaEsT MHMILD
QBM)(Wemm & (EHE G @enL G, Ceaid 2 MIHWeflSSLILLL 6U6THISEhHES G HemsHHlev 2 asTTLIL{HID CHemeus Eha @ W @enLGw 2 6Ter
@evLGsusNEemerub SieuF GMLULLTT. B&HW BT(hHssreT &mevbleney LITHM HLLemLIL QULIBSSH 6T 31-61g| URIGHML| HT(H&6T
BT (COP31) 2026 MHeubUIflev &I(HESSUN6T SibH&60WITalley HenLGILIM)LD.
KEY EXAM POINTS
* Bhupender Yadav led India's delegation to the UNFCCC Pre-COP31 meeting in Fiji.
» The Pre-COP31 was co-hosted by Australia, Fiji and Tuvalu.
* COP31 will be held at Antalya, Turkiye, in November 2026.
« India's three tests for COP31: accelerated implementation, support reaching those in need, scaling up existing solutions.
» He flagged the gap between the 1.5 degree Celsius limit and the means of implementation for developing countries.
* UNFCCC (p6iT-COP31 gal LS SHMaTerT @QbEH W & (Wensu LGUBHST WmsHel euLflBLESH 6o,
* e&CreSiwm, 1N HMID (Heumsy| G)emestThg) (PesT-COP31-g3 L& 6T
+ COP31 2026 BeulbLIfl6b &) (H&&HUN6T Sih&HevWmesley [HenLGlLmILD.
+ COP31-&&meur @b&lwimeilest eLpetTm Si6meyCaHmev&6iT: 69lenr6y SevTE s, CHemeuLILI(HILIUTHNET SN Y SHT6, S sensr
efflejubSsIBe0.
* 1.5 9&ifl Qaevdlwien surbL& L euem(hid BT(h&sefesr oweurss eulfl(penma e @ @enLulleumeT GenLGlausflenwis silgsaITL g 6oy
STATIC GK CONNECT

Venue of Pre-COP31 Fiji
(p6dT-COP31 BemLGLIMHM @IL LD 9Ned)
Pre-COP31 co-hosts Australia, Fiji and Tuvalu
(P6IT-COP31 @)606W0T BLSSIBTE6T e Credlwim, Ned) HMID (Hleumsyl
COP31 host and date Antalya, Turkiye, November 2026
COP31 BL&GID @LLD oMmILD C&HH SIBSEVWIT, &I(HEE), 2026 HEULDLIT
Convention UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), adopted 1992, in force 1994
QUUBHSLD 0.16IT. &Mevblensv MMM SLLenLoLIL eLiLIbhsD (UNFCCC), 1992-60 gL, 1994-60 34106y
Paris Agreement Adopted at COP21 in 2015; aims to limit warming to well below 2 and ideally 1.5 degree Celsius
umflen eUUbSLD 2015-60 COP21-60 FM&LILLLG); GleuliLiwmgensv 2 lghlfleGn S, Hmiurs 1.5 19&ifls s,
SLEUUGESSHID B6vsE,
India's nodal ministry Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC)
@nsHlwreafssr GHITL6Y SHENLEFSLD SMHMIFG5LP6V, EU6STLD LDMHMILD SHTEVHIEN6V LTMHM HeMDESFEHLD (MOEFCC)
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POLITY & GOVERNANCE
| sirfwsvenioliLy & oy A

K& easy
Health Ministry announces the national launch of JOSH Teams for TB elimination
| ereCrmi euflliLsaneT JOSH &wsseafer Cal QBTLESSMS G&HTHTT SHeNDEFSLD SiMaNIL|

The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare announced on 7 October 2026 that JOSH Teams — Joint Squad for Health — would be launched nationally on 8
October 2026 at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi. The launch is led by Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare Jagat Prakash Nadda, with Union Minister for
Labour and Employment and for Youth Affairs and Sports Mansukh Mandaviya, Minister of State for Defence Sanjay Seth and Chief Minister of Delhi Rekha Gupta.
Phase 1 covers 55 districts across 11 States. Each JOSH Team deliberately brings together three streams — Class-| officers of the Government, MY Bharat
volunteers and National Cadet Corps (NCC) cadets — making it a convergence of three ministries: Health and Family Welfare, which owns the tuberculosis
framework; Youth Affairs and Sports, which runs MY Bharat; and Defence, which runs the NCC. The teams will work at block and ward level on Jan Bhagidari lines,
spreading awareness of tuberculosis symptoms, prevention, diagnosis and the importance of completing treatment, and countering stigma and myths. New
information, education and communication material for the TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan and 'Khushi Avatar', an artificial-intelligence chatbot for tuberculosis awareness,
are to be released at the same event. In 2025, 67,933 panchayats across 697 districts were certified TB Mukt.

JOSH (5 (& &6 — Joint Squad for Health (&m&mTrs&HmameT sal (hHl LenL) — 2026 HSCLTUT 8 6Tm] L5 $6V6d) LIMTE evoTL LisHlev G dlw
Slemailey CIFTLRISLILIHID 6TetTM)| LSS SFETHMTTLD HMID & HIDL HEVSHIENM HEMDEFSHLD 2026 H&ECLTUT 7 Si6tTm] 1M eNSSHS). LSS
FHTHTILD LMHMID G HIDU HEVSSHIEOM HDEFFT 085 LNTETen HLLT Hemevenouilsy, Qs TevmsT HeussT MM GCelemeveumiiliL], @\ener(shy
H6V6ST LOMMILD eNEMETWITL(HSHHIENM HEMOEFEF LD6TE 8 LOMesoTLeNWIT, UMTGISTLILSHES60M @)6en6stTenss FEhail Gas wmmib &eved)
PHVEWLEFT Cram GUST UHCWITT SH60HGIC & TETH TN, (PH6V SLLLD 11 MHlevrhiserley 55 LDMeUL L BISEN6T 2 6TemLS&WIg)]. ¢o61G6l6UT(
JOSH (& (WeyLb eypestm) LNfleysemer g6t ememTSHSEIME — HTF 6T (PSH6V UG LIL| HHSTFl&sT, MY LTTs ClgmesTL g6 whmib Caelw
LomesoTed [y LiemL (NCC) LOMeBToUT&6T — @)&63TIT6V @)5)] PPN 6N &S MISET 6T 69(ThHhIE eM6stTeUNs: D&M HTECHTIS SLLenLLIEnLIS

Q& metoTL &H&TSHTILD LHMID G H DU HEu&S IemM; MY LTT&HenS HLSSHID @)en6T(shy HevedT LMHMILD efemerwiml (Hagenm; NCC-emw HLESID
UM&ISTULSSI60Mm. et LT ST SigliLienLufey eul LD oMM eur(h Siemailev @b (& W&&6T QFweoLhHD; HsTeECHTU6T DM G e,
SHiLY, Crmwumlgey LHMID HHFmaeni (PPenLWTs Hlenme| ClFUIeG6T (PSHHWSZHIAID G &S NI emTTensuls LFLiLeuCsm(),
HEMMEIHSHE0H LD HEUMTET [HLOLNSE0HSHMETLD 6TH TOISTET(EHLD. HTECHTII @606V LITTHLD @ WSHHHHMETT LW 6160, &606I HMmID
QIBTLITL| 6UETTRISETHLD, STECHMII e9fLIL|ewoT eS8 meT ClEFWwhens HiesuTemTmle] SFLenL Ll QurMlwmeT 'Gad HeusTy 2 1b 4Cs
HlapaNsv GleusflulLLiifhlélesTment. 2025-60 697 meuL L Mkig660 67,933 2any &6 HTECHTII @606V M6 6T6dTM)] &FMedTM6r 188 LILILL6DT.

KEY EXAM POINTS
* JOSH stands for Joint Squad for Health.

« National launch on 8 October 2026 at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi, led by Jagat Prakash Nadda.

* Phase 1 covers 55 districts across 11 States.

» Teams combine Class-I officers, MY Bharat volunteers and NCC cadets — a three-ministry convergence.
« 'Khushi Avatar', an Al chatbot for tuberculosis awareness, is released at the same event.
« In 2025, 67,933 panchayats across 697 districts were certified TB Mukt.
+ JOSH etsttLg 6T 69 ifleurdsgLb Joint Squad for Health.
* 2026 S18CLITLIT 8 465TM)| L&) Hl6L6ed) LTS 6tsTLLISH6L 085 LNT&Tas HLLT Sensvenullsy CHFlw C1&Hm_gaLb.
* P56V SLLID 11 THevrki&es) 55 LTEULLBISEN6T 2 6T6TL&EIWG|.
* (PHEL UL SFHsm&EeT, MY LmTs ClgmessTLise6T wmmb NCC mesTeufserfler @)ensure] — eLP6iTn)| SHEDLDEFS 6 (ThHIH enewTsy.
» BTFECHTI NI 6TTT6 S & MeT QlFWMHens MmietoTesormey HTLenLLl Qurm) 'Geag Seugmy’ Gleustlui@.
* 2025-60 697 LOMeUL L MIS6M60 67,933 2enymFl&6T STFCHTI @)EV6VTEHEn6U ET68TE FTET)].

STATIC GK CONNECT

Full form of JOSH
JOSH-61 69 ifl6um& &b
Launch venue and date
QzTLES @)L HMID CaH&
Phase 1 coverage
WPSH6v &L Lyl
Three ministries involved
FF(HIUL(H6TT6IT ELPEITM| S EDLDE & 85156
Parent campaign
ST @IS
Causative organism of TB
STECHTEnW gHLHSHID &) (Lo
NCC
NCC — Ga#lw omevsreury LisnL

Joint Squad for Health

Joint Squad for Health — &&r&MySHHhameT sal (HLU LienL
Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi, 8 October 2026

LM Lo6BoTLLILD, L|g) &)6060), 2026 i8GLTLT 8
55 districts in 11 States

11 rblevraiserfled 55 LOMeUL L hIg6T
Health and Family Welfare; Youth Affairs and Sports; Defence

FSMHTTLD LoMHMILD & HIDU HEVLD; @\en6T(shIT HeVedT LMMILD eNemeTwITL(H); UT&HISTLIL|
TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan; India aims to end TB as a public health problem

STECHT @6V6VITE LTS @W&HSWD; CUTg) &&TeTTL NFfenarns sreEChIen (P98 G B)evs s,
Mycobacterium tuberculosis, identified by Robert Koch in 1882

enW&CaTUTsSLIefILb 9L LFEGEsurdlen, 1882-60 TrUFL CaHME SHevoTL M HSTT

National Cadet Corps, raised in 1948, headquartered in New Delhi, under the Ministry of Defence
Ga W mesTaUf LIsoL, 1948-60 2_(HEUMESHLD, HEN6VMDWISLD L] Hl6060), LITSHISTLIL| HeNDEFFSHSH60T SHLD
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EEN vebium

PMGSY Chintan Shivir sets the roadmap for rural connectivity; PMGSY-IV targets 62,500 km
| Agmwiyw GenewrliLsameT aufSHLEms 6uEsSS PMGSY flbser &lafy; PMGSY-IV @)6v8 @ 62,500 &).15.

The Ministry of Rural Development reported on 7 October 2026 the outcome of a two-day Chintan Shivir on the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY), held
on 5 and 6 October 2026 at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi. Over twenty-five years the scheme has built about 8 lakh kilometres of rural roads. Its fourth phase,
PMGSY-IV, targets about 62,500 kilometres of all-weather roads connecting 25,000 eligible unconnected habitations, with an outlay of Rs 70,125 crore. Union
Minister for Rural Development and for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Shivraj Singh Chouhan pressed for GPS-based monitoring and artificial-intelligence field
verification of works. Minister of State for Rural Development Kamlesh Paswan stressed contractor accountability through the five-year maintenance period and the
particular difficulties of North-Eastern and other hard terrain. Secretary, Rural Development, Rohit Kansal called for mission-mode State action plans. Experts from
the Central Road Research Institute (CRRI), the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) and the
Border Roads Organisation (BRO) made presentations. The digital tools named were the Online Management, Monitoring and Accounting System (OMMAS) and
GPS-based Vehicle Tracking Systems, with geo-tagged evidence, coordinated through the National Rural Infrastructure Development Agency (NRIDA).
2026 S18GLTUF 5 HMmID 6 Hw CoHlserlev Lig £Hevedl LTS werLLSSHl60 LNTsLw wiHH Il Ly FLé Cuirgestm (PMGSY) GMH&)
BEOLGILIMHM @\ BeT HbsetT FlaNF ol LsHetT aNemeresemer HFTOLILID 6UsTTES SenEFasH0D 2026 HHCLTUT 7 6tTm] OS5 eNsH55).
@ HUSOSHS] UeT(H&6T60 @SS LLD &M 8 UL&FLD SCeumBLLF EFTOLILM SFTeN6VSHEN6T {EDLDSHSIET6NS]|. & 60T HT6ITSTLD &L LLDTET
PMGSY-1V, @\ensmTlIL| @)60V6VMS &ESU|enL I 25,000 &lgul(HLIL|SHEDET @)em6stTsGLD &M 62,500 HGVMLBLLIT 66T SILI LI(THEU FTen6086n 6l
£1.70,125 G&ly @&16SL 1960 @l6v&:8 T8 ClametT(heTeng). Lisw&EhaE GPS 3iyliLienLulleumsst setorsmessflliL] LoMHmID QFwMHens
miesoTssoTmley FMHS &em sumyLiL Ceussor(HIb eTedTm| SFmoliLm eueTf&d) wmHmIb CeusTmessrenio HMID eNeUFTUNSHET HEVSGHIENM LDSHH W
SO EET Fleurmey Flm GlFeTammeT suedlu|m|&SH 6T, bl evor(H UFTLLILE STeusHH60 UILIHSESSTTISHe6l6T QUTmILILesTiea LMHMILD
6ULELPE S, MM LM Slgestoment BlevLiLiFLiLserflest FIMUILE H& 6086 GMISE! HFTLiLm eUsTTES @)enewTlenEs T &L0G606%s
LImen6umesT 6u60l WM& 6uTITIy. LomHlevmisseT Listoll @wigs emmuiley ClEwsh SILLmiGEener 2 (heurss CeussorT(hid eredTm| HFTOLILIM eUT &S S
Hlenm& QFwevmery Crmanls seiraev Camifletmy. HH W Frensv oy Fmilsd) Blimieuestd (CRRI), Ca&lw CUIAILT GLo6VTESITERLD 24 6M650TIILD
(NDMA), GUIAILTY &G, 2 6TTaLLenLoLIL|&&TeT Fal LenlLiL] (CDRI) LoMMILD T6L6M6VE FTEneV&6T SenloLiL] (BRO) oy &lwieumnilest HL|ssoriaser
eNeTE&HHSHTLFSHen6T 6ULPMEIE 6T, @)emneusTil GLOEVTETITEnLD, S68oTaMesuiILIL| LOMMILD SHevTaE L) SfenioliL] (OMMAS) wHmIb GPS
Sl LILIENLUN6VITETT 6UTEEBTE S650TEHTeut LI SHenOLILIS6T Y dliens Lie-@GmEblamey &metTm)| & eThLetT LwetTU(HSSLILIGHID; @eneu Gaflw
Slymoliym 2 6TslLenliL Gubuml(h) p&enw (NRIDA) suLflins 6 (hki&)enesorsssLiL (h & esTmeoT.

KEY EXAM POINTS

* PMGSY Chintan Shivir was held on 5 and 6 October 2026 at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi.
* PMGSY has built about 8 lakh km of rural roads in twenty-five years.
* PMGSY-IV targets about 62,500 km connecting 25,000 unconnected habitations.
* PMGSY-IV outlay is Rs 70,125 crore.
« Shivraj Singh Chouhan is the Union Minister for Rural Development; Kamlesh Paswan is Minister of State.
« Monitoring tools: OMMAS and GPS-based Vehicle Tracking Systems, coordinated through NRIDA.
* 2026 918GLTU 5, 6 CaBlserflev Ligl £60ed) LTS WevsTL LSS 60 PMGSY Hbgetr Flelly.
* QLSS HS] e (HB6I{l6b PMGSY &M 8 6UL&LD &).L5. HFTOLILM FTENEVEHED6T H6MLDSS 6T
* @ en6torLiL] @6V6VITE 25,000 (8l UN(HLILISED6T @lenemTés &My 62,500 &).L5. PMGSY-IV @)6v& (8.
* PMGSY-IV 8188 ¢.70,125 Gaimig.
* fleugmeh FAmi Q\FeTammesT LFTOLLM 6UeTFEH SH W HeDESFT; HL0C6VE LITEN6UTET @)60)600TILIENLOEE .
* HETUTSTetsi1LIL 8 &(HeN&6T: OMMAS LMMILD GPS 6UME6sTs: S66oTa MestiILIL| SHeMmLOLIL&6T, NRIDA 6uLf) 6 (ki emesorLiL.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Scheme Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY), launched on 25 December 2000

HILLLD
PMGSY-IV target
PMGSY-IV @l6u&(&
PMGSY-IV outlay
PMGSY-IV 5188
Cumulative achievement
RLHOWLTSS FMgHenesr
Nodal ministry and agency
GBITL6V SENEFFSLD LDHMILD (LPEHEMLD
Monitoring system
H6u0T& MevsfILIL| SjemioliL

Maintenance obligation
ugmifliiLys SLenL

Nysio whH K ST FL86 Guimresstm (PMGSY), 2000 9&DUT 25-60 QS TLE&SLD
About 62,500 km of all-weather roads to 25,000 habitations

25,000 (519.u9)(HLIL|85(6THE>(8) &LOMIT 62,500 &).L5. eMm6sTSHIL1 Li(HEU FTen60s6T
Rs 70,125 crore

€1.70,125 Gasmig
About 8 lakh km of rural roads in twenty-five years

B(HUSDSHSI UetoT(H&6Tl6L &OMT 8 VL&D &).L5. HFToLlILm FTenev&6T
Ministry of Rural Development; National Rural Infrastructure Development Agency (NRIDA)

Hymoliym eueTied SemeFsDd; CHH W SFmoliym 2 eTalLenliL Gubuml( pasen (NRIDA)
Online Management, Monitoring and Accounting System (OMMAS)

@ emewrL GLOVITEBITEMLD, & 60T T6TDfILIL| LOMMILD SHEwaTSHEI6) SemLoLiL] (OMMAS)
Contractors accountable through a five-year maintenance period

oh&| 680T(H LFTIALILIE &TeVLD 6UenIT RLILIHSEHSTITTE EhHE G ClUmmiLiL
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KA HarD

Reporting of Scheduled Caste beneficiaries made mandatory for major credit schemes after NCSC intervention
| NCSC semevuIienLs QBTLIHE WEHE W sLetr S Lruseflsh L ipwish & Lwemenaser afleurd omleflliLg) &LLmuLd

Following an intervention by the National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC), the Department of Financial Services (DFS) in the Ministry of Finance has
directed all State Level Bankers' Committee (SLBC) and Union Territory Level Bankers' Committee (UTLBC) convenors to report, scheme-wise and bank-wise, both
the number and the percentage of Scheduled Caste beneficiaries in their periodic review meetings. The directions, issued on 5 October 2026 and placed on record in
a release of 7 October 2026, also require convenors to share that data with the NCSC and to submit an action-taken report to the DFS by 9 October 2026, with a
further update within thirty days. The trigger was a letter of 24 September 2026 from NCSC Secretary Vivek Kumar Devangan to the Secretary, DFS, pointing out
that SLBC reports did not reflect the Scheduled Caste share of lending, which hindered the Commission in discharging its constitutional duty under Article 338(5)(c)
of the Constitution to participate in and advise on the planning of socio-economic development of Scheduled Castes and to evaluate the progress of that
development. The schemes covered are the Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY), Stand-Up India, the Prime Minister's Employment Generation Programme
(PMEGP), PM SVANiIdhi, the Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE) and the MSME Business Loan scheme.
Calw uligwev Fr&ufley ememTid (NCSC) CmElaTesTL HemevuiienL s CIGTLIHE, HH SenwsassHler HlHs Caameussr glenm (DFS),
SIED6ETTH G| TIH6V iemeaSlevITesT eurIS W6 (& (L (SLBC) mmIb wiesflwest NyCsea SismaNsumest surbidlwimer &L (UTLBC)
R(THEIEMETITLILITETTE (6THE (S, SHEUTS6IFIEIT HIT6V 66 LMY 168 Fal Lmhigerfley Sl Leumflumse|b eurisleumflwmgsayb LLiguisy Fms
vwestmeflgerflett eresoTenoll&engsenwiw|b F&56i55mF WD SiMlalss Calstor(hHb eTettm| 2 S5Teill (HleTemg). 2026 &EELTLIT 5 6T
WpUfssiulL @bs 2 5576 ssT 2026 SsCLTUF 7 CFHsE&nHILIN60 uHle| QFWWLILLL6T; HbHSHES SFened NCSC-WLeT Lirki&lL6b, 2026
SI&CLITUIT 9-8 (86T DFS-6(& 6T(HSSLILILL HLOIYSMS N &Hensenls FDFULNNSSa|D, (PLILG| HTL8EhHSE6T G| em LgILgNlienu
Si6flBEH|LD 6 (HRISlen6eTTLILIMET&6T SLenLILIL (hsTemenry. NCSC GlawevmsTy eNGeus Gy Cameunmigssst 2026 GIFLILDUIT 24 oesTm| DFS
QlEWEVITET(H5:(E, TS HleBHGL @QSM (&S SITETT(HSHEVTES HEMDHSHG!; HL6IT 6ULPMRIGH6E016V LIL g6y Frhufleifler Lkiems SLBC Sim&ens a6
Nr&luedlsseilsvensy sresTmILd, LILIguisy Frhlufeifler &epss-ClummerTsTy eusTiEs s S LISILedl6v LmiGashm UGeureemest SefllILIGID HS
sueTyEFUN6T (PeTCeTMHMEHemS H LI HleugIb Sy Hw rdlwevsnioliesr LNifley 338(5)(c)-65T SHLp eU(HLD H6TE HTFIIEVENLOLIL|E &HLEBLDERI
HlenmGeunmisuley Q&) HeOLIWITE @\(HHSHG TeTMID HH6L i lgSsSTLLULL I HHSSI. 2 6TerLsasIUlL SLLmger: Nrsw whH psrm
Guirggest (PMMY), sluLmesoTl-3iL1 @b&Hlwim, LNrsifler CousmeveumiiliL] 2 (Heumssss SILLLD (PMEGP), PM eveurbl&), mi wmmib £mi
QB TLH6L8 (ETHESHTEST HLEIT 2 HHT6UNS [H1h Sm&sLLensT (CGTMSE) ommib MSME euessflas sLetT HILLLD.

KEY EXAM POINTS

» The Department of Financial Services issued the directions on 5 October 2026.
* SLBC and UTLBC convenors must report Scheduled Caste beneficiary numbers and percentages scheme-wise and bank-wise.
» The NCSC's duty arises under Article 338(5)(c) of the Constitution.
* NCSC Secretary Vivek Kumar Devangan wrote to the DFS Secretary on 24 September 2026.
» Schemes covered: PMMY, Stand-Up India, PMEGP, PM SVANidhi, CGTMSE and MSME Business Loan.
* 2026 S18CLTUT 5 6ot HlFHE CarensuseT glemm 2 G576 sen6T GleusfluiliLg).
* SLBC mm)b UTLBC ep(hrilenemtliLmemigssT SL, surideurfluims uligulsy &méh Lwermefgefler srssorensisens, &56i556m8 Simelds
GeusvoT(HILD.
* Al wevemoLiNedr LNifley 338(5)(c)-65T &L NCSC-65T HL6DILD 6T(LPSIMSI.
+ NCSC Qawevmsy eNGeuds GLoMy G&HeuMhIgesT 2026 CIFLILLDLIT 24-60 DFS GIFW6VITET (T8 (5 6T(L & 6vTITT.
* 2 6MEMLSSLILLL HLLRIGsT: PMMY, stuLmesor-SiL1 @b wm, PMEGP, PM eveuiflgh), CGTMSE, MSME 6uetsflsss sL60T.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Constitutional article Article 338 — National Commission for Scheduled Castes; duty cited is Article 338(5)(c)
SirdlwsvemioliLls 1Nifley Nifley 338 — GaFw L igwiey srdlullest QuemenoTwlid; GMIULILLILLL sLenw 19ifley 338(5)(c)
Scheduled Tribes counterpart Article 338A — National Commission for Scheduled Tribes, created by the 89th Amendment, 2003
LILIg U160 LILOTBI(E19.uSl6uTI (&)60)630T S4,606T0TLLILD 191fley 338A — Galw LILIgWI6 LILPMI (& 19uN6sT QLemesTiLLD, 89-6ug| &(HESLW, 2003
NCSC composition A Chairperson, a Vice-Chairperson and three other members appointed by the President
NCSC &jemioLiLy R(H HEMEVEUT, QR( HIENETTS SEMEVEUIT LOMHMILD EP6TM] 2 MILILNGTTEHET, (SlgUITs S HED6VEUTTEV HILILDESTLD
Issuing department Department of Financial Services (DFS), Ministry of Finance
2 5576l L &lenm hlBle Caemeuse glemm (DFS), (H&) en&asid
PMMY Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana, launched 8 April 2015; Shishu, Kishore, Tarun and Tarun Plus categories
PMMY — 19g&L whH S warm Guirgnestm Wysw whH K WsrT Guimegssm, 2015 LT 8 QBTLESLD; &g, SICaRIT, & (HevoT, &(Hevor Llemei
6U6M & GH6T
Stand-Up India Launched 5 April 2016 for SC, ST and women entrepreneurs; loans of Rs 10 lakh to Rs 1 crore
6L TEBOTL -1 @bl 2016 grLiy6L 5 QIS TLESLD; LILIgu1sh &M, LILOMmIGly, Gt 65mifleyLpemetCoum(hs (& ¢rh.10 VL&D (LPS60
emh.1 GasITlg eU6EDIT L 65T
PM SVANidhi PM Street Vendor's AtmaNirbhar Nidhi, launched 1 June 2020 for street vendors
PM eveurbl ) PM Qg eNwmumiflessT sy swblFul B, 2020 2996t 1 QGTLESD, 618 [ aNwmLTfs EhsE,
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EE vebium

Jal Jeevan Mission 2.0 reviewed at IIM Bengaluru; rural tap connections cross 15.96 crore households
| M Quirugsest rENEL 260 SBeuetT @ WIS ELD 2.0 LMISYU16]; HFTOLILD GLOMUI @)enesTLILS6T 15.96 GaiTly. (3B IDLIRISM6TE &LIHS6T

The Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation (DDWS) held a regional review of States and Union Territories on Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) 2.0 at the Indian
Institute of Management, Bengaluru, reported on 7 October 2026. It was chaired by Secretary, DDWS, Ashok K. K. Meena, with Additional Secretary and Mission
Director of the National Jal Jeevan Mission (NJJM), Kamal Kishore Soan. The headline figure is that rural tap water connections have risen from about 3.27 crore
households when the Mission was launched in August 2019 to over 15.96 crore households now. JJM 2.0 marks a deliberate shift from creating infrastructure to
sustainable and accountable service delivery. A Water Service Study presented at the review found pipeline leakage and damage to be the leading cause of supply
disruption, followed by power cuts and low voltage; the DDWS is accordingly in discussion with the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy on solarising drinking
water assets. Professor Gopal Naik, who holds the JIJM Professor Chair at 1IM Bengaluru, presented on optimising JJM power costs by comparing grid and solar
supply on a life-cycle basis, and separate research drew on Water Quality Management Information System (WQMIS) data. Other priorities set out were Har Ghar
Jal certification in PM-JANMAN villages, Jal Arpan, handover of completed schemes to Gram Panchayats and Village Water and Sanitation Committees, and a
Decision Support System for source sustainability.
06v SBaletT @uISSLD (JIM) 2.0 (GM &5 IHlevkgsT MM WieswesT LNFCsHEmsEhEETeT 6ULLTY LMY LIS Fol L Hens &b LoHmILD
SHMNenLS Slenm (DDWS) QlLIMkIgesh(H @S Gosumsssrenio HimiessHle LSS WG @& 2026 H&CLTUT 7 etm) ClgflefsasliulLg).
DDWS Glgwevrmsy HGams: Gos. Ga. et Semevenio Hrmidletm; CaHdlt 96b sBeustt @)W &g H et (NJIM) Fa.(hlsev ClFWweomsTy MHmID @uiss
QWIS EBT 6L HlCanTy Camesr 2 Les (S TT. 2019 8601960 @UISSLD G\STLEIHWGCLTE) &My 3.27 GaTly (& HDURISTTS @) (HHS
Symoliym GWTils &b @enesrliLseT, HSHCUTE] 15.96 &y (&HDUMRISEN6TES &TesoTlyL|6T6mssT 6T6TLICS (LPSHETEMLOG HEH6L6V.
2 6TaLLeMLIEHL 2 (HeUTEE6UH e (HHS Hlensuss MMID GUrmiLiLsiTer Caensu euULPrRIge|&E, JIM 2.0 SILLIOLGCL BaFHmE]. Mgy iialey
(petremsussLILLL B Caeneu gy le], eNBICWLITSHS Se0LESTET (PSEITENLOE STT6TLD (GLPMLE &&lay MM CaHLD eTaTmID, HSME)
3I(H&55TS Ll6tTGl6uL (h LMHMILD GeDMHS LOl6TTET(L&HSLD 6TeTMID SevoTLMIbSHG; sTeoTGou (Gl CFTsgIHemerT G fl F55UN6L @) wis G 6us)
GOS8 HHW oMb g IINE55568 6flass) oemnsssssILeT DDWS CLEsamyshamsuilsy 2 6rergl. IM G\Lkigeenhedlsy JIM Guymdiflwiy
SLEemS eudls g CUTA W Gamumey BTwis, &L MHMID @AW WleT eNBICWITHS5e05 4 U|L&T6v SigliLienLUN eUILN(H JIM LledT
ClEsuemel 2 &H& TS EG G &S e9eTaH6eorm; Hevfl Qylley etTm 576 ST GLOEVTENITENL H5660 SHeMLIL] (WQMIS) HyemeuLi
vweTU(hSSwg). PM-JANMAN &lTmomigstley amiy &iJ 360 smesTmsrflliL], 2060 SFLILIEST, (PsbsLILLL SILLHISn6T 26rTL &6 LoMMILD ST
B LHMID HTULIEHOE (5 (L5 S EHEE @LUILOLLLG], LommID BT QST HlenevssestenlodsmeT (WigbleubllL 5T HemliL Hyfwenel N
(PETTER N MG ETITS 61(8)& & LILILL6DT.
KEY EXAM POINTS

* The regional review on Jal Jeevan Mission 2.0 was held at [IM Bengaluru.

« Rural tap water connections rose from about 3.27 crore households in August 2019 to over 15.96 crore now.

* Ashok K. K. Meena is Secretary, Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation.

» JJM 2.0 shifts focus from infrastructure creation to sustainable service delivery.

« Pipeline leakage and damage is the leading cause of supply disruption, then power cuts and low voltage.

» Completed schemes are to be handed over to Gram Panchayats and Village Water and Sanitation Committees.
* 2060 gB6ue6T @UISSLD 2.0 QULLITI M| Uley 1M GlLmkisesmnmedlsy HenL6LMHMm&!.
 SFmoliLm GLTls G4BT @enemTliL&sT 2019 &,86/1960 &My 3.27 CamgueS)(mHbsl SHEUTE) 15.96 G&HTIgenUIS STEuTlg 60T,
* 9|Cams Cos. Gas. 6T (191517 LOMHMILD SHITUINDS SHleMME CIFWEVT6TI.
* 2 6TaLLeMWLIL 2 (HeuTs855 60 (HHE Hemens s Caemel aULPRISHaISE JIM 2.0 &eUerTlD MMM &I
+ NHICWITES HEOLESHTET (PSHETEOLDE SHTT6stTDd (GLME sFl6y MHMID Casd; HbH S8 aTOeUL D), GNMbHS L6Tar(PSHSLD.
s (PYSSULLL SLLMIG6T 2arymidgeiT mmIb SFmo B wHmIb STUIENLE (& (055 EHSE @LILINLLIL|.

STATIC GK CONNECT

Mission
@u&sd
Goal
Qe
Coverage then and now
SIUGUmgID @UGLITgID LFLL
Nodal department
GBITL6L glemvm
Village-level bodies
FTITLD {616 S6MLOLIL|E6T
Water quality platform
575 s Hemd
PM-JANMAN
PM-JANMAN — LILprai(& g ufeosTiy lwmu @)u1&sLd

Jal Jeevan Mission, launched 15 August 2019 under the Ministry of Jal Shakti
6L gBaetT @UISSLD, 2019 Y &6V 15-60 960 F&HH) HMOEFHHH6T HLP CHTLESLD
Functional household tap connection to every rural household — Har Ghar Jal
@6uGleum(H HFTLLLD GHWLUSS DG QFwLIHID G GenemTliL| — ami &1 260
About 3.27 crore households in August 2019 to over 15.96 crore households now
2019 oy &6M1g60 &M 3.27 Camig (&HIDUMRISET; HHCUTE| 15.96 Camigs @ Gosy
Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation (DDWS), Ministry of Jal Shakti
(G957 HMID SHTUEOLS &lemm (DDWS), 2060 F&5) SeNLDFFSLD
Gram Panchayats and Village Water and Sanitation Committees (VWSCs)
e &6t HMID S B HMID STUIENE (& (W&HS6T (VWSC)
Water Quality Management Information System (WQMIS)
B8 &T GLo6VTETITEnLD H86160 SeMmoLiL] (WQMIS)
Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha Abhiyan, for particularly vulnerable tribal groups
Nrsi whH S wereomd) oy dleumd LM & HLNWTedT, W&Ha|b LTSlSEILLESa gl LILPhIE)les
BEWEHELHE
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DEFENCE & NATIONAL
| ursisTILY & GsAWD

A veobium

SAREX-2026 inaugurated; 24th National Maritime Search and Rescue Board meets
| SAREX-2026 Q&mL&sLD; 24-6u8] GEEW SL6VETT GHL6V MDD LB L] eurflwid Fal L b

Raksha Rajya Mantri Sanjay Seth inaugurated the multinational Search and Rescue Exercise SAREX-2026 on 7 October 2026, with the exercise itself to be
conducted off Paradip, Odisha, on 8 October 2026. Thirty-two delegates from thirty friendly foreign nations are taking part. The Minister of State for Defence noted
that India's Medium Earth Orbit Local User Terminal (MEOLUT) system has reached Full Operational Capability for satellite-aided search and rescue, sharply cutting
the time needed to locate a distress beacon. The 24th meeting of the National Maritime Search and Rescue (NMSAR) Board, chaired by Director General of the
Indian Coast Guard Paramesh Sivamani, was held alongside the exercise. The Board reviewed preparedness across the Indian Search and Rescue Region (ISRR),
which covers about 4.6 million square kilometres, and presented the National Maritime Search and Rescue Awards 2026. The Indian Coast Guard is the national
maritime search and rescue coordinating authority, and SAREX is its biennial multilateral exercise designed to test interoperability among coast guards, navies, port
authorities, airlines and shipping lines in a mass-rescue scenario.
UMGISTULSHS60M @enesTenss] Fehgil Cas, LevCoHFw CaLev ommIb B LuNmHEAwimesr SAREX-2026-g5 2026 S&CLITLIT 7 246dTm)
Qe rLr&lerTy; LUNHFCw 2026 H&ECLTLIT 8 i6sTm)| eeleamelest LTS sLOHUTLILN BLSSHLILIHILD. (PLULG| BLL BT{h&eners Caihs
wpuugSresst(h KNFHHlSlser LmGshésrmerr. CEwhensstasmsT 2 seallu|Ler GmesmaTeriiL{H b CaHL6v MM LB L|&smeoT
@nbéHlwmellert BHSST LN &MHmIeULLLI LITEng 2 6TesTh LILIETT (WemesTwd (MEOLUT) SienioliL (P QUS8S HMenetT SenLbg|6Tens)
6T6dTMILD, @) H6uTTEV @\LIT FL186) (6hem Wi HevoTLMwg CoHemeuliLi(bibd Crrd CIUIGID GOMIbSI6TeTS) 6TeTMID HEMWEFFT (GMIILNLLTT.
@BHWs sLEITTS STeUsy LIsnL U6 H60606nL0 @IS GBI LITGL6s Hleauesnil Hemevemiouilsy 24-6ug| CaFlw sLsvaTy GaLev LmmILD Ly
(NMSAR) surmiflwss el Lib LuNHFu|L6sT @lemestThg) HemLCILMME,). SLOMT 46 6VLFLD F&IT HGeomBLLY LFLlienLs GlasmesrL @& CaLev
wHMID BLLO LGS (ISRR) peudhlevibd swmjbHenevenw sumflwib wmiey e C&lisg); Caflw sLevamy CaLev mmID WL af(Hgi&6T 2026
eupmISILILL6T. @bSH WS SLETTS Smeusy LenL Gl CHEW &Levamy GHL60 HMID LI L] ¢(HHISlen6soTLIL| Y E06TTIILD; &LE6VMTE &Teu6)
LIEDL &6, SLOLIEOLSET, HIEDM(LPS Q66T ILIBISET, eUTeDTTEH) HlM)6U6sTRISET LoMHMILD SLILI6V HlM)|6U6STEIS 6ThS () @)6nLGUIWLITesT @)enemThHa]
@unig b Hlmemest QUHL6TeY LB LI @HDBlensvuilsy Camhaa aulgelm&SLILLL H&65T @)(H etoT(HEE\&T(H (Penm Lsvs Tl LuNHHGw
SAREX.

KEY EXAM POINTS

* SAREX-2026 was inaugurated on 7 October 2026 by Raksha Rajya Mantri Sanjay Seth.

* The exercise is conducted off Paradip, Odisha, on 8 October 2026.

« Thirty-two delegates from thirty friendly foreign nations are participating.

« India's MEOLUT system has reached Full Operational Capability for satellite-aided search and rescue.

» The 24th NMSAR Board meeting was chaired by Indian Coast Guard Director General Paramesh Sivamani.

« The Indian Search and Rescue Region covers about 4.6 million square kilometres.
* 2026 S18CLITUT 7 65N LUMGISTLIL] @)enemTenloFe ] FEhall 6F8 SAREX-2026-g3 GG MLk st
* 2026 S186LTUT 8 »6otm) clgFmalletT LMFHL SLOHUTLILNG LUNMHE BLESSLILIHSIMS.
* (pUUgI BLY Brhssners Carmhg wLusSreser(H LNFHBlSlssT LmiGsmL.
* QEWMms5CaTeT 2 Sl CaLev-BL LissmeT @bHlwmalsst MEOLUT SienliL (00 QU&HSS SHMeneT HeOLbHSSI-
* 24-6u8| NMSAR aumfliug Fal LEH MG HLC6VMTE HTeL6) LISHL Hemevenlo @)W @ BT LFGLew feuesi] Hensvenio.
* @bSHIW CxL60 MM LB LGS &LOMT 46 s &b &&|F HCeumBLLY UFlienus ClsmeTLg).

STATIC GK CONNECT

Exercise SAREX — Search and Rescue Exercise, the Indian Coast Guard's biennial multilateral exercise
LuNm& SAREX — GgL6v opmid B LuNm&), @b&lws sLGemTs smealey LienLulleT @), usuor(hl&6\&m(m
UL TULL LuNmHe
Location and date Off Paradip, Odisha, 8 October 2026
@Lb wmmib CaHH @uaTeieT UTrSl sLHUFLIL, 2026 H&CELTLT 8
MEOLUT Medium Earth Orbit Local User Terminal, now at Full Operational Capability

MEOLUT — b(H68T &HmIeULLLI LITens 2_6TeeThiy BHSST Lol &NHmIeUlLL LITeng 2_6TeeTh[ LIWLGSTI (Pem6sTWLD, SHGUTE] (P QW &Hes Hmerflsy
LIWI6TTIT (LEm6DTILILD

ISRR area Indian Search and Rescue Region, about 4.6 million square kilometres
ISRR LIyl @&l CaLev HMID BLLL LGS, &LOTT 46 0L &b &8I SlGeomBLLy
Indian Coast Guard Raised 1 February 1977; formally constituted 18 August 1978 under the Coast Guard Act, 1978
@nHlWs &LEEITTE SHTes) LisnL 1977 N0surfl 1-60 2 (HEUMESLD; 1978 HLEELTTE HTeUsy LienLE FLLESH 6T S 1978 Y86l 18-60
(LPEDMUITS S{EBLOLIL]
Coast Guard motto Vayam Rakshamah — 'We Protect'
&LGeMTE smaueh LismLufNest &)& G mer QUWILD FEORITLD: — 'HTTaISET SME&SCmmLD’
Director General Paramesh Sivamani, Director General, Indian Coast Guard
SHE06VEMLD @\ WIS GBI uyGeiy Heuloessi, Hensvenio QWISGHT, @HHIE SLEETTS &HTel6y LisnL
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ECONOMY & INTERNATIONAL
| Qur@eTTsTrL & FFEUCHED

EASY

Prime Minister's message to the third Sagarmanthan: The Great Ocean Dialogue
| ewesrmmeug) EnarLLbHS6T: CIL(HLD HL6V 2 e FWTL6L HlaLhey s, NFswifler Cauis

Prime Minister Narendra Modi sent a written message, released on 7 October 2026, to the third edition of 'Sagarmanthan: The Great Ocean Dialogue' held in New
Delhi. The dialogue is organised by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways together with the Observer Research Foundation. The Prime Minister called for a
free, open, secure and rules-based maritime order, and placed India's maritime ambition in a long historical frame by invoking Lothal, the Chola dynasty's naval
reach across the Bay of Bengal and into South-East Asia, and the naval thinking of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj. He linked maritime capability directly to the Viksit
Bharat 2047 goal. The message claimed that India's major ports have nearly doubled their capacity with sharply reduced vessel turnaround times, that a new
generation of maritime laws has been introduced, and that Indian seafarers now form the world's second-largest maritime workforce. Lothal, in Gujarat, is the
Harappan site associated with the world's earliest known tidal dockyard and is the location of the National Maritime Heritage Complex.
4&) HlevedluNeb memL UMM 'FTSFLOHS6T: GILI(HLD &L6L 2 enFwmLey’ BlapeileT epstTmmeug| LSIILEE, KNTswy BCrHST Gomy et
TS SILILLTeU QFIH 2026 H&CLTUT 7 Si6tTm)| QeuefluNLLILIL LS. &IenMWSHISST, HLILIY CUITEG6eUTSHE] LMHMILD BFeuflll Lmeng 6T
SIEOEFH(PLD Y LIFTEUT Y TTLEFS SMESHLLNETLILD @enemThgl @HS 2 enTWmLensy FHUT{H CFlifeTmen. &abHETLmeT, HMbHS,
UMgISTULITeT LMHMILD NS (Wemm SiigliLienLUN6VTET &LVFT (OEIENS NFSLF 6uedlWmISHTTT; Ceume e, UMnkISEH SHL6V (Lp(LPeUGID
Q3618 (&) UFIWIT ueny [HevoTL. CEMLY 6ULDEFSH S\ 60T HLMLMLLI LITeU6Y, LoMMILD &L Fleured) arrmedlet &LMLenLE Fbgemneor
& Weumenm HlemesteyFafhgl @bHSHWmels SLVETT 6v&ens HeuoTL suFeummm]| 6Ulgeileh eneUSHT. HLVEFT Hlmenenr edlsHs LIMys 2047
B@)6v8 (& L6T SieuT CHIWITs @ enestTehSTT. @bSHIWTe6T (PHEIIS §IMM (PSHEISHET &hig6T ClemeTemaTensy &l LSS5
@Il g ILITS & U|6TT6meDT 6T6dTMID, SLILI6V H(HLILI GBHFLD FaFenlolTss &nMHEI6T6Tg)| 6TeTmILD, LS HeN6V(PenM SLEVEF T FLLIkIG6T
SIMPaLILHSSILL(h6TeTenT sTedTmILD, @B W TeVILBlG6T HNHEUITE 2 6u&h6tT @ reverLmeug) BSLIGILIFIL SLEVEFT LIssi W6 (& (L6UTs
2 6TemenTly 6TETMILD GFUIH) FamWG. (HRTTHH 0 2 66T Cevms56v, 2 60865 HMIILILILL W&L1 LILPEMLOWITET HeM6V ilgLILIenLuI6vmssT SLILIEV
SL(HID HETSHHIL6T GISTLFLMLUI MTLILIET S6Ld; CHF W SL6VETF LMTOLIFIW 6UsTITELD SHenLhE)(He S0 @)L (D @)5IGa.
KEY EXAM POINTS
 The third Sagarmanthan: The Great Ocean Dialogue was held in New Delhi.
« It is organised by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways with the Observer Research Foundation.
» The Prime Minister called for a free, open, secure and rules-based maritime order.
* He invoked Lothal, the Chola dynasty and Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj.
« Indian seafarers are described as the world's second-largest maritime workforce.
« Lothal in Gujarat hosts the National Maritime Heritage Complex.
* LPEITMITEUS| FTSTLOHSET: GILI(HLD HL6V 2 DFWTLEY Lg)| Hlevedluiley menLGlubma).
* HIEMMWPSHBIGET, HLILISY CLITE G 6UTSHS] LoMHMILD BFeuflll LTenSSH6T HeMmEFaD MmID ORF @)ensstThgl ermLIm(h.
« &HSHHETOTET, HIMHS, UTGISTLLITET, aNlH(Wwenm SiiglILienLUNeVTsT SLEVEFT] (kDS NS euedlwmIsSeoTT.
* Goums 560, C&TLY UDFLD MHMID FSHTLS Fleured) &TTTEND HlenssTeyFafhHaT.
* @b&Hw rey|Bl&6iT 2_svélesT @ FesorLmeug BISUGCILIFIWL &LeVETT Lsss W6 &) 6T6vT8 (& MILIL.
* BRITSH 6T Ceums 56060 CHEW SLEVFTT LIMFLOLIFIW 6U6TTEHLD SenLoMHS|6T6rs).
STATIC GK CONNECT

Event Sagarmanthan: The Great Ocean Dialogue, third edition, New Delhi
Hl& ey FNSHTOHSET: CILI(HLD HLEV 2_MFUITLEY, CLPETDTeUG] LISIIL, Lgl Hevsd)
Organisers Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways with the Observer Research Foundation (ORF)
FOUTLLTETT&6T S PSHEIGET, HLIL6L CUTSGaUTSHS! LMHMID BFeufll LTS &6T SHenl&F&sLd mHmIb ORF
Lothal Harappan port site in Gujarat with the earliest known tidal dockyard; National Maritime Heritage Complex
GeumgH6v (BRTTHH6L 2_6T6T AUDTLILIGTT HIEOM(LPSHS S6TLD; HMWLILILL L& LILPENLOWITET 606V SLILISY SHETLD;
GCaHlw sL6LETT UMFbUflW eueTTaSL0D
Chola maritime reach Rajendra Chola I's naval expeditions reached Srivijaya in South-East Asia
GEFTOT BLEVETH LIT6U6) (p&eumd TrGebSr Campesile sLMHLMLL LemL W (hHLIL|S6T G5 6T p8E o dlwimafsst Lihafeguid
sueny ClFetTM 6w
Indian seafarers Described as the world's second-largest maritime workforce
@bHIW TeY|LOS6T 2 _euéleT @ resorLmeug) BlsLGLFW SLEVETT Lisss ey & (W sTeurés GMIULNLILCLG]
Vision Viksit Bharat 2047 — a developed India by the centenary of Independence
(NG eN&&G LIMys 2047 — &HHSTHSH 60T BITHMHTETITIYE0 eUETTHE @HEIWIT
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TAMIL NADU SPECIAL
| 580pBrE Ay

KBl vebium

Tamil Nadu relaxes eligibility under the Thaimaman Thanga Mothiram Thittam
| smiinmoe Hrhis G TD HLLEH 6T &GS HLIHSENETHEMET SLODBT([H H6TiHhS W)

The Health and Family Welfare Department of Tamil Nadu relaxed the eligibility conditions of the Thaimaman Thanga Mothiram Thittam, reported on 7 October 2026.
Under the scheme, every baby born in a Tamil Nadu government hospital receives a one-gram gold ring. The scheme was launched on 28 September 2026 by Chief
Minister C. Joseph Vijay and rests on Government Order (Ms) No. 166, Health and Family Welfare (P2), dated 23 June 2026. As originally framed, the mother had to
be a permanent resident of Tamil Nadu. Under the revision a child now also qualifies where the mother was born in Tamil Nadu and moved out of the State after
marriage, provided both her parents are permanent residents of Tamil Nadu and the supporting documents are produced. The relaxation applies retrospectively to
births from 22 June 2026 onward. The case that prompted the change was that of Uma Maheswari, who delivered by caesarean section on 17 September 2026 at
the Karaikudi Government Head Hospital in Sivaganga district but now lives in Udayagiri in Mysuru district, Karnataka; the Block Medical Officer handed over her
child's ring on 7 October 2026.
ST HhiIs CLTH T HILLESH 6T &GS HLHSHEN6THM6T SLOPHT(H &HSTSTTLD LMHMILD & HIDL HVHSHINM HeMTHHWGI]; @& 2026
S1&ELTUT 7 9j6tTm) ClgflefNsasliulLgl. @&H LSS 6T S, SBIDHT(H 4T&r L (HSHSI6Uen6aTuIlel LNMEELD @ELCEUT(H (&LLHENSSELD @
Sy Hrhig GCr&IrD eupmhisluhiSmgl. (PHevemEsT &. Ceomall aflggil 2026 GIFLLIDUIT 28 6TM| @ &HH I LEmSHS & TLmILleTTT; 2026
296tT 23 CaHUILL SFeTensuT (IHlenev) eTetor. 166, &&MSTD LMHMILD & HIDU Hevid (P2) @5M(E SHlgLILENLUITS 2 6T6mg). (P&H6edlev
6UGSSLILLLCUTE|, ST SOIDBTLI6T BITHSTs &gul([HLUTeTTTS @) (Hes CoustoT(Hlb eTetTLg] HILIHSEN6TWITS @)(HHSE. &H(HeHSSSH 6Ly,
BTl IRETLYE BIDHE HBLeTSHDEGU DG Cauml LTHSHDGE ClFaTlbBhSTID, SHeurs! CILHEDT] G)[Heu(HLD SLOIDHTL ig 65T
HIHSTS (&G UNHLLTETTSETTS @) (HHS &eU6TTRISET FTLINNSSLILLLTE, (&LRHENS &GS GLMID. @bH&HE &6Tiey 2026 eIt 22 (P60
H&0HS LNDUILISEHSE (PeTCTTES)-LN6TCarTas S TsL QUTBHSID. @hs LTHMSENSHS STevTlgl 61L& E 2T EHEeVfLELIG];
36Ul 2026 ClELILDLIT 17 i6tTm)| Fleusmhiens DTEUL LSS\ 6T HTEnTs Gl ST& SHEDEVENLD LO(HESI6ULeNETUN6) mienel FlEl&emns pLpsuLd
NreeNsHSmT, QUesTmev HHCUTS| SFHTLETON6T 60LDEs(H TEULLEH 6 2 6Tem 2 SWSINuN6 uTPEIMTT; HH6UTS (SLPMHEN 88 T6oT
CurHrsHens eULLTY O(HSHSHI6U HeVIeU6VT 2026 H&CLITLIT 7 65TM)| 6ULDMHILS) 6T,

KEY EXAM POINTS

» The scheme gives a one-gram gold ring to every baby born in a Tamil Nadu government hospital.
« It was launched on 28 September 2026 by Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay.
* It rests on G.O. (Ms) No. 166, Health and Family Welfare (P2), dated 23 June 2026.
« A child now qualifies if the mother was born in Tamil Nadu and moved out after marriage, with both her parents permanent residents.
» The relaxation applies retrospectively to births from 22 June 2026 onward.
» The prompting case arose at the Karaikudi Government Head Hospital, Sivaganga district.
* SIDHTH T8 W (HSGIeIen6sTUN LNMEEHLD @eUGlOUM(H (HLHENSHE LD (H SIFTLD Hhig GLTSITLD.
* WaeemEST &. Crall aflgoil 2026 GIFLILIDUIT 28 3i65TM)| O\ TLMAIS6TTT.
* 2026 gg9etT 23 CaHUINLL STFTen6uT (Hlemev) 6T6ver. 166, &H&TSTTLD LOMMILD & (HILbL HeVLD (P2) SjigliLienL.
* BT BBIDBILI6 NDbS HlwemsSb @ Mer cleusnCumullBhsmaui, CUDHEDTT G e BITbSIs G ullBUUTETT e HEH).
* 2026 ggO6ir 22 (PB6L HBWHS NDUILSEDHES @HSS HeTiey CIUTbBHSILD.
* Flousmiens TEULLSSH6T STeNTE Gy T8 SHENEVENLD LO(HESI6UDEn6TUNE) ST6BT(HSH6V 6ULDE ) T(RHSSI-
STATIC GK CONNECT

Scheme Thaimaman Thanga Mothiram Thittam — a one-gram gold ring for every baby born in a government hospital

HLLID

Launched on

QB TLRAISLILILL [HTeT
Government Order

S| [TFTED BT
Retrospective effect

(PeTCeTTE W BiL06V
Implementing department

SIOLOSSID SlemD
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu

SBIDHT(H (PSHEVEOLDEFT
Sivaganga district

FleUsBmIEnNS LOMeULLLD

STILDTLO6T Hhig GrE D HLLID — Ta ([HSSI6ULen6sTUN6L LNME @)D R6UCI6UM(H (GHLETHENSE LD
@ ST Srig GmHTD
28 September 2026
2026 QlFliLbuy 28
G.O. (Ms) No. 166, Health and Family Welfare (P2), dated 23 June 2026
SITETenewT (H6n6v) 6T650T. 166, HETHMTLD LOMHMILD & (H DU H6VLD (P2), 2026 gIOs6iT 23
Applies to births from 22 June 2026 onward
2026 2796t 22 (LpH6L H&DHS LNMLILS EHEE)
Health and Family Welfare Department, Government of Tamil Nadu
S&THTID LHMID GOHIDL HSSHIOM, SSPHT(H Ts
C. Joseph Vijay, who took office in May 2026
&). Geomas eNlgolil, 2026 Guo &L LGHNCUIMHMTY
Formed in 1984 from Ramanathapuram district; headquarters Sivaganga; Karaikudi is its largest town
1984-60 FTLOBISLTLD LTEULLSH 60 (BB 2 (HEUTHSLD; H606VenUNLLD FleUSHIENS; HTENIE g & 60T
Quflw BasIrLD
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KRl Easvy

Tamil Nadu holds a three-day special voter enrolment drive from 7 to 9 October
| ©&CLTLT 7 &6b 9 euenT SLIDBTLIYED eesTm) HT6T FMLIL UTSSTET] CFT&Hme (PSHTLD

Tamil Nadu Chief Electoral Officer Archana Patnaik announced on 7 October 2026 a three-day special enrolment drive running from 7 to 9 October 2026 to add
names to the electoral roll. The drive follows instructions of the Election Commission of India conveyed in letters dated 29 September 2026 and 1 October 2026.
District-level special camps will be held on Saturday, 10 October 2026, wherever required. The drive is aimed particularly at young and first-time voters, with extra
focus on urban areas and the metropolitan cities, and Electoral Literacy Clubs in schools and colleges will run awareness activities alongside it. A citizen of India who
has attained eighteen years of age on the qualifying date and is ordinarily resident in a constituency is entitled to be registered in its electoral roll under the
Representation of the People Act, 1950; Form 6 is used for a new enrolment, Form 6A by an overseas elector, Form 7 for objection to or deletion of an entry, and
Form 8 for correction of particulars, change of address or replacement of an elector photo identity card.
6UTSSTEMT LILIg U696V GlLIWLITSHen6TE CFFLILISM TS 2026 HEHGCLITLIT 7 (P60 9 66N ep6sTm] BITeT FDLIL CFT&HmE (PSTLD HEnLGILIMILD eTesTm)
SBIDHTH Hemevenod CoHTH60 HSH &M FEFFeTT LLBTWLIS 2026 HSECLTUF 7 46Tm| HMleNSSTTy. 2026 GlFLLDUF 29 WHMID 2026
S1&5CLTUF 1 CaHUILL sysmisseflsy @nhHw CoHTeH60 Y enesTwid Q5faNss SMlanIsHeH608m6Ts CSTLIHE @bHS (PSITD
BLSSLILHE MG CoHemeuliLi(BIb @Lmissrflev 2026 H&CLTUT 10, Fesfls&lpenLo ssTm| meul L emeflevmest HMLIL] (PS&TDS6IT HLESLILI(HILD.
@6 LMMILD (PSHEV(LPEDM EUTSHSTETTHEN6T @\HS (PSHTLD (GHMILILITS @) 6055 T8 68 TesoT(H6TeTE)|; & TLIL|MMBISET LMHMILD
QLB BSTTEISETHE E8 Fa(h&H60 HeueTld SieflaasliLbBlEmg; LeTsflasT LHMID &eoaT sy 2 6Ter CaIs60 61L& S M6 6T hIS6T
@ senIL6tT NIILIL|6BTT6 HLELLYSHENSHHMET GLoMG&T6T(ETHLD. & &S Hmeflsy LG (H euwig) HlenmelsnLbgl, @ C\&TEH 6L euUP&ESHLTES
6uE& G QHEH WS GlgL0&6T, 1950 W&S&6T LNTHBIHS5I018 FLLSSH6T LD HSHS CHMEHSH UN6T ursSTeTF LLguiedlsy L] QFwliuLg
S&SH W enLweur; HHw Carsens:s (g Ligauld 6, Gleusfibm(h 6D sumssmem([h& @) LilgeUld 6A, 6(h LIS6 & & L CaLInET 160608 568555 M (S,
Llgeuid 7, e96urmaigseT &(HHSLW, (P&6ulfl THMLD H6VEVE] UTSHSTET LieaLILIL HeMLWITET SHLemL LMMHMSHSHD(E LilgeuUld 8 i &lienen
vweTUHSSLIL[H H esTm6DT.

KEY EXAM POINTS

* Archana Patnaik is the Chief Electoral Officer of Tamil Nadu.

» The special enrolment drive runs from 7 to 9 October 2026.

« It follows Election Commission of India letters dated 29 September and 1 October 2026.

« District-level special camps are to be held on Saturday, 10 October 2026, where required.

« Young and first-time voters are the focus, with Electoral Literacy Clubs running awareness activities.

» Form 6 is for new enrolment; Form 6A for overseas electors; Form 7 for deletion; Form 8 for correction.
* QIFFFETT LLBTILS SUIDBT(H Hemevenod CHTH60 SHHaifl.
 fApliy Cai&ens (P&MD 2026 SHCLTUT 7 (PSH6L 9 euen ) HenLelLMISMSI.
* 2026 QEULbL 29 HMID HSCLTUF 1 CHHUNCL @HHI CHTH6L Y eN6TITUIS SHigHhISHEn6NS CSTLIHS.
* GaemsuliLplibd @Liserfley 2026 H&GLTUT 10, FesfleHpenlo reul L Sieme| FIMLIL| (PSTDSET.
* @\6ITLD LOMMILD (PHEV(LPEND EUTESHTETTSHET SHEU6HTLD; CHTH6L eT(SHSHM6Y 6sTMRISET e9LHLIL|ETOTTEY [FLEUIGHENSHSHET.
* Liigeuld 6 L w Caydenss; Lilgeuld 6A GleuslIBm(h eumLp euTSSIT6TT; Lilgould 7 [5&8LD; Ligeld 8 Hl(HSHSLD.

STATIC GK CONNECT

Chief Electoral Officer, Tamil Nadu Archana Patnaik
SBBTH Henevening C5 &6 NS &if SIJEFETT LILHTWS
Drive dates 7 to 9 October 2026; district camps on 10 October 2026
&b CaHlessT 2026 Si&GLTUF 7 (PS6V 9 6UHT; LOMEULL (PSTLD&ET 2026 S&HGELTLIT 10
Election Commission of India Constitutional body under Article 324; established 25 January 1950
@HEHW CHTH60 Y eM6ToTUILD 19116y 324-6t7 SHLp STElWIsVEMLOLIL] SeMoLIL|; 1950 goevreurfl 25-60 HlMIeULILILL &)
Voting age Eighteen years, lowered from twenty-one by the 61st Constitutional Amendment, 1988
6UME &6 &G0 eS| LHGleTL () 6uwiIg); 1988 61-615] STEFWEVENIOLILIS & (HSSHSST6L @) (HLISCISHTeTN 60 ([HbS)
(GHODESILLLE)
Governing law Representation of the People Act, 1950 — electoral rolls; Act of 1951 — conduct of elections
SU(6THLD FLL LD 1950 &&6T LNTHHISHSGI01F FLLID — eUTEHSTETT LLIgiey; 1951 FLLID — CHTSH60 HLESISH6V
Enrolment forms Form 6 new enrolment; Form 6A overseas elector; Form 7 deletion; Form 8 correction
CaghemssLl LilgeUmigeT Lgeuld 6 LSl Gaisenss; Lilgauld 6A GleusfBm(pH) 6D eumssTeTT; Ligeuld 7 [&&LD; Lilgeuld 8 Hl(HSSLD
National Voters' Day 25 January, observed since 2011
CadlW UTEST6 &6uTLd soeureuif] 25, 2011 (LpSH6L SHenLLigLiL|
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X vebium

Tamil Nadu to procure about 4,500 MW privately as 3,000 MW from the central pool stays undelivered

&S W Lrkifed) (hHbg! 3,000 GQogmeUrt eUphIsLILILTS Hlensuullsy, &Lomy 4,500 Glwsmeurlenl SesflwmflL)(mhg GLm SIWDBT(H
BL6UIYEENS

Tamil Nadu Minister for Energy and Law Nirmal Kumar said on 7 October 2026 that the 3,000 MW due to Tamil Nadu from the central pool has not arrived, obliging
the State to float a tender for about 4,500 MW from private sources to meet peak-hour demand. He was speaking at an event at Kalaivanar Arangam, Chennai,
organised by the Tamil Nadu Green Energy Department along with the Indian Solar Energy Association and the Tamil Nadu Solar Energy Developers Association;
Sridhar, Managing Director of the Tamil Nadu Green Energy Corporation, was present. The Minister described the power sector as the worst-staffed department in
the State, with roughly 1.40 lakh sanctioned posts against about 70,000 staff actually in place, and said a solar power policy would be released within ten days. On
the solar rooftop scheme, run with central subsidy, he cited 20,000 applications received in the preceding fortnight of which 1,500 had been approved, against a
target of one lakh rooftops by March. No tender value or rupee figure for the procurement was given.

wHHW LIkISN([HHE HLOPHTL(HEE eulr Geuetarigw 3,000 Gl&meurL WeTEFTTD 6ubg Cayailsueme ereTmib, 2 && Crrs CoHemeuenw FHlaLL

&MY 4,500 Cl&TeurLenL el epevmigsstLsl(Bbg ClumiesmsTeT ULbSLILsTeflenw wrhleud GleustluilL Ceetsrigw Hleney

UL (heiTemg) sTetTmILD SONPBT(H WOGSTFTTLD LoMMILD FLLESIENM SHEOEET BITLO6V (HLOM 2026 HSCLTUT 7 HedTm| FamleoT . SLOIDHT(H
ugenL erflgsds slenm, QbW Gl erflgss) Fhisb wHmIb SBIPBTH &AW erfless CUTLLTETTS6T SRS @)enewnThgl 6 &esrenesr
HEMEVEUTETITT HHTTEISHSH 0 HLT(H ClFIS HlosLpailev Sieul CUHeTTT; SLOPHT(H LISenL 6TfFHS) SLP&HSHSH60T HTeuUTs @)W & E&BY LTHST
H6V[HGHIC\SEMEBTLITT. LOMH6VSHH6V LS8 (560 MEUTEIT LITIIWLITETT&6m6Ts: Gl&TeTITL &IemMWITS LOGTEFTTE &16mM 2 6T6mE,| 6TedTMILD, &My 1.40
VLFLD WIS SHSLILLL LIGHeN&(6ThE G, 6TH e &My 70,000 Lessflwmemiasir L (HIGL LisssluN6 2 6T6ImesTiy 6TedTmILD, LIS G| [BITL8(6THE5 (&6

& flw Wlerenrs G\&smsTens GleusluNLLiLI(blb eTetTmID SenEET Q5 flaN&STT. WSS Wresiluigbs L6 BLSSLILGHIWD & W saeni Wlet
SHLLHH 6, (WHens W LHeneThg) BT s6rsy 20,000 e9letoresorLiLimigeT QUMLILIL({H SHeumbniled 1,500 e@LiL|g560 GlLUMMIEITETEIT 6T65TMILD, LOMFE
THSHHD (&6T (1 VLEFLD Fa.enTSH6T 6T6TLIS| @608 (&) 6TeTMID H6ulf GMIULNLLTF. Cl&TeT(LpSHe0|&H & Tt ¢LILIHS HILIL| 60608 eHLITUI

H680T5(8, 615160 G5 flaN&aILLaevemev.

KEY EXAM POINTS

 Nirmal Kumar is Tamil Nadu's Minister for Energy and Law.

* 3,000 MW due to Tamil Nadu from the central pool has not been delivered.

» Tamil Nadu will tender for about 4,500 MW from private sources for peak-hour demand.

» The power sector has about 1.40 lakh sanctioned posts against roughly 70,000 staff in place.

* A solar power policy was promised within ten days.

« Solar rooftop scheme: 20,000 applications in a fortnight, 1,500 approved, against a target of one lakh rooftops by March.
* HIFL6V (HLMT SLPHT(H WESTEFTTLD MMID FLLSHSHIEDM HEMDFFT.
* LSS LIS (HIHS SLOLPHTL(HE(E 6ur Ceustorigul 3,000 Clo&TeUTL euUPRISLILILeN6VEm6V.
-2 55 Curs Coemeusans selwmL(mhg) swomy 4,500 Qg meurl Clum eUiubgLiLsTerf.
* BletTamys Hlemmuiev &My 1.40 6L FLD SenISHSSLILLL LIgeN & (6Th8 (& Sy 70,000 LisssllWImeTyase.
* US5)| BTLSEhHEE6T @ flw Wlettamys Clasmstens GleusfluiLLILIbIb eTer 2 M.
» &l saenr WleT HLLID: LHenerThg) HTLssrfleb 20,000 69)650T6voTLILIMISET, 1,500 6LILISH6V; DTFES (6T (Ih CVLEFLD FaeDI&H6T @608 (S).

STATIC GK CONNECT

Minister and portfolio
SIEODESFT LOMMILD &leWM
Quantum to be procured
QuLILIEID 2466y
Central pool shortfall
WSHHWI LIMkIE LHDITEEenMm
Venue of the event
Blape) pevLEuDHD Gt
State green energy body
wrhlev LgenL 6TflEsH) SenioliL
State power utility
omblev L\6T Hlmeu6sTLD
Rooftop solar scheme
Faen] &AW L6t HLLLD

Nirmal Kumar, Minister for Energy and Law, Tamil Nadu
BTLD6V (Lo, LBl6TTEFTTLD LMHMID FLLESINM SHeOEEFT, SLOIPHT(H
About 4,500 MW from private sources for peak-hour demand
2 58 CBrs Coemeusans senwm L) (hHa) somy 4,500 Glgmeurt
3,000 MW due to Tamil Nadu not delivered
SOBTL(H&E eur Geusvorigll 3,000 GILO&TEUTL eULPAISLILILESI6V6m 60
Kalaivanar Arangam, Chennai
BHEBEVEUITEBITIT | JThISLD, 6lF60T6n 68T
Tamil Nadu Green Energy Corporation; Managing Director Sridhar
SORBTH usen erfless) ssb; Hljeurs @i EGHT LTEsT
TANGEDCO and TANTRANSCO under TNEB Limited, restructured in 2010
TNEB 6515161 £IE'Q TANGEDCO LD[DQJLb TANTRANSCO, 2010-6v LDQ_|§II61$)LD|;II_|
PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana, the central rooftop solar subsidy scheme launched in February 2024
PM &TW &1 (Psel1s L9066 Guirenentir, 2024 1NUFeufluNsy QrimisliulL SHW Faenr @l wrefluig
SILLID
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B easvy

Tamil Nadu orders a monitoring teacher in every school for the Kamarajar Breakfast Scheme

| BLIT®F &remev 2 6wTes SILLEmBE SetraTen&Ha eeuGleum(m LisTeMuNewib sy flwi Blweid ererr SB1WLBTEH 2 556

Director of School Education Latha wrote to District Chief Educational Officers directing every school to appoint a coordinating teacher to monitor the Perunthalaivar
Kamarajar Breakfast Scheme, in an order reported on 7 October 2026. The scheme was extended to Classes 6 to 8 by Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay on 22
September 2026 and now covers Classes 1 to 8. The order was prompted by an incident on 24 September 2026 at a middle school in Kottaiyur panchayat union,
Thiruvallur district, where 40 students fell ill. The designated teacher is to oversee the quality and hygiene of the food served, attendance of beneficiaries and day-to-
day coordination with the staff preparing the meal. The breakfast scheme was first launched on 15 September 2022 at Madurai for Classes 1 to 5 in government
schools, and is named after Perunthalaivar K. Kamaraj, the former Chief Minister of Madras State who introduced the midday meal scheme in the State in 1956. No
order number or budget figure was stated in the reported order.
ClL(HHSHEMEVEUIT HTLOFT &HTENEV 2 61T S HLL&HeMSHE &6v0Ta:Tewsi1858 eelCleum(m LsTaluNsy|b e@h hradenesriiL) oA flweny Hluibés
GouetT(HILD 6TEBTM)| LOTEUL L SHeMmEVenLDs &606Nl HH S5 (6Th8 (G LisTer s &6v6ll @IS EGHBT VST SHigHld eT(RS6TTT; @HS 2 &H5T6 2026
S1&5CLTUT 7 oyettm QB feN&as Ul LE). (PHeven&sT &. ComaLll aflegul 2026 GIFLILDUIT 22 6Tm| @&HEHL LSS 6 (PSH6L 8 YLD
auGLILsEhHEE eNiflejubBSHerTy; HHEUTEH @& 1 (PSH60 8 D 6UEGLIL|GEEn6T 2 6TemL&E WG|, 2026 GlEFUILDLIT 24 6dTm| &)(HeueTesThi)
weUl L& H6T ClSBTLenL LT 2anymi gl eTmliisSlev 2 66 H([HlEemevLI LisTerlugley 40 LOMETITEUTE6IT 2_L6VBEVE (6MME 8 E, 2 6Temment HlapGeu
@b 2 5HFT61S 5 ST (HHEVTH SHENHSHS]. UPRBISLILIHID 2 65TeN65T HIFLD LOMMILD F&HSLD, LILIESTT6S6Ifl6T 61(Hen s, LHMILD 2 65076
SWIT& (&L LIewof| W68 (6ThL63TTET HetTMML e(HraldlenewriiL] sy élwleumenm Hluiblésul L ydflwf Guourieneu GlEuiul Gauetsr(hl.
STem6y 2 6wT6Y S SHILLID 2022 ClEUILDLIT 15 etTm) gIenruiley ysrLi LsiTaflgeflsh 1 (1pgHev 5 Qb 6U(ELILS ETHE(E) (PS6016L CISTLRISLILLLS];
1956-60 LOMHI6VS L HW 2 65076 & S LGS HM (W& LILI(HSH GF6Ten 6T OMIHEV (LHESTESTITET (LH&HEVENLDEFEFT GILI(HHSHEMEVEUIT &IT.
sroyrefler CUWrTey @& HenwsHsLILREDG]. OS5 fleNsaslLlL 2 &5T7al60 2 emeser 6T6tor 3i606V5) HH) @&ISHSEL(H alleuriD gia|b

GOLNLLULeN6VEm6V.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Latha is the Director of School Education, Tamil Nadu.

« Every school must appoint a coordinating teacher to monitor the breakfast scheme.

» The scheme was extended to Classes 6 to 8 on 22 September 2026 and now covers Classes 1 to 8.

» The trigger was an incident on 24 September 2026 in Kottaiyur panchayat union, Thiruvallur district, where 40 students fell ill.
» The breakfast scheme was launched on 15 September 2022 at Madurai for Classes 1 to 5.

« It is named after Perunthalaivar K. Kamaraj, who introduced the midday meal scheme in 1956.

* 05T SLPHT(H LsiTelles s6v6 @)W & b.

* BTNV 2 610165 HLL&HMS8 SH660T 65011858 2616 6UM(H LsTaflwLb e(hrdemesriiL udlflwent HlwLslses Ceussor(HLb.
* 2026 QIEFLILLDLIT 22 S{65TM)] 6 (LPSH6V 8 QYLD 6U(GHLILISEHE S eNfleumssid; SHCLME| 1 (PSH6V 8 QYL eU(GLIL|S6T.

* 2026 QFUILIDUIT 24 2465TM)| &)(HEUsTeaThy omeULl Lib G\& T enLuifl6b 40 LOMESITEUTSET 2 L 60H6VS: (H60MEY — HIT6ToT(HSH6V.
* BTNV 2 680165 HILLLD 2022 QIFLILDUT 15 S6tTm) GIenFUNey 1 (PSH6V 5 Ld 6U(GLIL & (ETHEEHS CHTLEHSLD.

* 1956-60 LDHWI 2 613165 HLLEHMS HM(WP&LILIHSSH W CL(HHSHEn6VeUT &HIT. STLOFTeflesr Quw.

STATIC GK CONNECT

Scheme
HLLID
Present coverage
SHEUTenSW LIFLIL|
Director of School Education
useitefl&s &6069 @& & BT
Named after
QW GLLuul Loy
Midday meal in Tamil Nadu
SIPHTLIg60 W 2 65076

Incident district
151516 BLIHS LDMeULLLD

National scheme
GCaalws LD

Perunthalaivar Kamarajar Breakfast Scheme, launched 15 September 2022 at Madurai
ClLI(BHSHEMEVEUT STLOFTR SHTeM6V 2 65Te S &L LID, 2022 ClELILbUI 15, glen]
Classes 1 to 8, after extension to Classes 6 to 8 on 22 September 2026
1 (&6 8 YD 6U(GLILS6TT; 2026 GIFLILLDLIT 22-60 6 (p&6v 8 suemiy e ifleumd&id
Latha
0BT
Perunthalaivar K. Kamaraj, Chief Minister of Madras State 1954 to 1963
QCU(HHSHEMEV6UT &IT. HTOFTF, ClF6TEn6sT MHE) (PHEVENEFFT 1954 (P&H6V 1963 eUeMIT
Introduced by K. Kamaraj in 1956; expanded as the Nutritious Noon Meal Programme by M. G. Ramachandran in
1982
1956-60 &IT. SHTOFTATTEV NI (P&LD; 1982-60 6TLD. ). TITDEFHHNTETTEL &5 GI600T6L 5 &L LLOTE
eNifleums &b
Thiruvallur district; Kottaiyur panchayat union; 40 students affected on 24 September 2026
&)(H6U6TEeTHT MU LLD; Q&ML enL LT 2erymlé eesTnilwib; 2026 G\FLILDUIT 24 465TM)| 40 LDTETITEU 6T
Uiy
PM POSHAN — Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman, the central midday meal scheme renamed in 2021
PM Guragett — L& HE I CUTaneT &&8) HlFmessr, 2021-60 WMIQUWIALLULL LSS DS
2_6wTe S HILLID
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
| eiBleNwss & Qgmpleomir Lt

MEDIUM

Starlink says 20 gateway sites are built in India as the 10th India Mobile Congress opens
10-6ug| @bS W GlTenLIEH STRI&IFe C&TLmIELD Hlenevullsy, @nbHlwimallsv 20 HIEOLPEUTUNE &HEMHEISET ENL&SSLILIL (HETeTS T
6L ITIe0IRIg el

Lauren Dreyer, Vice President of Starlink Business Operations at SpaceX, said at the 10th India Mobile Congress on 7 October 2026 that Starlink has built 20
gateway sites in India, comprising hundreds of antennas, and that Indian user data will stay within India. The gateways are built but not operational: Starlink is not yet
licensed to sell service in India. Three clearances remain pending — allocation of spectrum, for which the Digital Communications Commission cleared a spectrum
usage charge on 3 September 2026 with an inter-ministerial panel and then the Cabinet still to act; the second-stage final security clearance; and approval for foreign

direct investment. Starlink already holds the Global Mobile Personal Communication by Satellite (GMPCS) licence from the Department of Telecommunications,
granted in June 2025, and authorisation from the Indian National Space Promotion and Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe), granted on 8 July 2025, for its first-
generation constellation of 4,408 satellites. The 10th India Mobile Congress runs from 7 to 10 October 2026 and is co-organised by the Department of
Telecommunications and the Cellular Operators Association of India; Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurates it at Yashobhoomi, New Delhi, on 8 October 2026.

6GLIsVETE 61V [HMI6U68TE 68T HVLITTESIRIS 6L6st 8 ClFWEILIT(HSET GI606TTS, HEn6V6UIT VM6t WCTWIT, 2026 H&HCLITLIT 7 f6dTm] 10-618)]
@BhHW QmenLiey SIS Fersley CLIGenaUN6Y, HITM NG5S 6ETTESTET ,660T 6l L6TTE: &606Ime: ClaTesaTL 20 HIeMLPEUTUIN6D H6TThISEn6IT
@nh&Hwmailev 6L TTe0IMmIS EMLDSSI6TENS] 6T6TM D, @B LIW6STT ST @ hHme, s E6TCarCul @)\(Ha @ sermib 6\5fleNSsmy.
THIEMLPEUTUIN6VEET HeMLD& S LILIL(H6TTETETT, U 6uTTev @ISSHSH S0 @evemev: @b&wimailsy Caemelsnw eNmLsmesT Cl&iw sLTTedmISS M S,
@\6tTen)|b 2 fliod @)6VEmeV. PN HEDILDSS6IT Hlep|eneuuiley 2 6TaTesT — HeneV&HSMENM @&15HS[H, @SME, 2026 ClEFILDLIT 3 Bi6tTm) l9edl L6
HH6U CSTLIL| SYED6ETITWILD H6m6eV&HEMHemMLI LIWeTUT (H& &L LTSS M (& HDIH) 6T SHHH], QUETTTED H6MLOEF MG ETHE (S, @)6mL G mest
G LHMID HeMFFTM6U @\6TenILD (PLgbleu(Hlds GouetsT(HID; @ TeseTLTD SLL @mIH LITgHISTLL Hen(od); whHmib HbHWw GChiyly
WPHESL(HESHTET gUILIG6. CFWMensSCHT6T auLfl 2 suaemmaNw HLLTHID SeslibUl CgTensvs561STLIL (GMPCS) 2 flngensg 2025 eg8esflsv
QzBTensu5CSTLILIS SlenmuLLsl([Hbsl sLTTedms gmbl&eTCou QUMMI6TETS; 4,408 QFWMeN S & CHTETEHEN6MS Cl&TETITL DISH60T (LPSH6V
SHMV(WPOMS ClB TG S8 2025 2aDemev 8 sdTm| @S W CoHFw efletorleuer 2ams GailliL) LMHMILD HenIndh) enwwibd (IN-SPACe) 680
Sl6flS58]. 10-6u8] @bHW GClmenLIs STmhiSlFen 2026 HEHECLTUT 7 P&V 10 eusn] HenLGILMISIMS]; &HTmeVS6ISTLILS Slenmu|b @b&Hw
QlEFLRIVITT @)UIS G BTSHET FhIS LD @enenThgl @eng U GFuislstmenr; LNFswT HCTHST GLomy 2026 H&EGLTLIT 8 Si6tTM Lig| Hleved

wCsmLLBUNL @enss C\&TLEIGH Y.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Lauren Dreyer is Vice President of Starlink Business Operations at SpaceX.

« Starlink has built 20 gateway sites in India, comprising hundreds of antennas.

» The gateways are built but not operational — Starlink is not yet licensed to sell service in India.

* Pending clearances: spectrum allocation, final security clearance and FDI approval.

« Starlink holds the GMPCS licence from the DoT (June 2025) and IN-SPACe authorisation (8 July 2025) for 4,408 satellites.

* The 10th India Mobile Congress runs 7 to 10 October 2026 at Yashobhoomi, New Delhi.
* sumeT LYCTWIT sruGLISV6TE6N M I6U68TE H6IT VLTTeORIS eU6ti1e QFWEILIT(HSET 56065018, SH6M6V6UI.
* BTN 58 60T SHTET Y,660T O\ L6TTTESH606TE Gl&BMeBoTL 20 HIENLP6UTUIN6L H6TrhISENsT @HSHIWTTN6y 6VLTTEOIRIE LS SI6TETS].
* [HIEMLPEUTUTN6VEEIT eSS LILIL(HET6ITIT QLETTEL @SS S5 H 60 @)svensy — Caensu aNMHLIERN6TE G 2-floD @svensv.
- Blgpiene SIS E6T: AvevsaDHm @&ISSE. I LUTgISTUL Aepid LHID ABBEIW CHIY WSSLH @ULS6.
+ DoT-ullesT GMPCS 2 _iflolb (2025 gg9est) LMHMILD 4,408 GIFWIMEn & &G M6Ta6HE S, IN-SPACe ien)|Lod) (2025 2796n6v 8).
* 10-6u8| @bSHW ClomenLIey STl Fen 2026 H&HGLTLIT 7 (PSH6V 10 suen iy Lg) Hleved) wEesmLLsludlsv.

STATIC GK CONNECT

Number of gateway sites
mienLpeuTuiey semmigerfletT eresoressilsemnas
Speaker and designation
Guélweury wHmIb LgHe
GMPCS
GMPCS — Gl&WMeng&6a s suldl sesflpLry
Q5 TemeLs6ISTLTL
IN-SPACe
IN-SPACe — @b&lw Caaw eNesorblsuefl
26m5(&eMLIL| 6MLOWILD
Constellation authorised
SIWILHSBHLILLL QTGS
India Mobile Congress 2026
@& QTenLIey STmhiglren 2026
IMC organisers
IMC gFmUITLLITETF&6iT

20 gateway sites built in India
@hHWTaNEH SeMSHSLILILL 20 HIENLPEUTUN6 SH6ThIS6T

Lauren Dreyer, Vice President, Starlink Business Operations, SpaceX
6UTT6tT LG, &I606WTE &HEn6veUTf, AVLTTe0IRIS eussuiles ClFweoLT(hi&6T, sGCLav6T&:sm

Global Mobile Personal Communication by Satellite licence, granted by the DoT in June 2025
QEwmens&6ssT sulfl 2 susermailw BLTHILD ST Clgmamsus6lsTLTL 2 iflinibd, 2025 gr®ssfley DoT
SULPMRIAI WIS

Indian National Space Promotion and Authorisation Centre, set up in 2020, headquartered at Ahmedabad
@nalw Cadlw eNetorGlsue] 2arg @alLiL| LHMID SN0 EMLOWILD, 2020-60 SHEDLOLIL|, HENEVENLOWISD
SISSTLITS

First-generation constellation of 4,408 satellites
4,408 QlFWHen &8 CaHTeTHmeTE ClSTEITL (P&HEL Hen6VWenMms ClEmEH)

10th edition, 7 to 10 October 2026, Yashobhoomi, New Delhi
10-6ug| LUFLILY, 2026 H&HCLTUT 7 (p&H6v 10 suenry, WCFTLLLS, L&) Hleved)

Department of Telecommunications with the Cellular Operators Association of India (COAI)
QBTEn6VSHESTLITLS Sl6Om HMID @HHW ClF606)I60T @IS G HISH6T FhigD (COAI)
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PROMINENT PERSONALITIES
| wsHw auEpemweasT

EEl Easv

Henri Kagan and Kenso Soai win the 2026 Nobel Prize in Chemistry
| 2026 oy1b @y evETIgEET GoUHUN WL BBHTLIE Lfleng Gameil Gase LHMID ClaeTCaT GFm GleustTmesT)

The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences announced in Stockholm on 7 October 2026 that the Nobel Prize in Chemistry for 2026 goes to Henri B. Kagan and Kenso
Soai 'for the discovery of non-linear effects and autocatalysis in asymmetric organic synthesis'. Henri Kagan, aged 95, is at Universite Paris-Sud in France; Kenso
Soai, aged 76, is at the Tokyo University of Science in Japan. The two share the prize of 12 million Swedish kronor equally. The science concerns chirality and
homochirality — why the molecules of life occur in only one of two possible mirror forms. In the mid-1980s Kagan showed that non-linear effects in asymmetric
catalysis could give a far greater enantiomeric excess than had been thought possible. Soai's asymmetric autocatalysis, now known as the Soai reaction, produced a
single enantiomer from achiral starting material, offering a mechanism by which homochirality could arise spontaneously. Nobel Committee chair Heiner Linke called
it the solution to a mystery over a century old. This prize is distinct from the 2001 Chemistry Nobel for asymmetric catalysis, which went to William Knowles, Ryoji
Noyori and Barry Sharpless.
2026 &y lb gy evoTig60T GeughluNwiev Crmuey L&, 'FwEETHM &l C&mELILN6L CHIAW6H sveuTs aNeneTe &6 LDMMILD &6T6S6N 60T ILLE 556088
ST H55M&TS Glamerifl 1. Cagssr HMID CleeTCaT Camil o HCWIT(HEE, auPrRIsLILHIE MG ereTm] veSL6T HTEF SMaflwisy HLpaLD
2026 S18CLTUF 7 yeTm sLTEHCamTlen SnfeN&sg!. 95 euwgmer Glamesrifl Gaaer LNFTetTeletT LIMflen- (@8 LIV&HmeVs S8 85560 2 6TaITT;
76 euwig et ClaetTGaT Caml galiLimesflest GLTSHHECWIT SM)aNwisd LIsV&en6vEsH0& 5560 2 6Temmi. 12 Wlsvedlwletr stueigeis @GGrmeTm Liflgg,
Qg mengsem @) (Heu(HLD FTsL LHTHE CaTeTsleTmery. @b HMaNWeh MSTTEVSH6TenLD LMHMILD RET N&FTEVE6sTenLD OG5 TLTLITETE —
2 uNIfletT eLPeVEFaMIS6IT, FTEHSWILDTET @) SHevoTesor gl Lilgeumigeflsy ¢pestmlev L (HIGL getT hapdlsTment eTetTLICSH Cassimall. 1980-g6rflssr
BHleNey, FEFTHM eflenarilsssS5l60 CHIflIeh Bi6V6VTE aSlensTa 6T, FT&HSIWLD eTaTm] &(HSLILILLNS e 58 s eTertmesorigGUITGIDIS&
BGHenw oi61fles (Wigu|b eTetTLIeNS CaH&:60T HTLIgeaTTT. HMHGELITE GaFml eSlensnt eTedTm| HMIWLILIHID Caml-65T FEFFTHM SetTellen6wTULE LD,
MBTTELSHETENLD H6V6VITS Gl TLESLI ClLM(H6f160)(HH&I G 6TEOTTeBITGCWITDEDT 2 (HEUTSSILIG]; @)SH60T cLP6VLD G EMETTEVSHETERLD
SHTeTTaG6U TS Falg L UL (LPEDMEDI 3| (PETTENEUSHSS. 6 (h RITMHMTeT(H& G GLO6VTeT LTSS D& TET Hie| @& sTetTm| CHITLICY (& (WsH
Henevell] enamenty 60kiGs samlerTy. FLEFEETHM elleneTLESHH NSNS allsvedlwb GCrmsven, NGW T GBTGWTS LHMID LM agmFriGlsven
SECWIMHEE suprisiLLL 2001 Ceudlufwiey Crmusy LflFeS)(mHs @bsl Lifla CeumiLlLg).

KEY EXAM POINTS

* The 2026 Nobel Prize in Chemistry goes to Henri B. Kagan and Kenso Soai.

« The citation is for the discovery of non-linear effects and autocatalysis in asymmetric organic synthesis.

« Henri Kagan is at Universite Paris-Sud, France; Kenso Soai is at the Tokyo University of Science, Japan.

* The prize is 12 million Swedish kronor, shared equally.

« It was announced by the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences in Stockholm on 7 October 2026.

* The Soai reaction produced a single enantiomer from achiral starting material.
* 2026 GeugluNwsv Grrush Lfle: Qlamsstifl 1. Cageit HMID Cl&E6TCHT Camlis@E.
« g&EEFTHM Siflo CHMGLILN6L CHIflWEL H606vTE ANEDETESET MM H6sTeNENETULESLD H63TLMISHeVISH &6t Lifls:.
* Qamsttifl Caaer LNFTetTEl6tT LIMIfl6N-(&:8 LIsV&e060855W; ClaeTeaT Camll soliLimesiler CLT&HGWT nflaflsy LIsV&en6v&Hs a0,
s ufl&s QsTens 12 Wlevedlwist stu6eSig6is GETTETT, FLOLOMEL LIKF6y.
* 2026 S1&CLITUT 7 65T 6VLTEGamMLA6H eveiLetT 9iFe mlaflwley &p&D SMeNS55!.
* MBTTELHEITENLD V6V CIFHTLESL GILIM(H6Il68 (BHE G eresTmettTGWITLEnT CFTI aNeMET 2 (HEUTSHSILIG).

STATIC GK CONNECT

Laureates Henri B. Kagan (France) and Kenso Soai (Japan)
uifle: QuMHMeUTE6T Qamettifl 19 Gaseit (LNFmesTEN) LMHMID Cla6TCEHFT GaFmil (gLiLimssT)
Citation Discovery of non-linear effects and autocatalysis in asymmetric organic synthesis

Lflg8 SITyeusTD
Awarding body

Lfl&a eULpMmIEGLD SjemLoLL
Prize amount

ufl&g Qs Tens
Institutions

1B\ M) 6U6BT I S6iT

Earlier related prize
(pstTemesTl QS TLFLenLW Lflg:

Nobel Prizes
Grumuey Liflgraseir

Fw&EFTHM &M C15mME LN CHIFlWH SisveuTs ellemeTay 6T LMMID SH6iTellen6sTULESLD &630TL M5 60
Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, Stockholm
srv6TL6tT TF M6 BHLPSLD, VL TEHEAMITLD
12 million Swedish kronor
12 Blevedlwiett siveTigei (HCrmeoTT
Universite Paris-Sud, France; Tokyo University of Science, Japan
umifleiv-@sg LIL&6m6088L8D, LNTTesTsy; CLT&SS GWIT Hmlafley LIsL&emn6v&sp8L0D, SoLILIT6T
2001 Chemistry Nobel to William Knowles, Ryoji Noyori and Barry Sharpless for asymmetric catalysis
FWEFTHM eNlenerTWSH8HS5S D&Te 2001 CouhuNwisv Grmusy — afsvedlwid Crmsusi, FIGwTed) QBrGuwimf),
umifl egrlcleveny
Instituted by Alfred Nobel's will of 1895; first awarded 1901; Economics added by Sveriges Riksbank in 1968
SeVLNTL GrrLedlesr 1895 2 udlev epeuld HimIeuLILILLG); 1901-60 (&L 6ULPMEIS6; 1968-60 eGleufl &6
flgsvGumig Clummeflwesy GayLiy
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