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Union Environment Minister inaugurates the new headquarters office of the International Big Cat Alliance in New Delhi
I 516UG5E QLB LewerT @6u1s &nl Lm0l LS S60a0enolishs: SIRI6ISSHNS LSS SDHMIEFE:6) SenI&sT Lg $levedlulled SHmibsl eneussmT

On 12 October 2026 Shri Bhupender Yadav, Union Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, inaugurated the new headquarters office of the International Big Cat Alliance
at 55 Lodhi Estate, New Delhi. The International Big Cat Alliance, or IBCA, is a treaty-based inter-governmental organisation headquartered in India, created to conserve seven big cat
species — the lion, the tiger, the leopard, the snow leopard, the cheetah, the jaguar and the puma — of which five are found in India. India’s initial financial commitment to the alliance
is Rs 150 crore spread over five years from 2023-24 to 2027-28. At the inauguration the alliance counted 29 member countries including India, five observers, and eleven further
countries that have consented to join. Dr S. P. Yadav, Director General of the IBCA, briefed the gathering, and Shri Santosh Tewari, Director General of Forests and Special Secretary
in the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, was present. The Union External Affairs Minister attended, along with the Directors General of the Global Biofuels Alliance,
the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure and the International Solar Alliance, and representatives of the United Nations Development Programme, the World Bank, UNICEF,
the Asian Development Bank, the World Wide Fund for Nature, the International Union for Conservation of Nature, the United Nations Environment Programme and the Food and
Agriculture Organisation. In its first two and a half years the alliance has run two capacity-building programmes funded under the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation
programme and a big cat health programme named PRIME for veterinarians drawn from twenty countries, and has taken part in the Conference of the Parties to CITES, the UNFCCC
Conference of the Parties and the CITES Standing Committee.
2026 2166LMUT 12 siedtn), 1SS SHHMIFELED, 6U6DTLD HMID SHTevEleney LOMHNS Siewm Siemo&sT Hab L,CUBST winsel, Lig Heedl 55 Geondl erev@LLIq6b sT6UGHE OLIHID L,cmeor Beuré
Fn L el 96T LS H6meuemioiLshE: JQIQISSDSS Sbs enaussN. lildler ereoré &HSH&HIONES AHeDPSSILBID FTIGHEF QLB L,eneT B6ursé fnl Lemioll], SbSlunais) HemeeniowisHn
QBMeTuTL, GUILIHS SiqLILEDL UM SiTEEHEBES Senl GUILITET Siemioll]. AkisD, LS, AniSens, uaflé Anisens, FLLT, QMG HMID LT eI (R QLD Lyeneor SeThisenetl
ungIesn&GLD CrHnéssHl 88 2 meaunssilL g, Seunnie obs Sbswnels sreomiL@Hamer. &b &L Lenoliése SbHwnelsr g _és B0 uhisefliy 2023-24 pge 2027-28
CUEDTILITET Eb&I SeTT(BSHEBSHS €b.150 Gay. iy efiprelssr Gung SbHwim 2 et 29 2 miiy BIES6T, Lbs Lnienauten BHrBseT, Cueib Senevoi QUILSEH Sieflds LHeeTmm
BBseT eTedtn Hlemevuled snl L emioll) SBhos!. LNfla SUSGSHT BILSLD (eweTeul ere. L. W6l snlqulBhaealiseEnsd elleTssallSST; SHMNIEEP, EUeTD HMID SMeBlaney WIHMD
SIEMDEESSSH 6T 61T BUISSBIT BTLISLD HMID ApiLE esweoreny S sHECHTeN Heuntfl seubg O&ETEsuLT. WSS aeuaflyneysd sienn Siemloésr, 2 csemmeit 2 ulf erflaLmmer
gn_Lemioli|, GULIT SMRIGID 2 _6T&HL L emIoLIL|SSMeT &nl Lemlolil oHmID sTeuGss @iflil 65516 sl Lenwlifer SWESBT USRS, @&l HTBS6T eueniFdls HILID, 2 608 eurhid),
weoflaga"el1, Shdll eueni&el eurd, 2 s Suihenstl Gugml BHWID, sTaGsHs SuihHensl GUEDI QETIILID, 2&A HTBES6T HHNIFE;W SHLLID HMIDd 2 6o GeuerTesor Siemioli
pdweunnien T BHeEBD HebHEI CBTETITL 6T . (WS Bresorenr SyetorBsefled, b SMPHlEDHI L HMID QLNGETTSTT QSsImILLS L SHler S Hlweflbaiu’ L S Smedr
Guobun’ (5 FLkisenenud, BmLg HNEsmens Gaihg SMHENL. LOBSSIUTSHEHSSTET LNemID Tenib QLB Lyewer 6T Hevd S L SDSUID &nl Lenoli] HLSEHUETETE; D& 16N
srlifeon BB, obT STeblena NHD S Lemol QULbs STiilen BTG LHNID ensllesv Henasd (L SpSeunmiaid uhGsnmieTeTs).

KEY EXAM POINTS

+ On 12 October 2026 Union Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav inaugurated the new headquarters office of the International Big Cat Alliance at 55 Lodhi Estate, New Delhi.
« The IBCA s a treaty-based inter-governmental organisation headquartered in India.
« It covers seven big cats: lion, tiger, leopard, snow leopard, cheetah, jaguar and puma — five of which occur in India.
« India’s initial commitment is Rs 150 crore over five years, from 2023-24 to 2027-28.
« Membership stood at 29 member countries including India, five observers, and eleven more that have consented to join.
* Dr S. P. Yadav is the Director General of the IBCA; Santosh Tewari, DG (Forests) and Special Secretary, MOEFCC, attended.
« The alliance has run two ITEC-funded capacity-building programmes and the PRIME big cat health programme for veterinarians from twenty countries.
« The IBCA was announced by the Prime Minister in April 2023 at the Mysuru event marking 50 years of Project Tiger, and the Union Cabinet approved its establishment in February 2024.
* 2026 21&GLMUT 12 2i6dTm), WSS SHNIFESL00 Sleminds LCUBST wnge, gl Hevedl 55 Geund) erevGLLIq6) FT6UGHE QLB Ly6netT Seré &nl L emiolifler LS Seneeniolisnsd JQIeISHSmSS
Hmba! eweuSF.
* 9 eredTLE @bSIWITelleh HEDEENLOWIHLD ASBTETITL, BLILHS i LILIEDLUTEVTET HTE&SHEHSHE SewL GUWILITET SieWLoLiL].
* fifusid, Ued, AniSens, LellF ANiGens, FLLT, QEeUNT HMID LbOT SpEL 61(1R AL L ener Semmhisaner 8 2 e s&Ang); Seunile obs Sbswneien sreomiL@GaleTmeot.
* @bFwnelletr OHTL&EL Ltsaflliy 2023-24 (pged 2027-28 euen 2ba HeturBeHEnEE €b.150 Gamg.
* @bFwim 2 et 29 2_muli| HNESET, gbg unTeneuwmenT HrBseT, Senevon LIS ieflds Coeid LSae BrBaer erer 2 niifern Hlens SmhoHs!.
* pfg BUSGSHT HMUSLD (WemeuTeuf 6T6n. L. WINGel; SHHMIFELP6) HeDEFHSHH 60T U6t SWISHGSHIT HTLSD WHMID AnLLE esweonen sbGsmelq Feurfl &evbhg O\&TeToTLT.
* 2484 HHuseiuie B Fmetr GBS S Lhsenanyb, Bmug BTG STeBEDL. LHSSIEUT &HEH&HSTET NenTD QLB Lyener Q6T hed SHILSmSID dnl LD BHLSSHI6TETE].
* yeSlge UngIsMILS S LSHeir 50 petorBaenend GHEED en@ b Hapais 2023 etiredle Nngol oNde-ene anfelssnd; 2024 NiTeuflulieh SHII HeDEFTEDEU ST HWIOLILEES GLILISED
efSsg.
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International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA), headquartered in India; new office at 55 Lodhi Estate, New Delhi
FTaUBHE LB Lewer Beutd &nl L enioli] (2194d), Seneeniowisid SbHwT; LS sigieuesd L Seedl 55 Gendl erevGLL

Organisation and headquarters
Siemioli LHMID FEMEVEDIDUIGHLD

Seven big cats covered
2 _6TeTL&GUILLL g QLB L, eneT Qeuthigser
India’s financial commitment
Snpdwnelleor HlHI0 uriserliy
Announcement and approval
ainflefily wHHID QLIS
Project Tiger and Project Elephant
LeOl&6iT oHMID WINEnETTEET LITGISMLILIS S L ThigeT

Tiger reserves in Tamil Nadu
SOIDBTLI.60T LeSlE6T STLILISRISET

Cheetah reintroduction in India
Snbdlwneded £ BeT@1gGumbmLD

Lion, Tiger, Leopard, Snow Leopard, Cheetah, Jaguar, Puma
Ariusid, 4ed, AnSews, Leolls AniSens, FLLT, grEeuns, won
Rs 150 crore over five years, 2023-24 to 2027-28
2hE) WTBSEBES €5.150 Gamg, 2023-24 (s ed 2027-28 euemr
Announced April 2023 at Mysuru, 50 years of Project Tiger; Union Cabinet approval February 2024
yedlaser Ungismiys S sler 50 gyetor® Hlspadsd 2023 eriredleh em@medisd amflediny; 2024 1Nireufluled wEEu1 SienioésTeney QLIS
Project Tiger launched 1973 at Jim Corbett; Project Elephant 1992; NTCA constituted 2006
yedlser Lngismiysd Siib 1973-86b ghid sMTeLiged SMLThsILLL&); WTenerssT LD 1992; Gl UeSlseT UMgsli| oy enesonLid
2006-@6) SiemLodHsUILLL S
Five: Kalakad Mundanthurai, Anamalai, Mudumalai, Sathyamangalam and Srivilliputhur Megamalai
DbEI: HETHSNE (PESITLHSIEHD, ShEHEVTOMEY, (PEILDEE, FESHSHWIOTSHID LHNID WheNeLSETT Gosemen
Project Cheetah began September 2022 at Kuno National Park, Madhya Pradesh, with cheetahs from Namibia and South Africa
L SILLb 2022 el bufled it TGsesdlett GGeomm Gadll Wiusnelled asn_rdlwig); BB wHnb aser siiiflssrelednba
ELLnés6T e\®mesor(BeumiiLl Lot
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K& vepium
Copernicus bulletin records September 2026 as the world's second-warmest September, with global temperature above 1.5 degrees Celsius for a
second successive month

2026 aistiLibLIT ©_evdletr @retureug) L&eeuliLoneT AFLLDLIT eTedtn) GamuTeflsssn simlésens LHley; OSTLIHE SIeorneug) Nsons 268 eeuliulens 1.5 q&lf
QF6LALIEMENS STEOOTIG LIS

The Copernicus Climate Change Service published its monthly climate bulletin on 12 October 2026, recording September 2026 as the second-warmest September in the global
record. The global average surface air temperature for the month was 16.27 degrees Celsius, which is 0.82 degrees Celsius above the 1991 to 2020 average for September and 1.63
degrees Celsius above the pre-industrial level of 1850 to 1900. This was the second consecutive month in which the global average temperature stood more than 1.5 degrees Celsius
above the pre-industrial baseline, the threshold named in the Paris Agreement as the more ambitious of its two long-term temperature goals. September 2023 remains the warmest
September on record, at 0.93 degrees Celsius above the 1991 to 2020 average, so September 2026 was 0.11 degrees Celsius cooler than the record. Over land alone the month was
also the second warmest September on record, at 13.67 degrees Celsius, behind September 2023's 14.10 degrees Celsius. For the twelve months from October 2025 to September
2026 the global average temperature was 0.62 degrees Celsius above the 1991 to 2020 average and 1.50 degrees Celsius above the pre-industrial level, and the period from January
to September 2026 was the second-warmest such period on record, behind 2024. For Europe the month was the third-warmest September on record. The Copernicus Climate Change
Service is one of six services of the European Union's Copernicus programme and is implemented by the European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts on behalf of the
European Commission, drawing on the ERAS reanalysis dataset.
Ganuiesflbas sreblene wMHME Csemeu H601g) LNSMTHAT &TeElena siflbensenwl 2026 2&6ELILT 12 sieotm) eeuaflul B, 2026 asliLbuenT 2 &l Lfleyserfle Setorneug)
1l&6\6ULILIONEDT QFILIDLIT 6T6vTll LFl6) O5ILSEI. Sibg NssHlen 2 es sunsil Goburiy smHn eeuliuflens 16.27 &l agsdluen; 88 1991 psed 2020 cuemmwinet QFLILDUT sTmsflenul
i 0.82 u&lfl agevdlieinv aifleb, 1850 (waHe 1900 suemmwiner agmADLTL A6 (Whensil Hensvenw el 1.63 n&lfl agsdlien iflab. asmADLTLAHE (Whensil Siqflensueni el
2 o annarf] aeuluBlene 1.5 19&lfl agevdwenréd Gwed Hem asnLiédfwner @etormeug) wnsb @gi; umflev QULbSSH6r Qb HetorLsme aeauliLblene Qes@aerTle Wieseayb
el fwoneorsns b sene] GOl Betergl. 1991 (s e 2020 suenmuiner snnsflenwt el 0.93 w&lifl asaduish siflsons Subs 2023 el Ll Satenib Lufayserflsd Wlsaeuliiomer
el bLTTeGeu 2_eens); ereor@eu 2026 lILbLT Sibsé sngenerenwt el 0.11 w&ifl ascdwish GefliéAunes Smhes. Heolumiife wi @b unissneid, 2023 astiLburfler 14.10 w98l
asedlen s 2iBSH8 13.67 198l asedenrL e 85 Sretoreus) saeuliLioner aFLbLT. 2025 sibELILIT (wHed 2026 &l bu euenTwineT LsiteflTesorn® wnshisefled, 2 s symaif]
eeuiLflensy 1991 paed 2020 euenmuwiner sgnaflenw el 0.62 w&lifl asedlsv, asMADLT &6E (Wwhensi Hensvenw afil 1.50 u&ifl agedisv siflawns Qmbssi; 2026 georeurfl (s e
QELILIDLIT euemIITenT &Teuld, 2024-6& SIBSE! LSleysafled BrevorLmeus) LOGEEULILIONETT HSHSEDSLILI HTEVIDNE HemIbHSs. LCIMILTe SHE Sbs LIS LHeysefled cpemreus L& eULILILOTET
el b, Grmiiw ermlwsHeor Gamuierflbasv SiiLsdHler gpm) Gsemeusafled Qeimmrer Camuiefléaen sneflene wMHDE Gsemey, GIMIIL ShemevoriSHledr &L Gmmiiw
BBEST Hev eunesflemey (WedteorMledlly enoWISSTed AFWOLLGSSILGADS!; FyTard wnUGLUTLOS ST6s esnGLenL 88 LWeTUBSSIHSI.
KEY EXAM POINTS
« The Copernicus Climate Change Service bulletin published on 12 October 2026 ranked September 2026 as the second-warmest September on record globally.
« The global average surface air temperature for September 2026 was 16.27 degrees Celsius.
« That is 0.82 degrees Celsius above the 1991-2020 September average and 1.63 degrees Celsius above the 1850-1900 pre-industrial level.
« It was the second consecutive month with the global average more than 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels.
« September 2023 remains the warmest September on record, 0.93 degrees Celsius above the 1991-2020 average; September 2026 was 0.11 degrees Celsius cooler.
« The twelve months from October 2025 to September 2026 averaged 0.62 degrees Celsius above 1991-2020 and 1.50 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels.
« January to September 2026 was the second-warmest such period on record, behind 2024; for Europe the month was the third warmest September.
« C3S is one of six Copernicus services, implemented by the European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts for the European Commission, using the ERA5 reanalysis.
* 2026 2xs@Lmui 12 ot eeuerflunesr Gamuienflssen srevbleney mHnE Csemeu sinésens, 2026 alILDLEDT 2 608 iemele Lflaysefls) STesor_neug) W&eeauILoTeT QSILDLTTESS
sreuflensiILGSEWIS).
* 2026 esli_bufledr 2_ev& sonsrl Goouriiy smhm) eeuiLflensy 16.27 4&lfl assdls.
* @51 1991-2020 estiibui snnaflenw el 0.82 &l agsdlsv, 1850-1900 asmibUT. 8@ (whensww Hleneenit el 1.63 &fl agedliLen iflsib.
* QsMADLTLAéE (Whewsil Henevenww el 2 s srnsl] 1.5 198l agedlitenrés G Smhs asnLiédwner Sresormeus) Lrsn 8.
* 1991-2020 snnsiflenw efiL. 0.93 1&lifl agedsv siflawons Smhs 2023 asiiLbul Setaid WsaeuliLoner aglibui; 2026 asibuf 0.11 &l ashdsn Gefliédiwins Smbss!.
* 2025 2x&@Lmui (psed 2026 aslLbLT euenmuiTeT LsitefiTesor® wnghiger 1991-2020 sgnaflemw el 0.62 &l agsbdlwen, asmiHUTdée wihensw Hensenw efl 1.50 1.8fl ageddien
2 sID.
* 2026 geeul (p 6L OFILDLIT euenT, 2024-6@ Si(BSHE SIerLmeus) LOSE6ULILIONET STevld; GIMILNEYHE &I ceimTeus) LOGAEULILILONET QFLILDLIT.
* Ganuiterllssedlsor apm Caemeuserled eitmmenr A3erei, LG SyemevonsHhHans LGl HBESST &mev euneflene (eTeriiefliL enWISHTe) FpTarS WHLGLILMLEDEU LWETLBSHS
QsWELESSILGEDE.
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Bulletin and publication date
ainfl&ens LHMID eefluiner CsH
September 2026 global temperature
2026 esliLbLl 2 68 eeuliLBlens
Anomalies
Gaupun@eer
Implementing agency
65WeLBSEID HimieueoTd
Paris Agreement
umfleiv @UILIBSID

Copernicus programme
Ganuielléssn HLLIb

World Meteorological Organisation
2 608 euneuflemey SiemLoLiLy

Copernicus Climate Change Service monthly climate bulletin, published 12 October 2026
Hlemev LMHDE G uSleor hAT Srevblene Simdsena, 2026 sisGLILT 12-@6b aeuefluners)

Gauieflébsen
16.27 degrees Celsius; second warmest September on record

16.27 u&ifl agevdlen; ugleyserled metorLmeus) LB&E16ULILIOTET QlELIL DT
+0.82 degrees Celsius over 1991-2020; +1.63 degrees Celsius over 1850-1900 pre-industrial

1991-2020-g el +0.82 19.8fl @gebdlwieiv; 1850-1900 egmibLrdése whensi Hlensvenw il +1.63 19&lfl agediehn
European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF), for the European Commission; dataset ERAS

2Crmiiw BESST Hnew eunesflemey (edreormlefiiiy emowid (FréleTbLLTeMLeTs"L1), g2GIMiiL ShemeTLSHD&ETE; SIS OSTGLIL| FOhTarS
Adopted at COP21 in December 2015, in force 4 November 2016; limit warming well below 2 degrees Celsius, pursuing 1.5 degrees
Celsius

2015 &ufled Sen921-@6b erpaiLLg), 2016 HeubLiT 4-@6b HEPLIPEONHES CUbDHSI; OeUILLWILNSEDE 2 4EIfl aFediLeau-ées S, 1.5

&fl aiFeLAws ConéHes
European Union Earth observation programme with six services, including Climate Change (C3S) and Atmosphere Monitoring
(CAMS)

2CrmIw QerlwusHein Lell seturamemfliyg S LD, sym Gseneuger, sreflensy MHMLD (A36rev) HMID cuefloetor_ev sevuramesofli

(flegeTibeTeiv) o 6iTLIL
Specialised UN agency, founded 1950, headquartered at Geneva; successor to the International Meteorological Organisation of
1873

onr-efledr fApiiy Hmieueotd, 1950-@6b HmieuiulLg), Seneeniowisd agefeur; 1873-Qer aiauGse aureflenc siemwlifer OSTLiFd
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POLITY & GOVERNANCE
| sindlievenioli] & syl &

| 03 Y%

President Droupadi Murmu appoints Governors to six states; Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar becomes full-time Governor of Tamil Nadu
| 2m wrheksepse sasbismen GuwTss st Samerd wic BLfssm; mGobAn elvants aiGuesT SODHM 6T W@REHT SEbHITSDTT

On 12 October 2026 a press communique issued by Rashtrapati Bhavan announced that President Droupadi Murmu had appointed and transferred Governors in six states. Shri
Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar, until then Governor of Keralam and discharging the functions of the Governor of Tamil Nadu in addition, was appointed full-time Governor of Tamil Nadu.
He had held the additional charge of Tamil Nadu from 12 March 2026, the day Shri R. N. Ravi, Governor of Tamil Nadu from 18 September 2021, assumed office as Governor of West
Bengal. Shri Om Prakash Mathur, Governor of Sikkim, was appointed Governor of Keralam in Arlekar's place, and Shri Dushyant Gautam was appointed Governor of Sikkim. Shri Braj
Mohan Ram was appointed Governor of Odisha, succeeding Shri Hari Babu Kambhampati; Dr Sudha Yadav was appointed Governor of Karnataka, succeeding Shri Thaawarchand
Gehlot; and Dr Dhal Singh Bisen was appointed Governor of Uttarakhand, succeeding Lieutenant General, retired, Gurmit Singh. The communique stated that the appointments would
take effect from the dates on which the respective appointees assume charge of their offices. Arlekar has been Governor of Himachal Pradesh from July 2021 to February 2023,
Governor of Bihar from February 2023 to 1 January 2025 and Governor of Keralam from 2 January 2025; before entering Raj Bhavan he was a member of the Goa Legislative
Assembly, Speaker of that Assembly from March 2012 to October 2015, and a minister in the Goa government. Dr Sudha Yadav entered politics in 1999 after her husband, a Border
Security Force officer, was killed in the Kargil conflict; she was a member of the Lok Sabha from Mahendragarh from 1999 to 2004 and was inducted into the Bharatiya Janata Party's
Parliamentary Board in August 2022.

2026 o16@LmuT 12 siedtm) melqiqrug) ueuet eeueflui’L asHéS SN cpeald, SHmI Blevrigerfled SHEBHIHEMET GlWITsS Semeveu] Samemudl (i Hufss wnHIlDSSI6T6TS)
sMelsaIULL S 915 euenT GaTem HEbrITs SEhsl, fnBsenss SONDHTG SpEbbiler Lsvoflsenanuyb Bifeudss aubs S meebSr efsveunns opiGas, HONPHTLIQ 6T LPWLEHT
SHEBHITS BufssiulLm. 2021 asiLbul 18 (s sODHTE HpEbnIns Smbs S . eer. pedl, GnE euris SyeEbHImsEl auTnIiGUDD 2026 wNTF 12 (s HBTCST SONDBTLIG 6T
8n.(BHE0 OLMNIIEDL QUASSI UHSTT. HEHEHID HEBHINTS BHHS Hb P 1TEHNeq ISHTT, BTCLHHEHSL LHNss CaTer SHEBHINS HUIASSILLLTT; Hb Hequibs asasD HHHbD
SEBHITS Buifssiu’Lmi. S enfl umy sbubuSse N6t Hb T GnsedT OMD QIFT SHEBHINS, S STUTsHS OHMM [BEHSL N6 (PEDETOUT SFHM WINSHe SIHTLS S EBHINS,
QLieeLIDHD Q1eLIETEIT.. ORQ6uTTe) SN AhiGEEL LT (emeuTeul Smed ki NGE6T ©_SSINSH6T0T. S EBHINS HIASSILLL 60T . BT ALDDEITSET Shis6T Ligedsener
eumnIIGUH G Cadlsafle) Bha! HILIDETRISET HEnL(PePDEHES UL eTeatn) asLFs Gl asflelidss. iGaaT 2021 g2eme wsed 2023 Lireufl eueny Sonégell TG
Sy@EBHITs, 2023 Wireurd] (s 2025 gevteurfl 1 euenr NamT Shebbans, 2025 gevteuf] 2 (weed Camem ShEbBHITES SHHEIETENTT; SHEBHT LTefllenssd QUBEISHE (W6 SieuT Gsmeur
&LLeiTn 2 mifleorans, 2012 wnié (wweed 2015 Si6GLILT euenT SibsE FLLITNSS 6T sLNBTLSTNS, Gameum SiTdle) Sienoésnaeyd b . erevenevll LIMGISTILL LenL Sigaemflwimer
B8 sHevoreul SMidled Gomgedled asmedeuILL L 6T 1999-@6b (pemevTaul &SI WINGHel TGS eubsTT; 1999 (psed 2004 euenr EEHATET OSTGS Wwesaremel 2 _niliflerns
Bwhani, 2022 gyseviqed UMTH 2Tt HLAuller HILTEBLOTNE &(Lefle) Sen6vorébaUILL L.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« A Rashtrapati Bhavan press communique of 12 October 2026 announced Governor appointments and transfers in six states.
« Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar was appointed full-time Governor of Tamil Nadu, having held the additional charge from 12 March 2026.
* Om Prakash Mathur moved from Sikkim to Keralam; Dushyant Gautam was appointed Governor of Sikkim.
« Braj Mohan Ram to Odisha, succeeding Hari Babu Kambhampati; Sudha Yadav to Karnataka, succeeding Thaawarchand Gehlot; Dhal Singh Bisen to Uttarakhand, succeeding Gurmit
Singh.
* R. N. Ravi was Governor of Tamil Nadu from 18 September 2021 and assumed office as Governor of West Bengal on 12 March 2026.
« Arlekar was Governor of Himachal Pradesh (July 2021 to February 2023), Bihar (February 2023 to 1 January 2025) and Keralam (from 2 January 2025).
* He was Speaker of the Goa Legislative Assembly from March 2012 to October 2015.
« The appointments take effect from the dates on which the appointees assume charge of their offices.
* 2026 2xs@Lmui 12-g5b CaHulL mrelqrud) ueuett aFLES S, Symi nHlerkiserleh ShEBBHI HILLDEThSEDEMLD WTMISEHSEMEMLD AMfeNSSE!.
* 2026 1omi& 12 (1pged sn.(BSH60 OLMMIIenL eudSs eubs MMERBAT eflevaunnsd opiGasT, SOLPHM 6T (WWLEHT ShEBHITES HUILASSILIL LT
* @b igsnely GEMT AsANOBHE CaTensHnNE WIHDUILLLT; Seqwihs asamsb féHD oh@EbbITs HUO&SSILLLTT.
* anifl umy sbubuS&EEH 6T NTe GT&edT D Q.FTeHE,; STEUTsnhs ASM.BSGL 6T &SN WS SIHMLe&SSNE&; GIfd AhGeel T ste A Gs6T 2_saIaeurL SHNE.
* i1 eredr. mel 2021 @&liLbuT 18 (&6 SODBEIG SEHHITS SmhHsT, 2026 wmié 12 sedtm) GonHE eurkis SEbBITS aUTDIGLHDTT.
* HIGesT @wnssell ITGsHsD (2021 g2eme (&6 2023 Wiliraufl suemr), Wami (2023 Wiraufl wsed 2025 geraufl 1 ausnr) wHmib Gsend (2025 gereufl 2 (W&6L) ShEHHITES SHHSMT .
* 2012 & waed 2015 2isGLiul eueny sieui Gameun L6 FLMBMUSITS EBHSTT .
* BloeuTd QUDMeUT&6T ShuseT Lsaisener aUTNILICUDED Cadlaefle Sbhs BILETRISET HENL(PEDNEHES CUHLD.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Article 153 There shall be a Governor for each State; the proviso allows the same person to be Governor of two or more States
&l 9fley 153 Qeuaeu(H NHSSHNHED Qb EBHT ST, Sreu® Siebag SiBHE& GnHULL IHeheEESE QOT HLT WEBHITES SHEHs
alflalese ispioHsAng
Article 155 The Governor of a State shall be appointed by the President by warrant under his hand and seal
glL9fley 155 oMEle) SHEBHT, GIITES SEDEEUTTE) SHeUTH! WSHEWITILLD LHMID (WHSenTuI L Shemevor cpeuid HUIAGESILIGeUT
Article 156 Holds office during the pleasure of the President; term of five years; continues until a successor enters office
gLy 156 Glawrss semevaurfle eflplub 2 _srereueny ugeiulsd mpiunT; uselésameld phgl SpetorBseT; eumfls: AUTMIIGUDGID EUEDT OSTLIT UM
Article 157 Qualifications: must be a citizen of India and have completed 35 years of age
glLl9fley 157 s5&de6r: @hdus GlLsas Bmss Geustor®B, 35 euwg) Hlenne] OUDDBIHES Geuetor®BLD
Article 158 Conditions of office: no membership of Parliament or a State Legislature, no other office of profit; clause 3A allocates emoluments
s L 09fley 158 where one person is Governor of two or more States

use [FILIHSHEMEVTEHE: HILMEBLO6ITN Si6060&) LMEley FLLL1o6dm 2 milifemne mées snlng, Goun eaduil usel eudlssd snLng); QG
BUT @retor® Siebegl SiBMHE& GHLL L WNERSEHSE SHEBHITS Sbs&IEUTE adwi uhidl L 2 ifley 3A aenrunéans
Article 154 and Article 161 Article 154 vests the executive power of the State in the Governor; Article 161 gives the Governor the power to grant pardons and
sy 154 whpib 161 reprieves
gLy 154 wnhleosdler Blifeuns siflanmsans @bl sieflééins); s nifley 161 weireuflliy wHMID SET0TLeweur Seriey Sieflé@D
SNBSS HEBHBEEGS SGADSI
Tamil Nadu Governor and Chief Minister Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar, full-time from 12 October 2026; Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay of TVK, sworn in 10 May
SOPHTGB SHEBHT LHMID (PSIEDIDEFT 2026; Assembly Speaker J. C. D. Prabhakar
pEBHT MBRBAN eflsveunnd TGN, 2026 a6GLILT 12 (w6 (PRGHILD; (Wseenés] saeus-elsr 8. Ggnal efigil, 2026 Gw 10-
860 usIGWIHDNT; & LI0edImE sunBMUST G. &. 9. NTunsT
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Satark Nagrik Sangathan report card on Information Commissions places Tamil Nadu fifth in pending appeals, released on the twenty-first

anniversary of the Right to Information Act
HHEU) S EMEOUILIBIGET GIHS F&51H Hralé shieser HIT .G mbans Haleme GuexwennuiBaserfle sPHI L mbsTeus QL sl emeubdng); 56 ABlLb 2 flenod
&L $5le0r BUSCHMIES) Shevor® Hlemmelled lauarliimeTs)

The Report Card on the Performance of Information Commissions in India, 2025-26, prepared by Satark Nagrik Sangathan together with the Society for Citizens Vigilance Initiatives,
was released on 12 October 2026, the twenty-first anniversary of the day the Right to Information Act, 2005 came into force. The study covers the period from 1 July 2025 to 30 June
2026 and is based on 146 applications under the Right to Information Act filed with 29 Information Commissions. It found a national backlog of 3,85,716 appeals and complaints across
28 commissions, against 2,61,669 matters registered and 2,41,627 disposed of in the period. Tamil Nadu had 37,150 appeals and complaints pending as on 30 June 2026, the fifth-
highest among the commissions assessed, while in disposals it ranked third with 23,808 matters disposed of against 22,946 registered, so that disposals exceeded fresh registrations
by 862. The report estimated that a fresh appeal filed with the Tamil Nadu commission would take one year and seven months to be disposed of, and recorded that Tamil Nadu
returned no cases without orders. The largest backlogs were in Maharashtra with 77,397, Chhattisgarh with 52,559, Bihar with 42,243 and the Central Information Commission with
39,121, the last of these up by 62 per cent. Estimated waiting times ranged from two years and three months at the Central Information Commission to six years and seven months in
Bihar, eighteen years in Chhattisgarh and nineteen years and two months in Madhya Pradesh, with fourteen commissions needing more than a year. The Jharkhand State Information
Commission was non-functional throughout the period and the Himachal Pradesh commission has been non-functional since 3 July 2025. Nine commissions returned 37,701 cases
without passing orders, the Central Information Commission accounting for 14,603 and Maharashtra for 14,140.

8516 BH&e FhaDHET ML, GLOSSET SETUTHTEIILL (WTIPWHEASBEDHoHESTET FhisdHsI 6T eneoubs sWfds '@bdwnels seeue syememnuhisefer aswOUTE GBds HITLG
siéens, 2025-26', sa6u6d b 2 [flemioé &b 2005 HenLpenndd aubs Hefler SmpusCammneus syetor® Hlenmeumenr 2026 SisGLMLT 12 sisdrmy eeuerfluitu’L g &bs Spiiey
2025 g9emev 1 (&6 2026 g96b1 30 6UEMIITETT HTEVSHENS 26Tl SEILIF); 29 HH66D S eneuuTiLifisefled STésmen OFLILILLL, SHeued Sl 2 flenoé gL sHler Spreor 146

6leBuTETOTLILITRIGEMET SiGLILIEDLILITES C\BTETuTL&). 28 Spemevonuhiserfled Gaisa 3,85,716 GepennuiBaeT wHmIb Lsmiser Gadlu sierele Baemeauis SmliLams &g s 1ibss);

Sibsd BTLHS 2,61,669 aups&aser Lbley aalwiu @ 2,41,627 wassliulLer. 2026 g6 30 Hleveurlig silpHIL e 37,150 Guexwenmui@Eaer whHmib Lsmiser Hleleneuuied
Bmhser; HII UL pewevonutisefled 85 ebsrals HHsD. aIpsES (W ss5He SIDHIG cpatmas SLsHd Smhas — udle asiuiu’L 22,946 alps&se@rse adHons 23,808

WLSSLILILL6T; diBmeug LS L

862 aiflab. HOPBHIE enevLSSED HTéHme) OFLILLILGD Qb LS Guexwenmui® (P1eHeE Ul Qb EUBLLD 6I(Q LONShiseT

G TN SiNGBens HIN LG, pewevorger IMLILIGSHMOE SODPHIG 6MhS eupdHensud HEiT sgiiLaldena aatnib uHey aFLSE. B16 siFs Haleneaussr: ameqqrd 77,397,
&8s 52,559, e 42,243, s eeued Syememonuib 39,121 — @dled semLdluneg) 62 s56fligb o wiibgieTeng). AU UL sTSHEBLILES STeID SEHIS HBHEUD Sben6ToTILISHSD
BI6(B QUBLRISET cPiTN) LNSRISET (WS, LNSMled DI CUBL ST (R WNShiseT, F5S6vsile LSO B auBLRsHT, S ITC555H6) LSASTETLE QUbBL RS Sretor®
LONShIGET euenT SBhSS!; LSS 3henemNhISHEHSS Qb UBLSENS G CHemaulLBENSI. QMI&HESeTUL. LM H5HEI6) SHEDEUINLID HbGHE STV (P(QEUSID CFUIEILILTOE
Bohsg!; Bwnésell 1ITCss gyemeonub 2025 gewen 3 (PS6) AFWILLETIE. QTSI SheDeTTLIhIGET Syenemurser inLilésmos 37,701 aupsesmans Sl sigiiifer; e

5SS S5616) Syemevonid 14,603, wammmeiqymbd 14,140.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« The Report Card on the Performance of Information Commissions in India, 2025-26, by Satark Nagrik Sangathan and SCVI, was released on 12 October 2026.
* The release date is the twenty-first anniversary of the Right to Information Act, 2005 coming into force on 12 October 2005.

« The study covers 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026 and rests on 146 RTI applications filed with 29 Information Commissions.

« Tamil Nadu had 37,150 appeals and complaints pending as on 30 June 2026, the fifth-highest among the commissions assessed.

« Tamil Nadu ranked third in disposals with 23,808 disposed against 22,946 registered, a surplus of 862, and returned no cases without orders.

« A fresh appeal in Tamil Nadu was estimated to take one year and seven months to be disposed of.

« National backlog was 3,85,716 across 28 commissions; the largest were Maharashtra 77,397, Chhattisgarh 52,559, Bihar 42,243 and the CIC 39,121.

* The Jharkhand commission was non-functional throughout the period; the Himachal Pradesh commission has been non-functional since 3 July 2025.

* 5516 Braflé shisgen LHOID eevdleily swnfss 'Sbdlnels s penemnnisafler FwLTE &S WHITLG omflsens, 2025-26' 2026 SibGLILT 12 oi6drm aeuslulLtilL gi.
* 56160 HBlyb 2 flemiog gL b 2005, 2005 SidGLILT 12 6T HenL(penndHE eubeseT SmusHEamimeus etor® Hevney Sbs aeueali’ G Codl.
* @5 piiey 2025 g2emev 1 (1pse0 2026 9601 30 EUEDTIITET HTEVSHMS 2_6TeTLSAISI; 29 HEH6U6) Hpemevonuihigefled Sréased asiL’L 146 ssea16) 2 ifleno eXleoresorimhisemer

SiGLILEDLUITES ESHTETITL Sl

* 2026 gg96b1 30 HleveuriiLiig OB IG60 37,150 GoexpenmuBae whmib Lsmiser Heemeuulsd; wHu it gyenemurhisefiied pbsmeug) iHsib.

* QPSS (PI9HSSH6L SOPHNH ceitmreus SLib — 22,946 ufleysErsde erdlans 23,808 (wésiulLeor, 862 o _uifl; gyenevoser e 6Mbhs eupSHensID SHLT SisiiLedssne.
* SIOPHILIGE) Q@ LS Gexwenmui® (PLeysE Ul Qb QUBLLD 6I(R LNShGET @D eTer AL O g,

* 28 gyemevonuusefled Gadw Hleieneu 3,85,716; s sidlsib wanmneqrd 77,397, ssdevst 52,559, Nami 42,243, wsHws soeued Syeneoonuid 39,121

* RMTSHSHETITL. SHeMETVILID SibGHd HMeVID (P(LEUGID OFweLLeflsbensy; Bonsgsell ITGHE Spemevnuid 2025 g2emev 3 (P& AFWELILeTsemen.

STATIC GK CONNECT
Right to Information Act, 2005

HHeu amlyb o flemiod glLb, 2005

Time limits under the Act
&L SH60T SLD HIT6v eUTDLGBET

Central Information Commission
WSHNLIS SHEUD SpEWETVTILID

State Information Commission
LOMHl6) H&S6U6D S EWETITILID

Tenure of Information Commissioners
BEEUD EDEUTTLITS6Tl60T LgeflSemed

Tamil Nadu figures, 2025-26
BOIpBI® Lieteflefleunraser, 2025-26

Related rights legislation
QsMLiLenLWw 2 flemod FLL kg6

Enacted 15 June 2005; came fully into force 12 October 2005; replaced the Freedom of Information Act, 2002
2005 gg?6i1 15-@6b @uiHmiiL’L gj; 2005 Si&GLILT 12-@6b) ((QemLoWing HenL(Penn&e aubsg); 2002-Qer soeue sobATF sLLSHDGL
ugleons eubsHs

Information within 30 days; 48 hours where life or liberty is involved; 35 days when routed through an Assistant Public Information

Officer
30 BILsEBsE6T SoH6u60; 2 Ul Sibevs) SSHAID FbLBSLILIL LT 48 Wwetofl GHID; 2 561 aLngd Seeue SiFlanl aufluing eubsme 35
BL&6T

One Chief Information Commissioner and up to ten Information Commissioners; appointed by the President; Sections 12 to 14 of the

Act
QB HEWEVEMIDS HEHEUED JhEWETTNLIT LMD AHHBLLFID LSS HHEUED SheWETTLITHET; GLGILITES SHEDEVEUTME) [BILILO6TD; FUL S&letr Lfleyse
12 a6 14 euemr

One State Chief Information Commissioner and up to ten State Information Commissioners; appointed by the Governor; Sections 15

to 17
Q@ NHS FHMEVENIDS HHEUD SpeDETIILIT LHMID HFSULFD LGS LOMEEVS HHEUCD SHEDETINLITEHET; Sh@BBIMe Bliioeord; fleyser 15
Waed 17 euemy

Three years or until the age of 65, as amended by the RTI (Amendment) Act, 2019, which also let the Centre fix salaries and terms
2019-@6ir g&6ued 2_Hlewio (HBSsE) FLLSSHDTLIY CPEITN) S6eToT(BSHET Si60eVS) 65 IS uenT; 2erdluid HMID HLbHSENETHEDET LSS
218 Hifevoruissayd 918 aufleu&Sss!

Pending 37,150 as on 30 June 2026, fifth-highest; disposals 23,808 against 22,946 registered; estimated wait 1 year 7 months
2026 gg?6i1 30 [Bleveumiiig Hleviemeu 37,150, bsneug) sidlsid; udleuneor 22,946-6@ ardlnna (g ssemey 23,808; Uil srsH L
1 euBLLD 7 LonGrhigerT

The Supreme Court has read the right to information into the freedom of speech and expression under Article 19(1)(a)
slLindifley 19(1)(21)-efledr Eiprieor Gués: HNID &BSSI OeuefliLT’ B &5bHTSSH0 Soeue Hriyb 2 flenio o e hdulGlusTs 2 &5
B&loedtmid eflerédleTeng)
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State-level conference of Principal Census Officers on Phase Two of Census 2027 held at Guwahati

I 2027 0686T615Memes HeutiéasBLINeT @eturLib &L GHés (PeHeTenl sausasBl dsnflsefler wrhle sierellener IHTE HeysTsSulsd HenLeaLDDE]

A state-level conference of Principal Census Officers on Phase Two of Census 2027, the Population Enumeration phase, was held on 12 October 2026 at the Assam Administrative
Staff College, Khanapara, Guwabhati. The conference was inaugurated by Shri Keshab Mahanta, Minister for the General Administration Department of Assam, in the presence of Dr
Ravi Kota, Chief Secretary of Assam, and Shri Biswajit Pegu, Director of Census Operations. Phase Two of the census comprises three components — self-enumeration, house-to-
house enumeration, and revisional activities. The conference reviewed the digital tools being deployed for the exercise, namely a mobile application, the Census Management and
Monitoring System, the Self-Enumeration Portal and the Enumeration Block Creation Portal. Discussions covered the demarcation of enumeration blocks, timely training of field staff,
and the deployment of District Information and Public Relations Officers to counter misinformation about the census, with special attention to border districts and villages. The
provisions of the Census Act and the rules framed under it were also covered. Census 2027 will be India's sixteenth census since 1872 and the eighth since Independence; it is being
conducted in two phases, with the House Listing and Housing Census forming Phase One and Population Enumeration forming Phase Two. For the first time the census is being
conducted digitally and will include the enumeration of caste. The reference date for most of the country is 1 March 2027, while for the snow-bound areas of Ladakh, Jammu and
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand it is 1 October 2026.
2027 0&&6108Memssd 60015616 BLILNET ST60oTLD SLLLOMEIT LO&SESETO) 6T6v0T600f1& L6 GNSS (W&eiTemd SHevt1SHe\sBLY SiFlsnflsefler wmhle Sereflevner wrmHT®, 2026
256LMUT 12 siehin) seysndS snermunmmeied 2_etem Sigmb Hijeunst uswoflwumen seoefluled HenLauDDEl. HEMd aung Biieunss senn Semwési o Gsaql wanbst Sbs
LOMHILEDLS OSTLHIE EDEUSSHIT; SIFMID HEMEVEMIDE QIFIEMENTT (Wemeteu Tl G&TLLI HMID sevodbas®BLILE agweLTBaHeT SuisSHT S eveuglls CuE ABWIMT (pedTefleneoudsh
BEOLEILIDDE. He00THESBLIIET @T6TorLD SLLLD 6T SnMISHED6TS OIBTETuTLE — & eresoreilbenauiied, 6@ eSLnas aFeTn) eretorennllébenauiLed, Hmib SmsHsll ueollser. Sbst

ustofl&@L1 LWETLGSSILBID Benevnuails smelssner — enalGLAS A&, H60msHaHBLIL GLOeTETTemLD HMID &H600TEHMeuoflli] SiemLoli, & eTreturenniléenasuli6) @enetongend,
ecrevoTennllBemaUIL6) OBTGH 2 (HeuTsHs Qenewonugend — nbM® LFe0ssE!. ereuenildbamnauie asnGHaeaflar euenmuenn, ser Lesolwmerisendd 2 flu Gorsdle Lulné,
S6001H6&BLIL LI SEUDTET S&H6160&6meT 6TEITOSHMeTET LOTaILL S&H616) OHMID 0&EET OSMTLIL iFlsnlsener LLeTLG SIS HpSienal ellaumdlsaHILLL6OT; T606m6) LOMEUL L ThISET
WHMID SIMOhHIGERSSE DL HeueTD SieflbslLlLg). Heueas@BLLE F.LID HNID s56T &) auGsalulL eldseflsr albpennaend efletdaiuLer. 2027 sausas®, 1872 (o
BhbFwnelssr uleoTmoreus) sedas@LLTSED, eIEDHmaEEL NG el LTeaugnaeayb sienowb; & S sl Lhisems bLoslLBSns — 6i@ Lliquwedled wHnib 65 GeussHéd
SUISASHBLIL (PSH6D HLLID, IDSSETESTENS cT6tuTetolldenauiLed EIevorLib SLLID. (PS6D (PEDDUITE H6001568BLIL enevonueuflulie HLSsILGHADEI, sndleurl eretoremollbenauigibd SHled
SLbeumub. HligedT ALEBLLITLNET LGHeEnse Gy Gadl 2027 wnié 1; eoLnéd, Qb sreqly, wrésell NTGseb whHnIb 2_ssImaesonger Laflapgl LuGHeende 2026 sisbGLuy

1.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« A state-level conference of Principal Census Officers on Phase Two of Census 2027 was held on 12 October 2026 at the Assam Administrative Staff College, Khanapara, Guwahati.
« It was inaugurated by Keshab Mahanta, Minister for the General Administration Department of Assam.

« Also present were Dr Ravi Kota, Chief Secretary of Assam, and Biswajit Pegu, Director of Census Operations.

« Phase Two, Population Enumeration, has three components: self-enumeration, house-to-house enumeration and revisional activities.

« Digital tools reviewed were a mobile application, the Census Management and Monitoring System, the Self-Enumeration Portal and the Enumeration Block Creation Portal.

« District Information and Public Relations Officers are being deployed to counter misinformation, with special attention to border districts and villages.

« Census 2027 will be India's sixteenth census since 1872 and the eighth since Independence, conducted digitally for the first time and including caste enumeration.

» The reference date is 1 March 2027 for most of the country and 1 October 2026 for the snow-bound areas of Ladakh, Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand.

* 2027 sevnsasBLIN6T @eorLiD &L G (eHeiTenlo &ersas®ly siflsmisefler wrfle serelerer wnmr®, 2026 2&BGLILT 12 160N SeysnsE sreomunTm Sigmb BHifeunst Lewoflwimers

seoaifluiied HewLaUDDS).

* 2iEMD OUNG| HTUTHS Slewn Siew&sT BoHaqll LaNHIT Bensd OSMLIRIS DEUSST.
* UMD HEMEVEMLDE EFWIBVMENT (WemevTeu Tel GaMLLT LHMID Sevurées®ULE OFweLTBs6T SweEhT Neveugld Gu@ SpEGWINHLD &6VbS) E1&TETTL 60T .
* EBETEBTENS 6T600T600NSenSUTIL V6T @TETuTLMD HLLSS6) eeiTn) &nMIGET: &Ll eretoreovllsenauiL e, 65@ 6fiLe ereturemllbenauied, Hlbss Lewflamer.

* ufifedbalL L Qemertnueufld smelaer el aFwed,

2 _(HEUTSHS EeMEUTNLISENLD.

5616BLIY GLoeuTes ) LOHMILD &6T: 60ILIL] SIEOLOLIL, &L 6T600T60011E 9Leb & 1H6NTLD, 6T6v0T6v0(|HemaUILD BTSS!

* HEUDNMET HHEULSHENET 6THTEHMETEN LOMEULL HSHEUED LOHMID Lo&SHET OBHMLIL SiHemlseT LLSTLBSSILBEDTEDTT; 6TL6meD DMEUL L g6t wm@]w Aok EH&E&E ADLLS S6)6DTD.

* 2027 sevnsas®l 1872 (a6 @bHlwnedsir Lflermpreus), eflEgHenes@L et el Lmeug); (P60 (Wennuins Senewnueuuiey, smd

fl o0&

e IL 60T HLSSLILBEDSI.

* B Iq 60T OLEHLLTELNENT LUGHSEh&ESS GHILY Gadl 2027 nié 1; eLné, mibi &meqsy, Sonésel ITGsED, 2 sannaetonger ueflapiqwl LGS eeEnoe 2026 aisGLmuT 1.

STATIC GK CONNECT

Census 2027 phases

2027 sevuiées®LILS SLLRISET
Reference dates

&Y Cadlsen

Census history
HE0EHEHBLIL| UTELMM)

Legal and administrative basis
&L wHmIb Hifeuns SigqlienL

Constitutional provisions
airdlwevemioli] eXlFlsei

Census 2011 headline figures

2011 sevoiéas®LY (Wwhéwi Letaflefleurtisst
Tamil Nadu in Census 2011

2011 seméas®GLled SODBTG

Phase One: House Listing and Housing Census; Phase Two: Population Enumeration
(psed sLLID: 6@ Llgwiedied HNID 6fi’ Beusds seuéas®Li; SIetTLib s LID: 1&&ETOHT6ns eredureunllbenaudL 6
1 March 2027 for most of India; 1 October 2026 for snow-bound areas of Ladakh, Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand
Shdwneler LmOLGHEGS 2027 wnTé 1; eoLnd, gibi sreaqly, Sonseel ITGssD, & saTnaHeng et Leaflapywl LGS oEnsE 2026
256LmuT 1
First non-synchronous census 1872 under Lord Mayo; first synchronous census 1881 under Lord Ripon; 2027 will be the sixteenth
since 1872 and eighth since Independence
GuGw Winyedsi &ip 1872-86d (&6 Qb % S666UY; vt WTyelleor S 1881-Q6b (a6 QhiHlenemhs
semdesBLY; 2027, 1872 (ps6d udlemmneaug), elBseneb@L e el Lmeug)

Census Act, 1948 and Census Rules, 1990; conducted by the Office of the Registrar General and Census Commissioner of India

under the Ministry of Home Affairs
1948-@é6b1 sevt1ée6BLILE FLLD Hmib 1990-Qeir seouréasBLI elHs6T; 2 aigienn SenwisandSler Slp Qb uFleuneri HusD
WHMID HETMEEHBLIL| SHEDETINLIT ADICUVSSSHTE) BLSSUILBEADS!

Census is Entry 69 of the Union List, Seventh Schedule; Article 82 provides for readjustment of seats after each census
HeUT&0HBLY eomeus) i L euenevoruilenr eedtmiwill Ul iquwiedled 69-ap6ug 2 6TEBNILL; HEIOEINTH H6uTHaGBLLSGL 6T O5TE&E
wniTenwiyse sl Lidlifle) 82 auflaens asLdDs

Population 121.08 crore; literacy 74.04 per cent; sex ratio 943; density 382 per square kilometre
wéseTasTms 121.08 Gay; erpssmiey 74.04 sa6fisib; uneler efldlsb 943; siLidd sgIT HACLMELLBES 382

Population 7.21 crore; literacy 80.09 per cent; sex ratio 996; urban share 48.4 per cent, among the most urbanised large states
ésasTma 7.21 Galy; apésniey 80.09 ss6fisib; unedler eldsib 996; eI Uki@ 48.4 65651, s1fle Hamowioner aufi
onflerhiserlsh Qeotm
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DEFENCE & NATIONAL
I ungsniy & G

| 06 YIIINY

Indian Army launches Bharat Rice for troops and signs a five-year memorandum of understanding with the Food Corporation of India
I uenLefiTisEpssTeT LTS Siflfenw @bl Srmemiaid smlwsiLGSSIE; SbSIL 2_cueys sasHEIL 6T @bsnesu® Lfbsienne| QUbSD ensaI(RSSTETS

On 12 October 2026 the Indian Army launched Bharat Rice, a superior-quality rice ration for troops, at a ceremony in New Delhi attended by Shri Rajnath Singh, Union Minister of
Defence, and Shri Pralhad Joshi, Union Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution. Bharat Rice is not a new variety or a retail brand but a ration milled to prescribed
defence specifications, with minimal broken, damaged or discoloured grains, free of foreign matter and admixtures, and subject to quality-control checks; it is the outcome of long-
standing feedback from soldiers on ration quality. The rice will be supplied during the financial year 2026-27 by the National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India,
known as NAFED, and will be packed in ergonomic bags of ten kilograms and thirty kilograms for easier handling at forward posts. Separately, the Army signed a memorandum of
understanding with the Food Corporation of India, valid for five years and extendable by mutual consent, which allows the Army to use identified Food Corporation warehouses,
storage, manpower and material-handling equipment during operational contingencies, and provides for rice to be delivered directly to Army Supply Depots, including those in Ladakh
and the North-East, instead of depots collecting it from local Corporation facilities. Coordination will run between the Army's Supply and Transport elements and the Corporation's
regional and divisional offices. The arrangement is the result of about eighteen months of coordination among the Army, the Food Corporation, NAFED and the Department of Food
and Public Distribution, and sits alongside extra rations for Agniveers, more uniform ration scales across the three services and a proposal for organic rations. Officials present
included General Dhiraj Seth, Chief of the Army Staff, Shri Sanjeev Chopra, Secretary in the Department of Food and Public Distribution, and Shri Rabindra Kumar Agarwal, Chairman

of the Food Corporation of India.

2026 216GLnui 12 sisiim), uenLefTisenssner 2 wiisnoner sifldl 2 eyl auneTmeéw umrs sifldenw @S Sremieud g Hevedluleh bewLaubm efiprefls) SlpalL@SSLS);
WS LTHISTLILS Slewm Senoési Hab TTEbns &k wHMID wHHW HIBTGauTT efeusnmb, 2wy wHnIb eung eAFCWNsS gewn sienwési S UNranensd Cgrad sebsi
asesorLeory. UMTS Siflédl Q@6 LW T&p Siedev, Hebevemm afihuementll LTmesorBLDd Si6bev; HifsoorulidsiulL LTSHSMILS Senns ST eleurs&HlLsEnsd eanL SenTssLllL 2 euorayll

UNHET — 2_emLibs, GasIMeT Sibengl EIMD i siflfloesollser Wled Genmey, SiedTefllll OUINIHET&HET HMID HeUULLD Set, HTé6 &LBUUTL(BE CoMsemarH@hHe@ 2 LLILL g,

2 _cuoteyd &b GMIHE LenLefniaser HetorL anewnss 6sflelss aubhs smsgseier elenerey &g 2026-27 Hllwnetonge Qbhg iflflenw HrseuL ereriu®n @b GoHélw Geueresor
8 (BMe) FHemSILBSDHE) &nl Lemoll] QUPIRIGID; (PEITEOTITRISS SHTale Hemesefleh araflEnasd ensnEsDd euemasuied LgE SGem HmID (UILg HEeT erenLijeTar euFHimer auTserfled
SIWLESILBLD. sevfling, @bFw 2_coteys sWaHssIL e rmamieud Q@b Uflbgiemiey QUUbSSSH eSS LS, BhEl SHTTBHEDSHESE OFORIIGITGD @8 LTevLT GUILSEIL 60T
BLrgseULLeMD. OFWIeLT B S6usT Hleneuserled SIEmLILITEND STeTILLL 2 6uieyd HP&db SLmhiGaser, Gali eusHae, LisofliLmeniase HMID OLIMBET enSIIMEBLD SHeNlsemnerL
LWSTLBSS B85 SInanieusSnG auflaGsEng; eLTé HMID e Sipédd 26U Srmanies alfGWNss ALhiGseErsd CrIquwins iflél auphisliLBLD — HLhiGSET 26l S5
ausdsafledlmhg TBSHE QB Wemn&EGL LFens. @rmanieusdler elfiGunsd whnib Curs@arssil NflaseEbé@ SPasHer esrLe hHnId G L SQIaIEHSHERSED Genl G
@hidanenri Bm&HE!D. SuTamialD, 2 6 s HIPGLD, HSELUL HNID 2_ewre)| whHnid aung eSfCWNsEs genn Sydleunniée SenGw sonT LSasT G g Qbhideneorifer
efleweney @bs anuN®; iseflelnTsEné@s dnBBHE0 2 6otTall OLINBETHET, c6Tn| LenLseflgid @GT e 2 _eouey SieTeyser, Sifllo 2_eouTeyll ALTIHETESEBHSTET (eTeLomSley
AweubnILer B8 Dewevunbgl OFLSANS. BIMTEVIEUS HenEEmIs SeTLS geunTed Hrgy BesH, 2 _evurey HMID 6ILIg eNFGWITESS SiewnE agwenen S Fepseu Gemimm, bl

2 eueyd H&H Semevell S TSI ST disTeuTed SHSACWINT SHevbHE! C\STETOTL 60TH .

KEY EXAM POINTS

« On 12 October 2026 the Indian Army launched Bharat Rice, a superior-quality rice ration for troops, at a New Delhi ceremony.

« Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution Minister Pralhad Joshi attended.

« Bharat Rice is milled to prescribed defence specifications with minimal broken, damaged or discoloured grains and no foreign matter or admixtures.

« NAFED, the National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India, will supply the rice during 2026-27, in ten-kilogram and thirty-kilogram bags.

« A separate Army and Food Corporation of India memorandum of understanding, valid five years and extendable by mutual consent, was signed.

« The memorandum lets the Army use identified FCI warehouses, storage, manpower and material-handling equipment during operational contingencies.

« Rice will now be delivered directly to Army Supply Depots, including in Ladakh and the North-East, rather than collected from local FCI facilities.

« General Dhiraj Seth, Chief of the Army Staff, Sanjeev Chopra, Secretary of the Department of Food and Public Distribution, and Rabindra Kumar Agarwal, Chairman of the FCI, were

present.

* 2026 @i&@LLT 12 oieirn), uenLefiTisepsaner 2 wiisT iflél 2_ecwrey aunemmer UTTs aifldeni SbHu Sremieud Lig Heved efipreied omlwalLBSSILSI.
° UTEIBMILS SleOD SiemoFsT Tnebns ki wHID HIeTCaMT efleusmIbd, 2 ey HOID OUTE eIRGWINES Sewn Slemés] Nranansd Ggrad &b OETeTTL 6.
* BifsooruiSsHUULL UTSISTILS Slewms &7 eleurseiliyserse anu utrs ifldl siemrssiud@ang — 2 enLbs, Gsgomer, HMD Wil weuoflser s &enmey, SiedTerflul QU6 WHMID

SHEVLILILLD Q6beme.

* @hHw Cadlw G 50T & (BM6Y

ILBSSHE0 Sl L eDIDLILITET BT, 2026-27-86b ug &Geum wHmID (Wiiug HGem eundlsefls) Bbs iflflemit aulprhIEGLD.

* @unemieuid ShFul 2_ewieyd S seflng Qb Lfibgieuie) QUUBSSSH D naaIIRSEIL6T; @b SheTuBs6T FILIY, UTeUT QUUSEIL 6T B &&S60MD.

* QFWELITLB Si6usT Hlemevaerled SiemLUITETD STEOoTILLL 2 _6T0T6Yd Hlpsd L hiGaseT, GO, LesofllmeTT&eT, QLNIHET enSIMEHD SEelssmer LILETLBSS QUUBSD aufleu&sEns).

* @evfl LS HMID QUL HES 2 6TuL @rneiey eFGWNSES HLhiGsEnse Crrqwins ifldl auprhislu@®bd; 2 eiebl 2 e &8 ausHsemledmhsl BSE aumD Caena Seenev.

* @rnemieud Hewevening seTudl agermed Hry Gas, 2 _evwrey wHOID eLNE AFGWINSES Hlewmé aswenen sepden Gamimm, b 2_cweys SWed Heeveul TeSbHT GLOMT SisFeured S@GWIMT

HEVHG)| C\SBTETTL 60T .
STATIC GK CONNECT

Supplying agency
QUPIRIGLD [FmieuenTD

Food Corporation of India
BhFw 2_euvie s L&D

Memorandum of understanding
yfibgievoniey QUUbSD

Chief of the Army Staff
BIneieus SHEmeEning Semugl
Agnipath scheme
2i5e0flund LD

National Food Security Act, 2013
Gadlw 2_evureyll LTGIsMILE FLLD, 2013

Defence Minister and Service Chiefs
LGS SIeDDEEFT HMID LIEDL & SHEmeVeUT &6

NAFED, the National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India, established 1958, headquartered at New Delhi
B, @hH Cadliu Gevemmetor snl (Be) FHENSILBSSE Fnl Lemioliy, 1958-@eb Emjeuli’ L g, Heneuenioisid Lig) Fevedl
Set up under the Food Corporations Act, 1964; began operations 1965 with its first district office at Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu;
headquartered at New Delhi
1964-@6b1 2_covi6Ys HLPHE FLLSS6 S SemSSILLLS); 1965-@6) QFLIILTL DL S QSMLIRISILG], (PHED LOTEUL L HEIEUEVEHD
BONPHTL 19607 SHEpETEN,fled; HemevemLowisd Lig) Hlevsdl
Army and FCI, valid five years and extendable by mutual consent; covers warehouses, storage, manpower and material-handling
equipment
Snnemieud wHNID BHH 2_ewoieyd SIPsID, BHEI SyeTuTBSHET AFOILIY., LTEVLT QUUSRILET BL1qése0mb; S hi@ser, s,
LeToflIMenTT &6iT, QILIMEBET eDSILIMEBLD SHellseneT 2_6TerL SHaElLig)
General Dhiraj Seth, the 31st Chief of the Army Staff, took charge on 30 June 2026, succeeding General Upendra Dwivedi
ageomred Hog Ges, 31-gpeus Bnamieus Henaeniod serugl, 2026 g6t 30-@eb OUTMIIGLHDNT, g b 2 Guibdlr HBeudHoeL LNeor

Announced June 2022 for recruitment of Agniveers to the three services for four years, with up to 25 per cent retained in regular
service
2022 g9eufleh SinflefléaliLlLg); ePeITNI LIEDLSEBSSLID HTeE SHeTTBeEnES Sibaleinias o GaiiL, sifleu’sb 25 sa6fisb eueny
Bobanl Lesoflufled Sésemeuliy
Covers up to 75 per cent of the rural and 50 per cent of the urban population; Antyodaya Anna Yojana households get 35 kilograms
per household per month
Aoty WweseTasTamasWle 75 s86isD euend, AL WH&6TasNensuls 50 s56i5D euemT 2_6T6TL&H@SLD; SbHSHEWTSWIT SiedTeoT
Guirgentm GBDLIRISEBEES NS0 Qb GBOUSSHS 35 ST
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh; the Chief of Defence Staff post was created in 2019 on the recommendation of the Kargil Review
Committee
UNGIGMLIL| SHeMIOEET TNRbTS &b, sMidled om| Shplieyd Gpeder Lfibgienmuier Guiflsh 2019-@6b UTSHISTILL LML S SEmaemLos Semg
ugell & GHeumssILLL g
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ECONOMY & INTERNATIONAL
I eINBeTTSMILD & FTeuGHeD

MEDIUM
PM-SETU clears Rs 440 crore for upgrading nine Government Industrial Training Institutes as shareholders' agreements are signed for the Surat and
Visakhapatnam clusters

@06 HMID eNFTSILLIQETD OIGTSHSHEMIOE)EHEHSHSHTET LRIGSTIT QLILHSHISHET en&HEI(RSSMeT Hleneuled, erug sirs: smAhLLIH HnieleThigener GobLGSS €b.440
Bamgé@ Merb-Cag) QLIS

On 12 October 2026 the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship announced that shareholders' agreements had been signed for the Surat and Visakhapatnam clusters
under PM-SETU, with Rs 440 crore approved for the upgradation of nine Government Industrial Training Institutes. Five Government Industrial Training Institutes in Surat, Gujarat, will
be upgraded at a cost of Rs 240 crore, and four in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh, at a cost of Rs 200 crore. The agreements were signed by the Directorate General of Training in
the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, the Government of Gujarat, the Government of Andhra Pradesh and ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel India, known as AM/NS India,
as the anchor industry partner. Smt. Debashree Mukherjee, Secretary in the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, was associated with the announcement. Each cluster
is run through a dedicated, industry-led special purpose vehicle in which AM/NS India holds 51 per cent, the Government of India 24.5 per cent and the respective state government
24.5 per cent. PM-SETU, which stands for Pradhan Mantri Skilling and Employability Transformation through Upgraded ITls, is a centrally sponsored scheme with an outlay of Rs
60,000 crore over five years; it was approved by the Union Cabinet on 7 May 2025 and launched by the Prime Minister on 4 October 2025 at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi. The scheme
follows a hub-and-spoke model covering 1,000 Government Industrial Training Institutes, made up of 200 hub institutes and 800 spoke institutes in a ratio of one hub to four spokes,
and additionally upgrades five National Skill Training Institutes at Bhubaneswar, Chennai, Hyderabad, Kanpur and Ludhiana as National Centres of Excellence. Of the total outlay the
Centre contributes Rs 30,000 crore, the states Rs 20,000 crore and industry Rs 10,000 crore, with half the central share co-financed by the Asian Development Bank and the World
Bank through result-based loans. The Visakhapatnam cluster was the first strategic investment plan approved under the scheme.
2026 216G 12 siedrmy, erd-Gag S LsHler D @IS wHMID eNFTSILLIQETD OIBTSHHEMLOCSEHESTEON Lirh T QUUBSMHISET DSHEUILSSTEIETETENGILID, QETLIS] HNT6
egmAnLuInd Hneuerhisener GbLBSS ¢b.440 Gamg Qlise sieflssiu’ Betenengud Hnedr Gibun® LHMID ASTHEXPENETRS HEDD AHMIDFFHD INNSS8. GSRUTSH 6T GHIHH0
ohg as esmAbLLInHd HneueThissr ¢b.240 Gamg ageeie, apbHn ITCsssHer eflsnsliLliqerdHe HeTd HneueThissr ¢b.200 Gamg aFaeais GubLBSSILGD. Hnedr Gobur®
WHNID OSTHEXLPEDETELS HlEOM HeWin&FHSH 601 LuIhd BWISGSHISHD, GRINS s, WHAHI IMCHF ST HMID (PSHETEMLOS OBHMPI6) &nl LTeMINS eT6TiD/eTedTersiy EHAIWIT 6TeOTIILIBLD
TeFTASS6 BIILMeT cviesd @bHIT Sydeney QUUbBSHGETD eSS L. Hner Gbun® WHOID ASMAXPEDETRS Slenn JiBFssHs aawenen Smws Gauu (e
b5 sleliL 6T OSTLILenLIWe]. Qelaaunh asTSsenoa|b seaflner, asmlle senesnoulener Al GoHrés HnieueTd euiuing HLSsILBEADE; Sifle aerb/aertersv bHwim 51
sa6iisld, @b sire 24.5 as6is1D, SbsH LBl T8 24.5 565D LMIEG weusHSBEELD. GLLBSSLILLL asmADhLLIHd HineueThiser eublnassd Sner HOID GeueneeumiliLg SHmnedr
wmbméHhane LTsw S SILLD ereTLse sbésioner Werb-Gag, mbs euTBoEnHES ob.60,000 Gag @&6SE asTeuL s HHuseNs S LLD; 2025 G 7 SiedTm) WSS
SeMIESTENEU QLIS SiellEsg!, 2025 216Gl 4 sietTm) Lig) $leved aflehepmedr Lieusufled LTSN QST eneussmi. 1,000 airs asmAbLLinHd BineueThSemer 2 _6TeTL &SI EDLOLI-Sh DT
(emment @HLID Nedrubdmiding — 200 emiowl imjeuesTrhiseT LMD 800 SphemiT HIMIQUETTTRIGET, QI DIWSSHNHES HI6TES pewIaH6r eretin elldlnsHle; sn (BSHeTs LeuGsTeveu,
QFEITEMENT, EMADSILITS, SMEITLLT LHMID erSlwineeded 2_eer gbg Codlusd Smedr LUIHA EimeueThise Gl Al enwiwhiseTTe GuIbLESSILBEDTMET. QLTSS Q&ISGS 1960
wgHw oirs: ¢5.30,000 Gamg, wmhleortiset ep.20,000 Gamg, agmplsgienn ¢b.10,000 Gamg. Lkiseflédeneor; WS irsi ukided Lndl, Spdl euemiéd eurhid) HMID 2 608 euridiiTed
(196 SigliLemLuleorer SLeTa6T euflineg Senevor HFlwelsEaiLBGEADE. oS LSS S LIS aUDD (WD cp@amumu WseSl s SILD efFTalLl 6D QSTSSHEmL06).

KEY EXAM POINTS

* On 12 October 2026 the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship announced Rs 440 crore for upgrading nine Government ITIs under PM-SETU.

« Five Government ITls in Surat, Gujarat get Rs 240 crore; four in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh get Rs 200 crore.

« Signatories were the Directorate General of Training, the Governments of Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh, and AM/NS India as anchor industry partner.

« Each cluster runs through a special purpose vehicle: AM/NS India 51 per cent, Government of India 24.5 per cent, state government 24.5 per cent.

* PM-SETU stands for Pradhan Mantri Skilling and Employability Transformation through Upgraded ITls.

« It is a centrally sponsored scheme with an outlay of Rs 60,000 crore over five years, approved by the Union Cabinet on 7 May 2025 and launched on 4 October 2025.

« It follows a hub-and-spoke model of 1,000 Government ITls — 200 hubs and 800 spokes in a one-to-four ratio — plus five NSTIs upgraded as National Centres of Excellence at
Bhubaneswar, Chennai, Hyderabad, Kanpur and Ludhiana.

« Funding is Centre Rs 30,000 crore, states Rs 20,000 crore and industry Rs 10,000 crore, with half the central share co-financed by the Asian Development Bank and the World Bank.
* 2026 @i&GLUT 12 siern), erb-Gagy S LsHleir Sip @eitug sirs esnAbLuinHd BineusThisener GbLEBSS €6.440 Gamaemt Hner GILTLBS SIEwD SienéssHD JMessE).
* RIS GIHHe BHhg s asMADLUIHS HnieueTHSEHEHES (5.240 GoHmg; aybHrl ITGss eflsnslLl TS HIeTe HneThsEbsE b.200 Gamg.
* LWiHd BWSGHEISHID, GQINS LHDID SWHAT ITCHE STEEET, (PHETEMLOS ST Fn L METINE geTid/eTedtered @HEIT SpHIIEDEU DHOWIRSE L 60T
* QaeeTH esTSBHemeyD ALy Ghrés HneueTd eubluins: aerb/eeresv bswm 51 eseisbn, SbHw sire 24.5 gseisib, wiHle s 24.5 sg6isLD.
* Werb-G&g) eredtug) GbLGSSILLL OsmAHLUINES HinieleThiseT auflinss SHnedr wHmib Gelsneeumiiilg Hmedr wnHmsHhaner Wrsio wHEHR b,
* obE) WTBEHEBES ¢65.60,000 Gag @&56SB asneL wsHw HHugeilsd SHiLib; 2025 G 7-6b s SienivésTeney QUILGED, 2025 iEGLMLT 4-86) OBTLEHELD.
* 1,000 airs esmADLUIHE HimieUeThiSHED6TE OSBTETTL enLWLI-ShemT (Wewm — 200 enowirkiseT, 800 gyenTaHeT, QeTMISEE Hreiid eNHsD; snBgHens LeuBeTeveul, OF6TEneT, EDQDSITLITS,
&neTT, rdlnermeled obg Csdls Hmedr Luind Eineuerhiser Cad Al enwwhiseans Gbum®.
* 58] wsHw ais: 530,000 Gamg, wnhleraser ¢b.20,000 Gamg, agmplegienn ¢b.10,000 Gsmy; wHHw sirals urhidled UTl Syl euenTFd) eurkig HMID 2608 eurkiiLimed ewevor HiHwielliL).
STATIC GK CONNECT

Full form of PM-SETU Pradhan Mantri Skilling and Employability Transformation through Upgraded ITls

Wenb-Gzg) efifleunésip
Outlay and approval
981656 LHOHNID QLLiEHH

Coverage model
2_6T6ML&8 (WedD

Five National Centres of Excellence
ohg Cadl i epowirhiger
Funding pattern
B wewm

Nodal ministry and agency
GrBTL6) SieWIDESFSHID oHMID EIMI6U6DTLD

Craftsmen Training Scheme
emsellementepi LUIHEAS S LD

GubL@SsILLL asmADLUIHE BineueThiser aublinss Smedr HmID Geueneeumiiig Smedr wnHmsShaner NTsn whHf S L
Rs 60,000 crore over five years; Union Cabinet approval 7 May 2025; launched 4 October 2025 at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi
2hE eTTBSEBES €5.60,000 Gay; WSS siemésTanes QUG 2025 G 7; 2025 2iBGLui 4-S6b g Hlebedl eflehemeor Lisueufled
QBNLSSHID
1,000 Government ITls as 200 hubs and 800 spokes, one hub to four spokes; five NSTIs upgraded as National Centres of
Excellence
1,000 sirs: esmAnLuIne Himieuestiissr — 200 enwwirhser, 800 Spemnser, Qb enWSHDES HIeTE Apeonser; mbs Codlsd SHneor
uuiHé Bimieueotrger Godl Al enlowirbisents Gobun®
Bhubaneswar, Chennai, Hyderabad, Kanpur and Ludhiana
LeuGenTe6u, 61563TEmENT, EWEMSTTLITES, SHETLLT LHMID QT SlwimeoTT
Centre Rs 30,000 crore, states Rs 20,000 crore, industry Rs 10,000 crore; half the central share from the Asian Development Bank
and the World Bank
wsSw airs: ¢.30,000 Gsmy, wrhlertissr ¢5.20,000 Gamg, agmplevgienn ¢b.10,000 Gamy; wHHut sigatl Lrkied L opd euenT&d
aurhid) LoHMID 2 608 eurbAUILIOIBHEI
Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, created 2014, implementing through the Directorate General of Training
Fmedr Guolbun(® wHMID 1fl6t S Slewm Feeb, 2014-Q6d o SeUULLS), Luihd QUISSBHISD auflLnes
Q5WELBSSIEDSI
Industrial Training Institutes run under the Craftsmen Training Scheme begun in 1950; the National Council for Vocational Training
awards the National Trade Certificate
1950-@6b anLmislu’L enselenared LuIhds S LsHer S asmAnLuIHA BineueThiesT BLSsILGSmeT; C5dls esmihsced
uiIHds &g Cadl eusttllss snemmisenly auPhHIGADS
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Research, Development and Innovation Fund announces its first cohort of nineteen second-level fund managers with a commitment of Rs 7,131 crore

I 2prmiEd), Gbun® wHnID LSsn&He HSWID ¢b.7,131 Gamg urhisefliLL 6T 56078 (P56 OSTGSLILITET LSHasTeTLg Setorib Hlene B Biieundssmer Sinflelsssi

On 12 October 2026 the Ministry of Science and Technology announced that the Research, Development and Innovation Fund had selected its first cohort of nineteen second-level
fund managers, made up of fourteen Alternative Investment Funds and five Focused Research Organisations, with a total commitment from the fund of Rs 7,131 crore. The selections
were approved by the Empowered Group of Secretaries at its meeting on 8 October 2026. The fund is the financing arm of the Research, Development and Innovation Scheme, which
carries a corpus of Rs 1 lakh crore and was launched by the Prime Minister in November 2025. It is managed by an Independent Business Unit housed within the Anusandhan
National Research Foundation, under the Department of Science and Technology. The first call for applications went out in January 2026 and was followed by a multi-stage evaluation
that included in-person interviews before an Expert Advisory Committee. Capital from the fund flows to eligible technology enterprises at Technology Readiness Level four and above,
and the selected managers are required to raise private capital matching the contribution made by the fund, so that public money is used to draw in private investment rather than to
replace it. The Empowered Group of Secretaries also approved five additional technologies for support under the scheme at the same meeting. The design of the scheme addresses a
long-standing concern that India's gross expenditure on research and development, at well under one per cent of gross domestic product, is low by comparison with major economies,
and that private industry's share of that spending is smaller in India than in most research-intensive economies.
2026 2168LmuT 12 siettm), pamiiéd), Gobun@ wHmib LssnsHs B S60T8 (LS OSTSLILTET LSagnes resormb Heve B Hieundssmers Coimbas®ssieTenens ifleduled
HOID OSTHEIHIL LS Slewm Siewl&saHD Alelsss); LSlemerd mnl WwseS® Hlwrhser whHnib obs Gefws ayrmisd Bineuerhac Sl SiLheD, HHusSer awnssll unsefli
5.7,131 Gsmg. 2026 21&GLILT 8 216N HewLAUDD &nl L SSH6) HHHMID OUHD QFwWeNETTISET G2 Bbhsd CoiasEndd Qs sieflldsgl. ib.1 alsb Gamg HHS S enLsé asneor,
2025 meubLifleb 1TsLommed aSLhisi’ L SyrmiiEd], Gubun® whHnib Ussnées S LsHer B aupneb ifle) &bs HHuib. snlelwis wHnIb AsSMABHI LS SepnuleT S, SeisbsTe
Gl HIMiLES dn&EL L emens&er SlemobgeTer Heofl eustoflal ifley Bens HifeudlsAng). 2026 gevraurfluiied eletorevoTILIfiISEBSSTET (PGS0 HeLpLIL| eeuerluiL LIl L g, S1i5e0T LedT
Blyevor Geungementés & (R (WedT oy GhismeuTeasT 2 _aefllL L &L wHIE HeoLOLDDE. BELSS T cpased, OsMlLEI LS SUMTBlne Hlene Bree WwHmID MsHE GLoed
2_6iten HSSHINET OSMPELHILL M6 EDHES 0F0EME; INFWID SafléE@D UhisefliGge FLTeT ST cpasarsamssd CaiboasbasiulL Hiiardssr S L GeetorBn —
2iHT6UG) NG| LEToND Seoflmi (pseSLenL. GLbeLuwiiéd asiumoed, risst LeTLEADE. 246 dnl L sl oS LSSl S oT6sE BHsI snBH0 OSTPEIBI LIRISEHHSED
SFSMIID QUDHD OFWLIENETTSET G(Q QLIS iS58 BbSlnelsi ewonss pTmilsd HNID GILT.BE AFoe), AITSS 2 6THT G 2 Hussuls @ sa6issSDEID Gennauns SmLLg)
euflul eUNEEeTSMIHISEBLET QUIIBansuled Genme) eTeiTLSID, SibsE asaaish seflum asmpsgiennuier Lk HImiEd asmibs aUEBDLTNET aUTGETTEMIRSmeT 6l SbSluineish
ABlwg) eTedTUSID ABHBHTET HeUemE; ewd BSSI L 6llq UMD HEUDTSS6) ASTETADS.

KEY EXAM POINTS

* On 12 October 2026 the Ministry of Science and Technology announced the first cohort of nineteen second-level fund managers under the Research, Development and Innovation Fund.
« The cohort is fourteen Alternative Investment Funds and five Focused Research Organisations.
* The total commitment from the fund is Rs 7,131 crore.
» The selections were approved by the Empowered Group of Secretaries at its meeting on 8 October 2026.
« The Research, Development and Innovation Scheme carries a corpus of Rs 1 lakh crore and was launched by the Prime Minister in November 2025.
« The fund is managed by an Independent Business Unit within the Anusandhan National Research Foundation, under the Department of Science and Technology.
« Capital goes to eligible technology enterprises at Technology Readiness Level four and above, and managers must raise matching private capital.
« The first call for applications was issued in January 2026; the Empowered Group also approved five additional technologies for support.
* 2026 oi&GLLT 12 Sieitn), prmisd), Guibun® whmib Ussnde HEwsSer S o sn@LILNeT Lgasnerg Sresormb e B Biieurdsener sinflefied whHmib eSTfmI LS Sewn
SIEMEEHID ANeNSSE!.
* @bssH NGl LHemed wNHnl WseSL® BFwrhasr wHnIb obsl Gelws TmLEd FNeUeThSET SHLhiELD.
* HFwsSleor ewonssli Lmisefliy emp.7,131 Gamg.
* 2026 21&GLUT 8 216N HEDLAUDHD &n L L SFHle) SiFSMIID QLD OFWETaTT&6T G Bbss CaialmEns:E QUG ialSss!.
* gpomiEd, Gbun® wHNID Ussnéss SHILD ¢b.1 elsb Camg B SrienLsé asnesor gl 2025 meubufled Nrgonmed O hislulLg).
* anfleflwied HMID EBMPlEOEI LS Slewmulesr S, SigniehsTer Godll HIMLIEN SMésLLeneTsGsr 2_6en sefl aueflst ifley Sbs HHLsns Bifeudsbans.
* QBMPlLBI LS SWIMTHlemey Hlemey HeiT@ HMID SiFHES GLoed 2_6Te HSSHNITET OASMHCLBILL ENICUETTRISEBSE CLPSEDTD QFSAME); HITEUTSSET FFLTET SOfLIMT CPSTSHDSS ST L
Beuetor(BLd.
* 2026 gevreuflufieh eletoreroniLIbisEh&SSTET (P& SiewIpli| OeueluiiL I L g); ebha) sn (BB ABSTHOEI LMISEHSGD HHSMD UDD G LIS eSS
STATIC GK CONNECT

Fund and cohort
BIAWID HMID BTG

Commitment and approval
uraigserfiiy HID EUILEHED
RDI Scheme
piiggs SILb

Anusandhan National Research Foundation
iIFHSTE0T G5 QTMLES HDSBL L emer
Technology Readiness Level
QaMPlOHI LIS SuINTHlene Hlene
Research spending in India

BhFuneied gyrmisds eigevey

Alternative Investment Fund
wIHDI WSSLE HFwd

Research, Development and Innovation Fund (RDIF); first cohort of 19 second-level fund managers — 14 Alternative Investment

Funds and 5 Focused Research Organisations
gyrmiéd, Gubun® LHNID LUHSMES HHILID; s asn@LiIld 19 Sresormb Hlewe B Hifeundlaer — 14 wrbHmny wseS® HFwrhiaser
whmid 5 Geflps Sprmiisd EimieueThiseT

Rs 7,131 crore committed; approved by the Empowered Group of Secretaries on 8 October 2026
¢5.7,131 Gamg ukiseflliy; 2026 1&GLILT 8 SidTm) SIFSMID OUHD OIFWIETETTEHET G(ReuTed QLIS

Corpus of Rs 1 lakh crore; launched by the Prime Minister in November 2025; targets private-sector-led research and development
5.1 elab Gamg HFS i ®; 2025 meubLifled NTsLONTED ASTL&SID; Heoflui Giewn Hewevenioulener SprmilEdl HmD Gotbum’ el
B0é6a168 OSTETTL S|

Established under the ANRF Act, 2023; subsumed the Science and Engineering Research Board; the Prime Minister is its ex-officio

President
2023-@eir oignisbanesr Gadll QpmiEd amseLLenenés UL gHler S HineuliuLg); anfefwisd whmid eunmluiiue gyrmisd eumfliugens
2 _ateunradlug); sl usel eudls Hemeveul

A nine-point scale from basic principles at level one to a proven system in operation at level nine; RDIF funds level four and above
Hlemey QeTfleh SiqLILEDLE OETETENSSET (LPSED IHlemey QeTLIElE) OFWeLTIq6 HleblisslulL Siemioli] euenT Qe Hlena SiereyGsameD;
Hlemev e WHMID SBHE& Gloed Sgeersl1 HFlweflsEms)

Gross expenditure on research and development is well under one per cent of gross domestic product, with a smaller private share

than in most research-intensive economies
Qs Syumiédl whmib GbuT’BF asee) AwTSs 2 6THTLG 2 husHuls Q@ sa6issSDEID Genmey; IMiLES O5MIHS ELTHIDLITELTET
Qun@eTEMIThGeneT el Seoflumi Lhi@ Srflwig)

A privately pooled investment vehicle registered with SEBI under the AIF Regulations, 2012, in Categories I, Il and 1|
2012-@etr omhn) wseSL6 HHW @urhiewennsasflsr £ asiuls ubley asiwin L, soflunes S’ i’ L wseS(G aIeed; alensseT
I, 11 o 111
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TAMIL NADU SPECIAL
| 580516 fmiy

Xl mepium
Union Fisheries Secretary visits the Madurai ornamental fisheries cluster, where an integrated farm built under the Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada
Yojana breeds over thirty varieties
igsio S e FbLsT GimgeTT SILLSSler Sp SLLLILLL QBhHIEENEIDHS LITTemnentr (PLILGIGEED GMLILL TSHhIGemeT CUaTTSHELD LSIEHT HERISMT B6dT eU6TTLILS
CBTSHEMOMEY LOSHILI LEEOTEUSTS SHleWME CIFLIGOMENTT LINTemeuud Ly

On 12 October 2026 Dr Abhilaksh Likhi, Union Secretary in the Department of Fisheries, visited the Padimuneeswarar Integrated Ornamental Fish Farm at Mukkampatti village in
Melur taluk of Madurai district, Tamil Nadu. Madurai is a notified ornamental fisheries cluster under the Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana, one of thirty-four notified fisheries
clusters being developed across the country. The farm was set up under the scheme at a cost of Rs 25 lakh, breeds over thirty ornamental varieties, runs four production cycles a year,
produces about two lakh seeds a year with an estimated annual income of Rs 3.75 lakh, and supplies markets in Tamil Nadu and Kerala. India has over 374 indigenous freshwater and
over 700 indigenous marine ornamental species. Under the Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana 2,672 ornamental units have been approved, made up of 2,465 rearing units and
207 integrated units, along with five freshwater brood banks and 144 recreational fisheries units, representing an approved investment of Rs 230.45 crore up to 2024-25. The Indian
Council of Agricultural Research's Central Institute of Freshwater Aquaculture estimates the domestic ornamental fish industry at about Rs 3,000 crore, while the Marine Products
Export Development Authority records ornamental fish exports in 2024-25 at 59.73 tonnes worth Rs 16.94 crore, so the export figure remains modest beside the size of the domestic
trade. National fish production stood at 197.75 lakh tonnes in 2024-25 and marine product exports reached a record Rs 73,890 crore in 2025-26.
2026 216GLmui 12 iedrmy, Weteuend siemmuilssr oSS agwenem] (wemeoreu] Sifevang 696, SLOIDBTLIGE0T Log 6w Ul LD GG eulLSHled 2 66 (PSSBIDLIL LY. SISl eir
Lig(peuf 66T ehiIEemetThe Sk L6t ListoremevoremiLil LmFemeuud L. xsio bl wdevw sbugt Guingentt S LsHer Sp snlefbsain’L SevhisT 6T euemiLié
QBMSBEMI0EY LOGIEDT; BB (W(REUSID 2 (HEuTdaILELD (WLILSE) BTeT® Silelsaiu’L et asnssenioeysefls Sgeb eetn. SsSLsdler £ .25 el &b aFaeaie
SiM&SSLILIL L SbSLI LIsToremenor, (PLILGISSLD GMHULL SRS THhRIGHED6T eUaTTSSDEI, SeTTBEHS BHIeI® 2_DUSHE SnHEHenaT HLSHIEDE, HAeTTBSSE ST EIetor® L&D
GEraaHeneT 2_Husd aFils) ¢b.3.75 el s Qyetor® eueull FrBEE), SWPHTE wHnID GaTer FHenssEDEHS EUPHIGEDS. Sbdlwnels 374-6@0 GuHulL B GUYD Hereof[ WwHmID
700-8@!b GuhHul L BI.GUYD SLedemT Sierhan Wer Qe 2 _erereor. s WHHI weevw Fbugt Guitgert S sHler S 2,672 SiemsBNT 6T SVGSS6T QLUILSE QLDHMI6TETET —
2,465 euemili| Sie0@se whmib 207 QBRHDeES Si0&aS6T; Beuhni 6 obgl Hetel T eariaLmes aunkidser whHmib 144 aunsIGUTEE Weteuet SieGser; 2024-25 auenr QLIS
eubm WseS® ¢b.230.45 Gang. @bl Geveresor SyIMLIEAS HLPHSSH 60T LSS HedTeot(T LedT euemiLi| BimieueoTiD, 2 eTBTL.([B Sievrhsy et asnleney &omd apb.3,000 Gamg. ereor
wHIIBADE); HL6 OLTeTSeT ahnIod Gobu’ @ penetonuib 2024-25-@6b sevkisny et ehniodlenut 59.73 Lebr, ¢6.16.94 Gamq. i erer ubley asLEADE; ererGe 2_eThT G
cueotllaSHleor siemayLeir @LuiBemaulesd emiod) yeteflefeurd GewmeunsGe 2 dreng). 2024-25-@6b Gadl et 2 HubH 197.75 el &b Ledteurns Qbbssl; 2025-26-6) sL6d aummer
MM FNHEN6UT iaTeuns; ¢rb. 73,890 GoHmgemil Tl IqUIS).

KEY EXAM POINTS

« On 12 October 2026 Union Fisheries Secretary Dr Abhilaksh Likhi visited the Padimuneeswarar Integrated Ornamental Fish Farm at Mukkampatti village, Melur taluk, Madurai district.
* Madurai is a notified ornamental fisheries cluster under the Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana; thirty-four fisheries clusters are being developed nationally.
« The farm was set up under the scheme at a cost of Rs 25 lakh and breeds over thirty ornamental varieties.
« It runs four production cycles a year, produces about two lakh seeds annually with an estimated annual income of Rs 3.75 lakh, and supplies Tamil Nadu and Kerala.
« India has over 374 indigenous freshwater and over 700 indigenous marine ornamental species.
« Under the scheme 2,672 ornamental units have been approved — 2,465 rearing and 207 integrated — with five freshwater brood banks and 144 recreational fisheries units, an approved
investment of Rs 230.45 crore up to 2024-25.
< ICAR's Central Institute of Freshwater Aquaculture puts the domestic ornamental fish industry at about Rs 3,000 crore; MPEDA records 2024-25 ornamental exports at 59.73 tonnes worth
Rs 16.94 crore.
« National fish production was 197.75 lakh tonnes in 2024-25 and marine product exports reached a record Rs 73,890 crore in 2025-26.
* 2026 21&GLMLT 12 Si601m), WSS BedTevnens Siemmé elswievmen (pemeoreu Siflevang 6918, gien wreulL b G eul LD (WésbULLg. SIMoSS6iT Ll (6ot eoeulTT (b hiHenetobs ST
L5607 LI6G0T6m600TemLILT LIMT 6meuud L.
* Uipsio Wi wsevwl sbusT Gungerrt SHLLsHer S anfleflsaiu’L SieksT et aueTilié OSTSS6mI0a] L&IEDT; BB (WIREISID (PLILSS! HeTE LBeTaleTd OSTSSEmIa|SeT
2_([HeunsaLILBEeTm6UT.
* @58 L5Sleim Ep €525 L&D QFe6Nlehd SiemSSLILLL @S LIGoreneon (PLILSISESD GoMHLLL RIS TaHhSEDeT 6U6TTSHSDEI.
* HETTBHS BHI6TG 2_HUSHE GEDHASET, HeTTBHEGSE &oMT ST6Tur® VLFID GEhaseaT, (5.3.75 VL&D WS LI L Syetor® eureunil; SDBTG HnID CaTeasHNE euhGEDE.
* @blwneded 374-6@!b GHULL HILGUYD HerefiT wHmb 700-6@b GohuL BT BULD SLEDEMT SieVhsTT 6T QeThiseT 2_eTerer.
> @5 L sH6ir Ep 2,672 sie0rbisT 6T SiGS6T QLG — 2,465 eueniliy, 207 Qbrhidenebgeney; gbg Hetet BerlioLmas eunhidser, 144 aunpsiGunée Wetauer sw@ser; 2024-25
auem QUILSHE LD WseS® ¢b.230.45 s,
* @bFHw Geuenetor IMLERS BlpsSHSl6T WSS HedrelTT Wedr euemili BimieueTid & _eTHIB Sievhis Wedr agMlemey &omd ¢b.3,000 Gag. ereur wHUIBSADE); 2024-25 siorhisny et ahnIod
59.73 Lebr, 15.16.94 Gaiq ererés &HL6D QLINIHETSHET erhmIgl Gobum (B Syensuorid Lgley OFLADS).
* 2024-25-@¢b G 15eir 2_Husd 197.75 el &b Ledr; 2025-26-ed HLed QLNG6T ebmiodl FMHemeT Siemeurs ¢b. 73,890 Gag.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Farm and location Padimuneeswarar Integrated Ornamental Fish Farm, Mukkampatti village, Melur taluk, Madurai district, Tamil Nadu
LisGoTemeooT LoHmib L Lb Ligpeofeosunt b [ ; L5601 LI6T , WasIbLLLY Srmotb, GETT 6 LLD, genT Wreul LD, SITPHTE

Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana Launched 2020 with an investment of Rs 20,050 crore over 2020-21 to 2024-25, under the Department of Fisheries
9rso wHS wevw FbLGT GwingeoTT 2020-86v Ll Lg); 2020-21 wpged 2024-25 eueny ¢b.20,050 Ganig (w&6S®; eiteuens glemmuler &ip

Farm economics Set up at Rs 25 lakh; over 30 ornamental varieties; four production cycles a year; about 2 lakh seeds; annual income about Rs 3.75
LIGB0T6m600TL1 QILIMIBOTTSITITLD lakh

5.25 eUL51D eiFevelleh SiemidsiuLg); 30-&@&D GMHULL ERIGNT TEHRISET; ST BEHS He® 2 MUsHE sphdeer; somT 2 L&D
S ERFHET; HevoT(B eUIHEUML &LoMT €5.3.75 e0L&ib

Ornamental fish trade Domestic industry about Rs 3,000 crore per ICAR-CIFA; exports in 2024-25 were 59.73 tonnes worth Rs 16.94 crore per MPEDA
SIS 60T 6u6TTfl&ID Bl Geuennetor SpIMLEAS B1p& WHSIW HedterlTT Bedr eueTili) FlmjeuensHleinig 2 6T BS asnfled s ¢b.3,000 Galg; &L6)
euN@BeT&eT ahmIod SpenevongSlerg 2024-25 gnmiod 59.73 Lebr, a5.16.94 Gamg.
National fisheries figures Fish production 197.75 lakh tonnes in 2024-25; marine product exports a record Rs 73,890 crore in 2025-26
Gaélw Beteuet) Lietaflefleurmuset 2024-25-@éb Betr 2 Husd 197.75 eul &b Lebr; 2025-26-86d L0 LN ahmiodl sngenet ¢b.73,890 Ganig
Key fisheries institutions ICAR-CIFA at Bhubaneswar; MPEDA headquartered at Kochi, set up 1972; CMFRI at Kochi; Fisheries College at Thoothukudi in
(&I BebTeueT FImieuEThISET Tamil Nadu

yeuGereiveurfled LoHlut pedrevfiT Wedr evemiLiL] Himieuediid; 1972-6b SiemodbasLILLL SL6) eLNbeTseT enmiod) GbUT.(H henesonLid,
HOOEIDWIGHD OBTES; OBTEAUTED SHWI SLeOETT WeiTeuer TMiEd BinieueTd; HOPHI Q6T STSHEISEIqUle Wetauenéd gl
Tamil Nadu fisheries profile Coastline of about 1,076 kilometres, the second longest among Indian states; thirteen coastal districts; a Department of Fisheries
SOOI TS GiBHED and Fishermen Welfare
alomy 1,076 AGumBLILIT sLpaeeor, @b wiflermasefls) @retor_neus) Heroners); Lerewedrn &LGemT el LkiseT; WeTeusd oHmib
BevTeul HeVS HEOM
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EXN easy

Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay to meet Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu on the supply of Krishna river water to Chennai under

the Telugu Ganga project
BINKIG Shemad S LSHH6T &L C1F6etTemerTd&S Hheiyeoon bl B euphiss GrHs b NTCsE (PWHEEMEST BT SHSTLM B Beme (WwoHevenwsar 8. Ggnall el
EibSebSDmT

It was reported on 12 October 2026 that the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Shri C. Joseph Vijay, would travel to Vijayawada the following day, 13 October 2026, to meet the Chief
Minister of Andhra Pradesh, Shri N. Chandrababu Naidu, principally on the supply of Krishna river water to Chennai for drinking purposes under the Telugu Ganga project, also called
the Krishna Water Supply Project. The Godavari-Krishna-Cauvery river-linking initiative and Tamil Nadu's concerns over dams on rivers flowing from Andhra Pradesh into the state
were also on the agenda. Under the inter-state arrangement Andhra Pradesh is to supply Tamil Nadu twelve thousand million cubic feet of Krishna water a year — eight from the
Kandaleru dam during July to October and four during January to April — and Tamil Nadu has repeatedly complained of short delivery, having received only about 2.25 thousand
million cubic feet against the allocation this year. The Telugu Ganga project was approved in 1977, under which the three Krishna riparian states of Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and
Karnataka were each to contribute five thousand million cubic feet, a total of fifteen, which was revised down to twelve in 1983 to allow for seepage and evaporation. Water is drawn
from the Srisailam reservoir, carried through Somasila and Kandaleru, enters Tamil Nadu at the zero point near Uthukkottai and reaches the Poondi reservoir, from where link canals
feed Red Hills, Sholavaram and Chembarambakkam; the canal runs about 406 kilometres. The schedule reported for the visit had the Chief Minister leaving Chennai at two in the
afternoon, landing at Gannavaram airport near Vijayawada at half past three, holding talks with Shri Naidu at a quarter past four, meeting the Deputy Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh,
Shri Pawan Kalyan, visiting the Kanaka Durga temple and attending a cultural event in the evening before returning to Chennai the same night. No official press release from the Chief
Minister's Office was issued for the announcement.

2026 2168LmuT 12 siedtm, SODBIG (peevenésT S 6. Ggnal eflgill, siger Si(B&s mremmer 2026 s&GLMILT 13 sisitn) elguwien_nes&s asatm apbSnl NITCss (psemésT S
BT, EHSTUM BryBeneud shHLILTT ereré aFlFser aeueflimeler; Eegeoon B eulphise HLLD ererayb SemsHLILED ASQIKIE Shiens S LSS S aFaTamars&d Gl b

] SHMBHS S(H6) Bl B eulpr: (p&@W Bréewd. Gansreufl-dlmeigeoom-aedfl HSET Qenevoriiy weorwind), aybHnL NrGsesHedmbbal wNHsSHhHEL UMD Syniseflsd
SlWEUISHET HL([B6US GDIHS SUDBILIGET SHelemavaeT Spdliemeub Hapsd Hiredle bhbseor. wnblevrhisende el Guinet anuiqer &b, ayetuBoHe LeteliTesor® puirb Wleedlwiedr
seo1olg. Smeievom Heor b NTGsED SBILPHIBHE euprhis GeustorBlb — LGRemnen (P& SBLILIT euen setorGewm Sieneooruledmba) 616, georeul (&6 GILIT6) 6UEDT HTETES.
QUPTRIGE) GEDMEUTE 2_6T6Tg) eT6hTn) SOPHIE ABSTLADHS! (WDl B euBEDE!; Sbd W6eu® KEGS._BEG erélnns s 2.25 Suimb 1leeSiier seorsig. I BEL AUDLILLL&I. ASIhIE
shiens HILID 1977-@6 QLIS LDDE!; SH6iT SLp Smeigeooim bHobsenT WblemniserTer SbHIL ITGSED, aMIMegID WHMID SIHIL&D SeoflsseufGL guimuin Blebediier seraig.,

Qgsid LFlewaThsmuimD eupris Geauemquimbas); Séey LHNLb SelLnsmeasd smoSHo asra® 1983-Q6 8 usTaflraomimonss GepnassLLLg). uhenaed
Bir6Cs665560mHE 1G&sILBL Bif, Gsmodeon wHnID &edor G aufliLnsd a&mesr®B FeaILL B, 2asHesCaT enL dmBs 2 e Lhwill LeTeafluled SOIPHTBHEE6T HIEnLHSE
weoorg BisGs6856ms SemLADE!; hS®BHS SenemiiLé sreeuniisaer O&mh&eTD, Gempeurd wHmID AssbLTDbLUTESSSINES BenT aulprhiGaletner; sreeumt sy 406 SGeomSLLT
Benb. LweTTSSIGESS asflefdbaiu’L i Leuemaoulei, (aaenoéal huas @Teo® wenllses assmenearuledmhs UDLLL®, eflguisunm smB@s 2_eTer seTereurd
efloneThleneisSed cpeTmenT Wetollée Srhid, HreT@s &6 enllées Hb bryBayLer CuésanTsems HLddl, bAI ITCHE &I6neuor (PHEEMIDESFT S[H L6U6T SEOWITENETIE
shHSsI, BT IieET CanuinsEE&S Q6T LTEDa (b SHened Hspeal sHabgl asmau® 185 ey asaTener HbLeut. Bbs HeliiLsEE (PSMIEST AQIEUSSSHNBHSI
aiflenriyies asLSseMIY aeuefluiLliuLelsene.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« It was reported on 12 October 2026 that Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay would meet Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu at Vijayawada on 13 October 2026.
« The principal subject is the supply of Krishna river water to Chennai for drinking purposes under the Telugu Ganga project, also called the Krishna Water Supply Project.
« Andhra Pradesh is to supply Tamil Nadu twelve thousand million cubic feet a year — eight from Kandaleru dam in July to October and four in January to April.
« Tamil Nadu has received only about 2.25 thousand million cubic feet against the allocation this year.
« The project was approved in 1977 with Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and Karnataka each contributing five thousand million cubic feet, a total of fifteen, reduced to twelve in 1983 for
seepage and evaporation.
« Water is drawn from Srisailam, carried through Somasila and Kandaleru, enters Tamil Nadu at the zero point near Uthukkottai and reaches Poondi reservoir.
« From Poondi, link canals feed Red Hills, Sholavaram and Chembarambakkam; the canal runs about 406 kilometres.
* The Godavari-Krishna-Cauvery river-linking initiative was also on the agenda, along with Tamil Nadu's concerns over dams upstream in Andhra Pradesh.
* 2026 2x&GLmuf 12 sietm), SIOIPHTE Wwaeemnssi 8. Ggreall efigil, 2026 sGLMLT 13 sisitm) efigweun_neled SybEIl ITCHE (PSeMIDEST HiT. SHETUN HyBeneus sHSILNT eTeré asLH
QeueflwimeoTs).
* Hpeigevom B uprise) FILLD eTerayb SenWHsLILBLD OSIHEG Shens L SHer Sp 5 5&5 GBI G ' 5 6 b B euprhiGeus (PEHEWL QLITHET.
* 6001(B&& LiedTevfimesormuimid lebeSltedr seoraig. Henr SpbSI ITGss SUDHITL(B&HE 6ulphiss GeuctorBLD — gRemen (o6 ASBLILIT euenr setorL G SiemenonuleSmhbea) erLmuimb, georeurl
(WPS6EL GLITed euem HTeoTemuimLD.
* @55 eI RESEBES TSNS SOLPHTE SiomT 2.25 SHuimb 15lededliLiedT Seoreig. LI BEW OLDMIETETEI.
* 1977-86b QLSO DD HLLSE0 AT LITGHELD, L&EMITEIQID, SIBML &L SeflsselGW guimuimb WS 6Ty, ALNSSD LS bSTUITD euiprhis Gelesonquibss); &a| HmIDd
yeflnseissts 1983-@e LeierliTesormuiTonsd &ennésLiLLg).
* ubemaedHledmiba eT@SHILED B, Gamodleo LHMID &6t Geh UG, 2mbghGan el uBBS Whwll Leafluled SBIDHIL.BoHG@HT HIenWha! et Bi&Casesms SenL g
* L etonquileSBibe Sewevulié SrebeumbaeT a&mh@&eTmID, Gampeurd HMID OFEbLTbLTSESSSDES Hewr aupri@dleTner; sreeumi somi 406 &@emSLLi Berb.
* Gangeurfl-lmeigevom-asneffl BHBT Semevoriy (WerepwHALD, SbHI NITCsESSH60 Goedbleneuled SienemiseT GHies SOLPHL 6T HeUENESEDLD BleDsd Biredls) SbboHeor.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Telugu Ganga project
QBRIRIG BhHiens Sl LID

Also called the Krishna Water Supply Project; approved 1977; brings Krishna water to Chennai for drinking purposes
Smeigevor B eulprised SILLID eTevteyd SiemPdHaILGSADE); 1977-Q6 QUL6M; Glubi G 5 % S\H6N Bewrd
61&MetoI(B QUIBEDSI

Allocation 12 thousand million cubic feet a year to Tamil Nadu: 8 from Kandaleru in July-October and 4 in January-April; originally 15, reduced
REGEG to 12in 1983
26T (BEHS SOPHT.B&ES 12 9puimb 15lebedliedr sHevrailg: gRene-1sGLMLfle setorCGemelsdmpibal 8, georeurl-aimediled 4; (poeded 15,
1983-@6b 12-gy&%6 GemmLIL
Route of the water Srisailam reservoir to Somasila to Kandaleru, entering Tamil Nadu at the zero point near Uthukkottai and reaching Poondi; canal
Sifledr Litewa about 406 kilometres
uBemaeud BisGas6b (e Gemodleun, setorGaw LG, 2asgEGan L SiBGs Wawl Laaflullsd slbHILBoG@T HIPHa
L, 650TIq 60U SH6mLEMS|; Seveuris &Lomy 406 SBembL i
Krishna river Rises at Mahabaleshwar in Maharashtra, flows through Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh to the Bay of Bengal; about 1,400
Speiqesor S kilometres; tributaries Bhima and Tungabhadra
waMegqTéHEle wamGneqeufled 2 husHund, sTHTLsb wHoIb whHm NiTGsed auflwng eurister elflGLele sa&sHnsI; somT
1,400 &IGemBLLT; Gleweuor plaei Siom wHMID GirisLSSmT
Krishna Water Disputes Tribunal
#meigevom Bl Kir&ementd STrumuib

First tribunal constituted 1969 under the Inter-State River Water Disputes Act, 1956, chaired by Justice R. S. Bachawat; second
tribunal 2004 under Justice Brijesh Kumar
1956-@e6br onBlevrisenée SenLGuiner pSHBIL rsdlenens s sdler Ep 1969-@ed wpaed Stmuid, BEALTET Q. ereiv. LS&TEUS
Bemeveniouled; 2004-Qeb @evorLneugy Sumuid, BSluirer NmGRe G Senaeniouieh
Chennai water sources Five reservoirs — Poondi, Puzhal, Chembarambakkam, Cholavaram and Kannankottai Thervoy Kandigai — plus Krishna water,
Seor B SpSMIRISE! Veeranam lake and desalination plants
o2& enfleer — L,600mq, L6, 6FbLTDLNEGSLD, GampeurLs 5 STGsM 6L Gaiieuniil &eorng.ens — pmib Sameigesort BT, efigmesord
arfl, sLeOBT GWUBIT&S@LD Hleneuwirhiger

Constitutional provision on river disputes
pABIN Nrédenaradr GNHs Sdlueenioly) efid

Article 262 empowers Parliament to provide for the adjudication of inter-state river water disputes and may bar the jurisdiction of
courts
onfHlersenéd @enLGuiiner bABTL L)
sieflsdng); BHloemmiisefler sif

50 Q

5 STUILSHES & QFLIW BILMEBLOTMSHNEGS L ififley 262 siflammd

LS SBES6UD Wlaub
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B sarD

Tamil Nadu order appointing serving teachers to monitor the breakfast and midday meal schemes draws criticism, with over eighteen thousand

teaching posts reported vacant
STEN6) 2_600T6) LHMID HILI 2_600TelS HL L MhiSHneTs SevoranenoflébaLl Lisoofluled o eiter S Aflwiisener BLASED SOIDBTE Sheneooise eflofged; LFeer LTSS E0
GupuL Ay uselser sredluns o_erengnss afledi)

On 12 October 2026 Shri Nainar Nagendran, Bharatiya Janata Party state president in Tamil Nadu, criticised an order of the Directorate of School Education appointing a serving
school teacher in each institution as a monitoring teacher to oversee the breakfast and midday meal schemes for Classes One to Eight in government and aided schools. He said
more than eighteen thousand teaching posts lie vacant across more than forty thousand government and aided schools in the state, and that 3,957 government schools are running
with only one teacher, a figure drawn from the Unified District Information System for Education Plus report for 2025-26. He argued that the breakfast scheme had been expanded from
Classes One to Five to Classes One to Eight without a proper implementation study, that adding monitoring duties to a teacher already carrying a full teaching load would take time
away from classroom instruction, and he demanded the immediate filling of vacancies together with a separate government order appointing different teachers to monitor each scheme
rather than loading both on one person. The Chief Minister's Breakfast Scheme was launched in Tamil Nadu on 15 September 2022 at Madurai for Classes One to Five in government
schools and was later extended; the midday meal programme in the state traces to the noon meal scheme begun in Madras city in 1920 and expanded statewide as the Chief
Minister's Nutritious Noon Meal Programme on 1 July 1982, which became a model for the national scheme now known as PM POSHAN. Under the Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act, 2009 the prescribed pupil-teacher ratio is thirty to one for primary classes and thirty-five to one for upper primary classes, so single-teacher schools and
large vacancy counts bear directly on statutory compliance.
2026 216@LmuT 12 siettm, SOPBIEG LMTSw gerst sLd wnhlod seneveul S bulemmr preabser, sirs LHMID Sirs 2 geflaumnid Lseflserfleh 66TnI (L&D 6TLLMD eu@LLy
cuemTUieVTET HTEMEY 2_600T6Y LOHMID WS 2_6T0T6YS S L hiSHEn6Ts HevoIaMenllbs euaeunp BineuersSib Lswoflulsd 2 erer b diflenns seusteniiy sydflurms Huiféen
unLmTed sevell BUISGSHIS Spemettienil eloFdssn. wMHlesdle BMHUSTUITSSISE@ID CHULL T8 WHNID T8 2 seleunid ustaflseafled uFleer LmuiTsgIsSD GonHurL Sydfluir
uselser snedling £_aerer eredrmid, 3,957 oims: Letafleer T apdflipLen HLSSILGSOTME eraormid Sieui esflelssmT; Bhsll yeateflefeumd 2025-26-6&M60T Q(HHhIHen6evoThS
wnal’Lé seeld seeaie siemioli] eren simlsamasulefitphgl sTGHSILLLEI. QTN (PH6 LHSTD aIGLL euenT bhHs HMene) 2 e s SILID, (PenmILNT AFILBSS6 e et
Q6T (1pS6L 6TLLMD U@L euemy afifleundaiulL g eredtmib, arheser@el (g UMl aummient eudls@D apdflimses seoorsteofliyl Lsollssners GailiLg euGliuenmll UTL SHeSmhai
Grrsemsll LGS ereoTmib SieuT e LT; sredlulLhisener 2_Lequins BTl jeuensub, SresorenLib @G BT &) &LOSSMD6 Qeuaaun L SensIWb setoranenishs Geun Geumi
AfluTsener HuIfEED Heofl SirsmenetoenwLD Sieui GamfleTmi. (peeenL&silet SHrena 2 _cotays S LD 2022 asliLbui 15 sistrn) wgienguled, sims: Usteflsefled Q6T (PH60 LbSMD
UGl euemT OBMLaslILL B eteonT elfleunssiu’Lgi; wnhlevsHler S 2_eoreys LD, 1920-86 ag6iener baifled OSMLAIGILLL W&l 2_cwteys S LsHe Coul asmesorLgl, 1982
22emen 1 60T (PEeVEmIDESl6tT E&gIemuIays FIL1ons wnleid wgeusid efflamssiulLg); &g sHGUs Werb Guraqesor 66T iemdsILEL Caas HLsHNS wWetmondfluins
siemwhsg. 2009-@6T GLbenS®EDSSTET Geeus WHMID SHLLMLS seell 2 flenos el ST Sp HifevonulbaiulL wreoreuT-aydfl eldsb OSTL&s eUGLILSEDSHS PLLSIGES Q6TnI,
BOHemLS OSML&S CUGLILISEDEES WLILSmSHEISS 660Tn); ereorGeu BT pdflwii LeTefls@Esd, e smefluiL eredureoollbensiyb FLLLLIGWITET Q6iéss5608 GHhIUITELI LTSl&ESleTmenT.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« On 12 October 2026 BJP Tamil Nadu state president Nainar Nagendran criticised a Directorate of School Education order appointing a serving teacher in each school as a monitoring
teacher for the breakfast and midday meal schemes.
« The order covers Classes One to Eight in government and aided schools.
* He said more than eighteen thousand teaching posts lie vacant across more than forty thousand government and aided schools in Tamil Nadu.
« He said 3,957 government schools run with only one teacher, citing the UDISE Plus report for 2025-26.
* He argued the breakfast scheme was expanded from Classes One to Five to Classes One to Eight without a proper implementation study.
« He demanded immediate filling of vacancies and a separate government order appointing different teachers to monitor each scheme.
« The Chief Minister's Breakfast Scheme was launched on 15 September 2022 at Madurai for Classes One to Five in government schools.
« Under the Right to Education Act, 2009 the prescribed pupil-teacher ratio is thirty to one for primary and thirty-five to one for upper primary classes.
* 2026 21&GLmui 12 oieTm), Sene) 260016y LHMID WS 2_cuoteys FHLksEnsE eueieun LeTaflullgid Lssoflulled 2_eter @@ pSflené setorsmeuofliy odfluimns Huiféed umLmTe) seed
BUWSGHIS SpemevTenil SOPHTE LTLs wrHlevs semeveui mbullerny HrEabHmesr eofdss.
* 218 HMID SiTs: 2 Fellaunid LeTeflsefleh QeTm (PH6L eTLLMD cuGLIL 6uenT SbS Shem6u0T ALITBHSID.
* OB 60 BIHUSTUITSSIGSD GoHULL SiTs: WHMID irs 2 selaunib ueteaflaefled uaer LmuiTsssen GuonulL Sydflul uselssr &rediwns 2_eerer erermn Sieul asflelssn.
* 2025-26-&&neur wemL e Liemen Sinlébenasenis sLig&b&MLI, 3,957 sirs: UsTeflse @GT SpdAflL 6T BLSSILBEITET 6T60TM)] Si6UT FnHl60TTT.
* QTN (PHEL WHSMD UGLIL 6ueDT B[HHS HTeMeL 2_6U0TaYSH HILLID, (PEDMUITET AFLILIBSS6 ey it QeiTn) (PSHev eT LMD euGLi euend efifleunssUulLg) eTedTm| Sieul eumdlLmT.
* BTeOUILhiGemeT 2_Leonquins HTLLeenSLD, Qeleeund S LGensi|b sHeoorstenfsbs Coun Coum apdifliuisener HLIOGSLD Seofl ST wib sieur Gamfl
* Wwaeemiésiflett sreme 2 ewuteys S 2022 Qs bui 15 sisttn) wagienTuled, sirs: LeTeflserfleh Q6Tm (SH6) @HSMD EUGLIL| 6UDT OBMLRISLILLL 8.
* 2009-@ei1 B0 2_flewios &l L H&ledr Slp MHifevvruidbeaiuL L wnevoreu -yl efélsb OSMbHe GLILGEES WILSISS Q6TDI, HEHEmS OSMLES IGLILGEDSS (PILSDSHEISSE QTN).
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The two figures cited
Ui L L @ yerteflefleurrhiser
UDISE Plus
wemL e Lfemen
Chief Minister's Breakfast Scheme
(WHMIDESTE STene) 2_6u0TeYS HILLLD
Noon meal scheme in Tamil Nadu
SONPBILI60T Sl ©_evoteys S LD

PM POSHAN
ferd Buimergevor

Right to Education Act, 2009
sevel 2_fflemwd s LD, 2009

Article 21A and Article 45
L9 fley 21A wHmib 45

Over 18,000 teaching posts vacant; 3,957 government schools with only one teacher, per UDISE Plus 2025-26
18,000-6@\> GuonulL aydifluir uselser &edl; wemLsv Weten 2025-26-@ebriig. 3,957 sirs: useflseafled @GT 9y flunr
Unified District Information System for Education Plus, the Ministry of Education's school data platform, online since 2018-19
QERIHEDETTHES LN Lé sHeelld soeals sieniol Wete, seell sieninésssHler LeTafls sreys semb, 2018-19 a6 Senesvonuaufuisd
Launched 15 September 2022 at Madurai for Classes One to Five in government schools, later extended
2022 estiLibu 15 siettm) ogienTuisd, sirsr LeTafleeflsd eiTn) (10&H6L LhSMD auGLI euenl aSTLhislILLg), NeteonT efifleunésiiu’L g
Traces to the 1920 Madras city noon meal scheme; expanded statewide as the Chief Minister's Nutritious Noon Meal Programme on
1 July 1982
1920-@6b 6156tTemeT HET WHI 2_6toTa s S L SFled Geul OsmetorLg); 1982 g9emen 1 160t (WHEEMIOESTET FSHGI600E S S LIoNs
LomBleod (ppeugid effleunsaiulL g
The national midday meal programme renamed Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman in September 2021; the 1995 national
scheme drew on the Tamil Nadu model
Gadw Hw 2_evoreys S b 2021 aslibufled Wirsio wHSf Guraqedor &&8 Bliomedor eredt LT MHOILLL &); 1995-@6r Ca&ws
ALLD g6IpHT6 (emondflenuit) Nerubmwig)
Free and compulsory education for children aged six to fourteen; pupil-teacher ratio 30:1 for primary and 35:1 for upper primary;
flows from Article 21A
SHM| (WPSED LF TSNS UG GLHDSEHEHHES Beveus HMID &LLMLS &Hevel; omevreu-apdlflir eldsb asT sss5D& 30:1, HEHamas
BN &a550E 35:1; s ludifley 21A-eledmhe) NnsSns
Article 21A, inserted by the 86th Amendment of 2002, makes education a fundamental right; Article 45 now directs early childhood
care and education below six
2002-@eir 86-ap6eus Hbssssne GarssiulL slLiniifley 21A sdelenw sigliuenL 2 flenowné@dng; siiiiifle) 45 sHEUTE HmI
QIESESS Sip Semb eTementt LTmofliy wWHOID SevelemiL eUPIHL SSHIEDE)
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
I asnfleflwed & OSMPleOHIL LD

MEDIUM
Union Health Minister lays the foundation stone of the Indian Council of Medical Research's first high-altitude medicine research centre at Keylong in
Himachal Pradesh

Bwnésevl) NTCHESH 60T BILIMRIED BHSII BSSIEN HTMLENS SLBSSET (PH0 2_WITILL BSHEIN WIMLES enLISS NS WSS GHTSTTSH MM AMIDEST ilq&HeH6)

[BITLLG 60T

On 12 October 2026 Shri Jagat Prakash Nadda, Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare and of Chemicals and Fertilizers, laid the foundation stone of the Indian Council of
Medical Research Centre for High Altitude Medicine and Public Health Research, known as ICMR-CHAMP, at Keylong in the Lahaul and Spiti district of Himachal Pradesh. It is the first
high-altitude medicine research centre of the Indian Council of Medical Research. Keylong, the administrative centre of Lahaul and Spiti district, stands at about 3,080 metres, a little
over ten thousand feet. The centre grows out of an Indian Council of Medical Research field station established at Keylong nearly a decade ago and will become a permanent, year-
round institution with modern laboratories and specialised staff; its reported cost is Rs 36 crore. Its research mandate covers high-altitude physiology and acclimatisation, mountain
medicine, the effects of low oxygen, extreme cold and a changing climate, climate-sensitive and emerging diseases, infectious and non-communicable diseases, maternal and
newborn health, child growth and nutrition, mental health, environmental and occupational health, disaster medicine and disease patterns in Himalayan communities, serving both
armed forces personnel and civilians, with drone-enabled medicine delivery, digital health and artificial intelligence to extend reach in remote terrain; the All India Institute of Medical
Sciences at Bilaspur is a study partner. Also present were Shri Sanjay Seth, Minister of State for Defence, Shri Jai Ram Thakur, Leader of the Opposition in the Himachal Pradesh
Assembly, Smt. Kangana Ranaut, Member of Parliament for Mandi, Dr Rajiv Bahl, Secretary in the Department of Health Research and Director General of the Indian Council of
Medical Research, and Air Marshal Sandeep Thareja, Director General of Armed Forces Medical Services. On the same visit the Minister planted native Himalayan saplings under the
Green ICMR Campus Initiative, inaugurated a scientific exhibition for school students, launched the centre's website and institutional video and released a commemorative postal
special cover.
2026 @6 12 siedtm), HEHW SHSTSTID HMID GBI Hevs Slenn HnID CeuSllaUN s HMID 2 I Senn SieMEsT Hb K66 Nrsneq HlLT, onssell NTCHE5HSH 6T oM@
oHmIb ey e’ L GHleb 2_eten OaILENTRIED, gdleTiDoyT-gmbLl 16T HemPSHSILBLD BHH HSSHIEU HIMLESS HLSHSSHE0T 2 WITOL L LOHSSIAUD HMID TS| SSHMSMT TGS
MWSHNES iqéb&H6ed BHILIqeTTT. @HHIL SN HIMLENS SHPHESHET (PGS 2 WITILL HSSIe SIS enowid ). @6 LMD evLil el L SHeT HIfeuns enowILomeoT
aaleonmil, &omi 3,080 LT & wirsHled — ugsTuimb S19é6&E Hm G — SiEDIDHSIETENS). HOMT Qb SFMISSHNE (6T AsLoMRSD Hneuiu’L @b w@ESse RIMLESS slped
&6 HleneuisSeflmhe &bs enwowid eueTibaieTens); Hefieor gplieushise WHMID AL LeToflLITETT &EmBL 60T Sp6eduT® (P(QEUSID OFWEOLBD BbsT BHinieueTons @& nnIb; SiBeiT 66,
.36 Gamg. aTeurs OB fleNSa L [BeTeng). HHe0T PIMUFAN QUTNITL 2 wifiol L 2 1 6Siwied HmIb S UL OLNIBHEISHE, LO6H6D LOIBSEIAID, GeDDHS Ap&HHR6T, HBMIGETIT HMID THID
sreflemevuiletr eflemeneyse, Smevblene) 2 evonTHmedT LHMID YHSTE ergld Grmilse, O5MHNI LHMID OSTHHT GHMiGET, S LHOID UHSTE NDHS GWHens HEVD, GYHens eueTT&s
LOHMID Seri’ L FES), LOEUT HEVLD, SDHMISFELPED LHMID OBMPlELET Hevid, GUIfLIT HeieuDd, Sorewis sapahisefled GHML euqeuhiseT SpEILEUDEND 2 6T6MLHSSDE!; WL LiewL efiser
HNID OLMGIEESET BHaImHEED Gsene sLLD. STEMOSTIN LGS safld sigisans efifleunéds syeaflsben efiomend euyiuins WEh euIpMHkisHe, Seneuoneul &HTSTILD LHMID
Q5WIHemS MHleToTenuile LILISTLBSSILGBLD; Weorei,fled £_eer siemenhEt Sgien nflefiied Himieuerd Shiied salLemT. UTSISTILS Slenn Seneuunuenioésy S sepsil Gss,
Bnésell ITCsE &L L6 eTdlTéHsL A8 Semevaul b ORI IMD HMéEnlT, 06T, BILMEBTD 2 MILT6TT (oS HhiserT T60Meus, SFENSNT HIMUESS SHlenDE OSUILMETT LOHMID
BhHW mHEIeu HTMLENS B6 SUISSDHT HTLSLD (PEnETEUT TTEe LT, Sl LIebL obseIeus GeeneuseT SWSSIbI HILSD e Miaqe shsll sGIgm S@GWINHL SebHa
QBMEBUTL 60TIT . B LILIETITSHSI6D SIemIDEET LigremLo FleTd il evers (edrpiiheuledr Sip GimeviLi’l LGS LISSeTNISemeT HLLT, LisTef] onesreu]senéser ifleile) seoradeniidh
Hobg eSS, ewIoUISSH6T SenevornLigend LMD Hinieuer sresoomeflenut aeueflui LT, FHleneotey Siehsed AL 2_ewmenuid aauefluiiimg.

KEY EXAM POINTS

* On 12 October 2026 Union Health Minister Jagat Prakash Nadda laid the foundation stone of ICMR-CHAMP at Keylong, Lahaul and Spiti district, Himachal Pradesh.
« CHAMP stands for Centre for High Altitude Medicine and Public Health Research; it is the ICMR's first high-altitude medicine research centre.
« Keylong, the district administrative centre of Lahaul and Spiti, stands at about 3,080 metres, a little over ten thousand feet.
« The centre grows out of an ICMR field station set up at Keylong nearly a decade ago and will be a permanent, year-round institution; its reported cost is Rs 36 crore.
« Research covers high-altitude physiology and acclimatisation, mountain medicine, low oxygen and extreme cold, climate-sensitive diseases, maternal and child health, mental health and
disaster medicine.
« It will serve both armed forces personnel and civilians, using drone-enabled medicine delivery, digital health and artificial intelligence; AIIMS Bilaspur is a study partner.
« Dr Rajiv Bahl, Secretary in the Department of Health Research and Director General of the ICMR, and Air Marshal Sandeep Thareja, DGAFMS, were present.
< On the same visit the Minister planted Himalayan saplings under the Green ICMR Campus Initiative, inaugurated a scientific exhibition, launched the centre's website and released a
commemorative postal special cover.
* 2026 2x@Lui 12 sisirm), onégell ITCsE eon@ed Hmib 6Ll el LD aslenThisled gdlenbayT-smbll enWSHDE WSS GSHTSTIS SO HeDEFT &S LITHEM6 BHLLT SiqéHsHe0
BT 60T .
* &MbLI eT6dTLI) ©_WITLOL L Lo@BSEI6uD WHMID OIS SFSHMSTT HIMLES eniowid; @HHIL oESSI6N HTMLENS SHLHSSSHET (PS6D 2_WITIOLL OBSSI6N HIMLES enowid 8.
* @6 LoD ervLfiquiledr wmeul'L [Hlifeuns emiowiomenr asibeontl, s 3,080 WBLLT 2 wrdHle — ussmuimb Sigé&E shm) Gloed — SiemobEIeTerns).
* GLOMT QB HEMISSENS P61 OGNS SEn&SHILLL H6T HenesSSeSmhe Sbs oD eueTIHEIETeTSI; Sh6e0oTB (PREUSID AFWELGBLD HNbaT HnieuerTions meELD; 6566y ¢b.36
Gag eTend ezflefdaliu’ [BeTens).
* HIMLES: 2 _wifol’ L 2 L eflled HMID S LI OUTBHEISED, 6D LOBSEIAUD, GeDDHS HéHSReT HMID &BHIGETT, HSTeoblena 2 o Smner GHLSET, Sl LHMID GLPHENS VLD, LD6OT
mevld, GuILiT LBSEIeuD.
* sl LeoL eSmiseT HNID LITGIEESET BHEIBSSD Gseneu OFLWID; Seflsbeom afomerd eublLing EBHE! eUPThse, Senenueau &HTSTILD, ASLNEDS Hiedureriie) LETLBLD; [HeomevT
sieneaThSlwl dHSgIe dmlefiwed Eimeuetd Spliieys sl L.
* GHNHNT HIMLEAS GlewDE \FWwevren HOID SHHI BSSIEN BTMLEAS Hp6 SWISGBT HILSD (PeDeTeul TMeiel L6, WSl LDL dBSEI6E Caaneuss QUISESHT HMUSD e MTaged
Sl 5GTRN SyEAGWIMT S6vHE 61BHTETOTL 60T .
* 2185 LTS Hled Lisemlo gdleTdy suena (edrpwinHAuler £p Gomeows wrsseTniGeeT HLG, smlefie scoran denwis Snbal, eSS QenenLgeansens eeusflul (B, Hlenere) Sighaed
ALy 2_emnEnWLD Siem&s] eeueflufliLm.
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Centre and full form
emwowid HMID effleunéasn

Location and altitude
SL1b Hmibd 2 wimb

Indian Council of Medical Research
BhHW GBSSIe WIMLESS SPHD

Director General
BWSGSHI HTLSD

Lahaul and Spiti
6UMEed LMD evidllg.

High-altitude illness
2 wifol L 2 L ebmens Gamemmm)

ICMR institutes in Tamil Nadu
SOIDHM 160 leTDSYIT FimieuetTRIGET

ICMR-CHAMP, the ICMR Centre for High Altitude Medicine and Public Health Research, India's first such centre
dleTbayT-smdll, @S oSG0 HTMLEAS SHeHSST 2 WTIoL L IHSSIeUD HDID CLTE SSTHMT HIMiES enowid, SbSuwineler
(PSHED SASBHEMSILI EHLOWID

Keylong, Lahaul and Spiti district, Himachal Pradesh, at about 3,080 metres; reported cost Rs 36 crore
QBILIBOITEI, QUME6D LoHMID 6vLdlg. Womeul L b, Gwnéseuls NT@seib, ot 3,080 WBLLT 2 wimb; egflefléaiu’L ageey ob.36 Gag.

Founded 1911 as the Indian Research Fund Association, renamed ICMR in 1949; headquartered at New Delhi; funded through the

Department of Health Research
1911-@6b @b gyumiéd G asrusions Hoeutiu’ L g, 1949-@e6d gdleribayl eret) OLILIT LAHMID; 1510 g Hleved;
IMLEAS glewm eublwins Hilwierfliy

Dr Rajiv Bahl, also Secretary in the Department of Health Research, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
(pemeuTeu Mgdes LImed, &SNS HMID GBI HeD HEDOFEHSHT HHMSMT SHTMLEAS SHlEHDEF ASLIVTETIBLD SheUMTT

Largest district of Himachal Pradesh by area and the most sparsely populated; Keylong is its administrative centre; the Rohtang and
Kunzum passes lie in the district
uriueredled onéseull ITGsEHH 6T lsLOLTIL LMEULID, &&6T ALTHH les Gewmey; OsLINTH g6 Eifeuns eniowib; GImgrh HMID
(GETELD SHETOTEUMLGET @b LomeUl L SHH60d
Reduced partial pressure of oxygen at altitude causes hypoxia; acclimatisation is the body's gradual adjustment, a core research
subject at the centre
2 wirsHleh Spédneafllsar uGH SH(RESID GODaIBTE aDUTEOIWIT ghUGANEI; S UL OLNBHEIHE 6TeTLS| 2 L 60l6dT LigLILiqwimeor
QLINGBSSID, EDIDWISHIET (eI HTMLEL] QTEHeT
National Institute of Epidemiology, Chennai; National Institute for Research in Tuberculosis, Chennai; Vector Control Research
Centre, Puducherry
Gadl Crmiis uTeusd ey HiniaIeTD, OF6TeneT; G5l HTEGHTL SHIMiES HNEUeTD, OFaTewet; GHMLGHL SH &L GUUT.(B QpTmiEs
emLoWID, Li5I&@stf
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PROMINENT PERSONALITIES
I (PSS Sh(ETHEMLDSHET

Ik} EASY
Sunil Bharti Mittal named a Knight of the Legion of Honour, France's highest civilian distinction
I ignebéledr 18 o il @lq.emiolt L LLOMeT 65860 Sphe"sll DTeuTT eXlbHleir embL [Hlemevs@é &evfleb LMTH LI Led Gaiiey

On 12 October 2026 it was announced that Shri Sunil Bharti Mittal, founder and chairman of Bharti Enterprises, had been named a Chevalier, or Knight, of the National Order of the
Legion of Honour by the President of France, Shri Emmanuel Macron. The Legion of Honour is France's highest civilian distinction and was instituted by Napoleon Bonaparte in 1802.
It has five grades in ascending order — Chevalier or Knight, Officier or Officer, Commandeur or Commander, Grand Officier or Grand Officer, and Grand-Croix or Grand Cross — so
the Chevalier is the entry grade. The insignia are to be presented at a ceremony at the Embassy of France in New Delhi on 28 October 2026, so Shri Mittal has at this stage been
named to the honour rather than invested with it. The Ambassador of France to India, Shri Thierry Mathou, described him as a friend of France for more than thirty years, noting ties
dating to the beginnings of Airtel in 1992. Shri Mittal was awarded the Padma Bhushan in 2007 and was made an honorary Knight Commander of the Order of the British Empire by
King Charles the Third in 2024. Indians previously admitted to the Legion of Honour include Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who received the Grand Cross in 2023, and, in the grade of
Commander, J. R. D. Tata, Manna Dey, Satyajit Ray, Ravi Shankar, Amartya Sen, S. H. Raza and Ratan Tata, while Amitabh Bachchan received the grade of Officer.
2026 216GLnuy 12 sieitm), unid eredorLiiflemeen Himieusoni wbmib seneveui Hb seufled UMid WBILLed, iTmedten Glqwirss seveveui S SibwneniGeush w&EImeTe) Gl 65medT Sholl
anner el pdler OFeuTedlGL Sieves) bl [Hemabds GaimbasBssiur Berang smlefssiiurLg)l. 656t Syl anmer TmeTder s 2 wiflul Glqemwll ulLLb; 1802-@6 ablGLTeSILIeT
GureotumTLLmeb erHLBSHSLILL LS. ermeuflemsuled sHE L& Hlemevser 2_eereor — FeUTeAIGIL Siebevg eBL, SLNAGIW Si6b6v8) S1Fl&Nif], ASMOTETITLIT SiEDEVE SEWEVEUT, EITTETTL
HNACW Si6bevgI OLHID S, Srmetor-&ErmiGben Siebeg) LB Saieme; erearGeu aFauTOIGW ASTLEE Hlemen. 2026 Si&GLLT 28 1eoTm| LgI HlebeSlufled 2_eier LiTmedTeiy
FNarssSled HenLaumib efliprelle) LILL & HedTerhiseT auprisHILGBLD; erartCa Qhsd HLLSH0 S OILLD @bl U LSHDG&S CainbesBaae L [BererT, aTenid Siens
sievollefidaliLLelene. @bHunesbaner [nmerten STHT S Hewifl onSs), (LIS SeTTBHEBSSD Coensll [TeTdler HeooTLINS SieuenT eufenlds), 1992-86 gieL e aEm_rhidi
sneusHedmhHel 26Ter 2_neayseners GUILI LT, S WL aise 2007-86b ugio Leqetor efl(pg euprisliLLg); 2024-@6b cpsdTmid smievsi edteormmed LI Iqeq GuITs: eXl@pSleo
Q\@enT6el WL QBMOTETUTL LILLLD SiefléasiLgl. 65260T Shll anreny LLb eubn Sblwiisefled, 2023-@6b LB Aeieme Hensveniui aLHD WTswr HEIHST Gomg., Heneveurt
Hlemeoulied Ggg. &yi. 1q. LALLM, wedteorm GL, &5wgdS G, mel s, HoTSSI Q\F60T, 6T6ln. 6T&. TS OHMID TSSO LM LT HACWIMT SILThiGeuT; S u§seor silsmfl Hlemevemuils
QuHmIT.
KEY EXAM POINTS

« On 12 October 2026 it was announced that Sunil Bharti Mittal had been named a Chevalier, or Knight, of the National Order of the Legion of Honour.
« The honour was conferred by the President of France, Emmanuel Macron.
« Mittal is the founder and chairman of Bharti Enterprises.
« The Legion of Honour is France's highest civilian distinction, instituted by Napoleon Bonaparte in 1802.
« It has five grades in ascending order: Chevalier, Officier, Commandeur, Grand Officier and Grand-Croix; Chevalier is the entry grade.
« The insignia are to be presented at the Embassy of France in New Delhi on 28 October 2026, so he has been named to the honour rather than invested with it.
* The Ambassador of France to India, Thierry Mathou, cited ties dating to the beginnings of Airtel in 1992.
« Mittal received the Padma Bhushan in 2007 and an honorary Knight Commander of the Order of the British Empire from King Charles the Third in 2024.
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Chevalier, or Knight, of the National Order of the Legion of Honour — the entry grade of the five
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Napoleon Bonaparte in 1802; France's highest civilian distinction
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Chevalier, Officier, Commandeur, Grand Officier, Grand-Croix
[3F:2 OGW, Sy AW, 6 SOTLIT, ot oy GwW, dnmesor -&Gamiisen

Sunil Bharti Mittal, founder and chairman of Bharti Enterprises; Airtel began in 1992
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Padma Bhushan 2007; honorary Knight Commander of the Order of the British Empire from King Charles the Third, 2024
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Grand Cross to Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 2023; Commander to J. R. D. Tata, Satyajit Ray, Ravi Shankar, Amartya Sen and
Ratan Tata; Officer to Amitabh Bachchan
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