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8 vepium

Pallikaranai marshland: State Wetlands Authority cuts the interim Zone of Influence from 8,397 acres to 316 acres
I ueeflésmenesor gL Hleuld: BenL&&ne SMée euewsens 8,397 as&afledmhsl 316 a&&nTas Gennss LOMBley FTHleVL LTSISTLIL| S 6mesoTLD

The Tamil Nadu State Wetlands Authority has informed the Madras High Court that it has reduced the interim Zone of Influence around the Pallikaranai marshland in Chennai from the
8,397 acres fixed by the National Green Tribunal to about 316 acres, equal to roughly 128 hectares, excluding private patta lands. The decision was taken at an inter-departmental
meeting held on 30 September 2026 and was placed before the First Bench of the Madras High Court, comprising Chief Justice Sushrut Arvind Dharmadhikari and Justice G. Arul
Murugan, which has directed the Authority to file a detailed report. The order under challenge is that of the Southern Zone Bench of the National Green Tribunal dated 24 September
2025, which imposed a one-kilometre Zone of Influence around the marshland. The challenge was brought by the Chennai chapter of the Confederation of Real Estate Developers'
Associations of India, which has sought a zero-kilometre buffer in already urbanised adjoining areas. On 13 October 2026 Dr Anbumani Ramadoss, president of the Pattali Makkal
Katchi, demanded that the Zone of Influence be fixed on scientific grounds and that the boundaries of every wetland in the State be surveyed and formally notified. He noted that
Pallikaranai once extended over about 15,000 acres and has shrunk to roughly 1,725 acres, cited the Supreme Court judgment of 11 December 2024 directing the demarcation and
notification of wetland boundaries, and pointed to the Indian Space Research Organisation wetland atlas of 2021, which lists 26,883 wetlands in Tamil Nadu. He also sought the
notification of every wetland larger than 2.25 hectares and a halt to construction inside the marsh.
aFedTemenTUled 2_6iTem LisTefldbameneoor g8 Hlevdenss ahiiijeTer enLbaome SoHe auesens, Gadlil Lsemd STiumub Bifeouiss 8,397 asafledwmbal son 316 aésns, sisneug
an&&emDI 128 0ansGLINGS GenndHsieTensnsd SOLpHT® ombley FIHev LTSS S enemub ageatener o wii BHloeinsdle asiflelsgierens); seoflwng Ll Heorkser Qe
GeésiiLLelsenen. 2026 asLbLT 30 SN HEOLOLDHD SHEODEEHHE BenLGuier sl L sdHle Qb ey erESHoLILLB, Heneeno BHuS aeqms anefbs siondsnd wHmib
BELE ). ST WPIHSET SRS (pSH6d SMoTey (6T EofLifdbaiLg); elifleurer smldbanomenild Sbse OFLL SeneusSnE BHlend 2 ssreil Betengl. FHIl Hodmsd sHI
Qb HCMSLLT s1ée euewsens 6elHss, Cadlu Lagemod STiLmLSSeT 56T etorLe ey 2025 asliLbul 24 sistn) UDLNés 2 55166 aupddle ardliébsliur Bereng). Qb fluied
aT6GBLL &L BLMETS OBMPleL Fhshisefer &l Lenwlifer asstenel Wil Sbs eupsenssd OSTLIDHE, ahasaT@a hamonssiulL SB5s058 LeHseflen Lol Sl@mSLLiT
BenLaeuallenwis Camfluereng). 2026 16GLMLT 13 siedtm), UM L6l wésHeT &S SHemeaul (PemeTalT SteTLLO6Tl TMoFe, HTéHs aleSHans inflefied sigliuenLuis Bifeorulss
Geuetor(BID eTedTMID, LOMFeLSHH 60T DNemEOTSHE! FHTIBlLMIGHETET eTeLEmEVESEMETLID SieTHE] (PemmUITs infleflés Ceuetor(BID eredTmid euedimiSHeor. LsTeflbasTeneor Q@ HTeuddled siomr 15,000
aéai uTiife) wmhsl sHEUTE ans&emn 1,725 aé6&mes s(hhslieTamensb, FrTHe eresnasener euenrunss sflelss 2 ssreil L 2024 abuf 11 2 &6 BHlwetms Siliemuub,
SIONPHT 1960 26,883 FrHlevrhige 2_eTemenr eTeord GUILILIGBL SbHlw elletoracue] Syiiie] HnieuersHeor 2021 FrTHle eueDILLSenSIID Sieul sLligssmiiqer. 2.25 aansGLm&e GomuL
BTSS! FrTEISEnaMUD Sinfleliés GeustorBLD eTedTOID, F&ILL| [HeuSEISE6T BLEGID &L (BLoneThiseneT EiNiss GeustorBLD ereitnid Sieui Ganfleorm.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« The Tamil Nadu State Wetlands Authority told the Madras High Court it has cut the interim Zone of Influence around Pallikaranai marshland from 8,397 acres to about 316 acres, roughly 128
hectares.

« The reduction excludes private patta lands and was decided at an inter-departmental meeting on 30 September 2026.

« The order under challenge is the National Green Tribunal (Southern Zone) order of 24 September 2025, which imposed a one-kilometre Zone of Influence.

* The petitioner is CREDAI Chennai, which seeks a zero-kilometre buffer in already urbanised adjoining areas.

« The matter is before the First Bench — Chief Justice Sushrut Arvind Dharmadhikari and Justice G. Arul Murugan — which directed the Authority to file a report.

« Pallikaranai is Tamil Nadu's only surviving natural marshland of its kind in an urban setting and is a Ramsar site; it has shrunk from about 15,000 acres to roughly 1,725 acres.

* The ISRO wetland atlas of 2021 lists 26,883 wetlands in Tamil Nadu; the Supreme Court judgment of 11 December 2024 directed the demarcation and notification of wetland boundaries.

« The Authority was constituted in 2016 and functions under the Tamil Nadu Wetlands (Protection and Management) Rules, 2017.

* Leerfl& &8Il 1Flevs & smrleTer BemLSHoMe SM1EHS euelSens 8,397 aéeafledmhal &wnt 316 aé&enns, sisneus ans&snpl 128 aansGLInss Gennsaienensnss spnT6
LomBlev FRTBleVLI LTSS Spemevonid lFeiTener 2 wii BHloamsHled asflelsss!.

* @55 Gemmiiled geoflwmi ulLm Hleorhser CarsaiuLailsiensy; 2026 aslLbUT 30 Si60TN) HEOL LD HIEONEEHEHES BenL GuILITET sl L SH6 &) (196 OFlLCL ).

* Q@ HABMBLLT 5166 auesens elHlds Cadll Lsems STLMmuSSHeT (56T wetoreub) 2025 asiLbul 24 2 55166 aupsbHe eTHTSaILILBeTens).

* aheBaTGa BEILNGESILLL JHBS6058 LGS aafle Lol HCumS LT SenLasusflenwis Gafl SATLML O\F6TENET DENI HTéHH6 AFLSIETETE).

* semevenio BHLS a6iqps anelbs siondlad] whHmud BHLSH &). HBET (PHSET LRSI (PS6) SUDTE (6T CUPSE 2_6TeNE); SIMSHEnE SHTEHE QFILIL HEDEMLSSHNS 2 SHTeL LI L ).

* B&ETE G LPedled SOPHTLIGED erehdlisen s euemswinenr QBT Suihenss sl el LeTeflbsrenesor; &g nmbsl senb; swoni 15,000 aés&fledmhe ans&ennw 1,725 assanss
S(BRISLETENE).

* @6oBrmedletr 2021 mrbley suemILLLD SUOLPHTL 60 26,883 FTBlevraenert LLIGWweSBEDE); bl erebenaaemet euenTunNds simlelds 2024 webui 11 2 s BHloems Sl 2 ssrefil L s).

* @b SpemevonLid 2016 SHib SetoT(B SiemSBLILLLEI; SOLPHTG FrTBlevhiseT (Lngisi whHmib Goevnesorenio) eldlasr, 2017 Qeir o Q& OFWOLEADSI.

STATIC GK CONNECT

Wetland and city Pallikaranai marshland, Chennai — a Ramsar site and Tamil Nadu's largest urban freshwater marsh
FRTIBlEID LOMHMID BETID ueitefl&omener gl Hleld, QF6dTewesT — IMDET S6Nl WHMID SHOPHMIqedT WlsLaURlL BaTILD Heotefié ey
Zone of Influence revised From 8,397 acres (NGT) to about 316 acres, roughly 128 hectares
HBSSILLL SMHES euewId 8,397 asafedmhal (B5.U.8.) &oni 316 aé&snns, ans&enniu 128 ansGLT
Order challenged National Green Tribunal, Southern Zone, 24 September 2025 — one-kilometre Zone of Influence
adisslulL o Ssme Bad LsemIDS STILMUID, OBEDT WevoTL v, 2025 QFLILLT 24 — @b HBMBLLT H1He eueowld
Court and Bench Madras High Court First Bench — Chief Justice Sushrut Arvind Dharmadhikari and Justice G. Arul Murugan
B&loeiTmib HMID SHofey egeiTement 2wl BHIETD (W&6L M6 — SHewevemlo BHLS &eiqms areibs siondadl whmbd BHUS ). SimeT W
Shrinkage of the marsh About 15,000 acres historically to roughly 1,725 acres today
&gIlIL| Hlev& SHHEHBD augeonpm FHlwina aomi 15,000 aéafledmhe Qetm amé@enni 1,725 edbait
Wetlands in Tamil Nadu 26,883, as listed in the ISRO wetland atlas of 2021
SOIDBTLI6D FFTIBleVRIg6T 26,883; @svGamefleor 2021 FroBlev euemIUL S0 LILIquiedlL LI L mey
Governing rules Tamil Nadu Wetlands (Protection and Management) Rules, 2017; the Authority was constituted in 2016
ENGREoE BOWPHN® FrTHevriser (Lngisnii whmib Goeretorenio) efdlaer, 2017; gyenevonuid 2016 &6 Sien&ELILLL &)
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K& vepium

Union Agriculture and Environment Ministers hold a joint review of stubble management and ask five States to work in mission mode

meusGae sfley Geumesurenlo &g LSS GeuerTesor LMHMID SHHNIFE:LPE HeWIDESTE6T snl (B Wliie); Lbs) nHlemiger Lisvofl Grmésls asuwieLL GeuesorBLD eTeurs
Ganflaenas

On 13 October 2026 Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan, Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare and of Rural Development, and Shri Bhupender Yadav, Union Minister of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, jointly chaired a high-level review of crop residue management at Krishi Bhawan in New Delhi. Shri Bhagirath Choudhary, Union Minister of
State for Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare, the Union Agriculture Secretary Shri Atish Chandra, the Secretary of the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change Shri Narendra
Bhushan, and the agriculture ministers and senior officials of Delhi and the National Capital Region, Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh took part. Between 15
September and 12 October 2026, compared with the same period of 2025, stubble burning fell by 53.3 per cent in Haryana and by about 32 per cent in Uttar Pradesh, while Madhya
Pradesh recorded a rise of 452 per cent, from 55 to 277 cases, and Rajasthan a rise of 200 per cent, from 20 to 60 cases. The Centre has supplied the States more than 3.54 lakh
crop residue management machines, including 26,109 new machines in the financial year 2026-27, and has released Rs 4,266.47 crore between 2018-19 and 2025-26, of which
Punjab received Rs 2,056.50 crore, Haryana Rs 1,171.71 crore, Uttar Pradesh Rs 868.67 crore and Madhya Pradesh Rs 59 crore. For 2026-27 the allocation is Rs 592.57 crore, of
which Rs 430.87 crore has been released. A central survey found that about 40 per cent of the older machines in Punjab and about 48 per cent in Haryana are idle or non-functional.
The ministers directed that Custom Hiring Centres be activated so that small and marginal farmers can rent machines at subsidised rates, that market linkages be built with thermal
power plants for pellet co-firing, with compressed biogas plants and with second-generation bio-ethanol plants, and that farmers shift from the long-duration paddy variety Pusa-44 to
the short-duration varieties Pusa 2090 and PR126. Burning data is to be integrated with the Commission for Air Quality Management and the Central Pollution Control Board, with
ground patrols covering the afternoon hours when satellites do not pass overhead.
2026 o16@LmuT 13 siedtm), Sl Geuermesor oHmID elleusmuiseT mevedT HMID &Nmolin eueT&dS SHiewm Siemo&sT Hb feunrs) ki QFensHTeT, ISSHI SDHMIFELPE), IEDTLD LOHMID
sneBleney MHDS SHiewm Siew&sT S LLECUBST Wnseu apAGWIMT Uz Heved dmad Leuesllsh LUITS sHifley Goeunstoremio GMiSs 2 WITDLL Hieys snl LSenSS snl LTSS SHEDEEDID
Sie HLSSH0TT. S Geueredor Semevor SewOEFT S LETS OlFansif], WSS Beuermesor OlFWweVNETT (b iSeiq FHSTM, HHMIFELPED, EU6DTLD LHMID SHTEVHIEHED WMDHDH SNEDIDEFEHE
esweoneny Hap HCIHET L eqevor, Guoeid Heved wHmId C5AS HewemsiT NTMHEWID, Lghsml, anflwimer, 2_ss1l1 NrGsswb, wHSu 1ITCHED pdlweunmer Geusesor SenLOFSTS6T
WHNID cpds Henflser sebs asmesor_e. 2025 gyib Spevonqet HBs sneSsIL 6T QUBenaulsh, 2026 asliLbui 15 (waed «&GLUT 12 euenr anflumermels) eneusGsite erfliy 53.3
sa6ligpb, 2 551l LITCsEHSl6 & 32 ss6is(pD GSeODHSE!; SpeuTTed WHHWIL LITCHEHS6) 55 Qb Subiba 277 Sy 452 gseisb, mngevsefle 20 Q6 Swmbsl 60 aps 200
sa6ligpb aidsfHs8). LNHMSEDHHS WSS siTe 3.54 el ss56@Ww GonulL Luiis sley Goemeoreno uibSlrr: auprhidueieng); led 2026-27 Hilwinesorged 26,109 LBt
BuibHrriigeT SILmGD. 2018-19 (psed 2025-26 euemn ¢5.4,266.47 Gamg eeuerfluiiL L Berens; B&led LighsM&ES ¢b.2,056.50 G, emflunermeyse eb.1,171.71 Gamg, 2 szl
NIrGaesg16® €h.868.67 Gamg, HHWI ITGsESEIHES h.59 Gang HenLssg). 2026-27 Db SyetorB&HSTeT QEIGED 5.592.57 Gamg,; B&l6 ab.430.87 Ganyg eeueflui Ll Beteng).
Lgpamiled uemipwr QuibSnrusefled somt 40 eseliawb, anflwmermeled s 48 eseigpb LWLSTLBSSILLMOED 160608 OFW6SPHS Hleneulsh 2 eleTens Qb WSS ey SeToTLBlIbSE!.
&ml wHMIb &N efeusmuiser el efemeuisd SuibHIThGenaT QINLen&SHSL OLNID cuensulsh H6ufl aUTLens emLowrn: F OFWeLBSHSEYD, 2 ([Hemer erfleun e enevor erfliiLGsnas
160160 LOI6OT [BlEmEULINAIBEBLEOID, SIPSHSUILLL 2 Ui CUMl SpheDeV&HEBLENID, STETITLIMD HeneuPenn 2 Uil TEHHEUTTE) SEDESEBLEDID EHeNS eMETILIGHEmeT 2_([HeUTSHEED, HEsurL. &iTe
amed T&ID L&m-44 B6d SBhe SNIA Smev Takiseamer Lham 2090 wHmib 19.947.126 dwannise eleusmuissr wnn GeusorBLD eTeTNID HeDDEFTH6T 2_SsTeilLeor. efliys STeys6r
SMHMIS ST CLOTETTTEMLD SHEMETOIILID LoHMID WSS Sifle] sLBUUTLG aumflussi 6t QenevorssliuL. GeuesorBid; FNens&ECaHTeTssT HLHG 656N LNDLS CrIsens Hessl
Coibgié G(R&&6T Hevuranenilés Geustor®ib.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Shivraj Singh Chouhan, Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare, and Bhupender Yadav, Union Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, jointly reviewed crop residue
management at Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi, on 13 October 2026.
« Between 15 September and 12 October 2026, stubble burning fell 53.3 per cent in Haryana and about 32 per cent in Uttar Pradesh against the same period of 2025.
« Madhya Pradesh recorded a 452 per cent rise, from 55 to 277 cases, and Rajasthan a 200 per cent rise, from 20 to 60 cases; both were asked to prepare district and village-level action
plans.
« More than 3.54 lakh crop residue management machines have been supplied to the States, including 26,109 new machines in 2026-27.
* Rs 4,266.47 crore was released from 2018-19 to 2025-26 — Punjab Rs 2,056.50 crore, Haryana Rs 1,171.71 crore, Uttar Pradesh Rs 868.67 crore, Madhya Pradesh Rs 59 crore.
« The 2026-27 allocation is Rs 592.57 crore, of which Rs 430.87 crore has been released; a central survey found about 40 per cent of older machines idle in Punjab and about 48 per cent in
Haryana.
« Farmers are to shift from the long-duration paddy variety Pusa-44 to the short-duration varieties Pusa 2090 and PR126.
« Market linkages were directed with thermal power plants for pellet co-firing, compressed biogas plants and second-generation bio-ethanol plants, with data integrated into the Commission
for Air Quality Management and the Central Pollution Control Board.
* 2026 2xsGLmui 13 oot Ug) Fleved ded] Leuesflled, wgHl Geuemmetor Sienioés Sleurney bl OFe&MedT LHMID WSS FHHMIFELPED, 6UEDTLD LOHMID SHTEVIFlEeD LIDHMS SHEDD AeMIEFST L, BLBST
winged SyAGWNT LTS sley GCLoEMETITEMOENI &nl L8 SHiii6y OFLISETT.
* 2025 gyib yevonq6ir B8 HreLHHIL6T QLIIBemaued, 2026 OFlILDLT 15 (p&ed SsGLMLIT 12 suenr aniflwmemeie eneusGsied erfliy 53.3 eseiswibd, 2 ss0 ITCss5Sl6) &iomT 32 s56igpD
GODHSE-
* weFHu) ITGsesdled 55 Q6 Bwmibal 277 9 452 ss6igD, mngsvsefled 20 B Swiba 60 9y 200 ss6iswb 2 WiihsE!; wreu'L HOID Ao Sereied aswied S Lhssr swnfébs S
nlertigEnid Gl (BEHasTaTemILLL 6T,
* MElerksEnsS 3.54 LssEI5GD CuonulL Luifé sle Goenereny uibfTmieer suprusiul Bererer; e 2026-27 e 26,109 yHuw SuIbSThiSeT SILRIGD.
* 2018-19 wa6d 2025-26 euenrr €b.4,266.47 Gamg Qeuerfluitu’L g — Lebem ¢5.2,056.50 Gamg, emflwner ¢p.1,171.71 Gamg, 2 a0l 191@s6w €5.868.67 Gamy, wsSHwil 1ITGCssD ¢5.59
Gamyg.
* 2026-27 81680 5.592.57 Gamg; e 5.430.87 Gamg aeuefluiL i Beens); Lghemed asomi 40 egelisd anflwnemels o 48 sselisb Lenpw QuibHamiaesr aswenn Heneous
2_6Tenens WSS b6y SeorLiboHe).
* BeBuTL &6y QIBED T&LD Lh&T-44 e BBHE GMISI e Tamsemenr Lem 2090 whHmub 19.947.126 Sydweubniée efeustulser wnm GeuesorBLb.
* 2_pewer erfloLnger Qenevor eTflliLiGaTeor SieuTeD LBl6dT Hlemevimhiser, Sp&aILLL 2 Ul 6urL SheweuseT, @IedurLib Seneupenm 2 Ul TSSHETTE) HeDIBEBLET &hend EeMeUOILiL]; HT6YSHET
SMHNIS ST GLOGTETITEDLD SHEMETTILID LMHMID WSHHLIS Sifley s BUIUT.G eumfluissi 61 SenerorésLiLBLD.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Ministers who co-chaired
Gl LN&S S & H6IT

Biggest fall in burning
erflindled WlsLiewflw sifley
Biggest rise in burning
erflinfled WsLIeLflw 2 wifey
CRM machines supplied
QuPRIBLILILL. 8.9 61D, SuibHnrhiser
Funds released 2018-19 to 2025-26
2018-19 wsed 2025-26 euewy SleueflufiLli’L Bl
Paddy varieties recommended
urfl HSLILLL 6)HED

Monitoring bodies
HEVOTHTETOTILIL| SHEWLOLILISET

Shivraj Singh Chouhan (Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare) and Bhupender Yadav (Environment, Forest and Climate Change)

Q

SAeugngy Ak a1 (G GoT LOMHMID WilseiT heV60T) HMID Ly GUBHST WNGel (SHMIEEsLeD, EUeTD LDHMID STeiElemey LOMHMLD)
Haryana, down 53.3 per cent between 15 September and 12 October 2026
anfluneorr; 2026 asiLbul 15 s a6GLILT 12 euenr 53.3 gs6isw ailey
Madhya Pradesh, up 452 per cent (55 to 277 cases); Rajasthan up 200 per cent (20 to 60)
wHw NTGssd; 452 ss6lis 2 wiiey (55 Qe Smibal 277 eupdb@ss); Tgevster 200 esefis 2 wiiey (20 & Swhel 60)
More than 3.54 lakh in all, including 26,109 new machines in 2026-27
cuwngsib 3.54 el e5516ED Goe; @Fleh 2026-27 @6 26,109 yHw SuibSlnriser
Rs 4,266.47 crore — Punjab Rs 2,056.50 crore, Haryana Rs 1,171.71 crore, Uttar Pradesh Rs 868.67 crore
5.4,266.47 Gag — LgheLl ¢b.2,056.50 Gag, emflwnet epb.1,171.71 Gamg, 2 55001 ITGs&D ¢b.868.67 Gaig.
Short-duration Pusa 2090 and PR126, replacing long-duration Pusa-44
@ sev wam 2090 wHmib 19.847.126; BetorL s Wen-44 &@ nhons
Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM) and Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB)
SMHMIS ST GLONETITENID ShemeTonLD (&.67. &, 61iD.) WHMID WHSIWH sifley HLGEUUTG cunfluibd (£1.19.4.9.)
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POLITY & GOVERNANCE
| sindlievenioli] & syl 8

Bl HarD

Supreme Court issues notice to the Centre and the Election Commission on a plea challenging the blanket immunity given to Election Commissioners
I G156 YEDETILITHEBSHES SieTSELILLL (L(EDOUITET LTGISMLIeDL eTSlT&ELD ey 5] SHEI SiT&s&D Caise6) ShenenilssiseD 2 &8 BHloemid Griesn

On 13 October 2026 a three-judge Bench of the Supreme Court of India, headed by the Chief Justice of India Shri Surya Kant and comprising Justice Joymalya Bagchi and Justice V.
Mohana, issued notice to the Union of India and to the Election Commission of India on a public interest litigation challenging Section 16 of the Chief Election Commissioner and other
Election Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023. The petition has been filed by the Association for Democratic Reforms, a non-profit
organisation long active in electoral reform litigation. Section 16 of the 2023 Act bars civil and criminal proceedings in any court against a serving or former Chief Election
Commissioner or Election Commissioner in respect of any act done in the performance, or the purported performance, of official duty. The petitioner's case is that an immunity of this
width has no parallel for other constitutional functionaries, that it could shield the arbitrary exercise of power and even corruption from judicial scrutiny, and that it therefore violates
Article 14, which guarantees equality before the law, and Article 19. The Bench did not stay the provision and listed the matter tentatively for 2 November 2026. The 2023 Act replaced
the earlier executive practice under which the President appointed the Chief Election Commissioner and the Election Commissioners on the advice of the Council of Ministers alone,
and is itself the subject of separate pending challenges to the composition of its selection committee.

2026 2168Lmui 13 sy, @bHs semeveno BHUH S @& Tw &b seneveniouleoner, LS gmiwomeowm undbd wHmb BHuS efl. Gurserm simd apetn BSuSseT aamesorL

o _&& BH6TD o6y, Hemeveniod CaiHe Syenetonui wHmID LN Gaise pemevnuTaeT (BILLD6DTLD, Lisvoll BlLbsemetaer wHmID Lgellé smeib) &L, 2023 Qe Wifley 16 & erdlise&b
Qg Hev aupssle), B QETLSHEED Dbl Cois6 eneSESSD ChT icsv Signiilug. Caise Sk aupsesefls B sraiwnss aFweL ® auwbD Seomu
BHMSSHN SEIOLILITET QETHILS & H(BSshHEDSHSTE shisD Qb Wemasd STés6 asliglerens. 2023 sl Lsdler 1iifley 16, useiluied 2_eier Si60eE! (eTETTET HenEEMIDS BHTHED
HEDETTILIT SieD6vEI CHITSHED SyeWeTUTILIT L35I, SIS BMIL LTeus SHLenienill HennGeuhnibGLTE Sikbes HennGaubnieusnad sopSLILBLELTE QSILNILTL 6hsE OFWeDeL LTMISSID,
abg BHloeTmSSeid fefled HMID GHDESILIE BLEUSnDSEHMETS HenL ASLEDES. BSSemaIL LTbhs LTHISLIL| HD Tdueenoli Lgel eusliGUTHEE Seene ereTLgID,
SHBMTHS60T BH60TE0FDELITENT LILISTLIM 6DLID eripemevuyd &nl BHSI6mD piieeSbiba B8 LNgionésmésn B ereiLgID, eTent@eu &L 60T (PeT FoSGIUSEMS 2 MIf QFILID

o miiyenr 14 wHmib & niienr 19 sydusuhenn @8 Snidns) eretusib wensmler eungib. BHlwemmib Sibs 1o senL edlsseiliene; aupsenas 2026 HeubLi 2 edTn)
eflFNTenetnsH S (PeiTemeuss (peiteormledli] Siefldsg). dieminésreneud &efletr oGanseneulen sugliLenLuieh I BEL GIWTsS Henevaul Heneenind CoHISH60 S eneunenTUID CHTs60)
SHEWETTILIT SHEmemuD FLILASS] 6UbS (PHenSIL HewL(Wenmeniu 2023 &LLID omHilenogssI; g6 Caieys &@ealsr sienolienu eadisEbD S6fl aups@sEbd Hgleneaiuis o _ererer.

KEY EXAM POINTS

* On 13 October 2026 the Supreme Court issued notice to the Union of India and the Election Commission of India on a public interest litigation against Section 16 of the 2023 CEC and
Election Commissioners Act.
« The Bench comprised Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, Justice Joymalya Bagchi and Justice V. Mohana.
« The petitioner is the Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR).
« Section 16 bars civil or criminal proceedings in any court against a serving or former Chief Election Commissioner or Election Commissioner for acts done in the performance, or purported
performance, of official duty.
« ADR argues the immunity violates Article 14, which guarantees equality before the law, and Article 19.
« ADR's case is that such immunity could shield the arbitrary exercise of power and corruption from judicial scrutiny.
* The provision was not stayed; the matter was listed tentatively for 2 November 2026.
« The full name of the law is the Chief Election Commissioner and other Election Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023.
* 2026 21&GLmLT 13 siedtm, 2023 semevenind GoisHe Spemevonil wHmib Csise pemeviiser s L sHer fle) 16 g erdliseib aung Hev aupsden, bl QamiLssseh Sbdius Coise
HEDELISHSSID 2_&& BHloedTDD GBI 160 S iLIg).
* @b semevemio BALS @& sbs, BHLS gmiiomeowim unéedl wHmud BHuH 6. Gorsem siLmdL sioie| Beng eflenfsss).
* QOIS STHBSSHBEHSSHTET ShHISID (61.19. (. LIS .
* aiflsLl yieus sLenenwl HlennGeubmibGLITE OFLILILILLL QFLIDSEDSSNS, Lseiuls) 2_6Ter D68 (PEITETTET HMeVEDIg GEISH6) ShemeuoTLT Siedes BGBHISH6) SpenevonLl 58| ebs
BHwaTmSHed Aeled Siebevg GHDETILIE) BHLugdenasenel Lifley 16 senL asLEDE.
* LSS (pedT FloIeuSemS 2 MiFl QFid 2 niienr 14 whnib 2 miyenr 19 syduiauhenn bsti LTgisi NIEME) 66T 61.19. 3. eunHBADE.
* aiflsMTHSlein HedreflFemaWITenT LLeTUM 6wLID Lerpemeviid BHldgienn el bhs SoSenaiL LTSS OenDHESsn (BLD 6T6ITLIS) 6.19. (. 6UTHLD.
* abg elFE&S HewL allFlssluLelcoens; aupde 2026 meubul 2 sisitn) eflenTenaée (Wetarmleling asuiu’Lg).
* SLLSS60 (gl LW Semeueniog Gaige Spemetonuy pmid D GaTHe0 Syemetonuiser (LoD, Levofl ElLbeeneTaeT pmib LseAs &meb) LD, 2023.
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Provision challenged
erdlisalnlL efid

Bench
Siofey
Petitioner
LOEISMIIT
Constitutional articles invoked
(WeiTemEUSSUILLL STV 2 ML |eDT&H6T
Notice issued to
Grmliesn S L e &6t
Next hearing
2B53 eNlenTeneuor
Constitutional basis of the Commission
ShEWETTTLISH 60T HTHULIVEMIDLIL| SigLILIEDL

Section 16 of the Chief Election Commissioner and other Election Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of
Office) Act, 2023
Beweenind CaIHe Qyemevonu wHmID 1 CaIHe SyemetonLTse (Hlioeotd, Lssoll HubseneTasT HmIDd ugeils smeulb) sLiDb, 2023 et
9ifley 16
Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, Justice Joymalya Bagchi and Justice V. Mohana
B semevenio BHUS @Tw ebd, BHLS gmiiomeowm unéd whmubd BHUS 6. Gonseort
Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR), by public interest litigation
QETBMNLS ETHBSSHRISEHSHNET SMhisID (61.19.Si.), OIS HEL EUPHE CLPEILD
Article 14 (equality before the law) and Article 19
2_miiewr 14 (5L Sletr (pedT sioggiaub) HOID 2 miijenT 19
The Union of India and the Election Commission of India
S Periwid HDID SIS GaiseH 2yewevonLid
Tentatively 2 November 2026; the provision was not stayed
wetteorileNliuns 2026 meubu 2; eflHées seml eflHlésliLeisenen
Article 324 of the Constitution vests the superintendence, direction and control of elections in the Election Commission of India
Baiigevaerfleor Gubumiemey, SuidbaD wHOID sLEIUT L SbSlid CoisHe SpenammusHLLD ardicenoliisr 2 niijenr 324
QLD SEE)
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India hosts the first-ever BIMSTEC Home Ministers' Meeting in New Delhi; the Delhi Declaration is adopted
I L&l $l60aludied (P61 (PEMMILITE LIDEVEILE 2_6THIEnD SNEMIDEFTSHET Fnl L Hewd SbHWIm HLSSws); $evedl simlediy enali L &

On 13 October 2026 India hosted the first-ever Home Ministers' Meeting of the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation in New Delhi. The
meeting was chaired by Shri Amit Shah, Union Minister of Home Affairs and of Cooperation, who also led the Indian delegation, and was preceded by a Senior Officials' Meeting led by
the Union Home Secretary. All seven member countries — Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Thailand — took part. The decision to institute Home Ministers'
meetings was taken at the Fourth BIMSTEC Summit in 2018, and the holding of the first such meeting in India was among the initiatives announced by the Prime Minister at the Sixth
BIMSTEC Summit in Bangkok on 4 April 2025. The meeting adopted the Delhi Declaration, which calls for a unified regional stand against cross-border terrorism, terror financing,
radicalisation, narcotics, trafficking in persons, cybercrime and organised crime. Ministers agreed on five areas of cooperation — drug control; counter-terrorism and legal cooperation;
repatriation of fugitive criminals; cyber security and cybercrime investigation; and institutional cooperation and capacity building. Five instruments were approved: the BIMSTEC
Convention against Trafficking in Persons; the BIMSTEC Plan of Action on Drug Control; a Memorandum of Understanding on capacity building to combat money laundering and terror
financing; a Plan of Action on illicit financial flows and their prevention; and a Plan of Action for enhancing preparedness and coordination to address natural disasters in the Bay of
Bengal region. A proposed BIMSTEC disaster-management centre at Jamnagar in Gujarat was discussed. Shri Amit Shah described drug trafficking as death trafficking and offered to
share Indian expertise in police training, counter-terrorism operations and forensic investigation.
2026 216@LmuT 13 siedtm, aurbiser efiflGLT LebgIenD OSTHELHIL L LOHMID ALINIEEMSMS &n.l (Bey (WeTIpWHAUTET 2_6THInMm HDIDEFTEH6T dnl L SHWS (S0 (PEDOWINGS EHSIWIT g
Fevedlufled HLSSHWISI. LSS 2_eTgIenD LHDID Fnl BDEYS Sl AeMOEFT H(b Al g Bhsd &nl L SEIHSS HEMEMI0 ST bFUIsH Genaud eufibLSSleomm; BsnE&
(PEITEUTHNS LOSHEUI 2_6TEHIEDME QFIIETETT HenEenlouled cpss AHSMIHET fnl LD HenLOUDDE!. eUhISTETESHEWD, L LTedT, @hHw, WBlwinednof, Grunemd, erkiens, STLNbE S e
2 il HTBSEBLD H6VHEI O\GTEOITL 6T, 2_6TSHIEND AMIDFFTSHET &nl L hisenar HNIQD (196 2018 SHib SpetorB HewLOUDD HsoTemeug) [beveé 2 &4 b ied er@éslulLS);
85508\ (pS6) Fnl Lsens SbHlwnelsd BLSgieus, 2025 erimed 4 Siehin) UMhISTES6 HewLaUDD nreus) LbsveLs 2 &8 bl Tl srflelids wetwwihdaserfled 6eomi.
6T60EMED LIS LILIGRISTEUTSID, LkisTeuns HElwse, Salreunsionése, GUTensll QUGBS Dafes SLS560, SeneuiLs GHDID HNID G(LHSEMESILLL GSHDD SELUDNISEES eTHins
Q(BrhiSlemevonhg LTMHSW BHleneLm_enLés Caneph Sleved smleilenu Bbsé sl LD anméaseorLgl. Gurengl aumeT SLBUUTGR; LWhkiSTeuns erSlily whmib L @&H5emnpli;
HEDELEDNESH GDHmeuraflsHenens Slmibl QULEDL §56; Senevonll LTSI HMID Genetonids GHM ellsnTenevor; EinieueT &giemioli] HnIb SHmer GbLN® Sy BHs QSSIenplLsH
BIEDDSHEHHS SNEMIDEETHET GQLILGBEHTCOITL6UTT. b Sb6UETONHIGET eIHSLILIL L 60T: D6ufl56 HLSSWIHS erdinmer [ibevaLd eULIbsD; GuTensll OUNH6T &L BT (BHSTET [bevaLd C1FLID
HLID; LevorGlonsig. LoHmID LWfiSTens HSlugelenw erdli gt Gunmn@®id Hmwerr Guobum’ Bésner Uflbgleoie QUUbsD; s LeAGINs HIF LMiEss6T HNID SieuHennS SHLILSHSTET
awed FHLID; aurbisner efifleLm mmbAHwisHed Suihens CUIfiLTsemer eTSTOSMETEBLD SUIMTHenEEMIILD QEhideneoonisnLib GubLBSSID aswe S L. GRImSEer gmbdmbeifled
wetrewomAwiti L 19beveLs GuifiLi Geaumesorenlo enwid &HdE efleundlésLilLgl. GLTEnSL! OLNIHET SHLSHS6meV LOT6uuTd: SLSSH60 eTeurd Sl S aqm euTeool|SSNT; SMeuedgIenDL
LIHE, LwkisTeIns T HL el sHenssar, SLelic ellsnTenson odweuhiis) SbHwineler Bleordsgieus 1 LTSI QISBT6ITET IEUT (LETTEUBSITT.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« India hosted the first-ever BIMSTEC Home Ministers' Meeting in New Delhi on 13 October 2026, chaired by Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah.
« All seven member countries took part: Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Thailand.
« The meeting adopted the Delhi Declaration against cross-border terrorism, terror financing, radicalisation, narcotics, trafficking in persons, cybercrime and organised crime.
* The decision to hold Home Ministers' meetings was taken at the Fourth BIMSTEC Summit in 2018.
« Five areas of cooperation were agreed: drug control; counter-terrorism and legal cooperation; repatriation of fugitive criminals; cyber security and cybercrime investigation; and institutional
cooperation and capacity building.
« Five instruments were approved, led by the BIMSTEC Convention against Trafficking in Persons and the BIMSTEC Plan of Action on Drug Control.
+ ABIMSTEC disaster-management centre proposed at Jamnagar, Gujarat, was discussed; the Prime Minister had proposed a BIMSTEC Centre of Excellence for Disaster Management in
India at the Sixth Summit in Bangkok on 4 April 2025.
* BIMSTEC was founded by the Bangkok Declaration of 6 June 1997; its Secretariat is at Dhaka and its Secretary-General is Ambassador Indra Mani Pandey of India.
* 2026 2x&GLmui 13 seirmi Ug) Flevedlufied (1psed (emmins LNDeVEIL& 2_6TEHIEnD HMIDFFTSHET fnl L SHens @hHWN HLSEWIS); 0SH 2_eTgienm LHMID sl Bneys SHiewm JNenEST HOS aqm
HEMEVEOLD HMTAIEEOTT.
* QurhlETeTGHS1D, Ly Lmedt, @b, wuinedtof, Grunend, Seorkiens, SMLVMHE Sl el 2 I HTBSEBD HE0hE| O\SHTEToTL6or.
* 6T60EMEV HLIHG LILIBISTEUTSLID, LILkisTas Hidusel, SalTaunsionsae, Gureng QUNET, Wwellsé HLS56), Senenuéd GDDID, QQhGMSSEILL GHDD WELDNIEES erdlTmer Sesd
anflefily sl Lg).
* 2 _6THIEND HMIDFFTSHET &l LaGHED6T BLSSID (096 2018 b yetor(® HretTsmeus) LNDevEL S 2 &8l LMBHMLIG6) eTBSSBLLLLEI.
* @& RSSIEMLILIS SlewmaEeT QULGHASTETETILLL 60T GUTensLl aUMBET SLBEUUNE; LWrhisTeuns eTSlilL LHNID &L QS8IenPLl]; SEnaLenDed GhHneureflaeneT QUILIEDL S56); SenevoriLl
ungisiy whnid Genevonuié GHM eflFmTenetor; HimieueT Q&gienpl] HDID Hmer Gbum(.
* wellsd HLESNIHS erdnmet LbevELS QULBSD LHMID CUTEnSL AUTHST SLBLLTL.B&HSTeT LIbaveLs QFuwIe) S LD 2 6TLL Db SbeUSTThISET ahELILIL L 6DT.
* BRINS LMbpsfled (perawmAwiin’L 1fibsver & GulLi Geomes: o emwowid efleundleHsIuLg); 2025 alimed 4 SiedTm| UMThisTE Spmreus) £ &8 nmiliqe, BhHuwineied Wibeverds Gurfly
Guoevnesoreming SAMLiL| emLowid SiemiodaLl TSI (PesTaLmAbS .
* 1997 g96ir 6 unrusné siflefiinfler eweuld WibevEL& HIMEUILLL §I; SiFHeT OFWESD Libsnele) £_eeng); O&wef mmusd SbSHwnelsr snai b wevofl LmesorGL.
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Meeting and venue
& LD oHmIb LI
Chaired by
BHEDEVEWLD SHTThISILIEUT
Outcome document
eflemeney| Sp6u6wOID
BIMSTEC full form
fibeveLé efifleunssid
Founded
Bmeutiu’Lg)
Members and Secretariat
2_nIifenise HMID E1FIIVEHD
Secretary-General
QFWIEVT [HTWLISLD

First-ever BIMSTEC Home Ministers' Meeting, New Delhi, 13 October 2026
(PS6D (WEDDIITET LIDEEILE 2_6THIEDD HeMIDEFTSH6T Fnl LD, Ligl Hlevedl, 2026 sisGLmuy 13
Shri Amit Shah, Union Minister of Home Affairs and of Cooperation
B s16l% aqn, LSS 2_eTgIenD LHMID dal BDES HIEDD HEWIDFST
The Delhi Declaration, with five agreed areas of cooperation and five approved instruments
Flevedl mfleliy; g @SSIMIOLLS SIEDDEET HMID BHS! NS L ShEUETOThISET
Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation
eurtisen eflifl@LT LebgIEDD HlebBIL L oHMID 6L 5 gl (BMEY (Wedrpwmél
6 June 1997 by the Bangkok Declaration, as BIST-EC; renamed BIMSTEC at the First Summit in 2004
1997 g6l 6 SisiTm) LTINS Siflefinfledr cLpevid, el -Fral ereor; 2004 (w60 2 &8 MBI DeELE 66Tl QLILIT oMHmID

Seven members — Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand; Secretariat at Dhaka

e 2 nIferiser — eurhEneT@SELD, LI L 6T, @b, lunetiof, Grunetd, Serkiens, STLMbS); OFIVSD LTSl
Ambassador Indra Mani Pandey of India, in office since January 2024

Sndwnelle s185T SbS wevofl LmesorGL; 2024 gmeveurf] (&6d LseTuled
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PM GatiShakti National Master Plan completes five years; the Network Planning Group has evaluated 421 projects worth about Rs 20.23 lakh crore

sl WS sHesE Gall LB LD Bhg eTBHeaT Hlenme) OFLSE!; auemeImIOLILS HILLIOL 6D &R s ¢5.20.23 el &b Gamg wéllijerer 421 FHi L higener
wHISH eslgETenE

The PM GatiShakti National Master Plan completed five years on 13 October 2026, having been launched by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi in New Delhi on 13 October 2021
as a whole-of-government approach to integrated infrastructure planning. The geospatial platform that carries the plan was built indigenously by the Bhaskaracharya National Institute
for Space Applications and Geo-informatics, known as BISAG-N, and now integrates more than 1,800 data layers drawn from 58 Central ministries and departments and from all 36
States and Union Territories, supported by more than 65 software modules and over 100 mobile and web applications. The Network Planning Group, the inter-ministerial body that
appraises projects for multimodal connectivity and last-mile linkage, has evaluated 421 projects worth about Rs 20.23 lakh crore. The platform's reach was widened in September 2025
with the launch of the Unified Geospatial Interface, part of the PM GatiShakti Public platform, which extends selected analytics to private entities and to citizens, alongside the
Knowledge Management System, the Decentralised Data Uploading and Management System and a project dashboard. Phase by phase the plan widened from eight key
infrastructure ministries and 71 projects in 2022-23 to social-sector integration and the onboarding of all 36 States and Union Territories in 2023-24, economic-sector integration and
the launch of the District Master Plan in 2024-25, and 352 projects evaluated by February 2026. On 6 October 2026 the Union Cabinet approved the setting up of the Integrated
Transport and Logistics Authority as a special purpose vehicle under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, which will prepare a rolling National Transport Master Plan, carry out the
technical appraisal of Central transport projects of Rs 500 crore and above and build a National Transport Data Repository. The whole effort is aligned to the vision of a developed
India by 2047.
2021 2168Lnui 13 siedtm) g HeveSlufeh imsion S pCIHHT Gordluimed agm_rhsiu’L Nrso whHf sfesd CaAwl aUIBL HILLD, QEHHDeDTHs 2 6T Lenlolid
LA QISSHTET (PR ST HTDISPenDUInsG, 2026 1&BLILT 13 si6iTn) bl hevurBoHener Henme)y O5LSS. Bbss HLSmss sMhGD Lell SLeflieh Semb, Lmevarmésmiwm
eflesoraieuelll LeTUTB&6T HID Lells seeueded G5l HnieueTid, igmeug) Ligné-eredr, cpeld 2 6Tl GaGW 2 HeuTésLillLg); 58 1SS SennésshiseT HMID
glemmaefleSibsid, 36 wnlevrhiser wHMID eeTHiw ITCsEhsET SienearsHleddhald aupliulL 1,800 &&b GuhLLL 516 SBEGSmeT 88 QBhHmesEADS); 65 &&b GohLL L
QUDEITEILINBET &nmisEnD, 100 &@&W GuhHULL ensliGud HMIb enevonus aFLSsEHD @5DE&S slemetr HDH&TmeT. Leelens CUTSEeUTSHE enevoriL HmId Snifl &L
BeneoiiybeEnss HLLhisener FHUIBD SenEE6MHISHEDSHE SBemLGUILITET HHemLILITET euenaenolis SHLLIOL 6 &g, &omT ¢5.20.23 elsib Ganyg wéhlliyeter 421 S L hishener
wHIIE eFligeTens. 2025 astiLbLfled Qidleneoths el SLeluic QenL (s ASTLRISLILLLSET cpeld sensdler efisa: eNfleyuBssiulLg); KNigsw b sHaesbd eLng sensHer
Q@ LGS wner B8, GaIbASBSGLILLL LGLLMLIESETS Seufl HDIeeThsEhSED GloésEhsEh BLlabsng); sirfley Goemeeno SiemLli, LTeuendsliulL $1e6)| LbGaubmib
wHnIb GLoevnesorenio Siemioli], S L& SHesorameuolllis semd gpdliieneud Bzl 6 2 _etater. 2022-23 @6 6T(B (WHHI 2_6T&L LMoL SIeDDEEFSHHIGET HMID 71 S L rhiserfled
gLk, 2023-24 6 Fep5S Hlewn Qubhidensoori] wHnIb 36 wnhlerkiseT wHnIb eBiwil ITCHEhsET JlenaTSHansub Benevmsse, 2024-25 @6 AUNHETSNTS SlenD
QIS LHMID WTeUC L1 LGD SI'Ls asTLésb, 2026 Wireufl euemr 352 S Liser wHITE ereor @SS LD Ligliquins efifleusnLbsg. 2026 &GLLT 6 SiedTm), euetflsid
HOIDd OBMPlE) Siemi&essFlet S Q@ Al Chrés Hn [0 e GuITE $&| LOHNID HETEUTL SHEDETTLISENS HeMI&HS LSS Semip&sTenel QLIS Sieldssl; S8l
&1ped (empuied GaA GUTSGTSHEIL OB S LHmss sSWféEL, ob.500 Galg whHnIb SisnHE& GohULL weHw CUTsEGaTSHES S Lhsefler asmblemIL L SIS L
Gunesmenend, GaAl GUIEGITSSHIS STaH SLhiens 2 HauTsGD. 2047 Qb Spevunqed eueTihs SbSIWN eT6dTm LUNTeneuLL 6T &b (R WWHALD BenertébaliLL. BeTens).

KEY EXAM POINTS

« The PM GatiShakti National Master Plan was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 13 October 2021 and completed five years on 13 October 2026.
* The geospatial platform was built indigenously by BISAG-N — the Bhaskaracharya National Institute for Space Applications and Geo-informatics.
« It integrates more than 1,800 data layers from 58 Central ministries and departments and all 36 States and Union Territories.
« It carries more than 65 software modules and over 100 mobile and web applications.
* The Network Planning Group has evaluated 421 projects worth about Rs 20.23 lakh crore.
« The Unified Geospatial Interface, part of the PM GatiShakti Public platform, was launched in September 2025 and opens selected analytics to private entities and the public.
« The Union Cabinet approved the Integrated Transport and Logistics Authority on 6 October 2026, as a special purpose vehicle under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.
« The Authority will prepare a rolling National Transport Master Plan, technically appraise Central transport projects of Rs 500 crore and above, and build a National Transport Data Repository.
* Grsof pCrhHr Guorduimed 2021 sisGLIUT 13 sietrn agMLhsiulL Nrgo whHfl sHess ol auwmd SHLb, 2026 a1&GLIUT 13 SisiTm) obs) SyeturBsenan Hlenne)| O&FLSS).
* umelvagmssmiwm eXledorasuerlt LwedTUTB 6T wHNID Lels sseuediicd Gadlu Bimeuend — 1ens-erer — @bsl Lel SLeluie sendens 2 6ThIigGaGW 2 ([HeuTsaug.
* 58 S H SiemEFHMHIBET HMID SennaeT, 36 nblerkissT HnID eemiwil ITGsahiseT SienearsHedmhaid 1,800 &@Ww GuhUlL sI6| SBESSmeT B8 QBHhHDTSADS).
* 65 &©Ib GHULL QLETOLNHET dnnIsEHD, 100 &@b GunulL ensliGud whmib Genevonué a5 wedsEHD BFe 2_efereor.
* QueDEIEDLOLILS SILLIOIL6) &R &1om ¢b.20.23 eulaid Gamg wHlierer 421 FLhisenar HITE OFLIGTETS.
* Wrsio S sHssd aung sersdHlen LGSneT Qhdanembs Lol SLeiiis e (s 2025 asibuifle) asTisluLg); CaihesB&SILLL LGLLMLE ST SeofluiT
BNEUETRISEBSSLD OIS &ESHEHEEGD B HnsHEANEI.
* 2026 21&@LLT 6 Si60Tm), euettllaid WHMID ABMPlE Semiseasdler S Ay Grrée BHMeUeTONS QbhSmeIHS CUTSS6UTSSI LHNID SETEUTL HEHETILISSISS LSS AEHEFTEDEU
LIz siefSss).
* &ilped (e Cadlll GUTdGeuTSEIT QLB SILLLD, ¢5.500 Gayg wHmIb SiBH& GuHULL eSS S Lhsefler asmilom L wHITE, Cadwl GUTEGTSHIS ST6yd SHLhE Sene Sbs
2HEDEUOTILIS 60T LisToflS6T.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Launch date and fifth anniversary Launched 13 October 2021; five years completed on 13 October 2026
QBTL&E [BTeT OMHMID LHSHTD Sh6do1® 2021 216G 13 oiedtm)| 68T &a(D; 2026 SisGLILT 13 oi60tm) eibs petur® Hlemmey
Platform builder BISAG-N — Bhaskaracharya National Institute for Space Applications and Geo-informatics
BHONHEDS 2_(HEUTSHSIL SieWLoLIL| &nd-eredT — LIMeN samiuin elesoreleuerll LWIGGTLTBSET LHMID Lefld Saeusdiied G5l Bimieueorid
Data integration More than 1,800 data layers from 58 Central ministries and departments and all 36 States and Union Territories
BIT6Y Q(BhiSlemevori 58 il sieminégFshseT HMID Henmaer, 36 wrlemkissr HnIDd el TCsahseT SemearsdledmhaId 1,800 @b GuhulL sTey
DABESS6T
Appraisal body and record Network Planning Group (NPG) — 421 projects worth about Rs 20.23 lakh crore evaluated
SIS G Siewioli| HDID ENHEnET suemeIEHIOLILS HILIAIL 6D &g (67607.19.88.) — &womy eb.20.23 uLlgib Gamg. wHllierer 421 S LiuaeT wHSE
Public interface Unified Geospatial Interface, launched September 2025 under the PM GatiShakti Public platform
oung| SewL(P&ID QOhRAemenHs el SLefis) enLpsib; KiTso whHH sHesd aung sensdler Sp 2025 aslibufle) OSTL&SLD
New authority approved Integrated Transport and Logistics Authority (ITLA), approved by the Union Cabinet on 6 October 2026
SUILSHE OUHD LS ShemeTomnLid Fal bl s GuUNE &8I LOHMID SETEUTL. SheWETONLID (£2.19.6760.67.); 2026 216CLILT 6 60T LSS SeMIDEETEME GRLILISED
ITLA appraisal threshold Technical appraisal of Central transport projects of Rs 500 crore and above
.19.6760.61. HOSL B eumiby 5.500 Gaig oI SiHH&S GHULL WSS GUTEGMTSSIS S Liuseflsr asmplemi L wHISE
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Indian Navy to commission the indigenous multi-purpose vessel Samarthak, built by Larsen and Toubro, at Karwar on 16 October 2026
I eumi&edT Sievorl. BUGHT FimieueoTid sLiqul & aTHT.BL LGHTESES SLIL6 &oiH5s 2026 216GLIUT 16 sistrm) snreufled @bSlws sLpusnLuie CaisasiuB@aEns)

On 13 October 2026 the Ministry of Defence announced that the Indian Navy will commission the indigenously built multi-purpose vessel Samarthak at the Naval Base in Karwar,
Karnataka, on 16 October 2026. Samarthak is described by the Navy as the first of four multi-purpose vessels being inducted, and has been built by Larsen and Toubro Limited under
the Make in India initiative. The ship was constructed at the company's Kattupalli shipyard near Chennai in Tamil Nadu and was launched there on 14 October 2024, before delivery to
the Navy on 27 August 2026; the second vessel of the class, Utkarsh, is undergoing sea trials. The contract for the class was signed between the Ministry of Defence and Larsen and
Toubro on 25 March 2022 at a cost of about Rs 887 crore. Samarthak displaces about 3,750 tonnes, measures 107 metres in length and 18.6 metres in beam, and has a speed of
about 15 knots. Its primary roles are maritime surveillance and patrol, and it is also designed for low-intensity maritime operations, the deployment of targets and the conduct of trials,
service as a mothership for unmanned and autonomous systems, humanitarian assistance and disaster relief including conversion to a limited hospital ship, and salvage operations.
Its combat suite integrates indigenous sensors, weapons and electronic systems. The ship's crest shows an Indian elephant rising from the waves, symbolising strength, intelligence
and agility, and its motto in Sanskrit means Victory is Our Sole Aim.
2026 2168LmuT 13 siedtml, 2 emhmlig GG s LI L LOCHTESS SHLILVNET F0I555H6ms, 2026 H&GLMUT 16 Si6dTn) SIHILS MED SMTeUTT SLHUDLS Sarsdle) SbHlwié
sLDUenL U0 GET&SSILGBLD eredTm| LIS Sienéesd sinflelisss. sLpLenLuie) GaiésiuBb breneg LaGhreEds sliLsaefle (pseneaug) sidses e sLhumL SOILIIGADS);
Gé @61 @S wedrpwihHulesr S eomieedr sievor BLUGTT 6B Bimieueid Bensd sLIqWeT6NS). SOIDHILIGE OFOTEnETSHE UHEH 2_6iTem SibHinieueTdHleir e Brierer] sl
sLEW sensdled @& HLLILLE, 2024 266LILT 14 siediny ki@ Biflsd @nésiiulLg); 2026 gysevl. 27 6T SLHLEOLEHE QLUEDLSSILLLE!; Sbhs euGLiler STeoorneug) sLILeTeT
2 _saiiel sL6) Bensenearsefled 2 eongl. &bd euELLbener QULUbBSD 2022 Té 25 Siedrm| LTSS SenEEsSSIHELD eoTse et BLGTTeys@L SenL Gl &iomT ¢5.887 Gag
HIIT6) EDBENIRSSTETE). FoTHSS &omT 3,750 Ledr Bl Lwiiédl asesorg); 107 5L Berd, 18.6 BLLIT SisevlD, &iom 15 sLed emLosd Geusid. HLEVET SetoraesofliL| obmib Grmbs)
Ba6t1 (oeiTemioll LisoollaeT; Genmibd $616 SLESTT HLellbansser, Bes&sHenar HNISHsIH6 wHMID CFTSeaTa6T BLSSIBHED, Syefleveur HNID SeTellFans SUInki@ HeDOLILSEDSHSS
Hié SLILNSEE QFLELBSHED, wellgmioner 2 sefl whmibd GufLT Hleumresonid — euenTuUnIGESILLL OBSSIUS SLILETS WIHNIeUH 26U — WL HLeISEnSS6T JHELDNISESD S&I
QeSS (BeTag). 2 _6THN (B 2_60ufl&6T, SWiShiser, LileiTeoTem) SienliseneT g6 CUTTSH OSTELIL QbhiSanermsbang). senesaflelmhal er(oh SbSul wnener Sger
&edrenni; euellemio, Sirfley, HMISMI‘IL] HAWUDePDS GUSADSI; FHHBESSH 0 2_6Ter BH60T (P&ssHle auNmeT aeuHMIGW Bog GBI EMEGsTET.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« The Ministry of Defence announced on 13 October 2026 that the multi-purpose vessel Samarthak will be commissioned at Naval Base Karwar, Karnataka, on 16 October 2026.
« Samarthak is described by the Navy as the first of four multi-purpose vessels being inducted; the second, Utkarsh, is in sea trials.
« The ship was built by Larsen and Toubro Limited under Make in India, at its Kattupalli shipyard near Chennai, Tamil Nadu, and was launched on 14 October 2024.
« It was delivered to the Navy on 27 August 2026; the class contract was signed with the Ministry of Defence on 25 March 2022 for about Rs 887 crore.
« Samarthak displaces about 3,750 tonnes, is 107 metres long and 18.6 metres in beam, with a speed of about 15 knots.
 Primary roles are maritime surveillance and patrol; it also serves as a mothership for unmanned and autonomous systems.
« Other roles include low-intensity maritime operations, target deployment and trials, humanitarian assistance and disaster relief with conversion to a limited hospital ship, and salvage.
« Its crest depicts an Indian elephant rising from the waves, symbolising strength, intelligence and agility, and its Sanskrit motto means Victory is Our Sole Aim.
* LOBHTESS &Lied F0TS55S 2026 2SGLMLT 16 Si6hTn STHILST SMTEUM SLOUDLS Sersdled Gaisbalu@b eetm 2026 s6GLILT 13 Sishin) LTSS Sienéssid sflelidss).
* GsI&HaUILGBLD BT LLGHTESS SHLLeEeT (pseneus) FiSss eern sLbhuenL GHLNGHADE; Sreuneugner 2 g6 sLe Gsngeanearsefle £_erers).
* Guwé Qeir @bHwm S eomiseT Sievor BUGTT eSLALL, SOPHT 1960 F6sTEmenT SNBES 2 6o SN (BLiLeTer Hlied SensHled enss sLliquig); 2024 isELMLT 14 sisttn) Biflsd @nésiiuLLg).
* 2026 syameivl 27 16T HLHLEDL &S RUUDLSSHILLLSI; euGLi @UUbSID 2022 omié 25 siedtm) &ionf ¢6.887 Gameé&s ens:aIRSSTeTS).
* gonf 3,750 Lebr Bt euwiéd), 107 5L Bembd, 18.6 LT Sis6uid, aionfy 15 &L6) enoeh Geusid.
* BLELENT Sevoranenoiiliy HmIDd Combg) (WeedTemioll Letoflger; Speflebeur WHMID Seierlléens Suirhi@ HeDLILSHEDHSS SHiG SHLLLNSEID OFILIOLBLD.
* ODHS $6iIéH HLESTT BLASMSEHET, Be06H& HNSsD wHNID Gengeneraer, weflgmilmer 2 gefl wHmb GuIfiL BHleunTeuid — suenTWMSSLILLL OBSHEI6US SLILIETS NHDLD 26T —
B uetollse Spéluieneu 1D Lisoollge.
* siemesemlediphbgl eT(g S wWnenenr Bseir Hedteotid; cueSlemio, sirfle, HMIGFDILEDLSE GBISADS!; FIHE®S (Wi&HSH6T LN AeuDBIGW Hog GG GM&GHTeT.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Ship and class
&LiL6d LMD euGLIL
Builder and shipyard
&L1qu1 EIM|66DTLD LoMMID SH6rbd
Commissioning
sLhHuemLUfsd Gariy
Contract
QULBSD
Dimensions and speed
Sieneys6T HNID Geusid
Second vessel of the class
au@LIiler @reorLmeus) SLiLieh
Crest and motto
SledTeuriD LMD (LPLPEHELD

Samarthak, a Multi-Purpose Vessel (MPV); the Navy calls it the first of four such vessels

FDT555, QB LOBHTESS sLLed (erd.19.61.); 85 1 B6TS SLILILSETE (PSeVTeug) 16T sLhLenL GBILLBGEADS
Larsen and Toubro Limited, at its Kattupalli shipyard near Chennai, Tamil Nadu

eun&eoT Sietorl. BUGTT eSAleILL, SIDHIL 16D lF6dTenerT BB S (BrieTer HLLIED HeTHHled

16 October 2026, Naval Base Karwar, Karnataka
2026 21&GLuf 16, sMieuni SLhUeDLS S6ND, ST BILST
Signed with the Ministry of Defence on 25 March 2022 for about Rs 887 crore
2022 & 25 Siedi) UMHISIL HeMOEESHSGIL60T &M €5.887 GaHNMy&H@&d eneHeIIRSS]
About 3,750 tonnes displacement, 107 metres long, 18.6 metres beam, about 15 knots
gomT 3,750 Lebr B0 euwiiéd), 107 5LLT emb, 18.6 UL siseuid, &lomT 15 &Le emLoed
Utkarsh, undergoing sea trials
2_ssiel, sL6) Gengeneasefleh 2_aens)
An Indian elephant rising from the waves; the motto means Victory is Our Sole Aim
siemesefledlphal 6T SHSIL WTeneT; (P&&SEET OLMBET QleuDBIGW Hog KGT GmléCaTeT
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ECONOMY & INTERNATIONAL
I eINBeTSMILD & FTeuGHED

MEDIUM

IMF releases the World Economic Outlook, October 2026 at Bangkok and raises India's growth forecast for 2026 to 7 per cent
UMMhi&Mé&&led 260811 QLTHeTTSMTE &esorGetort L LD, 2isGLILT 2026 ainflsensenw aeueflui’L sTeuGses mrevonu HiSwid; 2026 b SpetorBéener Sbslwineller eueriée
(pedrenrrilefilienu 7 eseligons 2 wiTSHwig)

On 13 October 2026 the International Monetary Fund released its flagship World Economic Outlook for October 2026, subtitled Resilience Under Strain, Urgent Choices, on the
second day of the 2026 Annual Meetings of the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank Group at the Queen Sirikit National Convention Center in Bangkok, Thailand.
Thailand is hosting the Annual Meetings for the second time, having last done so in 1991. The Fund raised India's growth forecast for 2026 to 7 per cent, an upgrade of 0.6 percentage
points, that is 60 basis points, over its July 2026 update and 0.5 percentage points over April 2026, and projected 7 per cent again for 2027 against actual growth of 7.8 per cent in
2025. On a calendar-year basis India is projected to grow 7.4 per cent in 2026 and 7 per cent in 2027, making it the fastest-growing major economy. World output is projected to slow
to 3.1 per cent in 2026 from 3.5 per cent in 2025 before recovering to 3.4 per cent in 2027; advanced economies are placed at 2.1 per cent in 2026 and emerging market and
developing economies at 3.7 per cent, down from 4.5 per cent in 2025. China is projected at 4.5 per cent for 2026 and 4 per cent for 2027, and the United States at 2.3 per cent in both
years. The Fund attributes India's upgrade to domestic demand and services activity while cautioning that India is not insulated from the global energy shock; its baseline assumes the
Strait of Hormuz reopens in March 2027. On the same day the Fund released its other flagship report, the Global Financial Stability Report for October 2026, subtitled Resilience, Risk,
and Transformation, which flagged artificial-intelligence-related concentration risk, stretched asset valuations and cyber risk.

2026 o1&6Lmui 13 ierm), smieonbgl UMhisnéedsd 2 etem qmeofl AflAL o BTG WSS BenLaubn sT6uGss mrevon EEWID wHNID 2 06 eurhidld GpwsdHer 2026
o[BS Fnl Lhiserleor @resorLmib mrerfled, &TeuGss Hrevon HSIID ST (PSHETEHLD HBEENSITET 260611 LNIHETTSTE &HevorGevonmi_LID, si&bGLMLT 2026 & eeueflullL&i; Sigedr
BHIEDETS HWOLIL| Si(RSSSH\601 S BeTFmedT, SeusT GoiTeyser. Hiiiebs SretorLeus) (Peouins: Sibd SeBs fnl L hisenem HLSSIEDE!; ey 1991 6 BLoHwg. 2026 b
yetoTBEBTeT QbHwineledr euenisd (ererrmedlienu 7 sselisons HHwid 2 wifsSwug; Q& 2026 goeme ugiliilenu el 0.6 sseisl Leteflser, sigmeug 60 sigliLemLL LiaTeflaer,
wHmib 2026 erimemey eXlL 0.5 s6fisl Leeaflaer 2 uiiey; 2027 b SetorB&HELD 7 §86851D 61601 (WedteviBlafdaiiL’ Bereng); 2025 &6 2_etoreniowinenr eueni&sl 7.8 g56isLD. B s Lg
2ye001(® SigliLemLuleh @bHwim 2026 Qe 7.4 szeiawid, 2027 @6 7 g56i5(D eueT(HLD 6revr (edremilelsaliLl Bereng); & SbSHlineneu GeusLons eueTIBLD (PSHETEMLOLI OLTIHETTSHMILONGS
5GHDGI. 208 2_Husd 2025 Q6 3.5 ss6issHedmhal 2026 &6 3.1 sa6iswned Genmbsl, 2027 6 3.4 ss6is0Ns L5EHD; eueTIhs eUNGaMSMIRGET 2026 @6 2.1 s56i51D;
GUETTTTHE) EUBLD FHemS LHMID EUETHLD eLMeTTaMIRGEeT 2025 Q6 4.5 sa6ia5560mha 3.7 F66is0M68 GemDWD. Serm 2026 @6 4.5 sa6lisb 2027 Q6 4 sa6iswb, s6wEsT &b
yeorBsefaid 2.3 s86figplbd a6 (eireormiefGaliLL Beeng). 26T (BS Gsemeu HMID Bseneusd slewmé aFwIELTEL SbSwneller 2 _uiT6ysH&s SMIeouiD eTedTm HHIWID &nDISDEI;
2185 GrrsdHled 2 _evaemmeiiu aflesd) SiflisAuledmhs bSwn eles@ eLDDSee erer erésflddns); ammiwsv Biflewevr 2027 wiédled WedorBD HNEHGLID 6TeTLS] SiB6T SiQLILEDLE
seooflli]. 2185 mrerled, HHLID SHeoTE! LHADTH (PSETEMLD SBSEDEHILITET 2608 B Henadseteny Simlbans, asGLILT 2026 guib aeuafluillLg); 86T Sleneours semeoli BeTHeor,
SL1T wHIIb 2 GBIHDLD; AFWIHens Histuresomiey &Mibhs asmey 8L, Blenslu@SsiulL asnss s, Senevont QLT pdweunenn 88 SL1GESSMIGUIS).

KEY EXAM POINTS

« The IMF released the World Economic Outlook, October 2026, subtitled Resilience Under Strain, Urgent Choices, on 13 October 2026 in Bangkok.

« It was released on the second day of the 2026 Annual Meetings of the IMF and the World Bank Group at the Queen Sirikit National Convention Center; Thailand last hosted them in 1991.
« India's growth forecast for 2026 was raised to 7 per cent — an upgrade of 0.6 percentage points, or 60 basis points, over the July 2026 update.

« India is projected at 7 per cent for 2027 as well; actual growth in 2025 was 7.8 per cent. On a calendar-year basis India is placed at 7.4 per cent for 2026.

« World output is projected at 3.1 per cent for 2026, down from 3.5 per cent in 2025, recovering to 3.4 per cent in 2027.

« Advanced economies are placed at 2.1 per cent for 2026; emerging market and developing economies at 3.7 per cent, down from 4.5 per cent in 2025.

« China is projected at 4.5 per cent for 2026 and 4 per cent for 2027; the United States at 2.3 per cent in both years.

* The IMF released its Global Financial Stability Report, October 2026, subtitled Resilience, Risk, and Transformation, on the same day, flagging Al-related concentration risk, stretched

valuations and cyber risk.

* 2U(5BSFeT S BETHMEDT, Si6usT BHTEYSHET TEID HIENETNS HEMEVLILEDLILI ©_0&LI NIBETTSTE &etorBevonm LID, s&GLILT 2026 anflbensenis 2026 26GLILT 13 Si6dTn) UMThisTéED

s7euGse mHrevonu HSwid aeuefluiLg).

* mmevof] Sfld.. Gl LMBHILH emoWSSH6) HewLaUDHD HFUWID HNIDd 2 608 eurhidlé GLsSler 2026 SpetuBs snlLhisefler @retormb mreafled) &g euerfluiiLiulLg); Smiembs wedry 1991

86 pLHEWE).

* 2026 oyib etorBEHMTT @bHinelesr sueniéd (pedreomiedii] 7 sselisions o wiissiL Lg — 2026 gewev ygiilienu el 0.6 ss6isl Leaflaer, sigmeug 60 suglient Ll LeteflseT 2 _wifey.

* 2027 gyib etor(B&HSID @bHwT 7 56l eTev1 (edrenieisaLiLL Beengi; 2025 &eb 2_evoremiowineor eueniFdl 7.8 g56isiD; BILSTL L Spetor® SigqliLenLuled 2026 @eb 7.4 gz6fisib.

* 2 a8 2 Husd 2025 Qe 3.5 sselinsHelmhs 2026 Qb 3.1 sseisonas Gemnbhsl, 2027 Q6 3.4 gs6isions LEHLD.

* euefith® QLNEBeTTSMITRISET 2026 Q6 2.1 &56fi5(D; aueTTihs QUL shHews WHMID eueTHD aUTBeTTSMITRIGeT 2025 Q6 4.5 s56i55H60MBHE 3.7 s56i510M66 GeDDUD.

* et 2026 @6b 4.5 s56figid, 2027 @b 4 s56fisID; d6wbsT Qb WevuTBH6TQID 2.3 s56f5LD 660 (PedTeTIeNIL].

* BeTHmedt, BLIT HNID 2_GBOMHMLD 6TENID HIEVETTH HEDELILEDLILI 2_608 Bl Hlenesseinenio ainlbens, asELILT 2026 guib 1G5 mrefle HiEluid aeuefluiiLg); OswIHens Historeumiey sibs
asrley SLIT, Blews wFlLgeT, Bewevonu SLenr B &1 SHTLIGUIS).

STATIC GK CONNECT

Report and subtitle

SiMlé&ens LHMID FIENETTTS HEmEULIL]
Issuing body and venue

eeuefluii L siemioli] wHmId SL1b
India's growth forecast

Bpdwnelleor eueni&d] edreormleNii
World output projection

2 & 2 Husd (eireorilefiii
China and United States

&eorm oHMID SieLoflGsT
Second flagship report the same day

2188 prerledr @TevoTLTeUs) (PSETEMLD ATébems
IMF basics

FTeuBsHE MHevont HHID SiqLILIEDL SH6T

World Economic Outlook, October 2026 — Resilience Under Strain, Urgent Choices
2_qaLll OLINEHETTSNTS HesT@euoTLLID, JéGLILT 2026 — ipdssdls S Berdner, sieusr Gaieysmer
International Monetary Fund; Queen Sirikit National Convention Center, Bangkok, Thailand
UG mHrevonu Hlwid; mreooll Al G5l MBHIH eI, UMThGTES, SMLEMHS!
7 per cent for 2026 and 7 per cent for 2027; an upgrade of 0.6 percentage points over July 2026
2026 @6b 7 ea6fisid, 2027 @ed 7 s56510; 2026 gemevenw el 0.6 s&6isL1 LieTeflser 2 _wifey
3.1 per cent in 2026, down from 3.5 per cent in 2025, recovering to 3.4 per cent in 2027
2026 @6b 3.1 ss6figid; 2025 @6b 3.5 s56855H60\BHE &fley; 2027 Q6d 3.4 s56is1018 Weiey
China 4.5 per cent in 2026 and 4 per cent in 2027; United States 2.3 per cent in both years
&eorm 2026 @ed 4.5 as6figid, 2027 Q6b 4 ss6fiswD; 6T Qb SyeTuBaalRIb 2.3 5568510
Global Financial Stability Report, October 2026 — Resilience, Risk, and Transformation
2 s B Hlewadpereno smlsena, sibELILT 2026 — Wegmeor, LI HNID & @onHoLD
Established at the Bretton Woods Conference of 1944; headquartered at Washington, D.C.; the World Economic Outlook appears
twice a year, in April and October
1944 9L et 2 L6 MBILIqed Hmeulil’Lg); Seneenowsd eunadiii e 1q.4).; 2 &L QUIBETTSTIES S60ur@euuniLLD e BEHE
Bmwenm, alimed wHnid &ELMLIfled aeuafliumdng
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NPCI defers the 0.4 per cent Merchant Discount Rate on UPI merchant transactions above Rs 2,000 to a date after Diwali
I 5.2,000 6@ GupulL Wi euenfllsi LsoiLflionhohisessster 0.4 5565 eusttllal senenbLi eldesems SureeflasL et euenr SHIGUTLL ereor.L.8l.e.

On 13 October 2026 the Unified Payments Interface and Services Steering Committee of the National Payments Corporation of India deferred the rollout of a 0.4 per cent Merchant
Discount Rate on specified person-to-merchant transactions made through the Unified Payments Interface. The charge was to have taken effect from 15 October 2026 and will now be
introduced on a date to be announced after Diwali. The Merchant Discount Rate is the fee a merchant pays to the payment service provider for accepting a digital payment, and until
now person-to-merchant transactions on the Unified Payments Interface have carried a zero Merchant Discount Rate. Under the deferred structure, transactions of up to Rs 2,000
remain exempt, the 0.4 per cent charge would apply only to transactions above Rs 2,000, and the charge would be capped at Rs 300 for transactions of Rs 75,000 and above.
Transactions of eligible small merchants are exempt, and according to the Ministry of Finance about 96 per cent of merchant transactions on the platform would be unaffected by the
charge. The National Payments Corporation of India is the umbrella organisation for retail payments and settlement systems in India, set up by the Reserve Bank of India and the
Indian Banks' Association, and it operates the Unified Payments Interface alongside systems such as RuPay, the National Electronic Toll Collection system that runs FASTag, the
Immediate Payment Service and the Bharat Bill Payment System.
2026 216GLmui 13 s, @bhHus Cadlus asnBluaTad spasEler QbhiSameanbs asnBLLTR enL (sl whHnId GsenauseT aUBLSS6 G2, RUHHISmHS OGN BLILIETE)
BevL(aib auflng peoLeunid UL puflflmbs) eueotlla uesiuflombmrisendaner 0.4 sa6iis eusttllal selebLLy eléssHms SomLIBSEImS @SSHLIGLT L. Bbsd
&LLeoord 2026 Si6GLILT 15 (&6 HewL(Wwewméd eur Geustorquimhsg); Sumeueflset e sfleflésiu@n Codlule D& BpalLBSSILGBLD. Qb Sebaennd OGTBLILIOTEnE)
ahHMISHOGTETEUSDESNS eUeTllal AHMBLILETE| GFmel QIPhHIGHIHEHSS OFSHID &L L6ICL euemfllal sHere@pLly eflfsiD; 85 aenT QEhidenenmhs 6sHTBLILETE SemL(&SHH6)
puflLOl®HE euettllsT LevoiLflombmrse L,aelli euemfllel seremnLl eldssemnss AHTetgbhoer. @SSHIGLTLLILLL Sienolifesr S, eb.2,000 suenruleoner LswmiLflombmrhser
eflvé® eumID; 0.4 s86fi56 &L Levund ¢b.2,000 &@ GohulL LeriiuflonhohiisEbse LB aumGhEID; ¢b.75,000 wHnIb SiBHE& GuHulL LeILfloMDHDhsEbEES SLLewID ¢b.300
& 2_&FaUIDL| OGTEONLBHSID. HSSH e fAn) euevollsiserfler LssomiLfliombriiger ellevéd QUNIHOTET; HF HeWEFHSEET FnDMILILIY, SeTHH6) HenLALMID euevoflsT
uesorLiLflomhmriuserled gomt 96 ggeis QhoHs HLL 55M60 LTHlesiums). SbHuneied desvennd 6&MBLILETEY WHNID ST6) SEnOLLGEBSSTET GevL SienoliBL @bSlws Cadlé
&n{BLILeTe S SWaD; @bSw ferel eurid LHNID ShH auhidseT shossTe B& HemssILLLE); tbGU, LUTevLTdams BuibEn Codl WeTeTam) shiseaufl 61E:6 Sienloli], 2 _Lemgé
&Gl GFemeu, LTTS L6 ASMBLILETE] SiemLoLIL SpAWCUDNIL 6T QBHIEenaths a&TBLLTE enL(passHansib 85 SuISSHDE.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« On 13 October 2026 the UPI and Services Steering Committee of the National Payments Corporation of India deferred the 0.4 per cent Merchant Discount Rate on specified person-to-
merchant UPI transactions.
* The charge was to have taken effect from 15 October 2026; the new date will be announced after Diwali.
« Transactions of up to Rs 2,000 remain exempt; the 0.4 per cent charge would apply only above Rs 2,000.
« The charge would be capped at Rs 300 for transactions of Rs 75,000 and above.
« Transactions of eligible small merchants are exempt from the charge.
« According to the Ministry of Finance, about 96 per cent of merchant transactions would be unaffected.
« The Merchant Discount Rate is the fee a merchant pays the payment service provider for accepting a digital payment; UPI person-to-merchant transactions have so far carried a zero rate.
« The National Payments Corporation of India was set up by the Reserve Bank of India and the Indian Banks' Association and also runs RuPay, FASTag, the Immediate Payment Service and
the Bharat Bill Payment System.
* 2026 21&@LmuT 13 oisitn), @bHs Cadéd asnBLiLaTeys spssHler uiis whHnib GsaneuseT aIfbL S50 &2, GO L Ul flbhe euemllel wiin usmiufionbphseséster 0.4 s56is
suettilal SeT@EpLL. elHs5Hems QSSIGLM LS.
* @556 sl Levoid 2026 2i6GLILT 15 (1p56) HewL(pennée eur Geuetonquidbss!; S Gl SuneuellébeL et simflefsaiu@ib.
* ¢5.2,000 euemiyuievneor LisvoiLflombpriaser eflevéd eLmID; 0.4 sg6lisd sl Leword eb.2,000 &@& Gloed I BB eUTBHEID.
* ¢5.75,000 ohmib s1gH@& GumulL LesoriLflonhHhisEbée&és &L Leuold ¢.300 946 2_&&6uTIDL| O1&T600Tq(HHGID.
* s&Hwneot &iml eusoflsisefleor LsvoriLflombmiiseT &l LensHedmha efevéd eunisleTmer.
* B SiemEFHSSH 60T nHMIILIG, euettilai LevoriLfllombmrkserled &womi 96 se6isb UTSHesILLTE).
* Bvéaennd OSTBLLETEME aHNGEOSTETISHENS alsttllel GFanel aIhHIGHHSHSE AFQISSID S LeuGD euetollal SeatebLi efdsb; wile puflLflmhs euefllsi usoiuflionborhissr &g
cuemr L,Befll eNASSHensHe \SHTE00Tq(BHSET.
* @bFw flsmey euraed OMID BHAL uhAS6T FhiBSSTED SlevwHeIL L BbHld Codls asMBLILOTEYS S, eHGL, LTvLTd, 2 L aned asn@ruerey Gseney, LTS 16 asnBLlieTey
SiemioliL] SpAeuHEDMIID SWHSSDSI.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Body that took the decision
WeaBSs Siemoli
Measure deferred
@SAUCUTLLILLL Lo &HeDE
Threshold and cap
iDL LoHMID ©_&&euridL|
Original and revised date
21560 HMID HBSHW oS
Share of transactions unaffected
unglésliuLng uesoriiLfllonbmriserledr Lrki@
Expansion of the terms
aenphaefler efifleunéasio
Other NPCI systems
6r607.19.8.g3.ul6tr L9 SiemLoLIL|SH6T

UPI and Services Steering Committee of the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI)
BhHus Calus aanBluTOS &iedSlern (eT6r.19.8.e.) Wil whnIb CsemaussT aUABLSS0 G(1Q
A 0.4 per cent Merchant Discount Rate on specified person-to-merchant UPI transactions
GO L puflLflmbs) eueoolls wfie ussorliuflonbpriisendster 0.4 56is euettllal SereLi eldsD
Exempt up to Rs 2,000; charge applies above Rs 2,000; capped at Rs 300 for Rs 75,000 and above
5.2,000 euewr 6levs®; ¢b.2,000 &@ Glosb &L Levod; ¢.75,000 wHmib SiBnHe& Ged ¢5.300 2_&seumiby
Was to apply from 15 October 2026; now deferred to a date to be announced after Diwali
2026 216GLnui 15 s aunbs Geustonqulmbas); SumeueflébsL et sfleléasiudn Cadlébd QHSIGLILILLLE)
About 96 per cent, according to the Ministry of Finance
58l siemiéassSlen sapmiiug sonf 96 sseisld
UPI — Unified Payments Interface; MDR — Merchant Discount Rate; P2M — person-to-merchant
WIe — QEHdmeHS ASMBLILETE SenL(PELD; 6Tb.19. . — custtlla] setebLly ellds; 926 — puflLfEhe) eusoollsi
RuPay, FASTag under the National Electronic Toll Collection system, the Immediate Payment Service and the Bharat Bill Payment
System
eBBU, Gadl 1flsiTeram Ghiseul] 6@ Siemiolifledr p UnevLTé, 2 Lemqd asnBlueTe] Gsene HMID LNTS W ASTBLILIETE SienLoLi|
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Twenty-first Maritime State Development Council meets at Mumbai — its first sitting as a statutory body under the Indian Ports Act, 2025
I WibenLuled &nlqui BEUSCHTITeS SLEVETT nble eueTiFdls & — SbFS Glennwas FiL D, 2025 Qeir 1 &L LILT6N SEDIOLILTS SISE0T (PSH6D &nL L LD

The twenty-first meeting of the Maritime State Development Council was held at Mumbai on 13 October 2026, chaired by Shri Sarbananda Sonowal, Union Minister of Ports, Shipping
and Waterways. It was the first meeting of the Council after it was recognised as a statutory consultative body under the Indian Ports Act, 2025, which was notified on 15 May 2026;
the Council itself was originally constituted in 1997. The Council adopted the targets of Maritime India Vision 2030 and Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047, which together carry more than
500 initiatives across ports, shipping, inland waterways, shipbuilding, green shipping and global cooperation. Under the One Nation One Port Process reform, all major and non-major
ports are to adopt uniform digital procedures, integrate with the Maritime Single Window platform and publish their tariffs electronically by March 2027; the reform has three
components, namely One Nation One Documentation, port process re-engineering and inter-ministerial process reforms, and a Ready Reckoner for implementing it was released. Two
credit-risk insurance products were launched under the Shipbuilding Development Scheme in support of the National Shipbuilding Mission — the Shipbuilding Project Credit Risk
Insurance Policy developed by ECGC Limited for export projects, and the Business Credit Shield Policy for Shipbuilders developed by The New India Assurance Company Limited for
domestic projects. States and Union Territories are to notify subordinate rules under Section 77 of the Indian Ports Act, 2025 within three months. The Council also approved draft
Council regulations and guidelines on port data and tariff transparency, endorsed the National Perspective Plan, and asked States and State Maritime Boards to prepare master plans
for non-major ports. Ministers and officials from Gujarat, Goa, Maharashtra, Puducherry, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, West Bengal, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Kerala took part, along
with the chairpersons of the major ports including Chennai and Kamarajar.

SLEDENT WomHlev eueni&dld @pellett SmusGamneus) snlLib 2026 sisGLILT 13 siedrm) (wibemLuleh, WSS HlenD(P&HISHET, HLileh G 8| HOID BIeusl UTensseT Slewm

siemiéeT H® srunehg GanGemmeuned Seneemiouleh HenLauHmg. 2026 G 15 sietrn snfelésiu’ L @bFHuis gennwss sl LD, 2025 et S LI Ten 9HGoMFaner SiemioliLing
sidaflésiu’ L InE HenLaubn &(pefler (e sl Lb &8l G (s6ede 1997 b et SiemwdsiLg). sLesnt @bHuir unfeneu 2030 HMID SLEVETT OIS ey LITTeney
2047 spfweunnieit evs@semer Bbes &R THNISHEOSHTETUIL I, HIEDNPSHIGET, SHLiLed GLNE 58!, 2 eTBM.® Bieuflls Lnengaer, sLiLe) &L(BLOMEDTD, L&enLd Sl CUTSEGEUTHS),
2_eaemeiil @ésiemipliy Spdweunisd 500 &b GuhulL werupwhdlser Seunifled SILhGLD. QT BB QG SEDDWPS HDL(PenD SIS BSSSH S, LTSS (PSETENLD HMID
(PBHETEWLD Si6VEVNTS FHlODPSHRISBEDD QBT ETerT edaEnD HEDL(WennaeneL eTuhn Geuedor(®iD, HLEVETT QHEDDE SIS HenHsIL 6T @emevon Geuetor®BLD, 2027 Ni&adH@&er
BhiseT L6 efleunThisener WleTerem) (wenmulleh SeuefluiiL. GeustorBLd; R BTG R SeUTIILILBSSED, HIEDMLPS HEDL(LEDM LOMICUIG QUEHLOLI|, SEDIDEFEHISHEHEHE Sl GuiLimeor
BeOLWewDE FTHMBSSID Terr QbdHé TS BHSHHHBE CAPETT) GnMIGET 2_6TETET; Siend ALBSHIEUSNHETET 6XlenTey euflsly eeueluiLiu’L g Gadlws sLied sl (BLorerl Leollse
HTEUTS, SLILIED SLBLOTET eueni&dd SiLsSler Ep &b sLetT @LT sMISLGS swnflliyser asTLislu’Ler — anniods HLLhsebssns m.d.g.d. OblaL’ 2 meundbaiL slie

sLEweS S L sLer LT smiSi (s aserens, HmId 2 6THM.BS S L kseEhssns By, Qb e, Tere sbelef eSO L 2 heundball HLiLe &L (BbIsHEnSHTe 6U6T0lHs
SLET B6Us OBMeTens. Qb slennupss sl LD, 2025 Qe 1ifley 77 Beir &p Glewern eflFlaemen TN LONSHISEHSSET WNHevrhisebd el NTCsahaEbD Siflelbs Geustor®BL.
&R eFlWwennsaflet auenTe), HlEOMsS HI6e HNID &L L 60 AeueflliLenL S56Tenlo INST BSOHEBSSID &L FULSHH aflsss); Gl unfeneus HLSHens anmISHESTeOTL8i;
(PSHETEMLD SH6VEVNS HIEOMPHMHIBEBHSLI OO S L ThiSHemers SWfléa mblevrkisenemid omhlevd &L e0am eurfluwir Wb Gl (BEOSTETIIL . GRS, GoHreur, &MIMLIID, LgEGs],
hH ITCsED, s, GoHE eUkiSD, SIHILST, SOPHTE, CaHremDd opHIUDI6T SIENESFTHEBID ASHNHHEBLD, OF6TENET OHNID STOITLT 2_6TLL (PSEITENLOS HIDM(LPSThSer 6T
BHEDEEUTHEBLD H6VIHSI EISTETTL 60T .

KEY EXAM POINTS

« The twenty-first Maritime State Development Council meeting was held at Mumbai on 13 October 2026, chaired by Union Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways Sarbananda Sonowal.
« It was the Council's first meeting after being recognised as a statutory consultative body under the Indian Ports Act, 2025, notified on 15 May 2026; the Council was originally constituted in
1997.
« The Council adopted the targets of Maritime India Vision 2030 and Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047, carrying more than 500 initiatives.
« Under the One Nation One Port Process reform, all ports are to adopt uniform digital procedures, integrate with the Maritime Single Window platform and publish tariffs electronically by
March 2027.
« The reform's three components are One Nation One Documentation, port process re-engineering and inter-ministerial process reforms; a Ready Reckoner for implementation was released.
« Two credit-risk insurance products were launched under the Shipbuilding Development Scheme: the Shipbuilding Project Credit Risk Insurance Policy by ECGC Limited for export projects,
and the Business Credit Shield Policy for Shipbuilders by The New India Assurance Company for domestic projects.
« States and Union Territories must notify subordinate rules under Section 77 of the Indian Ports Act, 2025 within three months.
« Officials of the Tamil Nadu Maritime Board and the chairpersons of Chennai and Kamarajar ports were among those who attended.
* musBHTITeUE) HLEETT ey eueTi&dd &b dnl Lib 2026 ibGLMLT 13 Siehin) (WibenLuiled, HSILS SlePDIPSHISET, Sl GUTH@GeUTSE! LHNID BieUH LTEDSEHET SEDIEET FILNETHS
GenGeurmeureh HemevemLouied HewL OLHME.
* 2026 G 15 siettn) eflelssiiu’ L. @b sleonipss sl Lib, 2025 et &ip s LLILTe HBaneene siemwlins sitssflésiu L 1InG peoLaubn & el (s sl Lib 88 & 1997 S
SIEMDESILLL ).
* 500 &®lb GunuLL (peTipwnhdseners aamesor.. sLevsmT SbSur unfener 2030 wHMID HLevETT SOTH Smew Lmfeney 2047 gydleubner BeéESHeneT & (L THMIGESHTETITLS)I.
* QO BB VG gjan_r_r)@&, LF,(-RDL(_Lpsu)m E1HBSS5H60T Sp, SIMETHEIH HIEODWPSHHIBEDLD QBT FMMET QLSS HEDL(PEDDSEDETL LNTUHI, HLEOETT QDEDDE STETTS SeTSHEHIL 60T SEnETOTHEI,
2027 oni&&é@er &Lt letrevTenm) (wemmufed euefluii. Geuetor(BLb.
* Q@ BB Qb WEUTTTILBSSE, HIEDDLPS HEDL(PEDD DML EUEDIOLL|, HEDIDEFEHRISEDHE SewL GUILTET HenL(PeDDE STHBSSLD 60T CPEITN Sn MISHET; SIDEITEHBHSSIHSTET 6XlenTey
auflsn Ly aeuefluf L g).
* sl s ([BLoner eueni&ds HLLsHler Sp B sLer L &GS swnfliyser: abniodls HLLhisepseE r.8.85.8. eS0eL 196 sl &GN L sLer @LT amiilBsé asneens;
2 MBS S LMsHEnSHS B, ST siequreien HnieueTsHEer sl S BHTSHEbSHSTE a1ellHs HL6T Heus
* @bHwS GlemDss FLLID, 2025 Qeir Lifley 77 et L Sieweuor ENFHHEDET CPEITN) LOMSMHIBEBHSSSET LOMBlEVRISEBLD 6T Lﬂn@g)srmtf;@w amlellés Geuetor(BLb.
* SOPBIE HLevenT eunfl HlanflaEbio, QF6aTemenT HMID SHMOTMYT SlEnDP&EHIGETT HENEEUTHEBLD H6VHSI 61 SoTL_ 6l derfled DLk
STATIC GK CONNECT

Council and meeting
&( LHDID Fnl LD
Chaired by
BHEMEVEMLD FHTrhISILIEUT
Statutory status
sl e Hlened

Vision documents adopted
SMSLILLL LITT606) O 6U6T0TThIS6T
One Nation One Port Process deadline
QW BB VO SIODPS HEDLIPEDD SHTEOEUDT

Insurance products and insurers

SIS swfliyser wHmId s L e eer

Rule-making provision
afld) Subpid 69

Twenty-first meeting of the Maritime State Development Council (MSDC), Mumbai, 13 October 2026
HLeDE omEley euemT&Edd G(pefledt (1id.etenv.lq.4).) BmUSEHTIMEUS) Fnl LD, (ibemu, 2026 si6@LmLT 13

Shri Sarbananda Sonowal, Union Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways
Hw aiunenbs GenGeeured, LSS HlEnDSHSET, S GUTHGEUTHE HMID BIeUL]) LTEDSEHET HEDDEST

First meeting as a statutory consultative body under the Indian Ports Act, 2025, notified 15 May 2026; Council constituted in 1997
2026 G 15 ietrm) snflefisaiiu’ L @bHuis sieonwss slLb, 2025 et £ sl Ll Ten SHBaNEaneT HeMILILITE (PHED sl LID; G1g 1997
86 siemwbsiLE

Maritime India Vision 2030 and Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047, with more than 500 initiatives
sLevem] bSluim umfemey 2030 HMID SHLeOETT HOTS SHmev LmTemeu 2047; 500 &@ib GmHULL (WedTupWIHESeT

All ports to adopt uniform digital procedures and the Maritime Single Window platform by March 2027
2027 wniéaé@er 5815 SIEODIPSHISEDD FIMET SVSS(LPEDN HENL(PENMHSENETILD SLEETT QHEDNE FTETITS SETSEMBHID 61hHS
Beuetor(BLD

Shipbuilding Project Credit Risk Insurance Policy by ECGC Limited (exports); Business Credit Shield Policy for Shipbuilders by The
New India Assurance Company (domestic)
&lIL6D s Bnerd S Lé sLer BLT &Sl Gsé asnerens — r.d.g.8. Sl (ahniod)); &l s BBHIsEnSHT6T cuemllas GL6T H61s
QaeTens — i, @hHWIT SiequyTedten Hmieued (2_eThi®)
Section 77 of the Indian Ports Act, 2025 — States and Union Territories to notify subordinate rules within three months
BhHwS slewnss s, 2025 et Wifley 77 — eI ONSHISEBEHSET NHleRISET WHMID et IT@HshigeN N
amfleée GeustorBLlo
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TAMIL NADU SPECIAL
| 580516 fmiy

[l HARD
Madras High Court upholds the Speaker's acceptance of six AIADMK legislators' resignations and orders the disqualification pleas against four of
them decided in two months
M| 2ps slLweaTn 2 niiflerisefler use ellsenend FLTBTLST hMNIGESTEIL M 2Nl Q&S FaTener & wif BHLoeTDID; Sieuisefled Hreveu sTer 5@ Hés
LOEISEHENET @B LNFhiS6Te (P1&ES 2_S5T6)

On 13 October 2026 the First Bench of the Madras High Court, comprising Chief Justice Sushrut Arvind Dharmadhikari and Justice G. Arul Murugan, upheld the decision of the
Speaker of the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly to accept the resignations of six legislators of the All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam who subsequently joined the Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam. The judgment was delivered in the writ petition numbered 23081 of 2026, filed by the party whip Agri S. S. Krishnamurthy, and is reported as 2026 LiveLaw (Mad)
498; a connected public interest litigation was filed by the Desiya Makkal Sakthi Katchi. Senior counsel V. Giri appeared for the petitioner and senior counsel C. S. Vaidyanathan for the
respondent side. The Court held that the resignations were genuine and voluntary and that the Speaker was not required to conduct a roving inquiry into the motive behind them, but it
also held that resignation and disqualification are distinct processes, so that the acceptance of a resignation does not render pending proceedings under the Tenth Schedule academic.
The Bench partly allowed the whip's plea and issued a time-bound mandamus directing the Speaker to conclude the disqualification proceedings against the four legislators still facing
them within two months, adding that the Court can intervene under Article 226 if the Speaker does not decide within a reasonable time. The sequence began with the declaration of the
assembly results on 4 May 2026, the issue of the party whip on 11 May, the confidence motion of 13 May in which the Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam secured 144 votes and twenty-five
AIADMK legislators voted against the whip, and the initiation of Tenth Schedule proceedings on 14 May. The six resignations were tendered between 25 May and 29 June 2026 and
accepted by the Speaker, and the seats were gazetted as vacant. Disqualification pleas against fourteen legislators, including the two Vijayabhaskars, were later withdrawn
unconditionally, which is why only four pleas survive.
2026 216GLnui 13 sieim), semevemio BHLS a6 amelibsd siwndlant wHmib BHLS ). HmeT (P& SIS O\F6Tensor 2 Wi BHHLETD (WHed Sioiey, Lieiten silps eeubis
B&5F0 Benenhy MlenerrSEHHIL Sietorevom HaneilL (erGearhmé Hl&HSHH 6T QM| FLIeTD 2 niiferisefler usel elesanasd SOPHTE FLLL6ITNE FLUMBMLST ehDMISHEISTEOTL.
emey 2 Ml QsLss. sl dulledr asTmLT S1si 66, ere. Slelqeapisd Hrése asis 2026 b Syevonqer 23081 b eretur iTsTenevor eniels) Sbss Sl seflssiuLg); B8
2026 emevsieur (61oL) 498 erenr oimfldemaulL L’ Beens); GH& &HEeT &6H S Qb ASTLILEDLIL QLTS B CUPSDSHS SNHH60 FLSSI. eISTT SOl cpds aupd&enmesd efl. Hifl,
T AT SOIT6) PSS QUPESEDIERT 8. eT6in. EneUSHIIBNHET SpABWIMT Speormuieony. Lse elevsebaeT 2_eTuTenLoWINETEna) HMID S6iTETIEFEHSITETENE 6TEITHID, SeUDMISEL LN6iT6uTTeh
2 _eiten Grndasd @Mse efifleurner eflenTener LSS FLNHMLST SLEDIOLILLL 6T Si6bey eredrmid BHL6TDD snnlg; 2168 CrIssle, Lsed eflvagib 568 Béswib sefldsef
HEDL(PEDDEET eTeTMID, sTeorG6u LGEN efleusemen MMISASTETELS LISSTEUS SiLL 601 Sip HliemEUUTED 266N [BL 6L SHEDHESBEMENL OLMIBETHDSTE SHEHNE) TOTNID i8]
Silefssgl. esmLTeller weniewe Siiey LGSHwerellsh e, SeTeb 5&F HHs BHLEUSENSHSHEDET THTOSTETEBL BTN 2N INeTTaHeT BSTET Bl SenHsameT Db
LOMBRIBEBSGT (PI4&Hs FLMBTILSHESS STVsHasE Hierouilss oyeneor UDINSsE!; BT sregdled sLTBMUST (g 6euBoseiiene erermme 2 niijeny 226 et S BHloemmid
HemeoulLeond eredTmd Sig) Fnnlwig). 2026 Gio 4 siedTn) FLLIETMS CHTSHD (iqayseT smlelssiulL Heb @bs auflews asLmidwg); Go 11 et sLdé asmLr WnldssiulLg); G 13
Bbsemas Sioneardsle siflps aeunré spab 144 aunsesemell OLDDE, SBLSsHsl SFWs 2_nIIlarTser AaMDLIGEE erHins eundselsser; Go 14 Siehin) Lssneus)
SILL6UED6TTT [BL 6L HEMEBEH6T OSMLIRISILLL60T. Hm) Luged eflevsedser 2026 Go 25 (g6 g26iT 29 aueml Siefl&HSILLE FLUNHTLISITE an&LILLL 6T, ASTGSH ST HTedins sinflefldasi L eor.
Bn elgwunevaiser 2 61U LFlemeng 2 nIIfeariser Baner & Béa wensaen eTer Hlubsenenulens eumLs QLDLILILL6T; HSEUTTE) H6TE LOEOISHE6T L BID 6TEbelL6TemeoT.

KEY EXAM POINTS

+ On 13 October 2026 the Madras High Court First Bench — Chief Justice Sushrut Arvind Dharmadhikari and Justice G. Arul Murugan — upheld the Speaker's acceptance of six AIADMK
legislators' resignations.
* The case is Agri S. S. Krishnamurthy versus The Speaker, writ petition 23081 of 2026, reported as 2026 LiveLaw (Mad) 498; the petitioner is the AIADMK party whip.
« The Court held the resignations were genuine and voluntary and that the Speaker need not conduct a roving inquiry into motive.
« It also held that resignation and disqualification are distinct processes, so acceptance of a resignation does not end pending Tenth Schedule proceedings.
 Atime-bound mandamus directs the Speaker to decide the four surviving disqualification pleas within two months; the Court may intervene under Article 226 if he does not.
« Disqualification pleas against fourteen legislators, including both Vijayabhaskars, were withdrawn unconditionally, leaving four.
* The assembly results were declared on 4 May 2026, the whip was issued on 11 May, the confidence motion was on 13 May when the TVK secured 144 votes and twenty-five AIADMK
members voted against the whip, and Tenth Schedule proceedings began on 14 May.
« The six resignations were tendered between 25 May and 29 June 2026; under Article 190(3)(b) of the Constitution a member of a State legislature resigns by writing addressed to the
Speaker.
* 2026 21&@Lmu 13 16T, Hemevemio BHLS aeigms snelbs siondaend LoHmIb BEHUS ). SHET (PHSET LA OF6TEn6T & Wi BSILTD (PSH6L Siof6y, 2| 2FWs 2_nilieriserfleor
use eflesenend FLTHMUST ahDEns 2 NiF OFLSS).
* QP& 28I 6. eTel. Hmeigeturepi S el suNHMLUST, 2026 b Spevoqeit 23081 b eTevor iTsTemenar Wen); 2026 emeveieum (B1oL) 498; WENIBMIT AH (WS HLAG QSTDLIT.

* UGN ENVHEVSHET 2 _CTOTEMLOWITEUTENEY, HEOTEuf|FemEILI aredTID, GBS GMSE efifleurer elemTene HL&d FLMBMLST SLenOLILLL6UT Si6bey eredrmid BHIETDD s miLig).
* g6l eflvaIb 5&F B Seollssel HenL(ennaer; eer@su Lsel elossmea anug, Haeeuuie 2 6Ter LSDHTeUs L LEUEHETIT BLEUGSDSSEDET (D6 HES QSTEOH CUINE GTeTHID g
EnmLIg).

* ergp&IeTen BI6OTS H5&S Hés WEnIsaHET S NFHIGEBHGET (PI9&65 SLMBTILGHEGS HTS05H eneT; (iqaaBéseilsemne et 2 miijenr 226 St S BHemmid Hemeoulleomb.
* @® eflgwunevaiser 2 61Ul LHlemerd 2 niilenser Water $&H Hés wenbsen HLbsenerulens eumen UDILLL6T; HreTd WL B erehdljeereor.
* 2026 G 4 sty Gaiised (pigeyser; G 11 siedrm asmoLT; G 13 sidrn) pbisanas Sionearsdle siblps aaunhmlé spsb 144 anéesen, SmUsmans A wWs 2_NIINaTTs6r AsMDLTEHE

erdlnns eunsserfli; G 14 siehrmy us 5) SiL BLEUIG & T QSN SHESLD.
* gym) used eflevscamer 2026 GLo 25 (&6 g6 29 euenr SiefdbaliLLLeor; sirdiueenlifer 2 niienr 190(3)(y) 6t &b ey s LweTn 2 M6 FUMBMLSHSEES 6T(R&S! eeld Liged
efleugeontb.

STATIC GK CONNECT

Court and Bench Madras High Court First Bench — Chief Justice Sushrut Arvind Dharmadhikari and Justice G. Arul Murugan
B&loedTHib LHMID SHofe)y QgetTement 21T BHIL06HTD (&6 Siofiey — sewevenio BHUS seiqmd anelbs siondamf whHmib BHUSH ). simeT st
Case and citation Agri S. S. Krishnamurthy versus The Speaker, writ petition 23081 of 2026; 2026 LiveLaw (Mad) 498
Q&S WHID GomHGasmeT 218 eteiv. eT6i. ElBelgeTorcpTSS T sUMBMLGT, 2026 SHib Syevoriqedt 23081 Syib eTetor SiTsTeM6TDT WE0); 2026 emeveeIT (GLoL) 498
Numbers to remember Six resignations upheld; four disqualification pleas pending, to be decided in two months; twenty-five legislators defied the whip
i3] M6b E\smeem (Beu6TUTIq LI 6T600TEH6N 2n) usell eflvacast 2 NiFl; BTG 5&F Hés s Hgmauis, B wishisefls (Wiqea); BELsmsbsl 2 nIleriser
Q&ML Temey Lfleot
Constitutional provisions Article 190(3)(b) for resignation, the Tenth Schedule for disqualification, and Article 226 for the High Court's writ jurisdiction
irdlwevenioli] e eei usell eflvagise 2 niienr 190(3)(2), 56H Bées551566L LS i , 2w BHlwem Syemeuor Sig 5816@& 2_MINILenT
226
Core legal holding Resignation and disqualification are distinct processes; acceptance of a resignation does not render Tenth Schedule proceedings
(PHAWE sULE Sty academic
usell eflvagid 5&H Boawid Hefldseaf HeoL(pennsdT; LS elvsene anUS LSSTeus Si L BL6UIG & il

QLINBETHMSTE Sp&HESTS

Confidence motion
BHONSmES STLOTeTD
Senior counsel
AWES QUGG ET &6

13 May 2026 — the Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam secured 144 votes
2026 G 13 — s1lps QeuDiié &b 144 auné@sementl aUDDE!

V. Giri for the petitioner and C. S. Vaidyanathan for the respondent side
wenismT srifled efl. #ifl; T sTiIdeh &. T, eWEUSSIIBHTSET
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Y vepium

Tamil Nadu power utility buys evening peak power at up to Rs 37 a unit as demand touches 20,060 MW
I Bsemeu 20,060 Qusmaut enL s s L Hlenaule, wrene 2 &5GHT BeTEMTSems Qb Wl B&E €5.37 euend eunmidlil SONPHTH LoleT HimieueoTD

Figures that came to light on 13 October 2026 show that the Tamil Nadu Power Distribution Corporation Limited has accepted bids of up to Rs 37 a unit to buy power for the evening
peak. The corporation floated a tender on 6 October 2026 for 1,500 megawatt between midnight and 2 a.m. and 3,000 megawatt between 6 p.m. and midnight, for delivery between 12
and 31 October 2026. Early-morning bids were accepted at between Rs 31.99 and Rs 34.49 a unit, while the evening peak drew only 2,001 megawatt of subscription, made up of 100
megawatt at Rs 33.37, 1,380 megawatt at Rs 35.92, 340 megawatt at Rs 35.93 and 181 megawatt at Rs 37 a unit. Tamil Nadu's peak demand, which stood at 17,887 megawatt in
October 2025, rose to 20,060 megawatt on 10 October 2026, a year-on-year increase of about 15 per cent. All the successful bidders were gas-based generators whose fixed cost is
under Rs 2 a unit. The immediate causes are the end of the wind season, which cuts the output of the State's large wind fleet, and poor reservoir storage, which cuts hydel generation;
the State has chosen costlier short-term purchase over load shedding. The Minister for Electricity, Shri Nirmal Kumar, described the purchase as a temporary measure. The decision
drew criticism from Senthil Balaji, Dr Anbumani Ramadoss, T. R. B. Rajaa, Seeman and Edappadi K. Palaniswami; Dr Anbumani Ramadoss put the debt of the State electricity utility at
Rs 2.47 lakh crore, and the Desiya Murpokku Dravida Kazhagam asked why long-term contracts had been cancelled in favour of short-term emergency purchase when Tamil Nadu
had bought power at about Rs 13 a unit while it was power-surplus.
2026 2168LuT 13 siettn) eeuefleubs efleunhise, wrene 2 F5CHISSISSTE IOTENTSHms Qb ULl (BEE €5.37 euend SOPHNE L6t LEITONET SLPHD EUNThS GQLILISESTEITL 0SS
M. BHetmenr. 2026 s1HGLILT 12 (ps6d 31 euen aUPhIGESDHSNS, BHetaflTe (PS5 SiFlamene 2 wevofl euen 1,500 ausmeunt, wrene 6 weuofl (a6 HeTaflTey suenr 3,000 Gwosmeum
ereur 2026 216GLILT 6 S160TN) SLP&ID QB GULHSL LsTeflenw aauefluiiLg). siflsrene CrIsgibaner @UUbsL LetaflseT Qb Wl Bée 5.31.99 wsed b.34.49 euend ansUILLL 6T,
oreney 2_F5GHTSHSIHES 2,001 ewsmeurl wl GG weiteubss — ¢b.33.37 && 100 awsreunt, ¢5.35.92 6@ 1,380 awsteunt, ¢5.35.93 && 340 ewsmeurL, .37 && 181 eusmeurL.
2025 2i6GLnufled 17,887 ewsteun’Lms Swdhs SODBT I6r 2 66Hrs Goemey, 2026 @1sGLILT 10 sisdrmy 20,060 ewameuntLis 2 wiibss); D&l esrBoHe Spetor® & 15 es6is
2_wife). Aeunn eUHD RULKSSHSMITEHET SieneaTaubld Suihens erfleumy sigliuemLulevner e 2 HusHwneriser, Seuisefler Henewner 65| @b W BEHES 5.2 HSID Genme.
sMHDMaLl L quiledr 2 HuSSemiLis GepméSID SnbnIl ey (Wwigeyb, Bifler 2 Husslemwis Gammaewd Gunswner BisGsss GBLILD 2 Lengsd snyeuhiaser; Wer eeu BéeL LiSens
eflemen SIFSHLONET GNIFII HTEVS OEHMET(PSEm6D LOMEleVD CHIHESBSEIETENEI. SibSH ASTETIPHE B SNHHMENSH LAY EHEEMS 6T6UT LOITENTS SO HeWIDEFT S HITLOED GSLOMT
eflenédleonny. lshHleb LTeOTES, (LPEmEITEUT SHEDTLILD6TDT MMOSMEN, 1q. SbiT. 1. mrggr, &ormedr, erLrimg Gs. Lipesllemsl pAGwInT &bs wigemeu eXloTdlgseo; wible LWledT Hlmieuen &6t
SL6m6u (15.2.47 60L& BT 6TelT (Lpemedtau SiedTLioeuofl mogmen GBI LMT; SIPHNE Wedr 2 Ll wmflens SmbsGuUng @ Weufl somi ob.13 && Wleitenmid eunrhiSulensud,
BevoTL. &6y QULIBSRIGET THS SFLILILILLG GNISIL ST SieusTdH OBMeTLS6 66T ereaTnId Gadlu WHBLMES HimelLéd spsb GalLg).

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Figures that emerged on 13 October 2026 show the Tamil Nadu Power Distribution Corporation Limited accepted evening-peak bids of up to Rs 37 a unit.
« The tender was floated on 6 October 2026 for 1,500 MW between midnight and 2 a.m. and 3,000 MW between 6 p.m. and midnight, for delivery from 12 to 31 October 2026.
« Early-morning bids were accepted at Rs 31.99 to Rs 34.49 a unit; the evening peak drew only 2,001 MW of subscription against 3,000 MW sought.
* The evening-peak break-up was 100 MW at Rs 33.37, 1,380 MW at Rs 35.92, 340 MW at Rs 35.93 and 181 MW at Rs 37 a unit.
« Tamil Nadu's peak demand rose from 17,887 MW in October 2025 to 20,060 MW on 10 October 2026, an increase of about 15 per cent year on year.
« All successful bidders were gas-based generators whose fixed cost is under Rs 2 a unit.
* The causes are the end of the wind season, which cuts wind output, and poor reservoir storage, which cuts hydel generation; the State chose costlier purchase over load shedding.
« Minister for Electricity Nirmal Kumar called it a temporary measure; Dr Anbumani Ramadoss put the State electricity utility's debt at Rs 2.47 lakh crore.
* 2026 21&6Lmuf 13 et eeuefleuhs efleunriiger, nene 2 5CHIS5IHE Qb Wl b.37 auenr SOPHTE T LATONET HP&ID THNENSS STL.(BETDE0T.
* 2026 2xs@Lmui 12 1psed 31 euemn auprhis, meTeflTey (e 2 wewofl euemr 1,500 ewosmeunt, wremne 6 wewfl (w6 meTeflTey uemr 3,000 GuosmeurL. ereor i&GLILT 6 S1i6dTm) QLIS LieTer]
Qeuefluf i’ g.
* aiflsnemen QUILHSLI LeeflsmeT Q@ Whevfll ¢5.31.99 a6 ¢rb.34.49 euemn emaUuLLeor; GamriulL 3,000 ewsteun (Bé@ wnene 2 58rrssle 2,001 awameurt. GG (peiTaubsHs).
* onemev 2 FF@mILl Lflellement: eb.33.37 &@& 100 ewameunt, ¢6.35.92 &@ 1,380 ewaneunl, ¢5.35.93 &@& 340 ewaneunt, eh.37 && 181 euwameur.
* SIAPHIL 60T 2 §6CMHISH Coeme 2025 SibBLMLfled 17,887 auoameur q6dlwmba 2026 6@ 10 sisdrmy 20,060 esteun s 2 wiibss); oetrBoHe pesor® o 15 ss6is 2 wifey.
* Qeubm QUHD RULHKSEHSMITEHET SieneTeUbHD SuwiHens erfleuny SiqliLenLuleoner & _HuSFHwineniger; sieuisarfler Hleneoliner 61566] Qb Wl B&E b.2 HGID Genne.
* SMOMIL LEHEY (Plgeumed STHDY 2 HLsH Gewmeywn, Gonawner BisGsss miume Bidler 2 hLSH Gemmeyb SrreihiseT; Bler feu BoHEL Lblens efenewLiinhs QsTeTLpsemey WD
ColibesB553)!-
* 85 5NHEHME0S BHLEUIEEDS 6T60T LOEITENTS HIEHMD HEWDEFT HITL060 GLOMT Fnmeor; nihley LOleT HMI6U6TS SLeWeIT ¢6.2.47 L&D BT 6T6lT (LPEmETEUT SHedTLLETTl MTMOSTeN GSMII L.
STATIC GK CONNECT
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Tamil Nadu Power Distribution Corporation Limited (TNPDCL) — up to Rs 37 a unit for the evening peak
BONPHN® Ll LETLONEDT HLP&LD (19.6T60r.19.19.8.6760.) — WTEmEY 2_F6EGHISSIHS QB Whevill ¢5.37 euemy

Floated 6 October 2026 for 1,500 MW (midnight to 2 a.m.) and 3,000 MW (6 p.m. to midnight), delivery 12 to 31 October 2026
2026 216G 6 seirn) eeuafui®; 1,500 euameurt. (beTeflTey wpaed 2 weoofl), 3,000 Qsteunt. (renev 6 (p&ed meTeflTey); euprised
2026 2166Lmuf 12 (psed 31 euenr

Only 2,001 MW against 3,000 MW sought
GamgiuL 3,000 ewsareun B&@ 2,001 awaneunl wi GG

17,887 MW in October 2025, rising to 20,060 MW on 10 October 2026 — about 15 per cent higher
2025 =i&@Lnufled 17,887 ausmeunl; 2026 <iéGLmui 10 sietrny 20,060 ewsreun. — sioni 15 ss6fs 2 wifey

All gas-based generators, whose fixed cost is under Rs 2 a unit
SlemeTeuBHD BwihHens erfleumi] SiqULEDLUTLOTET £ HUSEUITETT&HET; [HemeUIITET A58 QIH WLl .2 HGID Genmey

End of the wind season cutting wind output, and poor reservoir storage cutting hydel generation
SOOI LGEY (PIgeured smhomg. 2_Husdl Gemmey; Guoneawner BisGase Sl Bibfler 2 huss Gemmey

Minister for Electricity Nirmal Kumar called it temporary; the utility's debt was put at Rs 2.47 lakh crore by Dr Anbumani Ramadoss
LOlebTENTS GleWM SHeMIDEET [HITIED GoNT Bewss SNHEMEASHID DN ; HMIEU6TTEH HLEmEDT ¢5.2.47 L&D BHNq 6T60T (LPEMEDTEUL SiedTLLDETf|
gmogen UL LT
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EEl easy

Tamil Nadu releases a revised school timetable giving physical education or co-curricular activity on five days a week, and launches the School

Paarvai 3.0 application
MISH6D Lh&! BT HEHHS 2 LMHeHevel 160608 Eemeurll LIMLE OFUILIM DL 6 1D HBSSIW Leer] srev i Leuemevoremiut Oleuaflull L SOpHTE; LeTefll umieneu 3.0
QFWeBID OB &L

On 13 October 2026 the Minister for School Education, Shri A. Rajmohan, released a revised school timetable for the State at a review meeting with Chief Educational Officers and
District Educational Officers held in the auditorium of the Anna Centenary Library at Kotturpuram in Chennai. Under the revised timetable issued by the Tamil Nadu School Education
Department, classes one to ten are to have physical education on three days a week and extracurricular or co-curricular activity on two days, so that a child has a physical or co-
curricular period on five days of the week, while classes eleven and twelve are to have two physical education periods a week. The Minister directed that every physical education
period allotted must be fully used and that no student is to be excluded from sports on grounds of caste, religion or colour. The change was prompted by students' own demand for
more time for physical activity, and the Department has begun steps to fill about 6,000 vacant physical education teacher posts in the State. At the same meeting the Minister released
the School Paarvai 3.0 application and distributed handbooks to physical education teachers; textbooks are to reach students shortly. Teachers have been trained up to class three
under the new curriculum. The Minister also said that direct training would be provided to candidates of the Teacher Eligibility Test, more than one lakh of whom did not qualify, and
noted that the School Education Department is functioning with an all-women team for the first time, with a full-time Director to be appointed after consultations. The Minister is to
release the timetable for the class ten and class twelve public examinations of March and April 2027 on 14 October 2026.
2026 216G 13 ietm), 6FetTement GaHm_BILTSHEled 2_eer Sietorevon HIHOTET® HITVS ATk (WPSeiTeniosd seell siflamiiassr HmD wreu'Lé sl siflsnlsensL e BenLaubn
llieys sl LS, Leerlls HebelS glemm SeMEST HH . TTRCLNSHET LNHleSsISHHTeT SlBSE LsTaf HTev i Leuenetoreni aeuefluii_Lmi. SPHTE LsTafls sevells semn
aauefui L SlBSHI S i L euemetoruiiedniig., QeiTnI (LS USSMD QUG euenT UMTSEled et HIL&6eT 2 Lhaeed, S H et Seneoorl LTLID Siebedg) LMLILIMLE Q&WIeLINE erer
Siem&sLILL([BeTang); @semmed euMTSEled Lbhs B SEHHES Qb LONEIRIHEES 2L haeell S Senetor LML aIGLI| HenL&@Ib; LS aeTTeTm] oHMID LsiTeolIT6dorL b IGLILISEbEHE
anrsdle) B 2 LnHaeell UGS, RHIGHILLL QeIaeuTH 2 LH&Heell euGLILD ((QemLWns LITLBSSUIUL. GeustorBiD ereiTnI, &ME), FID LG HDSS6 SiqliLenLule) 6hs
(LD el 1960 b eNVSGILLE 8nl g eTeTDID SiEMEST 2 ST LNT. 2 L6 65WeLT. BES s Crib GeusturBId ereur neworeuiser el GomildanasGL Bhs
LMHDSSISEESS SMI6voID; nHlevdEled sredins o_erer & 6,000 2L haee oAl ugelsener BTl ﬂ)l.S].lLQH:G!DH:H:ﬂDGITQ Hleon OSMLkSeTeng). HCS Fnl L SSHl6d Learfll LMTemeu
3.0 aswedlemwt siemioési aeuelui @, 2 Lhaeell SdAfluiserses ensGuBsener sulprhidemT; UTLL LSssmh NemreNled Lc T &EBHSE OFHTDEDLIID. UH LTSS L SHSler ip
epedToDd euGLi euenT SpAfluTsEbrsGL LUIHE sefléaliLl BeTensl. @b o essbEn GohUlLauissar Gaiéd aupns Aflul 5656 Coiie elleuemILsmTsebse Cnmall LuiHé
siaflésluBLD eTedTmID, LeTaflé seeild SI6mm (WHED (LEDMILITE (P(REUSID ILIETITESET QEHTETITL. &(QaYL60T AFWLIBADS ereiTniD, SHBeNEnaTHERSEL LING W(WQCHT SWIsSHhiT

Buidéslu@eun erermib Senési asflelssn. 2027 wmié wHnIb erliredsd HenLaUNID LSSHMD HMID LedTeuflTedorbd eu@Lil LGS CoHIeYSEBHSTE HiTe) L L w 2026
21&GLMUT 14 si60Tm) Siemioésl eueflufGeumy.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« On 13 October 2026 School Education Minister A. Rajmohan released a revised State school timetable at a review meeting in the Anna Centenary Library auditorium, Kotturpuram, Chennai.
« Classes one to ten get physical education on three days a week and extracurricular or co-curricular activity on two days — a physical or co-curricular period on five days a week.
« Classes eleven and twelve get two physical education periods a week.
« Every physical education period allotted must be fully used, and no student may be excluded from sports on grounds of caste, religion or colour.
« The change followed students' own demand for more time for physical activity.
« The Department has begun steps to fill about 6,000 vacant physical education teacher posts in Tamil Nadu.
« The Minister released the School Paarvai 3.0 application and distributed handbooks to physical education teachers; teachers have been trained up to class three under the new curriculum.
* The School Education Department is functioning with an all-women team for the first time, and the class ten and class twelve public examination timetable for March and April 2027 was to
be released on 14 October 2026.
* 2026 21&@Lmui 13 sisrm), eFeiTement GaHML(BILITD Si6T0T600IT HIHDTETONH HIT6VS SATThiged HewLaUDD Wiiieys snl LSS, LeTeflé seeld semn SienésT . TrRGLnseT SpsHEH bl
ueiTerl &My S Leuemeooreml eleuarfludirLmy.
* QETM)] (PHEL LSS eUGLIL] 6UeDT eUMTSSleD cedTn) HL&6T 2 L H&evell, &b B seT emevorll LIMLLD 160608 LUMLILIMLE QFWELITE — AsTeug eumrsSHled ebgl Hlser 2 LHaeel Sieevs
Bemevor LML 6uGLIL.
* USlQETTEOTM) LLHMID LIETETITETOTLIMD euGSLILSBEBSHS auTTSSHe B 2L haeed euGLiser.
* REIGSILLL QeIReTH 2 LNH&el euGlyb (W(penwwnsl LweTuGSSUILL GausturBid; s1d), s 1e0evg) HnsSer SiglilenLulsh 6mhs wnesraubD eflenemumiqe) Sbhsgl eflessILLs snl gl
* 2 L6 QWL (B&HE 1hls Crrb Geustor(BL ereur onetoreuise erplifu Camflsensemils SMLibhg @bs wnhmid.
* SOIDPHTL 160 STedline 2_eier somT 6,000 2L haeell oyl uselsener HTILD BHL AU SHEDHHEDETS HIEDD OBTLRISILETETE).
* uererfltl LmMfemen 3.0 6Fwedemi siemiéer aeueflui @, 2 Lhasel SdfliiiseEndsed maGLBsener euprden; S UM SSILLSHler S apeod eu@Liy euenr SpAfiiseEbdeL LulhHa
siefl& s BeTens).
* LeTerlé &e0elS Hlemm (S (PEDMIITE (P(QEUGID CILITITEHET OHMETITL. @R 60T AFWIELBEMS; 2027 WNié WHMID eliTed UGSD WHMID LsiTerliTedorLmbd euGLlil Lngis Caiey Hmev
il Leuenevor 2026 21&GLMUT 14 sisttn) eeueflulL UL SEHSs!.
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QEOTM)] (1PS6D LSSHMD 6UGLIL|
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F5FIEN 2_5FT6Y
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ghewevtr GeuafluiL glemm

Shri A. Rajmohan, Minister for School Education; Anna Centenary Library auditorium, Kotturpuram, Chennai
H® . meGuonaedt, Leefls Gealld SienM AEMLOEST; SIETTETONT HIHDIETUIH HIT6VES TG, oM BILTLD, QF6iTeneT
Physical education on three days a week and co-curricular activity on two days
aunrdEled et HILseT 2 L H&eved, &b B ser ewevorll LML QEwedLITB
Two physical education periods a week
ansHled Qb 2 LhHaevell euGLILseT
School Paarvai 3.0, released along with the revised timetable
ueerll unFemey 3.0; HBSHW Srew i L eueneoonyLer eueflui®
About 6,000 vacant physical education teacher posts in Tamil Nadu
BIOLPHM 196D &edling o _efer sionT 6,000 2 L Haeved gydiflwir ugedser
No student is to be excluded from sports on grounds of caste, religion or colour
&g, 1D Si6VeV8) BINSSH 60T SigliLiemLuled 6rbg LmevoTeu(bLD eflewemuioe) Bmhsl eNessILLS snl Mg
Tamil Nadu School Education Department; the revised timetable covers classes one to twelve
BOPHNG LeTefld H606s Si6mm; HBSSHIL HT60 S L EUEHETIT QEITN) (PS6D LIOTEO{ITETOTLTD 6UGLIL| 6U6DT QLTIBHSID
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IMPORTANT DAYS
I (P&HSWI BT SH6iT

Ik} EASY
International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction observed on 13 October 2026 with the theme Resilience Starts at Home
I GuifiLi LT GewmliLssnen &Tau@se brer 2026 SisGLILT 13 S160Tm) SenLLidgésalulLg); smLaUnwer Werdlner 65l g6 OSMLhkiGSDE

The International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction was observed on 13 October 2026 with the theme Resilience Starts at Home, announced by the United Nations Office for Disaster
Risk Reduction on 21 June 2026. The day is observed every year on 13 October, a date designated by the United Nations General Assembly in 2009; the observance itself was first
established in 1989. The lead agency is the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction, known as UNDRR, which also runs a week of webinars around the date through its
PreventionWeb platform. The theme for 2026 turns attention to resilient housing, on the reasoning that disasters damage or destroy millions of homes every year, displacing families,
interrupting schooling and livelihoods and deepening poverty, and that a home built or retrofitted to withstand hazards is the first line of defence for a household. The observance is
anchored in the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030, which was adopted at the Third United Nations World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction held at
Sendai in Japan in March 2015 and which sets out seven global targets and four priorities for action, including understanding disaster risk, strengthening disaster risk governance,
investing in disaster risk reduction for resilience and enhancing disaster preparedness for effective response and to build back better in recovery and reconstruction. In India the apex
body for disaster management is the National Disaster Management Authority, constituted under the Disaster Management Act, 2005 and chaired by the Prime Minister, with the
corresponding State Disaster Management Authority in Tamil Nadu chaired by the Chief Minister.
2026 216@Lmui 13 sietrmy GuifiLi @Li Genmlissner sieuGses mem senLLiligébaliulLg); BetHner 6fi 196 OB h&ANg ereng S smLeLnmeT; Qeng mésu Br@asefler GuifiLy
8L ey sigieuesd 2026 g6t 21 sietin sinflefigss). Shesor®ECsTnIDd 1&GLILT 13 it @b BreT senL LIl sslILBGANE); Bbss CoHlenl oobH HNEs6T aungF semu 2009
b Hevor® HiTevoruiSssI; SbmeT (1S56dled 1989 Spid gpetor® HmieuliL’L gl &S BrBEsefler GUIILT LT &L HQIEIESD, HSTEUS] W].6T60T.19. ST SpiT., BH60T (LPeITEEUTTY, SiemLOLIL];
seng flaeusitaqeitaau sersdHler eufiins Sbss CoHlenwié sHI Qb eunT enetunl SHSSIHIGSeTLD 88 HLSSIEDE. HeTGCSIMID CufiL a6 el Fé HEHT60T 651D 5
BasILBSEIHDTET Si6bevEl ANSHTDET; GBIbLhISEDaT SLDOLWITE A5, HeeleniD UTPaINSTTSENSILID SeLULGSE, eunenwen SpoLLBSESISTmeT; SLIT 5 hl&LD
cuemsUTed HLLILLCL Siebevg) euILBSsILL 656 Qb GBLUSSHET (Woed ungisniyé Gan® — @b sugliuenLulsh 2026 swmuaUTmeT Wardner Wss efl (Heusdlbed seuetd
Heiydnsi. 2015 wniéded glunefler asermuieh meoLauHm CuiLT SLT Gewmliéaner pédlil BTBs6fer ceatmneag) 2 608 WHILIGE anaiulL, (g 2 aemeaiul Seaé@asenemyn
eI FWIeD (WeiTenflemiosemeniid au@H@&D CuiLT SLT Genmlybaener agerLmi sl Lenioli] 2015-2030 &b mreflsdr siqsgenbd; GuifiLi S el yfibg esmeteug), GuiiLi S
EBEDBOI QUIILBHSI6uE), etHpenisana Gl SLi Gemnliie wseS® eaieug), Smenoimer uHeIDiLsaTaab WL HmIb wns. BLoneTdsled Anins Werd
sl Baugnansa|d CufiLl swnihanesnw CuobuBssias Spdlamer sibs (pereiflenossr. @bHlwmels CGulLT Goenetrenioéster 2_&& sienwliy, GuflLi Goensoremiod sL1D, 2005
Bt S simwssILLL, 1NTs0T Senevenouiener Caal GulLi GLemeiTenio SpemeuoTLD; HOIPHTL I SiBHE& Qenevoniment wblert GuIfiL GLoeVMETITENLD S eDETMUISEIHE
(PSHEVEMIOEET HEMEVEMLD SHTTRIGEI .

KEY EXAM POINTS

« The International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction was observed on 13 October 2026 with the theme Resilience Starts at Home.
« The theme was announced by the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction on 21 June 2026.
« The day is observed every 13 October; the date was designated by the United Nations General Assembly in 2009 and the observance was first established in 1989.
« The lead agency is the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction, known as UNDRR, which runs a week of webinars through its PreventionWeb platform.
« The 2026 theme focuses on resilient housing, because disasters damage or destroy millions of homes each year, displacing families and deepening poverty.
« The observance is anchored in the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030, adopted at the Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction at Sendai, Japan, in
March 2015.
* The Sendai Framework sets out seven global targets and four priorities for action, beginning with understanding disaster risk and strengthening disaster risk governance.
« India's apex body is the National Disaster Management Authority, constituted under the Disaster Management Act, 2005 and chaired by the Prime Minister; the State Disaster Management
Authority in Tamil Nadu is chaired by the Chief Minister.
* 2026 @i&GLLT 13 st GuifiLl @LT Geomlisaner sieuGss bHeT senLifligébaliLg); SHUaUTHT BaTHneT 6196 OB RGSDE).
* @h55 sLeUTBemeT wéHEl HrBsefsr CufiLy ST Genniy sigieuesd 2026 g6t 21 sisitn snflelsss!.
* ST BCHTMID SSGLMLT 13 SiedTm) @bHreT SHenLlifligsslLBansg); Gadlen pédu BB aungs senu 2009 6 Hifeoulsss); Sbmrer Wsedled 1989 e HmieuiLL 8.
* wédWw prBsefler GuiiLl ST Genmii SIgIeus0&LD (I.6T60T.19. SbiT.SiT.) (peiT@eutiy. Siemioli]; LifleeueiTageiTaeu S6mD euILITE 65 6UMT Sen6ouTl SBSSIMhIGSED6T HLSHHIBDEI.
* esoBCaMMID CUlLTaH6T L sbaausoTeT siBaamens CealLBsS Sievag sfldsl GEDLURGmeT LIDaOLLITE O&lg), eunEnen SHLLBSHSIuBTED, 2026 SHLOUTHET BaTHDT Wlshas
efi Beuedluleh seuend &eldbEmE).
* 2015 wmi&dled grinesr agerLmuied pewLeunm CUALT BT GenmliLésner el BrBsafler cpatmmeus 2 68 IHIL I sl L. agermi sl Lenoliy 2015-2030 @bprefler Siqésenb.
* G560TLML HLL6WIOLIL| ET(1p 26 M Qe 1o o1& e1FIwed (edTenifleniogenemud euGsang; CuiiLl SLenal yfibg esmeteug) wHmid GuiLy SLT ShEpensHenl auRIILBGSSIeUS!
SieuDledr OIBMLSSHLD.
* @bFwnelesr 2_&& siemiotiy, GuflLir Gwenesuremioé &LL1b, 2005 Qeir & Siems&LILLL, T80T Seneveniouieoner Gadlis GuIlLi Goeumesurenio S emesonLD; SLOPHTL G607 mBlevlt Guifli
GLOELTETITEMLD SHEMETTLISEISS (PHEVEMLDEST HEWEVEWLD STHIGEDIT.
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Bpdwneflesr 2 &5 siemioliy

International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction, observed every year on 13 October
GuilLi 8L GewmlGaENe sTauGss HreT; hesurBEHIMID S1i&GLILT 13
Resilience Starts at Home, announced on 21 June 2026
Betmedr 6fil1960 OBMLRIGHADE!; 2026 g6t 21 Sietrmy Sinflefliy
United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR)
268 BIGsefler GUlLT BT GemmLi] SIQIEUVSHLD (I].6T6dT.1q.. ST . )
Designated 13 October by the United Nations General Assembly in 2009; observance first established in 1989
&AW BIGS6T UNgE Femu 2009 @6 2BGLMUT 13 s Hiievonuisss); bmrer (woHeds) 1989 e Hmeuli’L &)
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030, adopted at Sendai, Japan, in March 2015
GuilLiy BT Gewmléane aFerLmil s Lemioly 2015-2030; 2015 wmiédled guiunet aFedT_muisd ermaiL L&
Seven global targets and four priorities for action
el 2 esemeii BesG&eT HMID BTG A& (WereiflemloseT
National Disaster Management Authority, under the Disaster Management Act, 2005, chaired by the Prime Minister
Gad GuiflLiy Geunetorento gyemevoniid; GuIfiLi Goevnetoreniod &t b, 2005 @ebr &Lp; LITSION HewEvEmIo
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