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ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY

I SHMIFEESP60 & Lefuiuieh

8 vepium

Rare Spot-bellied Eagle-Owl photographed in the Janakikkad forest of Kozhikode district, Kerala
I Gamemmeler GaMAl&ECHENB neu L SSled 2 stem grerdlean® eueliLGSluled aiflw LeTefl euulHmy mrgmefl Spbemns LemaIULLD eTBHSLILLL &)

Wildlife photographers reported on 17 October 2026 the photographic record of a Spot-bellied Eagle-Owl, Bubo nipalensis, in the Janakikkad forest of the Maruthonkara panchayat in
Kozhikode district, Kerala. The record was described as the first photographic documentation of the species from that forest patch. The Spot-bellied Eagle-Owl, also called the Forest
Eagle-Owl, belongs to the order Strigiformes and the family Strigidae, and is one of the largest owls found in India. Adults measure about 50 to 65 centimetres, carry prominent
outward-slanting ear tufts and have bold dark chevron or arrowhead markings on a whitish belly, which give the bird its name. Despite being rare and elusive to observers, the species
is assessed as Least Concern on the IUCN Red List, with a declining population trend. It is a bird of dense evergreen and moist deciduous primary forest, tropical river valleys, terai
grassland edges and shola forest, mostly between about 900 and 1,200 metres, and ranges from the lower Himalaya eastwards through Myanmar into Indo-China, with populations in
the Western Ghats and Sri Lanka. It is a powerful nocturnal predator that takes junglefowl, pheasants, hares, rodents, civets, young deer, snakes and monitor lizards. Its loud, human-
sounding scream is the origin of the Sri Lankan Devil Bird or ulama legend. Janakikkad is a forest patch of roughly 325 acres along the Kuttiady river, where more than 160 bird
species have been recorded.
Gapemmeletr GamA&Gan® wreul LD, w@mEsnmhisenT 2anm dufsd o_eTer grerdésn® euaiugdules yerefl euulbm) nrgrefl sybews (Bubo nipalensis) yemaliLLib e@éslLlLs1s 2026
2166LMUT 17 siebim) euetTelevri® LemasliLLé seneehiser asflaldse. oihs euariLgSule Sbs Seb LemaliuL S5 uHeuneus SaiGe (w6 (Wenn 6T60Té s DULBADE. ‘66T
nggnerf] SyHens' eredTmIb Sien&HEILBL Sbs Bevrbd, el gl .Lmibev euflensemwid s fgflGL GBDUSmSLD Csibss); BbSluneie smeooriLB Ws Uil ybhenssEneT GeiTm).
eueMiThe Lmemey alom 50 (e 65 egenqISiLi Herb aeneorLg); eeueflliyplonss smibhs &g &ehemhieEbD, 6leuetoremLowIner euuihifled SIDL(LPEnEDT 6uIq6ud SBLLETaTSEbD Q6T
sienLwend — @gemGaG Suauw. setorenlls) LBeug siflaseafllanid, siauCss Suihensal UTHISHTIY QeamiusHler Al Liquwiels 88 'samade SLidleens (Least Concern)
BeomonaGeu AN LI [BeiTens); eTevflenid eTetorevoflbens GenDHE QUIBADSI. SLHTHS LIS HNID FIILGIONeT SeneowElT HTBSET, HHMIL LeTETSSTHEESHET, STl Leaeler]
Qurhge, Genenens BT Spdeunhried, aubuTgid 900 wsed 1,200 SLLT 2 wrdsle eunpéns. Sp @wuwioene (o6 el eufuine QbGsm-femm euenruiaid, GonHE&s
QBNLITES emev HMID Sevrtiensuigid LrelujeTens. ST GECEMS, aseasifl, (PWie), ASMMleTll&6T, LsnI@LILLemeDT, oM @GL1q&6lT, LMbLSET, 2_(BLgseT hdleunenn GeulenLwin®b
suedlemiowinesr BreGrr GeulenL Ll Lmene. aufles snége) GuTeTn 56T Sieumed 660GW Sevrhienauledt '2_eomon' ergnitd GUILL LMEneLS H60S5HE MGLILEDL. GLIGWIMG DD LIqI
alomy 325 adsl uglifeoner gnerdlbsniige 160&@n GuhulL upeney QeThise LideundliLeTereor.

KEY EXAM POINTS

* Reported on 17 October 2026 from the Janakikkad forest, Maruthonkara panchayat, Kozhikode district, Kerala.

« Species: Spot-bellied Eagle-Owl, scientific name Bubo nipalensis; also called the Forest Eagle-Owl.

< IUCN Red List status: Least Concern, with a declining population trend — rare to see, but not a threatened species.

« Order Strigiformes, family Strigidae; one of the largest owls in India at about 50 to 65 centimetres.

« Identified by outward-slanting ear tufts and bold dark arrowhead markings on a whitish belly.

< Habitat: dense evergreen and moist deciduous forest, river valleys, terai and shola, mainly 900 to 1,200 metres.

« Its human-like scream is the source of the Sri Lankan Devil Bird, or ulama, legend.

« All Indian owls are listed in Schedule | of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972.
* 2026 21&@Lmui 17 sisorm) Capemn, Gaml&EGsn(® oneul L, o®EsMhisemr i, grerdléssn(® suarliLgSuled ufley.
* @evrid: yeerfl euulHmy el pbens; snflefwisd auwii Bubo nipalensis; 'suenr nngnefl ybhens' eredTmID Sien&SSILBSADE.
* IUCN dlautiytl L' iquieb [Slemev: ‘seuemendd @LLbleveunss' (Least Concern); eretoresolléens &emmibgl eUBEDE — fHTergI, Shevnmed ileydHe 2_eTemmer Eevrid Siedev.
* el figdlsumiibeiv eufleme, sl MG G@LbLId; stom 50-65 61&.15. Bersgi et @bdluneded st aufli Sybhenss@net QedTm).
* eauaflymIonss EMibhs S8 GEpehiseT, feuesor euuIhHIe) SHDLLPENEIT AlG6uS SBLDLETeMNS6T — QemeuBL SiemLILIMENLD.
* UMPILLD: SILIT LIGemLOMDIT HIID T @eweowSlT STBS6T, SOOI LeTeTdHsndeaser, SImil, Gemenev; (wéslons 900-1,200 WSLLE.
* weolled snéaed GUTETD SieuMed EIGIW Bevrhienauler ‘2 _somor GUILL LNEn6aUs HengdHE Mg LILIDL .
* @hFwneleir SiemenTSHE SpHews SevhiseEnd 1972 eustelomi@ll (LUngisn) s L SHer Si L euenenor | 60 2_eiemeor.
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17 October 2026, from the Janakikkad forest in Kozhikode district, Kerala
2026 26GLmui 17; Gagent, GamfléEGsn(® wreulLib, grerdlssn(® euerliLi@s
Bubo nipalensis, the Spot-bellied Eagle-Owl or Forest Eagle-Owl
Bubo nipalensis — yeierll euulihmy mggnerfl sybems Sicbevs) eueot mmgmer] Sybems
Least Concern, with a declining population trend
HeuenesH@ SLLbleensg (Least Concern); ereturenollbens @Genmiba! eUBEDE!
Order Strigiformes, family Strigidae; owls of the genus Tyto form the separate family Tytonidae
el figdlsumiben eurflems, sl MgfGL &@ibuD; emLGLm Guifleor) L ewL Syhensser enLGLNeflGL erenib Hevflés @&@BLbLD
Indian owls are in Schedule | of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, the highest level of protection
B T 1972 el (Ungisiy) &L gHler i Leuenesor | e — 106 2 _WiiThs LGS
A forest patch of about 325 acres along the Kuttiady river in Kozhikode district, with over 160 bird species recorded
GamplsGan( neu L sl GLliguimg gpheon QUi somT 325 aé&sl euamiugd); 1606@b GunulL unsne: GehigeT Lfle)

The species' scream is linked to the Sri Lankan Devil Bird, or ulama, also called Maha Bakamuna
Bs6i1 sie0med 68 Bevrhiensulledt '2_somor GUILIT LMD 6T OSTLILUGSSILGEMDS); 'LOQDT LIS(LPETT' ereTayLd QWILT
Other large Indian owls include the Eurasian Eagle-Owl, the Dusky Eagle-Owl and the Forest Owlet, the last being Endangered and
endemic to central India
BhHunedssr Im auflw sybesser: w,Erd el spbens, HmHen TNl Hhbhens; HHW BhHineysEEs 2 flul 'aler Hbhens'
siflefeor efleflibiiieh (Endangered) o eierg)
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FSSAI notifies a draft amendment barring added sucrose and fructose in foods for infants up to six months of age
I )M 10N QULGSSLLLL SLHEDSSEHSSMET 2_6tueyll aLUNBL &6l &&Grmev wHmD Nrs&GLTe GaTliLanss Senl OFLLID aemTe)s HbsHss56ms FSSAl amelsss)

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India notified on 16 October 2026 the draft Food Safety and Standards (Foods for Infant Nutrition) Amendment Regulations, 2026, and
announced the move publicly on 17 October 2026. The draft amends the Food Safety and Standards (Foods for Infant Nutrition) Regulations, 2020, which govern infant milk
substitutes, infant foods, milk cereal based complementary food, processed cereal based complementary food and follow-up formula for children from birth to twenty-four months. The
operative change is a composition rule, not a labelling rule: sucrose and fructose shall not be added to products intended for infants up to the age of six months. Under the existing
position lactose and glucose polymers are the preferred carbohydrate sources, and sucrose and fructose were permitted only where technologically necessary and within prescribed
limits. FSSAI linked the tightening to the risks of early-life exposure to added sugars, rising childhood obesity and the protection of exclusive breastfeeding for the first six months,
which is the norm recommended by the World Health Organization and UNICEF. Objections and suggestions from the public have been invited for sixty days from the date on which
copies of the Official Gazette notification are made available to the public. FSSAI is a statutory body established under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, functioning under the
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare with its headquarters at New Delhi.

2026 2168LuT 16 Siedtn) '2_svoell LIS HDID SOFIT6NL (Slphens ool §558 2 emieysen) Hbss efidlser, 2026 eranib cuenreney @bl 2_evorayll LNSISMIL| LHMID
srbifeoo spemevonud (FSSAI) sflelsss); 6GLUT 17 sisttm & eungiaeuefluied snfefdsiulLg. Dl Wwse SmEUSE! HeTE LoNShiSHET eUenTuUTe0NeT @GLhHens s EbSHSTET
SMLOLTED IDHM)| 2_600TEYSET, GSLPHENS 2_6T0T6YS6T, LiTed-Smevfll SiqLiLienLulermeor Slemeor 2_evoteysel, LSLILBSSILL L STeoflil SiqILenLuleumer Slemeuor 2_eooteysel, ST 2’| §&58I01
unelione) hieunenn QRhIGLGSSID 2020 opb Setur( elflaeEnse 88 Hpssonen. 8g Gl asnLiuTer el oisba — seemer (Composition) asmLiuTeT effl: gym) s
QUISHIESLLLL GLHenSSHEb&HESTET aLNBLS6f6 &&Ermen whHmib T&sGLTen CaissliuLs snlngl. sHEUTmsW Hleneuie) mésGLTen WwHMID &EnsGaTen LTedlofesGer elpusséHs
LONEYEEHS SpSTITEIGET; OSTHHI LS Coemer Bmhbsme L BEL euenTNGHILLL Sietals &&GTme, T&GLTen SigindléaiulLer. Senb auigle CsibsliulL &7&semruler
HUSGIGET, JF SIS U GSPHeDSLI LIHE 2L HLIBLOET, 2 608 SFSHTST EMeueT(D Weoflagsliyib LfibgenTo@D (WeHe Spmi nghiser Smiiumed i GEW' aenib aprl spdieunennsd
smrevonons FSSAl sl9ésniquig). HnAs) snelsensuledr HeesHeT OLNGI&ESEDHESS HenL&sas aFINILGLD BrefleSiphe ML HTLSEbHEGT o CELEnaTSEHD LflhaIenTa @b
Gamiiu Berereor. 2006 Qb SpevoT® 2_6vwTEYLI LTGISMLIL| LHMID STHIT6voNLE &L SHl6T S SiembsIL L sl L Teu Siemoliuner FSSAI, &ansmib wHoib GBI HeSSIenn
SemEEHSH 6 S LigIHlev6Slemi HemevemoullLLonss CSMeso® OFWeLIBEDEI.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Draft notified on 16 October 2026 and announced on 17 October 2026 by FSSAI.
« Instrument: the draft Food Safety and Standards (Foods for Infant Nutrition) Amendment Regulations, 2026.
« Parent regulation: the Food Safety and Standards (Foods for Infant Nutrition) Regulations, 2020.
« Core provision: sucrose and fructose shall not be added to products intended for infants up to six months of age.
« This is a composition restriction, not a labelling or advertising rule.
« Lactose and glucose polymers remain the preferred carbohydrate sources in infant formulations.
« Objections and suggestions invited for sixty days from the date Gazette copies are made available to the public.
« FSSAIl is a statutory body under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.
* 2026 21&GLMUT 16 2160t euemre) sinflefidsin’Lg); sibGLILT 17 sisirmy FSSAI aungeeuefluiish onflelsssi.
* SHQU6TTTID: _6TuTe Ll LTSI LoHMID STHTetonL (GLhens 2| §555 2 W &6T) Hbds eldlaer, 2026 — euemmey.
* cpev el 2_eoteyll LNGISMLIL| LOHMID STHIT6TNL (SLbews 2oL §558 2 ewteyser) efiFlser, 2020.
* &AW eflF: Sym) OMH ULSISEGLLILL GLHEnSSEHEHSTET LTS &&EEITen, NTsGLTen Caissd: snlNg).
* 88 sevemeu (Composition) esLTUTeT &L GEULTE; GeuLlle Sisbevg) eflembLr el Sievev.
° BPHwS 2_eTuTe s Hevemeuserley eom&EELTeN WHMID GEHéEGHMen LTedioTsGem efl(poLSSEE NEUFFSHS SSMITHSETTHS OSMLTSITMEDT.
> 2TABLP HHELSET ELITGIDESHEDHSS HewL 5SS Hefledlbbs MG BT SEHHES - CaLiemenser, LifibgienTaer GamliL [BeTemeor.
* 2006 ayib 24600r(B 2_evoTel LTGISIL| LoHMID STHITENLE §L5H60T S GHMSMT JeMEFSHSHS 60T S QFWILLEID &L Teu siemwl FSSAI
STATIC GK CONNECT

Notified on Draft notified 16 October 2026; announced publicly 17 October 2026
2flelssIuCL HreT 2026 216G 16 siettm) uenrey smfleiiiy; si6ELILT 17 et aung simflediy
Key provision No added sucrose or fructose in products intended for infants up to six months of age
WaEW g SHM) DTS QULGISEGSL UL GSLHDSSHEHHSTE UNBLs6fe &&HEImen, UTsGLTe Gaidbsns HemL
FSSAI Established under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006; it began functioning in 2008 and is headquartered at New Delhi
BhFlw 2ot UNGISTIL LHMID SIHITETONL S EDETITLID 2006 oyib et01(® 26wl LTSI oHMID STBITemNE 5L SHl6r S Siemdai’Lg); 2008 Q6 AFWOLLS OSTLTRIEILIS);
BHeweenoulL b Ljg)Flebed
Parent ministry Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India
BLOGVITETITEMLD SIEMLOFFHID B 1dledT HHEMSMID HMID GSBIDL HEOSSHIEDM HEMIDFEFHID
Scope of the 2020 rules Infant milk substitutes, infant foods, milk cereal based and processed cereal based complementary foods and follow-up formula,
2020 efldsaflsir erer6men from birth to twenty-four months
SMLILTE IHD) £ USET, GLPIF bl Y&e6lT, Lmed-Smeofli oHmIb USLILEGSSILLL STl 5160600 2_600T6)&6T, GMLIT LeDLoNe);
DL (WH6d 24 NShiseT euemT
Breastfeeding norm The World Health Organization and UNICEF recommend exclusive breastfeeding for the first six months of life
SMLULILITED EYBD 2 Q& SFSMSNT HnieueTLD WeollaFSILD (S Hm) NSHSHEBSESS ST I BGEL uflibglenTéalsTmeot
Related Indian law The Infant Milk Substitutes, Feeding Bottles and Infant Foods (Regulation of Production, Supply and Distribution) Act, 1992,
AsMLILeLIL @blé s LID amended in 2003, restricts the promotion of breast-milk substitutes
smiiumed wrHni eunbLseflsr efemburSanss sLBULGSSID 1992 ohib syetor® IMS sLLiD, 2003 86 HHEHSILLLSI
Public consultation Sixty days from the date Official Gazette copies are made available to the public
oungis &mSs GaLLed TSP BHES6T OLNGIOESHEBHSS HewLb&E aFLILGD BrefleSlbhs) SMILS BT ST
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Government reconstitutes the Financial Services Institutions Bureau and appoints S.C.L. Das as its part-time Chairperson
I H8& Gaemey HlmeuevTraseT LTS WNIFTEMLONL; LGS GBHIS HeweV6UTTs 6r6in.dl.6T60. 6N HlILOEDTD

The Union Government reconstituted the Financial Services Institutions Bureau with effect from 16 October 2026, naming Subhas Chandra Lal Das as part-time Chairperson for a term
of three years. Das is a retired Indian Administrative Service officer of the 1992 batch, AGMUT cadre, who retired on 30 April 2026. He has served as Additional Secretary to the
Lieutenant Governor of Delhi, Principal Finance Secretary of Delhi, Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Home Affairs, Director General of Hydrocarbons in the Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas, Secretary of the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises and, additionally, Secretary of the Ministry of Steel. He succeeds Bhanu Pratap Sharma, whose
extended tenure ended on 30 June 2026, leaving the post vacant for more than three months. Six part-time members were appointed for three years in two panels. For public sector
banks and public financial institutions: Arijit Basu, former Managing Director of the State Bank of India; Satish Kashinath Marathe, a Director on the Central Board of the Reserve Bank
of India; and Ramanathan Subramanian, a former Executive Director of the Reserve Bank of India. For public sector insurers: Siddhartha Mohanty, former Chief Executive and
Managing Director of the Life Insurance Corporation of India; Neerja Kapur, former Chairman-cum-Managing Director of New India Assurance; and T.L. Alamelu, former Whole-Time
Member for non-life business at the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India. The Bureau recommends whole-time directors and non-executive chairpersons of public
sector banks, public financial institutions and public sector insurance companies, and advises on appointment, transfer, extension and termination as well as on performance appraisal
and a code of conduct. It only recommends; the final decision rests with the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister.
2026 216@Lmui 16 (psed HevLWpennéE U euenasuleh 'HiFlé Gaeney HneueThissr LaulliLasems' (FSIB) eemiw sirs: wnfTenogs), &6l shEIT eomed STeiv HeUTHEDeT CLoedTm]
HTNBEHERSGL UGHCHIS SHeweaunns Huidlsssl. 1992 b gyesor® ifley, AGMUT GsLenné Gaibg eiieyaLnn S ap Al Lewofl siflsmflwner eut 2026 ertired 30 sistTmy
@ueeaubDT. Hebed slemevorhleney S Ebbifle &n(BHe0 aFwevne, Hlevedl (WHeiTemio HFE QFUIETENTT, 2_6TEHIEDD HeWDEFs Eemevord OFwieem, QUL GTmesiwid wHnId SuiHens errfleumy]
SEMDEESHSSH 60T emanL BInanTueiTen SWSEHT OgeTTe, GNI-An-HBSSTS OSMH6 HeDDEFHE QFWENE, S (BHEVNS 6T:@ JNEMDESFHF OFeTeTT SWd Lselsener euddseui. 2026
229601 30 sieotm) Bl g sslUL L Lsellssmed (iabs Lte NTs siwneyébeL et Siusel cpen) IshisEnsGD Coanss sredluns Smhss!. PNl HesTBsEnsS M LGS GBI
2_miiderniser B &(&semms HUIASSILLL6TT. UTGISSInD euhidseT wHID aung B HinieieheeEbéd: SbHul evBLL eurtidule (perermer Hieuns SubEhT Siflgls ures:,
BnbHw faiey eurhid) oW eunflusHer BusSnT §856q sMABNS LIMTSHEs; BbHw fafe eurtudluledr (pereormer Hifeuns GUISGSMDI TGOS SITOCUOILIET. OLTEISHSDDE STITLGB
BineueThISEH&S: DbSIL SpieT SIS BH HlpodS6T (PeTaTTeT Hemaenlo Bifeuns aHsm fssniss awranba; By, Qb Siequ,TeTe HINIEUETSS 6T (6OTETTET Hemeveur-Bleuns
BusGnhl Bign sul; @bHlw s @ @uhiewsnn Gubur B ayenenusdler weitermer wwwGhT 2 miiflen (Aungid smiSE) w.ere. SeGLEI. ALTSISSIEDD euhidseT, LTS Bl
BimeuesTiisse, OUNEISEImDS SMISLE Bineuehisefler wwGHT QWwsEbiseT HID HifeuTsonn SHeneveuisenert LflbsenTiug, Bioeorb-LeofuiL wrhHob-BLigl-LieoollBéetb
&S5 Ceonsenet aulprhiGeus Lsoollussdler Lsoofl. &g ufibgienr wi GG asiub; 8niF (wigey, NSl Senaenouiener sienoésTeneal HLDeTS &(QeflLD 2_6Ters).

KEY EXAM POINTS

« The Financial Services Institutions Bureau was reconstituted with effect from 16 October 2026.

« S.C.L. Das, a retired 1992-batch IAS officer of the AGMUT cadre, was named part-time Chairperson for three years.

« He succeeds Bhanu Pratap Sharma, whose extended term ended on 30 June 2026.

« Banking panel members: Arijit Basu, Satish Kashinath Marathe and Ramanathan Subramanian.

« Insurance panel members: Siddhartha Mohanty, Neerja Kapur and T.L. Alamelu.

« FSIB recommends whole-time directors and non-executive chairpersons of public sector banks, public financial institutions and public sector insurers.

« The final appointment decision rests with the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister.

« FSIB was set up in 2022, replacing the Banks Board Bureau, after the Delhi High Court in 2020 held the Bureau was not competent to select directors of state-run general insurers.
* 2026 21&GLMLT 16 (036 HenL(penndHd U euenasulsd HHs Gaemeu HmeueiiaeT Looflsb niSTenossi Lg).
* 1992 gyib yevor® Wifley, AGMUT GaLemné Cainbg @ieeunn IAS siflandl erei.dl.ered. e epeiTm| hetur(BaHEHEHG LGS CHIS Semeveu.
* 2026 gg2ebr 30 siedtm Bligbsiu L ugelsateld (igbs LUngnl NTsL sioneyseL e @eui ouTMILIGUDHEADTT.
* eurl Lifley & milufeoriser: oiflgdld Lna, ed6iq sMABNS WIMSES, o7 SLITLO60DIWLI6OT.
* s @0 Wifley 2_mufeniser: Assniss ewnanbs, Biom su, 19.676). Si0ELI.
* UNEgISSIOD euhidlseT, OUNg) Bl HineuaThasr, aLngiSaenns Sl Hneuearhisefler Ww@CHT SubGbissr wHnIb BHifeunsohn saeauisener FSIB uflbgenTsans).
* 8@miH Blwioer (igey WITSION Semevemiouleunenr Siemio&sTene HLoeTé GpefiLiD 2_6Terg.
* 2020 @6 Hlevedl 2w BHloetins SitdeL edr, eure eumflwi’s ueoflwssEHe (BBB) wnbhmna 2022 & FSIB 2 meundaiul Lg).

STATIC GK CONNECT

Effective from 16 October 2026, for a term of three years
HEDL(PEDDEHS 6UbHS HI6T 2026 2i6G@Lnui 16; cpediim) S6tr(BaEnsHE

New Chairperson
LW semev6ut
Predecessor
(WetT@evriig.
FSIB constituted
FSIB 2_@peunésid
Why BBB was replaced
BBB omhpLiLl L &yesorid

Parent department

BLosVTETITEmIOS &I6mM
Final authority

8nid aiflsnid
Composition

SiemioliLy

Subhas Chandra Lal Das, retired IAS officer of the 1992 batch, AGMUT cadre
&Lnelq s eomed Smero — 1992 gyib yevor® Wifley, AGMUT GaLil, Qieyeunm IAS siflsmfl
Bhanu Pratap Sharma, the first Chairman of the Bureau, whose extended tenure ended on 30 June 2026
ueofliLisSSeiT (e seweveull Lmgy s siiom; Blgbsiul L uselbameb 2026 g6t 30 siern) Hepmey
2022, replacing the Banks Board Bureau which had been set up in 2016
2022; 2016 86b siemwdaliulL eurd eurfluil ueollussdne (BBB) wmhmrs
The Delhi High Court held in 2020 that the Banks Board Bureau was not a competent body to select directors of state-run general
insurance companies
oungISgIEmDL Lngs STISLEG Hineuer Qusenisenens Gorey s BBB s&Hwnng erer 2020 &6 Seved 2 wii Béloeimid
Situefsss
Department of Financial Services, Ministry of Finance

1353 seaddlen HiFs G T Gl6mm
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister, takes the final decision on these appointments
855 Buwerhsefle @niH (i aeuBlug TS & Qevreot F BILoeuTs G0

One part-time Chairperson and six part-time members, three for banking and three for insurance, each for a term of three years
QB UGHCHIS sSemevall, M UGSHCHT 2 NIl — eurhidlée coaul, ML BeE caul; He cpeiTn) SpesorBaeT
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Supreme Court bars converts to Islam from Tamil Nadu's 3.5 per cent Backward Classes (Muslim) sub-quota; State says it will amend the law (verdict
15 October 2026, State response 17 October 2026)

SOPHTL 60T 3.5 F86i8 IDLBSHSILLL euGLILleoTT ((Lpevedld) 2 6T Q&GS emL Wb wmlweuiaer G (iqing) ereor 2 _&& HHloetinib STiL; sl HHoHSD e\sTesorBeuriBD
eréor LomHley Sirar Sflediliy (Sl 2026 SisGLmuf 15; wnble imleliy isbGLIuT 17)

A Bench of Justices Prashant Kumar Mishra and Shree Chandrashekhar of the Supreme Court on 15 October 2026 dismissed the Special Leave Petition filed by the Government of
Tamil Nadu and upheld a judgment of the Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court. The High Court, through Justices G.R. Swaminathan and P.B. Balaji, had on 25 June 2026 struck
down Government Order (Ms) No. 31 dated 9 March 2024 as unconstitutional and arbitrary. That order had allowed persons converting to Islam from the Backward Classes, the Most
Backward Classes, the Denotified Communities and the Scheduled Castes to be treated as Backward Class (Muslim) and to receive community certificates under one of the seven
notified Backward Class (Muslim) communities. The High Court held that an executive order cannot override binding judicial precedent, that clubbing Scheduled Caste and Backward
Class converts into a single category is arbitrary, and that a convert becomes only a Muslim and cannot claim a birth-based community such as Labbai. The Supreme Court reasoned
that social backwardness tied to a person's original religion or caste cannot be transferred to a different religious community on conversion. The case arose from a plea by Sameer
Ahamed N., born a Hindu, who converted to Islam in 2015 and sought a community certificate as a Muslim Lebbai. On 17 October 2026 at Madurai, the Tamil Nadu Minister for
Electricity and Law, R. Nirmalkumar, said the State was taking steps to amend the law governing the Government Order so as to protect reservation for Muslims who had converted
from other religions, and that the decision followed consultations with Muslim political parties.
o &g BHlen BHuHseT 1NTEMHS GLOMT Wlevm wHmID gﬁ sHATCEHT SiLhd siofey, 2026 s&ELILT 15 st SONDHTE ST SNbase QFLS ALY IS EDIEnaIS SHETEHLI
a&lg), aFeiTener 2 wii BHoeT walenTs Hememuier Silienu 2 NFILESSILE. BHuHser &).ayi. seumblbrser wHmID 19.19. uneungdl SyAGWIMT 2026 g96br 25 Siedrmy, 2024 s 9
CaHul’ L airsmeneuor (Hlemev) eretor 31gy STHUIEDLOLILGHE (PTEUTTETS], HEOTEO |FEMEUITETS| 6T60TSH dni)l TSI SIS BHS6E0TT. IHLGSSILL L euG N6, seyD NIDLBSSILLL
au@flery, snelssiuLng sepshiser, UL guiedler eudlifern apdCGunledmha Sevensgise aib wimlieuisener 1IDUGSSILL euGLi ((evedidD)' ereotéd &HE), smlefidbaiLL e
BC(M) sepsriasener @emmledr Sp sndlé sneimbis euphis Sibs enetn afleu&Sssl. BSIeTns Sillenu Qb Blifeuns Syemeuor D (IS eTedTmID, UL lquieSleor Hmib NHUGSSILLL
@l sib fGwneny @G flefleh GailILE SeiTevllFemaIneTg) eredTmID, WD wmilwieud ‘peedid' I GG Sydm, eoliemwu Guretin WML EMibHS SepsdHensd CHMT (LPIGUINE) eTedTmID
o wif BT sn g Queurfler g6 WHD Siedes) FTHIL 6T ASTLILEDLI Fepsll IIDLESSILLL Henaveni, wsib e et Geun| &EF FApsSHDE MDD (PIGIITE] 6T6T &6
Blwetid eflendalLg). Sbageunatl Npbag 2015 Qe Gevenssise Ml S5 Sislos) ereTLeuT, ‘Wevedib AevlienLl’ ereuré sneis CamiuGs eupsdler asMsaid. 2026 isGELILT 17
21601 geTUed G SOPHNEH LOlETEILD WHIID FLLSSIMD iewL&ET Spif. Bifoed@LT, D wahisefledlbbal M (pevedlbaEnésTer SLesIsbS L LTGSSELD euenauis
SITEMNEMEVT OSMLITLITEDT L SWSS SH(BSHS BLOUGEHEDS T(BSHSLILBEUSTHED, (LPeivedid iTdlied sl daEnLeir HabsTCNds8s @6y sBSaLILLLSTEaID OSHlefSsT.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Supreme Court Bench of Justices Prashant Kumar Mishra and Shree Chandrashekhar dismissed Tamil Nadu's Special Leave Petition on 15 October 2026.
« It upheld the Madras High Court, Madurai Bench judgment of 25 June 2026 by Justices G.R. Swaminathan and P.B. Balaji.
« The High Court had struck down G.O. (Ms) No. 31 dated 9 March 2024 as unconstitutional and arbitrary.
« Reasoning: social backwardness attached to a person's original religion or caste does not transfer on conversion.
« Tamil Nadu's Backward Class (Muslim) sub-quota is 3.5 per cent, carved out of the 30 per cent Backward Classes quota within the State's 69 per cent total reservation.
« The BC (Muslim) sub-quota was introduced in 2007 on the recommendation of the Tamil Nadu Backward Classes Commission, using Ambasankar Commission data.
« The seven notified BC (Muslim) communities are Ansar, Dekkani Muslims, Dubekula, Labbai, Mapilla, Sheik and Syed.
* On 17 October 2026 Minister for Electricity and Law R. Nirmalkumar said the State would amend the law to protect the quota for converts.
* BHudlaer NTembs @i e, urh shHIGesi siLmd 2 f& Blosin aiofey 2026 Si&GLILT 15 Sieim SOIDHIIG60T AP SIgIod) EDIeDeUs SETEBLILY OFLISE.
*» BHudlaer eil. o, seumslpngeot, 19.19. umeongdl eupradi 2026 ggetr 25 GaHluiL L waiemrs Semerd Sl 2 M OLIiL’Lg).
* 2024 omi& 9 GaHul’L sirsmeneuo (flemev) eretor 31 SITAILIEENLOLILISHE (PTETIITETS) 6T60Té Snl THE! OSLILIILLIQBHSEI.
* SMTETUILD: SiF6D LOGHID 66V &M EMMiHS Fepsll LIDLBSSILLL Hlemev, SID LML 65T LMHDLILIL (LIGWINE).
* S8BT BC ((peivedlid) 2 e 81680 3.5%; @81 69% 6wnds BLeabs  Bé@er 2 erem 30% WNHu@ESsiu L auelilean eass neombsa NflesiuLg).
* SUDLINEFRIBT DTS HTESEMETL LILETLBSHS!, SBOPBHIE NDHLBESSILLGLMT Syemevonwis Lifibgienmuier Guiflsd 2007 Qeb Bbs 26T REGED 2_[HeuTdHaeLILLL g
* amlefdsiulL e BC (Wsvedlid) sewsmige: HedTa, Habsmeuofl (pevedlibaer, HGLEG6T, eolisnu, ifarener, Gaqd, EnELIS).
* 2026 21&@LmLT 17 si6dtmy), &b mGWIMfledr @&I6S emLL LT&IsTssE 5. LS SHBSHSD 6smeorBeuTiLBD 6rer Sieno&al . BT esflelssmd.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Supreme Court Bench Justices Prashant Kumar Mishra and Shree Chandrashekhar; verdict delivered on 15 October 2026
o &5 BHloedtm Sioiey Béudlaer nenbsd @ Wevnm, uf ebHrGes; Siy 2026 bGLILT 15

High Court verdict

2w Félosms Sy
Order struck down

158 QELWNLLL S emesor
Tamil Nadu reservation

SODH1 G BLR5IEEE
Origin of the sub-quota

2 61 QEIGEL Q6T OHTLHED

Seven BC (Muslim) communities
e BC ((weivedlid) selpshigen
Key precedent
(&SN (LPEITERIHMT6ETOTLD

Constitutional backdrop
irélweventoliil ebTeoTevof]

Madras High Court, Madurai Bench, 25 June 2026, by Justices G.R. Swaminathan and P.B. Balaji
egeiTement 2wl HHoen WaiemTEH Hewar, 2026 g6ir 25; B ST ). Qi seumBAbBeot, 19.19. ureoned)
Government Order (Ms) No. 31 dated 9 March 2024
2024 & 9 GaHul L sirenenevor (Hlemev) eretor 31
Total 69 per cent; Backward Classes 30 per cent, within which the Backward Class (Muslim) sub-quota is 3.5 per cent
engsib 69%; MHLESSLILLL eugliflent 30%, spn&er BC (wsvedlb) 2 6T @&i686 3.5%
Introduced in 2007 on the recommendation of the Tamil Nadu Backward Classes Commission, using Ambasankar Commission data;
a parallel 3.5 per cent Backward Class (Christian) quota was later withdrawn
SIDLINETRIGT ShemeToTLLS ST 60T, SOPBIE NDHLGSSIL.GLNT gpemevonu LfibgienTuierig 2007 @6 2_HeuTssUILLL §); SeweTorLimet
3.5% BC (Hinflshvseu) 981650 ettt Spbutl aupriulLg)
Ansar, Dekkani Muslims, Dubekula, Labbai, Mapilla, Sheik and Syed
e, Séaneunt] (peedibaer, HIGLG6LM, eullenL, lifleTenst, Gaqs, enauwis)

G. Michael versus S. Venkateswaran, relied on by the High Court; the Supreme Court has also held that a person converting to a

religion other than Hinduism, Sikhism or Buddhism cannot be treated as a Scheduled Caste member
o _wif BHlosdimid EMihs ‘e, enoéBaed el eTe. OeurisGLevEUTET auPEE; @bEl, FHSIL, OLMSHID VNS WHSEHNE LommeuT
uligwiedleor 2 QIfeTned SmSLUILL WILLAT eetugib & &8 BHloems Sty

Tamil Nadu's 69 per cent reservation is protected by the Tamil Nadu Act 45 of 1994, placed in the Ninth Schedule of the Constitution
SOPHT 6T 69% BLYEIGSE, sirdueeniolifesr QeTUsTeaus L euenemnuied GeiobsiulL 1994 gyb oyetor® SOPHIE & LD 45 epeuld
UNgI&n&aLILBEADS
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DEFENCE & NATIONAL
I ungsniy & G

| 05 YIIINY
North Korea announces an underwater test of the Zam-2.0 precision-guided torpedo with artificial intelligence applied to detection and guidance (test
15 October 2026)
ST 1560 LHMID QUL SSNISGE O1FUIDHENE HleTorerorleneull LTLBESESID 'gmb-2.0" gievedl euflean’ G LmikliGLrelsr Bméauis Gansenerenit eul asmflwn nflelsss)
(Bengemenr 2026 sx&GLMUT 15)

The Korean Central News Agency announced on 17 October 2026 that North Korea had conducted an underwater test of a new super-speed precision-guided torpedo weapon system
named Zam-2.0 on 15 October 2026. The agency described the test as a great success that foreshadowed a major change in naval development. The distinguishing claim is that
artificial intelligence has been applied to the weapon's target detection and guidance systems. The stated purpose was to confirm the technical updating of a new-type torpedo weapon
system, including core technology for raising propulsion efficiency and the performance of its rocket-propulsion device. The agency said more than one hundred and eighty related
tests had been carried out over five years. The work was attributed to the Academy of Defence Science, the Missile Administration and the Torpedo Weapons Research Bureau, with
oversight by unnamed key national defence officials. South Korean analysts read the system as designed to be difficult to detect or evade and as aimed at major surface combatants
of the Republic of Korea Navy, and as part of an effort to expand submarine-launched torpedo capability. No speed, range or depth figures were released, and no claim of nuclear
capability was made. North Korea is the only state ever to withdraw from the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, having formally withdrawn on 10 January 2003, and
is under a series of United Nations Security Council sanctions beginning with Resolution 1718 of 2006.
2026 216GLmui 15 oiedrmy 'gmb-2.0" eredriL@o Y iHGeus sievediw euflan’ @ LG Syws siemolienu Bmésquies Cendldssns el aamflnelsr oS asid Hnieued
(KCNA) 2026 2:&@Lnuf 17 sieotm) snflellssg). @5Gsngemner aLHD aeuhn) eredtmid, sLhUenL euatiFdlulish QLB WMbmsens (weitemilailiLg eretnid 218 efleuflsss. Sesenad
&60orLILD LoHMID eUAIBL S0 Siemiolisefleh QFIHens MHietorevoriiey LWIETLBSSILLBeTeng) ereiTLGs SHeuflSSIaUoner nbhnl. 2 HEiHe Hnenerr 2 WITSEID HqliLenL g OSTHlemI LD
LoHMID TNEESL 2 _HhaiH60 FNHeTHHlen aswHDeT 2 arefl L yHu auens LITIGCLT sismiolifedr asmdleomi il ygsiilenu 2 niSiuGsgacs Csngeneruier CrTéssaLeTs dn DL LS.
ohg) SesorBSefleh HIHM eTeTorLFIGSD CoHULL aSTLTLenLw G S6iT L SSLILILL Wb SibEmieueTd asflelsss). UngsIL sfleluled ASTLLS, aesensoor Hifeunsid, LmiiGLm
W PIMLEA] LesofllsHd Spdlutemen @lisvofluied FEULLSTHSD, aUIT SHILILLLTS (Wwaéws Cadwis ungisiy siflsmflser Conunieneui L sTaayd saplillLg). S HeusnE&id
SUNILBHSLD HIQETONS CUIGEUMSSLILL B, OH60T ASMILS SLHLENLUI6T (WHéLl GUTTSSIILSmET eé®Tod: BT g eredtmib, Bicppsld sliedlsdmba) eeyb Snener
efifleyuBS&Id WwnHAuUTeT Qb LGS eTedTmIb 56T el SpilieunemiseT AL eorT. Geusd, STID, Wb SHSS ereturevnllHenssar aeuafluliliLLeleene; enl WSS HDeT SMSHS
s evenev. S S LTeued Seml QlILbsSSedmHsl (NPT) 2003 gevreurfl 10 sisiin) (wemmuwing eflevdiu GT Br@ euL asmflum; 2006 g4ib gyetor®@ Sioneond 1718 (g6 QsmLT
.. LMHISMILS SH64eiTHeD OLTHETSMTS HeML SHEBHE 2L LI [Beens.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Test conducted on 15 October 2026 and announced by the Korean Central News Agency on 17 October 2026.

* Weapon: the Zam-2.0 super-speed precision-guided torpedo weapon system.

« Headline claim: artificial intelligence applied to target detection and guidance.

« Stated aims included raising propulsion efficiency and improving the rocket-propulsion device.

« The agency claimed more than one hundred and eighty related tests over five years.

« Attributed to the Academy of Defence Science, the Missile Administration and the Torpedo Weapons Research Bureau.

* No speed, range or depth figures were disclosed, and no nuclear capability was claimed.

* North Korea formally withdrew from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty on 10 January 2003, the only state ever to do so.
* 2026 2xs@Lmui 15 oieirm| Gangement; 216GLMLT 17 Siedtm) euL asmilw S asiig) Hinieuerd (KCNA) siflefiiy.
* HsID: 'gmb-2.0' HCeuss Flevedwl eufeEm B LITIGCLT Spis SiemLoLi.
* WaAWE Fa DNl BVEGS SHEUTLMBED HMID QUABL S56560 AFUINHENS MHietoTevomile) LIWIESTLINEG.
* 2 _HEIH HMEMEIT 2_WITSHSISE, TTESL ©_HEiHe SN15eTé asWeFnenssr GLLBSEISH HpEllenel saplillL GHTESsHhISET.
* @bl petorBsefled 18050 GohuLL STLILDLIW CFMSemerssT HLSSUILLLSTE Hmflefii.
* UngIBMIY ilefliied SBTLLA, eysemeor BieunaD, LATIIGLT Shus Sprmi&d ueoofliusd opsleuhnisE@L QLBEmLD.
* Geusld, HMID, SYipld GM&S eTeturevvflbenaaa aeuafluiiLliLLeleeney; Seum) SHuss FmeT &nmliLLefedemev.
* i) SHUWSL LITaued HewL QLILHSSHSmHE 2003 gevreufl 10 sisttn) (Wwenmuwins eflevdi @G BTG euL asmflwi.

STATIC GK CONNECT

Test and announcement
Bengemeonyd Sifledlib
Weapon name
SHUBSSl6tT QLT
North Korea and the NPT
auL asmflwmeyd NPT @Uibspid
Key UN sanctions
(WS .. SEDLS6T

Korean Peninsula
asmflwg SusmLid

Leadership and capital
BHEDEVEMIDWILD HEMEVHST(LPLD

Earlier underwater systems
(PHEDSI BHSSL. SIEDLLSHET

Maritime boundary
BHL6D 6TEIEME)

Test on 15 October 2026; announced by the Korean Central News Agency on 17 October 2026
Gengemenr 2026 21&GLMUT 15; euL el waEwl asiig Bimeuerd (KCNA) anflediy ssGLmuf 17
Zam-2.0, a super-speed precision-guided torpedo weapon system
‘gmb-2.0' — 21lGeus gevedi auflem G LrmidGLT Qw5 Siemioli
Acceded in 1985 and formally withdrew on 10 January 2003, the only state ever to withdraw from the Treaty
1985 @6 Bewerombssl; 2003 gevreurfl 10 oiedtm) (WwemmiLng eflevdiig — SeaeunibssSedmha el @Cr BB
Security Council Resolution 1718 of 2006 imposed the first sanctions and created the 1718 Sanctions Committee; later resolutions
include 1874, 2270, 2321, 2371, 2375 and 2397
2006 2yib eto1® Siilonevrid 1718 (psed semLser, 1718 semléd G 2 meunésib; Wetteont 1874, 2270, 2321, 2371, 2375, 2397
SifLoneoTrhIGeT
The Demilitarized Zone was created by the Korean Armistice Agreement of 27 July 1953; it is about 248 kilometres long and 4
kilometres wide, with the truce village of Panmunjom
1953 gPemev 27 el GUTTHINISS QLILBSSSTE) 2_[HeuTeT TremieunhH Wesor e (DMZ) — siomi 248 &.15. Berb, 4 &1.15. siseulb;
LebT(petT@gNd FLongneoTd o
Kim Jong-un is General Secretary of the Workers' Party of Korea and President of the State Affairs Commission; the capital is
Pyongyang and the currency the North Korean won
esflwg asmpleonens sl duleir OLNEE O&w D STE
Wi, HTETOTILD 6uL. Q&M eumedT

o

T S EDETITILIS FHem6l HD QThi-2_63T; HEMEVBBILD

The Haeil series of nuclear-capable underwater attack drones was first announced in March 2023, with Haeil-2 and Haeil-5-23
tested later
S HWHID HThISEUEN 'Camuled’ BTl Bphésns Hé b L@medtaer 2023 oni&dled (a6 psedlsh SnflefldaliuL L eor; Webreory
Ganuie-2, Gamulle-5-23 GandlébaliL L et

The Northern Limit Line in the Yellow Sea is the disputed inter-Korean maritime boundary; North Korea's armed forces are the
Korean People's Army
LoEh&eT BL6C6L 2_6iTen 'auL&E eTevemend Gan®' &b asmiliunssepsdlenLuiener sifanssbeiil SL6 6Te0emey; eul O LenL ‘gl
&e&6T @memieud'
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ECONOMY & INTERNATIONAL
I eUINBeTTSMILD & FTeuGHaD

| 06 YIIINY

Reserve Bank of India approves the amalgamation of Emirates NBD's Indian branches with RBL Bank from 1 December 2026 (approved 16 October
2026)

I enfiGTL e NBD euraidflullett @b&lwié demeraener RBL eurhidleir @emevorés SbHw flsmey eurhish eUiLse60; 2026 wabui 1 (psed henl(wemm (LUiLge 2026 oisGLmT 16)

The Reserve Bank of India approved on 16 October 2026 the Scheme of Amalgamation of the Indian branches of Emirates NBD Bank P.J.S.C. with RBL Bank Limited, with effect from
1 December 2026. The approval completes the structural side of a transaction first announced in October 2025, under which Emirates NBD, headquartered in Dubai in the United Arab
Emirates, acquired a majority stake in RBL Bank in June 2026 through a primary capital infusion of about Rs 26,000 crore, giving it roughly sixty per cent of RBL Bank's expanded
share capital. The transaction has been widely described as the largest foreign direct investment in the Indian banking sector. Five Emirates NBD nominees were approved as
additional non-executive, non-independent directors of RBL Bank with effect from June 2026, subject to shareholder approval. RBL Bank, headquartered in Mumbai, was founded in
1943 at Kolhapur in Maharashtra as the Ratnakar Bank and was renamed RBL Bank in 2014. Foreign direct investment in Indian private sector banks is permitted up to seventy-four
per cent, with up to forty-nine per cent under the automatic route and beyond that under the government route. The Reserve Bank of India was established on 1 April 1935 under the
Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934, was nationalised on 1 January 1949, and has its central office at Mumbai; its Governor is Sanjay Malhotra.

enfGrLeiv NBD euruduiieor (Emirates NBD Bank P.J.S.C.) @bdluis Hemensemer RBL euriud) 60161 BL60T Qememtis@d HLsHHDE 2026 si6GLMLT 16 st SbSlw flsiey eurbis
QLS siefldsg); 2026 weabul 1 (o S8 heLwWenndd eumbb. 2025 asGLLfle) (et wsedls smflelbaiu’L @bs Lifleuissemearuler semwliyfdluner Lugdeow Sbs QUL
Hlewmey QELISADE. oS Ty SuSTHSS 6T HILTEOWS HeneenwlLonsd asmerL efGrev NBD, 2026 goeufleh siom eb.26,000 Gailg (ps6iTenio cpaserd agaidHsl RBL suriduisd
QLIEBLbLITEdTEmLOL! Liki@&&emenll uhmagl; efifleundaliulL Lk cpasardsle &g siomr 60 sseison@h. SbHu eurddsiemnuls Qaeuenr Habphs Walieufiu ambBiu Ghry woHeS® erer
85 efauflsalIu@ang. UkiGSTIT QULSNISS 2 L LB, enfGriev NBD ufihgientss eobs GuT RBL euruduler Hifeunsonm, sGCWEnswnHD & b5 Suib@nisens 2026 26T (ps5e
itdafléslu’Le. (pbenLed eneenoullonss astesor. RBL eurhid, 1943 &eb wammeiqqrmellesr Gameontiyfled TéHeomai eurudl' ereus e@mraasiu’ B, 2014 @6 RBL eurhé ereurt
euwii wrHoiulL gl @bHuis seflwmi siemm euridsefled B G (WeeS® 74 56isD auenT igEISoEslLBHDES — 49 56iisD euenr sreoflumnd aubluigibd, 2eH& G SiTe:
suflufigd. 1934 gyib yetor® @b Maiel eurels sl SHleor Sp 1935 enimed 1 sty SiewiodaiulL flamey eurudl, 1949 georeurf] 1 sieotm G5AWIOWIONSSILLLSI; EDLOWI SIQIEUEISBID
(IPIDEWLI; SH@EBBIT FEh&ILI LDOERDTSTT.

KEY EXAM POINTS

* The Reserve Bank of India approved the Scheme of Amalgamation on 16 October 2026.
« Emirates NBD Bank P.J.S.C.'s Indian branches merge into RBL Bank Limited with effect from 1 December 2026.
« Emirates NBD acquired a majority stake in RBL Bank in June 2026 through a primary capital infusion of about Rs 26,000 crore.
« That gave it roughly sixty per cent of RBL Bank's expanded share capital; the deal was first announced in October 2025.
« It is described as the largest foreign direct investment in the Indian banking sector.
* RBL Bank was founded in 1943 at Kolhapur, Maharashtra, as the Ratnakar Bank and renamed in 2014; it is headquartered in Mumbai.
« Emirates NBD is headquartered in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.
« Foreign direct investment in Indian private sector banks is capped at seventy-four per cent.
* 2026 21&6Lmuf 16 sisitm emevoriis SHLHHDES SbHw flsiel eurid) QLIS SielSsHE).
* enfBrLev NBD eurudlufletr @bdlwié demenser 2026 19abui 1 (psed RBL euriudl 66 BL6ir @emevordleiimeot.
* 2026 g2evfled aom ¢5.26,000 BsiMg (PSETEmID cPeVBHETD OFQISS eTOIGT 6 NBD LIEHIDLITEITEmLOL! Lirhi&S6emerL! OILIDME.
* @a6ir ceuld efifleunsasiulL Lki@ cwasearssle aoni 60% aubmagl; QUuUbsd 2025 ikGLILIfle) SmleléssiulLg).
* @b eudSgiemnuie Wsieuflu sibBw Chiy waeS s g elaufléssiuBGHnsE.
* RBL auriud 1943 @6\ wammmeiquanm, Gameonliyifleh 'mHeomsi euridl' ereord esmLrke 2014 @b QLT IHDID; HewevenLoudiLid (LPDewL.
* enfIBeiv NBD eurudlufledr semevemioulii b géelut ST SibTssHledr SiLmil.
* @bHwS sl giewm eurudsafleh subBlw Gol. (WseSLE 2_&geurib 74 sa6lsLb.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Approved on
QLIS SiefdbaiulL pHrer
The two banks
B audlaen
Deal size
QiLibe e
RBL Bank origin
RBL eurdlufletr 0@ &b
Reserve Bank of India
Shdw farel eurhud
RBI Governor
flemel eurtigh yEmBHT
FDI in banking
aurdlggiennuled sbBw GBI WwseS®

Legal basis
UL siqlienL

16 October 2026, effective from 1 December 2026
2026 216GLmui 16; 2026 w&bul 1 wae hemL(penn
Emirates NBD Bank P.J.S.C., headquartered in Dubai, and RBL Bank Limited, headquartered in Mumbai
SlUTenIS SHemeveniouiL onaé estesorL endlGrien NBD eurhid); (benLemils SeneenloulLonss estesor,. RBL eurbie
A primary capital infusion of about Rs 26,000 crore in June 2026 for roughly sixty per cent of RBL Bank's expanded share capital
2026 gg9evfled aomi eb.26,000 Gaig (waeiTemio ceugeutd; RBL euradlufesr elifleunsalinl’L Lk cpagersdled &wonr 60%
Founded in 1943 at Kolhapur, Maharashtra, as the Ratnakar Bank; renamed RBL Bank in 2014
1943 @eb wammeigiumm, Gameiyfled 'THeTST eurhidl s ST &eD; 2014 @6 RBL eurkié ereors Ly ombmid
Established on 1 April 1935 under the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934; nationalised on 1 January 1949; central office at Mumbai
1934 gyib syeto1® &L SHedr Elp 1935 eriimed 1 siedrmy siemioliy; 1949 gevreurfl 1 sisitn) GHEAULIOUID; DLOWI SIIEUESLD (LLDEBLI
Sanjay Malhotra, the twenty-sixth Governor, in office since December 2024; the first Governor was Sir Osborne Smith
Fepall OBRDTSIT — 269p6u8 SHEBHT, 2024 1FIDLIT (1PS6D; (LPSHED HEBHT & evEUMTET suldld
Up to seventy-four per cent in private sector banks, with up to forty-nine per cent under the automatic route; up to twenty per cent in
public sector banks under the government route
seoflmt eurdlsefled 74% euemn, Sileb 49% euemn sevflurkidl eu; ALTEISSIEPD eutidseflsh sims: eubluied 20% euemnT
Amalgamation of banking companies in India is sanctioned by the Reserve Bank of India under the Banking Regulation Act, 1949
SpHuwneldey euriud Himeueiisefleir Bemevuniée 1949 gyib petor® eurhic QRGNS FLLSHl6tT S1p faeu euriud @UiHed
2ieflsAna)
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EASY

National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority caps trade margins on 137 anti-cancer formulations at 30 per cent of the price to the stockist
I 137 yHmIGHMLL erHITLIL| LBHEIS HEVEDEUSHEBHSSTET aUTSHS @evmu eunibent 30 sgeligions Cadll @HS ileme Blifeoon SyewemnLLd Hieoulsss!

The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority issued a gazette notification on 17 October 2026 capping trade margins at thirty per cent on one hundred and thirty-seven non-
scheduled anti-cancer formulations. The order was issued under Paragraph 19 of the Drugs (Prices Control) Order, 2013, which gives the Government extraordinary powers in the
public interest and is the basis of the Trade Margin Rationalisation mechanism. Retailers and hospitals must charge the reduced prices from 9 November 2026. The statement was
issued by the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilisers, and retail prices are expected to fall by as much as seventy per cent depending on the existing price structure of each product.
Non-scheduled formulations are those outside the National List of Essential Medicines, whose prices the Authority does not fix directly; for them the manufacturer sets the maximum
retail price, and the Authority can only limit the annual increase to ten per cent, or, as in this case, cap the margin between the price to the stockist and the maximum retail price. The
move follows an earlier Trade Margin Rationalisation exercise of February 2019 that capped margins at thirty per cent on forty-two anti-cancer drugs. The Authority was established in

1997 and is an attached office of the Department of Pharmaceuticals under the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilisers; the Drugs (Prices Control) Order, 2013, is issued under the

Essential Commaodities Act, 1955.

i Leuemevoruied GardbaiuLng 137 ybmiGhmil eTéliLi obhEs SeeneusEbsoTeT auisse Gl eurbenu (trade margin) wplug) ssefisons Hifeouilss, Gadlw wmbe eflemev Hlifeoonu
spemevorid (NPPA) 2026 i@l 17 siettm) ondisp snlelsens auafluliLgl. eLng) heveiT &b Sin66H@ AL HHSMhiseneT aUphELD, ‘auisHss el uGSsnleunssbd’ (TMR)
HEOL(PeDDES SiqliLenLuwiter 2013 Syib 246501B LHHE (696mevsé s BULNGB) Spenevoruler LSS 19Q6r & Qibhe ayenevor DLILNGsILTLE. 2026 HeubL 9 (&6 Feevenm
MHLIEDEOTITETT SEMBLD LOHSSIUDEDETTHEBID GeDMEHHILLL eflenaenuiC 61@E:e56 Galstor®id. Geuluiieh HmID 2 _IThiseT sieniosssd Qs snlaillsnu aaueflulLg); eiaenm
eun@erfledr sHBLTENSI 6Xlene SieniolienLLl AUTNISS! Sebevenm ellenevaer 61(RLSI FHEIHD UEDT GEDMILLVID 61607 rHTLMTSSILBEDSI. SiSSwneudiL EHHIse T CHALL L IGUIRISHE
(NLEM) eieuefiBui 2_etereneu@iul ‘i’ L euemetoruiied GaiésliLLng' seeneudser; Seunmle elleneenw gpemevonid Grriquins BifcvoruilliLgeens — 2 HusHunerCr siFlau’s deesmm
eflemevenut BT eToTuISEMITT, SpemETOTLID Sp6eToTB 2_WiTemeull LSg) 86is0Mes sl BrLBSSeND, Sicveng Srii@erens Gure Gl eunbenu Blifeouiéseomd. 2019 Wireuflulied 42
UbmIBHML EhsIsEEHS @68 30 s56fis eurbl elHssiulLCs BsNE (WhewsiL BLeugdHens. 1997 @6 semwésiu L. NPPA, Geudluliied opmid & [T SenosessHler bbheld
glenpuieir Qemevoili igieuevsD; 2013 b S4edoT® LWBHE! (eflemevd HLBLLNE) Syewevor, 1955 Spib Spetor(® SidHlwmeudi OUTBLESET sLLSHler S NDLTGaILLE).

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Gazette notification issued on 17 October 2026 by the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority.

« Trade margins capped at thirty per cent on one hundred and thirty-seven non-scheduled anti-cancer formulations.

« Issued under Paragraph 19 of the Drugs (Prices Control) Order, 2013, the Trade Margin Rationalisation provision.

« Retailers and hospitals must charge the reduced prices from 9 November 2026.

« Retail prices are expected to fall by up to seventy per cent, depending on existing price structures.

« A similar cap was applied to forty-two anti-cancer drugs in February 2019.

* NPPA was established in 1997 as an attached office of the Department of Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilisers.
« The Drugs (Prices Control) Order, 2013, is issued under the Essential Commodities Act, 1955.

* Gadlw wEHE ellemev Hifeonu gpewevonuid 2026 s&CLILT 17 st sirdlslp snflelidens aeuafluilLg).

* i L euemevoruled GardbaiLng 137 ubmGHML erdliliy dhes HeeneusHEhse auidse e eunby 30 ss6fisib.

* 2013 gyib yet01(® LS (eflemevd sLELULTE) Spemevoruler LSS 19 — euisss Qeonull LGSsHleunds eSuler S pLfdsiuLg).
* 2026 meubLl 9 (a6 dlevevenm eNHLIEHEITILITETTSEBLD LOIHSSHICUDEDETTSHEBLD &enDHhs elemeaemiGIL auE:ed&s GeaustorBLb.

* 5HCUTEDSIL 6lenea) SieniolienLl ALTNISHE! Febeenn EleDESET 6T(QLISI FSHESSID EUEDT &EDDUIEVLD.

* 2019 Nimeurflufied 42 yHmGHML 6Tl W EHEIGEDHS BB eumbl eNHSHILLLEI.

* 1997 @6 siemwésiu’L NPPA, Geudludieh hmibd 2 TrigeT SienwssssHlen mhaiH Slennuler Seneuorli] QIEUVEHLD.

* 2013 gyib 246001 LEHE! (eflemevd sLELULTE) Shewevor 1955 aidSlwimeuduis eunL a6 sl LgHler S UDiNSaiiuLg).

STATIC GK CONNECT

Notified on
aflel&sIuCL. HeT
Scope
6T6DEM6D
Legal provision
gLl efld
NPPA
Gaélw EHE elemey HITETOTIL S EMETOTILID
Scheduled versus non-scheduled
Sl LoHMID SiL IDM LOBHSISH6T

Parent statute
cpeE ELLLD

Earlier precedent
(WPHEDSILI (PEITEDISTTETTD

Related schemes
QSMLILeDL W S L rhigeT

17 October 2026; the reduced prices apply from 9 November 2026
2026 2166Lmui 17; @emnésliulL eflenessr 2026 meubL 9 (&6

One hundred and thirty-seven non-scheduled anti-cancer formulations, with trade margins capped at thirty per cent
Si'L G6b GardaiuLng 137 ubmGrmi el @hsis HeenauseT; auisss &eomu surby 30%

Paragraph 19 of the Drugs (Prices Control) Order, 2013, which allows extraordinary price control in the public interest
2013 sgiib opetor® Wbhe! (eflenensd s BUUNG) Syenevouiedr usH 19 — aung mesit @S Ay efenavd s GEIUTH
Established in 1997; an attached office of the Department of Pharmaceuticals under the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilisers
1997 @eb siemidailLg); Geaubluiied HMID 2_ThiGET HMIFESSEET DHHEIS HlewMUsiT Sen6UUTiL ADIEUDSD
Scheduled formulations are those in the National List of Essential Medicines, whose ceiling prices NPPA fixes; for non-scheduled
drugs it can only limit the annual increase to ten per cent or cap the trade margin
aisHwneudi EhsiseTler GaAwll L iquiedled 2 eTereneuBiL 'Si L eueneuor bhaIseT; Sieuhilsr 2 _&& ellensvenit NPPA fifsooulsans;
SiLL euenemnUHDEUNMIGEES Sp6evor® 2_wifey 10% oieves e eumibl] i BGL
The Drugs (Prices Control) Order, 2013, is issued under the Essential Commodities Act, 1955
2013 gyib et01® W®BHSI (elemevs S BULNE) Spemeoor, 1955 b Syet0o1(® SiSHwneudis UTHLS6T &L SHleor S
In February 2019 NPPA capped trade margins at thirty per cent on forty-two anti-cancer drugs
2019 Wireuflufied 42 ybHmGHML eTHIli] BHEIBEBEHE 30% euissHe G euiby
Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana supplies generic medicines through Janaushadhi Kendras; the Affordable
Medicines and Reliable Implants for Treatment, or AMRIT, outlets sell cancer and cardiac drugs at a discount
26T Qerag Sl emWInIGET PTG OgeTfé WGHHSHIHEDET aUPRIGD TSN LMTSW et Qeraqdl HiLib; YHNIGHML WHNID SEi
WGHEIBETS SeTEnLquish auphiGb ‘@ibiflé (AMRIT) efibuenenr Hleneowiriger
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Kl easy

Sudhakar Dalela appointed India's next Ambassador to Nepal (announced 16 October 2026)
I GrunersHmanen @bSwinelen 2B SNSITS &HMHT HBevevr Hiwioeurd (Snfefiiy 2026 Si&GLLT 16)

The Ministry of External Affairs announced on 16 October 2026 that Sudhakar Dalela, an Indian Foreign Service officer of the 1993 batch and at present Secretary in the Ministry, has
been appointed as the next Ambassador of India to Nepal. He succeeds Naveen Srivastava, who had been Ambassador in Kathmandu since 25 June 2022. India formally sought
Nepal's agrement for the appointment on 6 October 2026, and the announcement followed its acceptance. Dalela currently serves as Secretary for Economic Relations, a post he has
held since September 2025, handling economic diplomacy, development partnerships with the Global South, Africa and emerging technologies, and serving as India's Sherpa for
BRICS, IBSA and the India, Israel, United Arab Emirates and United States grouping. He was Ambassador to Bhutan from July 2022 to August 2025. He has deep experience of the
Ministry's North Division, which handles Nepal and Bhutan, having been Director (North) from 2006 to 2007 and Joint Secretary (North) from 2016 to 2019. His earlier postings include
Tel Aviv, Brasilia, Chicago, Dhaka, Geneva, Thimphu and Washington, and he served as Deputy Permanent Representative to the World Trade Organization from 2014 to 2016 and
Deputy Chief of Mission in Washington from 2020 to 2022. India and Nepal established diplomatic relations in 1947, and their relationship is governed by the Treaty of Peace and
Friendship of 1950, which provides for an open border and national treatment for citizens of each country in the other.
1993 oyib evor® Liiflemeus Gsiifhs b Qeuaflymeyls Leooll siflamflb, SHELNE SiemnésansHl6r aFwemeTBLNT &snal Bavevr, GrLTatsSnaner @bdlwinelsr SB5s SNsITs
Buidlbasiu’ Getensne aeueaflyney sieméesn 2026 aisGLILT 16 sietin) snlefldsg). 2022 gt 25 &6 snélonesoBeie &Tonms mbhs meiier gﬁmdng,sunsu&,@ﬂ 9eor @eut
eummILGUHADMT. @bwieTsHhaner CrumetsHle QULseme (agrement) @bdluim 2026 Si&GLILT 6 et (WedmWwns:s: Camflug); S5 ansiulL WerearGr smleiiy aeaefluners).
2025 @&ULDUT (p&6d ‘QUTBeTTSHMT 2_neyseT e\FuleonemmaL Lesofwmbsl eubo e, QumemasnT SInesbEID, OSNE6S HT[BSHEBLEUTTET eUeTTEHSH Fnl LTetorenld, SyLINf&HasT,
QUeIThS QUIBLD OBMPlELHIL LIbISET Spaliieunenns snswinerdnmT; iflésv, @ism (IBSA) wHmib 12U2 siemiolisenssner @bwinelsr 'aaqiuramsa)b 2 erem. 2022 g9ene (ps6)
2025 gp&eivl euemr LU L TenISener STsams Smbs. Grurerd wHmib Ly LTeneTé ensIINEBLD HenioésshsHlen 'al ssl Wflefe)’ 2006-07 e QuisGmInsa)b, 2016-19 @6 emevoré
QFWeLMeTITESEYD LissofimbuiiL Spphs SigniLieud 2_emLuwleu. eeb siefley, Tdlediwm, AanGan, Lrésst, agefeur, by, eutadiier sydiemey eurs) Whensw ueooflulLhiser; 2014-16
B6b 2008 auTH5s siemblifihaner geneor Hobsil UTdBHgunsayb, 2020-22 6 aunadiiiLefled genems gnsTmaEa|b Lssolwumbrlerm. SbSwnen Grumerpd 1947 Q6 Srmesbsln
2_peysenst anLBSS6; Snbs erevemey HMID QEUAEUTIH BHTLIGET GLIIDESSEBSSLD MM HIL g6 &0 2 flemio auprhiEd 1950 gib Shetor® siemod) wHMID BLLMeYy QLILHSGL Sk BTG

2_DESEDET SHEBEDSI.
KEY EXAM POINTS

< Announced by the Ministry of External Affairs on 16 October 2026.

« Sudhakar Dalela is an Indian Foreign Service officer of the 1993 batch.

« His post at the time of appointment was Secretary (Economic Relations) in the Ministry of External Affairs, held since September 2025.
« He succeeds Naveen Srivastava, Ambassador to Nepal since 25 June 2022.

* He was Ambassador to Bhutan from July 2022 to August 2025.

« India sought Nepal's agrement for the appointment on 6 October 2026.

* As Secretary (Economic Relations) he is India's Sherpa for BRICS, IBSA and the 12U2 grouping.

« India and Nepal established diplomatic relations in 1947; the Treaty of Peace and Friendship was signed in 1950.

* 2026 21&@Lmui 16 sieitm) eeueliyne)| Sienoéssid Hmlelsss!.

* &gnasi 5Geem 1993 gyib apetor® Lflemeud Gsiibs @bHw aeusfliymeyls Letofl siflsmfl.

* BlersHeT@Lg) sieul euflds Lse: Oeuefliyne| SienEssSS6iT OFWeVNeTT (AUTBETTST 2_neyse), 2025 QFILDLT (6.
* 2022 gg96i1 25 (paed Gpunetsd GTenTs Swmhs befer uhausvsauneabel et auTmIICUHADN.

* 2022 g2emen (pH6ed 2025 Sh&60L 6UEDT L LTE0)ISHSTE0T SNSTNEL Lisoflwimbusleor.

* @blwwensdnater GruerdHlen @ULUSeme (agrement) SbHluimr 2026 S1&GLILT 6 ST Ganwig).

* QUINEBETTSHNT 2_MmeydeT eFwemeTIns, Lfléev, e, 12U2 siemwliysebbster @bdwneller 'aagqiu’.

* @pFHwin-Gruner @IMshAT ©_neayser 1947 @6, siewidl HMID HLUDe QUUHSD 1950 Geb.

STATIC GK CONNECT

Announced on
SlelSaIuL L HiTeT

The appointee
Buidléeiul L et

Predecessor
(edoT@evriig.

India and Nepal
ShFwneyd GrureTipld

Diplomatic practice
SIRSHAT HEOLIPEOD
Nepal basics
GBUTeTD — SiqLILEDL SH6T

Indian States bordering Nepal
GHUTETSHSIL 6T GT60EmE) SorL. @b

Groupings he represents
sieui IrHBFS510ILESSID SenLoli|sEeT

16 October 2026, by the Ministry of External Affairs
2026 216GLmui 16; aeuaflymey Siemoéssid
Sudhakar Dalela, Indian Foreign Service, 1993 batch; Secretary (Economic Relations) at the time of appointment
sanai HGaem — @b aeusfiyneyls uesofl, 1993 1fley; HlwioeorsEeT@UTE) OFWweLNeTT (ALNBETTSTT 2_HeY&6)
Naveen Srivastava, Ambassador to Nepal from 25 June 2022
mefeor urheusivugeun — 2022 g6t 25 (&6 GHUTeTS SNBIT
Diplomatic relations established in 1947; the Treaty of Peace and Friendship of 1950 provides for an open border and national
treatment
1947 86 BuneshEr 2 meyser; 1950 Sib hetor® Siemiod LHMID HLUMEY QULIHSD SHDHs erevene WHMID &0 2 flenoenll aUIPHIGEHDS!
Agrement is the receiving state's prior consent to a proposed head of mission; it is the step before an appointment is announced
(etTewmAiL’L HTEmESU UDIBT BTG Seflsd WeT QLS '@i6@Tons (agrement); slefiiése Whensi &LLID
Capital Kathmandu; currency the Nepalese rupee; it became a federal democratic republic in 2008 and shares a border with five
Indian States
BHEWEVHEBIID SHMSLOMEoN(®; Brevonid Gpurer epumil; 2008 Q6 &n LT QeTBMLSS GlQWTans wimlus); obs SbEwl nhleorhisenL e
ETEVEME)
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal and Sikkim
2 _semaeurl, 2 sl InGssib, e, Gomne eurisid, fébaéid
BRICS; IBSA, the India, Brazil and South Africa Dialogue Forum; and 12U2, the India, Israel, United Arab Emirates and United States
grouping
fl&eh; @bHwn-NGrdle-aserermiifiésat o _enrwined sienwly (IBSA); @bHwn-@evBrer-gmébdiu oiny s18ran-siewflésn sienioli
(12u2)
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TAMIL NADU SPECIAL
| 580516 fniy

| 09 Y%
Tamil Nadu launches the sale of fine-variety rice at Rs 30 a kilogram through cooperative stores to curb food inflation
I o _eouie)ll Lienielisasemss s BLLESS, dnlBney eflhuener Hlenaimiser auline &Ger ¢p.30 efisb serema Sifldl elbLeneTenis SODBTEB QST HhiEIS)

The Tamil Nadu Minister for Food and Civil Supplies, P. Venkataramanan, together with the Minister for Cooperation, V. Gandhiraj, launched on 17 October 2026 the sale of fine-variety

rice at Rs 30 a kilogram at the Kamadhenu Cooperative Super Bazaar of the Triplicane Urban Cooperative Society at Raja Annamalaipuram in Chennai. The open-market price of the

same quality of rice ranges between about Rs 60 and Rs 85 a kilogram. The rice is being sold through about two hundred and fifty outlets statewide, comprising two hundred and one

cooperative stores and forty-nine Amudham outlets, with the network to be expanded. Twenty-five thousand metric tonnes have been procured in the first phase against an estimated

total requirement of one lakh metric tonnes of Grade A rice, and purchases are capped at five kilograms per consumer. Tur dal is also being sold at Rs 130 a kilogram against an open-

market price of Rs 170 to Rs 190, with an initial five hundred metric tonnes procured from the National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India. Onions are being held at

Rs 35 a kilogram, urad dal at Rs 140, garlic and coriander at Rs 240 and chilli at Rs 330 a kilogram. The Minister attributed the price rise to El Nino related yield loss, regional supply

shortages and global economic factors, noting that Tamil Nadu traders normally source fine rice in bulk from Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Karnataka. A price monitoring committee

is to be constituted and action was warned against hoarding and black-marketing. The State has procured three and a half lakh metric tonnes of paddy so far this season.
SIONPHTE 260016 LHMID HISTELITBET QUPTRISE HIEDD ANEHIOFST CILIT. QEURISLTIOETINET, &nl BDEYS SO HMIDEST 66, SMHANTY HAGWMT 2026 1&ELLT 17 H6dTMI, OF6OTENEDT TTEYT
SIETUTETTOENEILTSHSI60 2_6iTen Hl(Beushedlé@aeunll BaIlILME &l Bmeyé shisdHlen (TUCS) amoGsen sl BGney @Liui ugls, &G .30 efisb sarterms oifld efhLeneTeniLs
asnLhid eneussern. BGs smoner oiflfuler Himbs shens ellenen &G &iomT ¢5.60 &6 ¢5.85 auen 2_eTeng). wHleid weugid 201 s Bney efihuener Hleneuwihissr Hmid 49
‘Supsid’ Hlemeviirhisser ereur &iomT 250 SLrhiseflsd &g efihalLBGEADE; Seiausnaiienoli efifleunésasiu®o. & el ab el flé Ler 'a’ 1 sifldl GHemeu ereor AL BeTer Hlenavuled,
WaheLLions 25,000 el flé Ledt aameTpge aFIlLLBeTangl; @b HisTCanheEd SHeULsD ohgl HGan. fnbs shengulsh opb.170-190 gpa 2 erer gleumb uwmiy b. 13066
efihasLLBADSI; Hs-au. (NAFED) BinjeuersSLblmhg washalLions 500 el iflé LeTr 6&meipse. aeurhismub &G ab.35, 2 @bhagl b.140, Wetor® wHnib 6&m&s0eed eb.240,
Wlemsmit ¢rb.330 ereor exXlewev HifevorulsbeaLiL’ Berens). eT6d HGeutT SnTevorons ermul L eflemenésed Suoliy, NrmbSlw eARCWNSES SLGEUUNE, 2_cusemmaii OUTBETTSTIS SMTevoilgheT
SHAWUHEDMN HWIDEST &L 19SS IQ60TT; SONDPHILH euetollSHigHeT alpsHsns: pbAHN TG, asaIhisTeT, STHT_S&MeledlmnhEs Ferarms iflflenul ATSIHIONSI OUMNETHETT
eTeoTOMT. flemensd SH60TTEHMeuIlILG (L HeWDSSHLILBID; LIGISHE6) LHMID SHeTanFshens elhLeDeTsHE aHIns HLelqsHens aBHSILBLD a6 erésfébaiuLg. Simasde) SgaienT
CPETHEMT ULEID GIDL[flé L 60T QIHEL QEBMET(LE6D QFLILILIL (B6Tens).

KEY EXAM POINTS

* Launched on 17 October 2026 at the Kamadhenu Cooperative Super Bazaar, Raja Annamalaipuram, Chennai.

« Launched by Food and Civil Supplies Minister P. Venkataramanan with Cooperation Minister V. Gandhiraj.

« Fine-variety rice at Rs 30 a kilogram against an open-market price of about Rs 60 to Rs 85.

« Sold through about two hundred and fifty outlets: two hundred and one cooperative stores and forty-nine Amudham outlets.

« Twenty-five thousand metric tonnes procured in the first phase; total requirement estimated at one lakh metric tonnes of Grade A rice.

« Purchase is capped at five kilograms per consumer; tur dal is sold at Rs 130 a kilogram with five hundred metric tonnes procured from NAFED.

« Other ceilings announced: onions Rs 35, urad dal Rs 140, garlic and coriander Rs 240 and chilli Rs 330 a kilogram.

< A price monitoring committee is to be set up; the State has procured three and a half lakh metric tonnes of paddy this season.

* 2026 21&@LUT 17 21601 656D e i60 LD, SMoGHE) Fnl BMeY GLILT LgNled OSM&ELD.
* 2_euu1e) LMHMID HISTOLMIHET CUPMIGE) HEWIDEF CILIT. OEUMIGLIIOETITET, &nl (BDEY SEMDEET 6l6). SMHANTY SpAGWIMT OBMLhIS EDEUSHSHE0TT.
* gereonnas iflél HBeor ¢6.30; Hmbd sHemd eemev & ¢h.60 Waed ob.85 euemr.
* 201 gl (Bmey efihuenent Hlemeviiriiger, 49 'Sywsid’ Hlemeviwiraiser ereor &womy 250 QL rusefled ehLieneor.
* WamsL s 25,000 awliflé Ler asTeTpse); aonsss CoHener b el sb el flé L6 'a’ sr iflé.
* QO HISTCANHEHS AHHesULsD wbs HG; geurd Ly SGem ¢b.130, Hr.auligL bl Ehs 500 el iflé Ler a&HmeTpseD.
* 19m eflewev euUTLDLE6T: QleurksEmLID ¢6.35, 2_@EBhal b.140, Wesor® wHmib 6&nss0eed ¢b.240, lersmil ep.330.
* eflened seuaenllliLéd G HemssILGD; SlLmeasdle SgieuenT 3.5 el sib el flé LeiT Ome) ASTETISHE0.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Launched on

OBMLMISILLL [HT6T
Price and cap

eflemeulLD GUTLDLILD
Ministers

DIEDIDEST &6
Outlets

DL [HlemevlImiGeT
Quantities

Si6TEYSH6T

Pulses
LIEBLIL 6U6mSE6T

Cooperative bodies
. (BM6Y SIeWIOLISHET

Sourcing
cLosVLD

17 October 2026, at the Kamadhenu Cooperative Super Bazaar, Raja Annamalaipuram, Chennai
2026 21&GLmuf 17; 5 e SI6B 6DETID, &MoGHE) Fnl BMeY @I Lgmy

Fine-variety rice at Rs 30 a kilogram, limited to five kilograms per consumer
setreonre iflél HGeurm ¢5.30; R HISTEANBHEES HFGULED @bgl &HGem
P. Venkataramanan, Food and Civil Supplies, and V. Gandhiraj, Cooperation
26006 LOHMID HISTOLTHET hlgHe) — eI, t o1; G (BDEY — 66Y. SMHETTY

P

About two hundred and fifty: two hundred and one cooperative stores and forty-nine Amudham outlets
&iomy 250 — 201 & (Bmey elihLenedt HlemeolimiseT, 49 'S(psid’ Hlemeowlimhiser
Twenty-five thousand metric tonnes procured in the first phase against an estimated one lakh metric tonnes requirement of Grade A
rice
wshsaL LD 25,000 L flé Ledr; wHIILiu’L awnsssd Caemeu Qb elsb el flé LT ‘g’ s1 Sifldl
Tur dal at Rs 130 a kilogram, with five hundred metric tonnes procured from the National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing
Federation of India
gleunib Ly HGeor ¢b.130; Cadl Geuemmesor &nl (Bme) FhensLILBSS dnl Lenolillmbg (NAFED) 500 6wl iflé L6t a@menipged
The Triplicane Urban Cooperative Society runs the Kamadhenu Super Bazaar; Amudham is the State-run fair-price retail brand
SMoGHE) @LILT LgTenr HLSgieus HlbeusedlsGasunll haILLNG &nl (Bneys sThisD; 'S(wsid' omfle srdler BHunueilsne feesnn
elhueneotls LgmesorL.
Tamil Nadu traders normally source fine rice in bulk from Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Karnataka
BOWPHT. B euctflaissr aupssions SybHn ITECsHsD, OsIkETeTT, STHTLsTelsSlbha 560 aiflflemws GLoMs I UM EleiTmeuTTT
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E8 vepium

Tamil Nadu orders an immediate halt to the recovery of excess interim pension paid under the Tamil Nadu Assured Pension Scheme (order dated 16
October 2026)

SOIBHIE 2 niFlweflssiu’ L Qieyslus S Lsdler S siflsbns eupnsil’L SenLssme Qleydliisans WiLems 2 Laquns Hnss sllphi® oins 2_ss1e) (Syemnevor 2026
2166Li 16)

The Finance Department of the Government of Tamil Nadu issued a letter dated 16 October 2026 to the Director of Treasuries and Accounts directing that the recovery of excess
interim pension paid under the Tamil Nadu Assured Pension Scheme be stopped immediately. The scheme, known by its initials as TAPS, was introduced under the previous
government and has been continued by the present government. It applies to government employees retiring on or after 1 January 2026 with at least ten years of qualifying service,
and to the families of employees who die in service. Government Order Number 111 of the Finance Department dated 16 June 2026 laid down the interim pension rules, under which
interim pension is the higher of thirty per cent of the last basic pay or Rs 10,000 a month, together with sixty per cent dearness relief. A letter dated 11 September 2026 had ordered
the recovery, in equal instalments from pensioners' bank accounts, of excess interim pension already paid to retirees with more than ten but fewer than eighteen years of qualifying
service, who had been credited at the thirty per cent rate despite not qualifying for it. After protests by government employees, teachers and service associations, the Expenditure wing
of the Finance Department directed that the recovery be halted, and said the difference between the interim pension paid and the final pension payable under the scheme would be
adjusted in future rather than recovered now.

SOPHIE 2 niFwefllsaiu’L Qleydlus S sdler (TAPS) Sip aiflswns auphsiu’ L enLésma QieydiLsbans L Lms 2 L enquins HnssibLi, SOpHT6E Snder Bdsgenn 2026
2&6LMUT 16 CaHUI L 51955608 SH(HEN,NRIGET OHMID HEoESSHT SWSGSHIBEHS AINIG!. (WPHens MTETe HBWPSILESSILLL @SS LD, SHEUTEDSII HTETE OSMLIILBHDSI.
2026 gevreufl 1 Sis0Tm)| Si6bevgl HSHGL LTINS @eeUNID, GeODHSE USSTETN(B SSSII LIsvofl&HEmed O\sBTeoTL. SIS Lisooflinemi &@bé@id, Lsvofluled Smpsebeung 8nbs
ussoflwinenisefledT GBIOLMISEBSSD & OUNBHSID. 2026 g%t 16 CaHull’ L HHsgemn simsnenen eetor 111, SenLéane @iendl alflsmer euGSS58!; HH6TLILY SenLSHHTe0
Qe SID, HenLdl SigliLenL eSS (g e6isD icbevg) sl ¢b.10,000 — Seubhriled 61&) SF&GIOM Sig, WHNID ML EH618 SiBeTemaLiLiy. LSBT (BSEHHE GLosh
BH60TITED LISIOTL (B 36001 (BHEBHES GEDDEUTET HGSHII LIollbsHTeuD STt el &Eh&HS, H&SUlsvens Hlemeuleid (g 56is elisdHle eurey eneubaLiLlL SFsILIgLITeT
QsTenamIL, QLILSIITS6T6T auhifld HeiseasalledlBhal 510 Seuenemrsefle WLGLY 2026 el bul 11 GaHul’L siusb 2 ssT6i 190bss!. ima Leollueniser, ydflwiiaer
HOID shisHseTer erFliliLéGL 6T, Blewu BnissibL. Blifssiennuler agaeier ifle) 2 ssmeil L si; auphisiu’L QenLésmo QULLALSSDGD SHLLSS6 S euphisliLL
Geuetongwt @i @iiieyHusFHEn ent Guuimeor Gaunun® NGNS SLsILLM6, erdlismassle sflasiuiL@n eerayb asflefsai’Lg).

KEY EXAM POINTS

« The Finance Department letter directing the halt is dated 16 October 2026 and was addressed to the Director of Treasuries and Accounts.

« Scheme: the Tamil Nadu Assured Pension Scheme, known as TAPS.

« It applies to government employees retiring on or after 1 January 2026 with at least ten years of qualifying service, and to families of employees who die in service.

« Government Order Number 111 of the Finance Department, dated 16 June 2026, laid down the interim pension rules.

« Interim pension is the higher of thirty per cent of the last basic pay or Rs 10,000 a month, plus sixty per cent dearness relief.

« Aletter dated 11 September 2026 had ordered recovery in equal instalments from pensioners with more than ten but fewer than eighteen years of qualifying service.

« The recovery was halted after protests by government employees, teachers and service associations.

« The difference between interim and final pension is to be adjusted in future rather than recovered now.
* Blenu HNISEID HFSsIe0né sqsD 2026 216GLMLT 16 CaHUI LS HHELMRISET HDID SIS SIIGESHHSHE AHEIILILLLF).
* ALLib: s0HNG 2 niFwelldsiulL @uieyduis b (TAPS).
* 2026 gereufl 1 si6iTm) Si6be0g) SBHGL 6T QUIEYEOLMID, GeOMHSE L 5o1(B HSSILI Livoflé: D E\&TETUTL EUT SEHEGSLD, Levoflufsh @mibseuisefler &BOURSEBSHSD OUNBHSID.
* 2026 g6t 16 CaHulL HHsg16mmn Sirsmener aretor 111 SenLsane @iendul elflsemer euGSsE!.
* @eL&3Me QUILAILID: HenLd SiqliLenL 2aHigHler 30% iebevg) sb ¢6.10,000 — erg) 2iFlaGLom oig1, HMID 60% Sisefenevriig.
* UHSTETBES BLoed SyeuTTed LIFIEEITL(B S6TTT(BSEBHSS GHEDDEUTET HSSILI Letolléomeuld esTesoTLeufaeflLib Fio seuemenrserled L @LbLg 2026 elLbuf 11 siqsb 2 SH5T6i 1 bHhos).
* aira ueoollunenise, ydfluiee, shismisefler ardiiLseL et Y HnSSIL LS.
* @ewLéame HNID Bnid QleyHusHHE& QenL Guimer Geunun® @UGuNg L sILLM6 erdlisragsle sflasiuiiL@L.

STATIC GK CONNECT

Order date The Finance Department letter halting the recovery is dated 16 October 2026

Shewevtr GHE
Scheme name
L SHledT LT
Governing Government Order
SH@EBLD SATETEDETTT
Interim pension formula
BemLbame QLS HauisSB
Eligibility
565

Implementing office
QFWILIBSSID SHIEUISID
National context
Gadlwis edrevrevof]

Constitutional note
Srdlwevemiolid &l

Blenu Hndsid HESeemns &igsb 2026 asELILT 16 CaHlull L)
The Tamil Nadu Assured Pension Scheme, abbreviated TAPS
BOPHTE 2 niFwellssiu’ L @ueydwusd St (TAPS)
Government Order Number 111, Finance Department, dated 16 June 2026
Bésgiemn simanenevor eretor 111; Gsdl 2026 getr 16
The higher of thirty per cent of the last basic pay or Rs 10,000 a month, with sixty per cent dearness relief
senLédl augliuenL 2aHidHleir 30% Siedevg) s ¢6.10,000 — e iHaGon 2ig); snBsens 60% siseleneoriig
Government employees retiring on or after 1 January 2026 with at least ten years of qualifying service, and families of employees
who die in service
2026 gevreul 1 o6t Sicbens eHELI 6T Qe ELNID, GODHSE LSSTEH SSSI LsvullésTeld asmer sl &6, Lsofluled
BohseuTsefler GBLLhkiGeT

The Director of Treasuries and Accounts, under the Expenditure wing of the Finance Department
Bssemnuist ageeier flefer £ SUIKED BHELORGET HNID SHEVIEGS6T SIISESBISID
The Union Government's Unified Pension Scheme for central employees took effect from 1 April 2025, alongside the Old Pension
Scheme and the National Pension System
Qe Sim&l LeTollIMeTT &Eh&STeT QbhiSamenbs eliaydluls b (UPS) 2025 elimed 1 (0560 HenL(pepnéE aubsE]; LInLpwl
Quey,Hwis FLD whmid Cadlu QiewFlul (pemmb £_6TeTer
Pension is a right and not a bounty, as held by the Supreme Court in Deoki Nandan Prasad and in D.S. Nakara versus Union of
India, 1982
Qe b Hiiwib ievev, 2_flemio eTedtLg) CHeud) e 1TaMSH aupddaid, 1982 1q.616. BaIT a7l @bhHul QeTILID eupPsHRID ©_&&
B&loetmid euediymSSH OseTens
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
I asnfleflwed & OSMPleOHIL LD

HARD
Department of Science and Technology announces that Indian researchers have identified Martian analogue sites at Neyveli and the Tiruchirappalli
badlands in Tamil Nadu and in Chile's Atacama Desert (announced 16 October 2026)
SOIPHTL 60T OBILIGaIeT, HpFdrmiLeer esorevornili] Hlevll LGS HMID AeSluledrT S L&Mom LiteneveuaTdEled aFeueunis: CanEnse Seneuonuner Heeiliish Sermhisener SbHL
Syleunenigen sevorLNbsens Sinflefiied wHmIDd asmilemI LS Senn rflelsss (el 2026 &G 16)

The Ministry of Science and Technology announced on 16 October 2026 that researchers led by the Department of Geology of the University of Kerala have identified geological sites
in Tamil Nadu and Chile that serve as terrestrial analogues for studying Mars. The findings were published in the Journal of Geophysical Research: Planets in June 2026. At Neyveli in
Tamil Nadu the team recorded melanterite, a hydrous iron sulphate with the formula iron sulphate heptahydrate, reported as the first recorded occurrence of the mineral in Peninsular
India. It formed in only twenty-three days when marcasite, an iron sulphide polymorph of pyrite associated with the lignite there, was exposed to ordinary air and weathered oxidatively,
producing yellow prismatic to fibrous translucent crystals. Gypsum, calcium sulphate dihydrate, was recorded at the Tiruchirappalli badlands in Tamil Nadu and in the Atacama Desert
of Chile. Both are hydrous sulphate minerals that record water and rock interaction: gypsum can preserve biosignatures, while melanterite indicates short-lived wet, acidic and
oxidising conditions. The analysis used a laser Raman spectrometer funded under the Department of Science and Technology's Fund for Improvement of Science and Technology
Infrastructure scheme, along with electron probe microanalysis, Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy and hyperspectral methods. The Mars link is a spectrum recorded by the
Compact Reconnaissance Imaging Spectrometer for Mars aboard the Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter over the Ceti Mensa region of Valles Marineris, associated with a polysulfate
deposit, which resembles the melanterite spectrum. The project coordinator named in the announcement is Dr K.S. Sajinkumar, and collaborating institutions include the Indian
Institute of Space Science and Technology at Thiruvananthapuram, the Centre for Earth Science Studies, Okayama University in Japan and Michigan Technological University in the
United States.
Gaenll Lesane&ESSS6T Ualuliie Henn Seneeniouleoner splieumeriser, agelsuie: Canener gpiie) asiausDHETET LIOGSTIL Benetors semhiseams (analogues) sIBIPHL I eID
feOulgid 2_eiten [HlevelLie) FeThiGED6TS SHetoTL BlibgleTensns sinflefiied wHIDd ASMHAHI L Siennéssid 2026 1&ELILT 16 sisom snlelsss. Sbs ie|ueser 2026 geufle 'wiere
Syeel1 GBWMIAsed flarré: emmeor e’ @sled Qeuerfluii i’ L eor. SOPHT 6T OBLGeeSluTed, By FOBUL aamiiTenanl Gl ergnid eumbiiun’ enLé esresor. BEImiw iy se0GUL
seufloloment ‘Goevmesoraeml Lfley et g); Susbu SbSiwnels Béseflon ubaneis SaGe Wae Wwenm eras asflefldaii’Lg). sirbiGeter L1 Hesaflu 6T (e9ébeneort)
OBMLILIEML LI, 6DLIEDTL LG 60T LIBeLG6[BeuTesT E(BIoLE Fe0enLB oMTSSemaL." ENSNTems SMhmise aeuafiILBSsIu (6 apédnGarhn Aamsase o LUl Gung), aanid SmUss! et
BILsefle) &g 2 (HeuTeTE); EhseT AN LLL&D (WS6) BT g6l QefladD LigShisemTas SemniulLg). sTedllb sGUL enLenaml GIL eenib '#lisb’, SOIpmILiqer Smédrniuererfl
wevorevonfliiL) [Hlevlt LGS, SleSlulledr Si L &om LimemeveuetT S uleurelg. Sresor@GL Bi-Lmenn SenLelenereniuil uley asiub B GUL sevflomiser: giign 2 udfiuied
BLWksemeLl (biosignatures) LN&IBM&ELD; ELoeMETITEL eI GSMULI Sevid Hlevefil FIOTeT, SiblevSgeiTemLow|eTer, H&ARBETDME @ penad GBSHADE. siflefiied wHHID OSMAHI LIS
slewpuiedn ‘siMlefed-asmlemI L 2 etsl L el Gubur @ B (DST-FIST) SLLsdler S euprisliulL Gevsl mmoedT Hmiomemeuloneflilib, erevéi e LIGTIL Hietor L@Liumiey, FTIR
Bimioremeouiiied, nEDUILITVOLISLTE (LLEDMEEHID LIeTUBSSUILLL60T. eFcueumiie: GaT@EpLeTTeT SLIL: aFeuamil spliies shnisbsesdle) (Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter) 2_efer
CRISM &@el, Geusdlsv ofleleoriflerSletr ‘G&Llq. LoeiTan’ LiGSHuled 6b Lmedleed@UL LigeL 60T STLILenLIISTSL L6y 1515 [FIMLOTen6y, 6Lo6VTETITEIL 6L LG 60T [RDLOTENEVEnIL 6&HEI6T6NE).
snedinfed @I’ L Quridensooriunem (weneoteui Gs.erein. sledT@&IOMT; HlabeueoThsUmD @b eflstoraeusf simlelled wHmIDd AFSMAHI LS SHpsid, el sirflefiuie Sy
emIoWiD, UILINEsll6dT QSWIMDT LIVSEMEVSBISID, SieLifléanele WFdaer asTOlEBI L LSneSSSD SpEIInel QSSIEDIRSS HINIEUCITTRISET.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Announced by the Ministry of Science and Technology on 16 October 2026; the research was published in the Journal of Geophysical Research: Planets in June 2026.
« Lead institution: the Department of Geology, University of Kerala; project coordinator Dr K.S. Sajinkumar.
« Neyveli in Tamil Nadu yielded melanterite, reported as the first recorded occurrence of the mineral in Peninsular India.
« Melanterite formed in just twenty-three days from marcasite associated with lignite, through oxidative weathering in ordinary air.
« Gypsum was recorded at the Tiruchirappalli badlands in Tamil Nadu and in the Atacama Desert of Chile.
« Gypsum can preserve biosignatures; melanterite indicates short-lived wet, acidic and oxidising conditions.
« Instruments used included a laser Raman spectrometer funded under the DST-FIST scheme, electron probe microanalysis and Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy.
* The Mars link is a CRISM spectrum over Ceti Mensa in Valles Marineris that resembles the melanterite spectrum.
* 2026 21&GLuT 16 siettm) ainfleflwieh oHmib asMADEI L Seninéssid snelsss); i) 2026 g2eflsd JIGR: Planets @s1l6b aeuaflinerg).
* HemevemLo HimIeueDTD: BaTetl LsHena&ss:SH 6T Lalulwe gienn; FlL @hidlenemriuneT (penereul Gs.eren. &L6TGLOMT.
* OB IG60T ABILIGEUeSIUTED 'ALosunetoraiemrL’ &evflob; Suspu SbhdHwinelle) Bser (Wae LHey erers esfledi.
* 601&6mETL(BLEIT OBMLILEDLILI DMTHSEMEL., SNHMIeis sTHIfle) HpéAnBGarn Hengeybd 2 L ULG eeunib SmUdE! ceiTn) HL&6rfled GLoeTETITEL DL LS LoMLIS).
* B Ig60T Hlapsdnmiverer] evoreonfliiy Hlevl LGS LHMID HeSluTledr i L smon LmemeeuaTSSle elisb Lgey.
* glsid o _ulifluied HLWrbisemeTl LNGISMEGSLID; GLOEOTETITEILenIL. GMII ST FFT, Siley, SpSHARCETHDE GLPewed GMISESLD.
* DST-FIST &L Gevsi nmoedt Himomemevomenf], ereosLmmedr LG wistor uGLiumiey, FTIR Bimwneneouliuied oydlulene LLITLBSSIILILL 60T,
* Beusdleiv wifiieoriflerdetr Bl L. Geien LGHuled CRISM udley 61FLS BIMLOTEDE, ALOTETITEL 6L HDLTEnaenil QEHEHBLILGS QFeueumiis OSTLIL.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Announced on 16 October 2026 by the Ministry of Science and Technology; the papers appeared in the Journal of Geophysical Research: Planets
afleflGaLILlL BieT in June 2026
2026 216G 16; snflefwied hmib aSTHeIHI L Siemiéssid. Jileys sl Benrser 2026 geflsd JGR: Planets @sled
The three sites Neyveli and the Tiruchirappalli badlands in Tamil Nadu, and the Atacama Desert in Chile
CPEDTM)| SETTRIEET BlpHM 6 anilGeued, Hmpédnmiueref] etorevoniliy el LEGS); Sedlulleir S L SMOM LITemeEUETTID
Melanterite A hydrous iron sulphate, iron sulphate heptahydrate; its occurrence at Neyveli is reported as the first in Peninsular India
GILDEVMETTTEIL WL BCmw Sioy seGUL — Siby FLGLL eamiiLTenant Gl ; aniliGaeiuis a6t uHey Susnu SbHwimels Wse (Wenn
Gypsum Calcium sulphate dihydrate; it can preserve biosignatures and is a key mineral in the search for past water on Mars
Sllisb Smedlib FBLL enLemanl GrL; o udifluieh gLk (1L HGLD; O1F6) 96b HLIHS e Heorsd CoBeudled (&HHWd sevflod
Neyveli In Cuddalore district, Tamil Nadu; India's principal lignite belt, worked by NLC India Limited
amLGeu6d SOPHNE, sLeTT wreulLb; NLC @S eSflo L asweuBssid Sbdwnelsr waeitento LiglL Heéafll uGens

Atacama Desert
SILLSNMOM LITEe6LEDTLD
CRISM
CRISM a@mef

DST-FIST
DST-FIST &lLLib

In Chile; the driest non-polar desert on Earth and a classic Mars analogue site
AeBlufled 2_eiTang); HiHEUL LGH Si6060Ns 2_60dledT Lls EUMETITL. LITEmEV6UEITD; eFeueunilé Gaense @enevonuimeot UMbl semb
The Compact Reconnaissance Imaging Spectrometer for Mars, carried aboard NASA's Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter, launched in
2005
mranelledr eFeusunil Sieys HHMIGS0SSH (2005 @b ereuli’Lg)) 2_eer fAnfl opilie] efliuL Bimwmenesviomesf]
The Fund for Improvement of Science and Technology Infrastructure of the Department of Science and Technology, which funded
the laser Raman spectrometer used
ainflefiwied wbHmIb eEMAEI LS Siennuler 'omlelws-asmbleopiu o e Lenioli] Gubun @ HF'; Lweau@Ssi L Gesl Tmoedr
Bimioneneonesllse Bl eulpraidig)
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PROMINENT PERSONALITIES
I (PSS Sh(EHEMLDSHET

EASY

Thenisai Thendral Deva, the composer who carried Chennai's gaana tradition into mainstream Tamil cinema, dies in Chennai aged 75
I egeiTemeuTulledr Geotm Qeme LIenL SIS Slewmujedler (waetenl BEIM LSS N&S 6&Tesu® eubs 'Caaflenss aHeTme’ Gseur, 753y6ug) ISl F6TEn6aTUTE) STEVLOTETT

Devanesan Chokkalingam, the music composer and playback singer known throughout Tamil cinema as Deva and honoured with the title Thenisai Thendral, died in Chennai on 17
October 2026 at the age of seventy-five. He was admitted to a private hospital at Kodambakkam in Chennai at about half past eight in the morning after developing health
complications and died there despite treatment; he had undergone bypass surgery nearly a decade earlier. Born on 20 November 1950 at Mylapore in Chennai, he was given the title
Thenisai Thendral by the composer M.S. Viswanathan in 1985. He composed for more than four hundred films in Tamil, Telugu, Kannada and Malayalam across nearly four decades,
besides hundreds of devotional albums. His debut as a full-fledged composer was Maattukara Mannaru in 1986, and his breakthrough came with Vaigasi Poranthachu in 1990, for
which he won his first Tamil Nadu State Film Award for Best Music Director. He won that award again for Aasai in 1995 and for Kushi in 2000, received the Kalaimamani in 1992, and
won the Filmfare Award for Best Music Director in Kannada for Amrutha Varshini. His defining contribution was bringing the gaana folk idiom of Chennai, and the Madras Bashai that

goes with it, into mainstream film music. He also composed the brass-led title-card theme for Rajinikanth, first used in Annaamalai in 1992. Other notable films include Baashha,
Kadhal Kottai, Nerrukku Ner, Arunachalam and Vaalee. His brothers Sabesh and Murali form the composer duo Sabesh-Murali, his son Srikanth Deva is also a composer, and the
actor Jai is his nephew. The Tamil Nadu government announced that his final journey would be conducted with state honours.

BIOpS Hewmuesid ((geugid 'Coeur’ eTert sMwLLL, ‘Caeflemss agedtmed’ LLLID aubHD Sensuleniolinen b eTeorsooflll LML &b apdi CoauCnaer aEnssednisD, 2026 ssGLILT 17
SN HETE) ET(LLISEDSHSTEUS QULIFI6D O1F6ITeMEITUTED STELLOTEOTIIT. 2 L 6LHEVES G6MME)Y TDLILL ST6D HT6weD SOMT 6T L 6wl oetoflieneled OFeiTement GHMLIDLINGESSS D 2 _6iTerm Heofluimi
WSgiauneneTuieh SigIoSesiLl LT ; HfFens LeeTeflssos HrkGasGw 2 ulflphbsn. SomT USSTEBHEBSS (Wit SFI enULTen SMenal AHEens aaIL IgEbhss. 1950
meubLi 20 siettm) eFetiTement Louleomiifled nbeuT; 1985 Shib Spetor(B EemEWIEnLOLILITET 6TLD.6T6M. eflsveuBHNSHeT SieUBEHS 'CoHellenss Q6N LILL H6mnd eUIphiEeTTT. &L S5 L
B6iTE LSSTeoTB&6fled S0P, OSHIMIGS, SHEOTEUTLID, LoemeILLIMETD &l auomflsefled HIBTNISSD CohUL L HenILLLhSEbSSLD, BIHNISSENSETET LbS Qenss OSTGLILSEBSELD
Bemsweniodsni. 1986 Bed aeuaflimer N (B&SNT LETEIH' SieUTSI (PSED (P(QemLowwimer Benswienioli]; 1990 e aauefliner ‘sweusnd QUTDHSTES H(BLILLPEDEDTILING HeDLOHSI,
Anhe enFWenLILTeTHSSTET SOIPHTE Tder (wHed HeoriuL efipensll aUDNIS Shos. 1995 Qb 'gpems’, 2000 6 'Gadl' LLhisERsGD I8 allhensll aubhpT; 1992 Qe
‘semeulomoeuofl’ eflpg); sedterL Ll LLLD ‘siubpseuiadlenl sane fnbhs SenswenolTanboHaner <NebCui efllfpg). agereneruist &merm HILGUD SenEemILILID, HSEDIL6T Sen6Uoihs

‘QuoL ey Limemey sowib Hewrulensuled (waetemo BEIM LSHNES asTem® eubsGs sieurs sefldgieu uisefli. 1992 oyb 246to1(B 'SIeTTeruToEnen’ LIL &S0 (LpSH6T(LpSedled

LwebTLBSSILL L, Teflevflambdledr aLWITLILL enL engeniwib 16uGT SemSSTT. Umieaqr, ‘&nge Can enL', 'Chmése Ghi', 'Simemmsseid, ‘sumed’ gydleney D GMILIIL G586 LILhigeT.
sieurs sGangnIseT 6U6Y, (wrefl ayd@GWMT '#GU6y-(refl enswiemiolinem ST enLiT; 6T ﬁs:nr_'r)gj, Gaeunayld enFWwenLOLILTETT; BlasT Ol euTs FGHNBIT LD&HET. SeUTS)
BniF earjeucvd 178 WlLNTENSIIL 63T BLSSLILBLD 67607 SONDPBIGB T8 AfleNSS5sI.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Died in Chennai on 17 October 2026 at the age of seventy-five, at a private hospital in Kodambakkam.

< Real name Devanesan Chokkalingam; born on 20 November 1950 at Mylapore, Chennai.

« The title Thenisai Thendral was conferred on him by the composer M.S. Viswanathan in 1985.

« He composed for more than four hundred films in Tamil, Telugu, Kannada and Malayalam.

« Debut as a full-fledged composer: Maattukara Mannaru in 1986; breakthrough: Vaigasi Poranthachu in 1990.

« Tamil Nadu State Film Award for Best Music Director for Vaigasi Poranthachu in 1990, Aasai in 1995 and Kushi in 2000; Kalaimamani in 1992.

« He is credited with bringing Chennai's gaana folk idiom and Madras Bashai into mainstream Tamil film music, and composed Rajinikanth's title-card theme first used in Annaamalai in 1992.
« His brothers form the composer duo Sabesh-Murali and his son Srikanth Deva is also a composer; the State announced state honours for his final journey.

* 2026 21&@LMUT 17 21601 OF6dTemenT GHMLIDLNSSHSS6) 2_6iTem SeufllmT bSgiauomeaTuled, er(pLISDSHIHTEUS QLIS STEILDTEDTTT.

* @unewy CoauBmssi aFN&H&eAhsD; 1950 meubuy 20 Si6itm| eFeTement uleomifled IDHSTT.

* 'Gaellenss 636D’ UL SHems 1985 E6b QemaWenLolILent 61lD.6T6in. efleeubTSET euLprhIleoT.

* BIOD, BRI, SHEITETLLD, LoemeulLimed Sl euomflserfled 4006@W0 GHULL LLhiSEHHEE SenSUIDOSSTT.

* WS (W(REMLOWINET @ewaiienioli]: WM. B&&NT eiteotn®' (1986); HmLiywener: 'emeustd aummbsTss (1990).

* fnhe BensWemUILNETHESTET SONPHTE I g 'weusndl aummbsnss: (1990), 'gpems' (1995), '@ad’ (2000); 'semevomosvofl’ (1992).

* QFeiTEmE0TUNE0T HTEOTT QeMFMWILLD ELOL 6N LTenagenuwid SHenrullenss@s e\snetor® et T; 1992 o160 emeL' LLSH6D (pBedTpsedlsh 60ls5s Tellesflambledr QLTI enL. ensenul

DIDDSHSEUT .

* e@ananiser '#GuUeiy-upref ewaweniolien Sl enLILIT; waeT uhenbs Coeunayb Genaswenoliet; Snidl eafaunsdhe ims: wilunams omflefiiy.
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Died on
STEVLDITEVT [BIT6T
Real name and birth
BuwpeLwimd WDliyb
Title
[IET)
Debut film
(WS6D LILID
State Film Awards
nBlev HewmliL ellpgiseT
Other honours
9D e@emTeurhIG6T
Signature contribution
seofllsgieu urbiseliy

Family in music
Benss GOBLOLD

17 October 2026, at Chennai, aged seventy-five
2026 2156@Lnuf 17; o ufed; euwig) eT(QUE b

Devanesan Chokkalingam, born on 20 November 1950 at Mylapore, Chennai
GaeuBmseit OsTé&E0IRsD; 1950 meubLl 20 Sieiim) aseireneor uleotigfled Amiy
Thenisai Thendral, conferred by the composer M.S. Viswanathan in 1985
‘Baellemas aemmed’ — 1985 6b QemawIeniolILMeN 67D, 6r6i. 6XleeUBTSHET CuLprhIAILIS]
Maattukara Mannaru, released in 1986
‘o’ B&s&nT Wedteutn — 1986 @6d leuefliners)
Tamil Nadu State Film Award for Best Music Director for Vaigasi Poranthachu in 1990, Aasai in 1995 and Kushi in 2000
Anbs QenswenolILneTbéaene SOIPHTIE aira efms): meausnd aunpbsiéa (1990), ‘gyems’ (1995), '@ad (2000)
Kalaimamani in 1992; the Filmfare Award for Best Music Director in Kannada for Amrutha Varshini
1992 @eb 'semevlompel]’; sedTeuTLLl LILLD 'Sibpseuiadlentl'éans fmbs Qenswienolunem S eSbGuT elms)
He brought Chennai's gaana folk idiom and Madras Bashai into mainstream Tamil film music and composed Rajinikanth's title-card
theme, first used in Annaamalai in 1992
elgeiTemenTulletr &meuT Qemaemubd ELOL M6 LTeneqenwid HenTullenas@s asmeor® eubsn; 1992 'sietureuomoens’ UL SHdled
WseTS6%6h 6055 TelleflambEler ALIITILLenL Sensemil SIEDLSSTT
His brothers Sabesh and Murali form the duo Sabesh-Murali, his son is the composer Srikanth Deva and the actor Jai is his nephew
s@ananieen &8uey, (prefl — '#@ueiy-(prefl’ @I emLIT; &6 QemFulIenLoLILTeTT grjs:nr_’r,ej; Gaeur; BlsT OLl s8aNeI &6t
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IMPORTANT DAYS
I (P&HSWI BT SH6iT

Ik} EASY
International Day for the Eradication of Poverty observed on 17 October 2026 on the theme United for Peace and Human Rights, with the annual focus
Safe Homes for All
2026 216G 17 sieotm) 'siemindl ommib wefls 2 flenoseEpsasns @armiLBEauD' erenib SELIALTHET, 'SenaTalhé@LD LTSISMLILTeT 6i[Basr ereid 946tor® ChTésSEIL 6ot
anienlo RIILSSTeT sTeUGSE HeT lensflsslillL g

The International Day for the Eradication of Poverty was observed on 17 October 2026. The United Nations theme for the day is United for Peace and Human Rights, adopted as a
three-year theme for 2026 to 2028, with the annual focus for 2026 being Safe Homes for All, which highlights adequate housing as the foundation of dignity. The United Nations notes
that more than 2.8 billion people face some form of housing inadequacy. Because 17 October fell on a Saturday in 2026, the commemorative event at United Nations Headquarters in
New York was held on 16 October 2026. The Day was established by United Nations General Assembly Resolution 47/196, adopted on 22 December 1992, which declared 17
October the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty. The date commemorates 17 October 1987, when over one hundred thousand people gathered at the Trocadero, the Plaza

of Human Rights and Liberties in Paris, the site where the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was signed in 1948, to honour the victims of extreme poverty, violence and hunger.
There Father Joseph Wresinski, founder of the International Movement ATD Fourth World, unveiled a commemorative stone whose inscription begins with the words that wherever
men and women are condemned to live in extreme poverty, human rights are violated. Replicas of that stone now stand around the world, including in the garden of United Nations
Headquarters in New York. The 1987 gathering was called the World Day to Overcome Poverty. The 2026 observance is anchored to the Doha Political Declaration adopted by the
General Assembly after the Second World Summit for Social Development held in November 2025. World Trauma Day is also observed on 17 October, and International Sloth Day,
kept on the third Saturday of October, fell on 17 October in 2026.
aumiemo @ILssTe sieuGss mrer 2026 &GLMLT 17 siedtn) SigisflssiuLg). 2&6SW BrBaeT Sienlifler sBUaLNeT 'Siend wHmIb wefls 2 fanseEnéssns eTmiLBGEeumd —
881 2026 a6 2028 euemruileoneT cpeiTnTes(Bd SIHBLOLTHETTS erhalLLLg); 2026 Qb Spetuniqeir GrnobaD 'Sienereudbo@Ld Ltgismiuner ei@asr, &g Gunsioner efl Heugdlenw
weofls setrenllbSen Siqssemons (eireflenealiLBss@ngl. 280 Gameseb GuonUlL wéseT a@seib Qb suensuln GuTHw 6 Bauss SetenoeniLl THTOSTETSTMEDTT 6160 . bil.
&L 1965M BADE. 2026 Qb 21&GLMLT 17 saflbdlipenio aubsste, BT 2_aTer &.bT. HeneenloissSHler Hlenerey Hloape) sibGLILT 16 sishtn hLosiu’Lgl. 1992 ebuf 22
Si60TN) aHSLILLL 9.1, LNEIE semud Silomeond 47/196, aibGLIUT 175 eunieno QUlLssTer &TeuGss mremms arflelssser cpeld @bbrer 2 (beurers. 1948 @6 2_eaemmei weufls
2 _flemioser UTaL 601D enaeugsster Lioner unflerSledt ‘oeufls 2 iflemioger HMID s&bHHIHseTler SLe' (9enmésaneaLGrm) eem L sdle, 1987 6GLMUT 17 i60Tm) Q6
WLESGIHGSID COHULGLNT QeTnIsnlq, HBHID CUNIEHLD, EUET(EDD WHMID LLIgefluned unHéslulL el &Ebnéd wiflunang asRisSlumsCu 85658 Hlenereysn fdng). sirhi@, ATD
HIET&HD 2 &I eTenIb sTeIGsHs Quisss e HneueT] sheng Cmrsll siendlerevd Qb Hlenearad Heened HMbs eDEUSIHT; 'eThICIGEND SHETITSHEBLD LIETITHEBD &BLD
aunienioulled eunpd seteniLBET&G@er, Sirhiese0eD Wefls 2 flenose WHILGETMET 6TeTH ASTLRIGHDE AHS6T CUTESHD. Sibsé sHevedlsrn LNTHlaeer 6T 2 ESHIGLD, HiWwTiés
.16, HEWEVEMIOWISS GHMLID 2 6L, Himieuli’ [Bererer. 1987 gpib 2600T1q 60T SMbS QETNITR L 6D 'QUNIEMIOEHII EIQUEIRID 2608 HIT6T 6160 HeWPSGUILLL . 2025 meubLifled HemL aLHD
Bretorneus) 2608 Fepd euemiEd 2 &8 o BéGL e eungié senu ghm 'Camamm sirded TsLersgIL e 2026 b yetonqedr SignisHii Senevorssi’ Beers). Hi&GLILT 17
BTN 2608 AHTEHS SMUIRISET HEBD AnisfssiLBADEs); 1&CLufler cpstmneug seflsSpenio euwmb sieuGss GembGuML NTmewll BreT 2026 6 &GLMLT 17 ST eUbHSSI.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Observed on 17 October 2026; because the date fell on a Saturday, the United Nations Headquarters event was held on 16 October 2026.

« Theme: United for Peace and Human Rights, a three-year theme for 2026 to 2028.

< Annual focus for 2026: Safe Homes for All, highlighting adequate housing as the foundation of dignity.

« The United Nations notes that more than 2.8 billion people face some form of housing inadequacy.

« Established by United Nations General Assembly Resolution 47/196, adopted on 22 December 1992.

« It commemorates 17 October 1987, when over one hundred thousand people gathered at the Trocadero in Paris.

« Father Joseph Wresinski, founder of the International Movement ATD Fourth World, unveiled the commemorative stone there.

« World Trauma Day is also observed on 17 October; International Sloth Day, kept on the third Saturday of October, fell on 17 October in 2026.

* 2026 21&GLmuf 17 ietm)| Hignisifili; sibmbeT saoflbapemnio aubsSHNe) .M. HEnEeDIoWs HlsD6)] ASBLILT 16 Si60Tm| BLbHSSI.

* HGUOLNEET. 'Siemiod HMID weofls 2_femwseEnéssns erniuGEaumDd’ — 2026 wwsed 2028 euemuievner ePsTMNEToBd SIBLIOLITIHET.

* 2026 gyib y6t0Tq60T GBISHEHLD: 'HEMEVTEUMBSSGLD LngisTILTeT 65Bae'; Gurgioner 6fBeusdGuw seoreovliLSSHer SiqHSenD.

* 280 Gameés©d GomLULL WéseT gGoHeIb Qb suenauls) GuEiw 6’ Beussh Qeitenoeml arSlTasTETSTNET 6Teur .6, GBIIIGEADSI.

* 1992 19&DLT 22 Si6dTn) arHSUILIL .BT. OLNEIF senLid SiLoneord 47/196 cpevld & [HEUTSHSLILLL ).

* 1987 ax&@Lmui 17 sty umfleiv wennésmaL Gunelsd @@ 558150 GnULGLIT QeTnIisniqiens HleneoTe)dn.i&ns.

* ATD mredtamb 2_eusid SuisssSHler Hneuet Sheng Gunsll eiandleitenvd oiki@ Hlenearaysd seened Snbe eDeUSSTT.

* 266LMUT 17 2160Tm) 2008 HFTEHE smumiseT HTEbd AensflssiubGang; siauGss GembGumil Winmevofl mmet 2026 Q6 Si&GLMLT 17 Si6iTn) aubSSI.

STATIC GK CONNECT

Date observed
sieIfléalu@D Ber
Theme for 2026
2026 gilb 21600119607 HBLIELITHET

Established by
2_meundalg)
Origin
Gsmmmid

Founder of the observance
sigisifilideor Himieueory

Significance of the Trocadero
wennéaenaL Gumelledr Wé&lwggieun
Policy anchor for 2026
2026 &M6Tensd Silq HSHENMD

Other days on 17 October
266LMUT 17 @60 19D L a6

17 October every year; in 2026 the United Nations Headquarters event was held on 16 October because 17 October was a Saturday
SpetrGCsMMID Si&ELILT 17; 2026 @b 21&6GLMLT 17 seuflébelpemio eTeTLSTE) 8.1, HEDEVEDIoWs Hlape)] SibELILT 16 oieitm)

United for Peace and Human Rights, a three-year theme for 2026 to 2028, with the 2026 focus Safe Homes for All
‘siemiod) oHMID eofls 2 flenioseEndans etnLBGeumDd’ — 2026-2028 cpsTnren®é smwUALTHET; 2026 GHN&HEHLD 'SeneTalbHEID
UngIsMILneT 65@ae

United Nations General Assembly Resolution 47/196, adopted on 22 December 1992
1992 q&buf 22 60T HSLILLL &.[6T. OUNEIEF semLs Siiloneord 47/196

17 October 1987, when over one hundred thousand people gathered at the Trocadero, the Plaza of Human Rights and Liberties, in

Paris
1987 &xs@Lmui 17; umflerSleor 'wenfly 2_flemioge M &ssbAnmisefler S (4ammésmaLGrm &b @ L ss51GED Gunul GLmy
66078 19.60TIT

Father Joseph Wresinski, founder of the International Movement ATD Fourth World, who unveiled the commemorative stone in Paris
ATD mreitamd 2_esid erenid sTeIGss Buibssdler Hmeuer shens Corel eiarderens); unfledle fl Vé HEEDS HMHE
MEUSHEUT

It is the site where the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was signed in 1948

1948 @60 2_& flws wevfls 2l T IT&L60TD enaeI(pSsTer @LID
The Doha Political Declaration adopted by the General Assembly after the Second World Summit for Social Development of
November 2025

2025 meubuifled HLbHS BTetormeus 2 608 Feipd euemiédl 2 &8 wonmr_BeEL 6T aung)é semu emm ‘Gamant sirdiue s e’

World Trauma Day, observed on 17 October; and International Sloth Day, kept on the third Saturday of October, which fell on 17
October in 2026
2&CLIUT 17 — 2608 218156 esmumiseT BreT, s&CLMLIfleT cpeitpreug) seflsdlpemio auwmh sTeuGss GambGuiill Wirmevofll mreT 2026
Beb 2&GLMUT 17 Si6Tm)

ATHIYAMAN ACADEMY | 8681859181 | TNPSC Current Affairs October 18, 2026 | Page 13 of 13



