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Northeast monsoon batters Chennai: MGR Nagar records 15.4 centimetres, schools close in five districts and the orange alert moves to southern
Tamil Nadu

QUL HPSELI LIHEULDELY O1&60TemeoTemLIL LTI IqUIE): 67LD.g5).3(T. Baifled 15.4 a1g.15. emlp, ebai el Liseflsd Lsefl eBLpemm, Tehs: erésflbens as6r SODBI.BEHE HaiboHE!

Heavy rain through the night of 20 October and the morning of 21 October 2026 flooded parts of Chennai and its neighbouring districts, and the Tamil Nadu government declared a
holiday for schools on 21 October in five districts — Chennai, Tiruvallur, Kancheepuram, Chengalpattu and Ranipet. The India Meteorological Department attributed the spell to an
upper-air cyclonic circulation lying over the southwest Bay of Bengal and the adjoining north Tamil Nadu coast and extending to a height of about 5.8 kilometres above mean sea level,
out of which a low pressure area formed over the southwest Bay of Bengal off the Tamil Nadu coast, with a trough running from it towards north coastal Andhra Pradesh. V. R. Durai,
Director of the Regional Meteorological Centre at Chennai, described the low pressure area as weak and said no red alert was warranted for the time being. In the twenty-four hours
ending at 8.30 in the morning of 21 October, MGR Nagar in Chennai recorded the state's highest rainfall at 15.4 centimetres, followed by Vadapalani with 14 centimetres and Saidapet,
Chennai Airport, Alandur and Kolapakkam in Kancheepuram district with 13 centimetres each; Meenambakkam, the DGP Office, Madipakkam, Valasaravakkam and Maduravoyal each
received 12 centimetres, as did Colachel in Kanniyakumari district. The rain belt was then forecast to move south: an orange alert was issued for 22 October over a block of seventeen
southern and delta districts, with nine further districts under a heavy rain warning, and school holidays on 22 October shifted to Tirunelveli, Tenkasi, Thoothukudi, Kanniyakumari and
Tirupattur. Fishermen were advised against venturing into the sea off the Tamil Nadu coast, the Gulf of Mannar and the Comorin area, where squally winds were expected. Heavy to
very heavy rain was forecast across Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal until 26 October 2026, and a second low pressure area was expected to form over the southeast and
adjoining east-central Bay of Bengal around 23 October.
2026 o16@LmuT 20 16y (eugId, 21 &Teme) 6UEDT GLILS HEUTLOEMIOWITED OFEITENEITILID 1560 AHBSHS LOMEULLhSEBLD OeueTars e cppelen; SIOPHNEH SiTs: HHEELMUT 21 Siedtn)
C1560TEMENT, H\(IHEUETEEIBIT, HMERFALTID, Q\&TRISEOLL (B, TTeufliGULenL &l gmbg) e L hiserfled LeTeflsense elBwenn imelsss. SbS eureflene i) emlowid, O5TELNHE eurhiss
SL6 HMID SHSeWEDT QLIGUI QUL SOPHTE BLDHSOISEE Goed &tomi 5.8 SAGeMSLLT 2 wimb euen Hetonamhs Gueranhmnié swhAGL SsnH&d SNIeouiD eremib, HHedmhe SOPHTH
sLOHSOTOW QLI O5TELNHEG euUhiss SL6J6 QI SMHN(LESSS STPa LGS 2 [Heunerg) eretnib, Hledmha eu sLGeomr SybHn TG Crrsd @b Hpey LisTenD HesorL g
sretmIb 65658 QFeTeneT NTMHEW eunesilemen apliley eniow BwSGHT 6. . slewr, Bbsé SMONIRSSS ST LGS auRIUDNE] eTeTDID, HHBUTMSEES feull a&siflbans
Gaemeauuisheney eTedTID s rfleorniy. 1&GLILT 21 smewev 8.30 wewofléd (WigeuemLibs BmLSS e el CrISSHle) QF6iTemenT 6TiD.28). 941 Haifled MEleusHen SiFlaLls wenlpuwiner 15.4
6g.15. udleunélg); euLLipeolluied 14 a1g.15.; emasmiGLLenL, OlF6iTene LoMeDT [HleMeVILID, SyeVBSITT, HMEHSALTLD WTeU L SHledr GaemiiLnéasd Spdleuhmle sefldseflGw 13 66.15.;
LSEUTIDLINSELD, STEUEDSIEDD SENEVEHL0 SUISESHI SHWIEUSID, LOMQLILTSEHLD, CUETFTEUTHESLD, LSITEUTLIE Spdieuhrieid, seteoflun@Lor wreu L s Genéselib sHaflsseflGWw 12 ag.15. wenp
ugleundig). wemipll LLewL eTeTT 68HE& CHNéH HESID 6TeiTn) SevofléalulLg): S&EGLILT 22 2i6om) LS GaT(Q 60T HMID CIL VLT MEULLRISEBEHE WTEHs: eréslbens
eB&sILLLE); CaID QETLS) LTI L hSEH&HES SHeTenlp ar&siflebens; aisGLmul 22 usteafl elGuwenn HmameaBGeaued, Osarand, HTs5I&EE!, seteflun@Loil, HEOUSSTT
AWEUDNIGS LIS, SOPBTE SLHESED, LOETETTT EUEnETGLIT, GLOfs HL6 LGHseTeh Leds sTHN ef&D ereTLSTe eTeuTseT HLaAIGESE Q1E6Ia BeuetorL D ereur
senSsIuLLeoTT. SODHTE, UsIEGsT], HTnI&H®TE (W(QEUGID SIGHELILT 26 6UenT SHETOEDLD (6 LBlGhH SHETDeDLY &HeuoflbalLlLg); HHEELMUT 23-94ib Cadlatale 656TH&E LHMID
2B YL HpsG-0SSHIL ahiss HLeS Bretornalg sMHmRsSS SNpall UGS 2 HaGLDd 616 erHiLmisaliulLg).

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Weather system: an upper-air cyclonic circulation over the southwest Bay of Bengal and the adjoining north Tamil Nadu coast, extending to about 5.8 km above mean sea level, which
generated a low pressure area off the Tamil Nadu coast.
« Highest rainfall in the 24 hours to 8.30 a.m. on 21 October 2026: MGR Nagar, Chennai — 15.4 centimetres; Vadapalani — 14 centimetres.
» Schools closed on 21 October 2026 in five districts: Chennai, Tiruvallur, Kancheepuram, Chengalpattu and Ranipet.
« The orange alert for 22 October covered seventeen southern and delta districts, with nine further districts on a heavy rain warning — the belt had moved away from Chennai.
< V. R. Durai, Director of the Regional Meteorological Centre, Chennai, called the low pressure area weak and ruled out a red alert for the time being.
* Heavy to very heavy rain was forecast for Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal until 26 October 2026, with a second low pressure area expected over the Bay of Bengal around 23 October.
* aunenflemey SieMDOLIL|: OHETBLONS 6URISS HLEV LOHMID SiFHEWT QLI QUL SIODPHTE SHLHHeOTHE G, &TMEH L6 L SSed\mha s 5.8 &.15. 2 wmb euenr HetorL Goesnbmis spnHa);
250EhEI SOPHTE SLHSOTEDIL QLI HMDDRESS SN LGS 2 ([HeuTETS).
* 2026 21&GLmLT 21 smewev 8.30 wewofll suemyuievneot 24 wevofl GBI SIFGLLE emL: QF6Ten60T 6T1D.25. 8411 B&T — 15.4 618.15.; euLLipeof] — 14 ag.15.
* 2026 axs@Lui 21 st wibg) el Liserleh LsTerfl eBpenm: aisciTement, SlbeveTeabil, &MEpSALTLD, O&HRISBEOLILH, TTevofliGULemL .
* 2&6BLILT 22-&&HM60T HIEhs: er&s1flEbens LHGT(Q O1FH60T HMID EL6VLT LML L HhiGHeneT 2_aTerL&HElg); C@ID Q6iTLS) LTI L hiSEh&ES SHETDeDL e1§5(fléband — Wemipll LI emL
ageiTemenTulefBhE eevdulhbss!.
* agetTement LNTMHEL euresilemen pliie) emiowl BWSGSHT 6. . Hlewr, HMONWLSSS Spa UGH agIeUDDE) eTaTMID SHELUTENSHES deaull aésflsens Beemen ereotmid OSHENGSMT.
* SOIHHIE, UgIEGsT, HMemrsene LGS aeEnsd 2026 S1&GLILT 26 euenr SHEToen (056 s &l &euoflil; sibELILT 23-95b Cadlwerals aurhind sLefld Sretuimeus &SMHNLRESS
SMPeYI LGS TSFLMTLL.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Northeast monsoon Tamil Nadu's principal rainy season, running from October to December; its normal onset is around 20 October and it delivers close
QUL AIPEGLI LIHEUDEDLD to half of the state's annual rainfall
SIODPBHTLIGE0T (LPSHEITEMLOWITEDT LOEMLPE SMeVID, SBGLILIT (LpS6d 1 &DLT eueT; SulebLmerr aSML&sb isbGLmT 20-gyb Cadlwereie;
whlesHleor pevur® emipuileh AL Ss1 L unHenw B&Ceu sieflsAmE)

India Meteorological Department Founded in 1875, headquartered at New Delhi and working under the Ministry of Earth Sciences; it is India's national weather
ShEIL auneflensy 26y epowid service
1875-@6b Himjeuliui’Lg)I; Hemeveniowisid Ligl Hlevedl; Lol sinflefieh sieminésasden £p Buikiedng); Sbflwnelsr Gsd aeflenas
Gsemey B51Geu
Regional Meteorological Centres The India Meteorological Department runs six of them — at Chennai, Mumbai, Kolkata, Nagpur, New Delhi and Guwahati
b euneuflemne Syl eDLOIIkISET BhH aunevflene iiiey eMIOWID D) EDIDWITLISHEDET HLSSHIHDE — OF6ITEET, (PIDmL, BTLSSST, BrsUf], Lgl Hevel, sasnsd
Colour-coded weather warnings Green means no action, yellow means watch and stay updated, orange means be prepared and red means take action
Bim sugliuemLufleoneot eunevflemen eréaflbemnaaer LgemL — HLEUGEHDES G 606060; LOEHEHT — BT, HH6160 HHHBRISGET; HTEHe — SIS SHhiseT, deull] —
LU SHEDS 6T([BMHRIGET
Chennai's benchmark rain gauge Nungambakkam is the city observatory whose readings are taken as Chennai's official figure, while Meenambakkam is the airport
6&6TEmETUIET SHGLILIEDL. LOEDLY 66y FlemeVILID station
HIRISIDLTSSID BeT e Hleneiid; siger SieteiBsGer 656 Neir Siflammiiy,Teu wemlp T TEMLILIBHEOTMET; LBeuTbLINGSHD
elonenr Hlemeowt 66y [HleneulLd
Districts of Tamil Nadu 38
SLOIDIBTLIQ.60T LOTEUL L Rig6T 38
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Commission for Air Quality Management invokes Stage One of the Graded Response Action Plan across the whole National Capital Region as Delhi's

air quality index climbs to 244
SleveSlufletr sMHMIS H5T6 GBI 244-948 2 WiTHssTe), G5l HEnBSILI LGS (P(QEUSID LigBlene LSl HLal&meS S LSS 6T (o6 SLLSMS SMHNIS ST GLoevmesorenio
SHEWETUTILID Si06OLIBSENLIS]

On 21 October 2026 the Sub-Committee on the Graded Response Action Plan of the Commission for Air Quality Management in the National Capital Region and Adjoining Areas met
and ordered that all twenty-five action points of Stage One of the plan be enforced with immediate effect across the entire National Capital Region. The trigger was a sharp
deterioration in Delhi's air: the Central Pollution Control Board's daily bulletin put the city's average air quality index at 244, which falls in the 'Poor' band of 201 to 300, at two o'clock
that afternoon, against 179 or 'Moderate' on the previous day. The Sub-Committee also weighed forecasts from the India Meteorological Department and the Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology, which predicted that the air would stay in the 'Poor' category over the following days. Stage One obliges agencies to enforce dust control at construction and demolition
sites, to cover the storage and transport of construction waste, and to use water sprinkling and anti-smog guns; construction and demolition projects of five hundred square metres or
more that are not registered on the official web portal may not carry out work. The stage also requires mechanised road sweeping and sprinkling, bans open burning of biomass and
municipal solid waste, tightens enforcement of Pollution Under Control certificates, allows visibly polluting vehicles to be impounded or heavily fined, bars over-aged diesel and petrol
vehicles, restricts the routine use of diesel generator sets while exempting emergency services, prohibits coal and firewood in tandoors, and keeps inter-state buses from specified
states out of the region unless they run on electricity, compressed natural gas or BS-VI diesel. Citizens were asked to track the index on the SAMEER app and the current stage of the
plan on the Commission's website.
2026 21&GLmui 21 sietrm), Gaélu SenebaIll UGS HNID HHeneT R LGS SHEbESTET SMHNIS ST GLeMETITENLD SheneuSH T LigHlena L6 BLelqbamesd Sl Senemise
gnlq, SILLSE6T 10560 HLLSH 60T BBHUSDSHE! BLOUEHDEL LeTeafllseT Hemearsensiid Ga&l SemabsIll UGS (P(RaugId 2 Lemqing siosLBss 2 ssreilLgl. 8sh&é e
SHevedlufledr sMHMIS SID BBHeDLWTSF flbeBs: LSS wr&s sLBLUUTL® eunflusser Serer smlbans, s Wbuse @retor® wenlléd bafler sanefl snmnid 516 GBS oL 244
ere01s GMSSE!; @81 201 (psed 300 euemruievmeor ‘Gonsd’ Nflefleh auEBEADSI; (WhHensi! BreT o215 179, sismeus) WOsLONeTg)" eredtn Hlemevuled Bbhss). SbSH eurerflemey Sl emLOWID
HOID EbSIL CeUILLDETITL 6V eumeullene Sliiey BHImIeuetTHS6tT SBedilliisememyd sleneise(Q Lflfelsss); SiBss b seaflgib smmn) 'Gunsb' NflelGaGiL BigdH@L erer Sieme
&S00l S BHBHET. (B0 BLLSFT S, HLBLomeund wHmId gl SLrasefled raé s EUIUTG, L BWweTs sleysmene dplg Cailds aTBSSIE OF6aIs), Hevuremi aBeflHse LHMID Lena
TS SIS S6T LweTUT® SULMLULD; obBETn FHIT LT Sicbeg) si5nH©& GumulL sLGwner-@uilsd S Lhiser JHsMiLTe euemasenssHle ey asiuiurel L me Leoflssner
BLSS (pigwing. Goeid, SuibETiouloner sreneall ALHSSE WHDID 6F6flSse0; 2 ulfll auNeT LHMID HEIT AS HLsé sHifleysenersd Snbs aeuafluled efiiILEHGS HewL; NS
SLEUUNL(BE ENOTISLD SH6TorqLINS Sio6D; QleuerfIliLemL WIS ons: aeuefllGWHDID eUTESEThSEDETL LG58 DEUSHE) SIS HEOTTES SILTTSID; STTEUSIITET LLs6d, auLGmmed
AUNBDTRIGEDESSS SeML; leusTé CaemeusEndse alede iefssl e WlaTamédaaflr aupssioner LWETLT. Bé&E s GUUNE; shamle Heéslfl whnib en&sE&s seoL; G L
wmflerisefledbe UL mElevrhiseEnsdent Guimer GUBbEIsT L6TEMLD, SiRSsUULL Suihens erfleumy siebegi L1.eren-6 esadled Guir A'LTe) LGHSG6T Igniog] Bevemev.
GBS enL. SAMEER asweSuieid, SILLgHler HHGLTEMSIL HLLSE0S SheneTNLSSH6T UEHESETSHIMID &H600TaMeuullSESLDLIG. OILIMGISHESET GaL (BHESTeTeMLILIL L 6O .

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Delhi's daily average air quality index stood at 244 — the 'Poor' band — at 2 p.m. on 21 October 2026, against 179 or 'Moderate' the previous day.
« All twenty-five Stage One action points of the Graded Response Action Plan were enforced across the entire National Capital Region with immediate effect.
« The decision was taken by the Sub-Committee on the Graded Response Action Plan of the Commission for Air Quality Management, after reviewing India Meteorological Department and
Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology forecasts.
« Stage One bans open burning of biomass and municipal solid waste, bars unregistered construction and demolition projects of 500 square metres or more, and restricts routine use of diesel
generator sets.
« The plan has four stages, keyed to the air quality index: Stage One for 'Poor" air, Stage Two for 'Very Poor', Stage Three for 'Severe' and Stage Four for 'Severe Plus'.
« Citizens were directed to the SAMEER app for the index and to the Commission's website for the stage in force.
* 2026 @i&GLnuT 21 Nihuse 2 wenflée Hevelullesr Heore ennefl snbmnid 16 GBUSE 244 — 'Guonab' fley; WHewsIL HeT Sig| 179, Sigeus) BGONeTE) .
* Ly Hlemed LUFleD HLUYEENES SHILSH6T (1S HLL BHUSDSHE! HLE&HensL LeTeflser Sienardgid Cadll SemebaIll UGS (P(QeugIb 2 LeoTqlLng HoelBSSLILLL 60T
* @bFHw eunevilemen Syiiey emiowtd HMID b SeuliLioesor_ey eunevfleney yiiey HneueTddlen sefliLsemet Lflifedlss DG, SMDHMIS ST GLOETETITEHLD S ENETUILISS 6T LigBlemey Ligled
BLAISDSS HLL HlEDOTHSR BbS (Wenel TBSSE-
* a6 sLLD 2 ulfll GUMBeT HmIDd HEITLHS HLd sfleysmansd Snbs eeueflule efliLamssd sl aaLBng; 500 ear LT Sieves sH& GuHulL ubey aaiuiuLTg s Grer-Suid
B Lsemerd SBHEME); lege BleiTeornébHserledr eup&eLoneT LETUMT L& SLBLULBSSIADSI.
* sMHNIS H16 GBS 16T SiglienLuled HLSH6b BTeiT@ SLLMisET: ‘GMeD' SMHMIGBE (WHeD SLLLD, 'Blé Gned' @IedurLib &L LD, 'sB6m.’ AeTDND SLLID, '&B6mLo LieTe' [BIeTsD SLLLD.
* ®MUSLB&& SAMEER 6swedlenwib, Si1060l6d 2616 HLLSSNE eSS 6T 6UMEISETHEDSIID LIMTSH@SLDLIG. OLNGI0SS6T HIfleynISSLL L 6T .
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Commission for Air Quality Management Its full name is the Commission for Air Quality Management in the National Capital Region and Adjoining Areas; first created by an
SMHMIS ST GLOEMETITEDLD hEETTTILID ordinance in October 2020 and given statutory form by the Act of 2021, it replaced the Environment Pollution (Prevention and
Control) Authority

weleuw: Cslu HemBEIL LGS HNID ST RLIQLI LUGHeEbéEsTer SIS ST Goamesumenio Syenesonud; 2020 S1&GLmufled
SieUsTE FLLLESME) (&H6edled 2 Heundasi’ B, 2021-g4b SHetor(BE FLLSSMe FLLLILT6N QgD UDME); SDHMIEEsL0e) ongd &L GEUUT.6G
LSSl QLS B TBSSSI

Jurisdiction of the Commission The National Capital Territory of Delhi together with the National Capital Region areas of Haryana, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh,
DTS SO SIS ST ETeDEDE) and adjoining areas
Hlevedl GalL HeneBEILI LGS 60T, Siflinerm, mrgengner, 2_ssml 1ITCse5Sler Gadll HemabaIl UGH&ET HDID Sieunenm Ligi
UGS ser
National air quality index bands Good 0 to 50, Satisfactory 51 to 100, Moderate 101 to 200, Poor 201 to 300, Very Poor 301 to 400 and Severe 401 to 500; the index
Gadlu snbmis 516 G GL Wifleyser was launched in 2014

mevevsl 0 (waebd 50; Slmllamb 51 waed 100; Wisoners 101 wsed 200; Gwonsb 201 wwsed 300; e Guoreb 301 (waed 400; &@Beno 401
p&ev 500; @bas @BuSE 2014-@6b apMLiislulLE
Central Pollution Control Board Established in 1974 under the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act of 1974; it runs the SAMEER app and publishes the
&S n&s SEUUT.H eunflwibd daily air quality bulletin
1974-gy1b gyetor® Bii (o1& G HMID S-EIUNE) LSS Sip 1974-@6bd Bimieuti’ L gi; SAMEER eswedenws bLsgidng); Heorsil
sMni$ 1 sMlsaasniu eeuefluiGEDS)
National Clean Air Programme Launched in January 2019 by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, with a revised target of cutting particulate
GadlL gMilenos sMHOS S L concentrations by forty per cent by 2025-26 against the 2017 base year
2019 gevreuflufed SHHMIEEL60, EUEDTID HMID HMEVElENE) THMH 558555M60 OSTLMISILTLEI; 2017 sugliuenL SyetoremL QUG
2025-26-6@6T 66T SieTene HHLS) 565510 GemDULg HBSSUILLL BebE
Graded Response Action Plan First notified in 2017, it sets out emergency measures for the National Capital Region in four stages tied to the air quality index
LgHlemed LFH6D HLOUGSMES S LID 2017-86) (5606 aflelléaiiulLg); snhnid s1é SHUSLBLeT QeneuisalillL HreTd sLLhisefe Gadll SenabsIL LGSHbsner Sieusm
BLOUGSEDSHSHENET USSHADE
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Tamil Nadu extends the tenure of Special Officers in rural local bodies by six months to 19 April 2027, deferring panchayat elections while 46 rural
bodies merge with urban ones
BTN SHemIoLIL|&EBL60T 46 2e1rs 2 _eemm &l SiemioliL|gem emevtréaLLBD Hlemeouled, 2anm gl Coisesmener @SS CUTLB, 2ars 2 _eTemmi &l siemlolisafled fmiiy
sieTS6fler LselsaTosHms HMn NshiseEned 2027 alime 19 euenr sWpBTE HLiasss

By Government Order (Ms) No. 166 dated 19 October 2026, the Rural Development and Panchayat Raj Department of Tamil Nadu extended the tenure of Special Officers in rural local
bodies by six months, with effect from 20 October 2026 to 19 April 2027. Because the order was issued on 19 October and took effect on 20 October, it is carried in this edition with its
true dates stated. The extension covers all three tiers of the rural panchayati raj structure — village panchayats, panchayat unions at the intermediate or block level, and district
panchayats — across 37 of Tamil Nadu's 38 districts, Chennai district having no rural local bodies. The position differs between two groups of districts. In 28 districts the terms of the
elected representatives had expired on 5 January 2025 and Special Officers had been in charge since then; it is their tenure, which was due to end on 19 October 2026, that has now
been extended. In the remaining nine districts — Kancheepuram, Chengalpattu, Villupuram, Kallakurichi, Vellore, Ranipet, Tirupattur, Tirunelveli and Tenkasi — the elected tenure itself
expired on 19 October 2026, so fresh Special Officers were appointed. The government's stated reason for deferring the elections is a large restructuring exercise: 46 rural local
bodies are being merged with urban local bodies, nine new panchayat unions and 93 new village panchayats have been created, and one village panchayat has been amalgamated,
so boundaries, wards and the reservation of seats for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and women must all be fixed afresh before polls can be held. The newly created bodies are
exempted from the Special Officer appointments. The officers designated are zonal and sub-zonal development officers for village panchayats, assistant directors of panchayats and
audit for panchayat unions, and additional directors, additional collectors, joint directors or district rural development agency project directors for district panchayats; their remit is
confined to development projects and essential civic services such as drinking water, street lighting and the upkeep of local body property.
2026 o16@LmuT 19 CaHlui’L sirsmensoor (Hlemev) eretor. 166 clpeuld, HONPHTHB 2enrs: euenT&d] HmID Serrml &S Flewm, Lomrs 2o gl Siemolisarfled AL siguaueTserfledr
ugeldsnengems 2026 sibBLILT 20 wse 2027 alired 19 euenr m) WNSHSEDEHE BL9S58I. emeuor ssGLILT 19 siedrm eeuefluilin’@ 6L 20 (o6 J0QISSE CUbSBTE), HSET
260 owineor Gad 5 GOILILG @bst uSlule & SLbeundEng. b Bligli] 2ore cam’dl senolifle cpeTn SBHEBeDeTD — 2o faeT, QenLHlene) 160608 et
siereleoneor 2amm’ & QedTWIrbiseT, wreu L eaym a6t — SIOPHM 60T 38 Wmeul L rhiserflsd 37 wneul Likisefle) 2_6TeT_S&HMmE; 6F6iTenedr Meu L HHe) anys 2_6Temm 8 SiemLoLiL|geT
Bevemen. B WNaILLE GRESEHEHES BB Hlene GanuGEns. 28 wraLhisefled GaibesBGésiulL rdfidsefler uselsdsmen 2025 gereufl 5 Si6iTN] (LPIq6UEDLbSI, HHEH6TT
Im® fmiy sigieueviser aummiiiie) mbseorn; 2026 SieGLILT 19 Siedtm) (wigeuenL i Sbbs Sieuiseflen LseldsmaGo @UGLTg BLqsaliuLl Beens). BeeTen edTLg) meul L hkiserle
— &nEedIiD, aehiseLL®, ef(lmb, seatené@mnéd, Gaugn, TnelliGuUenL., HEBUUSETT, HpanaGeaued, aserand — GaIbhasBE&eIULL LeelsanaG 2026 si&GLILT 19 o6t
(I euemLhSSTe, U ADLiL Sigieueoiaser HflssiulLeori. Gaissamer @& CUTBSHEG T8 samil &MIevoid b el wnfTenli Leooll: 46 2ars 2 eTemmdl SienloliLEeT
BBTUILD 2_6Temm & SiemioliL|&EnbL 60T EeneturéaHlLBEeTneT; eiTug) LSl 2ammdl @emmlrisepn 93 Ll sarm fseEmh 2 heunssLiul (Betener; b 2ol d QenearéaslIul. (BeTers);
cTeuTG6u BHISHED HLSHID (LPEDT ETEIEHEVSET, EUTTBSET, L IGIIED STHWIT, LI ieh L@ UTeDTT, LTS EbHSTE SLQHIGED SpHILIDeU HDATSEID LFoNe HiferouilsbaiL. Geustor®ib.
LUFsns 2 HeunssHlLLL SenlisEhsd Ll sigiaie Hnarssle efleése sefléasiiul Berens. HulféaiulL HeIaIeTseT: o dls@Ehse eULLNT HMID Siemeor eULLTT eleTi &
SIRIUTSH6T; emyT & QETHILITISHEDSHES eI &6 HNID Setoflbens 2 561 BUIGSBISET, nell L 2anm fEEnsHe dn G560 SUISSBIGET, snBH6 L ALTSHET, Seneoor SUISHESBIS6T
2i6D6VG) LOMEUL L. 2e1Tss EUETTES (P&HEmS FH L SWISGBIGET; SieuTseflen dFlammb eueniddlsd S Lmiser wHmId G, Osmelense, 2 et d siemolis asnsgisetler umorfii
Gunedtn SiBSwimeudL Glgemios BaemeusEnd@ LG 2 Ll g).

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Government Order (Ms) No. 166 dated 19 October 2026 of the Rural Development and Panchayat Raj Department extends Special Officers' tenure from 20 October 2026 to 19 April 2027.
« It covers village panchayats, panchayat unions and district panchayats in 37 of Tamil Nadu's 38 districts; Chennai district has no rural local bodies.
« In 28 districts the elected representatives' terms had already expired on 5 January 2025; in nine districts — Kancheepuram, Chengalpattu, Villupuram, Kallakurichi, Vellore, Ranipet,
Tirupattur, Tirunelveli and Tenkasi — the elected tenure expired on 19 October 2026 and fresh Special Officers were appointed.
* Reason for deferral: 46 rural local bodies are being merged with urban local bodies, nine new panchayat unions and 93 new village panchayats have been created, and one village
panchayat amalgamated.
« Boundaries, wards and the reservation of seats for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and women must be refixed before elections can be held; the newly created bodies are exempt from
the appointments.
« Special Officers' remit is limited to development projects and essential civic services — drinking water, street lighting and the upkeep of local body property.
* oan1s eueMT& HMID 2y S giemmuledr 2026 sisGLILT 19 GaHull L sirstener (Hemev) eretor. 166, fAmiiy siieusviaefler Lgelidbanugens 2026 ibGLILT 20 (a6 2027 elimed 19 suenm
Bl SEDE).
* BOIDPHML G601 38 Lomeul L ugerfled 37 wneul L higerfled 2_eitem oy dlaer, 2omym’dl QedTBlLkiger, el L e deenem & 2 6TeTL&GEME!; O1F6iTemeu Ieul L HEe) 2onrs 2 _eenL &
SIMOLILEET QEV6m6D.
* 28 wneu’ Lusaflsd Gaibas®@aaiulL NrHbdasaflsr usaldsteb 2025 gereifl 5 261D (Whss); QTLS) wTaI L hisefls) — sTehdTiD, aghiseu’®, efmb, serensemsd, Geug,
meolliGULemL, HBLUSSTT, HbemeBeusd, aserand — Gaibas®@ssiulL ugalssmeb 2026 aibELILT 19 oiedtn) (laeuenLbgl LS Anli] sigieueviaer HibléasiuL L 6.
* 551 GUTBEUSDHSTET HNTEUUID: 46 2ayah 2_6Temmél SiemIoLILE6T HAILILMD 2_eTemT & SiemoliseEbL e enemrésliLBaleTmen; 6etug LS o’ dl @emmiwniger, 93 4w ey daer
2_[BeUTé&ID; Qb 2enTm 8 @e6voriiL].
* GaIBH60 BLSGID (PEIT ETEVEMEVSET, EUMTBHa6T, LIIGUIe) ST, L iquied Lpri@iguler, OLetoraeEbdsanear SLesibéE® UHans HifeomuilsaiuL. GeustorB; USones 2 (heunsasLiil L
SIS EDHES HILILOETSHHED 65605HE .
* Al sieueisafler aiFlanmb eueniéds S L6 LHnIb SidSwuneudi Guenod Geenasebdd® — Gibl, 0smelanse, 2 e dé agnsgit ummofliy — wl BGGw.
STATIC GK CONNECT

73rd Constitutional Amendment Act Passed in 1992 and in force from 24 April 1993, which is observed as National Panchayati Raj Day; it inserted Part X, Articles 243
73-gy6u8] SIS HbSHsF s LD to 243-0, and the Eleventh Schedule listing 29 subjects
1992-@6b FlemnGeunmiiL®G 1993 alimed 24 (pH6) SioRISES EUbSSI; SibmreT Gl 2o él Slenonss seoLlillgésliuGansg); usd IX,
Uifleyser 243 (ps6d 243-0 auemi, HMID 29 6L i g SoTL LIZI6) TOMEuE) SiL'L | 88 Gess8!
Article 243E Every panchayat has a term of five years, and an election to constitute a panchayat must be completed before the expiry of its term
9ifley 243E eeueleun(s e Sufer LGeNSSTEID bl eToT[BE6T; e Aemil SienEED CSHIH6) BT LISeSSTEID (LG 6uSNE (PeiT Hlenmey
eI Beuetor(BLD
Article 243K Elections to panchayats are superintended, directed and controlled by the State Election Commission
9ifley 243K o lg Caiseseflsr Guohunienel, Buwssb, sLEIUTE Sydlenel MHoS CoIs60 henenUSHLID 2_eTaTer
Reservation in panchayats Article 243D reserves seats for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in proportion to population and not less than one-third for
sa Asefle) QLYEISESB women; Tamil Nadu provides fifty per cent for women

9ifley 243D, wés6TOSTENS ENlASSS60 LI STHWIT, L6 LG uleTbaEid, cpamie Qb UhiGS@&s &smmILIMoe)
ST BEBHGID BLhiGen6T QEIGGADE!; SOIPHTE CLEISEDSS BbLS §56isD SiefléHns)

Tamil Nadu's panchayat law The Tamil Nadu Panchayats Act of 1994 governs the three-tier structure of village panchayats, panchayat unions and district
SOIPHMLIq 60T 2eryml & &1L 1D panchayats
1994-g41b Hev01(® SONPHNE 2erpm g6t FLLID, 2amml Slasel, 2ernmldl QeoTBlrhigeT, neu’L 2aqm et 6Tt ceTDB&HE SiemLoLient
SUHEUBSsEDE
Committees on panchayati raj The Balwant Rai Mehta Committee of 1957 recommended a three-tier system, the Ashok Mehta Committee of 1978 a two-tier one,
ey’ & (PeOD SIS G(19HSET and the L. M. Singhvi Committee of 1986 constitutional status; Rajasthan was the first state to launch panchayati raj, at Nagaur on 2

October 1959
1957 uebaurbs mmis Gossn G cpaTmB&E Wwemmenil, 1978 218smé Cossn &1 Bretui (6@ wWwennenil, 1986 ered. erb. el @
Srfieemioli] Sirhié 5 1 uflfE 7 ; 1959 ax&@LmuT 2 sisitm) Hrelsentfled 2amm’dl (pewmemiLS QST i (056D LomEleid
ggefog et
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Tamil Nadu's Chief Electoral Officer calls an all-party meeting on 23 October ahead of the Special Summary Revision of electoral rolls, with claims and

objections open from 12 November
aumésen UL iquiedledr ADILE &5((H&6S SBSSSHNES (TSNS, HUSCLILT 23 ST HeETSHEIS SHLEé dnl L Hend SOIPHTE Senaveniod Caise dFsl sl iqeor; Heubuy 12
560 2_[flemiod B&mredseT HMID S CELIEDEITE6T

On 21 October 2026 Archana Patnaik, Chief Electoral Officer of Tamil Nadu, announced an all-party meeting to be held on 23 October 2026 at the old conference hall of the
Secretariat in Chennai, at which twelve recognised political parties would be briefed on the timetable, the rules and the Election Commission of India's latest instructions for the Special
Summary Revision of the electoral rolls. The revision is part of an exercise ordered by the Election Commission across seventeen states and union territories, with final rolls due in
January 2027. The published timetable gives electors a month to be heard: claims and objections may be filed from 12 November to 11 December 2026, all claims and objections are
to be disposed of by 28 December 2026, and the final electoral roll is to be published on 4 January 2027. Electors may submit the prescribed forms offline at designated centres,
through the Chief Electoral Officer's website or on the Election Commission's ECINET application. Form 6 is used for the inclusion of a new name, including by those whose names
were deleted in the earlier revision and who now seek re-inclusion, Form 7 for an objection to or deletion of an entry, and Form 8 for correction of particulars, transposition within a
constituency or the replacement of an elector's photo identity card. The Special Summary Revision is a distinct and later exercise from the Special Intensive Revision whose final roll
for Tamil Nadu was published earlier in 2026, and the two should not be confused.
2026 216@LmUT 21 siedtnl, SONDBIG Semevenind Caise HFlsfl sirésemm L bTus, 2026 2&GLILT 23 Si6OTN] CF6TENETS HEDEENLOE AFIIGSH6IT LEDIOW! nl L SiTThIED HeneTSHEISH
&5L.816 sal LD HewLOLMID 6160 eSS ; Sifled LedteuliTesu® Sirdaflesin’ L srdile s deEnse, eunsasnen Ll iquiedlsr Apiyg spéss SbsssHhaner s ey, eflfser,
BhHs Caise yeweumusSler sLSEHW snfleynissese pdienea efleméai@in. uHGerp wrflerkiss LHDID el NIT@sshiseafls) SbHuis G560 penetnuD Spenesoruii L
ustoflulledr @ LGHCW Bbss Hmssid; BnF uliquiedser 2027 gereuflulieh Qeuafling 2_serer. QeueluILLILL &6 66y CUTSESTETTHEBHE R LONS HTED HeUSMFD efHHDSI:
2026 meubui 12 (g6 sl 11 euenr 2 [flenod Camedssr wHMID bl GELENEITSHET STéHSH6 QFILILIND; SienaTss 2 [flend CamesEbh o CaLenerseph 2026 Wabui 28-&@eT
SiseluL Geustor®b; @nidl eundsem L iqwisd 2027 geureurf] 4 sistm) eeuefluiLLILELD. eunésneniser HieuoruldbasillL Ligeukisemer GOILELL epwwihisefled GHIIGITSEeD, HEMeVEnLos
Galise aiglamilulier euemegerd euflnaayd, Gaised ayenamugdler ECINET agweduigib goffiifidasentd. LS auwi Geiliyse — whensw SbsssHe euw Boaiu’G SuiGuns)
15etoTBL> BerTébes GammGaunT 2 6L — Ligeud 6; Qb LSleyse 2l Cauener sieves) BéoasSNE Ligeud 7; efeurhaanersd Hmss, QGT OsTGSoHE&e SLMHDID AFLIL Sied6s]
CUTHSITENTT LeaLILL SiemLUITET SiL_eDLemUL LMHD Ligeud 8. AniE &moHes Slpssb, 2026-@6 AL soHS60 SIADHM BHster Sni Lliquie eeusfluliu’ L dpiysd Selrs
Hpss5He0mHE CauniLLSID 1N6T6TT QUHEISID Sp&iD; BTesorenLulld Gl O&HmeTeTsS &n Mg

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Archana Patnaik, Chief Electoral Officer of Tamil Nadu, announced the meeting on 21 October 2026; it is to be held on 23 October at the old conference hall of the Secretariat, Chennai.
« Twelve recognised political parties were invited to be briefed on the Special Summary Revision.
+ Claims and objections may be filed from 12 November to 11 December 2026.
« All claims and objections are to be disposed of by 28 December 2026, and the final electoral roll published on 4 January 2027.
« Forms may be submitted offline, through the Chief Electoral Officer's website or on the Election Commission's ECINET application; Form 6 is for inclusion, Form 7 for objection or deletion
and Form 8 for correction or transposition.
« The revision forms part of an Election Commission exercise covering seventeen states and union territories, with final rolls due in January 2027.
* BODPBIG Sevevenod Caise dHlan sisgeom UL bmusd 2026 2&ELILT 21 60T nl L SHend HBEASSTT; HSECLILT 23 6N CFEITENEITSH HENEVENIDE CFIISSE 60T LIEDIPWI Sl L TMhied
HEWLOLIMID.
* Al &GS HBSsD GNISE eleréssd e LsTelTen® SikiSaflbsiu’ L T sLAs6T HenPSHSLILIL L 60T.
* 2026 meubuy 12 wsed &bl 11 euemr 2 fleniod Gamrebas HMID S GFLENEOTEHET SMHEH6) QFLILIGMLD.
* simeaTHE 2 [flemiod Canresend Syl GaLeneraesd 2026 1L 28-@6T Sidau. Geuector®h; Bmnid eunsareny UL igwied 2027 geoteul 4 ot eeuefluliILGLD.
* LgeurtiBemeT GHIIWITSEEID, Henaenod Csise iHlanluler eusmesend auflunsa)b, Caisea apememmugdler ECINET asweluiigid soililésend; Gsiliyée Ligeaud 6, o CaLener Siebag
$6658DE Lgaud 7, HBesb Sieeg GLomdnsSHe Ligeud 8.
* uFGevr(p nlevriiseT WHMID weuflerr NTEsemisemeT 2_eTL &l GaIse6 gyensvonull Lewofluller Qb LGHCW @bss Hmss; BnIH uliguwedser 2027 gereufluiish aeueflmED.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Election Commission of India Established on 25 January 1950, which is observed as National Voters' Day; it has been a three-member body since 1 October 1993
BbFws CaHen QyeweonLIDd 1950 gereurfl 25 sisiTmy HmieuiiL’Lg); SibbreT Gl 5 T & & senLLNI&sILGEADS); 1993 21&GLMILT 1 (&6 epeitm)
2_miifleony SiemiolLng 2 _eTeng)
Article 324 Vests the superintendence, direction and control of elections in the Election Commission of India
9fley 324 Baiigevaeflenr Gunumieney, @uisbaD, sLGEUUTE SpSweunDenn SbHuis Caisen enenuUSSLD QULDLSEDE
Articles 325 and 326 Article 325 bars a separate electoral roll or exclusion on grounds of religion, race, caste or sex; Article 326 provides for elections to
ifleyse 325 hmud 326 the Lok Sabha and state legislative assemblies on the basis of adult suffrage

ifley 325, wgib, Bevrd, sTH Siebevg) LmedlerTdHledr anqliLenLuled Heofl eundsremi L iqwienEGWT eflvdsamaGuWT senL asidng; Wifley
326, wéseTeney WHMID oMl FLLL Gureneus GaTsaseT aug aubCam auns@leno SiqliuenLuie BLSsILL Geustor(Bld eTeTemsi
Chief Electoral Officer Appointed by the Election Commission in consultation with the state government under Section 13A of the Representation of the
SIS CoiTHen Sl People Act, 1950; Electoral Registration Officers come under Section 13B
1950-gy1b S4eto1(® éser ITHBHssieus sl Lsdler Lifley 13A-@eir SLp, wHley ST 6T SHeVHSTENASE CHIH6) SEDETTLISSTEL
Buidlssiu@annT; eundsremn ugley sigisueiaer Lifley 13B-Qeir S euammiser

Voting age Lowered from 21 to 18 by the 61st Constitutional Amendment Act of 1988, which took effect in 1989
auMéseMsSD euLIg) 1988-gy1b gpeto1® 61-2p6u8 dndLveniolyd SHbsss UL ssme 21-@e®mhel 18-966 GemnéaliulLg); 1989-86b Siaise aubss
Qualifying date for electoral rolls Defined in Section 14(b) of the Representation of the People Act, 1950; since the 2022 amendment there are four qualifying dates in
UNSSETT LG IIQIGSTET S&S bt ayear — 1 January, 1 April, 1 July and 1 October

1950-gy1b gpetor® wéser LTS HHssieus sl s Lifley 14(b)-Bed auenmumibsiLBererg); 2022 HBE555DG NG HeTTBES
BedT® H&S ML sem — sgevreurfl 1, erlimed 1, ggPemev 1, 216GLmuf 1
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| 05 YIIINY
The 33rd edition of the Singapore-India Maritime Bilateral Exercise, SIMBEX-2026, commences at Visakhapatnam with a harbour phase and a sea
phase in the Bay of Bengal
sl i-@bSwin sLevsmi Smariyl uuinAuier 33-gyeug uSliuner fibausen-2026, slemmss GLLLD HMID euhkiss HLEOE SL60 &L LSSIL 60T eleTaLILL L ersSHle
OBMLHISWIS)

The 33rd edition of the Singapore-India Maritime Bilateral Exercise, known as SIMBEX-2026, began at Visakhapatnam on 21 October 2026 and runs to 26 October. The exercise
brings together the Indian Navy and the Republic of Singapore Navy, and the Singaporean ship RSS Supreme arrived at Visakhapatnam on the opening day. The opening ceremony
was held on board the Indian warships INS Nilgiri and INS Kamorta and was attended by the Chief Staff Officer for Operations of the Eastern Naval Command, the Fleet Commander
of the Republic of Singapore Navy and senior officers of both navies. The exercise is divided into two parts. The harbour phase, from 21 to 23 October 2026, is given over to
professional interactions, subject matter expert exchanges, cross-deck visits, sporting engagements and planning conferences. The sea phase, from 24 to 26 October 2026 in the Bay
of Bengal, covers anti-submarine warfare, anti-surface warfare and anti-air warfare drills along with seamanship evolutions and tactical manoeuvres. SIMBEX is one of the Indian
Navy's longest-running bilateral exercises: the series began in 1994 and was originally named Exercise Lion King. The stated purpose of the 2026 edition is to deepen interoperability
between the two navies, to address shared maritime security challenges and to contribute to peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific.
ArusliT-@hHun sLesnt Sumsriyl uuibéuler 33-gyeug uHiy, fHbausev-2026 ereor smwiiLBeug), 2026 sEELILT 21 sisttn) ellenaluliqersdled aSMLhid 21&ELILT 26 cuemr
BeoLOUNEDE. bst LuIHd @bFHuis sLHUEDL WD Aol GUTEs HLHLDLenLILD QaTflenenisang); AmasliLié slius RSS alfib asn_és brefls) elsnsiuliqerd aubss.
asML&a elpn @bHwis GuiTé SLILESETTE &.6T6dr.6T6. Hevdlfl HMID &.6T6dT.6T61. HELMTSHT SpSWIEUDDIE) BHEDLALDDE!; HP&HES SHLHLEDLE S LEneTLISSSH60T OFWIOLT(BEEHHESTET
SHemevemioll Lieooll Sigoieuevr, Araisli Glwss sLbUenLuler sl LenL g Semud, B SLDLOL 66T cpdHs SileueiseT SabgiasTeoreri. Lulhdl &, uGSHeemsl
if&asiu’ Bereng). 2026 SisGLILT 21 a6 23 euenTuienesr Slemm(Pss SLLID, ASMPNPEnDS SH6bEIEOIUITL 60S6T, Hlennan Hijevon LflomhohiseT, SLiLesEnée SenL Guiwimer
auBEnss6T, eflememun Bl GuTL &6, SILLIAL6 IBIESEbHE QaIbasIL BeTargl. HiHGLILT 24 (o6 26 euen euhisd SL60lD HewLaUnID &L6) sLLD, Bieppdlds slied el
Gumi, Gupuriiy et Gumi, eumedt ettt Gumit LulnHAs@EbLeT sliLed Quisss Hnedt LuihdseT HMID SHHEITUML BeTeySeDaUD 2_6TaT_s&lig). fAbeusen SbHlié
sLDUemLUTeT s BetorL smeuld e sl Luihdsefle) Qern: @508 1994-@6) aBMLidILIg); (oHedle 'erdbaTensaen eowler ' ereort aLfL Il 1qbhesg. 2026 ugliifer
Grnésid, B SLOHUDLEEHSHES SenL GuILITeT Suiss OUTHSSSH6NS WLLILBSSIeUS], OLTSIEUTET SLELSTT UTHISTILE Fautcsenen erdliastereus, SbCsm-udlis LGHule siemdlujb
Hlemeusseitemlowlld fleve 2_se eus).

KEY EXAM POINTS

« SIMBEX-2026 is the 33rd edition of the Singapore-India Maritime Bilateral Exercise, held at Visakhapatnam from 21 to 26 October 2026.

« Harbour phase: 21 to 23 October 2026 — professional interactions, subject matter expert exchanges, cross-deck visits and planning conferences.

« Sea phase: 24 to 26 October 2026 in the Bay of Bengal — anti-submarine, anti-surface and anti-air warfare drills, seamanship evolutions and tactical manoeuvres.

« The Republic of Singapore Navy ship RSS Supreme arrived at Visakhapatnam on 21 October; the opening ceremony was held on board INS Nilgiri and INS Kamorta.

* The SIMBEX series began in 1994 and was originally called Exercise Lion King.

« Attended by the Chief Staff Officer (Operations) of the Eastern Naval Command and the Fleet Commander of the Republic of Singapore Navy.
* fibewden-2026 eredtug) Al T-@hAwm sLesmt Smariyl uuinbduler 33-gyeug ugiy; 2026 sBGLILT 21 (o6 26 euenT efsTaULLIGETSS6 HenLaUNEDS).
* HleNWas SLLID: 2026 a1EGLIUT 21 (1ps6d 23 auenr — AFMFPENME HEVHSIEDTIINLELSET, HIEODEMT HljevonT LfilonHDraiseT, SHULESEHSE SenLGUILITET eUbenSS6T, S LIOL 60

LOMBTBHSE.
* &L60 GLLLID: 2026 216GLILT 24 psed 26 euenr eurhiss sLedlsd — Bicppdld sliued, Gomumii, sumedr erdiiiyt Gumil Lulhaser, siusd Quibss Hper LulhHseT, SbSHEIMUTL HeTeys6T.
* Arusliyl GlquiTad sLHULES sl RSS &ifib asGLILT 21 sibrn) eflsnaiuliqend eubss); Os1L & elipn g.ereir.ere. Bevdlfl oMb g.6reir. e, &BGLMTSHsMelD HEnLOLHDE).
* fibewsev AT 1994-86b asnLhidg); (560l 'erésTenaein euiledr &b’ ereorl QLI LU BHSS).
* HpsGsH SHLHLMLS S LeDeTLSSH6T OFIIOLITBSHEBSSHTE Hemavenioll Lisoofl Sigieuel HMID SISl &arss sLbUenLuler SUL6 LenLs SemUgl sebeI6\sTeooTL 60T .
STATIC GK CONNECT

Eastern Naval Command Headquartered at Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh; the Indian Navy's other commands are the Western Naval Command at
Hpb&s BLHLEDLE S LEDETLSD Mumbai and the Southern Naval Command at Kochi
BHwenSD WHAM ITCsEEH6 eflgnaiiligend; @bHwéd sLhuemLuleT D &L enemushiser — (ibenLuls GonHE&s sLHLnLE
BLLem6MUSLD, O&M1FALIe) O8HGS HLHUEMLS HLLemETLSD

SIMBEX The Singapore-India Maritime Bilateral Exercise, begun in 1994 under the name Exercise Lion King
FlbeILIGen Arius, - @bl sLevsnt Soariyl uulhd); ‘aseiengsv eower S’ ereotn aLwflsd 1994-@6d Ok

Singapore A city-state in Southeast Asia whose currency is the Singapore Dollar; it is a member of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
sl BeTHIPES puneied 2 _aTen HeT-HN®H; Hrewonb ALl LTeT; a56rdlpse apdi prBsefler s Lenwolidsr 2 niifenr

INS Nilgiri The lead ship of the Project 17A class of stealth frigates; the name revives that of India's first indigenously built frigate class
ep.61601.676M0. [HE0EANf] SILLD 17A euema madu GuTé Sl eu@GLLNeT (PSHe0 BLIL6D; SbEHLIMeNler (WoHed 2_6THIL 60 SLLULL GUITH SLLE euEGIler eLwemT

851 565 s0HDE

INS Kamorta The lead ship of the Project 28 class of anti-submarine warfare corvettes, built at Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers,

&.61601.67610. HGLMTSHST Kolkata

FILLIb 28 euems Biieplpdd sliLed et Guié asmTeeul. euGLleT (s SLLed; AsMsSsTeleT SiLe fF sl &L (BLomeTd
bmid eummluiiwied HinieuersHled SLLILLL &I
Other India-Singapore engagements The two countries also hold the army exercise Bold Kurukshetra and the air force exercise Joint Military Training, and Singapore is a
@pSwn-Ariusiy ¥in FEUTESST strategic partner of India
B BIEsEHD GuTe. GHBEFSIT SenriuenLLl LuiHdenwiyb, s 6 Tramieu’ uuind e efioneriuenLtl uulhéenwiyb
BLSSISeTDET; HrhslyT @bSwimelledr coGeMUMLS &nl Lerfl
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Ministry of Defence signs a contract of about 770 crore rupees with Bharat Electronics Limited for Improved Low Level Light Weight Radars for the

Indian Army
S mremieusHnener CobLBESsILLL STphlena Se&ns CrLniseEnssts UMTs ees nmeflésn eSileL Hineuearssier &womT 770 Gamg. epumil QULHSSens LNGIemL|
SIEMIDEEHID MHEI(RSSI LS

On 21 October 2026 the Ministry of Defence signed a contract worth approximately 770 crore rupees with Bharat Electronics Limited for the procurement of the Improved Low Level
Light Weight Radar, designated LLLR-I, for the Indian Army. The contract was signed in New Delhi in the presence of the Defence Secretary, Rajesh Kumar Singh. The radar is
designed to detect and track targets at the lower end of the air picture: it can pick up and follow fighter-sized aircraft as well as small and micro drones, and it prioritises aerial targets
so that air defence crews can engage the most pressing threat first. The Ministry presented the acquisition as a direct answer to the growing unmanned aerial system threat faced by
ground forces, and as a step in the indigenisation of India's air defence platforms. Because Bharat Electronics Limited draws on a wide supplier base, the Ministry also described the
order as a boost to domestic defence manufacturing, including micro, small and medium enterprises, and placed it within the broader Viksit Bharat at 2047 vision of a developed India
by the centenary of Independence. The press release did not state the number of radars ordered, the procurement category under the Defence Acquisition Procedure, the indigenous
content percentage or the delivery schedule, and no other source has supplied those particulars.
2026 2168LmuT 21 siettn), @b TnenieusShaner GubLBESsiLLL sTpHlene e@&Ts CrLTenI — 6T60.6T60.6T60. T~ 6760 QUMSLILIBSSILL LS — QSMETIPSHE) OFILIISDSHTS LNSISMLIL|
SIEWIESHID LTS eTevdLenllsen eSBleLL EimieueordgiL et siomT 770 Gamg. epuUmil FeTem QUUBSSmSS m&aLRSSILLE. 8hs QUUBSD Lg Hleedulleh, LTHISMILE eFweomey
mBeeiq Glom & (edresflemeuulieh emaeILIRSSTeTE. &bs GILMT, sunedr s Aullsdr Sl L SHl6) BebGsenens seuLlbs! TSI (D cuemsule) ailq eSS Beerns): Gy
efloneot sieneysiten eXloneuTrhigenemuyid, Sfl WHMID misdor LGnedtsHenenid B &L mibs [NeTasmLT (piqub; Guaib auner Saé&EsEnse Weataiflenn auflms siefliugte, sumet
ungismil LeooflLmemT &6l L& HIEUSTLONEDT HESMISHSHeWeD (PS6dled eTHTESMETEN (LD, SHETLILIEDL &6 eTHTOSMETEBLD eueTihsl eubD Syerflebeom euneir siemiolisafledr SIFSHNISSVISHE
Grmgll ufleonseayd, SbHwnelletr eumeir LNFISTLILS Semhigerfledr 2_eTHTBLowionésedled b LiquInsa|b Shss OSMETPSHene JEMIDEFSHID (PeTemeudsHEl. LTS erevdblmmeflében eddle L
uDih® QUMEIGBT SHeTdHens HLUmLlLsTe, Bbs Spemetteniul MHistor, Hm HMID HEBSHST HNEUETRIGET 2_6TUL 2 6B (B LTSS 2_DUSH&HE asbsonaa)bd Aemsssd eflauflsss;
&&5HETHE0T HITHMMETOTq 6L eueTiFienLbs SbSHum eredrm 'eflédsH unrd 2047 unfenauuilsr @ UGSHWING BHMET MEUSSHI. Spenevorui L’ L CrLmisefledr ereturetoll&Hens, LTSS
QBMET(LPSHED HEML(PEDMUTEIT SLPTETT OBMET(PSHED CUEME, 2_6TBITL(B 266N & FH6ISID, EUPMHIBE Sev SieTey dleunenn asd aeuafui® asflealsaeisensy; Geumi embs WSTIPD SibSH
elleunraisemen Sierfléaels0emnen.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Contract value: approximately 770 crore rupees, signed on 21 October 2026 in New Delhi.
« Vendor: Bharat Electronics Limited, a Navratna public sector undertaking under the Ministry of Defence.
« Equipment: the Improved Low Level Light Weight Radar, designated LLLR-I, for the Indian Army.
« Capability: detects and tracks fighter-sized aircraft as well as small and micro drones, and prioritises aerial targets for engagement.
« Signed in the presence of Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh; framed as a counter to the unmanned aerial system threat and a step in air defence indigenisation.
* Presented as a boost to domestic defence manufacturing including micro, small and medium enterprises, under the Viksit Bharat at 2047 vision.
* @Uubs FOY: somT 770 Gemg epumil; 2026 SiEELILT 21 siedtm) g Hlevedluleh en&SEIRSSTETSI.
* QUPTHIGHIT: LTSI SlemIoEFHSS6 Sip IIhGID HEUTSHETT OLTSISSHIEND HNEUeTONeT LTS erevéLTmesflsen edlbleL L.
* 2_Lgrevoid: @b mramieusSnster GuibLBSSILLL STpBlene Be@Te GILMT, 6red.6T6d.6T6h. ST -
* Hlmedr: Gumi eXlomeot YeiTer ellomeoTrs Wb Srlw, miesor LEImeiTaememuld &etormibgl NeTOSTLISH60; auner Seub@HEhsd Wataifleno auiflns sieflssen.
* ungisMiLE aEweoneny mmBeely GLMT ki (ebTeuflemevuiish EDSOILIRSSTETSI; SherfledeIT EUMET SiMIDLIL| AFFMSBNIHS THIT HLCUIQHEDSUINSHE|D, CUTEIT LNGISMIL 2_6THTL(BLOWIOTES656 Q16
LIQUITSEYD (LedTeneuSSLILILL 8.
* 'afl&dS L 2047" unfemeuulledr Sip, mievor, Amy OMID HBSHST HNIEUETRIGET 2_6TUL 2 6THILBL LTSI 2 HLSHSHE 2erébsIons (PeTeneUSSLILILL ).
STATIC GK CONNECT

Bharat Electronics Limited Established in 1954 with its headquarters at Bengaluru; a Navratna public sector undertaking under the Ministry of Defence
unTg ereudsLrmeofléen eSBleIL 1954-@6b BIMIGUILLL§); HEDEIEDIOWIBID ILIhISEH(H; LTSISTLIL| HeDI0EFSSH6 S SUITIEGID HEUTSETT ALTHISSIED HNIEU6TD
Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh, in whose presence the contract was signed on 21 October 2026
UT&ISMILE O\FWIeVmeTT mm@ggely @lomy &ril; Beuns (edrevflemevudish 2026 S1&GLALT 21 SiedTD] QUUBHSID EDSHEUIQSSTETS]
Defence Acquisition Procedure priority order Under the procedure of 2020 the order is Buy Indian-IDDM, then Buy Indian, Buy and Make Indian, Buy Global with Manufacture in
LTSS QSTET(LpSH HenL(Lewn (WeiTeniflemio euflens India, and Buy Global

2020 pewLpenpulesr £ip euflens: enu SbHUIedT-g.19.19.61D., LedTerT enu GbHluledr, ewu Sietor. Goéd SbHlwier, emu &Germue efld
Guog-BussT @6t @b, enu &GemmLsh
IDDM Indigenously Designed, Developed and Manufactured — the highest priority category, which requires a minimum of fifty per cent
£0.19.1q..6TLD. indigenous content
2 6160 6UIqEUEmHSILLB, 2 HEUTGHILLE, 2 Duddl asiiu’Lg — s 2 wibs WeTaifleno auens; Gepnhos LILS Fo6S5ID
2 _6THL([B 2 6Ten &sb Caemeu

Viksit Bharat The vision of a developed India by 2047, the centenary of Independence
N&dd LnTd sSHSTSH 60T HIHDTEOTTLNET 2047-6G6T eueTTFAILIEDLIES SHEUIT eTedTn LIMTemex

Counter-drone systems in India The Defence Research and Development Organisation has developed an indigenous anti-drone system, and air defence against
ShFHuwnefled U Grmedr erITLIL) SiemLoLiseT unmanned aerial systems is a stated priority of the Indian Army

ungsmiy syrmiédl wHmub Gubum’ @ Hinieueond 2 6T @ LGTmedr erfili SienlolienL 2 HeunsaleTens); Syefledevm eurmedr
SIEWIDLILBEDHSHS eTHITET eunedr Ungismi ShH manieusHer smlelssiuL (weteiflenio
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ECONOMY & INTERNATIONAL
I eUINBeTTSMILD & FTeu@HeD

HARD
India and New Zealand sign a Memorandum of Cooperation on the electronic exchange of origin data, announced on 21 October as their free trade
agreement takes effect
ShHwneyd B, dleonbgib CamHnieuiis sTeysener WeTeran) (wennuleh Lifllonilé asmeTeusHETET Q&SIEMIOLIL RLILHSSHmSS n&eUIRSEI L 6T, B BrB&efer HemLwhn
auetofls GQUILIHSID S1oISHES eubHs Hlemeouish &ELILIT 21 siettn) 88 Sneléssiu’Lg)

The Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs of India and the New Zealand Customs Service signed a Memorandum of Cooperation on the electronic exchange of origin data on
19 October 2026, and the Press Information Bureau announced it on 21 October 2026; because the signing falls two days before this edition's label date, the true dates are stated
here. The memorandum was signed by Vivek Chaturvedi, Chairman of the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs, and Christine Stevenson, Comptroller and Chief Executive of
the New Zealand Customs Service. It was concluded under the India-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement, which was signed on 27 April 2026 and entered into force on 20 October
2026, the day after the memorandum was signed. The arrangement provides for the advance electronic exchange of origin data between the two customs administrations for goods
traded bilaterally. In practice this means that information from certificates of origin travels customs-to-customs electronically before or at the time of import, rather than being presented
only on paper by the importer, so that eligible traders can claim preferential tariff treatment under the free trade agreement more quickly and with fewer documentary disputes. The two
governments described the expected gains as stronger customs cooperation, better trade facilitation, more efficient, secure and predictable bilateral trade, narrower information gaps
between the two administrations and greater certainty for traders, and placed the memorandum within the international trend towards digitalisation and the exchange of customs
information. No implementation timeline for the data exchange itself was announced.

BhHuwneilsir s wenmws aufleeT WHMID &This eunfluiwid, B,deombg) shiss Gseneaub, Gmbmnieunis sTeysener WeTarsm) (wenpule Lfloné asTeTeUsSHETET Q&HSIEmIPUL|
@UUBSSems 2026 26GLMLT 19 16T ensaw(RdSlLer; usHflenss sseue sigiaiasd slms 2026 asGLILT 21 sisTn selsss); msawss 8bsl uSilsar CsHée BTG
BILG6T (Peir| eXlpeuste, 2_etoremiowiner Gadlaer BhGs UL ILESsdTner. Bbs QLbSSSE, WEHEW wenns aufleer wHmIbd &hie aunflug seneaul elGaus F&iITGaud,

B Seonhg) &mhiss Gsemeuulenr &L BUUTLLTETT HMID SHemevemio Hieuns Sflsiviq 6t eiceUeTFEID HSHOUIRSEL6oTT. 2026 erliTeh 27 S160TN)| WSHEWIRSSTE, RULIHSID HEHEUIQSHSTE0T
2i(BSs mreneor 2026 S&ELILT 20 Si6dTM) SOYIGS 6UbS SHSIIT-BlL, e HevLILDD eusttlls QUILIbSSS6T S 88! (sl L s Smaniie eustlsb asiL@BD OUTHTSHEDHE,
B® 516 HiianshseErsd SenlGuw Gambnieuniig sre|sener (eiran G Wlererem wenmuled Lfionmé astaeusnHE @hs anun® auflelens asLEngI. HenL(penmule,
Gamhmieumils snemispseTlaieTer H&ea1c086T @néGI e snHssdle L Gn FwiilssiILGasnE uHons, Sn&HELEéE (e Sievag AICUNTEs shisd Hennuledmhal smhiss
HEOD&ES LoleiTeoTe) (Wemmudeh OFeIID; BFeuTTed HGSIeTen euettllsiamer HemLIHD euettlle QULBSSH6T Sp AL auflé FRIDSEMIL EEDTEUTSHED, SYEUETTT FISFENEHET &DDEUTHED
GaMy (PIQUJID. CUIEUNET &his @S&Iempli], Gl L aletdlls ereflenolILBEse0, CoQID SMEnLOWINeDT, LNSISMILITGT, &60llss55868 SmaNi] eueien, & HieunshiseEnse

BenL Guiner sa6u6 BenLaaef Gennse), auettllEisEnsEe Hs 2 nIFIINE PpAeuDenn erSiumissiLBD LeTsems &b Hnssesd eleufdser; shisd saHeue Lfllonhoibd
WHNID SeésWIONSEESe CHSHEI LT B GUTsHT QB LUGSHWNS Sbs QLLHSSMmS lemel eneusser. sraill LflonhnSSHETET SIoeTEEs SHTe) SieTe) ergieD
aflelsaliLLelsiemen.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Signed between the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs of India and the New Zealand Customs Service on 19 October 2026; announced by the Press Information Bureau on 21
October 2026.

« Signatories: Vivek Chaturvedi, Chairman of the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs, and Christine Stevenson, Comptroller and Chief Executive of the New Zealand Customs
Service.

« Concluded under the India-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement, signed on 27 April 2026 and in force from 20 October 2026.
« It provides for the advance electronic exchange of origin data, customs administration to customs administration, for goods traded bilaterally.
* Purpose: to let eligible traders claim preferential tariff treatment under the free trade agreement more efficiently, with fewer documentary disputes.
« Stated gains: stronger customs cooperation, better trade facilitation, narrower information gaps and greater certainty for traders; no implementation timeline was announced.
* @pFluneledr WSS edMWS euflEeT HMID &ihs euNlLSSISGD B, denbs) &ihiss Csanaused GemL G 2026 Si6GLILT 19 160Tn| w&HEWIIRSST6S); USETenss Haa1e Siglaiasd 2026
216GLIUT 21 sty SnflelSss!.
* MSHEIRSHF L OUTHET: oSS enm(ps eufleeT wHmId &rhis eunflug Seneveut elGeus sgITGauS; Hiy,deonbs) &ihiss GFemeuulen &L BUUTLLTENT HMID SHemevento [Hfeund mleiiq.eor
6I0Le 6U6DTFE0T.
* 2026 grimed 27 iem) emseu(RdSNe 2026 SibGLILIT 20 (&6 S1wedler 2_eTer @bHwi-BHiydenba) senLubmn euetlle QUUBSSS T S (pbSILLLE).
* @manlie eustollsib OFLWLLGLD OUNHETSERSS, &his HifeunssSlelmhs) ks Hianssssd Cammeumils sresene (peiran L 1qGw WeTersm) (wennuled ufionmieusnH& &8 aufleians
QELADS).
* GEM&sID: H&SH6Te euettllsiser HenLWDD euettlls QLILBSSSH 6T S Anly euflé sQlemaamIL GLEID SNENIOUITES, SEUETT FTIFMESHET GEDDEUTEHS CHMT CUUGSDHE.
* ofleflGaLILLL LWIEITE6T: eue)eunenT &ihis Q&aiemLpLi, GibLlL euetfls eeflemliLB 86, Gennbhs Saeus el aeuel, eusnllsiseErse fls 2 NHIITE; J0TESS SHTe 66y
amle&aluLeflsbemev.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs Works under the Department of Revenue in the Ministry of Finance; it was renamed from the Central Board of Excise and Customs
WSS DS euflseT LHMID & e eumfiuid in 2018 after the rollout of the Goods and Services Tax
B8 siemiésssSlen aumeunis sennpuler S SuikiGHAE); &T6@ wHOID Gseney aufl SWIGEES aubs LINE 2018-86b WSHIW Sevred
oHOID &This eunflwibd ereorm eLWIledlmBHE! LMHMLUILILL S

New Zealand Its capital is Wellington, its largest city is Auckland and its currency is the New Zealand Dollar
B, deonba) BHEWVHBID QeSIhIL60T; IASIAUIL HETD 9h&HeVNbs); Hrevond Hiu,eomba) Lo

India-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement Signed on 27 April 2026 and entered into force on 20 October 2026; dairy and certain sensitive agricultural staples were kept outside
ShFwn-Bi,Heontbg SenLILDHD 6uefls QULBHSID its scope

2026 grtimed 27 Sied1m)| enEUI(RSSTETEI; 2026 S1&GLMLT 20 Si6iTN) HOIGE eUbSEI; LT OLINBeT&eT HMID o) &_ecuonTSmedr eumiibhs
Beuemmesor SHqLILIEMLL OLITIHETEET HET 6TEV6MEVEE EleUeTGIL mEuUSSLILILL 60T
Rules of Origin The criteria that determine a good's country of origin, which decides whether it is eligible for preferential tariff treatment under a free
Gambmyeurs eflee trade agreement
@ eunefler Gambmieumi B enL Hifeuilssid sereyGaneasr; senLunhm euenfls QlbsSHer £ Apiy auflé sQlmese 1s|
BHSHWEOLWST eTedTLmS Qeweu SiiLomeu§beleoTment
World Customs Organization Headquartered at Brussels and established in 1952 as the Customs Co-operation Council; it maintains the Harmonized System of
2 Q8 &hs SOl commodity classification
BHWEIISID LTevenevs; 1952-@6h &irhis QogIemIolL| Sajeitdled eTedtm aLifled HmiQUILLL &I, F1&HE euenHLILITL (BéETeT
BensanssiulL (peomenwill uTmoflsans)
Union Minister of Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal
S eu6toflEHID HMID ASTELFIEDD SNEDIDEFT i6iq Gamied
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| 08 IP:D)

Index of Core Industries grows 7.9 per cent in September 2026, its fastest in twelve months, as iron ore surges 18.4 per cent
I Bmbys sl 18.4 sg6fisd 2 wiihssne, 2026 eI bLfled cpavd enasesdls Grui® 7.9 ea6lisib eueniés setorg — LeTeliTeoor® Lnshisefled Sigeor Geusloner eueriés

The provisional Index of Core Industries for September 2026, released on 21 October 2026, stood at 118.3 and recorded a year-on-year growth of 7.9 per cent, up from 5.9 per cent in
August 2026 and the fastest pace in twelve months. The index is now compiled on a base year of 2022-23 and covers nine sectors, not the eight of the older series: iron ore was
added when the base year was revised, so the familiar name ‘'Index of Eight Core Industries' belongs to the series as it stood before the revision. In September 2026 iron ore grew
fastest at 18.4 per cent, followed by electricity at 11.4 per cent, coal at 10.7 per cent, refinery products at 10.3 per cent, cement at 9.8 per cent and steel at 4.9 per cent, while three
sectors contracted — crude oil by 1.4 per cent, natural gas by 4.6 per cent and fertilizers by 11.7 per cent. Coal was the sharpest turnaround, moving from a contraction of 3.8 per cent
in August to growth of 10.7 per cent in September. Cumulative growth for April to September 2026 was 5.1 per cent, against 2.5 per cent in the same six months of the previous year,
with iron ore up 21.2 per cent, electricity up 10.2 per cent and cement up 10.1 per cent over the half year. The final index for August 2026 was revised upward to 120.4 from the
provisional 119.2, and August's growth rate was revised from 4.8 per cent to 5.9 per cent. Within the index, electricity carries the largest weight at 30.932, followed by refinery products
at 22.572 and steel at 17.584, while fertilizers carries the smallest at 2.731.
2026 216GLmui 21 siermy eeuefluiLtiulL 2026 QElLbLBSSTET SH&Meds s masasmsle @GBuS® 118.3 een sietele) Smbhsl, SetTBsHS etoi® 7.9 56 euenisdlenwil ufley
aalsgI; 2026 gyaevige &8 5.9 sselisons Smbos!; B8 LsTaflTeo® wrshisefls Geusonear eueniéd. Qbhsé GHuiE SLiGung 2022-23 66Tm SqLILEDL 60016 OSTGSSILBEDE;
uemipwl OSTLl60T 6T B Slenn&Eh&HEL LFleons QeTLg) slenn&sner 85| 2 eTaT &&Hng): SiqlilenL. $6tor(B HbSSULLCUTE mbUs Hng CaTsalLlLE); aer@eal 'oTl® cpes
HSOHTH6D GOUIB' 660D Lipdsioner L, SEsHs5HNE Whensw asTLbEGs 2 fluig. 2026 astiLbufle Qmbys &g 18.4 s86is5EIL6T Gauslons eUeTIhoHs)!; SenHH OSMLIHE
Wetrenid 11.4 g5efisid, Hlevssil 10.7 ssefisb, addlafiiyl aunmerssr 10.3 e56isib, feweton’ 9.8 65651, 6T:«@ 4.9 §56i51D; c6ITN| HIEPMEET GHRIHOT — SF&T eresuresvonis 1.4
&6iis1D, Quihens erfleuny 4.6 sa6fis, 2 _nhiser 11.7 56iisD. HlossfIGW sé &niienowimer SmUuD: apseviqe 3.8 656iis8 ahéssdedmha esibufle 10.7 ss6is euenisdse
BaIbsE. 2026 alired Wwsed esl bl euenTuienenr GUBENSS euemisd 5.1 s56fi81D; (e Syetorqeir 2i6Gs M) wshisefls Q& 2.5 sa6isons Bmbsg!; SewT hevunqed SbDLS
gl 21.2 es6figib, Wetenmib 10.2 gs6fisib, fewesor 10.1 sp6fisib 2 wiibseor. 2026 gysev@obaner @niHléeé GBuie snaneds 119.2-@edwmba 120.4-246 GoeGHTésHs SlBSHSILLLSI;
p&evleT eueiEd efldsiD 4.8 ea6issHedlmbal 5.9 ea6isnss SdmaHsiuLLE. GHUILe Wlersmb 30.932 a6 WlaleLfil erenLenuid OsTesuTBeens); Senss SMLIbE &sHlsHIiL
eun@peTaEeT 22.572, 1@ 17.584; 2_mrhuge 2.731 e16d1y 10&sE Al eTemLemis Q\SMeoTBeTeng].

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Index of Core Industries for September 2026 (provisional): index 118.3, growth 7.9 per cent year-on-year, up from 5.9 per cent in August 2026 — a twelve-month high.
« The revised series uses a base year of 2022-23 and covers NINE sectors; iron ore was added to the earlier eight.
« September 2026 sector growth: iron ore 18.4 per cent, electricity 11.4, coal 10.7, refinery products 10.3, cement 9.8, steel 4.9; crude oil minus 1.4, natural gas minus 4.6, fertilizers minus
11.7.
« April to September 2026 cumulative growth: 5.1 per cent, against 2.5 per cent in the same period of the previous year.
« August 2026 final index revised up to 120.4 from the provisional 119.2, with growth revised from 4.8 per cent to 5.9 per cent.
« Sector weights: electricity 30.932 is the largest and fertilizers 2.731 the smallest; refinery products 22.572 and steel 17.584 follow electricity.
* 2026 QELILDLIGSSTE cped enaSHasdled GHIE (snhanedsn): GHuIE 118.3; 24urBéHe 2petor® euenisdl 7.9 eseisib; 2026 gpseviqed 5.9 ss6isib — LeiteliTetor® Long 2_&&ib.
* HlmssiulL asmLT 2022-23 siqliLenL ShetorenL i LILETUBSSIEME]; Q6OTLS] SHEDMEHENET 2_6T6TLSSHME); (PHewSW 6B HlenmEEHL 6T @LS S1g CeTSSILLLEI.
* 2026 @gliLbLT glewn eueisd: @aboLs sng 18.4 esefisib, Werenmb 11.4, Hlevsaifl 10.7, asdlafiiy eungperaser 10.3, fewetor 9.8, er«@ 4.9; & eetoralenni slésem 1.4, Suihens
erfleuny 016560 4.6, &_nrseT sfldsen 11.7.
* 2026 erimed (&L OFILDLIT euemuieoneot QLB6OWNSS eueTiéd: 5.1 g56i51D; (PhensIL Spetone S smeusdled 2.5 so6isLD.
* 2026 gymevl. BniFld GG sHanedls 119.2-@0\mha 120.4-946 2 wiisHs SpssiulLg); euemisd 4.8 ss6iss5e0mhal 5.9 sa6isones Hmosi LS.
* glemM eremL el Wleoremmd 30.932 fsliauflwig), o grhiser 2.731 10eé Arlwis); Wled 5 5 QBNLIHE &&Hefliyl aunmeser 22.572, 6@ 17.584.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Index of Core Industries Compiled and published by the Office of the Economic Adviser in the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade,
Awad BSOS GHUSE Ministry of Commerce and Industry
auetoll&id WHMID ESMPlLFIEDD SiemInFssHSH6T OBMHled HMID 2 6THT. B cuettlls cas@eailis senmulgieTer QUTHETSMT 2GS
8l SHeIeL 5a50ULE aeuefuliLEADs
The nine core industries Coal, crude oil, natural gas, refinery products, fertilizers, steel, cement, electricity and iron ore — the last of these being newly added
QETLE APES EESABMLESET under the 2022-23 base year

Hevésifl, &&&m eretoraisvoni, SuiHens erfleum, &SS&HNILN OLITIBETSET, 2_ThiET, 6@, FeLetor, Wleremib, &L ST& —
Bnflunas GBIl Lg 2022-23 siqliuenL Syetonqe Sp UHsnas CeiébsliulLg

Base year revision The base year moved from 2011-12 to 2022-23 and the revised series was released in July 2026, aligning the index with the gross
SIGILEDL. H6TTB SBESD domestic product, wholesale price index and index of industrial production series
siqliuenL Shetor®® 2011-12-@efmbgl 2022-23-948 wmilwig); HpSsIulL egmr 2026 gosmevulsh aeuaflul Ll L g); Corss 2 eTHT (B
2 _Husdl, ewnss el 5 &OUS®, 5E5MPle 2 DuSHH GHUILES OsTLTsEbL60T GHU oL 88 Senerisins)
Weight in the index of industrial production The core industries together carry a weight of 32.88 per cent under the 2022-23 base, down from 40.27 per cent under the 2011-12
&SSP 2 HuSHHS SHUSL I1q6) eTemL base

2022-23 sugliemLullsdr S cpeud emadesnpleser Gefba 32.88 ss6is erenLenwd aatesor®ererer; 2011-12 suglenLuler & Q&
40.27 ssefigions Qmbss!

Index of industrial production Compiled by the National Statistical Office under the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation
&SP 2 PusHsS SPUSE yermerluiwieb Lommub L 5 semsdleon &geer Gadlu LeTaflulich sigiaIsS5Te O5TEHEILGSADS!
Union Minister of Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal
WSS 6uetoflEID LHMID ASTLELFIEND JNEDDFST li,6iq Gamuied
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TAMIL NADU SPECIAL
| 580516 fmiy

Xl mepium

amil Nadu raises the monthly contingency fund of police stations to as much as 50,000 rupees, at an added cost of about 71 crore rupees a year, to
curb corrupt practices
2e11060) [HEML(LPEDMSEWENS SHLBLLBSEID CHréde, sneals Hlemewihisefler s sHeFLe Hdlenuwt 50,000 epuMil auenT SODPHTE 2 WFSSIIS); ShetorBES siond 71 Gsmg.
CBLIML &0 (BSH6L 615606

A Government Order of the Home Department dated 21 October 2026 sharply raised the monthly contingency fund available to police stations across Tamil Nadu. Stations are graded
by the volume of crimes they register. For light stations the monthly allowance rises from 3,750 rupees to 30,000 rupees, an eight-fold increase, and this tier includes all the all-women
police stations and the traffic police stations; there are 1,169 such stations. For medium stations, of which there are 353, the allowance rises from 6,000 rupees to 40,000 rupees. For
heavy stations, of which there are 395 and which include the Metro-1 and Metro-2 stations, the allowance rises from 8,250 rupees to 50,000 rupees. In all 1,917 police stations are
covered. The additional annual outgo has been reported as 71.01 crore rupees and as 71.02 crore rupees; the figure is about 71 crore rupees. The government's stated purpose is to
prevent and eradicate corrupt practices at station level, on the reasoning that stations starved of operating money are driven to raise it informally. The order was announced by Chief
Minister C. Joseph Vijay in the Legislative Assembly during the demand for grants for the police department for 2026-27. Special units of the force — among them the Crime Branch
Criminal Investigation Department, the Economic Offences Wing, the Anti-Terrorism Squad, the Q Branch, the cyber crime police stations, the Coastal Security Group, the Idol Wing,
the Organised Crime Intelligence Unit and the Special Division — receive no contingency funds at present, and the Director General of Police has been asked to submit a separate
proposal for 30,000 rupees a month for each of them; that amount is proposed and not yet sanctioned.
2026 21&6Lmui 21 CaAUILL 2_sigiennulle iTeneneoor, SOIPHTE (W(QEUSID ST6le HleneIhisEHHES HenLoGLID NSMHET SHEEWIE HFenis sniemowns o WisSg. udey
eaLWILED GHohisefler semeller sigliLenLuled Hlenewiissr SILILBGSSILBHOTDeT. Sevd HenewhiseEnse LISMHHT @&GEEE 3,750 epumuisdmba 30,000 epumune — o6
LRIG — 2 wifdns); Sbsl Uiflels semerss) waefli s Henaiimisend GUTSEGaITSsis STeaus HlenalIhisEbh SILhED; BsHemnail Hevewrhiser 1,169. HESST
HemeowriaeEnse — 353 2_eener — @&&E® 6,000 epumuisdimpba 40,000 ebuMLTE 2 WITSDE). S6TIs [HleneulnisEbse — 395 2_erener; el Gum-1, 6l Grn-2 Hevewiiiser SHled
LG — @&16EG 8,250 epumuieficba 50,000 epumLne 2 wiféng). awnssb 1,917 sreueh HleneolLihiaser 2_eTersaLiLL Beereor. snB56 petorBs ageey 71.01 Gaog. epuMi eTedTmID
71.02 Gamg. epumil eredtmid esflefldaslu’ BeTang); HboHH eFmens &iomi 71 Gamg. epumil. Henell Sieeiled Ssripeh HenL(Penn&Hmes SBHE RUIILECSH SiT8: snmi CHT&S®ID; OFweLT . (BLI
Lievord e06uMLoed HEIGGLD [FlemeVILIThIS6T Siem (Wenmamm eudluled Sl s smesor LLBETmeoT 6160Tm SBMTevordSledr SiqlienLuied Bgl. 2026-27-H&T60T STEU6D &IEDMEHSBTET LOMEvTILIE
Gamflsensulssr Gung), &L 11 Cureneauish (poevenodsr &. Gunell elgil Shs yensoreni snlelssni. uenLuler Anti fleser — GHmli Wifle) GHOL Levemileys senn,
eunmeTaMS GSnHml Wfley, Lwrhisreuns erditiyl usnL, S, Wifley, Benetoniué GHDE STele HlenewrhigeT, HLEGmI LTHISMILS &, Hewad sLss6 sBLUUL ifley, Qrhiseniobhs
&OoL Yeveormieys iifley, Ayt 9ifley 2_eL — sHEUNE sHaSWE HF) ergiaybd aUNIaISEmE; Siener QeIaaTeTNISSLD Ngb 30,000 tpuMiESTeT Seufll LflbgenTenus
sIUISGLOLL STegenn Seneeno SuISSHT CalBéasTeteTiLBeTemmT; sbss esnens uflbgenTésiul Bereng), SeTenid SigniossiLaleene.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Light stations: monthly contingency fund rises from 3,750 to 30,000 rupees — an eight-fold increase; 1,169 stations, including all-women and traffic police stations.
* Medium stations: from 6,000 to 40,000 rupees a month; 353 stations.
« Heavy stations: from 8,250 to 50,000 rupees a month; 395 stations, including Metro-1 and Metro-2.
« Total stations covered: 1,917. Additional annual outgo about 71 crore rupees, reported as 71.01 crore and 71.02 crore.
« Stated purpose: to prevent and eradicate corrupt practices at police station level; announced by Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay in the Legislative Assembly during the demand for grants for
the police department for 2026-27.
« Special units such as the Crime Branch Criminal Investigation Department, the Economic Offences Wing, the Anti-Terrorism Squad and the Coastal Security Group get no contingency fund
at present; 30,000 rupees a month each has been proposed, not sanctioned.
* @@ HlemeiLhige: ISMHAT Hheswe Bl 3,750-e0mbg 30,000 epumung — er’(B LG £_wiie]; 1,169 flenewriiser; waafli wHmid CUTSGaITSEIS SNeue) Flenalhiser & 6L
* BBSST Hlemevirase: s 6,000-eSmha) 40,000 epumwuns; 353 Hlemeowirhiger.
* H60TTS [Hlemeuwlrasel: g 8,250-@6dwmhg 50,000 epumung; 395 Hlemewhiger; 6wl Grm-1, el Grm-2 2 6L
* 2 eTeTL&aLILLL 6WnSs BHlenewihser: 1,917. snBs6) Qyetor®d asevey omy 71 Gsmg epumis; 71.01 Gsmg ereormud 71.02 Gang eredtmid esfleféasiuLg).
* sifledéaliu’ L Grnésid: sreus Hlemel Siemefled 2aripeh HEDL(PEDDEENETS SBSHEI QLISH6; 2026-27-&&mer sTeued glewn nesfluéd Camflsenauler Gug s L CuTenaule) Waeemwés .
Gerall efigil omlelssT.
* &Dmi Wifley GHOL Yeveormileys giemm, LnGemsnrs Gnml Wifley, uwrkisreuns erHIiyl usmL, sLGangll urgisminé & Gunetm dAviyl ifleyser HHEUNE shHasWe HF aunaiFlesne;
QeiaauTeTNIBSID g 30,000 epumis ufibgieprsaiu’ BeTens), HgnioHesiiLLelerene.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Tamil Nadu Police Formed on 6 September 1859 as the Madras Police under the Madras District Police Act, Act XXIV of 1859, and renamed Tamil
SIODBHTE SHTeued Sevn Nadu Police in 1969; its headquarters is on Kamarajar Salai, Mylapore, Chennai
1859-gy1b S4et01(B 24-6u8) FLLIONEDT CIFEITEMEDT LOTEULLS HTeued &L SHleor £lp 1859 QELILIDLT 6 SN OEETENEIT HTEUE) SHIEDDILING
2_meunssiul @, 1969-86 spHNE SHneush e 66Tl QLT MHDLILILL §; HEDEEDIOILISHID OF6iTeneoT LUTEMILLT STOTNET FTene)

Head of the force The Director General of Police, who is designated Head of Police Force
LenLuiledr SemeveuT HTEUESIEDD SENEVENLD BUISGHT; SHTeusd LenL U6 Hemeveu ereor euensLILBSSILL L euT
Structure of Tamil Nadu Police Nine police commissionerates, thirty-nine police districts including two railway police districts, eleven ranges and four zones
SOPHIE Sreued Glewnuleir Siemioli] SEUTLIS| HTEUED HEDETUNLITSRISET, BTetor® SuishBeu SHmeued MUl L hiGeT 2_6TUL (PUILSESTETLS] &6l Lomeul L rhiseT, L6
QULLMITRIGEN, [BT6ITE LOETUTL 6UMRIBET
All-women police stations Tamil Nadu was the first state in India to set one up, at Chennai in 1973, and had 202 of them as of 2022
waeflf smeued Hleneowihigmer BpHwneded (a6 aefll sreue Henawidemns 1973-Q6d 5 96b o 5 b SOIDPHIGH; 2022-@6b 202 Hlemevwirhiger
b
Police as a subject Police is Entry 2 and public order is Entry 1 of the State List, List Il of the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution
SITE) FHIEWMD G OLMIBETES 2IfleenolIfedT erpreus) S Leuenevoruiledr mbleols Ll wieomedr L iquied |I-@eb sreued giewm 2 el 2, aung) siemiod) o el 1
Demand for grants Articles 203 and 204 of the Constitution govern the demand for grants and appropriation from a state's Consolidated Fund
wresflwé Ganflésens wresflué Ganfléens wHMID wHedHer Qbhdameabs HHuledmhe SHIGSE epdweunhenn sirfevenoliisr Wfleyser 203 HMID
204 @ur@U®SgieeTment
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EXN easy

Chief Minister launches a statewide rainwater harvesting campaign in Chennai, unveiling the Thuli logo and a Government Order making harvesting a

year-round duty
aFeoTemenTuiled Lonhlevld spedit wemipBT Cealil NTEFFMTSems (PHEEMIES ASMLhleTT; ‘Sierfl fleiTersensiuD, wenpbi CaslienL S4etur[d (PIQEUSID SLEDUITSELD
SITEFTENEOOTEMWILD SeueluiLmy

On 21 October 2026, with the northeast monsoon already breaking over the state, Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay launched a statewide rainwater harvesting awareness campaign in
Chennai. At the headquarters of the Tamil Nadu Water Supply and Drainage Board on Kamarajar Salai, also known as Marina Beach Road, at Chepauk, he inspected and opened a
model house fitted out to demonstrate rainwater harvesting arrangements, and he released the campaign logo, which is named Thuli, the Tamil word for a droplet. A short film in which
a raindrop speaks to people about storing rainwater and raising the groundwater level was released and shown on a large screen at the Marina. Ministers Aadhav, Rajmohan, Mariya
Wilson and Kumar were present at the release. Alongside the campaign a Government Order of the Municipal Administration and Water Supply Department, signed by Additional Chief
Secretary Gagandeep Singh Bedi, was brought into immediate force. It makes the department the nodal agency, working with district administrations, and directs that rainwater
harvesting be treated as a year-round obligation rather than a monsoon-season afterthought. The order covers the restoration of existing harvesting systems and the inspection of
facilities in government offices, schools, hospitals and other buildings, with the inspections to examine rooftop collection systems, water channels, filter chambers, groundwater
recharge pits and wells. According to the account carried by ETV Bharat, which other outlets have not corroborated, the order further requires the retrofitting of buildings that lack
harvesting structures, sets up a state-level review committee under the Chief Secretary and district committees under the Collectors, and provides awards for the best-performing
districts, local bodies and institutions. The campaign is to be funded from existing departmental allocations, without a new budget line.
2026 216GLnuT 21 sishin), eULSp&ELl Lauoenly ahasar@e whlsdle asrudeil L Blenaule, (waeenési 8. Ggnall eflgil aFsteneuied wbleub seiiw wenpli Gsali
eflflieonieyl NréenTdHenss OB GalunéassHdlen, IlerT sLHSBENIE FTeme 6eTMID HMWHSILMBLD Sonms] sreanaulsd 2 eter SBOIPHIG Gubl eugste eumflug
BHOEDLWBSHSE, wenpBi Casfliy anun@aener eferésls GG euenauls sienodsliulL il eflenL seuf unTenauiGs Hobani; slfle dngeflenwd GBléGD 'gefl eretn
euwfi i’ L réenné dedterdensib aeuefluil L. wenpBenrs Gailliug ubmb Hlessle B UL Sens 2 wiTSgieus UHBILD 6 wenlpssie wéseflib Gustd GmbLLLD
eeueflui_tiu’ @, euwifleommefled efl Hlengued sl Ll Lg). Qeuefluiliqe) Siem&eTaoer Sygel, TnhGLonser, il ee0ser, G SyEGWINT SEbHSIOSTEITL 6T . ITEEMTSSIL 60T, snBDHE0
BHEDEEMIDE EFIEVTET]T BBEOTSLI Skl BLIG. DSALIRSSI L BaTILD Bifeunad whHmb &b euprhise) SennuleT SITFTEneT 2_LeTqLITs HOMISSES OBTEOTBeUTLILLL &) M5 SMbHS
HEDDEOWI OTEU L BT QUTSHISEBL 6T @ememibgl QLB (PHEITEMLD (PSHEDIOILING Sp&HSSDE!; emBi GeaifllienLll Laums HTesHer NTEeTTSHE HleneTeuTs SieDEVoe),
260016 (P(QEUSID OB ([BID HLEDIDWITES &([HS GeuetorBID 67601 HMQYNISSIADEI. eIDeseTCeu 2_6ien Ga&iflliL| SienLOLILBEDETE ETEDIDLILENSILID, HT&: SIQICIVSHISET, LieTeTaeT,
LOBSSIEUDEDETEET, LD BLLLThis6T6) 2_6iTer eusdHlaener Spiiie) aFieuensbd Sbs emet 2 6ot sGHs); snenr B Geaiflliy sienoliser, Bié neeumiaser, el sl HeDDSET,
Bevdslq B oot & GWlser, Hevormiser Spdieuhenn yieyser LIBenHées Geuetor®Bb. D OIS HneuaThiser 2 NHILBSSTS, r.9.60. TS esflelss sseuederig, GaaifliL
siemioliyseT Bevens sLLLkisefle sieuhenmll eTesllenemiLensib, Heneeniod QFwieneTT seneenioulsh whle Sierelemer apiieys G (RenaulD, Sy AuTaeT Henaeniouleh wreu’L s
G(RSHEMED SiEDIDLILEDSWD, HDUILITGES OFUIEILIBLD LMeUL L RISET, 266 &l Sienloliser, BINIeueThisEhse ell(BhaIsemnenD SenemT SMleniSaiEnsg. Sl B @aisE6 Sevevnos,
amneBeTEeU 2_6ier &6 Q&ISSB&TemEHGS LNTFFMID HLSSLILL 2 6Ters).

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay launched the statewide rainwater harvesting awareness campaign in Chennai on 21 October 2026.
* The campaign logo is named Thuli, the Tamil word for a droplet; a short film featuring a speaking raindrop was released with it.
« Venue: the headquarters of the Tamil Nadu Water Supply and Drainage Board on Kamarajar Salai, also known as Marina Beach Road, at Chepauk, where a model rainwater harvesting
house was opened.
« A Government Order of the Municipal Administration and Water Supply Department, signed by Additional Chief Secretary Gagandeep Singh Bedi, took immediate effect and makes the
department the nodal agency.
« The order treats rainwater harvesting as a year-round obligation and requires inspection of rooftop collection systems, water channels, filter chambers, recharge pits and wells in government
offices, schools, hospitals and other buildings.
* The campaign is to be met from existing departmental allocations, with no new budget line.
* Waeenings &. Ggrall efigil, 2026 S1&GLMLT 21 sieiim) OssiTeneurulied wmBleuid sgeiw wenwki Casifiiy effiiyemial résmmsamssd QoL il .
* Wnéenmé HedrensHledr LT ‘giafl' — SOl Anigieflenuis GMEGID O15me; sl 6T GuED emdgiafl SLIbaunib GnIbULWID eusflul L g).
* @Lib: GelnéssHl6), CLfleT SLNHSHMIEF FTena ereimID SEDPSSLILBLD SMoITa] Fenaule) 2_eTer SOPHIE GBI eugsTe auflils Senevenlowstd; Siki@ LIS wenBi Ceafliy 656
HDésIULLE).
* &0 (BBHED HENEVEDIDE EIFIIEONENTT H&HETSL St Bl MSEWIWRSHI L BETILD BifeuTsid HOID GBI euphise SeDDUleT HTETEDET 2_LETqLITES HORIGE UbSSI; HbSHH HIEDMEDII (PHETENLD
(PSEDIOIITE HHSEME).
* wenPBT GeafilienL SeTTH (P(LEUSID ABTL(BLD SHLEDIDITE JheD600T SBSISNE!; I8 JQIEUDSHIGET, LETeTEH6T, LBSHSIU0eDaTaH6T, ND sl LLhsefle ameor B Geafliy sienoliser, Bié
BTEVEUMLISET, EUIBHL LG SeDDE6T, BT 2eri't & GLl@6r, Hevormisenem Syiiiey O\FLILI Geuetor(BLD eTedTEDS).
s yFw B R56EE Qebeunos, anesear@eu 2 66 gemn QaIsEBsaMemHES T&enTD HLSHSLILBLD.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Tamil Nadu Water Supply and Drainage Board Set up as a non-statutory body in 1969 and given statutory status with effect from 14 April 1971 under the Act of 1970; it serves the
SOPHTE GSWBi eused eumflib whole state except the Chennai Metropolitan Area
1969-@6b #LLIOHD SieMOLILNE _[HeuTSaLILL®, 1970-24ib Sy60u1Bé sLLsSler Sip 1971 artimed 14 @paed UL T6u Sihdammb auba);
61560TemEnT ELBHSIL LGS 6 wHled WgeausH&b Gsemeu asLISANS

Chennai's water utility The Chennai Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board, popularly called Metrowater, constituted in 1978
egeiTemenTuledt Bii HimieueoTLd 61560TEmET ELIBHETS GBI Ui HNID seyET siehn eumflwib; aungieuns el CrmeuT L erer simwsaliu@dEns); 1978-86b
SIEMIDEHLILLL 8]
Rainwater harvesting in Tamil Nadu Tamil Nadu was the first Indian state to make rainwater harvesting compulsory statewide, by the Tamil Nadu Municipal Laws
SODEM 16 Weni Gsaifiiy Amendment Ordinance of 19 July 2003, preceded by a notification of October 2002 for Chennai

wrBleuid (p(geugId el Grafilienusd sl Lmuorsdi SbHunelsr wse wrbleb SolpHTEH; 2003 goemea 19 CaHull L s8IpHETH
BEIMLAE sl LhseT HhHS S6UsTE FLLID EAPEILD; JBMG (WeiT eFeiTemens@ 2002 2isGLILT simlediy

Water as a subject Water is Entry 17 of the State List, while inter-state rivers fall under Entry 56 of the Union List
B @@ eunens B wbleot L iquiedledr 2_etaf(® 17; wniblevrasEnédd @eml Guiimet ymisem et uliquiedsr 2_eraf® 56-@eir Sip eudledtment
Local bodies and water Article 243W with the Twelfth Schedule gives urban local bodies water supply, and Article 243G with the Eleventh Schedule gives
o_eitemid SiemLoliseT HIID B panchayats drinking water and watershed development
iifley 243W wommiib ListTeofITesorLmeug Si L BSIUILMD 2_6Tem & SiemiolIsEnsS B auphisme sieflsdns; Wifle) 243G wHmib
udl BTDTeUS) SiL-L e AlaEps&d GlabiT HnIb Bty eueniédenw siefléAne)
Related water schemes Kudimaramathu, launched in 2017 for the community restoration of traditional water bodies, and the Union government's Jal Shakti
QBMLIemLW BF s Sl Liiser Abhiyan of 2019

ummbuflu Birlevevsenené sepstl Ukisefli 6T fTenoéds 2017-6b OSMLRSILLL Gqonmoss); wHnib 2019-86b waHu s
OBMLRISIL 560 F&d Suwimedt
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
I asnfleflwed & OSMPleOHIL LD

MEDIUM

India hosts the seventh AgriVoltaics World Conference at Bharat Mandapam, the first time the conference is held in the Global South
I UNTS LoevorL LS S6d eripmeus) Gevemmesor-&s flil LOledT 2_60& oMb enL. @hSIT HLSSIEDSI; 2 0865 56T LGSuled b MHNE HenLeaunieus S&Geu (P56 (Penn

The seventh AgriVoltaics World Conference opened at Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi on 21 October 2026 and runs for three days to 23 October. It is the first time the conference
has been held in the Global South, and its theme is 'Powering the Global South'. Agrivoltaics, also written AgriPV, is the practice of generating solar power from panels mounted above
agricultural land while crops continue to be grown beneath them, so that the same land yields both food and energy; the Union Agriculture Minister summed up the idea as solar panels
above and thriving crops below, one land and two harvests. The conference is hosted by the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy with the support of Germany's Federal Ministry for
the Environment, Climate Action, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety, and was inaugurated jointly by Shivraj Singh Chouhan, Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare,
and Pralhad Joshi, Union Minister of New and Renewable Energy. Shripad Yesso Naik, Minister of State for New and Renewable Energy, the secretaries of both ministries and the
German Ambassador to India, Jasper Wieck, also took part, and the German Federal Minister sent a video message. The Press Information Bureau put attendance at over 1,200
delegates including more than 150 foreign participants, while independent media reports put it above 1,500 from more than forty countries, including about four hundred farmers.
Launched at the opening were the Ministry's AgriPV Policy Handbook, a Decision-Making Tool by the India Agrivoltaics Alliance, a Book of Abstracts by the International Water
Management Institute and a Global Agrivoltaics Climate-Zone Technical Framework. A major agrivoltaics programme was announced for the next phase of the Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Urja Suraksha evam Utthaan Mahabhiyan. India's non-fossil installed capacity was given as 308.03 gigawatts, more than fifty-five per cent of total capacity, and The Energy and
Resources Institute estimates that about 47.5 million hectares, roughly thirty per cent of India's cropland, is technically suitable for agrivoltaics, with six states — Maharashtra,
Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka and Uttar Pradesh — holding nearly half the potential.
apreug Geemmetor-@(fll 16T 2_e0& MHNE 2026 isGLILT 21 sistTn) Lgl $leved LTS 1evorL LiSSHeh OSMLhid, i&EGLILT 23 eued cpedTn) HL&6T henLaLNIENg. Sbs LHNE 2 065
65601 LGSHUTeL BenLeLNIES 56 WS (WemD; ‘205 QBT LUGESHE e’ TedTLGS SiH6T SHBLIOLNIBET. Geuammesor-@sfiu WletenihusH — AgriPV eretmib eT(psULBeuS —
Geveretor HesHH& Glosd SiemdaLlILLL S&Bs6eoBha @i Blarsnmsems 2 Huss asig, 265 CrrssHe seuhrler £ LUITomaTS ASTLIHE EUTTSH@LD HEOLIPHD; SHETTe)
QG [Fleuld 2 euoTemeEuD SHHMEMEVID HHADE); ‘GG @ flus ssBs6T, SGL AFfleEED LUTTaEeT; Qb Hed, b SMIeUHLSET 6160 LSS GeeTTetor enEFT SboHe HHSHMHF
&H&HS snmleomiy. yHW HNID USILNses568 aifleébs) lemissad, agiioafluler shmIFE:wWe, HTEena HLAq&Hans, SUuIHenaLl LTSS LoHNID AN LTSS &nl LT 8
BEMIDEESHSS 60T SpFTL 60T BHS LOMBIL 6L BLSHHDS); LSHHW G GoT6mLO LoMHMILD Ws6T HeSGHIemN Siem&sT Fleurnsy bl OFeTHMEDID, HEW LW HMID USIIsessHe
erflesd) siemw&al Nranens Coradub & Th&l ABTLIHE epeusseTr. S bHnIb UgIs6ss6s aflass] Qemeotr semwési uhuns awGer mHmus, Qb Jenwseshisefler
agweuneT &6, @bHmeybener a@ioalius SMeT grevul 6ids oSBT SHabsIeasTesTL 6T ; agiefliué sl LT 8 siemnsésl srasomefs e sigpiferm. 150-&@b GuobuiL
QeueflBM. Bl LkiGanuneriser 2 et 1,200-6@b CupulL NxSBldaer eer LSSHfenass HHEU0 AQIEUVSBD SHEHSHIOHTETTL 6T &6T6T eretorerilbenseniLd GBSSE!; HTHLSISESLD
Gubu'L Bn@sefed®mhal, somi prepmml efleusmuiser 2 et 1,500-&@b Goe) eTer &BWIEME 2orl_5H& QSIS BT GMSHET. OSML&ES elpneile) siemodsssHlen AgriPV agneTensd
aCWE, b Gevermesor-@ il 156 &nL L enlier (i aeuB&HED smell, Lsen @ Bif Gwernesurento HNEUETSEHET S([HosMhseT HIT6, 2608 Geueamesor-@ i W6 srevblene
LOETOTL 606 QSMHIEVEI LIS &L Lemioli] Spelutemey QeuerfluiL L eor. 19ngLo b Hemedr 2aiemn &Ienqm eeub 2_Ssmer wanmiwnefer 2G5s s LsSHDS Qb eufiw Geuermesor-& fli LoleT
SLLD snflefdsiu’Lg. SbSwneler LensLigeid Siebens Hneuiu’L Fner 308.03 dsmeun’. — 6wnss Hpeofled LbLSensHE 56855 DG o6 — 6T6o1d BHleNdbamILLL g
SpHlwnedeir LUl BlevdHled stomi woliLg sseigioner 47.5 Wlevedliiedr aan&EGLI Gesrmesur-& i eTEIDLSSSES OSTHLEI L SieTedled ILITBSSIONEITS)] 6T60T SHHMED LOHMID CU6T
Bimieueotid wHINBADEI; &SMITeqTD, TTResTe, SybAMl NTGHED, wHHWL NTCHSED, STHILED, 2 S5 1ITCssD Spél gpm) whleormiser @bs eumiife) S LS L uTdHenuid
B MTE0T(HETET60T.

Q.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« The seventh AgriVoltaics World Conference was held at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi, from 21 to 23 October 2026 — the first time in the Global South. Theme: 'Powering the Global South'.
« Agrivoltaics, or AgriPV, means generating solar power from panels above farmland while crops grow beneath — one land, two harvests.
« Hosted by the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy with Germany's Federal Ministry for the Environment, Climate Action, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety; inaugurated jointly by
Shivraj Singh Chouhan and Pralhad Joshi.
« Attendance: the Press Information Bureau gave over 1,200 delegates including more than 150 foreign participants, while media reports put it above 1,500 from more than forty countries.
« Launched at the opening: the AgriPV Policy Handbook, the India Agrivoltaics Alliance Decision-Making Tool, the International Water Management Institute's Book of Abstracts and a Global
Agrivoltaics Climate-Zone Technical Framework.
« India's non-fossil installed capacity was given as 308.03 gigawatts, over fifty-five per cent of total capacity; The Energy and Resources Institute estimates 47.5 million hectares, about thirty
per cent of cropland, as technically suitable.
* grpneug) Geuermmesor-@ Ml Lledr 2 _6v& BB 2026 SisGLILT 21 (1psed 23 euenr Lg) Sleved LTS etor LS Eled HewLaLDDE — 20865 6560 LGSHule) B1Ba (PS5 (Pewm. SIBLIOLITIBET:
'2_60858 QBT LUGHHES QpHMED'.
* Geuemmesor- & fl ledTEnIDLISS Sicbevg AgriPV ereitug), Geuenesor BlevsSlnE Guosh 2_eiem s&B&6MeBHE @l BlTaMmsens 2 husH &g, seubrler S LulTsenar eueTTiILS — 606
Blevid, B[H AMICUEHL &6T.
* ySw womib UgIés5s68 aiflessl sienndssid, agieflule sHnIEFELLe, STablena BHLealqsHans, SuIHensLl LTSS HMID ST LTSS 8ol LT 8 AHDIEFFSHSSIL 60T Benevonbs)
BLSSIEME!; feunnel i OFengHeT HMID NTamens Cgradl Senernbs SNk eDEUSHSHEUTT.
* seubgIesTesTLeuf 6. 150-&@ib GunulL eeueflbm Gl ukiGanumeniser 2 el 1,200-&6b Goe eTer LSHfenss Hseaue AQIEUSD; BIHLSISESD GuonulL BrBseafedmhs 1,500-6@0
BLo6b 6TeDT 2emL_HE CIFLIHSH6TT.
* asML&s eflprefley aeuafluiGasr: APV asreaenss ensGu®, Qb Geueesor-@fli Bl6dr &L enlider i aaBssib smel, Leer @ B Goemesorenio BHneueTsSHer smHobaehisen HIT6,
2_ & Gevemmesor-@fl LBl &Te0Eleney LETITL60S OBMBCLHIL LIS &L L emLOLIL.
* @bFlwinelledr LemaLigeud Sieveons HimeutiuL Hpesr 308.03 dsmeun’ — 6wnss Hpeofled wbLSHMSHEI FB6i5SS NG Goed; LUTT BlevdHled aomT wlLg sseigione 47.5 Wlevedliedr amsGELT
QFMPlEHILL SieTefled OLITIHSSIONEITE) 6T60T SHMHMED HMID eueT [imieuetd SNBSS
STATIC GK CONNECT

Union Ministers concerned Pralhad Joshi holds New and Renewable Energy, Shripad Yesso Naik is Minister of State there, and Shivraj Singh Chouhan holds
ASMLILEDLIL 0SS HEDLOEET 6T Agriculture and Farmers Welfare
irameons Ggrad yHlw wHNID UGIlsessés eaiflebds sem; uhuns auGeT BLS SH6T Seneoor HenEs; feunnsy fi AFenaTeT
Geuermetoremio HMID eeusmulseT HESEIEHn

PM-KUSUM The Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja Suraksha evam Utthaan Mahabhiyan, launched in 2019 by the Ministry of New and Renewable
19 6TIb-& D Energy for solar pumps and decentralised solar power for farmers
iTsio hSfl demer soien sIemT gaud 2 gFner ammiwmneT, efleusmuisebésasner @il Shhmed LIDLSET HMID LTeIeTSSUILLL. @I
WlebTenTSEmans YHw Hmib LUgIssss68 eflesd s5555M60 2019-86) OSMLMRISILLL )
PM Surya Ghar PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana, launched in February 2024 with a target of one crore households for rooftop solar power
.6, GTW &I l.6TiD. @ Tl &I (W61 19268 Guingent; snewy Gl WletTenrsShans @m Gamg G@buissT et aé@Ler 2024 NiTeufluied
OBMLRISLILIL LS
India's non-fossil target 500 gigawatts of non-fossil installed capacity by 2030, under India's nationally determined contribution and the Panchamrit
ShHuneiledt LensLIgaUD Sieievns SesE commitments; current non-fossil capacity is 308.03 gigawatts

BhHwneieir Gadlw sietefleh Bifeoouldbainn L Lkseflliy HDID LEEMAITs o nifewnflsefler S, 2030-&@e 500 Hsmeunt LensLigeud
Siebeuns HmeuliL’ L Hmedr; SHELTENHIL LengLIgeuD Sievens Fmer 308.03 dameur
Bharat Mandapam Located in the India Trade Promotion Organisation complex at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi, inaugurated in July 2023; it hosted the
LIS LoeSorL_ LD G20 New Delhi Summit in September 2023
Ugl levedl LT&H enogrensdHled 2 eter @b euewlla 2msGeilli semwlifer auemmassle siemwbgietens); 2023 goeneuled
HméaiulLg); 2023 asiLbufled g-20 Ug) Sleedl 2 &8 plenL HLSSHILIS
International Solar Alliance Launched in 2015 at the Paris climate conference jointly by India and France, with its headquarters at Gurugram in Haryana
LI6DBOML (B @/l SHDHM6D &L L 6Ll 2015-@eb umflsiv srevflemev B g6 bFluineyd iTeTaid Qeneounbs OSTLHISILIS; HeDeeDIOWIHD iflineTeler &maATmD
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PROMINENT PERSONALITIES
I (PSS Sh(EHEMLDSHET

MEDIUM

Vummidi Ethiraj, the Chennai jeweller instrumental in crafting the historic Sengol of 1947, dies at 99
1947-g4ib oyevoriqedt eugeMHMIE FMLILIAES QFHRIGSHTEN 2 [HEUTHEEUSED (WEHAWIL LkiE euHSs O56TeneaT henss asmdleomem eybiillg erHIne, siog 99-ayeus euiSled
LGOS

Vummidi Ethiraj, the Chennai jeweller who was instrumental in crafting the historic Sengol presented to Jawaharlal Nehru on the night of 14 August 1947, died in Chennai on 21
October 2026 at the age of 99, weeks short of his hundredth birthday; he was born on 25 November 1926. He was the patriarch of the family behind Vummidi Bangaru Jewellers, the
Chennai firm founded in 1900 by Vummidi Bangaru Chetty and now more than 125 years old. The Sengol was made in 1947 by the Madras firm of Vummidi Bangaru Chetty and Sons;
Ethiraj, then aged only twenty, was one of the craftsmen who worked on it, alongside Vummidi Sudhakar, and the two of them were the surviving makers who were present in 2023
when the sceptre was installed in Parliament. The Sengol is a gold-plated silver sceptre about five feet long, surmounted by a seated Nandi, the bull of Shiva, which stands as the
symbol of justice and dharma; the accession register of the Allahabad Museum, where the sceptre lay for decades, records it rather more prosaically as a stick of 138.4 centimetres
covered with thin sheets and a golden polish. It was commissioned through the Thiruvavaduthurai Adheenam, a Shaivite monastery, at the suggestion of C. Rajagopalachari, and was
handed over at Nehru's Delhi residence at about a quarter to midnight on 14 August 1947 while the Thevaram hymn Kolaru Pathigam was chanted. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
installed the Sengol near the Speaker's chair in the Lok Sabha chamber of the new Parliament building at its inauguration on 28 May 2023, and honoured Ethiraj at that ceremony. On
his death, condolences were offered by President Droupadi Murmu, Vice-President C. P. Radhakrishnan, Prime Minister Modi and the Governor of Tamil Nadu, R. N. Ravi's successor
R. V. Arlekar. He was predeceased by his wife Sumitra Vummidi and is survived by Vijaya Bharathi, Uday Kumar Vummidi and Vijayendren Vummidi, with grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.
1947 el 14 @6y geausiens ChmeysE seflssiulL euremhniE Anidlss ashGsTane 2 (Fauns@eaudled (PHEIWL Lki@ eudlss 056Tenear Hensd aSMOleonenT eyl erdnme,
2026 916@LmuT 21 siedtn) eFetTeneotuiied, Siog 99-gpaus euFe, HIDNes) [NIDHSHTEHHESE QUMIMHIGHET (LTINS eDMHSTT; euT 1926 meubui 25 sistrm) Wmbsmi. 1900-g4ib Spetor®
Lol Lkisnes esLiquimed Himeu’i’ 6 @UGung) 125 oyetorBs@Eps@n Goener a&6TeneT HINIAIETONET eYbLAlg. LIRISTIH g2eeuslaien GBDUSE T cossaul Saui. asmGaHmeD 1947-Q6bd
e1F6iTemeuTUT60T YIDLONG. LIRIST(IH 61511 SieTotl. &6dTeiv HnIeueTSSTed aFIiL’Lg); SIGUNE aeunid Smug euCs HAUN®BDHS eTHINe, eyblolly. ssTHEBLET Caiba e Lsvoflumbmiwl
anseleneanepisefled Qeul; 2023-8e a&mGaNe HLMEBoaTmSSHe Hineuli’ L Gung rhd®hs 2 ull eumnphs 2 meuns&hisen Smeumn SeuisGer. ashGsme) &M obgl g
Bemeen Sius (Werd el L aeuetalls AEGaHTe); SiBeT 2 &8ulled Siolihs Hihdl — deuetfle srenat — B& WHDID SIS 6T JIHLIITETIONES ©_6TeTS; L) LSSTmBa6T asmhGamed
BoHs swanUnd SmhsIAusddler uFGe®, 138.4 asenqSlLi Berupser, 61os0edI S&HBESEME APLULLE Shis Qb L LU L GsTe ereTn) seYD STsMIeionssd GHlsSDE!. 8.
g Ganuneunéenflufesr ufibgiemruleoTGLfled, enseu WL Lomer HlbeuTeuBaiemnn pSembd eufluins Qg SyemevouiLtLlLg); 1947 gyaevl 14 sieiim) beTeflTeyébd sieb weoofl (WedtLng
Crmedeir $levedl BebevsSlen, 'Camarn) LF&D' CHeuMTD S BE Q1SMesuNg (HHG&GLEUNE QULEMLSSILLLE. 2023 G 28 siedtm) LW HILTEBL6TDS SLLL S Sl efipreis,
o&EETme HThiA leweus senavalfler Bmemasd Simde sl pCrhHr Gond asmGarena Eneleom; sihs eflprails aflamengs OHTElISSTT. HOUTH LLEDDEYSHES ST
Semeveul SleerLil (I, SHlEDeId GTSS Hemeveud &. L9, mnenélmeigevored, Nnswor Gondl, SOIPHTH bEBHT Si. 6. HTC&T HAGWMT Snrhise aSfleNSseorT. ieurs) 1 i
&IOS eybLollg. (edTGL WemmbsT; eflgul LT, 2_sii GonT eybioly, efgGuibHrer bl HAGWNED, GuIT, AsmeTEb GUITEHEHD 2 _6TeTeur.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Vummidi Ethiraj died in Chennai on 21 October 2026, aged 99; he was born on 25 November 1926, weeks short of his hundredth birthday.
« He was the patriarch of the family behind Vummidi Bangaru Jewellers, founded at Chennai in 1900 by Vummidi Bangaru Chetty and now more than 125 years old.
* He was one of the craftsmen, with Vummidi Sudhakar, who worked on the Sengol in 1947 when he was only twenty; the firm of Vummidi Bangaru Chetty and Sons made it.
« The Sengol is a gold-plated silver sceptre about five feet long, surmounted by a seated Nandi, the bull of Shiva, symbolising justice and dharma.
« It was commissioned through the Thiruvavaduthurai Adheenam at C. Rajagopalachari's suggestion and handed to Jawaharlal Nehru at his Delhi residence late on 14 August 1947, to the
chanting of the Thevaram hymn Kolaru Pathigam.
* Prime Minister Narendra Modi installed the Sengol near the Speaker's chair in the Lok Sabha chamber on 28 May 2023 and honoured Ethiraj at the ceremony; President Droupadi Murmu,
Vice-President C. P. Radhakrishnan and the Governor of Tamil Nadu condoled his death.
* eybifllg erHlnmey 2026 oisGLILT 21 siettn) eFeTemetuliied, 99 euwiFled wewmbsT; 1926 meubuy 25 sistrm mbseuT; BImTeug NDHSHTEHEHESE CUTTHISET (LPEITLITS.
* 1900-g4ib hetor® yibiBlg. LkSTH O&L1quINed aFsiteneruisd Hmieulin’ G SUiGung 125 oeoiBaEnseid GloemeT aybibly. LkSNH greeaien GBIDUSSHET apdseu.
* @ug BsH HAUNGHHS 1947-6d ashBsTedlsd LetofllmHriw enseflenererisafle) @neuT; aybiblly SHTHHLET GihgI; eYDLOIY. LRISTH OFLIY HeTITL F6iTel [EIMIEUEITD HeWHE OSFLISSI.
* QEThIGaTeL SOMT sl S Hermpeier Srhis (e LEl'L eeuesTells aahBased; 2 sdullsh Suoiihs bbd — Heuesfledr sremer — B LHOID STOSHS T SiEHLILITENLD.
* 8. g Gamumeungantlufe LifibgienrulerGLifled SlpeuteuBaienn SpSeord eubluins pemevoui i’ ®, 1947 gpsevl 14 Srefleh 'Gamerm ulab' Coeummbd galiL, Ghmelsr Heed SevesHled
sieuflLib @UILDLSSILLCL ).
* 2023 @i 28 sietTn) & LY AL AV 5 semevelfler SbeEenadse AmAs sl HCIHAT Gnd asmGarene Binel, elprele eHamengs asamelSsn; GLYUTsHs Seneveul
Seogenugd) I, IEWeTS GlGWisd SeneeuT &. 1. Tendmeiqevoet, SOPHTH AEbHT AHCWTT Srrhised Osflelsseor.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Meaning of Sengol From the Tamil 'semmai' or ‘'sem’, meaning righteousness or uprightness, and 'kol', a staff or sceptre — hence the righteous sceptre;
QETHIGEITE ETEITLISET QLITIHET it is cognate with the Thirukkural's idea of Senkonmai, just rule
FO6h CrTemio Si6L6VE) AFDEDLOEMILIS GIIHGLD 'QFID" eTeiTUSID, CaHMeh SiEDEE) H6toTemL S GNIGSID 'GaMed’ eTedTLGID CaibsE — ereorGeu
Briemwowrerr Gamed; HpoH@meledn ‘e1&hBames ' 616D QFHIGHTEM. &S SHSSIL 6T ASTLITLEDL IS
Thiruvavaduthurai Adheenam A sixteenth-century Saiva Siddhanta monastery at Thiruvavaduthurai in Mayiladuthurai district, Tamil Nadu; the saint Thirumular,
HmanauBzienn SySerd author of the Thirumandiram, is associated with it

BONPHT 160 LulenBgIeny el LSl HmaunauBgiennule 2 e LSemmmd HTHONIB enae A&sbhs LID; SmwhSmd Suibriws
Hoewai BsEIL 6T OSTLTLeDLIICUT

New Parliament building Inaugurated on 28 May 2023 by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, when the Sengol was installed near the Speaker's chair in the Lok
LI BILMEBLO6TmE &HLLLID Sabha chamber
2023 @ 28 siettm) imsof BEIHAT Comdlwined SnésiulLg); siiGUTE) & hidleh & 5 ifleoT Qhé& 5H& SNHEED
QEThIGamed HimieuliLLg)
Where the Sengol lay from 1947 to 2023 In the Nehru Gallery of the Allahabad Museum at Prayagraj, catalogued in the accession register as a stick with golden polish
1947 (wa6d 2023 euenr Q&hRIGsTe SBHs SL b MUSINE SSTUTS AGRST AssSHer Cr fnlSH6; UG Hhs QB LU L G&Te erer auenaLILBSSILLIEHSS!
Chola significance of the sceptre In Chola tradition Shaiva spiritual preceptors presided over coronations, and the handing of the sengol from the outgoing to the
QErhBsTedsT Gemp Gmevé Aniy incoming ruler marked a legitimate and dharmic transfer of power; this precedent was cited by C. Rajagopalachari in 1947

Gampr ummbufluSHled enEeu QeTOlS JETETHET (i@ 6 elPTsEsEnEES Henaenio Shider; usel eflesbd gy AunemfiLfmha) LS
SHLAWLNETHESE OehIGaTe SieflésliLbeug HMLLDTET, STl Tauorer 8 wMbHnsemnss GHsss!; 1947-86 8. mngGsmunenssmd]
B PTESTTNSENSGE G 1q SHEBILIG G0N
Vummidi Bangaru Jewellers Founded at Chennai in 1900 by Vummidi Bangaru Chetty; the firm is now more than 125 years old
QLB LRISTH &o6UDRIT6 1900-gy1b gpetor® eyibidllg LRIGTH A& 1quined eFsiTeneoTulish HmieuILL L &i; Himieueonid SUIGLNE 125 Syetor(BaHEhsSID GLoamerg]
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IMPORTANT DAYS
I (P&HSWI BT SH6iT

13 I3
Police Commemoration Day observed on 21 October 2026, with 154 names added to the Wall of Valour at the National Police Memorial
I 2026 216@Lmur 21 siehtny sreuevl Hlenetey Sleorbd semLlidlgésiulLg); Gsdl el Hleneredlsdler efiré seufled 154 aLwiiaer GarébasiuLLeor

Police Commemoration Day, also called Police Shaheed Diwas, is observed across India on 21 October every year, and was observed on 21 October 2026. The day commemorates
ten police personnel who were killed when a Chinese detachment ambushed an Indian forward patrol near the Kongka Pass, on the bank of the Chang Chenmo river in the Aksai Chin
area of north-eastern Ladakh, on 21 October 1959; the party, drawn from the Central Reserve Police Force and attached to the Intelligence Bureau, was led by Karam Singh, a Deputy
Central Intelligence Officer, and seven of its members were taken prisoner and repatriated in November 1959. The bodies were cremated at Hot Springs, after which the post is
commonly named. The annual conference of Inspectors General of Police in January 1960 resolved that 21 October be observed as Commemoration Day in police lines across the
country. The 2026 national observance took the form of a joint commemorative parade at the National Police Memorial at Chanakyapuri in New Delhi, with contingents from the Border
Security Force, the Central Industrial Security Force, the Central Reserve Police Force, the Indo-Tibetan Border Police, the Sashastra Seema Bal, the National Security Guard, the
Assam Rifles, the Railway Protection Force, the National Disaster Response Force and the Delhi Police. Union Home Minister Amit Shah laid the wreath, and the Director of the
Intelligence Bureau, Mahesh Dixit, read out the roll of honour: 154 police personnel had died in the line of duty in the year to 21 October 2026, taking the Wall of Valour to 36,852
names in all. In Tamil Nadu, Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay laid a floral wreath at the Police Memorial in the Director General of Police office complex in Chennai, where six Tamil Nadu
police personnel were honoured as having died in the line of duty during the year, and handed over 5.96 crore rupees in insurance and salary-package assistance to seven families.
sneue Flenetey Fleotb — sreuevl Fuimelaer Heord eTeTNID SHeMPSHBLILBEUZF — SpeTorGEHMMID GELILT 21 Sieotm) @hAWN W(eugib senLlifigésluGang); 2026 swsGLmT 21
16T HeoL LI &&IUCL ). 1959 sibGLIUT 21 siettn), euLSipéd eLnédler sl feit LGSuled, &b aF6TGLN HhHIfle HenTuiled, OSHMTRIGT HEUTTEUTLIGS SiHHe SbSluimellso
(pedrevTiie GumbgiLl LewLemwt Seorll LemLLidifley Lgdls STéwGLNE asTeaLILLL LSS Sreucgiennuiereny &b brer HleneareydnJdng); o ssS. BHd smneucd LenLuledmba)
TBRSHILLB 2_6Te|SSIennIL 60T enettrsbaILLIG[HhHS HSL LeDL&SE, HI606U0T S 2_6TeSSIemnn SIQIeNeT S bl HEMEVEHLD STTRISCOTTT; MUH6T a(Q 2 NINTTTSET D& Sl HeTmaLl
g sasiu’ @ 1959 meubLifled Sl seflébsliulLeory. o Leser el svliiflihen eremm SLsHled H&60TD QFLIWIILLLEIT; SibHs Hmeued Hlemevuledr aLWTTGaGW S&&Fbueud auTgeuns
swiu@dng!. 1960 geraufluiish HenLALHD SHTEUDSIEND HENEEMLOE SeToraMeuoliliLmeTT Serfledr he0uBs dnl LD, HNE (WP(QeUSID &Teued auflewaserfled SiGELMLT 21 Hlewerey Sleoronss
SenLLINg&sILL GeuetorBLD erentd Sionellgss. 2026-gyb yetonqeir Cadl Hlapey, Lg Heved sneooébaufluled 2 eer Gadlu sreuer HeneraiL sEled el B Hlenerey sievofleudLiLine
HEMLEILIDDE; 6TE0EMEVLI LMSHISTLILLI LIGOL, oSS OSMAHETemeLLI LTSHISTLILL L6OL, oSS QHISES.BS SHreush uenL, SbHL-SeLs eTeenevd STeued LenL, sgmendlT &om Le, Gadwil
L& STeedl LiswL, S1iEmb engiieren, @rulsdGeu umgismiyl uent., Gadlwit GulLi Byl uenL., $evedl sreued giemn Spdweunmrle LenLlifleyseT &ebeIeIsTeooTL60T. oSSl
2_6T&IemM EMLOEET B QT LGV EUENETLID EDEUSBIT; 2_6TeySHaIenn SWSGHIT WGHe Sndld asemTeul LI gUIme eundlssi: 2026 isGLMLT 21 euenuleoner yetonged 154
sreuevgienmuieori sLemwulsh 2 uli BoserT; Bseve efiré seufleh GLomssid 36,852 aLwiTaeT Syuler. HOILPBHIL 6D, (WPWEHeEHLEST &. Ggrall eflgll, AF6TeneTUIe HTEUGIEND HEDEEDLO
BUEGBI VIEUVS CUATTBSSHE) 2_6iTen Bevev]T HlenerTeXlSH6d LGV EUEHETIID EDEUSSHIIT; i@ Spevorqedr GLg) sLemouled 2 uli H6s M SOPHIE SreuedgIEDDUTDTT
aaemreldbaLILLL6oTT; 6l GBDLURSEDSS SMISE wHmIb 2 dHluig asTEly 2 sefuins 5.96 s apUML euLrhISILLTL ).
KEY EXAM POINTS
« Police Commemoration Day is observed every year on 21 October; it is also called Police Shaheed Diwas.
« It commemorates ten police personnel killed when Chinese troops ambushed an Indian patrol near the Kongka Pass in the Aksai Chin area of Ladakh on 21 October 1959; seven were taken
prisoner and repatriated in November 1959, and the bodies were cremated at Hot Springs.
« The patrol, drawn from the Central Reserve Police Force and attached to the Intelligence Bureau, was led by Deputy Central Intelligence Officer Karam Singh.
« The annual conference of Inspectors General of Police in January 1960 fixed 21 October as Commemoration Day across the country.
« In 2026 Union Home Minister Amit Shah laid the wreath at the National Police Memorial, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi, and Intelligence Bureau Director Mahesh Dixit read the roll of honour:
154 personnel died in the line of duty in the year, taking the Wall of Valour to 36,852 names.
« In Tamil Nadu, Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay laid a wreath at the Police Memorial in the Director General of Police office complex, Chennai, honoured six personnel who died during the
year and handed 5.96 crore rupees to seven families.
* &eue [Hlewentey Hleutld SpetrBGEHSTMID iGEGLILT 21 SiTn) SenL LN &aEILBEDE!; STeuel Swindaer SHend eramib SienasILBEDE.
* 1959 &i&GLILIT 21 Si6hTn) eOLMEH6IT Sidbaill dedt LGSUT6h QSIS SHETTEUTLISE SHE SbSI GIMbgI LenLenil STl LEnL&6T LGS STébELGLTS OBMeLILLL LSS
snelcglennuilerenr 8 Hlenereysn TAng); aw Gui eadaamal Wigssiu’ @ 1959 meubufle) il seflésiuLerd; 2 Leser el eolfihiede) soHend eFuIiLLL6oT.
* WHEW REGS.BS Breusd LemLUTedbHE TBHSILLE 2_6TeySSHImDILL 6T SeneoudbslILlqbhs ibs GIMbEIL LEDLEES, ST oSS 2_6TeySHSIenD e SIb Skl HEnEeoLD
SThIleoT .
* 1960 gereuflufish memLOLDHD SHTEUESIEND SHEWEVEMLOS &evuramesoilliment sHerfleor SetorBé dnl LD, HNE (W(QEUGID H&ECLILT 21-83 Hlewevrey Hlevrons; EfevorulSss!.
* 2026-86b 5w 2_6T56nn SiEHEST SIAS e g Heved snevmrsAwfl Gaw seusv Bl fiL&Sled evr b SST; 2_aTeysgienn QusGh e, Seadls e\semTeull
L IquIene euTASSTT: Spetoriqed 154 sneucgienpulieon sLemouled 2 ulli Baseon; efné aeurfled Quongsib 36,852 QLILITSET.
* SIADHILIGED, (PSEVEMEST 8. Bgetl gl AFTENET HTEUDSIDD HENEEDI SILIGSDHT SIS CUeTTSHE STeue] Hlenereil SHl6) el eueDeILID eneusal, Syetorqer Gung 2 ulli Bés apm
BHNEULTHEDETSH OGeTeNSE), 61 &BDUMSEHSS 5.96 Gamg. erpumil eulprhidleoTm.
STATIC GK CONNECT

National Police Memorial On Kautilya Marg at Chanakyapuri, New Delhi, inaugurated on 21 October 2018 by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
BGadl sneuel HleneorefiLLd usl Flevedl snevoréaflufied Oismeniqedw omTéeled 2 eeng); 2018 aibGLILT 21 siettm Winsion HKEIHET ComFluimed SHnésIulL g
The memorial sculpture A central black granite monolith thirty feet high and weighing 238 tonnes, quarried at Khammam in Telangana and sculpted by

Adwaita Gadanayak; the Wall of Valour carried 34,844 names at the inauguration and 36,852 in 2026
LIS Silq 2 _WITPLD 238 L60T eTemLID O&MeTuTL. oSS S(HMhISE QDenD&s6; agehsTeTTaler HbindHled AeulLILLB MFHeneus
SL[BMLSSHTE SaluLLg) Sy eflprelst@ung) efiré aeufle 34,844 auwiiser; 2026-Qeb 36,852

FemeuteliLé HAnub

National Police Museum An underground museum at the memorial, the first of its kind in India, with five galleries covering over two thousand years of policing
from Kautilya's system onwards
Henerailsgled 2_eer Hlevdsila SimrsTLALSD; Sbfluneies SssamawSe (Wwseneug); asemqeouwifler (enmuledi b QST Hid
Bresor_muimb g6t B&EBESID GO STale) UTENHENM BhaI Fn L hisefled 2 _6TeT. salig)
Central Reserve Police Force Raised in 1939 as the Crown Representative's Police and renamed the Central Reserve Police Force on 28 December 1949 by an
Act of Parliament under Home Minister Vallabhbhai Patel; it is India's oldest and largest Central Armed Police Force
1939-@6b 'Sreyeit ITHRSUIetT HTeuch LEmL' 6T60T & HEUTSSHLILLB, 2_6TSImn Hen&a eueteuLnil LGLeNsT &b BHILMEBLETDE
&LLSSledn cpevld 1949 198U 28 Si6dTM) S QEISE(BS Heued LemL ereurtl ey wrHOUILLL&); SbHuneledr BlsL LpeniowimeT,
Wstieuflu wsEu SpusGHSIL STeued LienL
Central Armed Police Forces Seven in number — the Assam Rifles, Border Security Force, Central Industrial Security Force, Central Reserve Police Force, Indo-
Tibetan Border Police, National Security Guard and Sashastra Seema Bal — all under the Ministry of Home Affairs
g — 2i8mb eTLileTen, eTebemevlt LTFHIBSMILL LEDL., LSS OFTHHEFTENEIL LTEISTIL] LeDL, LSS QSISSELBE Seue LenL, BbHw-
SO ereremevd Heued LmL, G LTSHISMLILS STEUET LIOL, §8MenSlT SLOM Lis) — NEHETSEID 2 6T5I6DD SenoeHSH6T Sl
Hot Springs and Kongka Pass The ambush took place near the Kongka Pass on the bank of the Chang Chenmo river in the Aksai Chin area of north-eastern
anm’ eifiiie wHOID OSMREGT Seooreuri Ladakh; the post at Hot Springs lies a short distance to the west
QUL HIp&EE LTS aibami fledr uGFuled, sl OF6TGLN SHIfleT HenTuleh, ABMTRISHT SHETTTEUMLIGE JNHE LSIRIGS STHGS6)
BewLAUDME!; el svliiflien sreued Hene sHMIS asTemaais ConGs 2 _erTag)

Gaél SMeued SiHhSTALSD

WHHW QBIHEL (B SHTeued LeL

&AWL 2pHCLHA HTEUD LIEDL SHET
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