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Arignar Anna Zoological Park at Vandalur to reopen on 25 October after a two day closure over H5N1 bird flu, with the bird enclosures still barricaded
H5N1 upemeus SiEsed snTevnons Sresor® Hiem LI IqBbe 6ueTorL e irflebi Siedorevor 2 _ulifluied kst SisGLILT 25 Sietn) Wesor®id HnésLBEDE); LmeneuL
LGS &6 QSTLAHS SHewL QFLIWILILIL1qHHESLD

The administration of the Arignar Anna Zoological Park at Vandalur near Chennai announced on 23 October 2026 that the park would reopen to visitors on Sunday, 25 October 2026.
The zoo had been closed on 22 and 23 October as a precaution after the H5N1 strain of avian influenza was detected in aquatic birds on the premises. The infection was confirmed on
21 October 2026 by a report from the National Institute of High Security Animal Diseases at Bhopal, which is the designated national reference laboratory for avian influenza. Seven
birds had died between 3 and 9 October in the Vedanthangal birds enclosure, the largest enclosure in the park: four painted storks, one grey pelican, one grey heron and one oriental
darter. The administration stated that no further bird deaths and no symptoms of disease had been reported since 9 October. The park was disinfected in full in accordance with the
guidelines of the Government of India, barriers were placed around the bird areas and visitors barred from them, and veterinary and animal care teams were deployed to monitor the
health of the birds. Samples were taken from twenty six animal caretakers who work directly with the animals and tested by the reverse transcription polymerase chain reaction
method; none of the twenty six showed any influenza infection. The zoo therefore reopens with its bird sections still closed to the public while the rest of the park receives visitors as
usual.
e15eiTemenT HHESH 2_6iTen EUTITLITT HnflepiT Stevorevorm 2 ulifluled ,rasnelledr Eifeunsid, 2026 S1&GLILT 23 1i6dTm), Whism 2026 ssELILT 25 @muihmiselpento LIMTeneUITen] &@Ehaeans
601D FIMSHBLILGBLD eretTn) HeflSs8). Lhiselleh 2 erer Bieunp upeneusefled HSN1 euens Lpeneud SMiEse) SeToLBILLILLL 608 HBHEI, (PT66TEETHema HLEUGSEDHILITE
21&6LIUT 22 whHnib 23 Spd &b BILsERSE LkisT epLILLIqEhsE. UDeneud smiEsaisster Cadi Gril iieusons o eer GumLmelsd siemwobs Gl 2 wii ungisi elerhid
Crmiser HimeueTdHler amfldems cpeuld, 2026 SiBGLILT 21 sisdtm 8bss asmbml 2 niFl asiwiu’Lg). yrhsreler sl auiflil gl oner CauLheMhise) LDeneuseT &nl SHl6,
266LMT 3 (wsed 9 euenTuileonenr SMevSEled 61 LDeneuseT @NHSHET: HIETE S OBMSEGSSET, Qb SMDLED &neMPSSLIT, QB SMDLE BTN HMID Qb LMbLS STIm. Si&EELILT 9-&&U
Wn® embsl umemeud @néseieene eretmib, Grmi smlErser ergiab agfleisenea aarmid Hieunsd 6sflealsss. SbHu Sirdlsr aufsT BHe&6MeTLIQ. LLHIST (W(QENLOWITEES
A Bée0 asi’Lg); upenel UGS aameré &HIS SELLISET Sep&SLUILLE LMTeneulLITeTTS6T SHeniodébsliLeflsiens); Lmeneusefler 2 Leibasenss SeorsTemnilébs semenL
WGSgie wHnib eflerkid uTmofliyé &éeser BuifléssiulLer. efoki@sesLer Ghrquns usolwnbnib Seusstnl efleke urmofliunerisefl fmbsl wrflser er@&aIILG,
fleureiv WmmedTevEAfIie T LTeSoGrein &rhled eflement (ewmuleh LfIGsTH&HsILLL6T; Susstn Cuifled WnmeED eit..Lleapiletenn agmn eene. srerGeu upemeull Wifleyssr
OUNGIO&HESEHHS LU L HleneulGaBul, Lrhistaler Hm LGS s alpdasd Gume LmfeneaunenHenar eurGeaun@ib.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« The Arignar Anna Zoological Park, Vandalur, reopens to visitors on Sunday, 25 October 2026, after being closed on 22 and 23 October 2026.

« H5N1 avian influenza was detected in aquatic birds; the infection was confirmed on 21 October 2026 by the National Institute of High Security Animal Diseases, Bhopal.

« Seven birds died between 3 and 9 October 2026 in the Vedanthangal birds enclosure — four painted storks, one grey pelican, one grey heron and one oriental darter.

« No bird deaths and no disease symptoms have been reported since 9 October 2026.

« Samples from twenty six animal caretakers were tested by RT-PCR and none showed influenza infection.

« The park was disinfected under Government of India guidelines; the bird enclosures remain barricaded and closed to visitors after reopening.
* 2026 2:&GLmLT 22 whmib 23 Shélw B sefled el (L iq@mhs euedorL e Sinflepi Siesoreorm o _udfluied wrkist, 2026 6GLILT 25 @muihnibdipenio oG HnésILBADS!.
* Bieunp umemeuseaflsd HSN1 upemeud smiisFed sesorpuiiu L g, Gumumed Gadlw 2 wii ungismiy el Gpmiser Bineuerd 2026 isELILT 21 Si6Tn) 68THEOD 2 NIl OFLSSI.
* GaILbENThiSHE LNEnEUSET dnl SHled 2026 21HGLILT 3 (156D 9 eueDT (R LMeDeISET SDHS6T — BHIETS &iLié OSTHSSET, Qb FNDLIE FneDIPSSHLIT, QB SDLIED BTN, QB LMDLS STI.
* 2026 216@LMui 9-66L1 NIDG 6L uneneub @néseileens; Ghmil simlemnaesn asflwelsemnen.
* @ussm efler@ urmofliunerisefler wndlflser RT-PCR wenmuled ufGsngl&baiulLe; wWnpéen asmhmn| Seeme.
* @bl sirdledt s BoeoLl st S Béen asiuliu’Lg); BB SHnbs [NeTenib Umeneud sl hiseT HBEHSILLG LMTeaULITETI&Ebh&E UL CL Sméeib.

STATIC GK CONNECT

Arignar Anna Zoological Park Located at Vandalur in Chengalpattu district near Chennai, opened in 1855 as the Madras Zoo and shifted to Vandalur in 1985; the
2@l Sievorevort 2 _udfluied LrhisT first public zoo in India and among the largest in South Asia
21B8& 61EMmIBEULD Lomeul LD custorLamfleh Siemiombgie 1855-@6d 5 2 _uliflwied 5 QST 1985-@60
QUETITL QIT([HE@ LomDDLUILLL &i; @bFluneler wsed eung 2 ulfluied whis, egeremaneler sl euflueubmieT ¢eiTm)
H5N1 A highly pathogenic subtype of the influenza A virus that causes avian influenza or bird flu in poultry and wild birds and can
H5N1 eweursiv occasionally infect human beings
Gamplser wHMID &G UDeneuseTlsd Lmeneus SMiEFene enLBSSID, eriiGL weoflla WD SMéH&anIqW, 6T sLieembleoTerom A
efledT GBS CHMLISSHE0TEmLD ST QD 6UEDE
National Institute of High Security Animal Diseases Located at Bhopal in Madhya Pradesh, it is the national reference laboratory for avian influenza and functions under the Indian
Gadlu & wif Lngismiy eflevrue GHMiLIsET Hinieuetd Council of Agricultural Research

wFul Gir@said GuTLTES) SiemLOHEIETETEI; LDeneud SMissaIsSETeT Godll GMlY apleusd; @b Geuermeor gyTmiES sHeyedTdledleon
&1p aFweLBSADE
Vedanthangal A bird sanctuary in Chengalpattu district, among the oldest water bird sanctuaries in India, notified in 1936; the zoo has named its
GULBBTThIBE largest bird enclosure after it
61&hIBELL D LoTeU L SSH6) 2_6em LpeneuseT &TeounmeLid; @bSlwinellsr sl Lpemiowimer BITLDeneE Fremmmehiseher eerml; 1936-
B6b anfleldalulLgI; Lrusneler sl eufiil Lpeneaus &nlib S56T OLIITTE) Hem&EHILBADE]
Painted stork Scientific name Mycteria leucocephala, a large wading bird of Indian wetlands listed as Near Threatened on the IUCN Red List
FMUS O1&MEHE ameflwed eLwi Mycteria leucocephala; @bw rfleoriusertled eumgpb euflu Bitumeney; IUCN deuliyl L iquielle) SIEFNISSIHE
BBH 2_6TensNs eUEnSLILIBSSLILL (BeTers)
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Nepal becomes the first country in the world to receive money from the Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage, which provisionally set aside 21.6
million dollars at its first extraordinary board meeting on 22 October 2026

Bl wHnib Gs558NG LHeeflEGD HHLSHLOGHS Bl LD 2 _e&leir (s HILTe GrumeDd wrmliwig); 2026 Si&EGLILT 22 S160Tm)| HenLaUDD (LSed AL eumfluis
gnl L Sgleb 21.6 1OleD6SILIET L6V SMH&TeNlHIONS QEiSHaeILLLS)

The board of the Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage met in its first ever extraordinary session, held online on 22 October 2026, and provisionally set aside twenty one point six
million United States dollars from its available commitment authority for Nepal. Of that sum, twenty million dollars is the potential support to Nepal itself and one point six million dollars
is an oversight fee covering the monitoring of implementation and risk management. This is the first time the Fund has allocated any money to any country since it was created, and
the first time it has responded to a specific sudden onset climate disaster. The money is intended for recovery from the Bhote Koshi flash flood of 26 August 2026, which was triggered
by an ice and rock avalanche on Langtang Lirung near the Nepal China border and sent a debris flow down the Bhotekoshi, Trishuli and Narayani river system. Nepal's total recovery
need has been put at about four point eight billion dollars, so the sum set aside is less than one per cent of what is required. The extraordinary meeting was requested by board
members from the Least Developed Countries, African States and Asia Pacific constituencies. The board agreed to pilot an arrangement allowing Nepal to submit a funding request
under the Barbados Implementation Modalities outside the standard submission period; the money will be released only after that formal request clears a future board meeting. The
Fund was established at COP27 in 2022 and operationalised at COP28 in 2023, and the World Bank serves as its interim trustee and hosts its secretariat.

By wHnib CsasHNE uHealle@d HSwsHer eunfluib, 2026 siEGLILT 22 sieTn) Senewonuaidluieh 5678 (PS5 ADILE nl L Henss nlly, CHUTETSSHETE HTEH HenL SHHHamIqlL
Qg6 aiflsnmsHe Bmbhs SmusCsn LeTeafl gym 1levedlisr sieuofles LTeTsamers SHeEMeSIHons QEIsALS. Sibss asTansule) Brmug) eedisT Lrei GrLmersShamer
HBTUTSHEYD, R LeTerf] Sy 1lededlIedT LTl aFWwebLN(Bé Sevoramefiii] ioHmid L Geonesorenioemil 2_eTemL & GobUNTeneusd S Leomonae|Dd 2 eiTeneor. HISIID 2 (HeundHasiuL
UIm® embd BILHELD 218 B85 @abcas B&iGe s Wenn; e GUILI L Slef sreoblenel CulLbed 218 uHeveflliugid &G (a6 (wenn. GhLTeT E6T 6TeemanHE HmHBs
eIl 6l@Brhl emevuied erbul’L Levfl oHmub Lumewmé srfleuned gevor LB, CuTGsBanad), Hifl@:ed whHmIb HrTmwessll SHHMIS asTGHule Glenus Gsml Lmibs, 2026 shsevl 26
it apulL GuITGs Ganad el ceusTensHedmhsl WeareusnHe Sbos asnens @& ésILBEADE. GhUTaTddler awnds nFTenoliLd GoHemeu SO BHTETE Lo 6@ iedeluisor
Lmeogna Sl Beeng); ererGey REISEILLL O5Tens Coemeauuled Q@b eN(RESHMIGNHED GEnDETTS]. Gennihs aueTiFfenLbs HTBaeT, Syliliflés Hn@seT wHnID e LG
asn@dHaenens Gains eunfl 2 niifeniser @bss ApliLéd snlLdenss Gamiler]. eupdsioner sofiiiiys anusdne aeuafGw, uTTLGLTe 6FWLBSS (pennenwaaflar Sp
Gmunemd HFls Canflbemaenuis silNGs: SIDIDSHEHESGID Qb (@6 gnUMiignE eumflid QUILSESTEIILSI; b (Wwemmiiner Camflbens ardliame eumflid &nl L SHle analiuL
UImGs B euprusILGD. Sbs HiHwib 2022-@e COP27 wrpriiged Bineuin’ G, 2023-@s COP28 wnmbiliged 65w BéEe&s esnesorGeurliulLg); 2 608 eurid Siger SenL &HaoHmell
QUTDIILNETITEE QWL (B HH6NT OFIWIVSSEDSID HLSSIHDSI.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« The Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage board held its first ever extraordinary meeting, online, on 22 October 2026.
« It provisionally set aside 21.6 million US dollars for Nepal — 20 million dollars of support plus a 1.6 million dollar oversight fee.
« This is the Fund's first allocation to any country since its establishment and its first response to a specific sudden onset disaster.
« The money is for recovery from the Bhote Koshi flash flood of 26 August 2026, caused by an ice and rock avalanche on Langtang Lirung.
« Nepal's total recovery need is about 4.8 billion dollars, so the sum is under one per cent of the requirement.
* Nepal must still submit a formal funding request under the Barbados Implementation Modalities, to be considered at a future board meeting.
« The Fund was established at COP27 in 2022 and operationalised at COP28 in 2023; the World Bank is its interim trustee and secretariat host.
* @l wHnib Gss58NG uflevafléed HiFlw eumfluib, 2026 sBELMLT 22 siettm) Senevonauflufied H6018) (WS ADLILG &nl L HenS HLSSIISI.
* GrunengHnsns 21.6 levedilett 16wflés Ll sHamedllsions @sisaeliulL g — 20 1eeflleT Lol opsrey whmid 1.6 wleediwedr Lmeui Gonhunieneusd &1L euord.
* HFwib Pyeuiu’L DG embd HihHEb s B Qabans @886 s Wen; Qwm Hlef CulLbéoNeT B (e LHeld DeGe.
* eurIL il 69lBri Lemeoulleh erpulL Lievf] HmID LTewmé sifleured 2_peuneor, 2026 gyaeivl. 26 GuTGs Ganad e aeusTaTdHed®mHe) eTeusH& Sbs B
* GrunaTdHleir QoS NIETemLLILS CHemeu &Lomi 4.8 Needlier Lei; erearGey S565mems GoHemeauuied Qb e(R&aMIGHED Gewme).
* uMTLGLMe QFWILBSS6 (Wemmemioaerfledr &p GrLeD (wenpwiten HiFls GamilbanaeniLig swililss GeustorBh; Sigl eI eumfls sl L sHle uflfedlsaiL@i.
* Higluib 2022 COP27-@6b Himieutii’ @ 2023 COP28-@6b 6\5wiebLN_(BéE 6UbsEI; 2608 eurhis g6 SemL STl LTMIILITETT WHMID OFWIVS HLSSIB .
STATIC GK CONNECT

Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage A climate finance fund under the UNFCCC, established at COP27 in 2022 and operationalised at COP28 in 2023, with a board of
Sy whnib CsasHNE LHeellb@nD HFHWLD twenty six members — twelve from developed and fourteen from developing countries
UNFCCC-&eir &ip 2_6ien @ sevfleney Hilwid; 2022 COP27-@6b Hinieuiu @ 2023 COP28-@eb asweLn_ (e aubss!; Smudsmi
2_miinfleont eumflwid — eemihg mrBaefledlmhs LsefiTetor®, euen@pid HrBEeTemhel Lblermere

CoP27 Held at Sharm el-Sheikh in Egypt in November 2022, where the decision to establish the loss and damage fund was taken

COP27 onmn® 2022 meubuifled erélliFler el er60-Gondealsh HewLOLHME!; Sy wHDIb Gss WSS HimaD (ig6] BhGsGW aBHsILLLE
CoP28 Held at Dubai in the United Arab Emirates in November and December 2023, where the fund was operationalised

COP28 onmn® 2023 meubLii Hmib 1980Lfled sl sy siSTasdler iumule penLaubng); HHwid SiGs aswOLT BobGS asTeoBeuTiL L)
COP31 Scheduled at Antalya in Tirkiye from 9 to 20 November 2026, under a Tirkiye and Australia partnership presidency

COP31 wnmn® 2026 meubLi 9 aed 20 eueny SidbéAulest Sietrewnells) HenLOUD 2_6TaTg); Hih&E HNID SevHBTeT sl BS senevenioulesr £
India's contribution India has not pledged to or contributed to the fund, consistent with its position that loss and damage finance is an obligation of

Shdunedetr Lruserfliy developed countries

S @bs HFwsHNG 2 niFlwellsaBeur uiiseaflbsGaur Seenen; Sl wHnIb Gss HIF eueihs HrBseTeT HLeDL 6T6dTm SigHedT
BemeoliumigH& ermu
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POLITY & GOVERNANCE
| sindlievenioli] & syl &

Bl HarD
Ministry of Tribal Affairs holds the third Regional Review Conference on Forest Rights Act implementation at Srinagar, with 25.42 lakh titles
distributed over about 238 lakh acres as on 31 August 2026
cuetT 2 [flemlog G L SINGSD GBISHS CETDTEUE] LOGTITL6L Shiliey BT enL WHHEI6) LhiGIGUIeTT HSEImD SiemEssD HLiSlg; 2026 apsevl. 31 Heveuiig 25.42
VLG LLLI&S6T &LomT 238 eUL&D eé&([HEHE eUpmhISLILIL (BeTereor

The Ministry of Tribal Affairs held the third Regional Review Conference on the implementation of the Forest Rights Act at Srinagar in Jammu and Kashmir on 23 October 2026. It
followed earlier conferences at Bengaluru on 10 September 2026 and at Kolkata on 9 October 2026, and covered Maharashtra, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Goa,
Rajasthan and the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir. The welcome address was given by Shri Mohd Mumtaz Ali, Director of the Tribal Affairs Department of Jammu and Kashmir,
and the keynote and valedictory addresses by Shri Anant Prakash Pandey, Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Tribal Affairs. Shri Javed Ahmed Rana, the Jammu and Kashmir Minister
for Tribal Affairs, Jal Shakti and Forest, Ecology and Environment, also addressed the conference, and Smt Samidha Singh, Director for Forest Rights in the Ministry, took part. The
national position as on 31 August 2026 was placed before the conference: about fifty four lakh claims had been received, of which forty three point five six lakh or eighty point six four
per cent had been disposed of; twenty five point four two lakh titles had been distributed covering nearly two hundred and thirty eight lakh acres; ten point four five lakh claims were
pending and eighteen point one three lakh claims had been rejected. The conference noted that habitat rights have so far been recognised for only eleven of India's seventy five
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups, and that a rejected claim must carry a reasoned order communicated to the claimant with the statutory right of appeal preserved. Central
financial support stands at twenty five lakh rupees per State for Forest Rights Act mapping under the scheme for support to Tribal Research Institutes, fifteen lakh rupees for each
Community Forest Resource Management Plan under the Dharti Aaba Janbhagidari Utkarsh Abhiyan, and one lakh rupees for technical support.
suenr 2_[flewiog FLLSSl6iT SoeNHED GNSHS CLPEITDTEUS) LOETITL 6 Spiiiey B 6L, 2026 SibGLILIT 23 SisdTn) b sreiqifler ubbeifled Lphi@uleTT HSSIEND HEDOFEHD
BLSSWgl. 2026 asibui 10 siedrm eukiseebmelid, 2026 S1&GLILT 9 s 6&TESSSTENID HenLALDD (WhensW LMHTBSmeTS OSTLIHE & HenLOLDME; LSMITEUQTT,
&g, orsseoll NTGseb, 2 ssi 1ITGssWD, Gameur, MgevsneT HMID G &meqsi weflwer NTGssD Sydweuhenn Q& 2 eTeTLsEIg). B STEST LPHIGIQUIETT HSHSIEnD
Busen o Was (s <6 euTGaunLenT DB ; SienésssSlen Senené gl S Siembs LITsTe] LTeorGL (P& 2_enr WHMID HenneyenT SpHleTT. gy
SMEUST LIprh@IquileT bevedt, B euerd HIID EUDTLD, @5LedlLied, SHHMIEELE Seno&aT Hb LBeuH SiHBL0E) TTETTEYD WHILIGE) 2 eDIILMDHIIETT; SlenoéassHler euet 2 [flenoget
BuSGEHT Hmod sl Ak LGsHDMT. 2026 gysevl. 31 BleveurliLiy G Hlemed MBI IEIT (LT EDEUSHSHLILLLEI: SLOMT gIbLISE! BT6iTE VL&D GoHnflébenaaer eUDLILLL 60T, SieunHifed
BIHUSS! epedTn) LeTer] gbLISSTM) VL&D, SiBTeUS) 6T600TLIS) LieTer] HDILSEI BedIS 6X(ésnB, STésiIulLer; SmUdensbal Letef BrhLsSresoi® el sb ulLnéser Sl ssl L BTN
WlLSESL (B LED gébsenT 2 6enL & auprisliul (BeTerer; ugg LeTeafl HMHUSenSHE L&D Camilbenasdr Halenaiuie o_ererer; LFaer B Uetefl Lflerepstm| el sb Camflébensser
Birmefléaiu’Ler. @bdluneler erusensbhal GHs LTHILGESETETTEN LphiGad G(pésefle LHEeH &WéseEndd i BGL @geuenr eupeil i 2 _flenwaer sitidaiflébaiu’ Berarer
eredrmId, Birmefléaiu’L Ganfléanasd smemnid efers@d gyeneo Camilbamaunenbses asiflefdsi,. Geuesor@w, s L liquiter Guewenmui @ 2 fleno ungsnésiu.. GeuesorBLD
eredrmIb MBI GUII L&) Qe HlH 2_sei: LPhiGy. HTMLES HnIeuEThSEDSSTET oIS S LSS 6T Sp euer 2_flemiog &L euenpIULD SWéHs wHsHhH& SEUSmSHSI
VL&D erBumil; SiTH Syum gedtuAsl 2_saielq swfwiner S sHler S euaeuTH Feps 66T euem GLoETETTENS S LSHMELD LISleneorba) OL&D eBUML; OSTHBIL HSTEUSES Qb
LFLD LML,
KEY EXAM POINTS

« The third Regional Review Conference on Forest Rights Act implementation was held at Srinagar on 23 October 2026 by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs.
« It followed conferences at Bengaluru on 10 September 2026 and Kolkata on 9 October 2026, and covered Maharashtra, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Goa, Rajasthan and
Jammu and Kashmir.
« As on 31 August 2026 about 54 lakh claims had been received and 43.56 lakh or 80.64 per cent disposed of.
« 25.42 lakh titles have been distributed covering nearly 238 lakh acres; 10.45 lakh claims are pending and 18.13 lakh have been rejected.
« Habitat rights have been recognised for only 11 of India's 75 Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups.
« Central support: 25 lakh rupees per State for FRA mapping, 15 lakh rupees per Community Forest Resource Management Plan and 1 lakh rupees for technical support.
« Officials taking part included Javed Ahmed Rana, Anant Prakash Pandey, Samidha Singh and Mohd Mumtaz Ali.
* cuent 2_[flemiog FLL SIDETSED GNSHS CLPEITDTEUS) DETITL 6V Spiiey BTG 2026 SibGLILT 23 sietn) UbbHeHle Lphi@uieTT HESEIDD JEDDEFSESSTE) HLSHGLILLLE).
* 2026 eali_buy 10 ewrhigeans, 2026 21&GLILT 9 6&T60sSST NHTIBSHeTS OSTLIHE HEnLOLDDE); LSMINEQTT, GLInsd, Swnésell NrGseb, 2 s NITGCss&D, Gameur, TRevSM6T, LD
SM6QUST SpSlieuHenD 2_eTerL SIS,
* 2026 gymevl 31 Hleveuntig aomi 54 el &b Gamfléenaser OUDILL®, 43.56 el &b aigneug) 80.64 efpéan® STésiiulLeor.
* 25.42 el & Ll LM&seT HLLSSIL 238 L&D géasenT 2 aen éd euprhisliulBererer; 10.45 el &b Gamilbemaser Halemeuuisd, 18.13 el &b Binnaflésaliu’ (Berereor.
* @bHlwneller 75 BB UTHLILGEGETEMTET LIhIGINS Gpésefls 11 &péseEndd GG aumpai o_fleniwasr airmdsfléaii Berereor.
* el 2_ge: euerr 2 flemind FLL euedILLSHDS NBHSHDES 25 VLD CHUMIL, EeN6eUTH Felps 6u6DT euem Bloemesureniod SILSSHMHGSD 15 el aib epLMil, OSMOHILL pSTeHE 1 LD
erpLIMLLI.
* @nBeusd SiBI0E M6OTT, Si6evTbS LATasTEN LNesorGL, SUST S, (P&HLOG! (POSTY 168l SpEAGWINT LikiGaEHmeTT.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Forest Rights Act The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006, enacted as Act No. 2 of 2007
eueor 2_[flemiog &L 1D and brought into force on 31 December 2007, with the Rules notified on 1 January 2008
uliguwied Lipra@iquieon wpmib im unmbufi euesteundlaer (uetr 2_[flemioser SikiSsib) sLLib, 2006; 2007-Glb SyevoTqeT 2-S4ib FLLLIOME
Buppiu’ @ 2007 sibui 31 sietm S1oRIGES aubssl; eldledr 2008 geoteufl 1 sieotm snfleldbasiu’L et

Union Minister of Tribal Affairs Shri Jual Oram
Q6T LIPTEIGIQUIEDTT HEVSHIEDD SNEDIDEFT B ggeeueh QD

Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups India has 75 such groups, identified on criteria of a pre-agricultural level of technology, a stagnant or declining population, extremely
B &HS LTI ESer LGS 56 low literacy and a subsistence economy; the category was earlier called Primitive Tribal Groups

BhHuneie) @ésemail 75 & (pbs6T 2_6TereT; GeuaTeiTeniodd (Whensil SMAOEIL Hene, Gohidil H60E! GeDDILD SSETOSTENS,
1l&& Genmbhs eT(RSSM6Y WHMID EUTDEUTSTT ELMIHETTSMID &I SiqLILDL Serled SIEDLILITETD SHMETOTILLL 6D6); (LP6DTL| LILPELOWITET
LIPHIGIGE GQEEET 6T6TN] HDPSHSILLL ]
Community Forest Resource Under Section 2(a) of the Forest Rights Act, the customary common forest land within the traditional or customary boundaries of a
&6PS CUETT GUATID village to which the community had traditional access
sueor 2 fflemioé &L gHledr Lifley 2()-@ebr S, Qb SMiogBledr LMTDLIFILI SiEVEVE) EULPSHEBLOMEIT CTEIENESSET 266N, FAPBSSINES
umroufluions Sigunise) Qbhe EUPSSLTET EILINE) 6T Hlevld
Dharti Aaba Janbhagidari Utkarsh Abhiyan A Ministry of Tribal Affairs campaign for saturation of welfare schemes in tribal areas, named after Bhagwan Birsa Munda who is
518 2pun QeSS &_Saiel sufwnet known as Dharti Aaba
LGyl UGS seTle) HoSSIL L hisener (P(QEMIDWINGES AFLILBSSIUSHETET LIHIGIQUIETT HSEIenD SieninésasHer NTssmb; Hidl
HUIT 6T60TM)| SEDPSSILIBLD LiSeUTeDT LNT&T (pesor_mefledr QLILITTE) SeDDSBILILL &)
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A vepium

Directorate of Vigilance and Anti-Corruption raids government offices across Tamil Nadu ahead of Deepavali and detects about 1.59 crore rupees,

roughly 95 per cent of it in suspicious digital transactions
Suneuerllemit (Wedteull B SOPHTGB (P(QEUSID T8 SieIEueSRISETE 2eripsd HBLIL LHMID SHeToTHMeDllLSsemD Bwisssn Cansener BL&S st 1.59 Gaq. epLTemILIS
&eTUTLIIba5I; SiFled siomi 95 efpsaen® shCsESSHNGIIL lsTeTen) Lisvorl LflombmhigeT

The Directorate of Vigilance and Anti-Corruption of Tamil Nadu conducted simultaneous surprise checks at government offices across the districts of the state on 23 October 2026,
working with District Inspection Cell officials. Reports placed the number of offices covered at between forty three and forty five. The drive was timed ahead of Deepavali, which falls on
Sunday, 8 November 2026, and such checks are routinely carried out before Pongal, the New Year and other festivals in response to complaints about gifts and bribes being given to
officials and staff. The total amount detected was one crore fifty nine lakh eighteen thousand and thirty one rupees. Of this, eight lakh twenty one thousand seven hundred and fifty
rupees was unaccounted cash and one crore fifty lakh ninety six thousand two hundred and eighty one rupees was in suspicious Google Pay and other Unified Payments Interface
transactions, so that roughly ninety five per cent of the detected amount was digital rather than cash. The offices covered included the Block Development Offices at Adyar and
Mylapore in Chennai, the Ponneri municipality office in Tiruvallur district, the Dindigul corporation office, the Paramakudi municipality office in Ramanathapuram district and the district
town and country planning offices at Erode and Pudukkottai, along with offices at Devakottai in Sivaganga, Melur in Madurai, Chinnamanur in Theni and Chengam in Tiruvannamalai.
The types of office covered went well beyond block development offices and municipalities to include government hospitals, panchayat offices, town panchayats, offices of the
Directorate of Town and Country Planning and offices of Deputy Directors of Health Services.
SOWPHTG 2arip6h HBLIL LOHMID &HevorsHTevofllLGgienn wibasad, 2026 sisGLIUT 23 sietm), wreul L syl ifley siflsnflaebLer @enetonbg), WMHlesEer Le el Lkisafls) 2_aTer
Sirs eGS0 QCT CrIdle Hliers GsngenarameneT BHLSHLIF. CoMHmeT HLESSILLL SiQIeISHISH6TT 6Tetoretnllébens HMDLSE! CLOTNI (LS HIHLSEDSHE] 6UEDT 6TeiTm]
aaliflaen azflefsser. 2026 pHeubLiT 8 @muihmibelipemnio euwh Sumeuefleniu (erefl ® Sbsé Cansener bLSSILLLF); SiFlanflaer wHnIb 2l iiaeEnseL Lflesebh eebspd
QUPRISLILGEIE GUISS LSMTHemeT SBS, OLNTRISED, LSSTeor® 2_aTerfll L Lstorg enssEhoHé (LT B&s56naHil GFTSHenarsa aUpSHHINS HLSSLILBSTDET. SHeTorL ML L OLTS5E
a5Tems Qb Gy LIDLGASTETLS] L&D LFlasTLmuimbd lugesn cpumi. e oG Lsb Susasmmuimb erBIHNI BOLS) LML SHe&HEe) eUINS LTNonsaD, Qb Gsg.
IbLIg| VL&D NesoremmHOIOMUITD SHBETHNI T6sTLSOSNH BNl FHECHSSSNGIIIL sn.G6T Gu HMID 19D QBhSmetbS Lisvor Lufliombm el (sl uflionboriisemaa|d Sbbhseor;
eTeuT@6u ST MWL EFMTensuleh siomT eEMesTEnTHeDHE efl(R&HSN(B Lstoions @eeoe LlsTersm) euqeils) Bbhsgl. GFNsemeT HLASILLL SiQialeshisefls ageaTener
SienLWITm) OHMID ufeomi,T e’ 8 e euemi&d] SigieueshISET, HHeusTeab el LD aLTeTGe HSIT & SiieuesD, HesurBoHse) NHSINL & SQI6IESLD, TIOBHISLTD
e’ L UMo&SLS HeITLS Sigleussid, FEINE LHMID LgI&EGET enL eIl h&T 2eTenlolil HEIEUESHISET, feushiens el L GHauGasm enL, waienT wreulL b G, Gseofl
eIl LD SedTeTognIT, HlHeues 6MEV LOMEULLLD QFMHIGID Spall BLhisefled 2616 SIEUSHHIGEBLD SHLTRIGD. GFTHEMEITES 2_6T6NT6e0r AQIEUVS EUMSHEHET erTiTLdl GOt
QAT 6] HIQIEUESRIGET LOMMID HEHITLH&HEHEHE SIILIMED, HT8 LOIBSSICUDDETEHET, LenTTL &l HQICUESRIGET, GLEBITL A6, HeT Sarenioll] SWibsHssE60T HQICIESRISET OHMID &|6eevor
BUSSHT &STHMIL LIEolo6T SIQIEUEISMHIGET 6U6OIT [H600TL 60T,

KEY EXAM POINTS

« The Directorate of Vigilance and Anti-Corruption conducted simultaneous surprise checks at about 43 to 45 Tamil Nadu government offices on 23 October 2026.
« The drive was timed ahead of Deepavali, which falls on Sunday, 8 November 2026.
« The total amount detected was 1,59,18,031 rupees.
« Of that, 8,21,750 rupees was unaccounted cash and 1,50,96,281 rupees was in suspicious Google Pay and UPI transactions — about 95 per cent digital.
« Offices covered included the Adyar and Mylapore Block Development Offices, Ponneri and Paramakudi municipalities, the Dindigul corporation and the Erode and Pudukkottai town and
country planning offices.
« Government hospitals, panchayat offices, town panchayats and offices of Deputy Directors of Health Services were also covered.
* 2026 2xGLmui 23 oietm) SUPHILIG6T SlomT 43 (pHe 45 sirs: sigleueshisefled 2amped HBLIL LOHMID Setoremeillissienn SuisssD QGr Crrsdle Flicié Gsngener HLSSLIS!.
* 2026 peubLir 8 @muihmibalpenio euwbd Sumeeflenwt (ereofll G Sbsé Gansenet BLAHSLILLL &I
* sevoLMWiILL L 6Lonss asmems 1,59,18,031 emumil.
* 218led 8,21,750 erpumils sevoréeled eung Levond; 1,50,96,281 epuni sb85858D@IL sa.@er Gu wHmib UPI ufllonhmraser — siont 95 efpésan® ieteram) elgeled.
* iDL, uleomliT a8 Qe euemi&s] SigieueshIGET, QLTETGETT, LTo&@L. ST &6, HetorBése) wnhsI g, FCIM®, LgISGHTenL HET eTenloli] SIQIEUSRISET
BENHEmenTéE 2_eenmaleor.
* DTS LOBSHICUDEDETSHET, eI SAIEUeVSBTIGHET, CLLHITLAS6T, FHleweoor BWISSHI SFSMSMIL LIlls6T SIQIeUashiSEbD CFTseanersd 2 eTemmeler.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Directorate of Vigilance and Anti-Corruption The anti-corruption agency of the Government of Tamil Nadu, constituted in 1964 and headed by a Director who is an officer of the
a6 HBLIL| LHNID SEETHTELILSEIEOD BUSHEHD rank of Director General of Police; it investigates offences under the Prevention of Corruption Act
BONPHNH Sirdletr 2eripeh HBLIL HmieuesTd; 1964-B6b SiemosSUILILL§); HTEUDSIEND Senavenlo BUISSHT Hleneuleh 2_eTem &
Bubenle senaenouled AFWLBADE); 2eriped SEBLILE FLLSS6T S eudld GhDhseer efemflébang

Prevention of Corruption Act The Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988, which replaced the Prevention of Corruption Act of 1947 and was last substantially
2mmipe) HBLILEF FLLLD amended in 2018
2ampe) HBLILEF &L.LID, 1988; 1947-g41b opevor® 2emipeh HBLILE &L Sems wmbrlig); 2018-@eb senLdlwns aufiu sierellsd HpSsIL L8]
Deepavali 2026 Sunday, 8 November 2026
2026 Suneuerf] 2026 meubLif 8, @nuibHmibalpenio
Unified Payments Interface Areal time payment system launched in 2016 and operated by the National Payments Corporation of India, which was set up in
SO Levors Lflonbn emLpaid 2008 under the aegis of the Reserve Bank of India and the Indian Banks' Association

2016-@eb egmLhIsILLL HaspGHT uevor Lfliombm siemioliy; 2008-Q6 bhFlw iflsiel eurhid HMID BHSHIW eurhidlser shissSHer psmeaied
siemsaiu’L SbHw Gadlw uesors uflonhné sP&ss55To QussILBEADE
Lokayukta in Tamil Nadu The Tamil Nadu Lokayukta was constituted in 2018 under the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013, as a separate anti-corruption
SO IG60 Boonds SpWEST ombudsman for the state
@Geonéuimed HmId G Spubsnéser &L, 2013-Qebr &b, wnHlevddhsaenr seufl 2erpsd sBLIL HBaUTTS SOPHTE Gevné puiést 2018-
Beh siemEHBLILLLE]
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DEFENCE & NATIONAL
I ungsniy & G

| 05 YIIINY
Indian Navy announces the Indo-Pacific Regional Dialogue 2026 for 3 to 5 November at New Delhi, on the theme of science, technology and academic
cooperation, with participants from eighteen countries
sifleliied, OFMAlEHILID HMID &H606l RSsIemIOLIL] eTeid SbLIaLNbeTled, LFlaer B Hrdsefler LRkGSHLL 60T, HeubLIT 3 (1 euemT Lgl SHlevedlufleh memLaumid SbGsm udiis
Lo6voTL 60 26w ed 2026-g @hSHws sLhLenL JBess5s)

The Indian Navy announced on 23 October 2026 that the Indo-Pacific Regional Dialogue of 2026, its apex level international annual outreach conference, will be held from 3 to 5
November 2026 at the Manekshaw Centre in New Delhi. The National Maritime Foundation is the Navy's knowledge partner and the principal organiser of the conference. The theme
for this edition is Science, Technology and Academic Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific, in which the word science is taken to cover the physical, life and social sciences. Maritime
practitioners, scientists, academics, policymakers and experts from eighteen Indo-Pacific countries will take part. The programme has five professional sessions, on academic
networks, research and human capital development; on maritime situational awareness and the protection of critical maritime infrastructure; on oceanographic science and climate
resilience; on collaborative ocean governance and maritime resilience; and on transformative maritime technologies and their dual use implications. There are two special sessions:
Perspectives from the Flag Bridge, in which former naval chiefs of India and Sri Lanka will speak on leveraging the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium, and Sahyog Ka Samvaad, an
ambassadorial interaction. Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh will deliver the Commemorative Address on the second day, 4 November 2026, and Shri Jitendra Singh, Minister of State
with Independent Charge for Science and Technology, will deliver a special address. The conference is set in the context of the Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative, which the Prime Minister
announced at the fourteenth East Asia Summit at Bangkok in November 2019 and which has seven interconnected maritime lines of thrust, and of India's MAHASAGAR maritime
vision.
BhHws sLpuemL 2026 216GLUT 23 60T, Heotgl 2 wifiol' L sTeuGsHEs petor® OSMLIL wmbm_ner SbGsm Ll wetor_e 2_enmwined 2026, 2026 Heubui 3 (&6 5 euemr Lgi
Hlebadlufled 2_6iTer LOTEIETENGT emDWISEED HewLOLMID 6TedT) SirflefliSss). CodlL HLeLEMT ADSSLLemeT SLDHLEHL U 1fleys SIEnETTTEUTTHED LOMBITL LG 6T (PSHETEMLD GIHLINL L TEMIMEHED
2_eiteng). @bl LS swlauTme SbCsm uANS LGHulsh sirflefiied, asMALEIL LD WHID Sebell RSsienYLL; Bl snfelieh et agme Swiniiuled, 2 ulfluied LHMID Feps
sinlelwiesener 2_eTaTL&&IWsTas astaeriLBADs. uHaer G SbGsm Lfils BnBsemens Gaibs SLEOEMT Hievor &6, HmlefiieoneTiser, HeelineTiseT, O&TeTens cUESLILITETT &HeiT
oHNID eUELIBITS6T LkiGaDUNTSeT. Blapsd] BiTedled obs ASMPIPenn ST sHeT 2_6TaTer: &6e eUEnaLIENLOLILISET, HTMLEH wHMID el euer GDLN®; sLedemT Hleney
eNPIiLjevorieY LOHMID (LPESSNIDTETT SHLEDETT 2_6TsL L enlolifer LTS, sLedlle sinfleiiied wHmb sreflenesd SThiGS 6T, snl (Bmey SHL6D SHEHEDLD HMID SLEVSTT SThiGH eI,
LOMHMID SHID SHLELSTT OBHMPlELHILLIhIGET HMID SieunHniledr @i emL Ll LT (B efleneneyser. @Tetor® Ay Siofeyser 2 _etener: @bAHW HNID Sevrbienauledt (edTeTTeT HLNHLIEHL &
HEDEEUTEHET @HHII ALBRIGLED SHLDHUDLES SHSSIThenSH LILOTUESSI05 SPiSsI Cusid asMqiLTeSSHedmhs LMTeneuseT Hiofe), HMID SSH 6T HebhEenTwnBD sanGuins &t
SbeUTS SOF6). LTSS Siemo&ET H TMRmHNS i @resormb mremmeor 2026 meubuy 4 SiedTm) HleneotalenT apbmieun; snfledied wHmid esmilemi LsSnhaTer seofll auTmIL
Benevoneniodsy S LCHAT Akt Anlijenr pnHmieuy. 2019 peaubufled UMkiIBTSES HewLaUHD LHleTeTaTeus HipdHe & 2 &4 nprlige sl snelss, e QeTmlensoombs
sLevEn (eirenflemind CanBaenens asmesor. @bGsm LS aLERsLeD (Wetuwwhd wHnibd SbHuneler wansnsl sLesnT Criée gpdweunner ereremnlluis) Sbs wMbrH
SIEDLOHSIETETE).

KEY EXAM POINTS

« The Indo-Pacific Regional Dialogue 2026 will be held from 3 to 5 November 2026 at the Manekshaw Centre, New Delhi.
« It is the Indian Navy's apex level international annual outreach conference; the National Maritime Foundation is knowledge partner and principal organiser.
« Theme: Science, Technology and Academic Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific, with participants from eighteen Indo-Pacific countries.
« Five professional sessions and two special sessions — Perspectives from the Flag Bridge and Sahyog Ka Samvaad.
« Rajnath Singh delivers the Commemorative Address on 4 November 2026; Jitendra Singh delivers a special address.
« The Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative was announced by the Prime Minister at the fourteenth East Asia Summit at Bangkok in November 2019 and has seven lines of thrust.
* MAHASAGAR stands for Mutual and Holistic Advancement for Security and Growth Across Regions.
* @Csm LIS evoTL 60 2_emmwimed 2026, 2026 meubLT 3 (WL 5 euemiT g Fle0edl LMEIETENT EDLDLISSED HEnLALIMID.
* 85 @bFHws sLhUenLUleT 2 Wil L sTeuGss evor® aSTLIY nbi®; CaAL SLEOETT SMéaLLeneT rfleys slemevoreu LOHMID (PSEITEMLD erHLITL LT .
* s@UeLNGeT: HCsT LAIE LGHuleh anflelwied, asmAEI LD WHNID s6el @siemipiL); uHaer G SbGsm LANS HTBS6T LkGHhHEeTmeoT.
* @hgl OBMPledpemm SivFeyseT HMID BTetor® AL HoTeys6T — &M LILTSEeNHHE LMTenauseT HMID FaMEWING &M FDeuNs.
* 2026 meulbLiT 4 it TTRHTS &t Hlenevteyeny DDA ; HCHHAT &y Aplijenr SpHOISDMT.
* @5CsT UG aLBRIBLE (WeTipwndenut 2019 meubLifle) LMhiGTSEED HenLaUDHD LHeTeareug) Hipdd apd 2 &6 wnpriige Wrsiol smflelssmT; e e weraifleniod CanBasr
©_6iTeIeoT.
* EMFNSIT eTeiLg) LNTMbSIhIGET (P(QEUSID UNGISTIL LOHMID EUETTFSAHSMEIT LT HMID (LP(QEDLOWITET (WTGETHMID 6TEITLIEDSS GSMEHELD.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Indo-Pacific Regional Dialogue The Indian Navy's apex level annual international conference, begun in 2018, with the National Maritime Foundation as knowledge
B5B8sm LALNS LDETITL 6V 2_eWTIWIML6D partner
BbHuws sLpuenLuiedr 2 wifl L en® sTeuGse wibn®; 2018-Qeb asMLmslLlLg); CaflL HLEETT beLLener Sileys Slenevoreul
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Krishna Swaminathan, the twenty seventh Chief of the Naval Staff, who assumed charge on 31 May 2026
HLNHUDL S HEDEMIDS SETLS aiIL1lmed S peigetom saumimnseT; SpuUsGapnaus) sLDLNLS Heneeniod semudl; 2026 G 31 st auTmIGUDDMT
MAHASAGAR Mutual and Holistic Advancement for Security and Growth Across Regions, India's maritime vision announced in 2025 as the
DSTENST successor to SAGAR, Security and Growth for All in the Region
T SWIrkIGET (LO(QEUSID LIMHISMIL 1HDID EUETTEAGESMEIT LIT6uLT LoMMID (L(Qemiowiner (Wwedt@earhmid; 2025-@6b amfleféasiuL
SpHwneler sLeen Crnéd; NrmbEHwssled H@ID LMGISILID T&EID 6TEmID ifleor OSMLTEFA
Indian Ocean Naval Symposium A voluntary initiative of the navies of the Indian Ocean littoral states, launched by India in 2008, with its inaugural edition at New
ShHw LGRS SLHUOLSE SHSSITHE Delhi

BHHwl LGRS SoTCWNT HNEs6TeT SLhLmLS6T6T SeTemmiey (Wetwwind; 2008-Q6 @bFwimeuned OFMLRGLILLLE!; OSTL &L
udliy Ug) Hlebedlulleh BHewLOLDDE)

Manekshaw Centre A convention centre of the Indian Army at New Delhi, named after Field Marshal Sam Manekshaw, India's first Field Marshal
LOMTG160TERGIT EMLOLLILD U8l $evedlufieh 2_eter EbSl mremieusFHedt MBILE emiowwid; SbEuIneedr (s So6vL Lo DITEOT &TLD efledT OLWITTED
SiEDLOSSLILILL S|
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ECONOMY & INTERNATIONAL
I eUINBeTTSMILD & FTeu@HeD

A HarD
Thirtieth meeting of the Financial Stability and Development Council, chaired by the Union Finance Minister, reviews risks from the artificial
intelligence boom and rising global bond yields and takes up a Financial Sector Cyber Security Strategy
Qe [H8) siemioésifletr Hemevemiouied mewLaUHD HlF Hlemevsgettenio HmID GobU (B &eyeitdledler (PLILSTEIS] fnl LID, QFUIHEMS MHieTureoomie)| 6N(Q&l LMHMID £ WD 266
uSAHT eueuTLSeTTE) erHLBL SLisemer yiiey O1&LgI HlHlSHsenn Senevonull LTSS 2 _SHlemi 6T(BS5ISHST60TL &

The thirtieth meeting of the Financial Stability and Development Council was held at New Delhi on 23 October 2026 under the chairmanship of the Union Minister for Finance and
Corporate Affairs, Smt Nirmala Sitharaman. Those present included Shri Sanjay Malhotra, Governor of the Reserve Bank of India; Shri Tuhin Kanta Pandey, Chairperson of the
Securities and Exchange Board of India; Shri Ajay Seth, Chairperson of the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India; Shri K. Rajaraman, Chairperson of the
International Financial Services Centres Authority; Shri S. Ramann, Chairperson of the Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority; Shri Jayanti Prasad, Whole Time
Member of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India holding additional charge as its Chairperson; Dr V. Anantha Nageswaran, Chief Economic Adviser; and Shri Sanjay Bahl,
Director General of the Indian Computer Emergency Response Team. The Council discussed macro financial stability risks arising from geopolitical uncertainty, the boom in artificial
intelligence and a sharp rise in global bond yields. It took up fintech innovation and the tokenisation of financial and other real world assets, a Financial Sector Cyber Security Strategy
prepared by an inter ministerial group, the protection of critical information infrastructure and cyber security preparedness in Regional Rural Banks, domestic investment and capital
flows through the Guijarat International Finance Tec-City International Financial Services Centre, digital know your customer procedures for non resident Indians and foreign portfolio
investors, and the scaling up of digital public infrastructure through the Account Aggregator framework and the Unified Lending Interface with a focus on micro, small and medium
enterprises. It also considered reducing the cost of financial intermediation and rationalising credit guarantee schemes. On unclaimed assets the Minister pressed for faster refunds of
unclaimed bank deposits, dividends, shares, post office accounts, insurance and pension funds, and noted the progress of the Your Money, Your Right campaign. She asked that the
Council meet at more frequent and fixed intervals.
B8 Hemevgseitemio HMID Gobum’ (B seyeiTdledler (PLILSTeus) snl LD, 2026 SisGLIUT 23 sietm) Lig) $levedluled, e Bl oHmb sMiiLGTL efleusmrhser enoésl Slmwd Bifeor
EFMIMDET HeWeVEMLOUTED BHEDLELIDHNEI. HevbgIeISBTetTLuTserled @bl Maiel eurhic SpEbBBT S Feraill weGaDTHIT; b udSamiser wHmD ufleussener aunfliig seveveu S
slarlr &g LmesorGL; @bl sl @ eueisnbn whnib Gbu @ SyeneiLs senoeul S gl s, s1aiGses HFHF Baenel EDIDWIHISHET SHeneTTLS Henaeul S Gs.
megnmoedT; uiendlul I QoraismHmn HMID GLTLH eneuoTLs Seneeul Sb erev. mmoestor; @bl Heumed wHmIb apmqll] eunflussler wCrr 2_nifermns Smbhe HeneoeuT
euTDIIEDLILID &n(BBH6VNS euAGSID b Luibd 19TsTsH; Henevemioll ALINIHETTSTT CeNesT (Weneotaul 6. siehs BTEsevauTeT; BhH Hevoflefl siusTElene LSlevafliis &pefsr
HWeVEno BWIHSHT b FEHF LTe) SpAGWIMT SiLhiGeuT. Lellsm sirdled HFsuIoHm SeiTenio, OFWINHeMs Histuretoniley eT(édl LHMID £ csemmeii USHT eurbeumbiseTfled erbuLL
S [JEDLOWITETT 2_WIT6)| SpeieubrleShbal 6T aumD B1F Henegseten Lisemer sejsdled eleundsssl. HFs smPlemI LI USsMésid whnId B wnnid WD Bl 2 ess
Q858 IB6f60T CLISSHEMSELID, HNEDIOFF&HHISHEDHSHES SenL GILIeT G (Reured SWNSSILLL HSgienn Senevonull UTSISTILY 2§, (WHELIDTET S5H616 2 6TalLenlolifler Ungismiy
LOHMID L6TUTL 6L 26T eurhiGefled @emevornill LTSS SLMTHlene, GQINs erauCss HF bans sieuGses HHé Gseneu emloWId eubling 2 eTHIL®B (WHeSE HMID BT QLLLD,
aeueflBn@ eunlp SbHuwiiser wHmIb eeuefBILG (PSS LT &SEBHSSTE LO6ITETEm) QUMYSEDSILITTT SMSH6) HEnL(PEDDEST, LHOID GO, AN, BBSST HinieueThseeT (WeiTellnSs
HUHGSS ST HLLenLIL| HMID QHhSenemnhs HL60T BenL (P& euPlng leTeram) aLng 2 aslLenolienu efiflansgeug) sydaunenn 88 erBssIeesTeorLgl. B
BDLEHTGE 050G GeDMLILF| DHMID HLEIT 2_SFHTEUTSHS S LI U1 uGSHBMeuns & @&BIS&ID LNFNSsE. GaEMIILLIG QETSEIseT OSTLILTS, GHMILILLNG curhis oIS,
LrigfleonLirhigelr, Lki@ael, SLTeD [Fleneviid semd@se, sMSE whmib elendi Hdlsener eflsnreunss SGbLd SHHEUSHES AeMEST cuediyniSH), 2 _rhiseT LD, 2 mhiseT 2_flenio
UirésnosHleon (eTGeTHnSemsHs GSBIILLNT. HeyeiTdled Sigéslq, Hiieouissiu’ L Qe aeauafsefle snl Gouetor®iD eretm| sieui CaLl (BEHasHMesorL.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« The thirtieth meeting of the Financial Stability and Development Council was held at New Delhi on 23 October 2026, chaired by Nirmala Sitharaman.

« Attendees included RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra, SEBI Chairperson Tuhin Kanta Pandey, IRDAI Chairperson Ajay Seth, IFSCA Chairperson K. Rajaraman and PFRDA Chairperson S.
Ramann.

« Risks discussed: geopolitical uncertainty, the artificial intelligence boom and a sharp rise in global bond yields.

« Agenda items included tokenisation of real world assets, a Financial Sector Cyber Security Strategy, and cyber security preparedness of Regional Rural Banks.

« The Council took up digital KYC for NRIs and foreign portfolio investors, and scaling the Account Aggregator framework and the Unified Lending Interface with an MSME focus.

« The Minister pressed for faster refunds of unclaimed assets and noted progress of the Your Money, Your Right campaign.

« She asked for FSDC meetings at more frequent and fixed intervals.

* 58 Hlenedseitenio HMID Gobu’ @ seyeitdlededr (lLSTEUS) snl LD 2026 Si&GLILT 23 Sietm) Lgl Hlebeduied Biifoeon EBnioesr Heneenioulsh HenLALDDE.

* flsmel eurkish SH@BBIT FEhsi LOGCRDTHIT, 6151 Seneveul HQfleT &nbs LnesorGL, QLM semeveul sigll G5, IFSCA semeveui Gs. mmgmmosst, PFRDA gemeveur ereiv. mmoetor Spe@wimy
&60H8)E\ETETOTL6UTIT .

* efleungésiul L @Liser yellsnT simdlwed Héswionmn Setemlo, AswnHens Hietoretoie) er(péd), 2 606 USHT eubeumiseTle) &niTenLOWITET 2_uITe).

* flg 2 ad asnsaisafllen GLISSHTESD, HHoHeIenn SenemLll LTSS 2 S8, edrLe 2ors eurhidlsefler Genevonl UTEHISMILS Swniflena Spelieney Hlspsd HiTedsd SLbaLmbmenr.

* aeuefiBn® et @blwiiser wHnib eeuelibT @ a6l Lenisebbser Wetaram KYC, @n dnl bBSsI Hneuemisaner (perteallnids seuiébes Sl sLLenloli HnIb QbhEeneabs
HL6T BewL (55608 efleuTéd@eug HpSlened 61(BSEISESMETEMLILILL 60T,

* GaniuLng asnggisemen eflewreunssd SHHOUS ST JNeno&sT euediynisS, £ ka6 Leid 2_hiser 2 flewio NrFsnrsHlenr (WwerGarhmsengd G L.

* 566iTHle) &Sl HiTeoulssIL L BenLaeuaflsefled sl GeuetorBLD ereiTm) Sieui G&L(BEEISTETTLT.

STATIC GK CONNECT

Financial Stability and Development Council A non-statutory apex body constituted in 2010 on the recommendation of the Raghuram Rajan Committee, chaired by the Union
B8 Hepasseitenio wHOID GbLM' G &eyeiTeled Finance Minister; its Sub-Committee is chaired by the Governor of the Reserve Bank of India
T@Imb Trge Ggefledr Lfibgienruis Guiflsd 2010-@6b siem&&ILLL FLLLALTaIOND 2 &8 Sienioli; Qi 5 sienioésT
Bemeenioulls) ASWILBEDSI; BT HlEneTid &(ReUHS SbHW fsiel eurhie SHEBHT HEDEEMID ShIGEADTT
Governor of the Reserve Bank of India Shri Sanjay Malhotra, who took office on 11 December 2024; the Reserve Bank of India was established on 1 April 1935 and
@hEw fafen euriue eI nationalised on 1 January 1949
B sepa1 ebGamnsm; 2024 sbui 11 st eummiGuUbDNT; @hHw fefel eurtis 1935 ertired 1 sisorm) Hmieu'iu’ G 1949 gereurfl 1
sied1m)| GO IDTEESILLL &)
Securities and Exchange Board of India Established in 1988 and given statutory powers by the SEBI Act of 1992; headquartered at Mumbai; its Chairperson is Shri Tuhin
@b usSrrseT HOID LfleuiSsener eumflwid Kanta Pandey, in office since 1 March 2025
1988-@6b HimieuliLi (B 1992-g4ib SyetorB 6151 L ST &L LI T61 HFSMTID QLDMS); (LIDemLUTe) HEDEEDIDILIHID; HeneveuT b Hiemler
&b UMesor@L, 2025 wnié 1 weed ugeluled
Account Aggregator A Reserve Bank of India regulated framework, operational since 2021, that lets an individual share financial data across institutions
SEHSS ST 1Y with consent
BhHw flefen eurhiiumed QuErGLBSSILLL, 2021 (&6 OFWIELT Q6 2_6TaT &L emIol]; QUSRI 6T BiFS Heeaiciamener
BinieueThisEh&E BenL G LhidL SigdésEns:

Chief Economic Adviser Dr V. Anantha Nageswaran, in office since January 2022, with his tenure extended to March 2027; the CEA heads the Economic
SEDEEDIOLI ELITTBETTSTT 24GOTEEHT Division of the Department of Economic Affairs and authors the Economic Survey
(Wemevteu el. Sienhg HTGaeveuredt; 2022 georeu (&b LseIuled, Lsefidsten 2027 wmiE euenr BrigdsiulLg); aunmenms efeusnTs
SlemuiledT LI N fleys&s S el Spilienel eT(GIAmMT
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HARD

Ministry of Steel data for the first half of 2026-27 shows crude steel output at 85.1 million tonnes and finished steel consumption at 85.0 million

tonnes, with India a net importer of finished steel
2026-27 HlHWLINeTonq.6ir (0560 LTEISSHTET 6150 HWMIDEESHS HI6Y, HEE 61 2_MUSS 85.1 15l606OILIEIT L eITEITMEHD (LPIGEDM 6Ts+@ HisTe) 85.0 1il6beSliedr LeiTeornaeyLd
BolLenes &M BADE!; (Weyhm erfded @S Har @né@dwiney

The Ministry of Steel released performance data for the steel sector for the first half of the financial year 2026-27, covering April to September 2026, on 23 October 2026. Crude steel
production stood at eighty five point one million tonnes, a rise of two point nine per cent over the same period of the previous year; hot metal at forty eight point four million tonnes, up
two point seven per cent; and finished steel production at eighty two million tonnes, up four point one per cent. Alloy steel production was five thousand eight hundred and thirty four
point two thousand tonnes, a rise of thirty two per cent, while stainless steel fell three point five per cent to two thousand one hundred and twenty seven point seven thousand tonnes.
Finished steel consumption was eighty five million tonnes, up seven point six per cent, with September 2026 consumption at fourteen point four million tonnes, up seven point seven
per cent year on year. On trade, finished steel imports were four point one four million tonnes, up twenty three point eight per cent in quantity and worth forty three thousand six
hundred and ninety point one crore rupees, a rise of forty per cent in value; exports were three point five five million tonnes, up twenty six point two per cent, worth twenty eight
thousand two hundred and sixty three point seven crore rupees, up twenty eight point nine per cent. India was therefore a net importer of finished steel by quantity. The leading
sources of imports were China at thirty one point eight per cent, Korea at thirty one point one per cent and Japan at thirteen point five per cent, and the leading export destinations
were the United Arab Emirates at fourteen point two per cent, Vietnam at thirteen point four per cent and Italy at nine per cent. Hot rolled coil and strip led both imports and exports. On
policy, the draft National Steel Policy Vision 2047 targets a crude steel capacity of six hundred and four million tonnes by 2047; MOIL recorded its highest ever first half manganese ore
output at zero point nine six million tonnes; one hundred and four producers have received Green Steel Certificates; and NMDC signed an agreement for the supply of regasified
liquefied natural gas to its Nagarnar pellet plant.
2026 griimed (psed asliLbuT euenguieoneor 2026-27 HSIINETOT6T (0HE0 LTSSHEHET 6T &S Sl QFWIOLT. B sTener, 2026 21HCLILT 23 Si60TN) 6T:@ SNenEEHID aeueflui’Lg). HFam
61%@® 2_MUSH eTevoTLIS MBI el eiTn) 16l606Siedr Ledteomnas @bhaEl, (Whemsil hetorqelr 26 sredens il @etor® Letefl eitLg) ef(pssn® 2 wife); @Lrer 2_Gansd
BIDHUSESL B Leerl Hedtg Lilevedliedt LedT, @mesor® Leerl erip eflpésn® 2 Wiie); (aeybm 6@ 2 Husd eerLsSneson® Wlebedledr LedT, BTeiTd LeTefl @ermi eésn® 2 _wifey.
&6 6T%@ 2 HuSHS euInuiTés) eresoremmbm (WLILSS! HreTe Leterl Sretor® Spuiid Leireomns, (wlLSSHreso® eflpésn® 2 Wibss!); SGUIGESTS 6@ cpetn Leef obg elwssn®
&ewmibgl @resormuirss BIHN SwmusGs(g LeTefl e pulmb Lerems Smbag!. (LI9eYD 6T EIST6) ereiLbensbsi Lilebedlier LeoT, ar(p LeTafl 9pm) eflpéen® 2 wiey; 2026
QELILIDLT BIST6| LFleTTeind LeTer] HreiTd Wlevedeir LeiT, S4etor(Bé@ Sbetor® a1 Ueel a1 efpésn® e—wiie). eusllasdle, (e 6@ Snéewd B UeTefl ern) HreTe
lebeSliedT Letr, Sieneled BBuUSE! ceitm) Lesterl el B el(Réan® 2 wiiey, Sy Hrhuss cpeumuinss SMIETHNI eETesoTanTn) Lsefl eeotm Gsma. epumil, il prbus elwéssn®
2_wifey; emmiod) cwedtm) Lear] eobg) eibs Wlevedlwiedr LedT, @mussm Ueteafl @retor® el(pdbsn® 2 wiiey, H Srpuseaseiomeomuirss SmEBTHn SNUsS cwern) Uetefl e Gamg
epunil, Suses B Yerefl Qetug eflpéan® 2 uwife). erarGeu sierellsdr siqlienLuiesd (Waybm 6r.ds bHn Hlar @néeodnenns Smhss. dnés@wdule (WaeiTenio
BMIhRISET 60T (WLILGESTETN) Lerer] 616 eXlipdsn(®, asmilum (liLgasmermn) Leefl Qerm eflpésn(®, gLt ugleepern) Leter gba) efpssn®; waetenlo anmiogl brBasT
weAL a1 SuSTsD uHemen@ el @resor® efl(dban®, efiwi bmb udlerepstm Letefl Breie eléssn®, 5sm60 Qetug) efl(&aen®. ELTe 2 BLLILL &MHeT WHMID L enL
Bné&Eind wHnIb anniod) STeinqaib (PeTeflena euESSsI. Qser flev. 16| GHHIL 6T eEHMeTens Crné@ 2047, 2047-94b SpetoTBHGET HMMIBTOMI H6TE LoleveSlieoT
L6IT BEET 61 FHnenert evsanamd aonesorBerengl; MOIL serg) eriGuigib eveuns sietelle) siFlaula (e L wimksefs g 2 Husslenwt Wheluib LeTef 6eTLIS Spm) LleveSLIesT
Letteoall Uy O\FLSS!; BTHDI BHIETS 2_HUSEUITETTSHET LGEmID 6T:+@ Fnedmlspaenerl aubmieTereny; NMDC $601&) BISIHIT 2 (HetoTenL. Seneud@ LeTeumueundaLilL L Slreu
Bunens enfleuny euphGaUSHSTET QULHSSH 6 DSOS LS.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« For April to September 2026, crude steel production was 85.1 million tonnes, up 2.9 per cent, and finished steel production 82.0 million tonnes, up 4.1 per cent.
« Finished steel consumption was 85.0 million tonnes, up 7.6 per cent; September 2026 consumption was 14.4 million tonnes, up 7.7 per cent.
« Alloy steel output rose 32.0 per cent to 5,834.2 thousand tonnes while stainless steel fell 3.5 per cent to 2,127.7 thousand tonnes.
« Imports of finished steel were 4.14 million tonnes, up 23.8 per cent, worth 43,690.1 crore rupees, up 40.0 per cent in value.
« Exports were 3.55 million tonnes, up 26.2 per cent, worth 28,263.7 crore rupees, up 28.9 per cent; India was a net importer of finished steel by quantity.
« Top import sources: China 31.8 per cent, Korea 31.1 per cent, Japan 13.5 per cent. Top export destinations: UAE 14.2 per cent, Vietnam 13.4 per cent, Italy 9.0 per cent.
« The draft National Steel Policy Vision 2047 targets 604 million tonnes of crude steel capacity by 2047; 104 producers hold Green Steel Certificates.
* 2026 glimed (&6L OSLILIDLIT 6U6DT HFET 6T+ 2_Hudd 85.1 6lebeSliiedr Ledr, 2.9 efl(péan(® 2 wifey; WLueybn 6@ 2 Husdl 82.0 iilebediiet Leir, 4.1 elpébsn( 2 wiie).
* WaHM 6@ mIsTe] 85.0 Wlebedlietr LedT, 7.6 efléan® 2 wifey; 2026 a&lLbUT HisTe| 14.4 1060edlwier LedT, 7.7 eflében® 2 wife).
* &eULlL 6T+ 2_Husd 32.0 eléan® 2 _wiihs 5,834.2 Huimb Lebr; siGLlgésns oo 3.5 eflpéban® Gewmbg 2,127.7 gyuinb Ledr.
* WeYhM 6@ Bné@Ld 4.14 Wlebeflwedr LedT, 23.8 eféen® e wifey; w iy 43,690.1 Gamq apumil, wHfe 40.0 afpéen® 2 wijey.
* eimog) 3.55 1lebedliwietr Ledr, 26.2 eXléan® 2 wifey; i 28,263.7 Gamq. epumil, 28.9 efpéan® 2 wijey; serelsr siqlienulsd Wiqeybm ers8ls @b BT @né@guiem].
* WaeiTemi BnéGod s Serm 31.8 eflsen@, asmflun 31.1 efwsen®, guner 13.5 efléan@. wsaeteno anhmiod HiBseT: gédiu simy suSTsb 14.2 efwéan®, efwlpmd 13.4
eflésn®, @356l 9.0 efléan.
* euenre)| GaHHIL 61°%@ QBMeTena Ghnée 2047, 2047-gyb etoTBHS6T 604 1516060ILIEI L6IT &HEET 6T@ Hnemerr eéanss aeneuBereng); 104 2 HUSHILMETTISET LIGemLD 6T FTeTmIBHLD
wumHmyeTeTeoTH .
STATIC GK CONNECT

India's rank in crude steel Second largest crude steel producer in the world after China
BEE 615860 QbSlwnellenr sreuflens Evmeys® S1BH8I 206 Bevorieug) Bl QUfli HEET 6@ 2 DHUSEWITETT

Union Minister of Steel Shri H. D. Kumaraswamy, who also holds the Ministry of Heavy Industries
RETIILI TGS HIEOD SNEMIDEFFT B 618. 19. GWNIENS); HOTTSS ASTHEVSET AHMIDEFFHSEDSIID EUSSADTT

MOIL Manganese Ore India Limited, a public sector undertaking under the Ministry of Steel with its headquarters at Nagpur, India's largest
MOIL Bimieueorid producer of manganese ore

wniseafs s1g @S HNIEUETD; 6T JienI&saSHT & 2_6en aUNFISSImD Hnieuetd; BHréfled senevenlowsid; Sbdlwimeder ool
ewrfl imhiset s Sngl 2 HuSSwimen
NMDC National Mineral Development Corporation, a public sector undertaking under the Ministry of Steel headquartered at Hyderabad,
NMDC Bimjeueorid India’'s largest iron ore producer; its Nagarnar steel plant is in Chhattisgarh
Bad Hevfllo BLIDLMTL[Bé HP&ID; 615G enDEEHSSHET EIp 26T ALNSHISHIEDD FIMNIEUETD; EHADSTTLITSE) HeMevenLOWISHD; SbSLimeesr
st e oL SMg 2 HUSSILITENT; HS6IT HISIBIT 6T@ Aewen F5S6va(fleh 2_6iensg)
Joint Plant Committee The body under the Ministry of Steel that compiles and publishes India's official steel production, consumption and trade statistics
&l (B 2HemS G BhHunelledt siFeMIlLLTe 6@ & Dusd, misTey WHNID euetoflell Lerer i 5 6) 58] QeueflLIBLD 67 SiemosasSSle Sip
2_6item SiemioLiL]
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Bl vepium

Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal inaugurates the corporate office of Sagarmala Finance Corporation Limited, India's first maritime sector non

banking financial company, which has disbursed 5,107 crore rupees
ShHneledr (pSeD HLELSTT Slewm eurhig SO H1) HIMIEUEITLONEIT FTSTLOMEVIT 6MLIEUTTET6N SMILILIGTaN 60T 65LOIAL L 1q60T FINIEIETT SIVIEUESHSHENS ETIIL HWIDEST FTLITETHS
GenBevrmeured QBMLhidleorm; @& 5,107 Gaig. eHUTemUI ULpMISL6TETS)

The corporate office of Sagarmala Finance Corporation Limited, described as India’s first dedicated non banking financial company in the maritime sector, was inaugurated at the
Institute for Studies in Industrial Development in New Delhi on 23 October 2026 by Shri Sarbananda Sonowal, Union Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways. The Minister said the
company plays a pivotal role in mobilising long term finance for port led development. The company is the renamed Sagarmala Development Company Limited and was registered as
a non banking financial company with the Reserve Bank of India on 19 June 2025. As on 30 September 2026 it had sanctioned eleven thousand five hundred and sixty three crore
rupees and disbursed five thousand one hundred and seven crore rupees, against a target of cumulative disbursements of sixty thousand two hundred and five crore rupees by the
end of the financial year 2030-31, contingent on equity support in line with Reserve Bank norms and on its debt to equity ratio. The Maritime Development Fund has two components.
The Maritime Investment Fund carries a Government of India contribution of up to nine thousand eight hundred crore rupees channelled through the company, must complete
registration with the Securities and Exchange Board of India as an Alternative Investment Fund by the end of November 2026, targets a first close of five thousand crore rupees in
January 2027, and has SBI Ventures Limited as its official fund manager. The Interest Incentivisation Fund supports the borrowing costs of eligible shipyards, has supported loans of
four thousand five hundred crore rupees and released about twenty five crore rupees in interest subvention, and operates the portal at www.iifmdf.in. The company also oversees the
Shipbuilding Development Scheme and the release and use of Sagarmala and National Maritime Heritage Complex funds.
sLevenT glewpuied SbSluwneledr psed Hevllds eurhid emum B HMIEU6DTD eT6dTn)| CUBHETNSSILBID FTSTLOTOVM oo6mL dreto SMILLGTEN60T 6SLAGILL 19607 HiMi6u6T SigieusvsD, 2026
266U 23 2iedrmy g Hlevedludled 2 eitem eBMlebgienn GoL @ yliieyser Hnieuersdle, Qe glennwahiser, sl Gurs&eurds LHmID Bieublaer senodar S FTuTeThs
BenGevTmeuTeLed OBMLMAIGLILLL ). HleDDLPs Ul eueTi&dse HeorL sne Hidlenwsd S Beudled Sibs HmeetTd (&AL LIki@ cudbSns) ereiTn) Senoda snmleor. b Hnieued
SMSITLOMEVN GIL6U6VLIELD6TOTL HibeILIeuf] 6SBIAIL L Iq 60T omiefi iul L euqeud; 2025 g9t 19 siettm @Sl flsiel eurbisluiled eurbid smom Bl Eimieueotonsl ufle aswwiu’Lg). 2026
eetiLibui 30 Hleveuriiuig Sigl uSaeTomuinTss eLbETHN HMLUSS cpsdtm Gy apUTen QLIS ieflds), umnirss BTH e GHmg. apUTenw auprhideteng); 2030-31
Bélwinesong et @niFlé@er HMUSTUITSE SmETHNI 2Hs Gy apUML ANSS alphis Beésns 2 e, 88 flsiel aurhid elflWwenn&Erse ebU LIki@ CPSHE0T SHHT6)] LoHMID
2iH60T BL6OT L@ eldBSemsLl OUTMISSIeTeng). sLeveny Gobum @ HiElule) Suetor® snmniser 2 _eTerer. SLeaM WseSL® BiHluled BbHu sirdler urisefliy QeTUsTUITSS) eresoreTmmI
Bamy. epUML 6uenT, @b HNeueTD euPlunss 6FIdSsILBEDE; 2026 HeubLT @niHéder @b usShser wHOID LfleuTssener aunflugHled wrHnI WeHeSL.6 HHwna uHeneu
Wiss Geuetor®BLd; 2027 smevreurflufied sgwimuiimd Gaig. epUML (&0 Hlewmeney evdbensd a\&Teoor(Bel ; ereolile QleueiTESTED 6RO 6T iFlsnTiiyTey il Goeoment. el
sag@elly Bl s&Hwner sl & B semhiseflen HL6T 0566SERHE BTy SieflsAns); Hreomuirss ebmrn Gamg. apUTl SLaTHEnSS ApsT6) Sieaflds, Hom SmUSensba
@&y epUML eul'lq neflugens aeusfluiiBererg); www.iifmdf.in eredrn Qemevogensens SWSHSSDE). sl sl BLmer Gobun’ (s LD whmib snsiwnen wHnib CoHdlw sLedemT
s esn@d Hdlsefler aeueflui® wnHmib LweTLT enLwb @bEinieued GohLiene asLSng].

KEY EXAM POINTS

« The corporate office of Sagarmala Finance Corporation Limited was inaugurated at the Institute for Studies in Industrial Development, New Delhi, on 23 October 2026.
« It was inaugurated by Sarbananda Sonowal, Union Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways; the company is India's first dedicated maritime sector NBFC.
« The company is the renamed Sagarmala Development Company Limited, registered as an NBFC with the Reserve Bank of India on 19 June 2025.
« As on 30 September 2026 it had sanctioned 11,563 crore rupees and disbursed 5,107 crore rupees.
« The target is cumulative disbursements of 60,205 crore rupees by the end of the financial year 2030-31.
« The Maritime Investment Fund carries a Government contribution of up to 9,800 crore rupees, targets a first close of 5,000 crore rupees in January 2027 and has SBI Ventures Limited as
fund manager.
« The Interest Incentivisation Fund has supported shipyard loans of 4,500 crore rupees with about 25 crore rupees released as interest subvention.
* SNSILDMEVN SoEmLIEITTETE SMILILIGTaq6T eSIA6LLIq60T [HmieuesT Sigieusvad 2026 SisGLILT 23 216oTm) Lig) Hlebedl agmlevgienn GbLMT. B SplieyseT EneueTsSled OSTL ks LS.
* QI BleDD(PBHISET, S GUISGaTSE! LHNID Bieuflser sieméar aiunebs GenGameurne asidem; Sg SbSuneler s seflds sLevsmT gewm eurthid enym B HineueTLD.
* @bEmieuenTid STSTOMELT GIL6ueLIeLD6ToT. &LbeLell sSfleL L iqetr omiewifi UL euqeub; 2025 geir 19 sittm) flsiel eurbidlufled surud smrm ) Himieeotionsll ugley QFLUINLLL 8.
* 2026 egti_bur 30 Hleveuntiig 11,563 Gamg. epumil @UiLsed sieflssiu’® 5,107 Gamg. epumil suprasiul BeTens).
* 2030-31 Hidlwinetonqeor & 60,205 Gag. (BLML QLTSS QUlPhISEH Be0éHE.
* sLevEMT (P&SLEB HiFuled sidletr urusefliy 9,800 Gamg. epumis euenr; 2027 mereufluiish 5,000 Gamg. epuMi W& Hlenmey Qeéd; erevllly Aeusiéaien eABOLL B Goevmer.
* aullg 2ard@eiiy Bl 4,500 Gamg. UMD &L S6T SLETHEDSE pHTey ieflsEs somT 25 Gamg. epumil eully. wmefluib aeuefluil Berers).
STATIC GK CONNECT

Sagarmala The flagship port led development programme of the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, approved by the Union Cabinet in
SISOV March 2015
HEODWSHIBET, HLL CUTSESaITSHS WHNID Biauflser siennésssSler (Waeamlo Senws eufl aeniédd S, 2015 wniéde e
5 WImed QUL SierfléaLLg)
Union Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways Shri Sarbananda Sonowal, with Shri Shantanu Thakur as Minister of State
QML HleDMPSBHISGET, HLiLEd GLITE 58| HOID Breupleer B siunehs GenGeammeure); BeneUunUenOEST Sh MBS SMésn
SIEOLOEFSFT
Maritime Development Fund A fund with a corpus of 25,000 crore rupees made up of the Maritime Investment Fund of 20,000 crore rupees and the Interest
sLevamT Gur’® Bl Incentivisation Fund of 5,000 crore rupees, part of a 69,725 crore rupee maritime support package announced in September 2025

25,000 Gamg epumis HiFls asn@Lienusd asnesor B, 20,000 Gamg. epumi sLedsmT waeSL® Bl wHmib 5,000 Gamg. emumi euly.
sag@eill HF Spdeubenms asmeorgl; 2025 asiLbufled smflefiéaiuiL 69,725 Gsmg (UM &SL6ETT psT6eyS OSTSLIT6T LGS
Non banking financial company A company registered under the Companies Act that lends and invests but, unlike a bank, cannot accept demand deposits and is not
aurkid s B Himyeueoid part of the payment and settlement system; regulated by the Reserve Bank of India
Binieuetté slLsHleir Sp uley OFLILINLLL, SHLeT eUPTRIGLD LHMID WseSH eFLID BineueTD; aurkidlenuwits Gureetnl Ganflsena
EOEUILISEMETL EILIM (PIGUINE), LIETID QlEQISEH6) oHmId Siey Siemiolifledr LGS Siever; Dbl el eurislimed QhGUESSILEEADE
National Maritime Heritage Complex A project being developed at Lothal in Guijarat, the site of a Harappan dockyard, to showcase India's maritime heritage
Gaélw sLeOET LIS OSTE&H aDIiLT &1es sl SerdHler BLiner GgInd Geonssedle 2 BansslL@D SLiD; @bHuneisr sLes wrenus s AluBSaIEnE
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TAMIL NADU SPECIAL
| 580516 fmiy

Xl mepium
amil Nadu cuts value added tax on aviation turbine fuel from 29 per cent to 16 per cent at Chennai airport and to 1 per cent at every other airport in
the state, with effect from 1 November 2026
agetTement exlioment HlemevwisHled eXliomeot erflen el Wameor s sl @ euflenwl 29 eflpsem 1qedmhal 16 eflpéannaab, wblossler 19D sienerss efomer
Blenewtiseflaid 1 efpssnnsa)b SODBTG &emnsss); 2026 meubuT 1 (e Sioed

The Government of Tamil Nadu issued three notifications on 23 October 2026 under the Tamil Nadu Value Added Tax Act, 2006, sharply reducing the value added tax on aviation
turbine fuel supplied to aircraft in the state. For aircraft refuelling at Chennai airport the rate falls from twenty nine per cent to sixteen per cent. For all other airports in Tamil Nadu the
rate falls from twenty nine per cent to one per cent. For aircraft with a maximum take off mass below forty thousand kilograms refuelling at airports other than Chennai, the rate falls
from five per cent to one per cent. The reduced rates take effect from 1 November 2026 and run to 31 October 2027, coming into force at midnight between 31 October and 1
November 2026. The notifications were gazetted by the Commercial Taxes and Registration Department. The reduction follows repeated requests from airlines, which had argued that
the state's rate of twenty nine per cent was higher than that of other states, had pushed up fares, and had made carriers reluctant to start new flights to cities in Tamil Nadu other than
Chennai. Aviation turbine fuel is one of the few goods that remained outside the Goods and Services Tax when it was introduced in 2017, so states retain the power to set their own
value added tax rates on it, and that power is what Tamil Nadu has used here. In the same news cycle the Government of Goa cut its own value added tax on aviation turbine fuel to
seven per cent with effect from 24 October 2026, by amending Schedule C of the Goa Value Added Tax Act, 2005.
BBOPHIE Simar, 2026 SibGLILT 23 SiedTmy, SWOPHTE WHILE sal G euflF s LIb, 2006-Q6br Sip cpeirm) snleidbenasemer aeueflui @, whleodHe efoneriiseEbdse eulprhislL@LD eflomer
erflewnaer Wameor wHlid dnl (@ euflenwid sniemLTeEs GmDSHoEl. fFeTener alorer Henewddle erflaunmer HTiD efonemisebsd eufl efl@sb QmUsasTeTug)
&5 1960mHe LN e(L&HSHTLISS GewnAMSI. SOIPHT 6T 1NN ienardg eloner Heneauwnksensed eaufl alldsb Smusesnerg elpssm iqedmhs @b al(RssHTL s
&ODADE]. C\F6D RIS Bemeuwiuserfled erfloume BHITLb, siflau’es ypiun G eenL BrHusmuimd SGundnmpses S 2 een aflonerhiseEnéd, sufl HsbD obs)
l&aM 1960EhEl R N(R&ESTLTSES GenDADS. Gepn&HEHILLL aufl efldghiser 2026 meubur 1 (psed 2027 1&GLMLT 31 euemy si106fls) Bm&@iD; 2026 SisGLILT 31 wHmb HeubuT 1
BewL Buiwiner werafiTedleh SioaIHEE eumHTDET. Bbs smlefldenaser austtlls auflaer LHNID LSS Glennuwite srdswled aeueflulliL’L eor. rHlosdler BmusasneTug el&ssnB
aufl efldsib 1 wnhlevrtisener e SiFlswns SEbssl S LeoumisaneT 2 WTSSWgI, assTener seiiss sODBI.G halhiseEbéel LS alonaré Gsameuseanersd aSMLks eflomer
BNICUETTRISET SIISSLD ST IG60T eTedTm| UTHL B, Sleweu ASMLIHE Camflsens meudbsamss OsTLIHE Sbsé Gemnll] Hspdnsg. 2017-86 s166 wHOID Csemeu aulfl SMlWPSILGSSILLL
Gungy SisnE eeuefGW Bledtn &ev LINEBLG6fleb eXlomenr erfleLn e 6eTNI; eTeoT@6u SiB6T &I HLogI O&MbS WSS el B eufl eldshisener HiTeroUISSD HHSMILD LMHleVHkiSEDSHE
2_6itensy; Sibs SiHlemsensGw sIOLHTIE Shie LwaTLBSSueTens. 865 sliHé snwsHe), Gsreut sims, Gsmeurm HLILS s (B euflé s LD, 2005-Qer si'Leuenevor C-26 HbsS,
efloneor erfleLn@pe Waneor seo1gl LG sal B euflemi 2026 SBELILT 24 (o6 a(p eN(REHTLISES GEDDSDE.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Tamil Nadu issued three notifications on 23 October 2026 under the Tamil Nadu Value Added Tax Act, 2006, cutting VAT on aviation turbine fuel.

« At Chennai airport the rate falls from 29 per cent to 16 per cent.

« At all other airports in Tamil Nadu the rate falls from 29 per cent to 1 per cent.

« For aircraft of maximum take off mass below 40,000 kilograms at airports other than Chennai, the rate falls from 5 per cent to 1 per cent.

* The reduced rates run from 1 November 2026 to 31 October 2027 and were gazetted by the Commercial Taxes and Registration Department.

« Aviation turbine fuel stayed outside the Goods and Services Tax introduced in 2017, so states retain the power to set VAT on it.

« Goa separately cut its VAT on aviation turbine fuel to 7 per cent with effect from 24 October 2026.
* HBOBIE WSS &l @ eufld s Lib, 2006-Qe6br Sp 2026 2i6GLMLIT 23 ietTn) cpeiiny Sflefidenasenen aeuaflui @ elwrer efleLnber Wamer eufl GenDEHBLILLL ).
* agettement exlionent HlemeviigHled eurfl el 29 efl&aM 1gedmHhe) 16 e(R&&MLTSHE GemDEE).
* SOIPHILIG6T LD SiemenTég) eflonenr Hleneowraseflgud eufl afldigid 29 else igedmhsl 1 el(RseLnss GenADEI.
* egedtement safliTHs efloner Henewihisefls, silsuls Unium @ erenL 40,000 SGndnmpéses S 2 eren eflonerhiaense eufl 5 elwssn nedphsl 1 alpssn nes Ganans.
* OD&HILLL eldghiger 2026 meubui 1 s 2027 21&GLILT 31 aueny S106d6); eustalls auflser wWHMID LHays SenmiTed HTHSB6) OeuefluiL i eor.
* 2017-@6b aflpsL@SsLLL &T6E HNID Gsemey eufléd eueflGw eXlomer erflaune HeTng); eTeoTGeu Sigedr 158 eurfl BHifetorulb@D SIFSMID NHleMhisEDHHE 2_6Terns).
* Ganeun seoflung, 2026 Si&GLILT 24 (w6 efloner eflaunder ater sars auflenw 7 el(R&aMLToEs GennSsSI.

STATIC GK CONNECT

Aviation turbine fuel The kerosene based jet fuel used by turbine engined aircraft; it stayed outside the Goods and Services Tax along with crude
flioneot erflowmaper petroleum, petrol, diesel and natural gas, so states still levy value added tax on it
eflenswimp @uibSmb asmesorL efllonehigeT LILSTLBSSID LO6vT6\6mTesTa6uoNil g ienLulleuner erflaunper; s&&em e Grmediwid,
QUL Gmeb, leseb HmID Suwihens efleumyey e Gsihg 6T6@ wHNID Csemer auflée AeueGw Hletmg; ereor@ey wHlerhiseT SeTenid
215601 158 IS anl B eufl el FlbelstTment

Tamil Nadu Value Added Tax Act The Act of 2006 under which the notifications were issued; value added tax replaced sales tax in Tamil Nadu from 1 January 2007
SOPHIE SIS sl @ eufld LD asnflefsensset aeuafluiLi’L 2006-gyb Syetor®é s L1D; 2007 gevreurfl 1 (o6 SLIPHT 60 efibuener aufléEel ulens LHILS sl B
aufl SwQIGS aubss!
Goods and Services Tax Introduced on 1 July 2017 by the Constitution One Hundred and First Amendment Act of 2016, which inserted Article 279A providing
16 LHNID Gseney eurfl for the GST Council

2016-gib yet0r(6 Sr&liLivemioli HTHNI QeTDIeus SlBsss sLLSsTe 2017 g%ewen 1 sisttn) HWaILGSSILLLEI; 9HSS SHSSID
F16© WHNID Csemey auflé saoTdasS auflaums asib Wfla 279A-xé GsissE
Chennai International Airport Located at Meenambakkam and Tirusulam, the busiest airport in Tamil Nadu and among the busiest in India; the state's other
egeiTement FTeuBSHE eflomeur HleneviLih airports include Coimbatore, Madurai, Tiruchirappalli, Tuticorin and Salem
BevTbLIT&ELD WHMID HBE0SSHD SembsIaTaTg; SOPHIL 6T leab Wrueiorer efioner Henewid, SbHwineler eLD abfleaner
eflionenr Hleneuwirhisener em); wihlesdler m eforer Henewitiseflsd GamuUDLSSTH, waienT, Hosdrmiveref, T586EL WHMID
Beeuld SILMIGD
Goa's parallel cut Goa cut its value added tax on aviation turbine fuel to 7 per cent from 24 October 2026 by amending Schedule C of the Goa Value
Ganeunellst @enesuTLITET GemmLiL| Added Tax Act, 2005
Gaeur wHLILE sl B eufls s Lib, 2005-@eir i’ Leusmetor C-6 Hmsd), 2026 a16GLILT 24 (paed efloneot erflaunber Waneor euflemws 7
eflR&HMLTHES CaHne Gennsss]
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E8 vepium

amil Nadu Public Works Department order, in circulatio m 22 October 2026, replaces the six category contractor registration system with four
classes and bars benami registration

2026 21&@LmuT 22 (ps6ed HLLIGe) 2_eTer SIpHTE eUNgiLcollsgenn Spemenor, n) Lifleyser smetor. QULHSSTIT L6 (LenDemIL i@ eUGLILSeTTs wrhifl, feormsl
uSlemeus semL OFLIEDS

A Government Order of the Tamil Nadu Public Works Department, which was in circulation from 22 October 2026 and was reported more fully on 23 October, replaces the six category
system of contractor registration with four classes, graded by the value of works a contractor may bid for. The order was issued with the concurrence of the Finance Department and is
attributed to the Minister for Public Works and Sports Development, Shri Aadhav Arjuna; it was signed by the Secretary of the Public Works Department, Shri R. Selvaraj. Class One
covers works above ten crore rupees and requires a solvency of one crore fifty lakh rupees. Class Two covers works of five to ten crore rupees with a solvency of seventy five lakh
rupees. Class Three covers works of one to five crore rupees with a solvency of fifteen lakh rupees. Class Four covers works up to one crore rupees, with a solvency of fifteen per cent
of asset value subject to a maximum of seven lakh fifty thousand rupees. Contracts above ten crore rupees require an additional electronic bank guarantee of fifteen per cent of the
contract value, valid through the contract period and the liability or defect period. The application fee is ten thousand rupees, covering both a new registration and an upgrade, and the
registration fee is one lakh rupees. One person may not hold more than one registration in the same class, directly or indirectly, and benami registration is prohibited, with cancellation
of registration as the consequence. Applicants must furnish a net worth certificate, an annual turnover certificate, a bank guarantee, five years of income tax documents and four years
of goods and services tax registration and filing details, and work experience over the past four years is to be verified against goods and services tax records and audited financial
statements. Penalties for violation or non performance range from suspension and downgrading to removal from the list and a bar of up to two years from contract work, imposed only
after an opportunity to explain, published on the e-Seva website and lapsing automatically; contracts already completed are unaffected. The Minister had announced the change in the
Assembly on 18 August.
2026 o16@LmuT 22 (g6 BLLIT Sbhal, HSCLILT 23 SieTn) (P(REMWINSS SIS aubs SOPHTH OUTSILILETS5I6nDn HTsTener, RUUBSSTTT Ublelsr aym iifle wewmenul,
UubssTTT Cal sieflsssHanmiqw Lsvollserflsr wHliler sigliLenLule) STILGESSILLL BTeTS auGLILsems wihnEng. HFs siemnuler ULSIL 6T Sbs Syeneoor aeuefluiiL L Lg);
eungiuevof] HmIb eflememun’® GBS Gienn ST Hb ps6l TP O b B FnniLBGADS!; UTFILT&genn aswel S . AsaITY BH6) DHEIQSSI L.
UG @6Tm) LSHE Gy cpUMisE Goed 2_6iTem Listoflsemer 2_eTemL&&lig); Q@ G&mq gibLg) el &b epumil HF 2 NS 565 Coemel. augli STesor® 2bgl (WHe uss Gamg. B
LeTofl&6T; eT(QUSMSHSI ULEID epUNl A 2 NIFS 5&F. UG epeiTn QeTm (WS whgl Gamy epuMl LevollseT; Luflenerbg Lsb Uil B & niFls 5&H. el Bt Qb Camg
Bl euemruieoneor Lsvuflae; ETSE! wHLITe uFlenenbsl el(R&&sTE, AHSULED er(Q L&D @busmuimb epumil eetm euIbLsE 2 LUl G, HF 2 ndls 564 uss Cang apuUMLEE
Guoeb 2_aiTen PLILHSHIBEHSS, FULIHS WHLIT6 LHenehg efl(RéEsn6 sa®oH6 WlsTaram) aurhid 2_ssTausb Goemey; 918 ULIHSS SHMeVLD HMID UMM SIS GeDD SHTEVLD
(P(REUGID OFLRILIQUINE BHHe Geuetor(®ib. aflstorevnriig & Levoid ugGSTUITD epumi — ydlul ugley LOHMID SID 2 WIT$5I5H60 STeTuB&HSD OUTSIEUTETE); LFleyd &L L 60D QIh LS
epumil. QG euELIfled @meuT CHIquITaGeut wennsTaEEaIT QaTNIHE GCLMULL LFlamel nausH(hoss s, Nomb ufla| senL aslLLBeTang), HiHer allenere) uhey T&5E!
asiwtLBeus). eNlesoTetoTILSTIT&6T Bl&T O8MSE] HIIE FTeOTNI, SHetor® eMDMILSHEL FTEITNI, urhld ©_SSTEUNHID, b H600T(B QUIBLONET 6UIfl HhEUCTTITRIGET, HTEITE SWHeToT® FI&HE LOHMID
Gsemeu eurflll Ll HMID FN&HE6) efleunThisemer Siaflébs Geuetor(BLD; HLIHS HT6TE Qhetor(® LstollugniLiaid §165@ wHmId Csenea auflll uHECauBE6T HMID Hevofldens QeI L
BFBlenen airflsensasebLer QUILGBE sflunTdbaeiiL. GeustorBb. N6 Si60e0&) LIEfILMDDITEDNLO&EESTE S60uTLeneurs:eT SenLBé®ID HMID SID STPSSIHE (LS L qWededmha) Bésn
HmIb QUILHSL Leoluledmhel STetor®B 2etoTBa6T euenr el euenn Hereleimeor; efleTédad Siefléba eumiiiy euprhsu InGs effésalL@n, &-Csaneu QeneounLsensHled
eeuerfulILBId, seoTnaGe STTEUHILINGLD; ahasarGal (P &&IL L QULIHSHISET UTSHSEILLTE. JenésT Sbs nhHnsans sl 18 st L IGUTenauuls snflelsSmha.

KEY EXAM POINTS

+ A Tamil Nadu Public Works Department Government Order, in circulation from 22 October 2026, replaces the six category contractor registration system with four classes.

« Class One: works above 10 crore rupees, solvency 1.50 crore rupees. Class Two: 5 to 10 crore rupees, solvency 75 lakh rupees.

« Class Three: 1 to 5 crore rupees, solvency 15 lakh rupees. Class Four: up to 1 crore rupees, solvency 15 per cent of asset value capped at 7.50 lakh rupees.

« Contracts above 10 crore rupees require an additional electronic bank guarantee of 15 per cent of contract value.

« The application fee is 10,000 rupees for a new registration or an upgrade, and the registration fee is 1 lakh rupees.

< Benami registration is prohibited and attracts cancellation of registration; one person may not hold more than one registration in the same class.

« Violations can mean suspension, downgrading, removal from the list or a bar of up to two years from contract work, published on the e-Seva website.

« The order was issued with the concurrence of the Finance Department, attributed to Minister Aadhav Arjuna and signed by Secretary R. Selvaraj.
* 2026 21&GLmui 22 wged HLLle 2_etem SBPHNH eungitLeldgienn simsnensoor, shni Wifley QUUBSSTIT L6 (WEDDEMIL HTETTE EUGSLILSETE LLIHMIEMS].
* el @ermi: 10 sy cpuMi&EE Goed, HF & niFl 56 1.50 Gamg. epumil. au@liy Tesor®: 5 (a6 10 Gsmy. epumi, Bl 2 niHs 5&& 75 el &b epumil.
* U@Ly cwedtm: 1 &b 5 Gamg epumi, 16 2 niFlS 5&& 15 ellsid apunil. i@l Hretg: 1 Gamq Uil auend, 6enggl il 15 eflpéan®, iflaulsid 7.50 eLswD epumil.
* 10 Gamg. eBUMLIGE Goed 2_6Tem QUILIHShEIGEDSE QULIHS AT 15 alpésan® snBs6 taram) ekt 2_ssransb Goemel.
* efletorevoTliLg &L Levord LW L6y Sievevg) ST 2 uwifSgs8iéE 10,000 epumis; ugleysd &L euonbd 1 L&D B,
* Heormdl ufley HewL OFLILLLBeTengl, LHley T5516S auflaudsED; @CT euLlile) @peuT QeTnHE CoHULL LHenel eneusSH(HéHe (LIS
* SevaeT @emLB&HaLD, SID HMPHSIHE0, LI lqu1ededbbal Hésb Sieves LiLbsL Lieoolluledibba SIetor® SeooBaer euenr HmLbHE alflaugseid; &-Caamey Qenernusersdled eeuerluii L.
* 0616 glemmulledt QUSRI 60T Spemevor AeuaflUILLILILL §; SIEMIOEET SpBH6) T UTTEYSGSE o MUILBGEMESI; OFWISVT (T, OFEIEUTTEY EMEHEUILSSI L.

STATIC GK CONNECT

Tamil Nadu Public Works Department One of the oldest departments of the state, responsible for irrigation, water resources and government buildings; its Water
SIODHTE LTEILILETONSEIe0D Resources Department wing manages the state's rivers, tanks and reservoirs
W HlesHeir BlsLI LIPEDIOIITEDT SlennaeTlsh @eiTmI; LTE6uTD, i 6uemd LHMID SiT&: SLLLMSEBSEGL LTNIILTETE]; ST BIeUeT QSIS
glewml1 19ifley wrBlegHleir Symusser, erflser wHOID BiSCasbsmisene Hifcudsans)

Minister for Public Works and Sports Development Shri Aadhav Arjuna
eungiuesfl wHnib eflewenun’® GubuT(BS &lewm SienLo&siT B SpH6l SiTegeevrT
Benami A transaction or holding in the name of one person while the consideration is paid by and the benefit goes to another; prohibited
\Neormd) nationally by the Benami Transactions (Prohibition) Act, 1988, substantially amended in 2016
eufleor aLwifleh BlapSSILGEL Syeormed Lnfley D LI6UOTLD SSUILLH > B8 LwedT elsedeId Lifleuri s LR
2_enLemio; eorms Lifleu Sgemeutaer (HewL) sLLID, 1988-gh6) Cadl sietedled HemL aFitL’L g, 2016-B6bd eufiw serelsd
HmdsiuLg
Solvency certificate A certificate issued by a bank or the revenue authorities showing that a person has assets sufficient to meet a stated liability; used to
S 2 nidls 565 smetm) establish financial capacity in public tenders

QOHOGBES GUIILL auTDienu FEOFLILILT GUITSILOTET QETSEIGET _6T6TeT TEITLIMSS S eurhis VeS| QUIHEUMLS HIEDDILITED
auPhISILGLD &TeTn); OUTgId Calsefled B SHnener Eimieult LWGTLGEDS
Liability or defect period The period after completion of a public work during which the contractor remains responsible for rectifying defects at their own cost
QUITMILIL| Si6D6VEI GEDD SHITEVID QO eungIl Leooll Wighs NG, SUUBSSTIT Hog O&FTHHE aFeln Gemnasners Fiflasib aurniiieh Smsed sreb
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
I asnfleflwed & OSMPledHIL LD

HARD
Department of Science and Technology announces ARIES research showing how the spin of a black hole shapes the flickering of its X-ray emission,
with rapidly spinning black holes producing oscillations across a broad frequency range
& BHHaIeneTWen &pHEl SiHeT eTédev-BST QleualuiLiqedr LoleiTeuTemey eTeuEUTN)] AUIGEUEMDESSDE) 6TeiTLIEmSS SMLBID ARIES gyrmisdlenw siflefluied whHmibd esSmPledmI LS Senn
anlel&s8!; Geuslonss GLOID SIBHSIEDETEHET LITHhS JEMEV616U6TT GUTLDLI6) SH6WEVESHEM6T 2 ([HEUMTEES60TD 60T

The Department of Science and Technology announced on 23 October 2026 the findings of a numerical study by scientists of the Aryabhatta Research Institute of Observational
Sciences at Nainital, an autonomous institute of the Department, on how the spin of a black hole governs the quasi periodic oscillations seen in the X-ray light of black hole X-ray
binaries. The work was carried out by the Numerical and Theoretical Astrophysics Group of the institute, with Dr Indranil Chattopadhyay as the first author and Shri Sanjit Debnath
among the authors, together with collaborators from the Nicolaus Copernicus Astronomical Center in Poland and from M. J. P. Rohilkhand University at Bareilly, and was published in
the Journal of High Energy Astrophysics. Matter falling on to a black hole forms an accretion flow in which a standing shock can develop. The study finds that as the viscosity, or
internal friction, of the flow rises, the normally steady shock becomes unstable and begins to oscillate, and that oscillation is what produces the quasi periodic flickering recorded in X-
rays. Where the black hole spins slowly, higher viscosity pushes the shock farther out and the result is predominantly low frequency oscillations. Where the black hole spins rapidly, the
shock settles closer in and the oscillations span a broad range from low to high frequencies, matching the variability actually observed in black hole X-ray binaries. The team also
obtained a clear relation between the frequency of the oscillation and the power law photon index, which is the slope of the photon energy spectrum, by computing the spectrum for a
black hole of about ten solar masses. The simulation conserves energy, mass and momentum, and is described as the first numerical study of a viscous accretion flow that implements
the thermodynamic relations of a relativistic fluid.

SBHGHIEDET THEV-SHT BT 6wl SlewiolIerfler eTéev-sHT eeflufish SMTOIILIBLD SIEDT-HTE) HEDEVEUSHEDET QB SHBhGleneTuler spHél eTeleuTn) HEBEMS! eTeTLIS SUISSI, SHlewmuleor
setreorn_&l [fimieuetTionedt enmevfiLmed apflwin’ L sesorsmeoofliy snfleluisd pamiigd BHinieuersdler snlefiieoneTissr HLSSlul eresoreoofliied Syiedledr (pgesener, 2026 SibGLILT 23 SieTm)
sifleflwed wHNID ESMPlLEI LS Hlewn sflelidss. Sbs uswfl inieuersdle eretorevoflied HMID Ga&M UM (B eureflumiuled Geured HLSSUILLLE; Weneataui Sbslreufled
LGLMUTSWML (o6 epdfinnsaid S sepdd aslbnd dflisefled Qpeurmaeyb 2 arerer; Gurebdler HésGsmeven GsLiTaflas eumefliled enowib wHmD LGTESuleh 2_aier 6Tid.
Bg. 9. GIMAlesET. LSmEHSSMmSE Balihs sl (BLI Ll sEhD Senaunbse; B 2 wii Sbmed eureflumniiuen sl asueflui L’ gl @ swdhaeneruler g eligb
Nt Frete) QUL SHmS 2 (HUTSHSEMSI; S1Fled Qb Hlemevliner SiHT5H Semen 2_(Heunseonid. QUL SHer alaliy, Sismeus 2 61 2 mmiey, & wihd GUTEI, IPSSLONS HenelTs
BmEGD Sibs AHTE56 slemed HemehnSTE Slemevlls OSTLMHIGEDG!, bHs AleweBeu erébev-sHlTsHafleh LFaNGID SienI-GHiTe LM 2 (HEUTSHSHDES TN SHlii6) HETTTLMIHSSI.
S(BHEIEWET CLOGIOUTSHSE HLOQID BLSHH60, 2fls Lslai aflTéd siemavenil OeuefliLDOTSS SeTEbEDs); eenereuns OLITHLOLITAID &eDDHS SEMEVEIEUETIT SIEMEVEYSET ©_([HEUMS6ITNEDT.
S(EhElemen Geuslonss SOQID S 5560, FTEH Siemen 2_6TB6T ABIBESSHLONG ADTHDE); HEMEVEYHET GEDDHS (PHEV 2_LLIT SIEMEVEIEUETIT EUEDT LTThe eumbLed Limeyslettment; &I
ShHEIemeT eTH6V-SHHT BT emLsafle) 2_storemiouied HeauesllsaSILED WIMLIM (BL6ST OUTBHEIEDS!. oM USE! G FlevofleyseT OSHTETIL QI SHIHHSIEDETHSTET HIDLOTENEEDILIS
SEUISEL B, Seneeiledr Sisneaelesr oMb QeflsaSll Sybmed Hinwreneulsr sflaunar 2iG&56 el afllésdll EHUTE BHuaDNIEES SenL G ageflauTer ASTLTENLILD &(Q OLDDE.
B85 2 BeauslILBSSIH0 ADHDE, Fevolley LHMID 2_HesHensll LUTEIsTSEADS); Fmilfiie umilogdler aeulil Suissaiile 2_nesenerd asFWOLBSEID Walsiuner Siere) QUL SHer (ps6)
eTevoTevoflied Syl eTetTm) B8 uHeNSSILBADE.

KEY EXAM POINTS

* The Department of Science and Technology announced on 23 October 2026 a numerical study by the Aryabhatta Research Institute of Observational Sciences, Nainital.

« The study explains how the spin of a black hole governs quasi periodic oscillations in the X-ray light of black hole X-ray binaries.

« Dr Indranil Chattopadhyay is the first author and Sanijit Debnath is among the authors; collaborators came from the Nicolaus Copernicus Astronomical Center, Poland, and M. J. P.
Rohilkhand University, Bareilly.

« As the viscosity of the accretion flow rises, the standing shock becomes unstable and oscillates, producing the quasi periodic flickering seen in X-rays.

« Slowly spinning black holes produce predominantly low frequency oscillations; rapidly spinning ones produce oscillations across a broad low to high frequency range.

« A clear relation was obtained between oscillation frequency and the power law photon index, computed for a black hole of about ten solar masses.

« The work was published in the Journal of High Energy Astrophysics and is described as the first numerical study of viscous accretion flow implementing the thermodynamic relations of a
relativistic fluid.

* emmefiLmed gpflwi’ L sesorsrevofliy omlefiwed gprmisd Hneuensslen erevorevofliied Spliiemen 2026 &GLMLT 23 Siedtn) Sinfleled WHMID OSMALHI LS Siewm SBeNS58).

* BHHEIDET T&H6V-5HT B enLsefler erdev-sHT eeflulleh 2_6Tem HDT-HME) JNWEVEYHEDET SBHSIEneTUIET SHIOME ETEURT| SHEBEMES ETEOTLIDS plile) NeTHSHME.

* weneteui bHreofled sGLmUTSWIML W56 AT, 56pdlS eBLIBTS HSflTsafled @upeuT; Cumebdler HléCamaen Camuiefles eunefliied snwwid wHmib uGTed erb. Gg. 1. Goneéledsevor
LIV&6mEV&S0HSS60BIHE &nl (BLI Lieooflimen seir.

* flmeitey QUL SHletr Nslaiy 2 wipd Gug) Hemeuwiner siflTéd siemev Hemewnmnsnd siemedngl; B&IGeu aéev-sSlisefled STeTILBLD SHEDT-SMeV LOEITETEna 2 (HEUTESEDSI.

* GUGIUTEHE SHPQID SHBHEIENETEHET GLIBLOLTMID GSEDMHS HEDEDEIEUETIT SIEHEVEYSHEMET 2_(HEUTSSETET; BEUBHLONSHS SHLPEILIEDEN GEDDHS (PHED LT HEDEVEIEUTIT 6UEDT LiMhE cuTLDLNed
SIEMEVEYSHEMEIT 2_(THEUMEESEGOTMEUT.

* &M UGS Gl SlevvlleyseT ABTETITL. SHHb 5 BIDTEDaEnILIS HETTHSIL (B, Siemevelsuesor LHNID SiBHS e eeflsadl GPui’Bse SenL G agefleumer OSMLIL UDILLLE.

* @bs1 uevoll 2 i Qybmed eumesfwnifieh Bsifled QeuerfluiLCiuL g; mifluled umiiodSlerr eeuiL Buwibseiied 2_peyseneréd aFwLBSSID alsiuTer Siere) QUL HE6T (o6 eTesorenflLied
ey eT6vT BUHETINSHBELILBEDEI.

STATIC GK CONNECT

Aryabhatta Research Institute of Observational Sciences Located at Manora Peak about nine kilometres from Nainital in Uttarakhand; founded on 20 April 1954 as the Uttar Pradesh State
yfluc L setrsmeofiiy simflefiued syrmiéd Hneuerd Observatory at Varanasi and renamed ARIES as an autonomous institute under the Department of Science and Technology on 22
March 2004

2 _ggIanetongedr embeollmedledabha & eeirg SGumSLLT agmeneeie 2 e w@eamm darsdle senbgierers); 1954 etired 20
siedtm) eunrevordluded ©_ssm 1ITGse ey eurestmiiley HleweviLionsd aSTLmid, 2004 wnié 22 SieTm) Sinfleled HmID OSTHEHI LS
glewmuledr Ep setteo_dl Bimieuetions ARIES ettt e onhmuiL’L g
Quasi periodic oscillation A near regular but not exactly periodic variation in the X-ray brightness of an accreting compact object, used to probe conditions
SIEDI-BHT6) SIEDEIEY close to a black hole or neutron star
Beey Hlaib @@ esrleune aunGefle aréev-sHi Qefliefled abUBD, HLLSSLL QRMRISTET SheTTed FHlLNGES SLEDDIIHN
WIUTE; Qb SHHIEneT Sie0eg! Bl TTeT eletmniebd SiBES 2_eer Hlenevasenst Syl LISTLGEMDS)

Accretion disc Adisc of gas and dust spiralling on to a compact object, heated to X-ray emitting temperatures by friction as it falls inward
Hreey eu’ B @ eerleuner auNefler g seTeulLions eXpb eumy whHmib & eul@; 2eTCméHE g Gung) 2 _mmisute aéev-sH eeueaflulEb
SaILfemaEEE GLTSESILBEDS)
Solar mass The standard astronomical unit of mass, equal to the mass of the Sun, about 2 into 10 to the power 30 kilograms
&l Hevofley suneufleSletT Hlemevwimenr Slevofley Siv&; @ fliefledr Hlevofleys&é sioib, &Lom 2 ALEBEE 10-@6ir 30-94ib SiB&EE SHBevndATmd
Department of Science and Technology Set up in May 1971 under the Ministry of Science and Technology, it is the nodal department for promoting new areas of science and
aiflefiwied HID ASMABI LIS SHiewm technology in India
1971 Goudled sinfleflwied HMID ASMPlELHIL F&055 60 SLp SalUCL g, @hdlwnele sinflefie wHnib eemlmI LSS 6T LS

FlEOD&HEDET 2e1dGeNEGID GHILED Flewm

ATHIYAMAN ACADEMY | 8681859181 | TNPSC Current Affairs October 24, 2026 | Page 11 of 13



PROMINENT PERSONALITIES
I (PSS Sh(ETHEMLDSHET

MEDIUM
India ends the fifth Asian Para Games at Aichi Nagoya with a record 114 medals and fourth place, after a day of golds for Harvinder Singh and Vijay
Sundi, Nitesh Kumar, Naveen Sivakumar and Sandeep
anielbsi &b wHb eflgil &g, HGH6 GLomT, belier deuLond HnID &HSL ShisD CleusTD BTEbsSL NNG, SiEd HTEsTLTeld HenLOLDHD LbsTeus SHl LmTT
eflememun_ Bl GuiLiysener @bHWIT sngHener 114 LsSshisEBL60T Hreatsnd SL sl Hlenmey OFLSE

At the close of 23 October 2026, the fifth day of competition at the fifth Asian Para Games held at Aichi and Nagoya in Japan from 18 to 24 October 2026, India stood on one hundred
and fourteen medals — thirty gold, thirty five silver and forty nine bronze — in fourth place on the medal table, behind China, Japan and Uzbekistan. That is a record haul, bettering
India's previous best of one hundred and eleven medals, with twenty nine gold, thirty one silver and fifty one bronze, and fifth place, at Hangzhou in 2022. The day's results included a
gold for Harvinder Singh and Vijay Sundi in the men's recurve doubles in archery, won five to one against China. In para badminton Nitesh Kumar took gold in the men's singles SL3,
beating Pramod Bhagat twenty one to eighteen and twenty one to sixteen in an all Indian final in which Bhagat took silver, and Naveen Sivakumar took gold in the men's singles SL4,
beating Fredy Setiawan of Indonesia twenty one to nine and twenty one to seventeen. Thulasimathi Murugesan of Tamil Nadu won three medals on the day: gold in the women's
doubles SL3-SU5 with Manasi Joshi, silver in the women's singles SU5 and silver in the mixed doubles SL3-SU5 with Nitesh Kumar. Nithya Sre Sumathy Sivan, also of Tamil Nadu,
took silver in the women's singles SH6. In athletics Sandeep won the men's four hundred metres T64 in fifty two point two eight seconds, which was a world record and also India's
hundredth medal of these Games, and took bronze in the men's hundred metres T44 in eleven point six seven seconds.

2026 216y 18 1psed 24 euenn gliumenfler gyii&dl wHmib BrEsmureied HewLauDD mbsmeus apdl umm ellewemun Bl Gumliyserfler bsmeug Guily. mremmenr 2026 SisGLMLT 23-
Beir Blewmeled, @bHIT BIHOILI UHETTES LSbSMhSEbL6T — (PLILSI Shisb, (PLILSensHE! eleusTef HMID BIHLSEOSTEITLIS 6166TITED — F60r, LUILITET HMID 2_6vaLEVSTENIHE
2BSS LBS®L L quwiedley Brerand SLsHle Qmhsg. 88 Q@ snsemeand Geiile; 2022-86 annhGsreis SbHwm aubn SBUSasTETLS ShisD, (PLLSASTETD) eleusTef HMID
IDLISESTEITN] CEUETITEHEVLD QSBMETOTL. HTHMILI LS ASDTTEITNI Lis&SThiSHeT LmMID gbsmd LI arenid (hensil fnbs sngenerenul &g CobLBSEIEAng. bbrefler (wigeayserfls,
eflsbeiisens apLeui faies SmeoLwii Wifleflsd anielbsT dik whHmIb efgi setorng feommene obgieE Q6T ere 6ipSH ShsD CeUETNE! SLTRGLD. LTI @DELUILBSTLLSE6D, SpLeuT
eneopwiy SL3 Wifleflsh HGs6 G, wieds @b SniHli Gumiquie VTGN ussms SEUSHasTETNISEGH LHa6T @ HDID SBUSASTETNIEGL LFemn) erer eSipsS Shisd
QeuEdTDNT; LisS 6leueier] QLHDNT. SyLeui @nHenpwiy SL4 fleled mefieor feugLomt, SbGsTGerdneer L6 615l wieuTeneT SBLSESTETNIHS QETLS! HNID SBUSESTETNISHSL!
udBeur(p erevr 6fipSH HhISBID QlEUTDNT. SOIPHTLDLE Beihs sieTdlodl WHBHE6T Sibbefled cpeim| UssHemissT aeusimmy: wrerd Coraduer waeefli ST enLwiy SL3-SUS 1iifleflsd
Hhsb, waefli @henpwii SUS flefls) asueref], HiGs6 @wnmLeT seiy @renLwf SL3-SUS Wiflefleh aeuerer]. silpmmené Geiibs HHwim uf sodl deetr weefli QHedoWIT SHE
flexeb e6ueierl] QEUETDT. HLSTSSED EHSLI, SyLeuT Hrenrmy LT T64 1iflefled ebsSresor® Leiell @metor® 61 (B eflenmmgserfled QeunHm UHOT; S&I 2608 STHENETLINSHED, EbsLI
Gum_yserfle) @bHuInelledr BHTMTEUS) LSSSONSHD SHenohss; Speul BTN BLLT T44 Nflefed udeemmenm) Leefl ymi a1 eflevmmiq serfled QlEUETITESEILD C1EUETDT.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« The fifth Asian Para Games were held at Aichi and Nagoya in Japan from 18 to 24 October 2026.

« At the close of 23 October 2026 India had 114 medals — 30 gold, 35 silver and 49 bronze — in fourth place, behind China, Japan and Uzbekistan.

« This betters India's previous best of 111 medals, with 29 gold, 31 silver and 51 bronze, and fifth place, at Hangzhou in 2022.

< Harvinder Singh and Vijay Sundi won gold in the men's recurve doubles in archery, beating China five to one.

+ Nitesh Kumar won gold in men's singles SL3 badminton, beating Pramod Bhagat 21-18 and 21-16 in an all Indian final; Naveen Sivakumar won gold in men's singles SL4.

« Thulasimathi Murugesan of Tamil Nadu won three medals on the day — gold in women's doubles SL3-SU5 with Manasi Joshi, and silver in women's singles SU5 and mixed doubles SL3-
SU5.

« Nithya Sre Sumathy Sivan of Tamil Nadu won silver in women's singles SH6.
« Sandeep won the men's 400 metres T64 in 52.28 seconds, a world record and India's hundredth medal of these Games, and took bronze in the men's 100 metres T44 in 11.67 seconds.
* hsmeug Spdw umm eflewemum’ Bl Guigser 2026 1&BGLILT 18 (a6 24 euenT gliuneslledr QyilFd) HmID HMESMLTEN6) HenL ALIHMEDT.
* 2026 216G 23-@ebr Hlewmeileh EbHwn 114 ussshiasesesr — 30 srisid, 35 asuererfl, 49 leusturaaid — &6or, @ULN6T, 2_vaLdevsTaENsS BSHE Bretand BLsH6 SmHos!.
* 2022-@6b amnkGanedsd eunm 29 srsb, 31 eeusrerl, 51 5 b Q&MetoTL. 111 ug&shsET HMID LHSMD SLID aTenid (WhHensiw dnbhs snsenerenil 8g GbUBSSIEANEI.
* eflebefisems pLeui faiey SrenLwii fleled amielbsi A HOID eflgil sevorg eammene DbgIsE Q6T erer 65psE HrhisHD O\eUTDEDTT.
* gyLeut @hewpwy SL3 @nelubs LSl HiGse6y G, (ppés Sbsiw SniHl Gurliquie WixGors ussens 21-18, 21-16 aer 6fipsd shamb OeueTDNT; ShLeul @DepmwT SL4 Wflefsd
m6l60T AleUGLONT SHhlGLD CEUETDT.
* SODPBI enLE Gaihd Siendlod) (WHEHF6T Sibbefled cedTn) LsssHhiseT aeusttnmT — Lonerd Cgradu e waefli Sr enLwi SL3-SU5 shsid, waefli @henpwir SUS whmib et
BrlenLwir SL3-SUS5 aeuererl.
* SUOPHILeDLE Gaihg HSWT urh &iod) deustt waefli @DHedpwT SHE Wfleeh Aeueier QleuedTDM.
* abSl gyLeui 400 BLLT T64 iflefled 52.28 eleormqaefleh Qeubnl QUDDNT — 2_608 Fnsewet HMID Bbs GUIL G sefled @bSlwnelsr BTVTEUS LSGHED; gyLeuT 100 BLLT T44 Afleded 11.67
efleotma serfled G16UETOTSHEILD.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Asian Para Games Held every four years after the Asian Games for athletes with disabilities, under the Asian Paralympic Committee; the first edition
apéw umym eflewemum’ Bl GuMLig &6 was at Guangzhou in China in 2010 and the fifth at Aichi and Nagoya in Japan in 2026
2 eflememun’ B GuT & Ep&GL IDG, wiHnisHnere efenemun’ @ eSaisEnésns HeTe AeTTBHEDSS Qb (DD AL
umgmedibifé Ggededr Sl BLSSILGADE); (60 Uiy 2010-86b Femededr GeunhiGenellsd, bsreus U 2026-ed glnesflleor gyiiEd
wHmid BIesMuUTels
India's medal tally 114 medals at the close of 23 October 2026 — 30 gold, 35 silver, 49 bronze — fourth place; the previous best was 111 at Hangzhou
BhHWneler UpSss He0THE in 2022
2026 2166Lmuf 23-@ebr Hlemmedled 114 ugsamissr — 30 smislb, 35 eleuserf], 49 euetTHeD — BTEOTHND GLLD; (Phews! fnbhs &nsemneot
2022 ennii@snedsd 111
Thulasimathi Murugesan A para badminton player from Kancheepuram in Tamil Nadu, born on 11 April 2002, who studies veterinary science at a college in
glendiod) (pmGase Namakkal under the Tamil Nadu Veterinary and Animal Sciences University
SODHIE sNEdLTSmss Caibhs UTTT n&Lubsm L efigrhsener; 2002 elimed 11 sierm) I0HST; SONPHTE SMELBEDL bHSSI6U
2mfleNiLeh LSEmEESSSHSIT S Hosseedle) 2 6o seefluied sreomen. simlefe LigsEnT
Nithya Sre Sumathy Sivan A para badminton player born on 7 January 2005 at Karur in Tamil Nadu and brought up at Hosur, who competes in the SH6 class
Bsw uf siod Heedr for athletes of short stature
2005 gevreurfl 7 sietT) SOPHTE Sebiled IMbe G&EHed auenibs LT SDELUbSTL L efIhisener; Gennihs 2 Wb C\sTeorL
efnieendaner SH6 Wflefed GuriquiG@mT
Para badminton classes SL classes are for standing players with lower limb impairment, SU for standing players with upper limb impairment, SH6 for players
umgn @nELubsL Wifleyss of short stature and WH for wheelchair players
SL Wfleyser &b el B unSliLetr Hledrmy eflememun@BueuTaeEbée, SU Gosd el Bl undliLer Hleotm) eflememunBuesisesése, SHE
&EODHS 2_WITLD O\BTETuTL 6T SEhéE, WH 661 Brhened eSnsensd
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IMPORTANT DAYS
I (P&HSWI BT SH6iT

Ik} EASY
International Day of the Snow Leopard observed on 23 October, marking the Bishkek Declaration of 2013 by the twelve show leopard range countries
I uesfl&dimisems eun(pib ListteufiTetor® mrBsemmed 2013-@ed earmslillL eiq6ss NrsLerdanss GG s1a1lss LaflEdnisens mreT H&ELILT 23 Siern)| SenLUifigssiulL &)

The International Day of the Snow Leopard was observed on 23 October 2026. The day commemorates the signing of the Bishkek Declaration on 23 October 2013 at the first Global
Snow Leopard Conservation Forum, held at Bishkek in Kyrgyzstan, by the twelve countries within the snow leopard's range: Afghanistan, Bhutan, China, India, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. The same forum adopted the Global Snow Leopard and Ecosystem Protection Programme, with a
commitment to secure at least twenty snow leopard landscapes, and the range countries designated 2015 as the International Year of the Snow Leopard. In 2024 the United Nations
General Assembly formally proclaimed the International Day of the Snow Leopard by resolution A slash RES slash 79 slash 143. The snow leopard, Panthera uncia, is listed as
Vulnerable on the Red List of the International Union for Conservation of Nature, is in Appendix One of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora, and is in Schedule One of India's Wildlife (Protection) Act of 1972, which gives it absolute protection. India launched Project Snow Leopard in 2009 under the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change. The Snow Leopard Population Assessment in India, the country's first nationwide assessment of the species, was carried out over 2019 to
2023 and released on 30 January 2024 by the Union Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Shri Bhupender Yadav. It estimated seven hundred and eighteen snow
leopards in India, distributed as four hundred and seventy seven in Ladakh, one hundred and twenty four in Uttarakhand, fifty one in Himachal Pradesh, thirty six in Arunachal Pradesh,
twenty one in Sikkim and nine in Jammu and Kashmir, across six states and union territories in all.
161655 LallsdiniSens mrer 2026 sBELMLT 23 sietn) HenL g &HslulLg). didsvgnefler eqassdle HenLaUDD (&6 2 aaemeii uaflFdinigans ungisiy sihissdle, 2013
26LMLT 23 Si6dTmy, LeollEdmiSems eun(glb ListTeoliTesor® HrBaered Lisigasd LTsLend enael(psSLLLLens Sbbrer Hleneteysn fang; HbbTBaeT Slismeflevsmeor, L e, o,
BhHn, sxsevsTeT, HifHevster, wraGsTedir, GrLmeTD, LTEensTer, Taquir, Selélsvgne HMIDd 2 sveaLdlsvgner. 5Es SiTThSD, Gamnhss Smug Ueallédnisens HeoliLmigsenen
ungIET&SGID 2_niFlewmluL e, 2_csemeaiw LellEfnidens WHMID @6 Sienlill UTHISMILS L Sms annisasHTeorLgl; HbBTBe6T 2015-g4b gpetorenL. sTaIGSS LetllFAniISans
yevorLne simflefgseor. 2024-@eb L&A HIBS6T OLNgIE gemu, AIRES/79/143 ereib Sionerddlein cped sTeuBse Leafléfnisens Hrene (wenpiLnaL WrsLerb esssg. Panthera uncia
eTenId amfleflwieh ALWIT asmesoTL Leolléfnisens, sTa1Gss Suihens LUTEISMIL QeTBlwsHler feulii’ uiquiedled UTSLILSEeTeTeorg) erer euenslILBSSILL [BeTeng); Sifub Hleneouded
2 _eiem &M.B eflerhi@ wHmIb sreuy Gerhisefle sTauGHs eustollad GMSs 2 L6t sHensuler @eneuoriy Qemiled £_6Teng); (W(QenowlTer Ungisni sieflé@n SbSw euerellonid
(ungysmiy) &L, 1972-@e6br S Leuenetor QeTfled 2 _6Tens). SHMIFEP60, 66Tl WHMID SMevbleney WIHD Siewésssdler Sp @bSwm 2009-@e LallsAnsmss S LSemssH
QSNLadILS|. B iqer (e BIE seeiiu uallédnisens wHSLrer bSwnelsd LallEfnisans aeumeniléans WHUTE, 2019 s 2023 suenr HLEHSUILLG, 2024 gereurfl 30 Siedrm)
Q60T SDMIEFE5L0ED, 6UEDTLD LOHMID &TeVElem6L LOMHN SieMEFST Hh L,ECLBST Wnseured eeueflui L gl @bHwneded eremTHNIL e B LefllFdniSensser SmULESTS i
WAL §); eoLmEHed HrenThm eTILSES(Y, 2 SSTHTetmqed HIHN SMHUds Herd, Snésell ITCsssHle BIbLSOSTETN, SipetomEsel ITCsEHH6 (PULSSTNI, AebHIo6D
BeUSASTEID), B STEqLSTIE) QEITLIE) 6T6T ELOTSSID M) MHlevrisET LHMID Weofliuier TGserhsefled LTelujeTereor.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« The International Day of the Snow Leopard is observed every year on 23 October.
« It marks the Bishkek Declaration signed on 23 October 2013 at the first Global Snow Leopard Conservation Forum at Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, by the twelve range countries.
* The same forum adopted the Global Snow Leopard and Ecosystem Protection Programme; the range countries designated 2015 as the International Year of the Snow Leopard.
« The United Nations General Assembly proclaimed the day in 2024 by resolution A/RES/79/143.
« The snow leopard, Panthera uncia, is Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List, in CITES Appendix | and in Schedule | of India's Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.
« India launched Project Snow Leopard in 2009; the Snow Leopard Population Assessment in India, covering 2019 to 2023, was released on 30 January 2024.
« That assessment estimated 718 snow leopards in India — Ladakh 477, Uttarakhand 124, Himachal Pradesh 51, Arunachal Pradesh 36, Sikkim 21 and Jammu and Kashmir 9.
* 576uGss LeflFdniGens mreT SpeTGEHTMID HSECLILT 23 SiedTn) SHenLLilig&bslLGEDE).
* AAsvger LeiqaBs6 memLOUDHD (PS5 2_cusemeiil LaflFdnideans ungismiy sihissSle, 2013 aisGLIUT 23 sisitn) ueTeliTetn® BrBES6e nsaIRSEILILLL 16088 NTsLeTSHams
88 &&Hng).
* 2185 ahisd 2 _esemei ueflFAniGens HMID @GP StemLIL UTHISTILS HLSews anmsl; SibmrBaeT 2015-gyb spetorenL. sT601G5E LellEANISHms SpetorLns sinelsseor.
* &AW HIBS6T UTEE semu 2024-86) A/RES/79/143 Sionemddlet ewed @bprener NToHLeTD QSLSE.
* Panthera uncia ereoib uesfléfimidens IUCN deuliys uliquwielled undis@eremeorg), CITES Senevorii I-&ed, wobHmid SbSHw eueteflevrtig (LUTgismiy) sLLID, 1972-8etr oI L euenevor |-@ed
2_eiengl.
* @b 2009-@eb LellEANSHmsS S LSHewss OBMLdig); 2019 wse 2023 susnrulevner @bdHluimeie LelléAnisans eetorenillbans wHLITE 2024 gereufl 30 sidm eeuefluiL i’ Lg).
* 2ibg HUTE SbFlwneded 718 uellsmSensamer erer WHIIN LG — eLnd 477, 2_ssnaneo 124, onsell I1Gseb 51, sipevomsael NITGssb 36, Adbdlb 21, g snequST 9.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Snow leopard Scientific name Panthera uncia; Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List, in Appendix | of CITES and in Schedule | of India's Wildlife
LeflEdnsems (Protection) Act, 1972; the state animal of Himachal Pradesh and of Ladakh
ainfleflwed uwir Panthera uncia; IUCN deuliyl uliquiedled unglliéseremeotsl, CITES ewevoriy |-@eb, @b euetrelovni@ (UMSISIL])
&LLID, 1972-@eir o1’ Leuemevor |-@eb; @onégeuls ITGa&id wHMID VL M&He0T nhley eXlerhid
Bishkek Declaration Signed on 23 October 2013 at the first Global Snow Leopard Conservation Forum at Bishkek in Kyrgyzstan by the twelve snow
96196188 19TsLeuTD leopard range countries; a second Bishkek Declaration followed at the forum of 2017
Hisvg et NeiyeBsdled HeLELDD (W& 2_csemmeii LeflFfmisens LTgismiy sirhssgle 2013 sisGLILT 23 sisitn) uellédnisans
aunpld LeteufiTesor® mIBSeTe) em&EWIRSELILLL ), 2017 snhissdle) @retoineug eiqess NTELeTD aubsSI

Global Snow Leopard and Ecosystem Protection Launched at Bishkek in 2013 by the twelve range countries, with a commitment to secure at least twenty snow leopard landscapes;
Programme it adopted the Samarkand Resolution in 2024
2_esemmeii ueflFniSens LHMID @Lped SeLILI LTSI 2013-@eb elqe1sEel6b LsiTerliTetor® HB&HeTTE) ASTLRIGUILLL S, Gsonhes SUgl Lellédinisans HleoliLmigsenetl LTgisné@L
b o_mglewmpluebr; 2024-@6b s &HS STOTETSHDS DS
Project Snow Leopard Launched in 2009 by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change for the conservation of the snow leopard and its high
LeflEAnsemas S LD altitude habitat

uesllEfniGems WHMID SiSeT 2T Wemevll LGS eunpelSemsll LTgisnéEs 2009-@6d SHMIEEL60, 6U6ITD WHMID STVEEne) WIHNH
SIEDIDEFHSSTE) OBMLIRISLILILL &I
Snow Leopard Population Assessment in India India’s first nationwide snow leopard assessment, carried out over 2019 to 2023 and released on 30 January 2024; it estimated 718
@iSwnede) LaNéAniSens aeturaniiéans wHISE snow leopards across six states and union territories
ShHuwnedeir waed BTG spelw uellédnsens LAHUSE; 2019 wse 2023 euenr HLESILLG 2024 gereurfl 30 Siedtm) eeueflui OLC L gi;
Sym) mBlevrhise HMID Weoflwer NrGssmiseflsd 718 uallFdinideansaser erer SN LF)
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