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ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY

I SHMIFEESP60 & Lefuiuieh

8 vepium

IMD: Bay of Bengal system becomes a depression; cyclonic storm likely by 26 October, heavy rain alert for Tamil Nadu
I Q&S SHL60lh SMHM(IRSSS SMPaIl LIGH 2 ([Heunésid; SisGLILT 26-60 LN eugiés euilli] — SODHILIGE) SHeToenlp 6T&61lsems

In a special bulletin issued at 1 p.m. on 24 October 2026, the India Meteorological Department said the well-marked low-pressure area over the east-central and south-east Bay of
Bengal had concentrated into a depression. The department forecast that it would deepen into a deep depression on 25 October and intensify into a cyclonic storm over the west-
central Bay of Bengal by 26 October, approaching the Andhra Pradesh coast by the morning of 28 October, and it issued a pre-cyclone watch for the Andhra Pradesh and adjoining
south Odisha coasts. For Tamil Nadu the bulletin warned of extremely heavy rain at isolated places in the Nilgiris on 24 October and in Theni, Dindigul and Madurai on 25 October, with
heavy to very heavy rain across the delta and northern districts.
2026 216GLnuT 24 sisiim) NHLSE Q@ Wwellée aeuafluiLiu’L Aviiy srflsanaulen, Hpés-wHSiu wHnIb asaTHPSES uhissd sL6d Hevel aibs SalTonear Geonbs SMHDWSSL LGS
SMHM(RS6S SMpayl LGSHLs eugileuDDIeTeTs) erer @bl eunesllene e enwwid asflelsss!. g S&GLILT 25 sisitn) Seflr sMHDWRSSS Sy LGSnseayb, SsGLIuT 26
2160TM)] GLMHG- 0SS ks SLESE Liensea|d eugilieiunmnl, H&GLILT 28 sreneuied ghbSnd sLhHSenTenIL QBBHRIGLD 616 (WeiTenhlesaliLlLg); ShbSTT HMID HSHemeoT GLIqLLI
QBET QIQET BLMHSEMIHEBHS LI (pedterésifliemns efBobslurLg). SOIHT I SsGLILT 24 siem Bovdfluieib, sisGLILT 25 sietm) Gaeuf], HlesorBoheed, waienuleid @ e
BLsefleh 166 SHeToemlp QLD eTedTMID, AILEVLIT MHMID QUL LoNeIL L higefle) HEToemLp (&6 L& SHETOENLY U6MIT GLILILID eTTMID erF&flebaILLLg).

KEY EXAM POINTS
« The 1 p.m. special bulletin of 24 October 2026 forecast a deep depression on 25 October and a cyclonic storm over the west-central Bay of Bengal by 26 October.
« A pre-cyclone watch was issued for the Andhra Pradesh and adjoining south Odisha coasts, with the system expected near the Andhra coast by the morning of 28 October.
« Winds of 50 to 60 kmph gusting to 70 kmph were forecast for 25 October, rising to gale force of 70 to 80 kmph by 26 October; fishermen were advised not to venture to sea from 24 to 28

October.
« Extremely heavy rain was forecast at isolated places in the Nilgiris on 24 October and in Theni, Dindigul and Madurai on 25 October; Barliyar in the Nilgiris had recorded 250 mm in 24

hours.
« Heavy to very heavy rain was warned for Villupuram, Cuddalore, Mayiladuthurai, Nagapattinam, Tiruvarur, Thanjavur, Kallakurichi, Tiruvannamalai, Coimbatore and Karaikal.

* 2026 @i&GLLT 24 NHused Q@ weooll AL snflébeans: SBGLILT 25-60 S6iT HMHDRSSS STPeY] UGS, 2EGLILT 26-6) GoHE&-0SSH urkies HL60) L6 6T60T (WedTeTileii].

* HHAIT HNID HSHENET PLIGII OFHETT RIQET SLNHGEDIHEDSHE LD (eiterésiflebens; H6ELMLT 28 sreneuisd HpbHIs sHLDHSHenTEnl QBIBRIGLD 6TeoT eTETUMTIL.

* 2166 25 26T Wwetollse@ 50-60 &.5. Geussdled (iflaursb 70 H.15.) smbm; s&ELMLT 26-6) wemllée 70-80 &.15. euenr LSS SMHDI; SSEELILT 24 (pHed 28 euenl LeTeUTSH6T HLAIGGS
6156060 (BEUETOTLMLD 6T6uT Sinfleyemi.

* 2166LIT 24-60 Beodfluleid, sELMLIT 25-60 Baeofl, HletorB&E®6D, aIEnTUINID QW fov BLhiserled Wlsd serenl; Heovdiflulesr LTeSunled 24 wewfll GrrsHled 250 LA.L5. wemp LFley.

* eflepliymb, SLETH, ulenBgiemnn, BI&ILLIq6TD, FBEUTEHT, HEhETeNT, HeTensGNIES, Fbeues 6m60, BHMLIDLISSITIT, HTEOISSBTE) el S Mhigeled ST (WS LBlGHE SEToEmLD
eréaiflsems.

STATIC GK CONNECT

India Meteorological Department Founded 1875; headquarters New Delhi; functions under the Ministry of Earth Sciences

BhS aunesfleney Spliiey eniowid 1875-60 HimueuliLi’L&j; SewevemLowsd LgiHleved; Lol siflefliied siemoéassdlen Sip SuirkiGSAns
Regional Meteorological Centre for south India Chennai, one of the IMD's six Regional Meteorological Centres

560TEul I ANITEYSSTET GUL LT 6UTEHllene) bliie)] emLOWID egedTement; @bEI euresilemey Spliiey enLOWISS 6T SpM) EULLMT eLowirbiseTled (eoTm)
North-east monsoon October to December; supplies about 48 per cent of Tamil Nadu's annual rainfall

QUL HLPEHGLI LIHEUOEDLD 26BLILT (PS6D 19FIDLIT 6uemlT; HOIDBTLIG6T S600T(B Lempuled siomi 48 sg6isid @eir cpeuld HenL&HnE)
Cyclone naming for the north Indian Ocean By the 13-member WMO and ESCAP panel on tropical cyclones

L @bHw LGRS OISSL! Lwed aLwflBse 2 & euneflene siemioli| wopHmid ESCAP-@6b aeuliLiossoreoll Luleh &(@edleh 2_eter 13 2 iy HrBserTed
Wind speed classification Depression 31 to 49 kmph; deep depression 50 to 61 kmph; cyclonic storm from 62 kmph

s1Hm| Geus euensILITG STHDR&SS SMpey LGH 31-49 &.15./ewfl; Sefly snpay’s UGS 50-61 &.18./wevofl; Lwied 62 &.18./wewoll (a6
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POLITY & GOVERNANCE
| sindlievenioli] & syl &

| 02 Y%
Centre announces 11 crore Farmer IDs created, five months ahead of target
I 11 Gamg efleusmull SIeWLILITET 6T6TuTSH6T 2_([HEUNSHSD — Eeuébens el @bs) LONSRISET (LPEITEITHNS WSS T Arledlii]

On 24 October 2026 Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare Shivraj Singh Chouhan announced that 11 crore Farmer IDs had been created, five months ahead of the
target date of 31 March 2027 set by the Prime Minister. The milestone was crossed on the night of 23 October 2026. The Farmer ID is a unique digital identity issued to a farmer under
the Digital Agriculture Mission, which the Union Cabinet approved on 2 September 2024. It links a farmer's land records to the delivery of schemes, crop loans, insurance and
procurement, and the government said more than 6 crore farmers have already received benefits through Farmer-ID-based delivery.
2026 216@LnuT 24 siedtn) S Geuenmedoremio HMID efleusmuiser pesgienn Siemésr deurngy &k aganasner, 11 Gamg efleustul SiemLILIMeT eT6uTH6T 2_(HeuNSHaLILIL BeTensns
aelsai. Tswi Hifeooulss 2027 wié 31 a6 Qevbens el bsi LNShISET (eTersns Qg el LU [BeTeng; 2026 si&GLILT 23 Srey &b s1semen HenpeuenLbssl. 2024
QELILIDLIT 2 S160TM) LDSHHIL SieMIDEFTEMOULLITE) GLILISHED QLD 19efl L 6d G Goremlo QibsSHer Sip efleusnuisendd auphalILBLD Seofldgieuonet gL sienLwerDd SHeun@L.
efleugmuiuledr Hlets Lleysemens S LI Ledraer, LuiTé sLedt, HMUSE wHmID esmeTWsNIL 6T 88 Qenauisdns; anasar@ea 6 Gamnys@b GunulL efeugmuiasT et eublwims Lt
QUDHMIETETEDTT 6T60T T8 S ENSHE).

KEY EXAM POINTS

« 11 crore Farmer IDs created against the Prime Minister's target date of 31 March 2027, achieved five months early; the milestone was crossed on the night of 23 October 2026.

« Issued under the Digital Agriculture Mission, approved by the Union Cabinet on 2 September 2024.

* More than 6 crore farmers have already received benefits through Farmer-ID-based delivery, according to the government.

« States and Union Territories are now onboarding sharecroppers, known as bataidars, into the registry.

« Uses include scheme eligibility, Kisan Credit Card and bank loans, the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana, disaster relief and minimum support price procurement.

* Progress trend: 8.47 crore Farmer IDs in February 2026 and 9.25 crore in April 2026.
* Wrsiof Bifevorulss 2027 wmié 31 Bevéens il @b WNshiseT (Wetests 11 Gamg efleusmul siemLIner eTeurs6T 2 Heunésid; 2026 aisGLIUT 23 @rey &b eTetorerllbens 6Tl L UL LS.
* 2024 @&liLbuT 2 21601 SHEI SemlFFTene QLIS iaflss 1eflLed G GoremLo QIIbsSH60T S eUhISLILEBSDSI.
* efleusnul siemLwwnen erstor eulLING emesHeTGer 6 Gamys@d GunulL efleusmuissr LweT OUDMeTETETT 6T SiTs: esflediy.
* 5508 aleusnuiser (UsmisTT) SUGuNg) wflerkigeT HMID Wyeoflue TECssmhiseTTe) LLIgWIeled G &HeUILIBETDEOTT.
* FILLS &S, Hanedn HL6IT SiemL LHMID eurkis HLeserT, LT WS Lged Sion Guimgeon, GuIfLiT BleumTewid, GepDBILLE HT6Y eleners OsTeTLPS SpHUDNIGEES &I LIETLBEDS.
* euem&dll Gund@: 2026 ireufluiied 8.47 Gamg, 2026 alimedlsh 9.25 GaiTg SIEHLUITET 6T630TE6.

STATIC GK CONNECT

Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare Shivraj Singh Chouhan
s Geemmesoremio HMID 6leusmuisH6T HEOSSIEDM HeBLOEFET leunngy &ty O\gensTeoT
Digital Agriculture Mission Approved by the Union Cabinet on 2 September 2024
L6 Geuermetoremio QUiSSLD 2024 estiLibul 2 si6Tn)] WSS SiemIoFETenaulLITed QUL SiefldbaiulLg)
Farmer ID target date 31 March 2027
efleuamull SiemLwwiner eretor Qed&S CoHH 2027 wngé 31
Kisan Credit Card Introduced in 1998 on the model scheme prepared by NABARD
HFTEIT HL6OT S 6WmL BuTi® swflss wrHifls S sHer sigliuenLuish 1998-60 SaILGSSILLLS)
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana Launched in 2016, replacing the earlier NAIS and modified NAIS crop insurance schemes
YgsLo i uesed Som Guimeeorm wihemswt NAIS wpmib Hlessiu’L NAIS uuiié smiSi@s S Lisepsel uons 2016-6) asmmkisiulLg)

Bl HarD

Home Ministry begins a pilot to raise a 60,000-strong civil defence volunteer network in 12 states and Union Territories
I 12 wnhlevrise wpmib whesflwer IT@ssmsafled 60,000 Gu asTevorL feflsh LTSS OSTETITLT SeMIOLIEML ©_[HEUTSHS 2_6TSHIENMN SeWDESFSHLD (PeiTEeuTmes LD

On 24 October 2026 it was reported that the Union Ministry of Home Affairs has begun a first-of-its-kind pilot initiative to raise a civil defence volunteer network of about 60,000 people
across 12 states and Union Territories, with the Indian Army training the volunteers. The programme is being run by the Directorate General of Fire Services, Civil Defence and Home
Guards. In its first phase, 50 master trainers from each of the 12 states and Union Territories, 600 in all, undergo a three-day course at Army establishments, to be completed by the
second week of November 2026. Tamil Nadu is one of the 12 participating states, and the initiative was presented as a follow-up to the Prime Minister's Independence Day address.

2026 2168LmuT 24 siedtn) eeueflineT sseuedlettiig., 12 wnfleorkiseT wnHmib wyeuflwerr NiTGssmigerled siomr 60,000 Guii a&mesL. fefled LNHISMILS OSTETITLIT HemIoLIEnL ©_([HeUTSHS
WSS 2_6T5ImN HMDEFSHID (PTG S LSS OSMLHISETETS]; ST T5EBhsS SbhSI mremieud Luihé sefléewn. Swensmil ueflssr, fefled Lmgsi| wHnIb CGammbd
sMiLev BuISGHISD ens HenL(PenDULBSHEDEL. (WH6) S LSHEH6, Qeuaeun wiblevn wHmb weflwesr NTCsss5HmHhaId 50 (seiremioll LuliHnieliuneTissT erer eLomésb 600
Guiy, mremiey FHlemeuwiiusefled eweitm) BT LUIHA uneuTT&eT; &8 2026 BeubLT Sredureug) eumnsEled HenmeuenLub. bss S LSS SLibaunmnieter 12 wrblerkisefled SOPHTGD
@etm); Nnsioflen sFHAHT Seor 2_emruledr OBTLIFALING B! (PeiTenaUSHSILLL ).

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Target strength of about 60,000 civil defence volunteers; described as a first-of-its-kind pilot initiative with no formal scheme name announced.
« Implemented by the Directorate General of Fire Services, Civil Defence and Home Guards under the Ministry of Home Affairs, in collaboration with the Indian Army.
* Phase one covers 50 master trainers from each state and Union Territory, 600 in all, on a three-day course at Army establishments, to be completed by the second week of November 2026.
« The 12 states and Union Territories are Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Delhi, Meghalaya, Sikkim, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Kerala, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.
« The initiative was framed as a follow-up to the Prime Minister's Independence Day address.
* &iomi 60,000 &efleh LTFISTILS OSTETOTLT &6 67601 BoVHS; (WedIMeT S L LT snflelssiuLelsens — Sgieuent Seens cuensulener (peoTGemas LD ereor exXleurli].
* S 2_6TgI6mN SeIEEHHH 60T Sl 2_6ien Siwienevorils Lesollser, fefled LTgBMIL WHNID Gaod &ML SWsGHIsD SbH MemeuSEIL 6T enerhs AFLOLBSSISDS.
* s HLLID: Qeeieun(s wmblevib/uyeofliedt ITGse5HemHaIDd 50 (Wseitemioll LulibmieliuneTiser, Aomgsn 600 Gufi; Tamiey Hlenewrhisafled cpsotmi mrer LUIHE; 2026 meubLT EretorLmeug)
anTsSle) llemme.
* @Lbewmhmierer 12 wnBleriser/ieofluett NTGsshiseT: QIbup-SNequST, LEbanLl, TTEmevsneT, GLuns, Heved, Goaei, Aésdib, sigmb, 2 sl NT@ssw, Gamen, SIBIL&T, SPHIE.
* Wrsiofletr &8hST Seor 2_emruiledt ASTLIEALINET HLEUGSEDSIITES @8 (LPEOTEDEUSSBLILLLS.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Union Home Minister Amit Shah

WSS 2_6THEDD SAMIOEFSFT 208 e
Governing law The Civil Defence Act, 1968

QBMLTLemLIW FLLID Aefileb UngIBMILE s1LID, 1968
Nodal directorate Directorate General of Fire Services, Civil Defence and Home Guards, Ministry of Home Affairs

GrLe) SuSESHISD Swieneoril Leoollser, fefleh LTSI LHNID GaDMD ST 60 SWISSBIHD, WSS 2_6THEDD ENDFEHD
Home Guards A voluntary force first raised in 1946 and reorganised across the country from 1962

Gammb smyLev 1946-60 (p560l6d 2_BEUTSBLILILL SHeitevnmieul LenL; 1962 wpsed BB (W(QeUSID DIFTID&ESILLL &)
National Disaster Management Authority Constituted under the Disaster Management Act, 2005 and chaired by the Prime Minister

Gadlw GuIfiLiy GLo6LMETITEmID S EWETTTLID 2005 GuifiLii Gevmetoreniod &L SHT Slp SNMDSSHLILLLE); NTHON HeWEVEUTTE 266y
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DEFENCE & NATIONAL
I ungsniy & G

A HarD
Indigenous AIP system for Navy submarines enters Setting to Work Phase-2 at Hazira
I sLDUDL BIcppds sliLesepssner o e AlP sienwli — endrmele 'Oslignm B aeunié SIeorib &lLb OSML&sD

The second phase of Setting to Work of the indigenous Air Independent Propulsion (AIP) System Energy Module was inaugurated on 24 October 2026 at Larsen and Toubro's A.M.
Naik Heavy Engineering Complex at Hazira in Gujarat. The module has been developed by the Naval Materials Research Laboratory of the Defence Research and Development
Organisation. An AIP system allows a conventional diesel-electric submarine to stay submerged far longer by reducing its dependence on atmospheric oxygen to recharge batteries.
After testing under Indian Navy procedures, the module is to be handed over to Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited in early 2027 for integration into a Kalvari-class submarine. DRDO
Chairman Rajesh Kumar Singh attended the event virtually.

2 _ampmiigGeCWw 2 peundsiulL smhmig snom 2 hgise (AlP) semiwolier sybhme asn@Hésner ‘asligm B Qeuis' resormb s Lib, 2026 sibGLILT 24 ST GQInSSlen
andnnelsh 2_eer eomigeir sievor. BUGTT HnieueTSEleor 6 .61b. BLS HeotTs aunmluiieh eueTnsSSe) ASTL MRS LS. UGS HImiEd wHmnibd Gubum’ G BineuersHer sLbuenLL
QUL &6 SyIMiEH yleusd SbsH OsNGSeni 2 meundadiyetens). GuLLflaener Weor®BD HTieusNHE euefloeton e Sébdlgenet BHOLILIGSSD CHemeumILIS GeDDLILSTE, EUPSHLOMNEIT
rege0-BledtanT B cpipdé sliLed Heoor G Hmbsguisd Smés AlP sienwliy 2 sednsg. SbHwd sLbuenLulsr benL(pennsefleriy Gengener asuiLlL D@, seeufl cuens
Birewpdlé sliLeded OLTBSGIEUSDHENES 2027 b SHETUTLET ASMLESSHEE LOFHTET LT Sl &G Hineuardslib 8 @luenLsslu®n. DRDO seneveul mmBmes @om it bhs
Hlspeled sraetonmed eUAILINSS &6VbHEI61STETOTLTT.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Developed by the Naval Materials Research Laboratory of the DRDO, located at Ambernath in Maharashtra.

« Inaugurated at Larsen and Toubro's A.M. Naik Heavy Engineering Complex, Hazira, Gujarat; DRDO Chairman Rajesh Kumar Singh attended virtually.

« Vice Admiral B. Sivakumar, Controller of Materiel of the Indian Navy, and Dr R. Balamuralikrishnan, Director General for Naval Systems and Materials at the DRDO, were present.

« The module is to go to Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited, Mumbai, in early 2027 for fitting to a Kalvari-class submarine.

* The Kalvari class is the Scorpene-design line of submarines built in India under Project-75.

« The AIP energy module is fuel-cell based, so the submarine need not come to periscope depth to snorkel and recharge batteries as often, which greatly reduces its chance of detection.

* DRDO-6léT &LHUeMLLI QLINIBLEET SpTmilEd) pii 5560 &_(HEUNSSHUILLLE]; b SpieusID 1o gl Trelledt SHDLTHTSSE0 2_6ens).

* &QIS, andnneie 2 _eTer eunTFe Sisvor. BLGTTeN6T 6r.67lD. HMLS Hevrrs UTHuie euemasHleh agmL&sid; DRDO seneveul nnBgelq @ di srasuonmed suflwins LkiGasnL.

* @bFlwis sLhuenLuletr OLMEeT sLEUUTLE iflanl emeusiv S1OT6d 9. AeugLony wHmib DRDO-eXleir SLHLEHL SemLOLILS6T HMID OLMIBLESET SWISHESHIT 166 LNSLT Sbi.
umeu el meiqevotedr SpeGWIMT &60IbIE1STETOTL 60TH .

* seveufl uema Bicppdls HLiLedeh OLNbSSIUSHSTES 2027 OBMLESSHS (PDEDLUTE) 266l LESHTET LTé HLILe &L B HineueTdSLLD eLiLenL SHaeIBLD.

* lneigsl-75 LSl S @bSHlwnelled sLLOILED svsiiSer eugeusnoly Bicppdsefler auflensGu seeuf euens.

* erfleun@pe sev sigliLenLuleorneor AlP gybhmed 05T&S eredtLsTed, GuLflsemar Bl Bicppsld slie Si9ébslq GuHUIiLGE eur GeueuiquiSleene; Bsened sesorL BB eumiliy
QEUGAITES GEDDEDS).

STATIC GK CONNECT

DRDO Founded 1958; headquarters DRDO Bhawan, New Delhi
ungieniiy Syrmigdl wnHmib Gbum @ Bimeuesrd (DRDO) 1958-6b EimjeuliL’ L gI; Hewevemiowisio DRDO ueusdt, Lgiglebed)
Naval Materials Research Laboratory Ambernath, Maharashtra
SLMHUEDLLI LTS SpIMLIES SylieusHD SUDLITHTS, LOSMIMNEQIQIT
Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited Mumbai; builder of the Kalvari-class submarines
LDESITET L& SLIL6D SLBLD HimIeveoTdD (ibewL; seveul euens BicppES SLILSETS HL.BD HiNieueTD
Kalvari class Scorpene-design submarines built under Project-75; INS Kalvari was commissioned in December 2017
seveufl 6uemas el -75 L SHler Sip sl LULBD evsiiier eugeusnol] Bicppdaer; INS seeufl 2017 wabLifle Leooflullsd Geiéaii L g
Indian Navy motto Sham No Varunah, meaning may the Lord of the waters be auspicious unto us
ShHws sLpuenLLleT GrileEGsTeT 'glb BB euev — 'Bifleir SIHLIS HLOSS HETEMLD SBEDS' 6TEITLIS] ELITIHET
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ECONOMY & INTERNATIONAL
I eINBeTTSMILD & FTeuGHeD

| 05 YIIINY
19th Urban Mobility India Conference concludes in Bhubaneswar; Chennai wins two national awards
I LeuGereveurfleh 19-6ug) BaIlLD CUTEGTSE @bHW rHT6 Henme); OFaTenenéHe resor® Cadl elmaiser

The 19th Urban Mobility India Conference and Exhibition, held along with the National Urban Conclave at Bhubaneswar in Odisha, concluded on 24 October 2026 after a two-day run
from 23 October. It was organised by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs with the Institute of Urban Transport (India) and the Government of Odisha on the theme Urban
Accessibility and Liveability in Digital Age, and drew about 1,500 delegates. Union Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs and Power Manohar Lal presented the Urban Mobility Awards
and set out a three-l approach of integration, inclusiveness and intelligence. Greater Chennai Corporation was named the city with the best non-motorised transport system, and
Chennai Metro Rail Limited shared the award for the best metro passenger services and satisfaction with the National Capital Region Transport Corporation.

@uaneer LeuGereveuflsh Ga& BaTILD BT BL6T Seneoibgl hewLaubm 19-6ug) Bailyn Curé@eaurss SbSwm wpI® HMID Heoorst d, a&ELILT 23 (wHed STesor® mHreTaer
BewLeLDm) 2026 SiEGLILT 24 SieTm) BlewmeuenLbsg!. WSS efi’Beusd) wHMmID BSIIYD elleusnT Sienoéasid, halyn CUIG@aTSE! Bineuertd (SbHWT) HNID QI&T T8
Bemeruihg) 'L 6D WeHSHeD BSTLILID SITNIGSSETEnL HMID EuTDeS SID' 6160 SBLIOLITGETE Sews BLSSler; oy 1,500 rHBEser sebsiesTeT 6ol . s efil’ Beuss),
BeiLD eleustmid wHMID WeTEMTS Slemwm Sienoési Gemai eumed haiLLD CUTEEGaTSHE eNBSISemeT Uk, QBHIENTOIIL, 2 6TeTL&sLD, SifleysbEnedr ereitn ‘cpeirm)-I'
SIEVG(PEOMEDI (PETTMEUSSTT . Fmhe SuHAmD s1Im CUTSHSGTHS HeWIOLIL| ASMETUTL. &IOS OLIHHSI OF6Tene MHaITL S Gaiea] asiLLg); fnbhs Lol Gsemer HMID
FHldlsser awlGrm mulsh alpens Cofus senansl UGH CUTEGSAITSSIH HLSHSHGIL6T OF6TeneaT ALl Crm Tuilsh HimieueTd LAIHE OUDDEI.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Theme: Urban Accessibility and Liveability in Digital Age; about 1,500 delegates, 14 sessions, 28 exhibitors and 46 research papers.
« Tamil Nadu wins: Greater Chennai Corporation for the best non-motorised transport system; Chennai Metro Rail Limited for the best metro passenger services and satisfaction, jointly with
the NCRTC; and a commendation for Chennai Metropolitan Transport Corporation for the most viable financing mechanism.
« Other awards: best green transport city and best state or Union Territory urban transport reforms went to Bhubaneswar and Odisha through Capital Region Urban Transport; best public
transport system and smart mobility innovation to Delhi; best multimodal-integration metro station to Kochi Metro Rail Limited.
« India's operational metro network stands at 1,185 km across 26 cities; nine metro projects worth over Rs 59,000 crore covering about 174 km have been approved since December 2025.
* PM e-Bus Sewa has 1,100 electric buses running in 28 cities and carries about 2.5 lakh passengers a day.
* SBBLOLNEBET: 9l L6b WaSHed HSTLILD SNT0IGSSETemLo LoHMID eumpeys SIid'; &iomy 1,500 NrHfiHaer, 14 suofeyser, 28 setoran Smeniser, 46 Syileys s (BenTsH6T.
* SONPBILI60T QeuDIis6T: Anbhe SuIHHID smrm CUTSHSEITSHE SeMIOLILSE OLBHST O1F6Tewer WIHSITL S, Anbhs Lweoflwy Gsemeu HMID HHLIHEES Oserement ol Grm guied Hmieueord
(NCRTC-2_L6ir @emevtibgl); ilaé fmbs HFwefli (pennée 6156iTemner OLGHET GUTSHSMTSSIS HLHSSISE LMTTL®.
* Um eflpgise: fimibs Lsemioll GUTESSeUTSHE! H&ILD HMID Anbs whlev/w,eflwer BTCsHs HeFlYDL CUTSS TSI Sl mSotser — LeuGeoTeeurt whHmib QuET (CRUT); dimbs eungi
GuUITEG6eUTSHE! SiemLoliL| LOHMID eI euomiedlily Lsgnébaen — Seed; fimbs Lisbeuena Gumé TS5 QB (i) 6w G Hlemevwitd — asm&d el Gum quiled Himieueotid.
* @hFwinelledr OFWLIEOLTLIG6H 2 6iTerm Gl G eueneuwlenoli] 26 barisefled 1,185 &.15.; 2025 wabul (s st 174 &.15. asesorL, ab.59,000 Gagd@id Goevnet &eitLg eLol.Gmm
FLRISEDHE GLILISHED.
* ferd @-uev Geeur L GHetr Eip 28 magTsefled 1,100 WlerenT Lsvser uibsid; HTEETTETMIHE &LomT 2.5 el &b Lwlevoflserr.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Union Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs Manohar Lal, who also holds the Power portfolio
wHHW 6. Beusdl LHNID HEHTILD eNeUSTTS SieOD SNMLOSFT LoBEOI&IT 6VITED; LOGITENTS SIEPDEMUILLD culébmmT
Host city and state Bhubaneswar, Odisha
LMBHIE HEOLAUDD HSILD HMID TFEVD LeuGevTeiveu, 6Iq&T
Chennai Metro Rail Limited Incorporated in 2007; Phase 1 opened for service in June 2015
e1getTement 6ol G muied FimieueoTidD 2007-6b Himieui’Lgi; (wged & LD 2015 geufled LIIGHTUT. BEHE eubSSI
India's first metro rail Kolkata Metro, opened in 1984
@hHwneledr Wsev Gl Grm quied sMeess 6L G, 1984-60 OBML iz
Institute of Urban Transport (India) Aregistered society set up in 1997 under the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
Baiiyn CuTsGeuTHs) Bimieuetd (bwim) e Beusdl HMID BETILD efleusnr sienésasdler &p 1997-6) siemwsaliulL ufley OUHD EhisD
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KAl easy

India Chem 2026 concludes in Mumbai with the theme Advantage Bharat
I ‘Si_eumetorGLE LM’ SEBLOLINIHEBL60T (WemLulled @bHwim a1 2026 Hlemmey

The 14th edition of India Chem, the biennial international conference and exhibition on chemicals and petrochemicals, concluded in Mumbai on 24 October 2026 after a three-day run
that began on 22 October. Held at the Bombay Exhibition Centre, it was organised by the Department of Chemicals and Petrochemicals together with the Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and Industry on the theme Advantage Bharat: An Emerging Global Chemicals Hub, with Japan as the partner country. Union Minister of Chemicals and
Fertilizers Jagat Prakash Nadda inaugurated the event, which drew more than 5,000 visitors and had seven partner states.
Brsmueotrhige HMID QUG @rsmuIeThigeT OSMLTLTeT SretorL Meor(BéHE QUHIPPN HenLAUNID sTaIGSHE MHIH WHMID Seorsm_dwiner bHwi asb-Qeor 14-eug) UL,
21&GLIT 22 26T OFMLIRIE epedTm) BTeTseT HewLaunn 2026 SisGLILT 24 siedrm) (wibenLuieh HlennealenLbog). UMbEL &eursmdl eniouisSle) HenLaunn Sens, STsmLeThRIS6T
HnIb auGom Srsmues Hiewm, SbFU aITS5s WHMID STl snl Leniolisefler sl LeniolijLer (FICCI) Semetonbs), ‘oI amesorGL LNTS: 2_[heundl eurbd 2 _caemmeiil rsmuier
eMIOWID' 6T6DTM SIBLIOLINBETE BLSHISI; LUILNeT salLnefl HTLTS SLDOUDDE). WSS SIETUIeTHSET HMID 2 _NhiGeT HenD AeMIEFFT 265 1NTsneq BLLT Bensd SNk
meusFT; 5,000-6@D COHULLEUTSHET ubgl OF6TMETT, eI LoMBlerniseT snlLelfl mblehisemms @LbewLbneoT.

KEY EXAM POINTS

 14th biennial edition, held from 22 to 24 October 2026 at the Bombay Exhibition Centre, Mumbai; Japan was the partner country and there were more than 5,000 visitors.
* Theme: Advantage Bharat: An Emerging Global Chemicals Hub.
« Organised by the Department of Chemicals and Petrochemicals with FICCI; the seven partner states were Maharashtra, Gujarat, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Andhra Pradesh and Uttar
Pradesh.
« Inaugurated by Union Minister Jagat Prakash Nadda along with Minister of State Anupriya Patel; the Chief Ministers of Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and Odisha took part.
« Projection cited at the event: India's chemical sector to grow from about 220 billion US dollars now to about 1 trillion dollars by 2040 and about 1.6 trillion dollars by 2047.
« Youth Innovation Challenge results: first the Institute of Chemical Technology Mumbai, second VNIT Nagpur and third [IT Gandhinagar.
* 14-6ug) @nevornesor®Lll uFI|; 2026 1&GLILT 22 (pH6d 24 eueml (WibewL LIMDBL &etorsml gl emowisSled HemLaUbns); guiunedr sl Lmefl HM®; 5,000-&@&b GOLLL LITTeneuTeTi&e.
* HHLUOLNGHET: 'S eunetorGL Y UMTS: 2 (Heund e 2_cuaemmei Eramue enwllb'.
* @remuenTrige HMId OULGCIT Sremues glemm FICCI-2 L et @emevtibgl BLSSWIF); FnlLef] OMElhisET 6(Q — LSMNEUNT, GRS, QIQ&T, wsHW BirCssb, WamT, Sl ITCssD,
2 sanu NgGsei.
* AW SieMEST R&S NTsTE] HLLT, BewetvnLenioési ignifiim L GLed SSABLINBLEIT OSMLHIE eneUSSHTT; LOSHMIMeQTT, WSS NITECHED, RIOET (PHVEDLOESTSHeT LhiGSHMEoTT.
* IBHILIGE) SnpULLL Sevoflliy: SbSlunelsr Sremuers gemn sHELUTensW somT 220 1Nevedleir siewoflés Lmefledmba 2040-6b swm 1 1qflebeSiiedr Lmeomnaeyn, 2047-60 siomi 1.6
19.fl6D6SILIEOT LTEOITE&HEYLD EUET(HLD.
* @ener@WIMT Ugsmésll GUITLLY (plqeseT: (eedLid @remuers asmdlemi L Fineued (pibenu, Sresormd @b VNIT prsyf], epeorpmd Lib IIT smbHbseir.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Organising department Department of Chemicals and Petrochemicals, under the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers
anun® 655 glemn SremueTiiseT whHmib UG @Temnues sienn; STEMUeThSET WHDID & ThGET HemEssdHSler S
FICCI Founded in 1927; headquarters New Delhi
BhFw iS58 HNID SMHlEL Fnl L eniolijGerledr &n.l L emioli 1927-6b FmieuLILLL 8); HeWEVeMIDWISID LjgIHl606d
(FICCl)
Partner country Japan
galLnefl BB sgliLimedT
World's largest refinery complex Jamnagar in Gujarat
2 _edletr WsLIOLIflW eTetoTOle0NL &SHSHIILS OSTESS SQIMSHSH60T QMDBHEBT
Tamil Nadu's petrochemical hub Manali in Chennai, site of the Chennai Petroleum Corporation refinery
SONPBIL 60T QUL GIm ST&MLIET oD aged ufledT Lo6TOTE); 5 e GomeSib smilLGreaqesr ssHsiili Heneuwid SieniobgieTer G 1D

HARD

Bihar Integrated Manufacturing City Gaya Limited launched at Bodh Gaya

I U5 swneled s @phidlensnnbs 2 HUSS HSID SWT 6AO6LL" OST_&HsHID

Bihar Integrated Manufacturing City Gaya Limited was formally launched at Bodh Gaya on 24 October 2026 by Bihar Chief Minister Samrat Choudhary, who also unveiled the
company's logo, website and integrated land-allotment portal and released the curtain-raiser for Bihar Business Connect 2027. Twelve memoranda of understanding covering about
300 acres were signed, proposing investment of about Rs 4,200 crore and 16,095 jobs in food processing, auto components and pharmaceuticals. The project is a 1,670-acre
industrial city at Dobhi block in Gaya district, developed as a fifty-fifty joint venture between the Bihar Industrial Area Development Authority and the National Industrial Corridor
Development and Implementation Trust, under the Amritsar to Kolkata Industrial Corridor.
‘Teni @hdaneoonns 2 Dusd HaID swm eSblaL’ 2026 isELUT 24 60 Uss swneled e (peeenoésd smbaml. asemSiilme (pennwing:s S ksl Lg); [Hnieuerssler
SlebT6vTLD, @EWETVILISENLD LOHMID Q(BHRISDeHS Hlov QESES B euenESTHMSID SieuT eeueluil®, s Widerev saersl 2027 simflws Hspeneub OSLik eneugsi. aomi 300
aésenr 2 eTenLsal 12 Lfibgieniey QUUbSHISET enaeILRSSTEeT; 2_cuay USILEBSSIHED, unser 2 Sflunahiessr, GHSsS slenmserle somf b.4,200 Gsg WseS® LHNID
16,095 GeuemeveumiiliL|ger (pedrawomawtLCLeor. SWiT reul L SHleor GLm eulLs&led 1,670 asbsifleh siemwwd asmpe maab @s); Wanr agmble LS Gbum (B yemetonuid oHmiD
Bad 63Nl auflSsL GDLITE HMID OFLIETEES ANESSLLeD6T SpdiLauDNIsHE SenGuumer 50:50 &l @ wwhduns, sufissTev-asnaassn asnlen eufldsL SHer S
2_HEUT&SLILGADE!.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« A1,670-acre industrial city at Dobhi block, Gaya district, approved by the Government of India on 28 August 2024 at a total cost of about Rs 1,339 crore including land.
« The special purpose vehicle was incorporated on 6 January 2025 as a fifty-fifty joint venture of BIADA and NICDIT.
« Twelve MoUs for about 300 acres, about Rs 4,200 crore of proposed investment and 16,095 jobs; the full project is expected to attract about Rs 16,500 crore and create about 1.10 lakh
jobs.
« It forms part of the Amritsar to Kolkata Industrial Corridor under the National Industrial Corridor Development Programme, with the National Industrial Corridor Development Corporation as
implementing agency.
« The site lies near National Highways 22 and 19 and about 39 km from Gaya airport.
* sWm e’ L b, GLmi eu'Ls8led 1,670 aésil asnfled mamb; 2024 gyaevl. 28 sisTn SbH Simsmed QLILSED; [Flevd 2 _6TUL CLTSHSE aF6e &lom ¢b.1,339 G,
* Amly Grné@ Himieueotd 2025 gevreaurfl 6 sisotm BIADA iohmitb NICDIT e Guiwimeor 50:50 sa (B (owndiunst ufle] asiiuLg).
* gomy 300 aésmee 12 yflbgieoniey QUUbsmhsT; swomi ab.4,200 Gy wesrewmpuiiuiL wse8@; 16,095 Geausneeumiiiser. (s LD o ¢b.16,500 Gamg waeeSienLuyb &omy 1.10
L&D BeuemeVeuMLILILSEMEMLD FFT&ELD 6TeuT erSITLmTliL.
* Gapdw asmfled aufidsL GubuT s SILsSler S dfliseTev-asT0s6S56T OSMIL aUASSL ST QB LGS, agweNsHs (paeno Caslu ezl aufssL GUM B SPsLD.
* GadlL BBERETEDSET 22 HMID 19-6& SiHE6D, S eorer HevewidHedmbal somT 39 &.15. asTenaedlsd SienlobaeTens.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Project location Dobhi block, Gaya district, Bihar

HLSleor SiemoedlL b GLmi eulL LD, SWwim meul LD, e
NICDC Nodal agency for India's industrial corridors; headquarters New Delhi

Gadlw azmpled aufidsL Guibum B swan (NICDC) Spdlunelleit 5T QPSS i EHSHSETET GHILED (PSHEMID; SEMEEMLOWISID LgHle06d
Amritsar to Kolkata Industrial Corridor Runs along the Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor across seven states

) 7 DBSHST EBMPleL QPSS D Hse UTsCwss sT6@ afISsLSHMmS QLI a1 nHlernkiseT euTsES Qs &g
Chief Minister of Bihar Samrat Choudhary

WS (PHEVEDLOEET gmbgml. e\gFengifl
Tamil Nadu's industrial corridor node The Chennai to Bengaluru Industrial Corridor, with a node at Ponneri

SOPHM 60T ST EUPISHL EDIOUID ClE6TEmEDT-EILIRISCEIHIH OBMPl6D EUflSSLID; eLTeTGeoTiilufied € emLowid
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TAMIL NADU SPECIAL
| 580516 fmiy

Bl wepium
Tamil Nadu marks the 225th death anniversary of the Marudhu Pandiyar brothers
I Lo@HE Lnetoriquiy s@ansmisefler 225-618) Hleneote] mHeT SUOIDHIL 6D Ssoysli

Official tributes were paid across Tamil Nadu on 24 October 2026, the 225th anniversary of the hanging of the Marudhu Pandiyar brothers by the British at Thiruppathur in Sivaganga
district on 24 October 1801. Periya Marudhu, also known as Vellai Marudhu, and his younger brother Chinna Marudhu were commanders and rulers of the Sivaganga kingdom who
had served under Rani Velu Nachiyar. Minister C.T.R. Nirmal Kumar garlanded the statue at Thiruppathur, and Minister Rajmohan laid a floral tribute on behalf of the state government
at the statue and portrait in the Gandhi Mandapam complex at Guindy in Chennai. Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay paid tribute recalling the Jambu Island Proclamation.

1801 &@LU 24 i1 feushiens wreul L HLussTiled oymdGuwme wms Ll sGsnsIiser Hrésled L ser 225-eug) Henerey mHremmenr 2026 SisGLLT 24 SiedTm)
SODHTG (W(QeUGID SiTs smiLied Sigheed AEQISSHLILL LS. Cl6usTEmaT LOBE! 6TEITMID SHeMPSELILGBL Ll LBE! HMID SieuTs) SbLi Hedteor LHE! SHABWIMT, Trevoll Geugy BrEfuwimflesr Sp
ustoflwnpuil Heushiens AT HeTUSSEDLD L ALIMETTHEBLD Sp6UT. SNeMEFST &.19.941. Blied Gomi HELuSSHTHlEL 2 6T HewevéE mene) 1eollefiSGIHNT; HemEST TTRGLOTEEIT,
Q60TemEnT E6ToTqUT6h 2 _6iTeT SMThg LETUTLLID eueTaHHSHl6d 2_6iterm dlemev LHMID LILSHHS Lombley Sire: miifed weory gred Sigheed OsgusSleum. aevenioési d. Ggnall efigil, by Sey
TsLeTSH6ns [Hleneine)snihgl Siersed OFQISHS 60T .

KEY EXAM POINTS

« The brothers were hanged at Thiruppathur in Sivaganga district on 24 October 1801, which makes 2026 the 225th anniversary.

« Periya Marudhu, also called Vellai Marudhu, and Chinna Marudhu ruled and commanded the Sivaganga kingdom and had served Rani Velu Nachiyar.

* The Jambu Island or Jambudweepa Proclamation of 1801 is regarded as one of the earliest calls to Indians to unite against foreign rule.

« The brothers were associated with the Southern Indian Confederation and the battle of Kalaiyarkoil.

« Minister C.T.R. Nirmal Kumar paid tribute at Thiruppathur and Minister Rajmohan at the Gandhi Mandapam complex at Guindy in Chennai.
* 1801 ax&@Lmui 24 oisirm) feusrhiensa el L SHbLusanfler s@ansnissr snéalsol il LerT; eraor@eu 2026 eredtug) 225-6u8) Hleweurey Shesr®.
* El6UETEMET LOIHE)! ETEOTEULD StemipdaLILBD eLfi bS] WHOID SebTer e AHGWT Heushens SiTens S d OFlGeUTHET, SeTLHseT; el Geug mréduwinfler S ueflwnbrileor.
* 1801-gyib opetor® giby Sey (gbLsefiLl) 1maLeord, siedresll Sy Aemws erdliTsa BbFHuiiaer Qemleneunu GeustorBId 6T6in (PHEMVSSI SieDIpLILS6Ted QETDNSS HBHSILBSADSI.
* ageiTeullb Sl &nl Lol HMID SmenemumiGareis) GUTHL T EGHMSITEH6T ABTLTLEDLULIEUTHET.
* SiemIEET dl.1q.. BITL06) ST HBLLSSTHIID, SiemL&sT RGBT OF6ITENET Hlevur. HbH LOETITLLID CUETTSSSID Sierded OFISSH 6T .

STATIC GK CONNECT

Kingdom of the Marudhu brothers Sivaganga
®Bs @snaMTSH6fl6r Sirs: eushiens
Date of their execution 24 October 1801, at Thiruppathur
SieUTSHET GO L BreT 1801 ews@LmT 24, HmLussiled
Jambu Island Proclamation Issued in 1801; an early appeal to Indians to unite against the British
@b Sy igsLeond 1801-6b Qeuarfluii i’ gI; pridGeowient ardliTss SbSwiaer Qemleneonu Geustor®iD eTedTm (PHSME SieMLPLIL|
Rani Velu Nachiyar Queen of Sivaganga, honoured as Veeramangai; the Marudhu brothers served under her
nevofl Geueyl HIEFSALIMT Housr mevofl; ‘e ' ere1L1 GUTHDILBLIEUT; S FCHNSITSH6T SieuTs Sp Levolwnbrfleot
Polygar Wars Fought in the southern Tamil country between 1799 and 1805 against the East India Company
UMememuSSTIT GUIT &6 1799 (ps6b 1805 auemr 656 SlflpssSled HpsdbSis sbeaLeflen afiss HenLaLhDeney

| 09 [YININY

Hero Cycles emerges lowest bidder to supply 5,32,388 bicycles under the Tamil Nadu Modern Bicycle Scheme

I BOPHTE meleor WdHleuetora s SILLSHed 5,32,388 1ilHleuetorgsemen auprhis GIT enasbdleren Gennbhd eflene geamnssd Coiey

On 24 October 2026 it emerged that Hero Cycles had been declared the lowest or L1 bidder to supply 5,32,388 bicycles to Class 11 students in Tamil Nadu under the state's Modern
Bicycle Scheme. The order covers 2,37,133 bicycles for boys and 2,95,255 for girls. The rates quoted, inclusive of taxes, are Rs 7,235 for a boys' bicycle and Rs 7,476 for a girls’
bicycle, which takes the total to roughly Rs 392 crore against a budget allocation of about Rs 277 crore, leaving a shortfall of some Rs 115 crore that an additional allocation is
expected to cover after the work order is placed. The scheme is implemented by the Directorate of Backward Classes Welfare.
SOIPHML 60T Befienr Fleuctong.d Sl sHleir &l 11-gyib euGLiL oneToTeUTHEBHHS 5,32,388 LOFl616T0TI SHEmeT CUPMHIGEUSNHSETET Gemmibs eflene (L1) aegmmns e Grm engédlemen
Bimieueorid Gaiey QLI BeTeng eTedtLg 2026 SisGLLT 24 st QeuelLimes). SEl6b omemreaui&eEbéd 2,37,133 15leuetona.seEmbLb, L N86bH&@ 2,95,255 1Feuetong &@EmpLo
SILTRIGLD. euflseT 2 6TLL omesoreul Llleuesony. QeTmIeE €. 7,235 eredrmitd, wevorell Lolleuetony QeTMISE €. 7,476 eredrmid eflemey G UL BeTens); SHeTTe CLNSSHE 615606 SLOMT Cb.
392 Ganmquwins 2 wifdng). L agl Q&IGEG slom ob.277 sy L BGL ereTLsTe &lomi ¢b.115 Gamg. uHDTéEGenD anUBSDEI; Leooll yeneotr auphsliulL DG &Bs60 QHISE0
QUIPTRISLILBLD 6eTedT eTEHTLMTSSBUILBEDS). IDLUBSSILLGLMT BevedT SWHSHISHD Sbss L SmsE 65LBSHEDE).

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Atotal of 5,32,388 bicycles: 2,37,133 for boys and 2,95,255 for girls, all for Class 11 students.
« Rates quoted inclusive of taxes: Rs 7,235 for each boys' bicycle and Rs 7,476 for each girls' bicycle.
« Total cost works out to about Rs 392 crore against a budget allocation of about Rs 277 crore, a gap of about Rs 115 crore.
« The implementing agency is the Directorate of Backward Classes Welfare, Government of Tamil Nadu.
« Tamil Nadu's free bicycle scheme for higher secondary students dates from 2006-07, and the state is the country's largest distributor of free school bicycles.
* GwnssLb 5,32,388 LHeustonse: onereuTsEnée 2,37,133, neoelseEnsd 2,95,255; Sienearsgid 11-g5b U@L LTeTTeUTSEbhsHES .
* auflset 2 6L snmiuL eflewen: Lometoreu WFlevetorq QeTNIHS €. 7,235, wnevorell &leuetorng QeTmIHS . 7,476.
* QWN$sE QFee)] &om €b.392 Gamy; L an’ @&ISEEM somi ¢b.277 Gamg; &omd ¢b.115 sy UHDTEGEND.
* QFWLLBSEID (WaEHemLo: SIOPHNH Sirdledt IDUESSILLGLNT HevedT SUISSBISID.
* Guebrblemevl Lieerf] LomevoTeurT SEB&HSTET SIAPHTL 60T Seveus WGleuetoned SiLib 2006-07 wsed agweLBEDE!; B GG siHe Beveus LeTerl LFlauesongsenem uTRIGLD WHeVD SOLPHTE.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Implementing department Directorate of Backward Classes Welfare, Tamil Nadu
QFIWILIBSSID Slewm IDUGSSILLCLTT BevetT QUISSBISID, SOIPHTE
Year the scheme began 2006-07
SILLID Qs 9465016 2006-07
Beneficiary class Class 11 students of government and government-aided schools
uweorerf] eu@LIL 318 HMID SiTs 2 F6el auMID LeTeflserled L &@SD 11-94b 6u@LIL LoMeToTeUT &6l
Lowest bidder Hero Cycles
SODHS 6Nleney TVSTIT G engsdlaten
Other Tamil Nadu school welfare schemes The noon meal scheme begun in 1956 and expanded in 1982, and the free laptop scheme of 2011
SOIpHMLIq 60T 19 el s F L g6 1956-60 QML 1982-60 efifleunsaliu’L wHw 2 evoreysd LD, 2011-6b ST Eev6us Lolgasevoflenfls SHiiLLD
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E8 vepium

Tamil Nadu cuts VAT on aviation turbine fuel; Union Civil Aviation Minister thanks the state
I eflloment erfleLm el Wameot wble el auflenwd Geonds SOPBTE; He 68 felss oS exomer GUTEESeUTSHE! HeMOFET

An extraordinary gazette notification issued by the Tamil Nadu Commercial Taxes and Registration Department on 23 October 2026 cut value added tax on aviation turbine fuel from
29 per cent to 16 per cent at Chennai airport and to 1 per cent at every other airport in the state. On 24 October 2026 Union Civil Aviation Minister Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu
publicly thanked Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay for the decision, saying that making air travel more affordable requires the Centre and the states to work together. The reduced rates
apply from 1 November 2026 to 31 October 2027 on fuel sold by oil companies to scheduled airlines for domestic operations.

SDHTE euetolla eurfleer wHNID LFleySHIEnD 2026 iBGLILT 23 St eeuefuilL dfply sirdsp smlelédanauler cpsulb, efioner erfloLne Water WIS &l @ eurfl ageTeneor
efloner HlemeowisHled 29 sa6lissSe0mHal 16 ss6isonaab, wilesdler D sieneards eforer Henauwnisefid 1 sseigonsabd GemnéaiulLgl. 2026 aisGLILT 24 26T 1SS
eflonerll GUTEGS6UTSHEIS SHlenD M &lehanmiiy nmb Gonser HMy®B, Bbd (PLYeUsHE (PHemEST §. Cgnall elyiil-6@ LhsLNs Hers asfleNss), allomer LLITTSens
Lo69l6UMEMTSITE LOMHM oSS HITELD LoMEley SiT&EEBLD Eenetnbg OFweILL. GeuesorBLD ereors GMILLILLMT. 2026 meubud 1 psed 2027 2isGLmui 31 euen, 2 6THT.(BEF CFeneusEhsans
eTesoTaI6ToTIL [fimIeuenTTRISET S LA L efloner HinieueThisEbhse efihGD aflaunpense Sbss GeonssiulL aufl eldshiser OUTHBHEID.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« VAT on aviation turbine fuel cut from 29 per cent to 16 per cent at Chennai airport and to 1 per cent at all other airports in Tamil Nadu.
« Notified by the Commercial Taxes and Registration Department through an extraordinary gazette notification dated 23 October 2026.
« Valid from 1 November 2026 to 31 October 2027 for fuel supplied to scheduled airlines for domestic operations, against a purchaser's declaration filed with monthly returns.
« Union Civil Aviation Minister Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu thanked the Chief Minister for the decision on 24 October 2026.
« Aviation turbine fuel is outside the Goods and Services Tax and is taxed through state VAT; the Centre has repeatedly urged states to bring the rate down to between 1 and 4 per cent to
support regional connectivity.
* efloneot erflewnpe Wameor eunl eurfl, Ggsitement eXlonenr HevawidHled 29 saelissSledlmheal 16 sseisonsaid, SOPHT IG6T NN HenaTHe el Heveowiiseflaib 1 eseiswonsaibd Gl
* 2026 2xs@Lmi 23 GaHuil L &nli| andsp sinflefiéens cpalb el euflser wHID LHeySsenDUITE dlef&EalILTLS).
* 2026 meubu 1 @psed 2027 2i&GLILT 31 eueml OFLRILIGUITELD; 2 6THT(BHF CFaneusEnsanss S LA L alloner BHneueThiseEndse auphsliu®D efounbeEnsa, nSMbhET eumeumis
HUIHGL 60T eunmhiGLeufledr 2_miFlewmfl srése aFiuwiuL GeuestorBL.
* 2026 21&@Lui 24 T WSS elonet GUTSGeUTSE Siemlo&an Sehammii] nmb Gonser BB b (PeysE (WHVENESBES Herl aSfelSsHT.
* eflloneot erflewnpe gereigb@ eleueflGw 2 6iterng); omblev eurl eufl cpeGlo aufl efFldbalLBEHDE. e L Qenemiienu Ssflbs aufl elldsdams 1 Wse 4 gaeisonsd Gemnéds Geuetor(BLd erer
WEH o118 WNHlevhiseneTsd OSTLIHE CaL(B euBEDE.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Union Minister of Civil Aviation Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu
wsSw el 1 Guné 5815 &lewm FE1T #epeaniiy omd Gonsedr BB
Notifying department Commercial Taxes and Registration Department, Government of Tamil Nadu
anfleféens eeuafluiilL giewm auetolle aufleer HMID USleysgienm, SOIDHTE ST
Why states tax aviation turbine fuel Itis one of the five petroleum products kept outside the Goods and Services Tax
aflonen erfleLnbEn&S wnblerase eurfl elFlliLg) ereor lerevig 6@ QeueiG emeudbasiLL(Beer gbg) UL Crmedwul aunbLsafls) @g e eoTm)
Regional connectivity scheme UDAN, or Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik, launched in 2016
el Lny Senetoiliys SLLIb 2 | et — '2_BL BGsely &M b Brefls — 2016-60 OFMLRISILL LS
International airports in Tamil Nadu Chennai, Coimbatore, Madurai, Tiruchirappalli and Tuticorin
SOIPHM 16T &TeuCSHE efloner Hlemeviirniser QlgsiTemenT, GHMUIDLISSTI, ogIenT, SlBEATmiveTef], HTS&5HS!9

EASY

Tamil Nadu Agriculture Department issues a statewide advisory to protect standing paddy from heavy rain
I &seToenpuiladimihg) OmDULlenTS SnéHs wnhleb sgeilu sirajsmrenwt aeuefluii’L slibmr®H GeueTmeirenios &6nmn

With a heavy rain warning in force, the Tamil Nadu Department of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare issued a statewide advisory on 24 October 2026 to protect standing samba and
thaladi paddy, and ordered district-level control rooms to be set up for emergency coordination. The advisory, issued under Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare Minister Vinoth, directs
officials to cover harvested paddy at government Direct Purchase Centres, clear irrigation canals and field drains, and keep tractors and pumpsets staged at flood-prone points.
Damage reports must carry photographs and GPS coordinates so that assessments can be fast-tracked for relief eligibility.

STDEmL 61&51flEems Hlevadil & pedleh, ABOHLUITTET FDLIT LHNID SHTeTqenwis SMILGSHENS SOPHTE Geuamesorenio HNID eleusmulssr Hodgienn 2026 &GLMLT 24 SiedTn) Hlevid
sweiw anfleyenreni aeuafluilLgi; SiusTsTe QBhiEanemilb neu L Sieraisd sLGUUTLE SienneHeaneT Sienodasayb & ssreilL gl Gealermeureno LHNID efleusmulseT Hesgienn
siemés] eiGens semevenioulied aeuafluii i’ @bs snfeyenmuied, sirs: GHIl QB OGS Hlenevirhisefled HmieuenL. OFLLINILLL HEIENE) CP EDEUSSHED, LITEET EUMLISESTEISET
LoHNID CUYSTELSHEDETS ST EUMTEYLD, EleueTen SALMLLpeTen S rhisafled KITSLTS6T wHmId G LT LbLSeners switi Heneule eneubsayb sflsnflsense snleynssiu’ Berarg. C&s
slbenaseafled LemaLiLL e Hmib Zlifeev Syusasmeneeyser SLbaun GeuetorBLo; e Hleunrend s@Héaner wHISBa6r efenreuns (iq&HsULBLD.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« District-level control rooms ordered for emergency coordination during the rain spell.

« Harvested paddy at government Direct Purchase Centres is to be covered, and irrigation canals and field drains cleared.

« Tractors and pumpsets are to be staged at flood-prone points, with the Agriculture, Horticulture and Agricultural Engineering wings working alongside local bodies.

« Damage reports must include photographs and GPS coordinates, with assessments fast-tracked for relief-scheme eligibility.

« Samba and thaladi are the main north-east monsoon paddy seasons in Tamil Nadu, concentrated in the Cauvery delta districts.
* DEMIPS HNEVSSH6) SIEUFTSHTE) QBRISEDETIILILSS Lomeul L Siemelled HLBULTL(B SEDDSEN6T AeHL0ES 2_STT6Y.
* ama GBlg. ABED BMETLPSHE Hlemelitisefleh SimieuenL. QFLILINILLL OHEEna) cPlg eneusbs: BeuetuT(BID; LIME6T eUMLIGSTESET OHMID CUIGSTeE&EeTSH ST eumr Beussor(BLd.
* QeueiTem SiLMLLpaTer S rhugerfled 1IméLTseT wHmib Gom Ly ubyger swni Hleneuls) Bmés GeustorBid; Geuetmetoremio, GamLésemen wHmib Geuemmesor auMMluiiwed Wfleyser 2_eemd

SIELLILSHEBL 60T Qeneutha OFWeLL Bevetor(BLD.
* Gas amlsenasafled LenaLliLLhiseT HnIb il SyLbasnenaaser @Lbaun Geuetor®b; Heunrenis L s s&dHéaner wHIiBaer alenTeyL@ssi@D.
* SONPBTLIEIT (PSS QUL HIPSSLI LITHEUDEDLY QH6D LITheUrhISET SDUIT LoMMID Semq; Beneu smefifl ALeOLT reul L hisafled asribgieTereor.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Department that issued the advisory Department of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare, Tamil Nadu
anflejemreni euafluii’L genn GBeuermetoremio HMID eleusmuiser mevsgiemnm, SIODPHTE
Paddy procurement agency Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies Corporation, which runs the Direct Purchase Centres
QIBED EIBMET(LPSHED [BIMIEUEDTLD Gl QIBED ASTET(LPHE HlEDELLIRISENET HLSSID SONDPHTH HISTOLNHST euTewilLé SP&ID
Cauvery delta districts Thanjavur, Tiruvarur, Nagapattinam and Mayiladuthurai, known as Tamil Nadu's rice bowl
srefifl QLD Lomeul L g6 BHEFTWIT, HBEUTEHT, HraUILL 6D, UlTBEIEnD — SOIPHTL I ABDHESETERAILID
Paddy seasons in Tamil Nadu Kuruvai, samba, thaladi and navarai
SOIDBTL 60T QBED LT LH6urhIseT SMIEHE, FIDLIT, SITEMLY., [HEUSHT
Minister for Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare Vinoth
(¢ 5 oHmb el WIS6T HEVSSHIEDD SEMIDEFSFT elGeuns
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
I asnfleflwed & OSMPleOHIL LD

HARD

AATAL, an integrated air pollution analysis laboratory for Delhi-NCR, inaugurated under Mission Mausam
I e edT elenald SISl S Fleved-GaalLs HeWEBST LGS ST (BhHenembd SMDN) s LGLILMLe| Syieusd AATAL OBML&&L0

On 24 October 2026 Union Minister of State for Science and Technology and for Earth Sciences Dr Jitendra Singh inaugurated the Integrated Atmospheric Chemistry and Aerosol
Toxicity Analysis Laboratory, known as AATAL, at the Delhi branch of the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology. Set up under Mission Mausam and described by the government as
the world's first integrated facility of its kind, AATAL goes beyond the air quality index by identifying pollution sources in real time together with the composition of particulate matter,
including metals and toxic elements, and their effects on health. It is integrated with the institute's AIRWISE system, which issues 72-hour forecasts at a resolution of 400 metres.

2026 2168LuT 24 sistn), sflefiwed whHnib asMHleLEIL LD wHID WS Sirflefiied SHlennaEnésser o Genemnuenoés] LisLT BGsbSr ik, @b QeuliLioesor e cureflened
ey Hneueddleir Slevedld dememuiieh 'QBmidlenemrbg cuarfloetor_ey Geugluliwied HMID HIETITSISET hEsSHS60TemID LGLILMLEY Spilieusd’ (AATAL) lleussenss QS eneuSSHT.
a6 eLoensid LSSl S siemwdsiLlL B8, Bbs euenauled 2 E6T (WoH QbhSlmahs eusd erer airans elauflsalLBAng. sMHNG s GUILenL LB &6, T
anuUBLD cpevrisenet Crag CrrsHle) sHetorLmleugi e, 2 Ganshigher HMID HEss SHeoflomiser 2 6TLL [HIETT SiH6THe 6T &nnisHenemuD, Sienel 2 LemasHle anuBSSId
ungliysenemyd AATAL setoriléingl. 400 BLLT egefleysdmenfled 72 weooll b (wedtemmleailiLsener eupri@L sibBneuerssler AIRWISE siemwli e 8 QbrhdensuésliuL BeTens).

KEY EXAM POINTS
« Full name: Integrated Atmospheric Chemistry and Aerosol Toxicity Analysis Laboratory, at the Delhi branch of the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology.
« Inaugurated by Dr Jitendra Singh, Minister of State with independent charge for Science and Technology and for Earth Sciences, under Mission Mausam.
« It identifies pollution sources in real time and the composition of PM2.5 including metals and toxic elements, along with health effects, rather than reporting only an index value.
« It is integrated with AIRWISE, the Air Quality Warning and Integrated Decision Support System for Emissions, which gives 72-hour forecasts at 400-metre resolution.
« It supports the Commission for Air Quality Management in the National Capital Region and Adjoining Areas and the Graded Response Action Plan; an illustrative reading showed transport
contributing about 25 per cent of Delhi's pollution.
 Also present were Earth Sciences Secretary Dr T. Srinivas Kumar, [ITM Director Dr A. Suryachandra Rao and IMD Director General Dr Mrutyunjay Mohapatra.
* Wl OUWIT: QBhdenetonhs euefloesor e Geugluiiwieh LHDID HISTSHIBET HEsSHSETEnID LGLILTLEY Splieusid; b eeuliioesor e euneflene yiiey HneueTsEler Heedd Senemuied
SIEOLOHSI6TENS).
* aiflefiwied, OBMPlEdHI LD HMID WO Simflefiied SiennaEnoHaner seuflll T Senenenoésl LTsLT S@abHT ik sieuisene Wagqer ewensid FILSHer S OSTLiGLILILE.
* BB ereduremenor L (B> 6BlefSa®Moe, s cpeurisener Ghl GhIsdled setorLfleugi 6T, 2 Ganamissr HmID HEss seflohse 2 6L PM2.5 mietorgiseiserler snnisenemyl
2 1 6bmBeull LMSILILSemeD &evorLlSns.
* 2 181DEYBEDBEHSTET SMDHMIS ST 61581568 LHMID QBHISeTHS (WiaeleuBLL sy siemwlilmer AIRWISE-2_Ler @piudeneoréaiiu Berens); &g 400 BLLT aseafleysdneofled 72 evofl
GBI (WeiTeorMeNLEHensT QUPMHIGSDSI.
* BGadls HMLBBT LGS LHMID BT QLI LIGHSEBSHSTEN SMHMIS ST GLOCTETITENLD SheMETITILILD LHMID LIgHlene BLAl&smesH SILSSHNES woTeuts B asweLBADs);
aBsaIH LTS Fevedluler wnaele & 25 s6igb GUTEGEUTSSTE eDLBEUS ST LLILLLS).
* il snflefluieh SiEwNE QFWILT LTSLE 1g. Seufleunen @i, ITM SubGnhI LISLT 6. @iwsbir mme, Sbslw euneflenc gyiiey eniow SWISSHT 61EQeoTme) LISLT OBSILEFL LonaLSTT
SHEAGWINIHLD &6VIHSIEISTETOTL 60T .
STATIC GK CONNECT

Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology Established in 1962; headquarters Pune; an autonomous institute of the Ministry of Earth Sciences

BhS QaulILIDesoTL 6y eueuileney Sliiey HimieuesTd 1962-6b Fimieuli’ L g); Hemevemiowlsid LBeor; w6l nflefiie) sienoésaddlen seoteommdl Hnieuetd
Mission Mausam Approved by the Union Cabinet in September 2024 to strengthen weather and climate services

106601 ElLoeELD 6ufl wHmID srehlenas G auIILBSs 2024 a&lLbLfle) WSS SienLo&ETEnEULITED QUL SiaflbsiLlLg)
CAQM A statutory body for the NCR and adjoining areas under the CAQM Act, 2021

&mmis s1 Gloeonetoremio Shemevorid (CAQM) 2021 CAQM &L L&l 8 BGadlus H600boT LGS HNID 06T Sl LIGHHEDHE SenodsuL L sl Ten Sienlily
Ministry of Earth Sciences Created in 2006; it administers the IMD, IITM, INCOIS and NCPOR

w1 sifleluieh Siemioéeamd 2006-60 2_peundaiulLg); IMD, IITM, INCOIS, NCPOR gydlweuhenm bl eudlébéms)
PM2.5 Particulate matter of diameter 2.5 micrometres or less, which penetrates deep into the lungs

PM2.5 mietor giseaen 2.5 eww&BIMBLLI S60608 HBHGS @MU eSILL(PETET BT HIBETEHET; HIENTUITEN6IT LD CUEDT BEF6IVEEn.IqILIEDEN
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IMPORTANT DAYS
I (P&HSWI BT SH6iT

Ik} EASY
Indo-Tibetan Border Police marks its 65th Raising Day on 24 October
I 2&HBLILT 24 — @HCHT-HOLS er60emevs SHTev6d LiemLulledr 65-618) 2 ([HeUTSHS HTeT

The Indo-Tibetan Border Police observed its 65th Raising Day on 24 October 2026. Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union Home Minister Amit Shah greeted the force's personnel,
who are known as Himveers or Himalayan warriors, praising their valour and their service on the high-altitude frontier. The ITBP was raised on 24 October 1962 in the aftermath of the
India-China war and is a Central Armed Police Force under the Ministry of Home Affairs, with headquarters in New Delhi. The force counts 1962 as its first year, which is why 2026 is
reckoned as the 65th Raising Day.

BHGa-Hlews eTebemevd Simeued LiewL 2026 Si&GLILT 24 Si6dTm) H6018 65-6u8) 2 [HeuTHs HTeners asTesuTLquig). 'amlbeiiser sisbevg @rew eSTia6T erer smwobalLBL st
uenLulledr efmisEns®, sl HEHET GLom HMID WSS 2_6THmn AeHEFT lH agm epHBWT eunpdsl esfleNsa!, seuisefler efTdHamswd 2 wiToneT ereeneoll LiGHserfled
sieuTseT SHHMID Geeneuenwyd LML iqeori. 1962 @bSlwin-Seorm GunbdeL Im@ 1962 2ibGLLT 24 2ierm ShoLl LenL 2 (HeudsiLlLg); W 2 _aigenn JienossssHler Sp
BuihiGD WSS HWHE HTelsh LemL B8, Hemeemlowisid LgiFlesduled o eteng). 1962-ylb SyetorenL Gl (0560 heTUTLTEHS HevtrédlBeusned, 2026 eredTug) 65-6u8| 2 ([HeUTSHS HemmHd
SMBSILEGHDE.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Raised on 24 October 1962 after the India-China war; 2026 is the 65th Raising Day because the force counts 1962 as year one.

« A Central Armed Police Force under the Ministry of Home Affairs, with headquarters in New Delhi.

* Motto: Shaurya, Dridhata, Karm Nishtha, meaning valour, steadfastness and dedication.

« Its personnel are called Himveers, which means Himalayan warriors.

« It guards the India-China border along the Line of Actual Control, from the Karakoram Pass in the west to Jachep La in the east.

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union Home Minister Amit Shah both issued Raising Day greetings.
* 1962 @pSlwin-feorm CUIBSSL! LIDG 1962 216GLILT 24 ST & BeundaliulLg); 1962-0 (056 SeTuTLes sHeisdlBeusted 2026 eredTLg) 65-6ug 2 [HeunéHe ber.
* WS 2_ETHIEDD MDEESHS T ELp SWIRIGLD LSS B SHTEUED LIEDL ; HEDEEMLOWISLD Lig)H606S.
* @MI&EGaN6T: ‘Qaqemiwi, HBLSM, &l HeigLm — 6o, 2 _mif, HSLem 2_ewriey.
* @bsl uemLuletr efiTiaen 'arfibeliaer ereur SewdHELILEBEADNT ST, g6 LT Siomevwt eSTiseT.
* Guhdleh HIMEHMID SHevoTeumiil (PS6) Hlpsdled LMBsLl 6UI euem, 2_esureniowlnerr sLEBUUT B8 CamenL Ll SbSUIT-F6rT ereveneemwLl LTGISTHEDSI.
* rsof BCIHAT Gomg HMID WSS 2_6Tgienn Jen&sT S a4 SBEUBLD 2 (HeUTéES HT6T UTDSSIsmeTs esflaldseu.

STATIC GK CONNECT

Raising date 24 October 1962
2_[HEUNGELILILL. 6T 1962 &i&G@Lnur 24
ITBP motto Shaurya, Dridhata, Karm Nishtha
ITBP @n&Gsmer QeqenTwim, SGLST, S HlegLm
Central Armed Police Forces Seven in all: CRPF, BSF, CISF, ITBP, SSB, NSG and Assam Rifles
WSS UGS HTEUED LIEDL &6 ewngsib erp: CRPF, BSF, CISF, ITBP, SSB, NSG, sismb enmiieren
Border guarded by the ITBP The India-China border along the Line of Actual Control, from the Karakoram Pass to Jachep La
ITBP LUngsné@ib ere0emen SMMGSILD SevoTeumiil (PS60 LTGELI 60 6UEDIT, 2_6TUTEmLOWLITET HLBLLM.BHH GamienL QLiqw bSuiT-SF6orm eTedemen
Another force raised in 1962 The Special Frontier Force, also raised after the India-China war
1962-6d 2_(HEUNSSBLILLL LOHEDITH LML ALy erevemevtt LiewL ; @gieyd @bHwin-Feorm GBS LIDS 2 eI Lg|
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