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ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY

I SHMIFEESP60 & Lefuiuieh

8 vepium

Zoological Survey of India describes a new deep-water electric ray, Tetronarce ramanamurthyi, from the south-eastern Arabian Sea
I 05aTHEE 2imis sLedle ‘aLLCrmeidl moeoorepisd' erenib LSl SypsLed 1leir Hpéensemi @bl elleortidicd yiie| Hnieuerd elauflsss

On 27 October 2026 it was announced that scientists of the Zoological Survey of India have described a new deep-water electric ray, Tetronarce ramanamurthyi sp. nov., from the
south-eastern Arabian Sea, and have given it the common name Arabian Black Electric Ray. The species was described from nine specimens collected off India's south-west coast
and is the first confirmed record of the genus Tetronarce from the northern Indian Ocean. It carries 99 vertebral centra, of which 30 are monospondylous and 69 diplospondylous, and
is separated from its relatives on coloration, disc proportions, spiracle size and shape, endolymphatic pore size and electric organ dimensions. The study was led by Dr K. K. Bineesh,
Scientist E at the Marine Biology Regional Centre of the Zoological Survey of India at Chennai, with Junior Research Fellow Anil Kasinath and Dr David A. Ebert of the Pacific Shark
Research Center, Moss Landing Marine Laboratories, San Jose State University, and was supported under the Deep Ocean Mission of the Ministry of Earth Sciences. The species
name honours Dr M. V. Ramana Murthy, Mission Director of the Deep Ocean Mission. The formal description was published in the journal Zootaxa on 19 October 2026.
2026 o16@LmuT 27 siettnl, @bFHul efleoridlied yiile| Hinieier simflefiuieneniser 6geTHips@ oimiés sLede 'O Gamermid moswrepisd ereaibd L SHpsL6d 16T Fl[héHenaeni
alauflsgietensns amelssiulLg; 8snE HCMIwWs s W HBésens' ereibd UG aUIT euphisiLL[Berensl. SbSunelsr aseGLNE sLhHemIl LUGSHule CrafobasiuL eeitug
wnéliflsefleor siglienLuled Sbs Qerd efleuflsaiuLg); eu_ SbSui auphisLede ‘O Ll Grmermidl Guifleond & NIAILGSSIL L (&6 LHley B5iCe. B5D& 99 (WeTembsesor® eul (BaeT
2_eierent; sieubifled 30 QHenD UL (B euensWD, 69 BT 6nL CU (B eUMSIID SHGID. HIND, 6L Sl eldshaer, seungsd semeruler sieteyb aulgeuwpbd, Bissdeysd semetuler sierey,
06T 2_mu'ufedr LflioevoThise ydweunnilesr cpeld @& Sisedt 2_pefleisefLiflmhs CaunLBGSsILEADS. aFaTeneTuled 2 _6Tor hHIw efleorhisied Spliiey HmeueTSSH 6T HL6D
2 _uiiflwieb eul Ly emwwsSleir simflefweonem (Hlene-E) (pemevteui Gs. Ga. Wefely Hemevemioulied, emblemen @yiieyll Lisvoflwinen Sievfled sABNS LHOID Fmedr Ggeiv wHley
LIB0&6mEV&SSSS60T LoMeid Bevetoriqmhl &L6) Splleushisenens Gaibs LANS &M Spliiey enwwisSHler (pemeoeul GLeL 6. eruil pAGWMT Qemevonbs Bbs Splleney GohesTesorLeor. Lel
afleflie) SiemEFHSH 6T SDSLE LIetd SLsSler £ @sn& HHse sefllébsliulLg). SypoLed Lews S LsHler @UIbESHT (Wemereuf erb. 6. T06wor cpiSHufedr ELILIeT
Hleneuteysn (b euensulsh b BarsHnEU auwfiLliu’ Beteng). g6t Wwennwiner efleufliy 2026 sbELILT 19 sisitn) 'swoLnéHsT @sifled eeuaflinerg).

KEY EXAM POINTS

« The new species is Tetronarce ramanamurthyi sp. nov., common name Arabian Black Electric Ray, from the south-eastern Arabian Sea.
« It is the first confirmed record of the genus Tetronarce from the northern Indian Ocean.
« Described from nine specimens; it has 99 vertebral centra — 30 monospondylous and 69 diplospondylous.
« Led by Dr K. K. Bineesh, Scientist E, Marine Biology Regional Centre of the Zoological Survey of India, Chennai, with Anil Kasinath and Dr David A. Ebert of San Jose State University.
« Supported under the Deep Ocean Mission of the Ministry of Earth Sciences; the name honours Dr M. V. Ramana Murthy, Mission Director of the Deep Ocean Mission.
« The description was published in the taxonomic journal Zootaxa on 19 October 2026 and announced on 27 October 2026.
* yw Bevrd ‘aLLCrmevtnidl moeorepiHA'; Mgl Ll 'SCmiws s W6 Hlpsens'; HetordLlgselIL L BLID O56TEES Mié sL6D.
* auL @bHwi) uErsLedle ‘L Crmemidl’ Guiflerdleit 2 NIFILESSILLL (pS6d Lfley DaIGeu.
* eeiLg) onSliflseflssr oiqlinenLuied eleufldaiuLgi; 99 (erembsesor® eulBaer — 30 @hHenm eu B, 69 S enL e’ ®.
* agedtement sLed 2_ulifluieh eu L enwigSlesr snflefiweonen (wenereui Ga. Gs. efelq semevemio; ieuflled HADBNS WHMID &6 Ggmeiv LMHlE LIDSHEDEVSSBWBSSET (emevreu GLEIL 6. Ll
BeneoTbseoT.
* yell anflefiwied siemoésasHlein Splpsled Lwemrd S HElwsel; Shbaled Lweors S L SuSSHT (penereul 6rb. 6. moesor cpisdl auwifled evrlieLuw.
* efleurflin] 2026 21&GLILT 19 sisitn) ‘'swdLnéen sifled aaueflmens); i&GLILT 27 siehrn) sirflefésiulLg).
STATIC GK CONNECT

Zoological Survey of India — founded 1916, Kolkata; under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

8w eflerudiLieh Shiie] Eimjeueonid — GsTHMID 1916, Q&MESBSBIT; SHMIFELPED, CUEDTLD LOHMID HTEIREHEV MDD SleMDEFSSHSEI Sip
Deep Ocean Mission Approved in 2021 under the Ministry of Earth Sciences; Matsya-6000 is its crewed submersible

SIDSL 6D LILIETOTS Sl LLD 2021-@¢b yell afleflieh siemdsasHler £ aigniod); Wsevw-6000' g6t weflal LweléGn B cppds sed
Electric rays — order Order Torpediniformes; cartilaginous fishes that generate electric discharges from paired electric organs

10l6T HlpSewaser — euflems Lmifigefluniflen euflene; Qemevor ledr & MILILEETTE) BlEITENID 2 HEUTSEID GBSOSMIDL] LBeTEH6T
Zoological Survey of India regional centre in Tamil Nadu Marine Biology Regional Centre, Chennai

Sipm’iged bl elvrtisliieh Slile) HIMIeUeT U LT eDLoWID sLed 2_ulifluled eu LT emiowid, OF6dTEmeuT

Zootaxa A peer-reviewed journal for animal taxonomy, in which new species descriptions are formally published
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POLITY & GOVERNANCE
| sindlievenioli] & syl 8

A vepbium
National Human Rights Commission issues an advisory on 'Women's Safety at Work and Public Spaces' and seeks action taken reports within two
months
‘vevoflwiLraiseflid eung @Lseflib euessusefler LTgsML GBlés Gsdl weflls 2 flenaer SpememLb Bangeneard GHlli eeueflui®; SIetor® LNShisEHHSST
BLAUYEGNS AMGens BaHflsend

On 27 October 2026 the National Human Rights Commission of India issued an advisory on 'Women's Safety at Work and Public Spaces' and sent it to the Secretaries of ten Union
Ministries, the Chairperson of the Railway Board, and the Chief Secretaries and Administrators of all States and Union Territories. The advisory records that the female labour force
participation rate stood at 34.6 per cent as per the Periodic Labour Force Survey of September 2026, and that about 4.4 lakh crimes against women were reported in the National
Crime Records Bureau report published in 2026. It sets out eight focus areas: awareness of women's safety and of sexual harassment, safe infrastructure, bystander intervention, the
role of the police, support for survivors, cybercrime against women, long-term reforms, and other measures. The ministries named in the advisory are Women and Child Development,
Education, Home Affairs, Information and Broadcasting, Labour and Employment, Corporate Affairs, Road Transport and Highways, Housing and Urban Affairs, and Health and Family
Welfare; the Commission's own release says ten ministries while naming nine. All the authorities addressed have been asked to submit an action taken report within two months.
2026 a16@LmuT 27 sietn @Sl Cal weofls 2_femiser gyemevonid ‘Lswolluirhseflaibd aung S hiseaflid euesuseflsr LUTgISMIL GMss apGunsamens GHilisnu aeuaflull’ B, sieng
uSsl HEW emiEsshisafile agwenemiser, Tuilsb@eu eunfluig Hemeveu, LOHMID DTSS! LMBlerhIGET LHMID W eolliedr IITCHERISE6T HEDEVEMIDE CFUIEOTETTSHET LOHMID
Bifeundlsende sigilifwgl. 2026 asiLbUT LNesHu st GenLasuefl agmpleonen LenL pieflel auesurasefler agmpleonem LenL LhBshY efsn 34.6 eflipéanLns o _emens
eTebTmyD, 2026-@ed QeuafluiiL i’ Gad GHLI LifleyseT < 1| Si\é 6b ELIETITSEBES eTSmment &iomT 4.4 e 81D GDHDraseT Lifleundeenenr eredrmid s pGansemens ML
udley OFHLADEI. 676 H6uenTll LIGHS6T cuenILNIGSLILL(BETaTeur: CLeTTa6T LNSISTLIL LHImID Lnedled Osmbaney @&nlés efbliLemTTey, LTgISMLLTeT sLLenLoll|, Umjeneunem seneui®,
sreuedaIemDUletT Lki@, LTSI SUNLeITSHEDBSE BI6Y, OLICTITSEDSHE erHanen QeneovnLeulld @nmiser, Heoor sme §iHmeshaser, LHOID LD BHLeUSHenaS6T. SBNFeneTs
GSMITeD LWL L. SIenLo&E&ThIGET: ELETITEET HNID GLhengaer Gbun®, Heel, 2_digienm, saeeaus HMID Qefluriy, asmbenem wHMID Ceueneeumiliy, HnialeT efleusnIrhiaoer,
&nemeull GUTEGEITSE! HMID OHBERFTEnESET, 65 [Beuss LHOID HHTILM eeusmIThiseT, HID SHSTSTID LHMID GSBDL HEVEIT; SEDEILISHET AHIHE0S LHE HDIDEEHHIGET 6T60Té
GO LTEID QEITLIS SeMIDEESIE G eLwifl Beeng). Siemeursg iSlsila@En STesor® LNShSEBSHSST BLEUHMS AEHensHenIE FOILINSES Geustor(BLD eTeurd GaHMILL (BeTersg).

KEY EXAM POINTS

« The advisory is titled 'Women's Safety at Work and Public Spaces' and was issued by the National Human Rights Commission on 27 October 2026.

« It went to the Secretaries of ten Union Ministries, the Chairperson of the Railway Board, and the Chief Secretaries and Administrators of all States and Union Territories.

« It cites a female labour force participation rate of 34.6 per cent from the Periodic Labour Force Survey of September 2026.

« It cites about 4.4 lakh crimes against women in the National Crime Records Bureau report published in 2026.

« Eight focus areas are prescribed, including bystander intervention, cybercrime against women and support for survivors.

« An action taken report is to be submitted within two months.
* HBeungemeotd G Hemevli ‘Levofluiraiseflgd g SLseflid euetorsefler Ltgismi'; 2026 ai&GLUT 27 sisttn Gsdlw wevfls 2_femwseT gyemetonSSmed Qleuerflui L g).
* LSSl SHL AeMDEFHE QFWeVNeTTH6T, TuleBeu eumflig Hemeveur, SeneT g WNBlerhigeT HMID WyeoflieT ITGsEmiSal6T Heneeniod QFWIMETTEH6T HMID HTEUTESEHSE HDIILILLLS).
* 2026 eslLbuT sme GenLeeuefl agmleoneny LenL yieleul Guetorseflen agmdleonent LenL LhiGsHDY efldsb 34.6 alwésan® ererd GUILILLILBeTers).
* 2026-@6b euefuiiu’L Gaélw GHIL LFeseT SpemetunL SiN&EensuTled OLTITSHELSHES eTSHTTeT &iomT 4.4 LD GHDIRIGET 6T6uTé GUILIL.
* umfemeuwimemi Hewevui(®, ELETUTEEBSS erdmmer QenevvnLieufld Ghorader, LTI SllLeuTHEDSHS WBT6Y _6Tefl L 6TL[B S6euenTll LIGSH&eT.
* @r6t01(B LONSRIBEHHS6T HLOUGHNS HMHend FoTLIsasILL GeuedorBLD.

STATIC GK CONNECT

National Human Rights Commission — established 12 October 1993, under the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993
Gadlwl vl 2_MemIDS6T GheWETTTLID — AEHDSSILILL &) 1993 aws@LMUT 12; wenfls 2 iflemweasr LTgisiLs &L, 1993-Qer £1p
Composition A Chairperson and five members; the Chairperson is a former Chief Justice of India or a former Judge of the Supreme Court
SiemLoLiy QW Hemeveu HNID Lbhg 2 niifaniser; seneeul @b semeeno BHuHunaBeun 2 &5 BHem BHuSunsGeun Smbseurs
Bmés GeusTBD
Periodic Labour Force Survey Conducted by the National Statistical Office; launched in 2017, it measures labour force participation and unemployment
e QewLaevefl OBMSleonerT LenL Spiiie) Gadlw yetafluiish siieuesssmed BLESILGADS; 2017-@6d O@mLradg); asmbleonsmy LenL kG wHmIb GeremeuleTeniosni
LY UGEYH]
National Crime Records Bureau Set up in 1986 under the Ministry of Home Affairs; publishes Crime in India
Gadl GDHDLI LSl6YSHET Sh6em600TILD 1986-@6b 2_6iigIemm SiemIosEHSHT Sl SimsHILLL S, '@bSlwnele GHmb' snfsamssml eeuafluiGnE
Law on workplace sexual harassment Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013, which followed the Vishaka
ueoofludL i1 Lmedlwteh eSMhSTEYS FLLLD guidelines of 1997

uetofluii SHl6b GILIeTTTEEBEES erdlnmer UTedLeh OSMHSTE) (SBLY, HemL LHMID Hleunevond) &L, 2013; 1997-g4ib yetor® ellegqnam
uflsm @ apwamnsmens OsMLIbE aIbss!
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KEEN easy

Indian Railways opens applications for 1,265 Station Master posts under Centralised Employment Notice 08/2026, with 119 vacancies in the Chennai

Railway Recruitment Board
emwow! Geuemeveumili| simflefitiy 08/2026-@etr &1 1,265 Hlemeow Siflanil Lisvofluirsense @b mulsd@eu efletoreooriun eurGeumLy; egetener Tuish@eu 2y Gari eunfluibsled
119 sneudLraiser

Indian Railways opened online applications on 27 October 2026 for 1,265 Station Master vacancies under Centralised Employment Notice number 08/2026, with the window closing at
23:59 hours on 25 November 2026. A bachelor's degree in any discipline from a recognised university, held by the closing date, is the educational qualification, and the age band is 20
to 33 years as on 1 January 2027. The post carries Pay Level 6 with an initial pay of Rs 35,400 a month. The Railway Board decided that Station Master recruitment should be notified
as a separate, dedicated process from the 2026 cycle onward, instead of being folded into the Non-Technical Popular Categories notification as before. Among the recruitment boards,
Chennai has 119 vacancies and Thiruvananthapuram 114, Mumbai 177 across three zones, and Jammu and Srinagar 122. The selection process is a single-stage computer based
test of 100 questions in 120 minutes, followed by a computer based aptitude test, document verification and a medical examination in the A-2 category, with the final merit list drawn on
a weighting of 70 per cent for the computer based test and 30 per cent for the aptitude test. The at-a-glance vacancy figure was revised from 1,215 to 1,265 by Corrigendum number 1.
el Geuemeveurmiii] simflefiii| eresor 08/2026-@etr &ip 1,265 Hlemeows siflam smedluiLisebde 2026 SibGLILT 27 sierm SbSHw mulsiBGey SenevonLieul efletorevoTiLihisener
arGeunss OBMLhdILg); elleorenifése @nidl mbrer 2026 meubL 25, ey 11.59 weotfll. srdaflésiulL Lesenasspsddledmha ebsl un_lidflefeuw Serbleneoll LLLD
aupDIBLILE Hev6lls &8, euwg eurbl 2027 georeurfl 1 Heveumiivilg. 20 (psed 33 etords6r. bsLl Levofl 2arglul Hlemev 6-@ed, wnsibd ¢rb.35,400 OFML&HS 2arHluISSIL 60T SeMOSADE].
B850 (e OBMPlLHILID iebeons Limuey ifleysmer siflefiinfled SenetrbalLLigmhs Hemewt sihlamdl o Gsilienu, 2026 shredmhsl Heofl snflediune eeueflui. Gaustor®id ereor
Tufeb@eu eumflid (16 OFLSE. 9l Gy eumflrisefled aFeTenerse 119 sreduiihiser, HmeuabasUrsSHne 114, (PbenLsE TN WetoTeuriger GaTsg 177, gibip wHmIb
wBpemee 122. Gaiey wewn: 120 Ml iuseaflé) 100 eflaméser aomeo QG Hena seoflefl siglLenLulener Goiea), smss ASMLIHE Sewflefl iyl uleoner Snarms Caiey,
gyeuevor srflumiliy wHmid A-2 ifley wmsgieu LflGsngener; @niHs &S Ligwied seoflell sigliLenLuiener CGoiase 70 eléssn®, Hnems Caieayse 30 el(gsen(® erer eTenL
sieflsg swnflssiu@n. @Cr unfeneuuish smefluiL ersurellbens Smss snfleliiy eretor 1 cpeuld 1,215-860 BmhHal 1,265 s SmSsILLLE).

KEY EXAM POINTS
« Centralised Employment Notice 08/2026 covers 1,265 Station Master posts; applications opened on 27 October 2026 and close on 25 November 2026.
« Chennai Railway Recruitment Board has 119 vacancies and Thiruvananthapuram 114 — together the largest southern cluster; Mumbai has 177 across three zones and Jammu and
Srinagar 122.
« Eligibility: a bachelor's degree in any discipline; age 20 to 33 years as on 1 January 2027; Pay Level 6 with an initial pay of Rs 35,400 a month.
« Selection: a single-stage computer based test of 100 questions in 120 minutes, then a computer based aptitude test, document verification and an A-2 medical examination.
« The final merit list weights the computer based test at 70 per cent and the aptitude test at 30 per cent.
« Station Master is being notified separately from the Non-Technical Popular Categories notification from the 2026 cycle onward; the vacancy figure was revised from 1,215 to 1,265 by
Corrigendum number 1.
* emiow Geuemeveumitiy siflefiliy 08/2026-@ebr Sip 1,265 Hlemeowr sidlal Leooflulruserr; efledoreoriub 2026 isGLILT 27 (w&6), Smud beT beubLiy 25.
* agettement TulsbBeu gy Gaiiiy eumfliugFHled 119 snedlulraiser, HpeuathsLrsdled 114 — @enevumhg OeHEleT s aLIfi OFSTESLIL; (WbenLUTeh eeiTm) 6T eorkiseT Gaisg 177, b
oHmIb whbseifled 122.
* 583 emball unLLififleleub Serhlemevtt L LID; euwig) 2027 gevreufl 1 Heveumtiig 20 (psed 33; 2adl Hlewev 6, OASTLES 2erdlwib wsib ¢b.35,400.
* Gaiiey: 120 Bl rusefled 100 eflernéser asmetorL QGT Hlemen sevoflefl siglienLuleonenr Gsiiey, ereon evoflesll SiqliLenLuleoneor Hmeomis Gy, Speusvor sfiLMTLL, A-2 HSSI6UL
ufl@sngemeot.
* 8niIFs &S Lliguied: seoflefl sigliuemLuleoner Gairaybd 70 eflpssn®, Hmems Coraybe 30 algssn® eremL.
* 2026 smniledimiba Hlemeows iflsml Lievofl seofl anflefiiung aeuefluiiIL@ESDS); snedluii ereorellsens Smss nfledii eresor 1 epeud 1,215-@6d Smhs 1,265 o4& HBSSUILLLEI.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Indian Railways — zones 18 zones, plus the Kolkata Metro Railway as a separate zonal unit
B TuiedBeu — LO6BOTL EUMRIGET 18 wetorLeurkis6T; OETesSST QL Crm quieb@ey S6ufl LOETITLED V&S 2 _6Teng)
Southern Railway — headquarters Chennai; formed on 14 April 1951, the first zone created after Independence
ageiteoTa MulsLBer — HemevemouliL b essiTement; 1951 ertiyeb 14-@6b 2_pounésliulLg); el(Baanes@Ll DG 2 [BHeUTe (g6 LOETITL 6V
Railway Recruitment Boards 21 boards across the country, working under the Railway Recruitment Control Board, New Delhi
Tulleb@eu 94" Gy eunlwirhiger B0 Wpeusib 21 eunflwriuser; Lg) Hlebedl mulebBeu oy Gefiiys s @UUNL.G eunflusHler £ Suiki@alemment
Railway Board The apex body of Indian Railways under the Ministry of Railways, headed by a Chairman and Chief Executive Officer
ruileb@eu eurmfluib mulebBeu SiemiseasHler S SbHw muisdGeuuledt 2 wifiol L Siemioly; Heweveu WHMID & Hifeuns il 9ed
BuiieAs
Pay Level 6 Alevel of the Seventh Central Pay Commission pay matrix, with an entry pay of Rs 35,400 a month
sardlui Flemev 6 apnag) wsEW eadluid G 2au sisvofluletr @ Hlene; OSTL&e eagluibd Wb ¢b.35,400
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DEFENCE & NATIONAL
I ungsniy & G

A veobium
SIMBEX-2026, the 33rd Singapore-India Maritime Bilateral Exercise, concludes at Visakhapatnam
I sl T-@bSwin sLevsmi Smaril uuinsuler 33-gy6ug UL 'fibaLssv-2026" ellenaliuliqerssle Hlenmey

The 33rd edition of the Singapore-India Maritime Bilateral Exercise, SIMBEX-2026, hosted by the Indian Navy at Visakhapatnam, concluded on 26 October 2026, with the conclusion
announced on 27 October. The exercise ran from 21 to 26 October 2026 and was conducted in two phases: a harbour phase of subject matter expert exchanges, ship visits, sports
fixtures and operational planning, and a sea phase in the Bay of Bengal from 24 to 26 October that covered maritime interdiction, anti-submarine warfare, responses to air and surface
threats, seamanship evolutions and cross-deck helicopter operations. Singapore was represented by RSS Supreme, a Formidable-class stealth frigate, embarking an S-70B Seahawk
naval helicopter. The Indian side deployed INS Nilgiri, INS Kamorta and the submarine INS Sindhukirti, with P-81 and Dornier maritime patrol aircraft, Hawk advanced jet trainers and
MH-60R helicopters. Colonel Bertram Ang, Fleet Commander of the Republic of Singapore Navy, called on Rear Admiral Vishal Bishnoi, Flag Officer Commanding Eastern Fleet.
SIMBEX has been held since 1994 and is India's longest-running uninterrupted naval exercise with any foreign navy.

BhHw sLDueL eflsnaiuliqerdhle HLsSlw Arsliyi- @b sLesm Smasriyl uuinduler 33-gpeug LFL ‘Fibausev-2026' 2026 sBELTLT 26 sietn) HepmelenLbsgl; Hlenney
2&GLMUT 27 sietm) siflefidasiuLgl. bsi Luind 2026 sisGLILT 21 (&6 26 auenr HewLaUDNI, ST6TI(H HLLMHIGHETES HDIDHSHS: SHleDNP&HE HLLSH6) Flewm eUIRIBT
ufllombHmiger, Sl ahensHdEerT, eflenemun (Bl GUTLiggeT HMID aFwIeLT B HILLIOL6); §&ELILT 24 1wa6 26 auen euhisner efifl@Lrels HeoLaubn SL6 &L 5E sLeaulls
SeoLUIL6, BIeppels slied erdlii’ Gun, euredr HOID GHUIIL HEFNISSOSEDHHS THIT HLaUq&HmS, Sl Swbss Hner LuihH&seT LHOID HLILESEHHE SenL Guiwiter
2_ohienid Subshisen @ beLbmer. Amslil s ‘Uil ier euens HobLBose6m GuTTssLLeTeT 'Syiereveren alufib’, sifled ‘arev-7019 Fannéd' HLHLEHL. 2_e0rhign [ Sl 6T
uiGanma). SbHuw saLidled ‘gererereiv Beodfl', ‘seredrereiv HGLMTSST LOHMID B cLplpelds SLILEH ‘geredrereiv FbSHISTHH' Splemey, '19-8g’ oHmud 'GLmieslluy’ sLeb Grmbs) eioneoThiser,
‘apné' G L efonetl LuihHd elionerhiseT LHMID ‘eTberé-6024" 2 _6urhign [ HleEbL 6T LkiGaEhme. AhisliLl GYuiTsé SLDUnLUNT SLILLLS SeTUSl Siered QUITLTMD Sy,
Hpées sliLLemLS seneeno aiFlsl fluf siloze eflaqmed eqGermi sieuisemens shHSSMT. ‘Abeusen’ 1994 s BLESILLG aubADE)!; aeualbT . (Bé HLOLEDL TSI NID
BhHwn OSTLIbHE LSS e Ble Heoorl sre sLpLenLl LuihHd SgiGe.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« SIMBEX-2026 was the 33rd edition of the Singapore-India Maritime Bilateral Exercise, hosted by the Indian Navy at Visakhapatnam from 21 to 26 October 2026.

« The sea phase ran from 24 to 26 October 2026 in the Bay of Bengal and covered maritime interdiction, anti-submarine warfare and cross-deck helicopter operations.

« Singapore deployed RSS Supreme, a Formidable-class stealth frigate, with an S-70B Seahawk helicopter.

« India deployed INS Nilgiri, INS Kamorta and the submarine INS Sindhukirti, with P-81 and Dornier aircraft, Hawk advanced jet trainers and MH-60R helicopters.

« Colonel Bertram Ang, Fleet Commander of the Republic of Singapore Navy, called on Rear Admiral Vishal Bishnoi, Flag Officer Commanding Eastern Fleet.

« SIMBEX has been conducted since 1994 and is India's longest uninterrupted naval exercise with a foreign navy.
* 'dibeden-2026" ArusliyT-@bHuin sLevsnt Supsriyl uinauer 33-gyeug) UL, 2026 26GLILT 21 (e 26 eueny @b sLHUmL efsTaliuliqarsEle HLSEHLIS).
* HL6D &L 2026 216GLILT 24 (p36ed 26 euenr eursner effl@Lrele; sLeveufld semLuiled, Bieppdd sliue eyl Gumi, sliLesEhéE @enLGuuuneT 2 _ahidnid Quidbshiser

S bewunmeor.
* Aiusli i SIAed ‘S.UmifiLier suens HdlBsser Guiéstie 'gyiereversv &fib', ‘sTeiv-701 fanié' _evrhign 7 HlujL6dr.
* @b Iled 'meredrereiv BV, ‘gereitereiv HGLMTSHST, Biicppels LiLed ‘meredtereiv HAbgHISTHS!'; 19-8g', ‘GLMieofl’, 'QOMé' HMID ‘eTberé-604".
* AfislLl GWIsd SLNHLUMLS SULLIEDLS ST STered QUTLIMD S, Hlpdds slLLmLS Seneeno s fluf si'ifired elaqme eqGerii iaufsenets ShH oSS .
* 'fibeden’ 1994 (1ps6d HeoLaunBng); aeuefibn G sLhuLL6T @bHlwneler il BeorL s QST sLhUemLL LUIHE.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Eastern Naval Command — headquarters Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh
Apé&&d HLMHLDLS 181D eflgnaiuliqeond, S 1ITCssid
India's three naval commands Western at Mumbai, Eastern at Visakhapatnam, Southern at Kochi
SbSHwnelledr cpeiTn) SLOHLEDLSE SHLLemeTaeT GuohH@& — WbenL, Hlpéb& — elenaluliqerd, O8HE& — snéd
INS Nilgiri Lead ship of the Project 17A stealth frigates, built at Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders, Mumbai
eneTedTeTeNy BV FLLb 17A fBLBSseom Cumisaiie euflensulsin (e SLiLe; (P LE&STET SLe SL(BLD SensHled SLULILILL S
P-81 Neptune Along-range maritime patrol and anti-submarine warfare aircraft of the Indian Navy, based at Arakkonam in Tamil Nadu and at Rajali
19-8g EUBLIgLL 60T BhHw sLHusmLUleT ABEHSTT HL6d Crmibg) whHmIb Bicppdd slie erdliti eflonerd; SIPHTI6T SirésGsteid Trgnefl SersdHled
HlemeuagmesoT(Beeng)
India-Singapore defence framework SIMBEX began in 1994; the two countries also hold the army exercise Bold Kurukshetra and the air exercise Joint Military Training
ShHn-AislT LTSS &L enioLi] ‘dibeden’ 1994-@6b asnLhidug); 'Gurel. GmHEmSIT senIliuenLl LuiHd wHNIDd &6 Tremieuls LuiHe euneLemL L LUIHED
HewL ILM)&ledTmenT
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ECONOMY & INTERNATIONAL
I eUINBeTTSMILD & FTeuGHaD

| 05 Y%

Ministry of Road Transport and Highways launches a Concessional Local Pass for residents living within 20 km of a National Highway toll plaza
Badl BB ErETmaE Ghiss sneauquiedmhsl 20 &.15. sHneTals) aIMPLAITHEDSE 'FQlens 2_6Teabl JAnIndHlé LB — srenell CUIEGaITSE! LHNID OH[BHEHETEDEVESET
SIMDEFFHLD AV (LP&HLD

On 27 October 2026 the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways launched a Concessional Local Pass for the owners of non-commercial vehicles registered within a radius of 20
kilometres of a National Highway fee plaza. The annual fee is Rs 1,500 for a toll plaza situated outside municipal or local town limits and Rs 3,000 for one situated inside those limits.
The pass requires a valid and functional FASTag, is specific to a single named fee plaza and is non-transferable; the owner may choose between the existing monthly pass and this
local pass for a given plaza. It is not available on National Highways and expressways that use the closed user-fee collection system, nor at plazas where a service road or an
alternative road is available. The pass will be issued at eligible toll plazas from 1 November 2026 and through the Rajmargyatra mobile application from 1 December 2026. It has been
notified under the National Highways Fee (Determination of Rates and Collection) Fifth Amendment Rules, 2026, framed under the National Highways Act, 1956, and the rates are
revisable annually with effect from 1 April.
2026 216@Lmui 27 siermy, Gadlu aBBErFTened sl Leoué sneuquisdmhsal 20 HGmMSLLT shmerele LFey OFLWLILLL cueTlaD Si6D6VNSH EUNSHETHIGETI6T 2_[flenLOWITENT&EnhoHaene
'sQIemS 2_6Teabl SGIHE LB S LHems nemevll GUTEHSeUTSHSI LHMID EIHBEHETENESET HeMIDEEHD AHBPHLILBSSHLISI. BSIM S Si660E! 2_6Teabll HEHT 6TLMEVHE CleueTIGIL
SIDHSIETET &GThIBE ETEUEES SHeTT(BE S L6evud ¢b.1,500; Sibs eTebenasE 2 6T@er SimiohgieTen &MaIsEE ¢b.3,000. 8bs SiIndlé . 066 eFRIIQUINGD, SukiGD Heneuis
2_aiter 'LmevBLS' Sieudid; g1 8T GHII L s Lewé smeugéE WL GG aUTGHSID, INGEE LIHMS ST WIILITS); Qb ETeUSES anesaTEa 2 66 NSTHHT SgwdHés E.6
Sie0eg Bbs 2_6Tean SisnIndléE SLG — Sretunged Qetenm 2 _fenowineny Gsiey QSILILISVMD. eI LILIEDTT &LL 6T 61E:6D (PemmemiLll LETLBSEID Co5&l BB EETEmaSET HMID
ellemreys snenasafled, sibeng Gaemevs SMemey SieDavg) LOMHMIEF FTemey 2 _6iTen snaulgsefle) @& HenLssng). H&SleTen smhss sralgsafled 2026 meubuT 1 (1pseD, MTLMTSWITSIT
aLGLA aFwed euflwuing 2026 weabul 1 e Q& euprisiu@. Cadlu anBErsTenas sl LD, 1956-@6r £ auGsaliulL Gadlu abBEeTemand &L Lelb (e Hifeuonub
HDID 6UE:) WHSMD Hbds elHlser, 2026-Qeir Sip Ba) sMleldbaILL BeToTg); HL L6 eldshiser Syeom@ESTMID 6rlimed 1 (Ps6) HBSSLILBLD.
KEY EXAM POINTS
« The Concessional Local Pass is for non-commercial vehicles registered within a 20 km radius of a National Highway fee plaza.
« The annual fee is Rs 1,500 for a plaza outside municipal or local town limits and Rs 3,000 for one inside those limits.
« Avalid functional FASTag is mandatory; the pass is plaza-specific and non-transferable.
« It is not available where the closed user-fee collection system operates, or where a service road or alternative road exists.
« Issue begins at toll plazas on 1 November 2026 and on the Rajmargyatra application on 1 December 2026.
« It is notified under the National Highways Fee (Determination of Rates and Collection) Fifth Amendment Rules, 2026, with rates revisable annually from 1 April.
* Bad ABBErETEDS S Les snauquiediphal 20 #.15. shmerelleh LHley AsUINILLL QIS SiHEVNH EUTSHTHIGEDBSS 'FRINE _6Teeblil SenIdHé 6"
* &I 6TeLEMEVSHS GleualIGIL 2_6Ter &TaUIEHE SeToT(Bd SLLetonD erb.1,500; eTebenaué@ 2_6T@em 2 6o smaugéHe rb.3,000.
* QFLRILIQUINELD, BuIriGD Hleneouled 2_6Ter 'SoLme@Ls’ s LmwD; Jignivdléd &6 QG Frauqdb@ WLED, LIHIS ST (PIGILITE).
* LG LILIEOTT SLL6TT 6)E60 (emm 2_6iTem @Lhiseflaid, Csemeud smemen Siedevg) OMHMIE FMTene) 2_6Ten FTaUSafQID HemLbHeng).
* GThIBE neugserflsd 2026 HeubLi 1 a6, ‘Trgwnrswnsrm’ asweduisd 2026 1abul 1 (psed sulprisL®LD.
* GadlL EBBEHETEDS B L6euoND (edBMhise Hlfetonub WHNID eu@:ed) BbSMD SlmdHs efidser, 2026-Qer Sp smlefliy; eldsmiaer ST EESMMID aliTed 1 (W& SHSHSLID.
STATIC GK CONNECT

National Highways Act National Highways Act, 1956 — the parent statute for levying user fees on National Highways
Gaél BB ERFTEMEVE FLLLD Gadl BB EhaTemend LD, 1956 — Gzl QBB ERETemeEeTled LUIGUTT &L L6voID eNSILSDETET CLPevs FLLLD
FASTag A Radio Frequency Identification based electronic toll collection system, made mandatory nationwide from 15 February 2021
SoLMeOBLE auneieuTTedl Siemevauflems SiemLIITETD SiqliLenLuleureor leiTeTem) &ihis EUEs6L Siemioli]; 2021 Wilimeurfl 15 a6 BB (PQeUGID SLLTLID
National Highways Authority of India Set up under the NHAI Act, 1988; became operational in February 1995
BhFlw oA OBBEHSTENEVEHET SEDETITILID BadlL BB EbETEnESET Spemetoné &L LD, 1988-Qedr S siemsaliulLg); 1995 ireufluled aEweLn Bée aubss
Rajmargyatra The Ministry's mobile application for highway users, offering trip information, grievance redress and toll services
MEQLOMT SWITSIT QBB EHETEMEVLI LIILIEITT SEHSBTEN HemDEFSHSHS 6T ewaliGLEl QFwed; LTS SH6U6, GewDSTLIL WHMID Sihios GeameuseneT aUPhIGSDS
Annual FASTag pass, 2026 A separate Rs 3,000 annual pass for private vehicles, valid for 200 trips or one year, launched on 15 August 2026
DT 'SoLTeBLE Signindlé LB, 2026 seoflumi eunaeThisEhsane sefl ob.3,000 Syetor® Sisniodé FE; 200 LLIETOTREBET HED60E! Qb 6B AFRILLY; 2026 Sysevl 15-@6
QBN L&)
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Telecom Regulatory Authority of India releases telecom subscription data for September 2026; total subscribers reach 1,367.93 million
I 2026 a5lILIDLIT OM$SSIU OSTEnESOSTLIL SHSTSTIT STene SHHILI ASTEDLSASTLIL| 6(RrRSTHMN Shewevoniid aeueflul’Lg); s shsnammrssr 136.79 Gsmqemi 6T 1qeori

On 27 October 2026 the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India released its telecom subscription data as on September 2026 through Press Release number 140 of 2026. The total
number of telephone subscribers in the country stood at 1,367.93 million, made up of 1,319.19 million wireless and 48.74 million wireline subscribers. The net addition during
September 2026 was 7.23 million, a monthly growth rate of 0.53 per cent, of which 6.94 million was wireless and 0.29 million wireline. Broadband subscribers numbered 1,107.68
million including machine-to-machine cellular connections and 1,013.87 million excluding them. The urban subscriber base was 807.78 million against a rural base of 560.16 million,
and the overall tele-density including machine-to-machine connections was 95.52 per cent. Mobile number portability requests during the month numbered 16.77 million, and the peak
number of active wireless subscribers on the visitor location register touched 1,212.80 million.

2026 2166Lnui 27 Sietn) @b OSTmSOSTLIL QRSN Shenevonid, 2026 Shetor® 140-yib eTetor 051LES @milidetr eumuieons 2026 Q&ILDUT HleeuTiLIQUITET OSTenaSOSTLITL|
sheTSIT STemey euefluilLg). B iged Qwnss asTeneBudl shanssefler emeniléeans 136.793 Gamawins Smhss); SdHle 131.919 Gamg sbilufeven sbsMSMITSEHD, 4.874
Bsmg sblieuf) sHaTSMTSEDD AL hiGeuT. 2026 asiLbufle) Far snBse 72.3 eLab; sty aeniéd aldsn 0.53 elpéan®; 86 69.4 el sb sibifuleeon Semewriser, 2.9
VL&D bl QemeriLser. Sisedbonenn Ehsnaniser SubHIssne SwibHr smaBudl BeneuuriLser 2 erenL i Heneulsh 110.768 Gay; sieneu BésiLlL Heneudsd
101.387 Gamg. ma&fiyn shsnami send 80.778 Gamg; 2ars seanb 56.016 Cang; SubHrsHne SubHr SenevorisHeT 2_eTeTLhidl Enss asneneCud] sILTsH 95.52 efllésn®.
3G LSS MHLIBLE eretor asMeTII(BEFLID Ganflsenamser 1.677 Gay; eumenaswner SL uSGeaullge asueadlsd @hs sbiluleen shsnsmmisefler 2 _&& eretureollbeans 121.280
Gamgemils OST L&)

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Total telephone subscribers as on September 2026: 1,367.93 million — 1,319.19 million wireless and 48.74 million wireline.

« Net addition in September 2026 was 7.23 million, a monthly growth of 0.53 per cent — 6.94 million wireless and 0.29 million wireline.

« Broadband subscribers were 1,107.68 million including machine-to-machine cellular connections, and 1,013.87 million excluding them.

« Urban subscribers 807.78 million; rural subscribers 560.16 million; overall tele-density 95.52 per cent including machine-to-machine connections.

« Mobile number portability requests in the month: 16.77 million.

« Peak active wireless subscribers on the visitor location register: 1,212.80 million. Released as TRAI Press Release number 140 of 2026 on 27 October 2026.

* 2026 eliLbuf Hleveurliuig 6wonss asmenen@ud shsnamiaer 136.793 Gsg — 131.919 Gamg sbiilufsbeor, 4.874 Gsg. sbifeulf.

* 2026 esliLibLifled e s (BHed 72.3 L &D; onsmhHr eueniédl 0.53 eflpdasn® — 69.4 ellsib sbiiufiseon, 2.9 L&D sibifaus.

* ABOESHEDD FHSTHMITSH6T ST Qenevoriser o arerLiid 110.768 Gamg; sieney Bésiul L Heneule) 101.387 Gamg.

* B&IIUD shensmIiser 80.778 Gany; eas shansmiser 56.016 sy, 6wnss asnenaGud SILTHH 95.52 elésn(.

* b WIBSSL WSLIGLA eT6tor QBMETII(BOFLNID BaMflbemassr 1.677 Bag.

* eupemawieny QL uHGeauliqed 6FWwede) ibhs sbLiuleeon shansmisefler 2 & eeenllbens 121.280 Gamg; 2026 gyetor® 140-g4ib eretor 6FLES GLILTES SibELILT 27 ety aeueflui®.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Telecom Regulatory Authority of India — established 20 February 1997, under the TRAI Act, 1997; headquarters at New Delhi
ShH OBTMOSASTLIL (QrRISMDN] SheDETTTLID — 1997 ilimeurl 20; @b OSTEDSASTLIL Q(RRISTHN Spemeong sLLID, 1997-Qebr &1p; semevenioudid Lig) Hebedl
SEDIDSBHLILLL &)
Tele-density The number of telephone connections per 100 persons in a given area
Q5MTenaGBLS SILTHE Q@ usSuled 100 pUTESEDHES 2_6Tar asTanaGLE emetotiLgerler eretoremiléeans
Mobile Number Portability Introduced in India in 2011, it lets a subscriber change operator while keeping the same number
en&LIBLE 6T6t0r Q1BMETO(HOFLRID CuESH SpdHwneled 2011-86d imflwaid; B 6Tev: 5 H& 516 5or B Gaemeu HIT 7 MO 2_SeyEnE)
Visitor Location Register A database of subscribers active in a service area; the VLR count indicates active rather than merely registered subscribers
eumemswneny S uHGeu® Q@ Gsemeull LGHUT6) O1FwIE0E 2_6iTeT SHSTHMITS6Tl6T STEUSBHEND; LFl6) QFILISEUTSHET Si606v, O1FUIESEH 2_6Temeui&Henend GrIGSDS
Telecommunications Act Telecommunications Act, 2023, which replaced the Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 and the Indian Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1933
QBMEMVSOBTLILE FLLLD OBTEMSOSTLITLE sULID, 2023; @bFw sHFE s.Lib, 1885 wonmid @bl sibliufsbeon shHé s LD, 1933 gydleunenm MHILISI
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MEDIUM

Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade launches the sixth edition of the National Startup Awards
Bsdl 6sML&s Himieuer elpgiserflsr Symreug) LSllienLs asmoled HmIb 2 eTHI. G austofls GLbUT.(BS Senn OSMLRSLS

On 27 October 2026 the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade launched National Startup Awards 6.0 under the Startup India initiative. The awards cover 20 sectoral
categories and three special categories, of which 12 sectoral categories are new this year, including Biomanufacturing, Consumer Industries, Defence and Security, Education and
Skilling, Electronics, Semiconductors and Advanced Manufacturing, Future Mobility and Automotive, Ocean and Blue Economy, Space-Tech, Drones and Aerospace, Sports, Fitness
and Sports-Tech, Telecom, Connectivity and Digital Infrastructure, Travel, Tourism and Hospitality, and Rural Economy, Traditional Industries and Livelihoods. The three special
categories are Women-Led Startups, Startups from the North-Eastern Region, and a new Student Innovator and Aspiring Entrepreneur award. Winners in the 20 sectoral categories
and in the two startup-focused special categories receive Rs 25 lakh each, while the Student Innovator award carries a prize pool of Rs 25 lakh across four sub-categories and is open
to school and college students in all 36 States and Union Territories. Applications are open from 27 October 2026 to 20 November 2026 on the Startup India portal.
2026 216@Lmui 27 Siedrmy, 6sfled hmib 2 eTHm- @ euefls Gobum’ B giem, 'svLmilar @bSwur werwwnduler Sp 'Cadlu asn_és Hineusr eflpaser 6.0-g asnhdwg. Sbs
eflpaimer 20 glemmeny Wifleysenemuyd eweirmy Al Wifleysenemubd o_eer&@&demmenr; @eubrled 12 siemmani Wfleyser @bs Setor®@ Llwener — 2 ulifl 2 Husd, mesrGeuny
egMPlevaer, LTI wHmID uTg ST, el wHmib Sneir Gubun®, WlsreTemieiuis, GepnaLsslser wHmib GuibulL 2 HusH, edlisne SWwEsD HNID UTSETS §IEHD, HL60
wHoib Heots eun@ensD, efesureeuefls esMAeEI LD, heflevevn eungnmidlser whHmib eflssurasuef] oeidlser, eflemenum @, 2 LHuuiHd wHnIDd elenemumn’ G QMBI LD,
QBMEMESASTLITL, EemevoriiL| HMID Bevébaé SLLemioliL], LoD, &hmievr wHmib ef@hGSmbLeD, HMID 2errsl QUNEBETTSTILD, UTTbUflug OSTHlESET HMID EUTPEUTSTID. CLPEITm)
Apiyl 1Nfleyse6T: ELIeToTEET Henevemioulevner OBML&S HmieueThiGET, ILSP&EEL LGSenws Gsihs ST &e BneueThissT, HnIb UHsTe SBlwsliL@SsiiulL reoreud
sevorBLilgiLmem HMID aBmleemetey Syieuenl eflms. 20 siemmen WifleyseaflIb, ST &8 BimieueTd &mihs Sresor® foiyl Wifleysefl@id QeunHr eUMLeTEHET SV ¢F.25 L&D
eumieuf; wevoreuy SHesor®Liiqlinemy eflghgl BT glemevorll Lifleysmefled QLOMGHD .25 L&D Liflsis OFTenaseniIs Qsnes(BeTang; @ SienearTsg 36 nhlerkiseT HmID eofluier
UIrGaemiseflad o _eitem LisTerl oHMID SebaI LoMeTOTEUT HEHESS HDHHHHEID. eflstoretoiLrtiser 2026 ssELTLT 27 (&6 meubul 20 euend ‘svLmil s @bSH elemeaunsedled
eupLLBSeiTmeoT.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« National Startup Awards 6.0 was launched by the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade on 27 October 2026 under Startup India.

« The structure is 20 sectoral categories plus three special categories, making 23 in all; 12 of the sectoral categories are new this year.

« The three special categories are Women-Led Startups, Startups from the North-Eastern Region, and the new Student Innovator and Aspiring Entrepreneur award.

« Winners in the 20 sectoral categories and in the two startup-focused special categories receive Rs 25 lakh each.

« The Student Innovator award carries a Rs 25 lakh prize pool across four sub-categories, open to school and college students in all 36 States and Union Territories.

« Applications run from 27 October 2026 to 20 November 2026 on the Startup India portal.
* 'Gadll OBML&E Binieuer eflaiser 6.0' 2026 isGLILT 27 Sieim) 'soLmil s @bSwim £ asmfled HOID 2 _6THTH euettlles GbUT(BS SIEDDUITED OBMLAISILILL S
* aiemioliLy: 20 gremmam ifleyseT wHmIb ewedrmy Al fleyser — ndsib 23; slewmen Lfleysefled 12 bs esor® LSlwene.
* eweirm) i fleyser: QLETITSHET HemevenLoulenerT OB & HimieUeThiGET, QILAPSEGL LUGH OSML&s HmieueThiger, nmIb LHw wresreul setor®Lillglunemi wHmibd egmblexpenerey

ayTeuevi eA(ma.
* 20 grewmami Wifleyser HMID OFHML&s Himieuetd smihs @reor® Aniyl fleysefled aeubHN AUMILEITSEDEHE 60 ¢h.25 L&D,
* nevoreu sesor®Lilgiunemt eflps e glemevor ifleysefleh ¢b.25 el s Lifled OFTens; siewenrdsl 36 wnblevrger WHMID il NTCssmhiseleT LsTefl LHMID S0 LOTETTTEUT &EH&HE.
* efletorevorliLg &meuld 2026 i@ 27 (p&ed meubLy 20 euemr; ‘soLmil i @bSHwim euemeoeungeded.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Startup India Launched on 16 January 2016; National Startup Day is observed on 16 January
eLmileow @bSuwim 2016 gevreurfl 16-@6b apnLmusliLlLg); Gsdl 6sML&e Binieuer Slenbd geoteufl 16 oo senLliligéssiLBEns)
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade Under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry; renamed from the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion in 2019
eaMpled HMID 2 6B B euetofle GbUT (S Slewm suetoflaid HMID ABMPE) SenidsmdSler Slp; 2019-86 AsMPled AsMeTens WHNID GUT.BS &ie»DUleddbha QLT AHOD
National Startup Awards — first edition 2020
Gadlw eBML&s Himjeuer elmsiser — (o Ui 2020
Fund of Funds for Startups A Rs 10,000 crore corpus operated through the Small Industries Development Bank of India
OBML&S BImieueTThIsEb&HSTeT Bl serler Bl An) asmHleh Goum B eurkd eufluns Suissiu@n ¢p.10,000 Gsmg HHs oG
Startup India Seed Fund Scheme Launched in 2021 with an outlay of Rs 945 crore for proof of concept, prototype development and market entry
evLmilew @bHwn eflens HHls S b 2021-@6b e5.945 Baly. REHISGEL 196D OSMLRIGILLLE; HHSS! HlEBLETID, WeTonHfl 2 _(Beunéaid HNID FHens HIEDPEUHE
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TAMIL NADU SPECIAL
| 580516 fniy

| 08 Y%

Tamil Nadu announces a Deepavali bonus of up to 20 per cent for 2,60,497 public sector undertaking employees, at an outlay of about Rs 367.20 crore
I 2,60,497 eungissiemm Bimieuer eaifluiiseEnse 20 eflpssn® eueny Sureuefll uflss agmens — &l ¢b.367.20 Gag Q&GS 1960 SOPHTE Silefi

On 27 October 2026 the Government of Tamil Nadu announced a Deepavali bonus and ex gratia payment for the year 2025-26 for 2,60,497 permanent Group C and Group D
employees of State public sector undertakings, at a total outlay of about Rs 367.20 crore. The announcement was made on the orders of Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay. Employees of
profit-making undertakings will receive a bonus of 8.33 per cent together with an ex gratia payment of 11.67 per cent, taking the total to 20 per cent, subject to each company's
allocable surplus; the same 20 per cent package covers eligible Group C and Group D workers of the State power distribution utility, the State Transport Corporations, the Tamil Nadu
Civil Supplies Corporation and the Tamil Nadu Co-operative Milk Producers' Federation, Aavin, among seventeen categories of bodies. Undertakings with no allocable surplus will pay
8.33 per cent as the minimum bonus together with 1.67 per cent as ex gratia, a total of 10 per cent, and the same applies to eligible staff of the Tamil Nadu Housing Board and the
Chennai Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board,; eligible staff of the Tamil Nadu Water Supply and Drainage Board will receive the 8.33 per cent bonus alone. Temporary
workers of the Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies Corporation will receive a flat ex gratia payment of Rs 3,000. The minimum payout is Rs 8,400 and the maximum Rs 16,800, the statutory
wage-eligibility ceiling of Rs 21,000 a month and the Rs 7,000 ceiling used for calculating the bonus having both been relaxed. Separate orders for co-operative bodies were stated to
follow.
2026 216@Lmui 27 Siedrmy, wiibley eLMgSgienn BineueThisefle Lssoflwumbmib 2,60,497 Biobsr '@’ whmib '’ fley 2afluiiseEsse 2025-26 Qb apeur@dbaner Suneefll uflss agrena
WHMID ADLILE FEITONETHENS, OLoNSHD &Lom ¢b.367.20 Gang Q&HISS 1960, SODBIE 16 AeNss8!. (WHeenssT 8. Gynall el gyemeiul bs Slefili aeueflul i’ gi. emuD
FLBD Hpieueor afluiisEnse 8.33 eflsan® ufles asrensuwLer 11.67 elésn® Anliyé seronerd Garsg awnssibd 20 efpésn® auphislu@Bb; 8g HbHnIeueTSEler
0515655555 2_Liflée 2 LUl Lg). wible T LToner Hinieusd, wrhle CUTSEEGaITSSIS SE&MIS6T, SOPHTH HISTOLTHET eunesvilué SP&D, SONPHTE &l By Lmed
o_pusSneniser snl Lemioll] 'gpefledr 2 eafl L LHGaTR euews HimieueThisefler s&Hulerer ‘&' woHmib g Nfley esmPluiTsHEpéEED 86 20 el(R&sTE ASTEGLIL OUMBHSID.
REI665555 2 Lifl Beens HneueThiseT Geonbsuls Lflss asnenswins 8.33 ellpésn BLer 1.67 elésn® Al seronerd Gsiss awnssn 10 elpésn® euphi@d; SIpHTE
ef_(Beugd] eunflib wHmID CE6TeEneT ALBBHST GlGB euprhise LHmID sWleyfi ssnn eunflusHer s&Sweter abluiiaeEpssn &85 eldgn aUNmBHIEID; SOPHTE GBi eugsHTe
anflusHler s&SHeTen confluiisense 8.33 eflpssn® Lflasd asmens LB euphisliLBD. SEPHTE HISTOLNHST eutenilus swasdHler shamedsl Leullunemsebsd QGT &Imer ¢b.
3,000 fmiiyé s60TIONEDTD QUPMHISLILIGBID. GenDHsULFS OFTems €h.8,400; siflaulss asnens b.16,800; wngib ¢b.21,000 eraib Ll To1 2afluid &S 2 &eeumbLd, uflas
OFMENSHEMILSH SHevoréELLI LedTLBLD ¢rb.7,000 2_FseumibLD Sy SSUILL(BeTenenr. &nl (Bne)| HnieIeThisEhéds H6ofl spemetorger Meteri eeueflui LB ereors aEfleNsHIL LS.

KEY EXAM POINTS

* The bonus covers 2,60,497 permanent Group C and Group D employees of Tamil Nadu State public sector undertakings, at an outlay of about Rs 367.20 crore.
« Profit-making undertakings pay 8.33 per cent bonus plus 11.67 per cent ex gratia, a total of 20 per cent, subject to allocable surplus.
« Undertakings without an allocable surplus pay 8.33 per cent bonus plus 1.67 per cent ex gratia, a total of 10 per cent; the Tamil Nadu Water Supply and Drainage Board pays the 8.33 per
cent bonus alone.
« Temporary workers of the Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies Corporation receive a flat ex gratia payment of Rs 3,000.
« The minimum payout is Rs 8,400 and the maximum Rs 16,800; the Rs 21,000 wage-eligibility ceiling and the Rs 7,000 bonus-calculation ceiling were both relaxed.
« The announcement was made on the orders of Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay; it covers public sector undertaking employees, and separate orders for co-operative bodies are to follow.
* SOIPBIE WHled OLTEISSIEDD Bineuehiasefler 2,60,497 Bimbsr '@’ HOID 19" Lfley omfluiTsEhé®; Q8ISS® &om b.367.20 Gag.
* eonub FLBID Bimieuentraige: 8.33 eflpéan® uflssd asmens wihmid 11.67 eflwéen® Anliyé seronernd — awrssid 20 alwssn®; REbess6s 2 LfléEe 2 LulLgl.
* QEIsosHH6 2 Lifl s Hineuarhasr: 8.33 efsan® ufles asnens wHmib 1.67 eflgésn® AnliLé genonend — ewndsb 10 efssn®; sBIpnTE Gubi augasns aumusine 8.33
eflpéan® L Bib.
* SIAPHIE HISTOLNGBET 6uTeovllus siposH ShHaenedsl Leolunensenée @G Smer p.3,000 ADLLEF s6dTLOMeDID.
* GEODHBSULED ¢pb.8,400; siflasuleb ep.16,800; ¢p.21,000 eadluis &8 2 &geumbL, em.7,000 HevuidbHLed 2 FF6uTIDLD ST SHSLILIL L 60T.
* Wwaeemiési 8. Ggrall aligi gpemetoriLig snfledlL]; aUNTEISSIenn HnieueT 2arflulfsEnse L BD; sl Bne) HNeUeThSERSES S60Tl S eneuorss LT .
STATIC GK CONNECT

Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu C. Joseph Vijay, in office since 10 May 2026; Member of the Legislative Assembly for Perambur
BODBHIG (PHEVEDLOEET 8. Ggrsl efiglis; 2026 G 10 w6 useiufled; OUIDLLT FLLI06TD 2 miifleond
Law governing bonus The Payment of Bonus Act, 1965 sets a minimum bonus of 8.33 per cent and a maximum of 20 per cent of salary or wage
ufled OsTena OSTLITLINET FLLLD ufles smens auprhiss LD, 1965 — sadluisdle) GennbsuLsb 8.33 efléan®, sidlsulsd 20 eflgéssn®
Aavin Brand of the Tamil Nadu Co-operative Milk Producers' Federation, established in 1981
apefleor BOPHTB &l Bmeyll Lmed 2_pHusSlmeniaer snl Leniolifer suemllesl auwy; 1981-@ebd Himeuli’Lg)
Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies Corporation Set up in 1972; it procures and distributes essential commodities through the public distribution system
SOPHNG HISTOLTHET 6uTesoills SHPEHD 1972-@6b siemwésliLLgl; oung efBGWNS (emm eufing SiSSTUALL OLTIHLHEDETS QSTeTSH6 6FLg eNfCLTASADS
Code on Wages Code on Wages, 2019 — one of the four labour codes, consolidating laws on wages and bonus
et g6 OSTSLILE FLLID sarflitiseT OSTGLLEF FLLID, 2019 — BHretTd asMdleonemi OSMNGLILE FLLMigerfled Georm; 2srdlwid wHmib uflsd OSTens ASTLTLTET
srLr A sig)
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Tamil Nadu sanctions Rs 57 crore for the Free Milch Cows Scheme, to benefit 10,000 rural women a year
I aflemevuliebevr smeme MIB&E6T HLLSSHDG .57 Gang QHIGEG — pesr@Gsmmib 10,000 2errsLl QLIGGUTES6I LILIET6HL 6UT

On 27 October 2026 the Government of Tamil Nadu issued a government order granting administrative and financial sanction of Rs 57 crore for the financial year 2026-27 under the
Free Milch Cows Scheme. Ten thousand eligible women from rural areas are to benefit each year. Each beneficiary is to receive one healthy, high-yielding cross-bred milch cow
capable of yielding at least eight litres of milk a day, and each animal is expected to produce three to four calves over five years. The scheme was announced by N. Marie Wilson,
Minister for Finance, Planning and Development, in the Revised Budget Estimates for 2026-27 presented to the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly on 5 August 2026, alongside a goat-
rearing programme for vulnerable women; the order of 27 October is the implementing sanction rather than the announcement. The scheme revives the free milch cow scheme of
earlier years. No government order number was published in any report of the sanction.
2026 216@Lmui 27 siermy, efleneauisveon speneu nBaer HLLsHler Sp 2026-27 HHwNes®ES €b.57 Canasd Bifeuns whHmIb HF QLS Sieflse SIODETE SiTE STETED600T
ceuefluil’Lgl. SetTBCHTMID 2eral) LGS SHenené Caibs S&SeTer USSTUITD CILICTOTE6T LILIETTEnL 6. 6el6l6UN([H LILIETTENSELD, HTeeTTeTniS&s Gennbses 6@ 69 LT Lmed SnéHESD
Bmeir sTetoTL., 9hCrnédiioner, s Lned S0 SHevliflenr snene LIG TN EUPRISILGBLD; QeIAEUTH B Lhs! SheTTTBSeTlEd CLPEITNI (PS6D HTEITE SEOTMISHEMET FEOID 6T6uT
T HTUMTSSILEGEDE. 2026 Syaevl 5 sietTny SIOIPHIE s LLGLTeneuuleh Srébsed aauiu’L 2026-27 gyb SyetorBésner SmssiulL Hblene wHlSEsefle, B, SIELIOL6) Hmb
Guobur’ (B sienn Sienssi b. wifllu st Bbss S LHews, UTEILSES 26 5819111 GILIEOOTEEBSSMTENT SHL(B euemiLiLs S L SgILe0r CaiHe eSS ; &Gl 27 SiT&menesor
eredTLIg) Slefli] Si6bey, SIWBE AFWLIBSFID QLS. (PETen6TIL SphetTBseTe Bmhs eflsmeuiictnn smeme WIE HLLHs B8 WBeorBb ASTLRGHDE. Sbs QLS GBS ehs
2Ml&ensUIID SiTsTemevor eTevor GeuerluiiLLiLiLeXlebemev.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« A government order of 27 October 2026 sanctions Rs 57 crore for the financial year 2026-27 under the Free Milch Cows Scheme.
« Ten thousand eligible rural women are to benefit each year.
« Each beneficiary receives one high-yielding cross-bred milch cow yielding at least eight litres of milk a day.
« Each cow is expected to produce three to four calves over five years.
« The scheme was announced by N. Marie Wilson, Minister for Finance, Planning and Development, in the Revised Budget Estimates for 2026-27 presented on 5 August 2026, along with a
goat-rearing programme for vulnerable women.
* The 27 October order is the implementing sanction; no government order number was published in reports of the sanction.
* 2026 21&@LLT 27 simsnenesor — eflemevuisbeon snemeu MB&6T FILsHer Sp 2026-27 HHWNesorB&HS €b.57 Gag. EUILSH6D.
* BT BCHTMID SSSleTen USSTUITID DenTEHLI OLIETITEH6IT LILIEOTEDL 6.
* EUREUTIH LETTEfSEID HTATTETMISHESS GeonHhSHE! 6.6 6ALLT LTe S0 aiFls LTe O&TBEHGD SHeulifer Hnenel WME Q6T
* QEUREUN(H LOMBID BHSI AeTOTBEH6TED LN (LPSHED HIETTE SHETNISEDET FEID 6T60T 6TEITLMTLILY.
* 2026 gyaeivl 5 siedimy Srésed eFLwiL’L 2026-27 SmssiiulL HHBleney wHli@serled, B, St 6 wHnid Gobum B senn Sienwss b. wifll efcser smlelsamT; .6 eueTiLis
L Caiss SmlelssiulLg).
* 25BLIUT 27 Shemevtt OFILBSSID QUILBH6D; STEFTEWETVT 6T600T 676G AMEHensUIID QeusfuiL i eflsbenev.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Minister for Finance, Planning and Development, Tamil N. Marie Wilson, in office since 21 May 2026; Member of the Legislative Assembly for Radhakrishnan Nagar
Nadu 1. ifl eflevsedr; 2026 G 21 wWaed LseTuled; BrneTEpeigeTTeT e FLL1W6TD 2 niiernT
SOPBIE B, HLLIOL 6 wHmID CbUT B Siewn SieMFST
Tamil Nadu Revised Budget 2026-27 Presented to the Legislative Assembly on 5 August 2026
Slomn® HmssiuL B ) oinflsens 2026-27 2026 gh&eil 5 et &1L IGLTeneuUTeh SMésed aslLILILCL S|
India's rank in milk production First in the world, accounting for the largest share of global milk output
umed ©_musHufed @bdHwinedleor @b 2_aéled (pBH6L BLID; 2 sl Lmed 2 _HusEluded sl eufl L@
Tamil Nadu's indigenous cattle breeds Kangayam, Umblachery, Bargur, Pulikulam and Alambadi
SONPBIL 60T BB LoM.([H Seurrhiser SMaIGaWID, 2 1bLeTé@s], LT sn T, LedlE@&eTD WHmIb SyevLbLMg
National Dairy Development Board Established in 1965 at Anand, Gujarat; it led Operation Flood
Gaélw Lmedeuend Gbum’ @ eunrflwid 1965-86b GRS SpevrbHled HImIEUILILL8); ‘OeueTeT QLBEE BHLEIlG&Hens -eDiLl eUHIHL SIS
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Tamil Nadu cancels a 1,000 MW short-term power purchase tender after bids reach Rs 41.50 a unit

I @ Weofl” ¢5.41.50 euemn Cal sl Lgme 1,000 esmeun Gnimkiste e asTeTpse QULbsLILeTaflen 158 681s SOIHTE

On 27 October 2026 the Tamil Nadu Power Distribution Corporation Limited opened bids for a short-term power purchase tender covering 1,000 MW a month from November 2026 to
May 2027 for the evening peak window from 6 p.m. to midnight. The bid tabulation showed quotations of about Rs 37.50 a unit for November and about Rs 41.50 a unit for the months
from December 2026 to May 2027, with some smaller lots at about Rs 35 a unit. Minister for Electricity and Energy Resources C. T. R. Nirmal Kumar said he had already directed
officials to cancel the tender, describing the quoted prices as unreasonable on the ground that the State has sufficient power for the next three months and that procuring next
summer's supply this far in advance at such rates was not justified; demand had eased after the north-east monsoon set in on 15 October. The utility is reported to have cancelled the
tender. The Minister characterised the quotations as being in the range of Rs 37 to Rs 41 a unit. He added that the Corporation would float medium-term and long-term procurement
tenders covering the next twenty years. An earlier emergency arrangement, tendered on 6 October for the period from 12 to 31 October, had sought 1,500 MW for the window from
midnight to 2 a.m. and 3,000 MW for the evening window, and was concluded at rates up to about Rs 37 a unit.

2026 o16@LmuT 27 siedtml, 2026 meubuy 1p&ed 2027 Go euemi wngbd 1,000 Guosmeunt. sienedd, Wwiene 6 el (pee beefiTe) euenTulener 2 &5 Cgeneu CHISEHH&TET GMIhisHTe
1Ol60T QBTG RUILIHSLILjeTelGBemen SUIPHTH 60T LIEITLONET S0 HnbsHg). UUbSIILeTef efleuriuliquisdsd, Heubul MHSHNHES Qb w6l &womi ap.37.50 erereyd, 2026 1q&bLT
860 2027 Gio euemTuienenT LONSHISEHEHS Qb Wheofl siomT ¢5.41.50 erevrayd eflemer CGal sl I BHSS); fev Al OSTGHHERSES Q@b ULl &omi p.35 eTeord CaHl sl BHSS).
UubsILeTaflenw 158 651 anasarCer iflanfliseEnée 2 ssTeil BGefl Lgns: eTEmID HMID SHHME eeTSSIenD SienEsT . 1. . Hifed Gomi asfleNssnT; bS5 e
LONEhHISEHES LNHlevsHled Gumgioner st 2_etem [Hleneoulsd, SiB&s CanenLsaner eTensemns Sosamail eflenaule) BUCLNGS aameTPS aFleug HUIMLLOHNE 6TeTn] Sieuf
&nleoTT; SHCLILT 15 ST UL Hpé@&Ll Lhauoemlp asTLhSLmsILBSS 6T Caeamel GemnbSdhss!. QLLbsILeTef 168 asiwiL’Gel Lsms spsab asflelsssns
sn&ensul L’ Beerg). GaLl sl L eflenasHensT SIenEsT @b W6l .37 a6 ob.41 euenruiener sierefls) Smbseney ereor efleuflSsMT. sG55 SBUSI HeToTBEHED6T 2_6TerL Sl
BewL s HNID BBHISTE OSTETIPS QLILIBSLILeTeSemer Sab aeuefluii(BL ereTmib Sieul samflemT. @snE wWeit, i&ELLT 6 SieoTm) lLbsLieTefl Gamriu’® &GLuT 12
Wa60 31 euemTueVerT HTVSHMNE DEMDSSHLILILL HEUST LML, HeTeflTey (PHed Sidlsmeney 2 wevofl euemr 1,500 ewsmeum (B, wrens CrrsHne 3,000 ewateur G Csmrliul®,
w wyeofl somi ¢b.37 euenruieoneot aflemeoudled (Ll S&ILLL I

KEY EXAM POINTS

« The tender sought 1,000 MW a month from November 2026 to May 2027 for the evening peak window from 6 p.m. to midnight; bids were opened on 27 October 2026.
« The bid tabulation showed about Rs 37.50 a unit for November and about Rs 41.50 a unit for December 2026 to May 2027, with some lots at about Rs 35.
« Minister for Electricity and Energy Resources C. T. R. Nirmal Kumar directed officials to cancel the tender; the utility is reported to have cancelled it.
« The Minister characterised the quotations as being in the range of Rs 37 to Rs 41 a unit and called the prices unreasonable.
* Reasons given: sufficient power for the next three months, and easing demand after the north-east monsoon set in on 15 October 2026.
* The Corporation is to float medium-term and long-term procurement tenders covering the next twenty years.
* @uubseefl: 2026 meubuT wWsed 2027 G euem g 1,000 ausmeunt; wrenew 6 wevofl (&6 merefiTey euenTuieonerr £ &5 Ggemeu GmID; LsTeflser 2026 S6GLMLT 27 Si6dTm)
SHméeLIuLLeor.
* efleurliuliqwied: HEUDLIHEHES Qb Weofll son ¢5.37.50; 2026 sbuf (psed 2027 G euewr &iomi ¢b.41.50; Ao 65MGHeHEHEHS &omT ¢b.35.
* LfledTEND LHMID SHHMED CUETSSHIEND AHIEFST &l. 9. QiT. FEITLO6) ST TS OFILIL 2_SFT6); SP&D T5H OFLSSTS AMSHenE.
* GaLalulL 6lenaseneT HMDEFT Qb Wil a5.37 (a6 th.41 euenr et elauflSs), HIMLIHDEDEN 6T6uTé & 160t .
* HNIETOTHISET. HBHS CLPEITN) LONShIGEHHS GUNg|oner Wlerenib; 2026 1&GLILT 15-@6b auLApé@L Lheauen asMLhdLlsr GgHeneal &enme).
* 21B5HS BMBUS WTTBSHEDSSHTET BwL&SMe HNID OBHBHIST A&MeTSH QLUUbHSIILeTafgHameT S0 aeuaflulBL.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Minister for Electricity and Energy Resources, Tamil Nadu  C. T. R. Nirmal Kumar, who also holds Law, Prisons, Prevention of Corruption, Elections and Legislative Assembly; Member of the
SODHIE WeTEMD LHMID SHHDED CUTSEIDD HEHLOEET Legislative Assembly for Thiruparankundram
8. 1q. . Blfoed GLoMT; LD, HenmEsTemevaer, 2aripsh HBLIL, GSISH6LH6T HMID LTINS HIEDDEHEMETUID DeUSHBSSMT;
HEUUTTRIGETDD FL6Tn 2_mutifeort
Unbundling of the Tamil Nadu Electricity Board Restructured in 2010 into TANGEDCO for generation and distribution and TANTRANSCO for transmission; the distribution function
SO Wetamy eumrlwics ifliiy now rests with TNPDCL
2010-@ed 2_Hugd wihHmib uATTETSHNES Lnsitagl Gan', uflionhnsHnHE 'Lner nmeten@an’ erers NfldaiulLg); SHEUNE LETomeT
ueoofl HNE WBledr LETONET HsdSler S

North-east monsoon October to December; it supplies about 48 per cent of Tamil Nadu's annual rainfall
QUL HLPEGLI LIHEUDEDLD 2SBLILT &6V 19EDLT 6uemT; SOIPHTLIG 6T Sp6tT(B LemipwleTefleh StomT 48 eflR&eMenL. aurhIGADE
Electricity Act Electricity Act, 2003, which created the regulatory commissions and provided for open access and short-term power trading
letTENTE &LLID Betramé sLLID, 2003; Q(QrAISMDHN)] HEHENIMKISEDET &_[HeuTéd, Hnbs eI WHNID GnIhisTe W suallsasEine aufaens
QELISE|
Power exchanges in India Indian Energy Exchange, Power Exchange India and Hindustan Power Exchange, regulated by the Central Electricity Regulatory
ShdHwneded et LfleuT SEemevTaH6T Commission

B gyhmed LfleuTssement, Lo eréevGaEsE @hEWIT HDID EbIeSTeT LeuT a&enBaE:s; LSS TSI Q(EHISTHN
HEDENLISSE0T &S (BLILIML 1960
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Tamil Nadu Prison Department acts after 17 remand prisoners escape from the Theni district jail; 13 recaptured within a day
I Gaevfl meu’ L& AempuleSipha 17 efgnmenemuds enadlaer sSLlLenss OSMLIHE SOPHTE Hennssenn HLeulqsHens; @b Hreflsd 13 Gur gL L ey

Seventeen remand prisoners escaped from the District Jail at Thekkampatti near Andipatti in Theni district at about 10 p.m. on Monday, 26 October 2026, after one prisoner feigned an
epileptic seizure, following which the inmates assaulted the duty guard, seized the keys and opened the main gate. The Prison Department issued a statement on 27 October reporting
that 13 of the 17 had been recaptured, with four still at large, and that Theni police had deployed 17 special teams in the search. A case was registered at the Kandamanur police
station under various sections of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita. Nine to ten prison staff were suspended for dereliction of duty, among them the Thekkampatti prison warden
Nageswaran. The Director General of Police for Prisons and Correctional Services, Sandeep Rai Rathore, ordered action against the personnel on duty, and officers involved in the
response included R. K. Kanagaraj, Inspector General of Prisons, A. Murugesan, Deputy Inspector General of Prisons for the Madurai Range, Vijeyndira Bidari, Inspector General of
Police for the Madurai South Zone, and K. S. Praveen Gowtham, Superintendent of Police, Theni. The jail has a sanctioned capacity of 200 but was holding 334 prisoners at the time,
which brought prison overcrowding into focus.
2026 216@Lmui 26 Hius dpeno @rey somi 10 wevoflwerailed, Gaevf] womeul Lib yetongliully iE8s as&sbLLIquled 2 aTer e’ L& Aanpuledphs 17 ellenreneoors ensdser SULN&
QF6OTEDTIT; I &S 6uedlli CHmi eubsEHIGLTE HlSSmsSH OSTLIHE, oS aer Levolluls) SEhs sreueenTs Snéd, Fed 1 9B, Waetemio eumuienend Spmbge Leord. 17
Gufled 13 Guif Bedor®ID g SaLL Bl Lsraab, Brerg Gui Serenib silGuwmgw Heneule 2_sersraab, GoBs60 Geulenule Coefl smeusgenn 17 fAniys G pébsenert Lssoflulsd
FEUGSSIeTensTBaD Aennsgienn SisGLILT 27 Siem) irflsens aeuemluilLg). SbSEDTT sreued BHlenewigdled ummsw Bum seranlsreler uGeum) Wfleysefler &b aupdbEL LHey
QELWIILLL ). SL6DD SUNIILSDHETS QEITLS (LS LSS fewmLl Lewoflwneniser LesoflulenL. Bésib QEINLLL6TT; SieuTaeTled OSSSILL L. Henns Sreusl HTEHEEUTEOID S hiG6uT.
AemmaeT HMID HBSHBLI LeTollseT HTeBIEDNS Heneenlo SUISGHT &bl Tmi 1&GHMT, ueoflulled Bbhs LeofimeTTser e HLelgsHens e1BHe 2 HSTellLT; HLeugsHensauled
FEULL siflsmfisefled fennaer sesorsreoolliueT pi. Gs. HETSINE, OGHIEDT UL LT HeDNEHET &IEN6U0Is HETUTSTEUILILTETT . (PHEGSEEIT, LOGIEDT OSH6IT LOETITL6) SHTEUEISIEDD
sevorsevofliumeny eflgGuibSr L, wHnib Gseufl e’ L smeued sesurasneulliunen Gs. ere. Teier AsensD SpAGWIMT SiLRGT. Bbsé Henuledr SigniIvSlébsiulL asmeetetey 200
28 BmhsTald, SGLNG 334 ensdlaeT denL&SILLIHHSETT; 85 fenm anflsene saarsdnE&s OsTerBealbSSI.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Seventeen remand prisoners escaped from the District Jail at Thekkampatti near Andipatti, Theni district, at about 10 p.m. on 26 October 2026.

« A prisoner feigned an epileptic seizure; the inmates then assaulted the duty guard, seized the keys and opened the main gate.

« The Prison Department said on 27 October that 13 of the 17 had been recaptured and four were still at large; Theni police deployed 17 special teams.

< A case was registered at the Kandamanur police station under various sections of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.

«+ Nine to ten prison staff were suspended for dereliction of duty, including the prison warden Nageswaran; Sandeep Rai Rathore, Director General of Police for Prisons and Correctional

Services, ordered the action.

« The jail's sanctioned capacity is 200 but it was holding 334 prisoners, highlighting overcrowding.
* 2026 21&6Lmui 26 @6y siomi 10 weoflwereled Ggeuf] omeulLib Spevongliully. HiHES e@esbULLY e LE fanmuledimhs 17 ellenrensons ensdlamer siifler.
* QO &d el eubssICLTED BHUSSTT; N6 enaSlameT sTelenTsd STéd, snalsener NGhE, (aereno eumulenad Smbseor.
* 17 Guifled 13 Guit Niqu’LeorT, BretT@ Gui HIIGWMqWI Hlemevulieh ereor :GBLILT 27 si60Tm) HewmSgienn sflelsss); Goefll anasgienn 17 fAniLs Gpésmant Lesofluled FEUGSHWISI.
* BHSET Hreush HleneviLidHled LmrBw BHuimu setarisredsr LeGaun Wifleyseflsr S aupd@L LS.
* BLeOW SUBILSHSTS QETLSI (S0 LSS fewmll Lewoflwneniaer LswllullenL BéeD; fewmé sreuevi HTESHEUTEID SILThIGEUT; HePDSET STeULGIMDS He0eenl BUISSHT &bl Tmi 1&CHT

2 _ssn6).
* Aemmuiledr SinISSSHILLL aseTerate 200; SienL&ESILLGBHSTSET 334 — denm bflgenasd SM.BADSI.
STATIC GK CONNECT

Prisons in the Constitution Entry 4 of the State List in the Seventh Schedule, so prisons are a State subject
sirdweemiolifieh Semmaet anpneug) i L euemeuorudledr omhleolt L iquiedled 4-g4ib 2_eTEBMIL]; eTeoTBeu SAlenmaer LMHley ELIMGBETTESD
Governing law The Prisons Act, 1894 and State prison manuals; the Model Prisons and Correctional Services Act, 2023 was circulated to the
DHEBEDBS FLLID States
fenmésnemevae FLLID, 1894 wbHmid omHley flewm ew&GWBST; Al AenmaeT LHOID HbSsL Lewflaser s LD, 2023 WNHlehkISEDHE
SIILOLLL )
Remand prisoner An undertrial held in judicial custody pending trial, not a convict
eEnTemne0Td 6naH eflgnrenevor Heeneuuled BHI0TDE HTeueded eweuSSILIL LG BLILET; H6T0TL6H60T LDMEUT Si6D60
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita The criminal code in force from 1 July 2024, which replaced the Indian Penal Code, 1860
unrdlw Hlumu serenfisn 2024 g9emev 1 (1p56d HewL(pemmuied 2_siten GHmedlish s.L 5 OsNE&LL; BbHuis setor_emeuré &Lib, 1860-g wnhiilwig)
Prison statistics The National Crime Records Bureau publishes Prison Statistics India, which reports occupancy rates against sanctioned capacity
femm yeerflefleumd Gadlu @O LFaseT Spenetonud '@bSwé Hewm yeaflaflaumd’ smlbenseniu aeueulBANE); HIodéalurL asneTeTeTeée erElmmeT

sl elfs56m85 asflalédng]
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
I asnfleflwed & OSMPleOHIL LD

MEDIUM
Prime Minister inaugurates the Emerging Science, Technology and Innovation Conclave 2026 at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi
I L&l Hlebell LMTS WetorLGHeL 'er(p&e] QUMD Sirfleflied, OSMHALHI LD WHMID LSSTES nbnB 2026'- NTSDT OSTLEIS eneUSSTT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Emerging Science, Technology and Innovation Conclave 2026 at Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi on 27 October 2026, after an
interaction with startup founders earlier the same day. The conclave runs from 27 to 29 October 2026 and covers 12 thematic areas, with about 150 deep-technology startup stalls and
a Global Connect networking event. Nobel Laureates were among the plenary speakers, including Professor Joachim Frank of Columbia University, who shared the Nobel Prize in
Chemistry in 2017, and Sir Richard J. Roberts of New England Biolabs, who shared the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine in 1993. Professor Ajay K. Sood, Principal Scientific
Adviser to the Government of India, and Dr Jitendra Singh, Minister of State with independent charge for Science and Technology and for Earth Sciences, also addressed the
gathering. In his inaugural address the Prime Minister said that Rs 12,000 crore of government funding committed for market-ready laboratory technologies had been matched by an
equal amount of private investment, taking the total to Rs 24,000 crore within one year, and said that annual patent filings had risen from under 50,000 a decade ago to nearly 1.5 lakh
last year. He referred to National Missions in semiconductors, quantum technologies, biotechnology, advanced materials, robotics, space, clean energy and next-generation
communications, and to the Anusandhan National Research Foundation. He also recalled the 500 MW Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor reaching first criticality, a milestone achieved
on 6 April 2026.

2026 o16@LmuT 27 siedtnl, 2168 mHrerled (eiTe0THNE: QST &é HiMIeuetT HNI6I6TT SEBL 60T Heubglenmuimqul edterT, gl Hevedl LNTS evorLLiSHled ‘sTidd) aumib sinflefiied, ASMOleLMHIL LD
WHNID Ugsnés wmpn® 2026'-g s BCbAr Gomg asTLhid eneudsn. Sbs wnbr®G 2026 1&6GLILT 27 (1wa6e 29 euenT HenLaunEng!; 12 s@UaLNweT L@Hsener
2_eemL&aIWg); somi 150 SppeasmleHIL OSML&HE HnieueT SiTThGSEHD, '2_csemmeii eneuoriiy' OSMLIL Hspeyd SLbaunhnieTeTer. (W(R&sm L 2 _enTwneniserflsd Grrued Lfls:
eubpeuisEnD S baunneott — 2017 ohib Spevor® Ceudluiuisd Grmueh Liflemst) LEIHS QTN Lsaneéspaddler CuImAfiT Corédib SoiTmmié, whnib 1993 b oyetor®
2_1 6Slwieh Si6bevs BSaIeuSSDemer Grmue Liflenst LEIHS By, Sridleombs LGWNGeliedler & Mési® eg. Tnuilev. SbSlul srder (waetemno Sinflefiwied oyGeongsi GuImARLIT
siglll Gs. &S, HMID sileflwed wHHID eSMABHI LD WHMID Lel sirflefiwied HepnaeEnsster seofll auTmIL Senetor Sienés] (enereul LGsHET fih SpEAGWINHLD 2 somumbileo.
BTG OBMLES 2_coTulleh, ShHensHSSH SWINTTET Syleus OSTHEHIL LRISEDHES JiTe: QHIGEW b.12,000 Gangébd Seneuonnet Sierey sl weeSBn Cabe), @GT 2bevorqed
eawngaL ¢p.24,000 Gamquwins o_uwiibgerersns NTswol asflefssnT; gyetorGEaHmmID LFHeun@b siflen efletoreooriLrktiger LSSt BaEnse et 50,000-5&b Genneuns Smhs),
BLHS HetorB HALLSSLL 1.5 L5106 2 WITHSIETNSTHEID 6T snrfleom. GennaLSHaHer, GeunesorLid asmdlemI Lhiser, 2 ulfls asmdledmi b, GubULL eUTHLSET,
wefligefibgreiuie, alssoraaief, griemo HHMED HMID HBEHS SHEDE(WPEDDS OSMLIL SpAIUHNISSTET CHAWI LTS S LhiHenanuD, 'Sien)shsTer Codl syiie)
SIMEHLenaTenWILID sieu GO LmT. 500 eusneun’ (emonHifl eflenrey SeTIOLHEHS NTNI2_EME (LPSHED (PEDMIITE (PHEILS SHEOTEDIDEMIL 6TLIGUIEDSID 6T HlenetTedn THST;
SiIbsE snseneor 2026 erlired 6 STy e LI L&)

KEY EXAM POINTS

« The Emerging Science, Technology and Innovation Conclave 2026 was inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi, on 27 October 2026 and runs to 29
October 2026.

« It covers 12 thematic areas, with about 150 deep-technology startup stalls and a Global Connect networking event.
* Nobel Laureate plenary speakers on 27 October included Professor Joachim Frank, Chemistry 2017, and Sir Richard J. Roberts, Physiology or Medicine 1993.

* The Prime Minister said Rs 12,000 crore of government funding for market-ready laboratory technologies had been matched by an equal amount of private investment, totalling Rs 24,000
crore in one year.

« He said annual patent filings had risen from under 50,000 a decade ago to nearly 1.5 lakh last year, and cited National Missions in semiconductors, quantum technologies, biotechnology,
advanced materials, robotics, space, clean energy and next-generation communications.
« He recalled the 500 MW Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor reaching first criticality, which took place on 6 April 2026.
* 'sT(&é QUMD siflefiied, AFMAELHILID LHMID Lssnés wnbn® 2026' 2026 sGLLT 27 et LUgl $eedl LM WetorugSed Wmsiof HCHET Gomauwimed asTLhislu’Lg); s&ELILT 29
QUM HEOLOLMIEMS).
* 12 s@ueungmer uGSseT; somt 150 SHpasmlomI L OSML&s EinieleT AThGST; '2_asemmeil Seneooril’ QML Hspe).
* 266LMUT 27 (W(R&F L 2_enmuwinerisefled Gmmued Lifle eunmeutser — GuImAfuT Conédib Sy (Geudlufuied 2017), &7 fiFsi® 6. mmUTL e (2 Ledlwieh Siebens) mSgieud 1993).
* FHENSSGS HLMINET Hieus OSTHEHI LIkSEHES irdler b.12,000 Gangse Semevnuret seuflmi wseSE Gsibg GT Qyetomnqe awndsid ¢b.24,000 Gay erer TswH 6sHleNss.
* ghevor® Sliflemio eledurevoT LIS LSSTesT(BaEBH&HS (Wit 50,000-6@Wh Genmeuns Smhsl SLbS AeT® HLES L 1.5 L s10M8 2 WIhSsTHS a6 ; GennaLSESET, G6UTerLID,
o _uifl asmpledmi L, GubulL eunGLEeT, weaflselubSrailue, efsorasuaf], Smieno HHDE WHNID HBSS HeweWenns OSTLIL CoALL et L kisaers Gy,
* 500 GwaneunL (emonlfl efenre SelIOLHEHES Siggnie_meulsdr (WHed (P&HILS SeTenloeniul Flenereysn i ; il 2026 alime) 6 sietm| HEGDHSS.
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Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor A 500 MW sodium-cooled fast breeder reactor at Kalpakkam, Tamil Nadu, built by BHAVINI; first criticality on 6 April 2026
weironFfl ellene)y SOTIOLBES HTIL_DE) BODHNH HOLTESSE6 Lelef Hnieuerssme siLiuL 500 ewsmeun Gsmquid Geflepl iU L elenre) aTlioLbes T2 _6m6;
WL (WeHAWS Seremio 2026 elired 6
Anusandhan National Research Foundation Established under the ANRF Act, 2023; it subsumed the Science and Engineering Research Board
2IEHBTET CHAL Hliie) HD&HEHLLenen 2iIshETeT G5l ey smésLeneté LD, 2023-6r S siemidsiulLg); simlefued wHmib aumiuiwe gyie) aumflusens
2_eemL&ag)
Principal Scientific Adviser Professor Ajay Kumar Sood; the office was created in 1999
W60 aimflefiieh 4G ) Guondfwy Sigil G &; bsl! usell 1999-Q6b 2 HeaunssiiL L g
India's three-stage nuclear programme Stage one pressurised heavy water reactors, stage two fast breeder reactors, stage three thorium-based reactors; conceived by Dr
SpSwnedler cpeiTn) [Hlemed SIETIEHSS HILLID Homi Bhabha

W& Hlemen SiRSSILLL &6 B ieunie_emeuameT, @TesurLnb Hewe eflenrey SaTIOLDHESES JEMIL_ ST, AETDND Hlene GHliLib
&Mihe JNTIL_MEVEET; (Pewevtaui Ganmsl uTuTeNler &(BSSTSHESD
Bharat Mandapam Convention centre at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi, inaugurated in July 2023; it hosted the G20 Summit of 2023
LTS LO6DOTLLILD Ug! Slevedl &) emwsnersdled 2 efer BTG emwowid; 2023 g2eneuled OsMLRsILLg); 2023 g)-20 2 &8 nhI enL HLESSHLIS
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IMPORTANT DAYS
I (P&HSWI BT SH6iT

Ik} EASY
Infantry Day 2026 observed on 27 October as the 80th Shaurya Diwas
I 2026 @2i6@Lmuy 27 2ieotm) 80-ay6us) ‘aseiwl Sleue' Sps smeonLenL Feotd &enLLifliq&balilLg)

Infantry Day, also called Shaurya Diwas, was observed on 27 October 2026 as the 80th Infantry Day. The day commemorates 27 October 1947, when the 1st Battalion of the Sikh
Regiment was airlifted from Delhi and landed at Srinagar airfield to counter the tribal invasion of Jammu and Kashmir, following the Maharaja's accession to India. The battalion's
commanding officer, Lieutenant Colonel Dewan Ranjit Rai, was killed in action on the Baramulla to Srinagar road the same day and was posthumously awarded the Maha Vir Chakra,
the first such award of independent India. At the National War Memorial in New Delhi a wreath-laying ceremony was held on 27 October 2026, attended by the Chief of Defence Staff
General N. S. Raja Subramani, the Vice Chief of Army Staff Lieutenant General Sandeep Jain and the Director General of Infantry Lieutenant General A. K. Pundir, with Colonels of
Infantry regiments and veterans. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh paid tribute to the valour and sacrifice of the Infantrymen of the Indian Army. Formation-level observances were held
across the country, including a wreath-laying ceremony by the Bison Division at Hyderabad.

‘agemiw Flauei' ereuTeyld SHemPSHSILBID ST Lienl Feord, 2026 Si&ELILT 27 1i60m) 80-y6ug) ST LML Slemonss sHenLlifigbsliulL gl 1947 s6@Lnul 27 siedtm), wanrrereiedr
BhSlneer Denevtieneus ASMLIHEI, LW SMequSTled Haphs LhiGQL LenLew@BLlienu wiliigéss, s LenL ufflefer a6 uenL i Lremd HeeSlullefipibe! eurenmiSlufed
QsneoT(® QEelILLB UbnHeT efloners sassle @phdiems Sbs HreT Henaraysaitng). Sbsll LeLILLLTaSHer semud eeuLiq e siere Goeuner Tehdsd mmil, 26s mreafled
LmImpebe-UrhBaET ememevuleh Gueh 6SmomeToND SIHLHSMT; SUMHSE LePDeSHEL! 6T e 6 s’ auphisiL’Lg — eIBsmas@L! eTen @bSlwneler (s e 6fif sémm'
g 85166 2026 S1&GLMLT 27 siedTm) Ll $eved ol Gum HleneotedlSHed eVl euemeTLID eneuSHSLD HHLP6) HemLOUDDSI; LTSS DL SET H6meI6nLod SeTLidl 60T 6T6dT.
eT6iv. I &LINToeoull, HEDILILIEDL S HIENETUTH HeWeveuT BeVLIYEUTE0TL. 61g360TTeD FhSLI uietT, e LienL. SIWISGBI Q1REUTT6) 616VLILGETETL. E1E6uTT6 6f. Bs. Lietoriel SpeIBuwing,
smeon_LenL Ll uenLLififleyserledr sijeurevaer LHMID (LHEITEUTTET LIEDL ST &EBL 63T HevbaiesmerLe. @b senrlienL srem uenL simiaeafler efrsHhen SunasSnEn ungisi
SIEWIEST MMEBNS S ghaed OFausFeoTmi. BNE W(eusid LenLLififley serelener Hlapayser HenLaLDHMET; enaDSIMLTH ‘snLser LenLLiffley el suenemuiD eneuss) iersed
CepsALE.

KEY EXAM POINTS

« Infantry Day, also called Shaurya Diwas, falls on 27 October; 2026 marked the 80th Infantry Day, as the Indian Army counts 1947 as the first.

« It commemorates the landing of the 1st Battalion, The Sikh Regiment, at Srinagar airfield on 27 October 1947 after being airlifted from Delhi.

« Lieutenant Colonel Dewan Ranjit Rai, the commanding officer, was killed in action on the Baramulla to Srinagar road and was posthumously awarded the Maha Vir Chakra, independent
India’s first.

« A wreath-laying ceremony was held at the National War Memorial, New Delhi, on 27 October 2026.

« It was attended by the Chief of Defence Staff General N. S. Raja Subramani, the Vice Chief of Army Staff Lieutenant General Sandeep Jain and the Director General of Infantry Lieutenant
General A. K. Pundir.

« Defence Minister Rajnath Singh paid tribute to the Infantrymen; the Bison Division held a wreath-laying ceremony at Hyderabad.

* e LemL Fleord, ‘aFeniwl Heusiv', SiGGLILT 27 siettm); @b SevrliuenL 1947-g (pgev 5 &Hev0TSHE B! 0 2026-@6b 80-gp6ug) ST LIEDL HevTid.
* 1947 &i@Lui 27 siedtm) SleveSlulledpiba) eunenmiSluled Oamesor® igeveviiul L Ebslw uenLiuiifleflsdr (pged LewLILLLTeND uhbaT elonens sensdle Shdiiens Henereysn TSns.
* HeTLS) QEVLIGEOTEITL. SifeuTeh Bpeunedt Tepdls mmiy umTnebeT-ubme eneneulsd efmomesid SEMLBHS; WedmeSSGL 6T e 6 6T — elBseme SbHHLTEl6T (W& MBS
* 2026 21&GLmui 27 sisotm) Ug) Fleved Gadwilt Gumi Hemenreli $Hl6d 6T EUEDETILID eneUSSLD HSHD6) HewLOLDDE).
* UMTGIBMILL LEDL&S6T HeMEVemLod SeLid 1Re0TTel 6T60T. 6reiv. I &LAToeooll, SenILILENLS SIEn6uoTd SHemeveul CeULIE0T6ITL. OEReTT6) FhdLl Olguiledr, ST LenL. SWS@GHT 61QeuTTe)
QeULIG.E0TEITL. E16uTTED 6. (B&. Li6TuTIe &60ihEI6\&METoTL60TH .
* UTEIBMIY SWDEST TTRHNS dh ST LenL 6SIT6EHsE Siehsed eSS e; enanarmundle ‘smuget LemLLifley 6T EUEDETILID 6neUSDHE.
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National War Memorial Inaugurated on 25 February 2019 at India Gate, New Delhi
Gaéwils Guniy Hleneotedlid 2019 Wireurfl 25 sistTn) Lg) Fleved @bSwim eumuieded OBMLrbISHILLL &)

Maha Vir Chakra India's second highest wartime gallantry award, after the Param Vir Chakra; instituted on 26 January 1950 with effect from 15 August
wan efif s&IT 1947

umb efif #dMMeYSEE 21BHS Hlewmeouler SbSluneletr Guesormeugy) 2 wiflu Gumisse efiTddnaner el 1950 mereufl 26-@6d
2 _meutsslul® 1947 gysevl 15 (06 HenLIpennéHE eubss)

Instrument of Accession of Jammu and Kashmir Signed by Maharaja Hari Singh on 26 October 1947
b sMegb] enetorayll LUSSITD 1947 216@LMUT 26 ST eIt anifl Hiisme eneauRSSIL O L)
Chief of Defence Staff General N. S. Raja Subramani; the office was created in 2019, with General Bipin Rawat as the first incumbent
UMGISMILL LEDL &6 Hene0eming SHemLisl Q1evTTeD eredt. erei. o &ldmoessll; @bsil usell 2019-Q6b 2 _HEUTSSLILLLS); (pS56) SeTud igeormed e Treus
Other Indian Army observances Army Day on 15 January, Kargil Vijay Diwas on 26 July and Vijay Diwas on 16 December
SihHw gewnliuenLuler M Hleneotey HIL&6T seoLivenL Hleord meoraufl 15, snidlsd eeunm Fleotd gPemen 26, Oeunm Hleord waouf 16
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